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“150 Yeans of Loving One Another”
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News please find
the scholarship
and forms.
provide the
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address and telephone
number on the form that is
returned to the Grand

Chapter office.
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all
information
Please
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As Grand Chaplain, I
oversee the Memorial Hour
at Grand Chapter. During
this Memorial Hour, we
acknowledge and pay tribute
to all our members who have
passed on to their celestial
home. To help me in this, I

need to have the name and

Chapter affiliation of our
departed sisters and brothers
sent to me. The year covered
for the Memorial Hour
tribute _is April 1, 2025
through March 31, 2026.
Please send this information
to me by April 10, 2026 to
wdpickle@hotmail.com _ or
mail to 3703 Schuemann Dr,
Bellevue NE 68123. Please
remember that you will still
need to report the deaths to
the Grand Chapter Office.
Bill Pickle, Grand Chaplain
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© Sun is stronger. The days are | | visits.

| everyone’s

longer, the snow will clear /
and Spring is NEAR!
Congratulations to the newly ’
Installed  officers, now /
prepared for a prosperous |
New Year. Itis wonderful to
see all of the Chapter
happenings on our Facebook /
’ page. Please remember we /
/ do have a closed Facebook ’
page for our members only,
/ and a public page. So if you
have events you would like
to share publicly remember
to post those there. If you
; need help finding that page
/ ¢ Sr. Kerri can assist you.
Please keep in mind all our |
. Standing committees and the |
benefits they offer. There are
many resources and
information available on the
Nebraska OES website and
 through the Grand Chapter | /
. Office. Each Chapter has | '
' received a booklet of the |
Grand Chapter Committees,
so please refer to that for
contacts or call the Grand
Chapter office.
We had a  successful
Supervisor School, Thank /
you to Papillion Chapter for | /
all the preparation and E;
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' look for information from

We
cooperation

our
Bylaws.
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for your dedication
willingness to serve in this
capacity.
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answer any questions
Gloria  402-212-1291

erguern8S@yahoo.com.

As we look forward to May
with Grand Chapter
approaching, there are many
ways you can participate.
We will be having the Silent
Auction and  welcome
donations for this project.
We will be having a Loving
One Another Choir and
- welcome any and all singers
to this group. We invite you
; to assist as an Assistant
Grand Warder or Sentinel. |
am certain our March
- Directors are working to
. prepare marches and invite:
/ ' Grand Representatives,
- Worthy Matrons and Worthy
Patrons to join in making
these beautiful. We welcome
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hostlng of our School. Please /

your Supervisor and work /
together to schedule your
appreciate /
in /
- completing this requirement

Grand  Chapter /
Thank you to our |
District Grand Supervisors /
and |

If you have any |
questions or needs please ;

reach out, I am happy to

or’

any candidates who would /
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. Another,

REMINDER! The deadline
for resolutions for
consideration at Grand
Chapter in 2026 s
February 6, 2026.
Resolutions must be
received, not postmarked,
but RECEIVED BY THE
GRAND SECRETARY BY
CLOSE OF BUSINESS THAT
DAY!

Carl Plants, PGP, Chairman

' like to be initiated at Grand |
. Chapter. We will honor our /
/50 and 75 year members and !
- welcome all of YOU to join
'~ us in Kearney May 12 to 14. |
. Star Love and Loving One
‘Gloria and Dennis. |

i

Grand Chapter
Opportunity:

All singers welcome to join
in the fun. Directed by
Brother Jim Carlton the
“Loving One Another” choir
is wanting Sisters and
Brothers to participate. You
can contact Jim at 402-690-
2202 or
jcarlton1945@gmail.com

and let him know what you
sing. It is just helpful for
planning purposes.

You are welcome even if you
haven’t let him know ahead
of time.

i As you think about goals to
add to your New Year’ s
i 1esolut1ons think  about |

'addmg heart health goals..

