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“TO GOD BE THE GLORY” 
                       
The backdrop in the East contained the lighted Grand Chapter Eastern Star emblem, the 
session title of, “To God Be the Glory“ from which hung small blue butterflies, and the 
Masonic square and compasses emblem. 
  
In the East, was a patio table on which sat an open Holy Bible and two chairs, surrounded 
by beautiful flowers and morning glory vines lit in blue lights arranged on the railings and a 
central trellis, with butterflies on the railings surrounding the garden.  It is a quiet, peaceful 
place, where one can commune with God, giving up all worries and cares about the day to 
Him, and reflecting with gratitude on all He has done for His precious child and looking to 
Him for His perfect guidance and strength to maneuver through all that life brings our way.  
Butterflies uplift our prayers to Him, and the iris and morning glories remind us to seek Him 
often throughout our day.  The rocks around the garden pool remind us that even if we 
forget to praise Him, they will cry out in praise to Him, as will all the elements of nature, for 
He is our Creator and the Sustainer of all life.  The Masonic plumbline hanging in the 
garden setting is a reminder that we can maintain our fellowship with God only by seeking 
Him out frequently and by living a pure and upright life, not by our own strength, but by 
turning to Him and His Word. The large open Bible in the East contained the verse, Psalm 
34:3— “O magnify the Lord with me and let us exalt His name together.”  This verse 
reminds us to glorify God with others who believe in Him.  In the West, are two butterflies, 
representing the fellowship we have with other believers, reminding us not to forsake the 
assembling of ourselves together to share one another’s burdens, joys, and love.  In the 
outside of the Chapter room, is a beautiful gazebo with a waterfall, representing a place 
where we can fellowship with others and again, commune with God at the close of our day 
and give Him glory for the things He has accomplished in our lives.  The railings around the 
Chapter room were topped with more morning glories and had stained-glass butterflies 
within the pentagons, reminding us that wherever we journey, God walks beside us.   
 
This beautiful setting was created by Sister Barbara Davenport who created the backdrop 
in the East, the flowers topping the pillars, the butterflies in the West, the Gazebo behind 
the west wall of the Chapter, and the cascading pool found there.  The plumbline was 
created by Brothers Wayne Andreasen, PGP, and Dennis Rix, Grand Marshal.  Brother Tim 



Birdsall created stained-glass butterflies adorning the rails.  We are grateful for the talents 
of these precious and talented Sister and Brothers. 
 
The attire for the Session for the lady Grand Officers were polyester crepe plum-colored 
formals with princess-seaming, a boat-style neckline, and a cape-style jacket that hung 
from the shoulders and created vertical ripples across the back. They wore silver shoes.  
The gentlemen wore black tuxedos with white shirts and a burgundy tie with a large 
lavender, plum, and silver paisley print which matched the plum material of their vests and 
the fabric of the ladies’ dresses.  The lady Companions wore silver polyester crepe dresses 
in the same style as the Officers’ dresses, and the gentlemen wore black tuxedos with 
white shirts and a silver vest, matching the dresses of the lady companions, with the same 
ties that the officers wore.  The gentlemen wore black dress shoes. 
 
The ladies’ business attire consisted of tops with a white and blue cloudy-sky-print fish-net 
style overlay on a white tunic with a shark-bite hem and two large blue and coral butterflies 
printed on the front. These were worn with black skirts. Everyone wore black shoes. 
 
Casual wear for the Grand Officers and Grand Companions consisted of short-sleeved 
berry camp shirts adorned with the Nebraska Grand Chapter Eastern Star logo for the 
Officers and the Subordinate Star logo for the Companions which was worn with dark skirts 
by the ladies in Chapter room settings or with black slacks in outdoor settings.  The 
gentlemen wore the same berry shirts with black slacks, and everyone wore black shoes.   
 
The Grand Pages wore black skirts with a magenta and black diagonally striped tunic top 
with ¾ sleeves and black shoes.    
 
The District Grand Supervisors wore black dresses or black skirts with black tops and a 
silver and black wildlife print jacket with black shoes. 
 
The Lady Grand Representatives wore black tops and skirts or dresses with a white, shawl-
type scarf with multi-colored bling and black shoes. 
 
The Assistant Grand Warders were dressed in black skirts and tops or dresses with a black 
background scarf containing a shiny magenta and black print. 
 
The Worthy Matrons wore black skirts and tops or black dresses with a plum-colored scarf 
adorned with silver bling and black shoes. 
 
The gentlemen who served as Grand Representatives, Assistant Grand Sentinels, and 
Worthy Patrons wore black suits or tuxes with white shirts and a silver tie printed with small 
Eastern Star Emblems and black shoes.   
 
                         TUESDAY EVENING, MAY 9, 2024 
                     INFORMAL OPENING 
                6:15 P.M. 
 
The music of Ruth Negus (8) greeted members and visitors as they gathered for 
the informal opening of the one hundred forty-eighth annual Grand Chapter 
Session.  At 6:30 p.m., Worthy Grand Matron Linda Dubry and Worthy Grand 
Patron L. Cecil Smith were informally escorted to the East, where they greeted 
Mayor of Kearney Stanley Clouse. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  At this time, I would like to introduce Stanley Clouse, Mayor of 
Kearney, who will bring greetings on behalf of the City of Kearney. 
 
Stanley Clouse, Mayor of Kearney:  Good evening, everyone.  This is one of the 
highlights of my year is to get to come and give a welcome to you. And the reason that I 



say that is, this facility is transforming – I mean it is pretty amazing when you walk in here. I 
have been Mayor for 18 years and have been on the Council for 21 and Younes is just an 
amazing facility – with a facility like this and the things that we do, we have a lot of fun  
working with Paul on a lot of things.  But I decided to run for the Legislature this year, so if 
you haven't turned in your ballots, let me know – I'll meet you back there and I can take 
care of that because you are going to be tied up for the next hour and half and I can make 
that happen for you.  (Laughter) 
 
Anyway, it has been fun and I tell people – and we have had a couple of times over the 
years – I have had to have somebody else fill in for me because it starts at 6:30 and our 
Council Meeting starts at 6:45.  Okay, so they said to be here by 6:30 – not 6:29, but 6:30 
and to be ready to roll; so punctuality is something that you always have, and I like that, 
and it has been a lot of fun. 
 
We have a lot of great things going on around Kearney and I don't know if Paul has told you 
– and I haven't had a chance to visit with Paul – but we have some amazing things that are 
planned for the west side of the lake.  If you have seen some big stuff out there – that is our 
Sports Center – there are a lot of communities bringing their sports here and using our 
athletic facilities.  That project has been ongoing for a couple of years and they have made 
a lot of progress out there.  There are other plans on the east side as well.  And when you 
get around to the University -- I don't know if you have had a chance to drive around town, 
but look at all the things that are going on up around UNK.  A lot of it has to do with the 
Rural Health Program with UNMC.  That is so important for us here in rural Nebraska, so 
that we can get our medical students trained and ready to find jobs.  So if you have a 
chance to go up on Highway 30 -- up by UNK, there are some amazing things happening 
there, too.  So, all in all, Kearney has a lot of things going on and I tell everyone who comes 
once a year, I hope you will come back and I think you will find something new and exciting 
every time you come to Kearney, get that ball rolling. 
 
