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Congratulations ! ! 
on your appointment as a  

Nebraska Grand Representative  
 

This is an exciting time for you and for Nebraska, as 
you are an “Ambassador” from our State  

to all our sisters and brothers  
all over the country. 

 
Enjoy your term and make the most 

of this experience by corresponding, visiting, and 
learning about your jurisdiction …  

and then sharing what you have learned  
with all of us. 

 
This Handbook is intended to give you help and support 

and answer any questions that you may have  
during your Commission.   

 
Our thanks to you for accepting your appointment  

and making the commitment to become  
a Grand Representative.  

You truly are a blessing to Nebraska Grand Chapter 
Order of the Eastern Star.  

We pray that this experience will enrich and 
fulfill your life, strengthening your love  

for our beautiful Order. 
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Grand Representative Guide 
 

 
I. Responsibilities as a Grand Representative – 

 Your First Responsibility is to represent Nebraska in the 

jurisdiction that presented you with your Commission. 

This can be accomplished by the following: 
 

 Most importantly, communicate with your counterpart, 

whose contact information will be in the letters you 

receive from the Grand Secretary with your 

Commission. It is important that your counterpart have 

a line of communication to Nebraska so that she/he 

will know about the activities in our Grand Chapter 

and is given information about what our State has to 

offer. You can “represent” Nebraska by keeping in 

communication with your counterpart. If your 

counterpart is replaced with a new one or if you have 

lost communication with them, call the Grand Chapter 

office to ask for assistance in locating contact 

information.  

 Attend the Grand Chapter Session of the State who 

gave you your Commission. The Grand Chapter office 

will forward registration information to you when it is 

received, so you may register to attend the Session. 

This is not a “requirement” as many cannot afford the 

money and time to make such a trip. If you are 

fortunate enough to be able to travel, you will have a 

great experience and you can bring greetings from 

Nebraska to all the sisters and brothers you meet.  
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 Secondly, you will also be representing the State who 
gave you your Commission here in Nebraska. 

 Again, communication with your counterpart will 

enable you to learn about their jurisdiction so that you 

can share that information with our Nebraska 

members.  

 Encourage your counterpart to visit Nebraska and 

attend our Session at least once during their term.  

 Use every opportunity to tell our Nebraska members 

what you are learning about the jurisdiction that gave 

you your Commission. Give reports to your Chapter 

and volunteer to give programs to other nearby 

Chapters about the jurisdiction you represent.  

 If your local newspaper would allow, an article about 

your appointment and your travels would be a good 

way to inform others in Nebraska about some of your 

experiences and to gain some publicity for our Order in 

general.  

 

II. General Information to help you enjoy your appointment-- 

      Your Commission — Your Commission was presented to 

you by the WGM of the jurisdiction who presented your 

Commission, however, the WGM of Nebraska suggested your 

name to her. One of the first things you should do is to express 

your appreciation to both of these WGMs. Their addresses can 

usually be found in the packet that came with your Commission, 

or you can contact the Grand Chapter Office to get their 

addresses.  

 The Term of Your Commission — While most 
commissions are for a two-year period, there are several 

jurisdictions that have three-year commissions. Check 

your Commission Certificate carefully to note when your 

Commission will expire. Other jurisdictions begin their 

commissions at different times of the year, so your 
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Commission may not coincide with that of your 

counterpart—indeed you may find that their commission 

will expire before your Commission ends and you will be 

given a new counterpart at that time. It will be important 

for you to communicate with both your counterparts if this 

should be the case.  

 Your Badge — You received a badge with your 
Commission. This is yours to keep forever. Do wear your 

badge to all Eastern Star meetings and events during the 

time of your commission. After your Commission expires 

you may wear it at any event of the Grand Representatives 

Association or at any group meeting of past and present 

Grand Representatives.  