! 1.eat whole foods

i 2. move regularly 3. Reduce |
salt and sugar from your d1et
| 4. Prioritize sleep 5. Stay |

: hydrated 6. Have regular |
E check-ups to monitor BP and |
HAVE A

i cholestelol
i HEART HEALTHY NEW
IYEAR1 Garrie Oppltz
i GGCCM, Heart Committee. !
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THE “STARGAZER” SCHEDULE
PLEASE SEND INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN THE MARCH NEWS BY FEBRUARY 1071

Educational Loan applications due

Feb 5-7

Mar 1 ESTARL applications due
Apr 1

Apr 1 Scholarships due

Grand Lodge Annual Communication at Younes in Kearney

Apr 16-18 Grand York Rite Annual Communication, Holiday Inn, Kearney
May 12-14 Grand Chapter at Younes Conference Center in Kearney

Jun 12-14 .Rainbow Grand Assembly, Marriot Event Center, South Sioux City

Jun 23-27 .Job’s Daughters Grand Session, Kearney
Enclosed with this OES News:

% **The information and forms for the 2026-2027 Scholarship Program

Visit us on the web at: neoes.org
Call the Grand Chapter Office at 402-937-7056 or nebraskaoes@msn.com
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GRAND CHAPTER OF NEBRASKA
Order of the Eastern Star

Ms. Jan Thoman PGM Phone: 402-937-7056
Grand Secretary
301 N Cotner Blvd, Suite 200 Email: nehraskaoes@msn.com

Lincoln NE 68505-2315

January 10, 2026

TO: Chapter Scholarship Committee or Chairman
Chapter Worthy Matron and Secretary

RE: Scholarship Program for the 2026-2027 School Year

It is time once again to bring you information on the Scholarship Program for the 2026-2027 school year.
While the process is basically the same, please be reminded that the Grand Chapter will help fund one
$600 scholarship. Any additional scholarships given in 2026 will need to be funded entirely by the
Chapter. Please read the following information carefully and keep it for future reference:

Please use the following steps to ensure a pleasant experience for your Chapter and for your
scholarship recipient(s).

A. Determine the number of scholarships your Chapter wishes to give and the amount of each
scholarship.

1.

First Scholarship: Your Chapter must provide at least $50. The Grand Chapter will

provide $550 so that the minimum amount of this scholarship will be $600. Your
Chapter may contribute additional funds to increase the size of the scholarship, but the
maximum amount that Grand Chapter will contribute is $550.

Additional Scholarships: Your Chapter may send money for additional scholarships and
have them administered through the office of the Grand Secretary. The Grand Chapter
provides no additional funds for these additional scholarships.

Note for Chapters that have had consolidations: 1f because of consolidations your
Chapter is supporting more than two communities by providing scholarships and you
would like to change the allocation of your scholarship funds, please contact the Grand
Chapter office at 402-937-7056.

B. Notify your High School(s) of the availability of the award, or appoint a committee from
your Chapter to select a recipient. Either the High Schoo! or the Chapter may now select

the recipient.

1.

2.

3.

Scholarship Program
2026-2027

Notify the high school or the committee as to the number and amounts of the scholarships
as soon as possible so that they have ample time to select a recipient.

Guidelines for selection and a sample application form are enclosed should your high
school or committee desire to use them.

A sample press release is enclosed to assist your Chapter in publicizing your scholarship.
This is a good way to let the students know that the scholarship is available and will also
make your Chapter “visible in your community”.

Page 1 0of 2



4. Be sure that vour high school contact or scholarship chairman knows that vou must have
the name of the recipient to the Grand Chapter Office by Mayv 1, 2026. Names of the
recipients will not be revealed.

C. Complete the “Notification of Award” form included in this mailing.
1. Please send the funds with the Notification of Award form when you receive the
name of the recipient. (Make check payable to the Grand Chapter of Nebraska.)
Please send the Notification of Award form—nof the application.
2. Notification must be received no later than May 1, 2026. A scholarship certificate will be
mailed to you in time to present it at your high school’s awards or graduation ceremony.