I thank you for everything you do and I thank you for who you are, and God Bless America 
– we need some things like you do in our society with good founding principles, and that is 
what you bring.  So, God Bless America and God Bless all of you.  Be safe and enjoy your 
time in Kearney.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Thank you, Mayor Clouse, and for the many courtesies extended to 
us here in Kearney.  The Officers and members of Eastern Star are once again delighted to 
be in Kearney.  We appreciate your warm welcome and your help to make our stay in 
Kearney a pleasant one.  Sisters and Brothers, you will join Mayor Clouse for being here 
with us this evening.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  At this time, do we have a representative from the Younes 
Conference Center?  Oh, Mr. Younes is here.  (Applause)  I would now like to introduce Mr. 
Paul Younes, who will bring greetings on behalf of Younes Hospitality Center.  Mr. Younes? 
 

                     Greetings from the Younes Center 

 
Paul Younes: Thank you, Good evening.  Welcome back to Younes; welcome back to 
Kearney.  Thank you for the beautiful weather you brought to us; you may have to stay here 
longer – maybe another week because of this beautiful weather.  Before this year, we have 
had wind and everything else, but this year it is very nice.  Thank you very much for being 
with us again this year.  On behalf of all of my staff - our staff – my kids, my wife, we all  
work together -- we thank you very much for coming here for another beautiful year.  You 
have been coming here for many years now and hopefully every year you come, you see 
something new happening on the campus here.  There are several new buildings on the 
west side here and more to come very soon. The campus continues to grow.   We hope you 
will continue to come in the future and this establishment will be happy to see you.  There 
are more new things to come – we have many new things every year.  But from the 
business side, we thank you very much for being here; hopefully, everybody is enjoying 



your stay with this beautiful weather here.  Again, on behalf of my family and all our staff, 
we thank you very much for choosing us and being with us again and hopefully, we will take 
care of all of your needs.    Have a great evening and a great rest of the week.  Thank you.  
(Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:    Thank you Mr. Younes for your kind words.  We greatly appreciate 
all the help and courtesies you and your staff have extended to us.  We so enjoy having our 
Grand Chapter Sessions here.  Thank you. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: It is now my pleasure to introduce to you, Sister Lorrie Bryant, a 
member of the Board of the OES Star Dogs, Inc. As a result of the generous donations of 
our members and from the sale of candy and sales table items during our Area Visitations, 
we are honored to present to you, this check . This money will be used to provide training 
for service and therapy dogs in our state. Thank you for being here to accept this check.  
We thank you and your officers for your hard work. The proceeds from our Silent Auction 
and any future donations will enable us to provide a second check to be issued later.  Sister 
Lorrie, would you care to say a few words? 
       
                                 Report of the OES Star Dogs Committee 
 
Lorrie Bryant, Member, OES Service Dog Committee:  Worthy Grand Matron Linda, 
Worthy Grand Patron Cecil, Distinguished Guests, Past Grand Matrons, Past Grand 
Patrons, Sisters, Brothers, and Visitors, Good Evening.  As you know, my name is Lorrie 
Bryant and I currently serve as Treasurer for OES Star Dogs.  I am presenting this report 
prepared by our Chairperson, Beth Benson, as she is unable to be here this evening.  The 
other officers of the Board of Directors are Betty Kirby, Vice Chairperson; and Nan Rix, 
Secretary. 
 
The OES Star Dogs of Nebraska is a 501©(3) organization which was founded in the Fall of 
2020 to benefit service and therapy dogs.  While we are legally a stand-alone and separate 
entity from the Nebraska Grand Chapter, we are a public charity who works alongside the 
Nebraska Grand Chapter Standing Committee for Service and Therapy Dogs.  We also 
work directly with Nebraska based non-profit organizations who specialize in service and 
therapy dogs. 
 
Through a grant application, found on our website NebraskaStarDogs.org, they may apply 
to OES Star Dogs of Nebraska for funding related to the training of their service or therapy 
dog. 
 
On behalf of the OES Star dogs of Nebraska Officers and Board of Directors, we offer our 
sincere and heartfelt thanks to Worthy Grand Matron Linda and Worthy Grand Patron Cecil 
for choosing our organization as one of their special projects during the “To God Be the 
Glory" Grand Family year.  The donations made during your visitations and other events will 
directly benefit an individual needing a service or therapy dog.  We also wish to express our 
gratitude and appreciation to the OES members who have donated to our organization 
through memorials and bequests. 
 
During the upcoming year, the OES Star Dogs of Nebraska will be assisting a young adult 
who has been approved by Domesti-PUPS to receive a medical response service dog this 
summer.  The young adult moved with his family to the Sioux Falls, South Dakota, area to 
be closer to Mayo Clinic in hopes of finding permanent answers to his medical condition.  At 
this time, a service dog is the hope they are looking for to regain independence and comfort 
from knowing that a fully-trained service dog will be with them to respond, alert, and give 
them confidence to return to life outside of the walls of their parents’ home.  We will also be 
providing funding for the training of a therapy dog for a young woman who works as a 
hospice nurse at The Monarch Hospice Center in Lincoln, Nebraska. 
 



I encourage each of you here in attendance this evening and throughout this Grand 
Chapter Session to visit our display table in the south hallway of the event center.   There 
you will find additional information on our organization, including packets that contain our 
website address, email address, and “My Pet is home alone” notification cards for your 
wallet and key chain.  Also on the display table is a doghouse donation box.  100% of all 
funds received go directly to help an individual with the needed funding for a service or 

therapy dog. 
 
Sisters and Brothers, we are grateful for your love and generosity for the Star Dogs 
organization.  Sincere thanks to those who have donated to assist an individual in need of 
the services and love of a service or therapy dog.  Thank you for the opportunity to tell you 
about the OES Star Dogs of Nebraska, Inc. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Please help me thank Sister Lorrie.(Applause)   
 
Lorrie Bryant:  Oh, I forgot - thank you so much for the check for $20,531.36.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  We will now have our Flag Tribute and Presentation by our Grand 
Marshal, Brother Dennis Rix. 
   

FLAG TRIBUTE AND PRESENTATON 
 
Dennis Rix, Grand Marshal:  Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Distinguished 
Guests, Sisters, Brothers, and Friends Good evening and welcome to the 148th Annual 
Session of the Nebraska Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star.  My name is 
Dennis Rix, your Grand Marshal.  It is my honor and privilege to begin the ‘To God Be the 
Glory’ Grand Session with the traditional flag tribute.  It is fitting that we pause to honor 
these flags that are an integral part of the heritage of this great nation.  They are the 
symbols of our patriotic, religious, and fraternal life.  Let us remember the sacrifices, 
hardships, and struggles encountered by those that came before us.   All who are able, 
please stand. 
 

 
U.S. Flag 

 
Dennis Rix, Grand Marshal:  Presenting the US Flag tonight is Most Worshipful Brother 
Jim Carlton, Past Grand Master of Masons of Nebraska, a Lieutenant Colonel United 
States Air Force, Retired, and member of Bellevue Chapter # 325. 
 