 Your Title — You are officially: “The Grand 

Representative of ______ (the state who gave you the 

commission) _____ in Nebraska”. Your counterpart’s title 

is: “The Grand Representative of Nebraska in _____ (the 

state where she/he lives__)”.  

 Being Honored — Yes, you have been honored by this 
appointment because the WGM who appointed you knew 

of your contributions to your Chapter and to our Order. 

When you attend any Eastern Star meeting, be prepared to 

be introduced as a Grand Representative. When you sign 

the guest book of the Chapter, be sure to include your title 

to assist the Conductress and Worthy Matron with your 

introduction. At many Visitation Meetings, Installation 

Ceremonies and other OES events, introduction cards will 

be on the registration table — do look for the card for 

“Grand Representatives” and make a dark checkmark 

beside your name or write your name and title on the card 

if it is not already listed there.  

 Introductions at Chapter Meetings — You are 
introduced in Group II behind Esther’s Station when you 
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are introduced by the Conductress, given a greeting by the 

WM and then brought to the East where you are given a 

hearty welcome.  You are then seated by the Conductress.  

(ONLY at Grand Chapter are you taken through the 

Labyrinth.) It is always helpful for you to know how you 

are to be introduced so you can be helpful to your own 

Chapter and to those Chapters that you visit. 

 Gifts, Business Cards and Courtesies — While not 
required, it would be appropriate to be prepared to give a 

gift or gifts to your counterpart during your term. It is wise 

to keep the gifts small and inexpensive — something that 

is grown in Nebraska or represents Nebraska in some way 

is always a good choice.  
 

It is a longstanding tradition that Grand Representatives 

have small business cards printed with their name, title, 

contact information and dates of their commission. (The 

number of cards needed depends on how diligent you are 

in handing them out. If you have them set up on your 

computer, then you can print a sheet as you need them and 

do not have to have so many done at one time.) These 

cards are often attached to small gifts (as small as a piece 

of wrapped candy or gum or a pen or pencil), which are 

then exchanged with other Grand Representatives.  
 

If you plan to attend the Grand Representative’s Breakfast 

at the Grand Chapter Session, these small items are usually  

placed in sacks on a table to the side of the room. Your 

Table Hostess will get the sacks and distribute them to 

your table after breakfast. You may wish to get to the 

breakfast a few minutes early so you can place your 

cards/gifts into the sacks. 

 

Of late some Grand Representatives have made a donation 

to one of our charities in lieu of a small gift and have 
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indicated on their business card that “a donation has been 

made to ___ (name of charity) __ in lieu of a gift”. 

Hopefully you will find joy in sharing these inexpensive 

gifts.  

 

*** You might check with the Registration Committee or 

the Secretary of the Grand Representatives Association 

before Grand Chapter to find out how many people are 

registered for the Breakfast so that you will have an idea of 

how many small token gifts to bring.  (Be sure to bring a 

few extra gifts just in case!) 

 

III. Nebraska Grand Chapter Session –  

 Attendance – While it is not required that you attend the 
Nebraska Grand Chapter Sessions, you should do so if at 

all possible, at least once during your Commission.  

 Registration – Pre-registration forms, a tentative program, 

practice and photo schedules and hotel information are 

available in the pre-registration packets, which are usually 

available in February. Your Chapter Secretary can furnish 
you with these items, you may visit our website to 

download these items or call the Grand Chapter office to 

have them sent to you in the mail. Register early and 

secure a hotel reservation if you plan to attend the Session.  

 Not able to attend Grand Session – If you are not able to 

attend and you learn that your counterpart will be 

attending our Session, it would be helpful to her/him if you 

would ask another member who will be attending to meet 

your counterpart to welcome her/him, offer assistance and 

answer questions.  

 Do you have to participate in the marches? – If you are 
physically unable to do so, you do not have to participate 

in the marches, but do so if you can. It is a wonderful 

experience and your participation will help keep our Grand 
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Chapter Session one of the most beautiful in the nation. 