D. Upon receipt of the Notification of Award form, the Grand Chapter office will send a
Scholarship Certificate for each student awarded a scholarship. If possible, present the
Scholarship Certificate to the recipient during the high school’s graduation or awards
program, publish a picture of your recipient(s) in the local paper and/or invite the students and
parents to one of your Chapter events so that they will get some exposure to Eastern Star. Your
Chapter can benefit if you take time to get the publicity.

L. Give the recipient the “Verification of Enrollment” Form.

1. Perhaps you can give this form to the recipient at the same time that the Scholarship
Certificate 1s presented. Please put pour Chapter name and mailing address on bottom
of this form so the student will know where to send a thank you note.

2. Make sure the student knows it is his responsibility to see that this form is signed by
someone in the admissions office of the school he is planning to attend and he must ask
the school to return it to the Grand Chapter office. The verification of Enrollment form
must be received by December 31, 2026 or the scholarship will be forfeited and the
money will be credited back to the Chapter and Grand Chapter to be used the next
Year,

3. The Grand Chapter must have this form returned before it can dispense the money. All
funds are sent directly to the Office of Financial Aid of the College or University.

Please discuss this with your membership at your next stated meeting. It will be important o notify your
high school students of this scholarship as soon as possible as high school seniors are already planning
for next year. If you or your high school has any questions or if I can be of any help to you in this
program, call my office at 402-937-7056.

Fraternally,

qm £ Thomad

Jan Thoman PGM
Grand Secretary

Enclosures: Guideline for Selection
Sample Application
Sample Press Release
Notification of Award Form—Mail with funds to Grand Chapter office by May 1, 2026
Verification of Enrollment Form—Give to the student when scholarship certificate is presented
(Forms may be duplicated as necessary)

Scholarship Program
2026-2027 Page 2 of 2



EASTERN STAR SCHOLARSHIP
Presented by the Local Chapter
Order of the Eastern Star

DESCRIPTION

Each year Local Chapters of the Order of the Eastern Star in the State
of Nebraska provide scholarships of varying amounts to high school
seniors in the local community. The scholarship is to be used at the
institution of higher learning or technical training center of the
student’s choice.

SELECTION GUIDELINES

The recipient is selected by the local Chapter or the Chapter may
request the local high school to select a recipient. The following
guidelines are suggested in the selection of recipients:

% The Eastern Star Scholarship should be awarded to the high school
senior who best exemplifies good citizenship and high moral character.

% While scholastic standing and parental finances may be considered,
neither are the sole criteria in the selection of a recipient.

% Itis not the intent of the Order of the Eastern Star that these
scholarships be awarded exclusively or primarily to relatives of
Eastern Star membhers or to members of Masonic youth organizations
(Job’s Daughters, Rainhow for Girls and DeMolay), however these
students are not to be excluded from consideration. These scholarships
are available to all youth in the community.

% The high school or Chapter Scholarship Committee may at its
discretion request interested students to submit a letter or application
(A sample Application is attached).

The names of recipient must be submitted to the local Eastern
Star Chapter before May 1, 2026. The Grand Chapter will not
reveal the names of the recipients.

Schelarship Program
Guidelines for Selection
2026-2027



APPLICATION
EASTERN STAR SCHOLARSHIP
DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING IS APRIL 1

Name
Address

Phone Email

High School
Grade Point Average Class Rank

Please give a brief statement on the following topics:
1. Indicate your plans for higher education and your goals for the future.

2. Explain the need for scholarships and other aid in financing higher education.

3. Why do you consider yourself a person of high moral character?

4. List organizations you have been active in at school, church and in your
community during the past four years.

List any full or part time jobs you have had in the past four years.

5. Describe any volunteer work or activities that would indicate your role as a citizen
in your community.

6. Please attach a letter of recommendation from a school official or teacher.

Scholarship Program
Sample Application
2026-2027



Sample News Release for Announcing OES Scholarships

Note: We hope that this sample press release will help you publicize the
availability of your scholarship(s) and gain visibility for your Chapter in
your community. Most local newspapers are happy to publish your
news articles. They prefer typed, double spaced articles. Be sure to
express your thanks if the paper consents to publish your news!