The United States was formed by men and women fleeing the yoke of tyranny to a wild 
country with unknown dangers in search of personal freedom.  Freedom to peacefully live a 
life with family, to live as neighbors, to prosper from their own toils, to worship God however 
they chose to.  These were radical thoughts at the time.  Not surprisingly, many of the 
principles on which this nation was founded came directly from the Freemasons.  One man, 
one vote.  That all men are created equal and should meet on the level with the opportunity 
to voice an opinion without fear of reprisal.  That each man should voluntarily give an oath 
to support his brothers as he is able, but that choice being his decision.  That each man is 
free to worship God as he chooses. 
 
 In contrast, under the tyranny from which they fled, it was demanded that each man give 
an oath to the tyrant.  That oath required him to comply to the demands of the tyrant 



without question.  It was demanded that each man worship the God of the tyrant’s 
choosing.  A tyrant opposes the principles of Freemasonry.  A tyrant crushes the soul of 
others for his own gain.  I believe Martin Luther King stated it best. 
 
“Freedom is never given voluntarily by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the 
oppressed”. 
 
The freedom from tyranny that we enjoy today did not come easily.  It was only made 
possible by citizens willing to come forth and fight for that freedom at great personal cost.    
They chose a flag unlike any other in the world.  While using the colors of the Union Jack, it 
lacked any further resemblance.  The Stars and Stripes fly as a symbol of freedom for all. 
While the country grew from thirteen colonies to fifty states, the flag representing our nation 
has been transformed as well.    While the white stars on a field of blue have grown in 
number to represent one star for each state, the thirteen stripes of red and white have 
remained constant.  Old Glory continues to stir the hearts of all patriots today. 
 
Most Worshipful Brother Jim, post the flag.  Join me in the Pledge of Allegiance, followed 
by the singing of our National Anthem.    
 
*   Please be seated.   

 
 

Canadian Flag 
 
Dennis Rix, Grand Marshal:  Presenting the Canadian Flag tonight is Most Worshipful 
Brother Bruce Baker, Past Grand Master of Masons of Nebraska, Past Grand Patron, and 
member of Acacia Chapter #39. 
 
Red and white are the national colors of Canada. The red maple leaf symbolizes a 
Canadian’s fervency, the white depicts the purity and uprightness of a Canadian’s heart.  
We raise her flag tonight in tribute to our love, respect, and thanks for our northern 
neighbors.  The International Peace Garden, which straddles our unguarded border is a 
symbol of the lasting peace and friendship that exists between the United States and 
Canada. 
 
 Most Worshipful Brother Bruce, post the Flag. 
 
Sisters, Brothers, and guests please join me in singing one verse of ‘O Canada’ which is 
found on page 45 of our program. 
 

 
Nebraska Flag 

 
Dennis Rix, Grand Marshal:  Presenting the Nebraska Flag tonight is Most Worshipful 
Brother Alex Straatmann, Past Grand Master of Masons of Nebraska, a Lieutenant Colonel 
in the United States Army, and a member of Tuscan Chapter #37. 
 



“There is no place like Nebraska”.  The word Nebraska comes from the Oto Indian word 
Ne-Brath-ka which means “Flat Water”, the name they had given the Platte River. Much of 
Nebraska’s history is the story of the tough, strong-willed Nebraska farmer.  The blue 
Nebraskan Flag is adorned with the state seal, adopted in 1867.  The seal represents the 
mechanical arts, the settler’s cabin, and agriculture with the growing corn and the shocks of 
grain.  The train and steamboat represent transportation of the early settlers, the Missouri 
River on the East and the train going westward across the state.  The seal of silver and 
gold is centered on the field of blue. 
 
Most Worshipful Brother Alex, post the flag. 

 
Christian Flag 

 
Dennis Rix, Grand Marshal:  Presenting the Christian Flag tonight is Worshipful Brother 
Rob King, Grand Junior Steward, and member of Arbor Vitae # 92. 
 
We reverently recognize the Christian Flag.  The appropriately simple design of a white 
field, with a red Latin Cross inside a blue canton portrays deep and meaningful symbolism.  
The red cross symbolizes the blood of Christ, the blue symbolizes the waters of baptism, 
and the white symbolizes the purity and faithfulness of Jesus.  Together, the colors 
symbolize faith in God, love for all mankind, and the hope of resurrection after death to a 
glorious life eternal. 
 
Worshipful Brother Rob, post the flag. 
 

 
Eastern Star Flag 

 
Dennis Rix, Grand Marshal:  Presenting the Order of Eastern Star Flag tonight is Worshipful Brother 

Jim Cope, Personal Representative of the Grand Master, and member of Ruth Chapter # 
119. 
 
Our emblematic star on a field of white represents the principles of our order.  The five 
points of the star illustrate the impressive lessons of the heroines of our order.  Blue for 
Fidelity, Yellow for Constancy, White for Loyalty, Green for Faith, and Red for Love.  The 
center of the Star contains the open Holy Bible, which is emblematic of the Word of God. 
 
The Sisters and Brothers of the Order of Eastern Star are taught to be charitable and kind.  
The pride we exhibit by doing so causes us to ascribe to a higher standard of life.  When 
we walk in the light of our Star, we can continue to do the work of the Order. 
 
Worshipful Brother Jim, post the flag. 



 
Masonic Flag 

 
Dennis Rix:  Presenting the Masonic Flag tonight is Most Worshipful Brother John 
Ferguson, Grand Master of Masons of Nebraska, and member of Truth Chapter # 262. 
 
The Masonic Flag is a white square and compass surrounding a letter G on a field of blue.  
As with all flags it is full of symbolism.  The square and compass are the working tools of 
the operative mason, but as speculative Masons they remind us to circumscribe our desires 
and keep us within due bounds with all mankind, squaring our actions by the square of 
virtue.  In our ritual the letter G is said to refer to Geometry.  Some say it is for God.  My 
wife likes to say the G refers to: “Good Men Doing Great Things”.  The Masons stand as 
the rock that all appendant bodies are built upon, each adding to the base line of Brotherly 
Love, Relief, and Truth. 
 
Most Worshipful Brother John, post the flag. 
 

 
 

International Order of Rainbow for Girls Flag 
 
Dennis Rix:  Presenting the Rainbow Flag tonight is Katheryn Rice, Grand Worthy Advisor 
and member of Alpha Chapter #325. 
 
The flag of the International Order of the Rainbow for Girls displays the colors of the 
rainbow representing the impressive lessons of Love, Religion, Nature, Immortality, Fidelity, 
Patriotism, and Service.  Young girls join Rainbow in wide eyed wonder, and as they learn 
to embrace these lessons, they become accomplished young women. 
 
Katheryn, post your flag. 
 

 
Job’s Daughters Flag 

 
Dennis Rix, Grand Marshal: Presenting the Job’s Daughters Flag tonight is Grayce 
Dutcher, Grand Bethel Honored Queen, and soon to be member of Papillion Chapter # 114. 
 