You will be proud to have been a part of the Session 

marches. The marches and formations are done each 

evening of the Session and if you cannot participate all 

three evenings, visit with the March Directors so they can 

adjust the formations accordingly.  

 Do you have to purchase a dress? Usually the WGM will 
ask you to purchase a dress, or jacket, beaded shawl, vest 

or a scarf, which you can wear with your own skirt and 

blouse. Be assured that our Worthy Grand Matrons try 

their best to be considerate when selecting attire for 

participation in the marches, but at the same time she 

wants Nebraska members to continue to be very proud of 

the formations and marches at our Sessions. If you cannot 

purchase her selected clothing item, do call her and 

explain your situation, as most WGMs would love to have 

you in attendance even if you cannot purchase the clothing 

item. You should wear the dress, shawl, vest or etc. that 

you purchase for Grand Chapter at all times when 

requested to do so by the WGM and after Grand Chapter 

you may wear your clothing whenever you wish.  

 Men Grand Representatives should wear a tux or dark 

 suit if you do not have a tux. 

 Photo and Practice Schedule is included in the pre-
registration packet. The times for the practices and photos 

are strictly adhered to, so being a little early would be a 

good idea!  

 Attire – You will want to wear street length dress (slacks 

and sport shirt for the gentlemen) and comfortable shoes 

for the practices and you will wear the clothing selected by 

the WGM for your photo. If you did not purchase the 

clothing requested by the WGM, ladies should come for 

the picture in a street length dress and the men in a tux or 
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dark suit — NO slacks or jeans. Attire for Introductions at 

Formal Grand Opening, Tuesday evening, is the attire 

selected by the WGM and a dark suit or tux for the men. 

 Introductions – All Grand Representatives are introduced 
on the floor of the Grand Chapter on Tuesday evening. 

Grand Representatives have the honor of being introduced 

behind the Altar at Grand Chapter, after which they are 

escorted to the East and given the Grand Honors. You are 

indeed a very special person at our Grand Chapter Session! 

 Participation at Grand – There are many ways you may 

participate at the Grand Chapter Session:  

 Ask to serve as a host or hostess at one of the tables at 

the Grand Representative Breakfast, if hosts are used. 

The table hosts make sure everyone at the table is 

introduced and encourages conversation between 

members of various jurisdictions—an easy job, but it 

adds a great deal to the hospitality Nebraska is famous 

for.  

 Assist in the Grand Representatives Hospitality Room, 

if there is one. It is open throughout most of the 
Session. What fun it is to greet and welcome our 

distinguished guests who visit this room as well as 

greeting our own Nebraska members. 

 You are welcome to attend the Distinguished Guest 

Luncheon during your term as a Grand Representative. 

Information for this luncheon will be included in your 

Grand Session packet. 

 Welcome Others – As a Grand Representative at our 

Grand Chapter Session, do welcome and befriend any of 

our guests from outside Nebraska and extend our 

wonderful Nebraska hospitality to them at any time during 

the Session – you will benefit as well by gaining many 

friendships. Be watchful for Grand Representatives from 
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other jurisdictions whose Nebraska counterpart may not be 

present at the Session – extend a Nebraska welcome and 

offer to assist them if necessary.  

 “Proceedings” Order Information – You may order a 

copy of the Grand Chapter Proceedings in CD or bound 

book form by filling out the form located in the Grand 

Chapter Program Book or by calling the Grand Chapter 

Office.  

 

IV. What Your Counterpart May Need to Know –  
 Your counterpart may have certain questions that they may          

 ask you. In an effort to help you be of help to them, here are 

 some things you should know concerning our Session:  

 Receiving Mailings - The Grand Chapter Office mails 

information directly to all Grand Representatives in 

other jurisdictions. Your counterpart can expect to 

receive the pre-registration packet sometime in February. 

If they tell you after that time that no information has 

been received, call the Grand Chapter Office and ask the 

Grand Secretary to send or email the information again. 