Scholarship Available for High School Seniors

Chapter No.  , Order of the Eastern Star of

(location) is making available  (number) scholarships in the
amount of §  (amount) each. All high school seniors are eligible to
apply for these scholarships. Selection will be based on evidence of good
citizenship and high moral character as well as scholastic standing and
financial need. Seniors interested in applying for these scholarships may

contact (officer or committee member in charge of the

Chapter’s scholarship program) at (address and phone

number) or (if this applies) you may contact your local high school guidance
councilor who has been provided with information and application forms.

Chapter is providing these scholarships in cooperation with

the Grand Chapter of Nebraska, Order of the Eastern Star. The generosity of
the members of the Eastern Star in Nebraska has made it possible for the
members in Nebraska to provide funds for scholarships to High School
Seniors across the state for the 2026-2027 school year.

Scholarship Program
News Release Announcing Scholarships
2026



Verification of Enrollment

TO THE CHAPTER: Please enter the amount of the scholarship and your Chapter name, number and
address at the bottom of the page and then give this form to the scholarship recipient.

TO THE STUDENT: Please fill in your name, address and social security number (or school 1D
number) and then take this form to the Admissions Office of the College or University you will be
attending. The Admissions Office will sign this form to verify your enrollment and mail it to the Grand
Chapter office at the address below.

T e )

TO THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE:
The student named below has been selected as the recipient of an Eastern Star Scholarship
Award. Please complete and return this Verification of Enrollment to the Grand Chapter of
Nebraska at this address: (The Verification must be received in the Grand Chapter office by
December 31, 2026 or the scholarship will be forfeited).

Grand Chapter of Nebraska PHONE: 402-937-7056

Order of the Eastern Star

Scholarship Program

301 N. Cotner Blvd, Suite 200

Lincoln NE 68505 EMAIL: nebraskaoes@msn.com

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT:

Student’s Name:

Permanent Address:

City, State, Zip Code, Email

Social Security or School ID Number:

HAS ENROLLED AS A FULL-TIME STUDENT AT:
Name of School:
Address:

City, State, Zip Code:

(Scholarship funds will be mailed to the above address)

By:

(Admissions Office)

(Title)

(To be filled in by the Chapter)
An Eastern Star Scholarship in the amount of $ has been awarded the above
named student. This scholarship is to be used for tuition, books or other legitimate college
expense. THE FULL AMOUNT OF THIS SCHOLARSHIP IS TO BE CREDITED TO
THE STUDENT’S ACCOUNT UPON RECEIPT.
Name of Chapter awarding Scholarship:

Mailing Address: City: State Zip

Scholarship Program
Verification of Enrollment Form
2026-2027



NOTIFICATION OF AWARD

This form accompanied by necessary funds must be returned to the Grand Chapter by May 1, 2026
Send To: Grand Chapter of Nebraska Scholarshin Program, 301 N Cotner Blvd, Suite 200, Lincoln
NE ¢8505-2315

From:

Chapter No.

, Nebraska
The above Chapter will participate in the Eastern Star Scholarship Program for the 2025-2026 academic year.

FIRST SCHOLARSHIP:

The amount of $ ($50 minimum) is enclosed as the Chapter contribution to our first
Scholarship Award. It is our understanding that Grand Chapter will provide $550 toward the
award, for a minimum scholarship of $600.

The recipient of this award is (Please print):

Permanent Address is

City, State, Zip Code

Telephone Number Email:

The total amount of this scholarship (including Grand Chapter contribution) will be §

ADDITIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS:

Our Chapter wishes to give these scholarships in addition to the one listed above. We wish these
scholarships to be administered by the Grand Chapter. (Please list only additional scholarships
here, showing amount of each scholarship and name of recipient. Please print. Please

provide address and telephone numbers of the recipients)

$ To be given to
$ To be given to
$ To be given to

TOTAL NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS TO BE GIVEN
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

Signature

Office held in local Chapter

Scholarship Programn
Notification of Award Form
2026-2027