The Job’s Daughters flag has a field of royal purple displaying a white triangle surrounding 
Job’s three daughters, each holding a symbol of an Epoch. The purple represents royalty 
and the white represents purity. These symbols remind them of three important influences 
in their young lives; God, Country, and Home. 
 “And in all the land were no women found so Fair as the Daughters of Job”. 
 
Grayce, post your flag. 



  
DeMolay Flag 

 
Dennis Rix, Grand Marshal: Presenting the DeMolay Flag tonight is Caleb Malousek, 
State Master Councilor, International Order of DeMolay in Nebraska. 
 
The red and white flag of the International Order of DeMolay displays the helmet and coat 
of arms of Jacque DeMolay.  The white symbolizes purity and cleanness of thought, word, 
and deed.  The three red stripes represent love of God, love of Home, and love of Country.  
The Order is based upon the life of Jacque DeMolay, who was distinguished as the Grand 
Master of the Knights Templar in the year 1298.  DeMolay remained loyal to his fellow 
knights despite being tortured and eventually killed.   
The young men of DeMolay strive to maintain the health of their spirit, mind, and body by 
living the seven core of their order:  Love of Parents, Reverence, Courtesy, Comradeship, 
Fidelity, Cleanness, and Patriotism. 
 
Caleb, post your flag. 

 
 

POW / MIA Flag 
Dennis Rix:  Presenting the POW/MIA Flag tonight is Illustrious Sir Bryan Demming, 
Potentate of Tangier Shrine, an Airman First Class United States Air Force veteran who 
served in the Persian Gulf, Operation Desert Storm with search and recovery missions, and 
a member of Alpha Chapter # 325. 
 
The stark image displayed on the black and white POW/MIA Flag is a fitting reminder of 
those “Unreturned Veterans” that are a part of the horrible cost of war.  On August 10th, 
1990 the 101st Congress passed recognition of the POW/MIA Flag as a symbol of our 
Nation’s commitment to resolving as fully as possible the fates of Americans who are 
prisoners, missing, and unaccounted for in Southeast Asia.  Today our US service men and 
women remain scattered around the globe, placed in harm’s way, protecting the freedoms 
we each enjoy today.   This reminds us that “Freedom is not free”. 
 
Will all service members, active and retired, please rise.  We thank you for your service.  
(Applause). *** All who are able, please rise. 
 
Illustrious Sir Bryan, post the flag. 
 
Dennis Rix, Grand Marshal: Please be seated.  In closing, I want to thank Sister Caryn 
Ziettlow, Grand Organist and member of Ruth Chapter #119, for her beautiful music.  Thank 
you to all those that presented the flags and all of you that honored them and the flags they 
presented for us.  A special thank you to Adam Grazier for playing taps.  This concludes the 
flag ceremony.  Thank you for allowing me this privilege.  Enjoy the rest of your evening. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Would you join us in thanking Brother Dennis Rix for the beautiful 
Flag Tribute?  (Appause) We will now get ready for the introduction of our Grand Officers. 
 
The Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, and Grand Marshal left the stage. 
               



                                  PRESENTATION OF GRAND OFFICERS 
 

The 2023-2024 Grand Officers were presented to the members and guests by 
Past Grand Patron Alvin Benemerito with background music by Sister Mary Ann 
Stevens #189.  The Grand Officers and their Escorts entered from the doors in 
the West and were introduced behind Esther’s Station.  Following their 
introduction, they proceeded to the East where they were seated on the dais and  
remained there until the Opening Formations were completed.  Brother Alvin’s 
introductions of the Grand Officers were repeated at the opening of each evening 
session during Grand Chapter. 
 
Alvin Benemerito, PGP: Welcome to the 148th Session of the Grand Chapter of 
Nebraska, Order of the Eastern Star.  We are thrilled to have you with us here this evening 
to share in our “To God Be the Glory” Grand Session.  It is my honor and privilege to 
present to you the “Flutterby's”, “Caterpillers”, and “Morning Glories” – the “To God Be the 
Glory” Grand Family.  They have fluttered around the State and to other jurisdictions this 
past year and they are eager to share their thoughts and favorite memories with a praise of 
hymn or two with all of you tonight. 
 
Our Grand Sentinel, Brother Rick Baker, is the outer guard of our Grand Chapter and 
protects our security.  He is currently admitted here at one of the local hospitals in Kearney.  
His grand companion and wife, Sister Becky Baker, is with him there.  They are members of 
Alpha Chapter No.325 in Bellevue. (After being released from the hospital on Tuesday, he 
was part of the Grand Officers Introductions on Wednesday and Thursday nights).  Brother 
Rick is the outer guard of our Grand Chapter and protects our security.  He is escorted by 
his Companion and wife, Becky.  Brother Rick is a member of Bellevue Lodge No. 325 and 
serves on the Advisory Board of Athena Assembly No.24, International Order of the 
Rainbow for Girls.  His favorite memories of this year are traveling, playing the license plate 
game, and meeting new people at our Area Visitations.  His favorite Scripture is Matthew 7, 
Verse 7, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you.”  It explains that we have unlimited opportunities before us. 
 
Our Grand Warder, Sister Kerri Staub, is the Flutterby of peace and harmony as the inner 
guard of  our Grand Chapter.  She is escorted by her husband, Brother Alan Straub.  They 
are Worthy Matron and Worthy Patron of Narcissus Chapter No. 269.  Brother Alan is a 
Lieutenant for the Omaha Police Department.  He has been very supportive of Kerri 
throughout her Rainbow and Eastern Star journeys, as well as her medical journey.  They 
will be celebrating their 20th anniversary this summer.  Sister Kerri joined Rainbow in 1997 
when a friend asked her to join on very short notice and she said, yes, and just like that, 
she gained an entire family of Sisters and friends that she needed so much at that time of 
her life. Sister Kerri's favorite memory of this year was being too able to travel to the 
International Peace Gardens, which is something she has wanted to do for years and is 
thankful for this opportunity.  Sister Kerri has many favorite verses and songs, and one of 
her favorites is “You Say” by Lauren Daigle. 
 
And now for our “Morning Glories” – our Grand Electa, Sister Kayloni Triplett, represents 
the red ray of our central star and is our Sister of Love.  Sister Kayloni is escorted by Sister 
Coleen Nelson.  They are members of Narcissus Chapter No. 269.  Sister Kayloni served 
on the Advisory Board of Benson Diana Assembly No. 2, International Order of Rainbow for 
Girls.  Her father is a Past Master of John J. Mercer Lodge in Omaha.  Her favorite 
memories of this year are having stayed with Sister Karla at her home, listening to music 
from one of her favorite musicals, and she also enjoyed many laughs with her traveling 
companion and sharing a hotel room with Sister Kerri at the Kansas-Nebraska Reunion.  
Her favorite hymn is “Go Tell It On the Mountain”, because it reminds her of her 
Grandfather when they would sing in Church together and he lived his life as an example of 
his faith. (On Wednesday evening, she was escorted by PGP Brother Harold “Terry” Terry, 



Narcissus Chapter No. 269.  On Thursday evening, she was escorted by Sister Gretchen 
Grupe, Narcissus Chapter No. 269.) 
 