Note: It is best if you let your counterpart make their 

own arrangements to attend our Session, as the 

registrations for out of state members go to a different 

committee (the Distinguished Guest Committee) — your 

pre-registration form is different than that of your 

counterpart and is mailed to a different committee.  

 Complimentary Tickets – This information will be 

clearly stated on your counterpart’s pre-registration 

form. Some years complimentary tickets have been 

given, but this does vary from time to time, so do not 

assume that complimentary tickets will be provided. 

 Additional Tickets – If you should wish to purchase any 

tickets to the social events at Grand Chapter for your 
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counterpart as a gift, please be aware that any tickets you 

order will be in your registration packet that you will 

pick up at Grand Chapter. You will want to notify your 

counterpart that you have purchased these particular 

tickets to prevent duplication of reservations...… so they 

should not order a ticket if you have ordered one for 

them.  

 Marches – Do tell your counterpart that they may 
participate in our Grand Chapter marches if they wish. 

Since your counterpart normally marches beside you, it 

is not entirely necessary for them to be at the practices, 

but many wish to practice if they are going to participate. 

You will need to tell them the date and time of the 

practices and our dress code (street length dresses and 

comfortable shoes for ladies and slacks and a dress shirt 

for the men for practices — formal dress for the evening 

marches). Make sure they know that we do have the 

marches all three evenings, and that they may participate 

in one or all three evenings.  

 Photo Opportunities – Let your counterpart know that 
they are welcome to come with you and be included in 

the Grand Representative photo for our Proceedings 

Book. You will need to give them the date and time the 

photo will be taken and the dress code (suit/tux for 

gentlemen, formal for ladies).  

 Photo Schedule – Note: the schedule for practices and 

photos is not sent to out of state guests, so the only way 

your counterpart will know the practice and picture 

schedule is if you let them know. Please be sure to 
communicate this to them, even if you will not be 

attending the Session yourself.  

 Introductions – Do tell your counterpart that our 

Introductions at Grand Chapter are on Tuesday evening 
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and all Grand Representatives are introduced on the floor 

at that time. A formal dress and business suit or tux is 

appropriate attire for introductions.  

 Receive Proceedings – Let your counterpart know that 
they will receive a complimentary copy of the Grand 

Chapter Proceedings for the years of their commission. 

Either a CD or bound copy may be requested by filling 

out the form located in the Grand Chapter Program Book 

or by calling the Grand Chapter Office.  

 Complimentary Brochures – Your counterpart receives 

brochures about the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for 

Children in Fremont, The Nebraska Masonic Home in 

Plattsmouth and information on the State of Nebraska 

with their commission. They may ask further questions 

about these things and would no doubt welcome 

additional information from you about our ESTARL 

Program, our Scholarship and Loan Programs, the 

WGMs / WGPs Special Project and information about 

your chapter and your local community.  

 

V.  Nebraska Grand Representatives Association (GRA) –  

 Eligibility – The Nebraska Grand Representatives 

Association is an active supporting organization of the 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska. Membership is open to past 

and present Grand Representatives.  

 Dues – Dues to the Association are currently $5.00 per 

year and payment can be included with your registration 

for the Grand Chapter Session or can be mailed to the 

Association’s Secretary. You may contact the Grand 

Chapter Office to find the name and address of the current 

secretary or refer to the “Officer and Supply Book” which 

is mailed to each Worthy Matron and Chapter Secretary 

annually.  
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 Benefits – Payment of dues enables you to receive all 
information mailed by the organization and will help you 

be informed of the many activities sponsored by this group 

each year.  

 Name Badge – You will be contacted by the Grand 
Representatives Association and will be encouraged to 

purchase a name badge. This name badge may be worn to 

all OES functions and since the years of your commission 

will be shown on the badge, it may be worn even after 

your Commission expires. If you do not receive 

information on ordering the name badge, contact one of 

the Officers of the Grand Representatives Association for 

assistance.  