Our Grand Martha, Sister Robin Mason, represents the green ray of our central star and is 
our Sister of Faith.  Sister Robin is escorted by her daughters, Piper and Jenna, who are 
members of the Dandelion Pledge Group for Lincoln Assembly No. 6, International Order of 
Rainbow for Girls.  Robin is a plural member of Mrytle Chapter No. 94 and Temple Chapter 
No. 71 of Lincoln, and Bethany Chapter No. 113 in Ainsworth.  Sister Robin is a Majority 
Member of O'Neill Rainbow Assembly No. 31, Pledge Mom of the Dandelion Pledge Group 
for Lincoln Assembly, and Grand Deputy for Nebraska Rainbow.  She is a Past Council 
Member of Bethel No. 27, Job's Daughters, and a member of Naphis Temple No. 6, 
Daughters of the Nile.  She is a third-generation member of the Masonic family and has 
other family members in Eastern Star in Alpha and Mrytle Chapters.  Her favorite hymn is 
“Be Thou My Vision”, because its beautiful melody also brings her a sense of calm.  She  
loves the words, “thee” and “thou” from old English.  She says it speaks to her and her 
faith. (On Wednesday, she was escorted by her husband, Brother Gregg Mason of Myrtle  
Chapter No. 94 in Lincoln.  On Thursday evening, she was escorted by Sister Roxanne 
O'Neill of Chapters #94 and #113.) 
 
Our Grand Esther, Sister Tiffany Westerholt, represents the white ray of our central star 
and is our “Sister of Loyalty”.  Tonight, she is escorted by her brothers, Connor and Trevor 
Westerholt.  One of her greatest supporters and helper is her sister, Theresa Westerholt, 
who is sitting on the sidelines.  Sister Tiffany is a Plural Member of Temple Chapter No. 271 
and Electa Chapter No. 8 in Lincoln.  In her Masonic journey – she is Mother Advisor for 
Lincoln Assembly, International Rainbow for Girls.   Sister Tiffany has several favorite 
memories of this year and she shares two of them this evening: The International Peace 
Garden.  She says, “The Gardens are lovely, and a woman was telling fortunes for her, and 
she really hopes they come true”.  I wonder what it was?  Her other favorite member is 
going to the Colorado Railroad Museum in Golden, Colorado.  Sister Tiffany's favorite 
spiritual song is “Do Something” by Matthew West, because it makes her continue to 
looking forward into the world to do good.  (On Wednesday evening, she was escorted by 
Sister Sue Stroud of Electa Chapter No. 8 and on Thursday evening, she was escorted by 
Kelly Stahly of Blue River Chapter No. 132). 
 
Sister Angi Miller is our Grand Ruth.  She represents the yellow ray of our central star and 
is our Sister of Constancy.  Tonight, she is escorted by her mother and Grand Companion, 
Sister Darlene Brown.  They are members of Home Chapter No. 189 in Plattsmouth.  Sister 
Angi is a Past Honor Queen of Job's Daughters, having joined under her uncle.  She said, 
“I only knew he drove one of those little cars.”  After reaching Majority, she joined Eastern 
Star and a year later was installed as Adah, when her parents were Worthy Matron and 
Worthy Patron.  Her favorite memory of this year was being able to visit so many other 
Chapters and see how we all do things a little differently, but we are here for the same 
reason.  She loves the strong Masonic relations that she is making.  Her favorite song is, 
“That's What Faith Can Do”, because in life we are given so many trials, some are tough 
and hard to understand.  She believes that faith is what helps her get through some of 
those trials. (On Wednesday evening, she was escorted by PGM Dee Schuetz, Home 
Chapter No. 189; and on Thursday evening, she was escorted by her Page, Sister Barb 
Davenport, Home Chapter No. 189). 
 
Our Grand Adah, Sister Denise Lasiter, represents the blue ray of our central star and is 
our “Sister of Fidelity”, she is escorted by her daughter and Grand Companion, Sister 
Megan Pruitt.  They are members of Luna Chapter No. 169 in Elkhorn.  Sister Denise 
began her Masonic journey as a Rainbow Girl back in the 50's.  Her mother heard about 
Eastern Star and asked her father to become a Mason.  Denise joined Eastern Star and 
served as Worthy Matron in 1985 and has been elected to serve again in 2025, 40 years 
later.  Sister Denise regrets some lost years while she was inactive and credits her 
daughter, Megan, for bringing her back to Star.  She says she loves all of her Eastern Star 



years.  Her favorite hymn is “Lord of the Dawn” because it brings back memories of being 
in Church with her young family. 
 
Our Grand Organist, Sister Caryn Ziettlow, is the Flutterby of Music and Poetry.  Tonight 
she is escorted by her Grand Page, Sister Ruth Negus, a Past Grand Organist and a 
member of Vesta Chapter No. 6 in Omaha.  Sister Caryn is a member of Ruth Chapter No. 
119 in North Bend.  Sister Caryn became a Job's Daughter in Chadron, Nebraska in the 
80's.  She did not participate much in Masonic organizations after graduating from high 
school and until she moved to North Bend, when one of her teacher-friends asked her to 
join Star.  She joined Ruth Chapter and has enjoyed Star ever since.  Her favorite memory 
of this year is playing at various events throughout the year.  She has been able to perform 
all sorts of music, but she rarely gets to practice or play.  Her favorite praise song is “Look 
Up Child” by Lauren Daigle, a song sang for her by her best friend when she needed a 
pick-me-up one day, and it has been her song of choice when she needs to remember that 
the Lord is always there in good times and the bad times. (On Wednesday, she was 
escorted by her parents, Norman and Betty Martin.) 
 
Our Grand Marshal, Brother Dennis Rix, is our Brother of Direction.  He is escorted by his 
wife and Grand Companion, Sister Nan Rix.  They are members of Ruth Chapter No. 119 in 
North Bend.  He became a Master Mason in 1974 and served three times as Worshipful 
Master of Fremont Lodge No. 50.  He is a Plural Member of Victory Lodge No. 310 in 
Valley.  He was initiated into Eastern Star at Grand Chapter in 2000 and served two times 
as Worthy Patron of Arbor Vitae Chapter No. 92.  He served as Chapter Dad for Fremont 
Chapter of Order of DeMolay in 2004.  Dennis is a Scottish Rite Mason and was awarded a 
32nd Degree in KCCH in 2015.  He is a Noble of Tangier Shrine and a York Rite Mason.  
Most Worshipful Sir Dennis served as Grand Master of Nebraska in 2016.  His favorite 
memory of this year is the love, caring and compassion that was extended to him and Nan 
during and after his hospitalization last May. 
 
Our Grand Chaplain, Brother Bernie Hauber, is our Brother of Devotion.  He is escorted 
by his wife and Grand Companion, Sister Maril.  They are members of Trinity Chapter No. 
29 in Omaha and Queen Esther Chapter No. 1 in Raton, New Mexico.  Brother Bernie had 
no Masonic affiliation until he married Maril.  Maril's father, Joe, was Worshipful Master of 
his Masonic Lodge in New Mexico and her mother had once served as Grand Electa in the 
Grand Chapter of New Mexico.  Maril has served as a Grand Officer of the International 
Order for Rainbow for Girls in New Mexico.  When the Haubers moved to Nebraska in 
1990, Maril found Westside Assembly nearby and introduced their daughter, Andrea, to 
Rainbow.  Bernie joined Covert Lodge No. 11 and twice served as Master.  He joined Trinity 
Chapter No. 299 and served as Worthy Patron in 1999 and several other times after that.  
His favorite memory of this year is going to the International Peace Gardens.  The flower 
and grounds are beautiful and especially because he was asked to serve during the 
Sunday morning service with the Most Worthy Grand Matron and Most Worthy Grand 
Chaplain.  Brother Bernie has helped leading songs at church and has several favorite 
hymns, but “Jerusalem, My Destiny” plays a special place in his heart. 
 
Our Associate Grand Conductress, Sister Andy Stewart, is our Sister of Leadership.  She 
is escorted by her Grand Page and dear friend, Sister Karen Phillips.  Andy is a Plural 
Member of Signet Chapter No. 55 in North Platte, Ogallala Chapter No. 142, and Oshkosh 
Chapter No. 264 n Oshkosh.  Sister Karen is a member of Signet Chapter No. 55 in North 
Platte.  One of Sister Andy's favorite memories this year is visiting with all of her Sisters and 
Brothers and especially, the support she received when her husband, Mike, passed away.  
Her favorite hymns are “Amazing Grace” and “In the Garden”, because the words have so 
much power and she loves to sing them. 
 
Our Grand Conductress, Sister Gloria Guern, is our Sister of Preparation.  Tonight, she is 
escorted by her mother and Grand Companion, Sister Jerrie Wilcox, Past Grand Matron.  
Sister Gloria is a Plural Member of Papillion Chapter No. 114 and Blue River Chapter No. 
132 in Milford.  Sister Jerri is a Plural Member of Papillion Chapter No. 114, and Council 



Bluffs Chapter No. 441 in Council Bluffs, Iowa. Sister Gloria is a Past Honored Queen of 
Job's Daughters and a Past DeMolay Sweetheart.  She currently assists with Rainbow and 
her granddaughter is a Pledge.  Sister Gloria's favorite memory is “all the times we were 
able to be together and to visit our Sisters and Brothers”.  Her favorite hymns are “Amazing 
Grace”, “Onward Christian Soldiers”, and “Nearer My God to Thee”, because they all make 
her feel her faith.  (On Wednesday, she was escorted by her son, Pillip Guern, who became 
a member at this Grand Chapter.  On Thursday evening, Sister Gloria was escorted by her 
daughter and Page, Sister Bethany Donica, and her granddaughter.  Sister Bethany is a 
member of Papillion Chapter No. 114.) 
 
Our Grand Treasurer, Sister Karla Lawler, is our Sister of Finance.  She is escorted by her 
Grand Page, Sister Carol Thompson, a member of Ogallala Chapter No. 142.  Sister Karla 
is a Plural Member of Ogallala Chapter No. 142, Oshkosh Chapter No. 264, and Signet 
Chapter No. 55 in North Platte.  Sister Karla's dad was a Mason for over 75 years and was 
very active in Ogallala Lodge.  Her grandparents were also active in the Ogallala Chapter in 
their early years.  Karla says, “Eastern Star is 'it' for her”.  Her favorite memory this year is 
going to the International Peace Gardens with Linda, Dennis and Cheryl Beckius.  “It was 
delightful and fun from laughing about an overabundance of flies, which entertained four 
adults very easily.  It was a beautiful, God-created, garden.  It was unforgettable”.  Her 
favorite hymn is “Blessed Assurance”, because she professes Jesus in her and she is Him. 
 
Our Grand Secretary, Sister Jan Thoman, Past Grand Matron, is our Sister of Intelligence.  
Tonight, she is escorted by Past Grand Matron Sister Dee Schuetz, her Fraternal Mom and 
a member of Home Chapter No. 189.  Sister Jan is a Plural Member of Chapter No. 9 in 
Beatrice, and Martha Washington Chapter No. 153 in Lincoln.  Sister Jan joined Eastern 
Star because of her parents.  She joined under her dad, Loren, and is thankful for that gift.  
She is also a member of the Daughters of the Nile.  Sister Jan's favorite memory is seeing 
and visiting with our Sisters and Brothers at our Visitations.  Her favorite worship songs are 
“Mary Did You Know”, “Our Prayer”, and “Bethlehem Morning”. (On Wednesday evening, 
Sister Jan was escorted by PGM Sister Beverly Donham; and on Thursday evening, she 
was escorted by PGP Brother Michael Donham.) 
 
Our Associate Grand Patron, Brother Keith Lindvall, is our Brother of Divine Guidance.  
He is escorted by his wife and Grand Companion, Sister Rita Lindvall.  They are members 
of Tuscan Chapter No. 35 in Kearney.  Brother Keith is a member of Rob Morris Lodge No. 
46 in Kearney.  He began his Masonic history as a child.  He said his parents were social 
animals.  He was active in 4-H as a youth and joined an Ag Fraternity in college and began 
his Masonic life at that time.  He became a Master Mason and joined the Shrine and had a 
stepdaughter who lived at the Eastern Star Home in Fremont.  Brother Keith's favorite 
memories this year are traveling throughout Nebraska and to other states making new 
friends and renewing old acquaintances, getting to know the Grand Family, and preparing 
for this next year.  His favorite hymns are “Just a Closer Walk With Thee” and “Amazing 
Grace”. 
 
Our Associate Grand Matron, Sister Sheli Rice, is our Sister of Light.  She is escorted by 
her husband and Grand Companion, Brother Bryan Rice. She is a member of Alpha 
Chapter No. 325 in Bellevue.  Sister Sheli is a Majority Member of Athena Assembly No. 
24, International Order of Rainbow for Girls and is a member of Sat-ra Temple No. 59, 
Daughters of the Nile.  Her father, Joe Urich, belonged to Bellevue Lodge No. 325 and 
Alpha Chapter No. 325.  Her mother, Claudia, joined Eastern Star so she could attend 
Sheli's Rainbow meetings in the 80's when Sheli was the Worthy Advisor.  Her favorite 
memory this year was spending time with her Sisters and Brothers in Nebraska and visiting 
other Grand Jurisdictions where members enjoyed each other's company while sharing 
common bonds and goals.  Her favorite song is from “Magnifico”, where Mary sings for joy 
and praise for all God's fulfilled promises and those yet to come.  It is a song of hope and 
joy.  (On Wednesday night, she was escorted by her daughter, Sister Katheryn Rice, a 
member of Alpha Chapter No. 325, Bellevue.) 
 