 Activities – Some of the activities supported by the 
Nebraska Grand Representatives Association include:  

 Grand Representatives Fall Meeting — This is usually 

held in late September or early October and of late has 

been held in Kearney. It includes a late morning coffee 

and social time, noon meal and a brief business 

meeting, as well as drawings for door prizes and other 

fun events. It is open to all past and present Grand 

Representatives and their guests. Members will receive 

information on this event each year. What a GREAT 

opportunity this is to renew friendships and keep up-

to-date on new Grand Representatives! 

 Grand Representatives Breakfast — This is an early 

morning breakfast on Wednesday during the Grand 

Chapter Session. Many visiting Grand Representatives 

and other distinguished guests attend this event. 

Members of the Order and their guests are all welcome 

to attend. It is at this breakfast where Grand 

Representatives distribute their business cards and 

small gifts to those present (Approximately 150 to 200 
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members attend this event annually.) All Grand 

Representatives from other jurisdictions are introduced 

and given a small gift from the GRA. A short business 

meeting is held following the breakfast, which includes 

the election of officers.  

 Hospitality Room (If there is one) This is one of the 

most popular places to be between events at the Grand 

Chapter Session. Members of GRA share in the 

responsibility of overseeing the room and welcoming 

visitors. It is truly where the wonderful Nebraska 

hospitality shines the brightest at our Grand Chapter 

Sessions. 

 Distinguished Guests Tea — This event is hosted by 

the GRA for the benefit of Nebraska Grand Chapter. It 

honors the General Grand Chapter Officers and 

Committee members who attend our Grand Chapter 

Session from out-of-state and our own sisters and 

brothers who are currently serving in the General 

Grand Chapter. It is always a dignified and popular 

event at our Grand Chapter Session.  

 

VI.   International Grand Representatives Association  

         (IGRA) –  

 Eligibility – As a past or present Grand Representative 
you are also eligible to be a member of the International 

Grand Representatives Association. It meets once every 

three years in conjunction with the General Grand 

Chapter Triennial Assembly. If you do not find current 

information on the IGRA in your Commission Packet, 

call the Grand Chapter Office or visit the General Grand 

Chapter website.    
 

 Benefits – Belonging to the IGRA provides a forum for 
the exchange of ideas beneficial to our Order, to work 
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for the good of the Order bringing love, happiness and 

enthusiasm to every Grand Jurisdiction throughout the 

United States and the world, and to promote interest in 

our General Grand Chapter and support its Officers. 

 Dues – Membership is $5.00 for the Triennium. 

 Contact Information about the IGRA and applications 

for membership can be obtained from the General Grand 

Chapter Website: www.easternstar.org 

 

 

  

 

VII. Contact Information –   

        The Grand Chapter of Nebraska is proud that you have been   

        given this honor and will do all it can to help you have a 

        wonderful experience as a Grand Representative. Additional 

        information may be found, and questions answered at:  
 

The Grand Chapter of Nebraska 

Order of the Eastern Star 

301 North Cotner Blvd, Suite 200 

Lincoln, NE  68505 

Phone: 402-937-7056 

844-309-6855 

Email: nebraskaoes@msn.com 

Website: neoes.org 

General Grand Chapter Website: www.easternstar.org 
 

To obtain information on the State of Nebraska which you may 

wish to pass along to your counterpart, check out the website: 

www.nebraska.com or contact your local Chamber of Commerce 

or the Nebraska Department of Tourism. The Nebraska 

Department of Roads can furnish you with free maps of Nebraska. 

http://www.easternstar.org/
http://www.easternstar.org/
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To obtain information about the Officers of the Grand 

Representatives Association, contact the Grand Chapter Office or 

check your Chapter’s “Officer and Supply Book.” 

 

Keep up to date with all the activities of our Masonic bodies in 

Nebraska by checking the “Masonic Calendar” that can be 

accessed on the neoes.org website.  