Our Worthy Grand Patron, Brother Lucian Cecil Smith, is our Brother of Masonic 
Relations.  Tonight, he is escorted by his Grand Page, Sister Susie Nielsen.  They are 
members of Home Chapter No. 189 in Plattsmouth.  Brother Cecil is a member of Blue 
Lodge No. 6 in Plattsmouth and various other Appendant Bodies, including the Nebraska 
Chapter No. 3, Royal Arch Masons; the Admiron Council No. 5, Cryptic Masons; Mount 
Zion Commandry No. 5, Knights Templar; Scottish Rite; and National Sojourners, all in 
Omaha.  His favorite memory this year was the initiations involving the “To God Be the 
Glory” Grand Family.  He says they “were heartfelt and impressive, and made me proud to 
be a part of this Grand Family”.  His favorite hymn is “Holy, Holy, Holy”, because of its 
description of God, and it goes with our Grand Chapter theme.  (On Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings, Brother Cecil was escorted by his wife and Grand Companion, Sister 
Nicole Smith, a member of Home Chapter No. 189 in Plattsmouth.) 
 
Our Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Linda Dubry, is our Sister of Authority.  She is escorted 
by her husband, Brother Dennis Dubry.  They are Plural Members of Sunshine Chapter No. 
261, Dome Rock Chapter No. 215, and Signet Chapter No. 55.  Sister Linda was a member 
of Pikes Peak Assembly No. 4 of International Order of Rainbow for Girls where she served 
as Worthy Advisor.  She received the Grand Cross of Color and served the Grand 
Assembly of Colorado as Grand Charity.  She became a member of Glen Eyrie Chapter No. 
8 in 1971 and was obligated by her father, David Finlay, who was Worthy Patron at that 
time.  He was Past Master of Castle Lodge No. 13 and was a Scottish Rite Mason and a 
Shriner.  Her fraternal grandfather was a member of the York Rite.  Her fraternal 
grandmother was a member of the Eastern Star and the Daughters of the Nile.  Linda's 
mom joined Eastern Star to be able to attend Rainbow meetings and served as a straw 
candidate when Linda was initiated into Star during an official visit of Grand Chapter of 
Colorado.  Sister Linda has many favorite hymns, having served as Grand Organist and a 
Church organist.  Some of her favorites are “My Tribute” and “He”. “My Tribute” gives 
glories of God for things she has but never deserved, that He has given her, and she chose 
“He' because it was one of her father's favorite songs and it tells of all the miraculous things 
that God can do, and although it makes Him sad to see the way you live, He will always 
say, “I forgive”.  Sister Linda says, “Because Christ loved me enough to die to save me, I 
believe He is alive today and has sent His Holy Spirit to live in me.  He cast all of my 
burdens upon Himself to give me eternal life”. 
 
Alvin Benemerito, PGP:  Sisters, Brothers, Friends, here is your 2023 and 2024 “To God 
Be the Glory” Grand Family.  (Applause) 
 
   OPENING FORMATIONS 
 
Alvin Benemerito, PGP:  You have just met the “To God be the Glory” Grand Family.  They 
have “fluttered” around Nebraska and other Jurisdictions and have now landed for the final 
portion of their flight.  We will now ask you to sit back and enjoy the formations created by 
our March Directors and will be executed by the participating members of this Grand 
Chapter. 
 

A Holy Bible was formed by the Group. 
 
Alvin Benemerito, PGP:   Our participating Assistant Grand Sentinels, Worthy Patrons and 
Brother Grand Representatives along with the Assistant Grand Warders have formed the 
base of the Bible.  The Pages, Worthy Matrons, followed by the District Grand Supervisors 
and Grand Representatives, have completed the pages of this Great Book.  As we learn 
from our lessons, “No matter where our journeys may take us, we always remember that so 
long as we keep close to God and his teachings, we are safely in His hands”.  (Applause) 
 

The Sisters in the formation left the floor and a Plumbline was formed by the 
Brothers in the Group 
, 



Alvin Benemerito, PGP: Our Brothers have formed a plumbline, a symbol for this year.  
The plumbline is actually a weight attached to the end of a piece of string, used primarily to 
make sure that a wall is straight up and down.  From the Book of Amos, we learn it was a 
call to embrace the true worship of God that should always lead to justice, righteousness, 
and loving our neighbor. In Freemasonry, it reminds Masons to equally apply their own 
standards of justice and moral character to themselves and society.  (Applause) 
 

The Sisters returned and a Butterfly was formed by the entire group. 
 
Alvin Benemerito, PGP: The final formation is the beautiful butterfly. We learn many 
lessons from the butterfly.  It does not start out with beauty but requires change.  
Caterpillars have to earn their wings by enduring the change of metamorphosis which takes 
time; but the change you get is worth the wait.  Let us be like the butterfly, when there are 
new adventures on the horizon is when you follow the butterfly’s calling and allow yourself 
to dance on the wind.  (Applause) 
 
Alvin Benemerito, PGP: We now ask Sister Linda Dubry to give her dedication. 
 
The participants remained in the final formation while the dedication and 
invocation were given. 
 
              DEDICATION and INVOCATION 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  This evening we dedicate the “To God Be the Glory” Grand Session 
to our loving, omnipotent, and omnipresent, faithful God who created us and gave us life 
and purpose and who guides us each day.  May all we do honor and glorify Him. 
 
To our Grand family who has demonstrated His love and compassionate care for the 
members of our Order across the state and beyond; we are grateful that each of you said 
“yes” to the call to serve. 
 
To the Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons who are always willing and ready to 
see that the welfare of this Grand Chapter is preserved and that our work moves forward in 
beneficial ways in the hope of a bright future for our Order. 
 
To the members of the Masonic bodies who give us support, heritage, and a legacy to allow 
us to continue to grow as an organization. We pledge our continued support to you to help 
in any way we can to make our Masonic Family thrive. 
 
To the members of our Subordinate Chapters who spend hours of their time, talents, and 
monetary support for our projects and for the benefit of their various communities. 
 
Thank you for your devotion to our beautiful Order!  May God’s richest blessings be yours 
in abundance! 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Brother Wayne Andreasen, Jr. Past Grand Patron, would you please 
bring us our Invocation. 
 
                             INVOCATION 
 
Wayne Andreasen, PGP:  Let us pray:  Almighty God, we ask your blessings upon all who 
have gathered here on this momentous occasion.  May your spirit enlighten our minds, 
purify our vision and strengthen our love for each other that we may be able to bring your 
peace to a very needy world. 
 
I pray this week: That this might be a time of joy and laughter that will give us memories we 
can use to brighten the times of sadness and tears. 



 
That this might be a time of peace, harmony and love that will lift up our best qualities and 
the best of our Order. 
 
That this might be a time of planting the seeds of new friendships that will give us Sisters 
and Brothers time to share our love. 
 
That this might be a time for harvesting new ideas and goals that will change for the better 
for ourselves and our Chapters. 
 
That this might be a time when our lives will shine forth the news of Eastern Star, when we 
give freely of ourselves just as the butterfly gives freely of its beauty for all to see. 
 
I pray that this will be a time when we will truly know God's love and His blessings.  Amen 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Brother Wayne. 
 
The Grand Officers retired from the East, followed by the exit of the opening 
formation participants. 
 
                 GRAND CHAPTER CALLED TO ORDER 
 
Following the opening formations, the Grand Conductress and the Associate 
Grand Conductress escorted Sister Laurie Sieg, Junior Past Grand Matron, and 
Brother Wayne Andreasen, Junior Past Grand Patron through the Labyrinth to 
the East.   
 
Wayne Andreasen, PGP:   Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Distinguished 
Guests, Sisters and Brothers:  Once again Grand Chapter time is here, and I am deeply 
grateful for the privilege of joining Sister Laurie in welcoming you to this our “To God be the 
Glory” Session.  I hope this week will create memories bright with the promise of a 
wonderful future.  This week will be a tribute to the splendid leadership Sister Linda and 
Brother Cecil, our Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron, have given us this year.  
May those of you who are in attendance take home with you the memory of inspiring 
friendships and fraternal fellowships.  Again a most sincere and hearty welcome to this our 
one hundred forty-eighth Session of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska. 
 

Junior Past Grand Matron Sister Laurie Sieg called the Grand Chapter to Order 
and the Grand Pages entered the Grand Chapter room.  They performed a short 
drill, which ended by their forming lines in the northwest and southwest corners 
of the room to await the entrance of the Grand Officers. They escorted the Grand 
Officers as they entered and the Pages then dropped  off in the East.  The Grand 
Officers continued with their traditional Nebraska Grand Officers march. The 
Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress escorted the Worthy 
Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patrons through the Labyrinth to the East.  The 
Enchanters Singing Group sang, “To God Be the Glory” as the Worthy Grand 
Matron and Worthy Grand Patron ascended the dais and were given the Grand 
Honors by the members.  The Grand Pages then exited the floor and the Grand 
Officers assumed their stations. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Welcome to our Distinguished Guests, Sisters, Brothers, Visitors, and 
Friends.  We extend to you our fraternal love for taking the time to join us at the “To God Be 
the Glory” Grand Chapter Session.   
 
Cecil Smith, WGP:  I would also like to add my welcome to everyone attending this Grand 



Session and to everyone who has helped Sister Linda and I plan, prepare, and accomplish 
all that was needed for these next few days. Our main scripture this year is Psalm 34:3 “O 
magnify the Lord with me and let us exalt His name together.” Tonight, we will be 
introducing members of the Appendant Masonic Bodies.  We are delighted to have you all 
with us to open this Grand Chapter Session, “To God Be the Glory”. 
 

Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sisters and Brothers, please unite with me in singing our Praise 
Hymn for this evening: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”. 
 

The Opening song, “Great is Thy Faithfulness” was sung by all. 
 

Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Laurie and Brother Wayne, thank you for opening our 148

th

 
Grand Chapter Session this evening. Sister Laurie, I truly appreciate your friendship and 
advice as one of my Advisory Committee members. Thank you for being here for me. I 
cherish the friendship we have developed these past few years. Brother Wayne, thank you 
for the lovely invocation you gave this evening and for all that you do for this Grand Chapter 
as a co-chair of the General Arrangements Committee.  Without your dedication and 
beautiful work, we would be hard-pressed to prepare for this Grand Session.   
 
Cecil Smith, WGP:  Sister Laurie, thank you for opening this Grand Chapter.  It is always 
good to be in Chapter with you.  Thank you for your service to our Grand Chapter and for 
your loving kindness and friendship.  Brother Wayne, thank you also for opening this Grand 
Chapter. You are steadfast in your work and support of Masonry and Eastern Star. Thank 
you for your loving kindness and friendship. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Grand Marshal, Brother Dennis – your Flag Tribute was inspiring.  
Thank you so much for making this ceremony meaningful. Each of these flags is special to 
us and our Masonic heritage. To all those who helped with this beautiful ceremony, thank 
you for your assistance. May we all be reminded of the freedoms with which God has 
blessed us. 
 
Sister Caryn, in music, we find our soul’s expression of praise to our Creator; we find 
encouragement for our spirit and the spirits of others; and we find peace to deal with the 
stresses of everyday life.  Thank you for sharing your special gift with us. We always look 
forward to hearing your beautiful music. 
 
To the Enchanters, thank you for sharing your beautiful music with us. I look forward to 
hearing much more from you and our Glory’s Glow Choir as our session progresses. Thank 
you! 
 
Brother Alvin, you do a fantastic job with the narration and presentation of the Grand 
Officers.  Thank you for accepting the task!  We appreciate all you do for us and this Grand 
Chapter.    
 
Sister Ruth, your prelude music was beautiful.  We appreciate your help in starting our 
Grand Session on such a beautiful note. Thank you. 
 
Sisters Beverly, Betty, and Karan, thank you, dear Sisters, for your cleverness in making 
possible the formations we will enjoy during our Session.  No matter where I visit, someone 
will always say how much they enjoy the drills and marches in Nebraska.  This is a great 
tribute to you and I want you to know how much we appreciate your efforts, patience, and 
dedication.  Thank you for accepting this responsibility. 
   
To our General Arrangements volunteers, the transformation of this room always amazes 
me with what you can achieve in two short days. Thank you for creating such a beautiful 
Chapter room for us. 
 



To Brother Albert Fisher, thank you for sharing your time and expertise with our lighting and 
sound.  Your use of technology enhances our beautiful setting.  The work you and Sister 
Wanda do each year to prepare for our Grand Chapter Session is marvelous. Thanks for all 
you do!   
 
Sister Tiffany, you have made the viewing of our open portions of our Session by our 
Eastern Star members and family members possible on Facebook Live. Thank you for 
sharing your talents with us, and thank you, too, Sister Katheryn. 
 
It is difficult to comprehend the many hours of planning and labor that are necessary in 
preparing for our Grand Chapter. Thank you to all those who have helped in any way.   
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: We now come to that part of our evening when we meet our 
distinguished guests. The Worthy Grand Patron and I will be taking turns as much as 
possible with our welcomes.  We will also be sharing some words of wisdom, jokes, and 
verses with you, so enjoy.  Please know that as we greet you, we each speak for the other 
as well 
 

   PRESENTATION OF GUESTS 

 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Conductress, you will introduce the Officers of the Grand 
Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska and Heads of Other Masonic 
Bodies.  Sister Associate Grand Conductress, you will assist. 
 

     Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. 
    And 
                    Heads of Other Masonic Bodies 
 
The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress, 
introduced the Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge, Ancient and Accepted Masons 
of Nebraska, and Heads of other Masonic Bodies.  The following were introduced 
behind Grand Esther's Station: 
 
From the Grand Lodge, AF&AM:  Right Worshipful Brother John 
Herbolsheimer, Deputy Grand Master; Most Worshipful Brother James 
Carlton, Past Grand Master and Grand Secretary; Worshipful Brothers Eric J. 
BenSalah, Grand Senior Deacon; Jeffrey L. Burman, Grand Junior Deacon; 
Robert King, Grand Junior Steward; and Jim Cope, Personal Representative to 
the Grand Master. 
 
From the Grand York Rite of Nebraska:  Most Excellent Lucian Cecil Smith, 
Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Nebraska; Most 
Illustrious Dan Marr, Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council of Cryptic 
Masons of Nebraska; Sir Knight Mervyn Moeller, Right Eminent Grand 
Commander of Grand Commandery Knight Templar of Nebraska; and Right 
Excellent Companion Mark Rossignol, Grand Secretary/Recorder, Grand York 
Rite of Nebraska. 
 
Shrine: Illustrious Sir Bryan Deming, Potentate of Tangier Shrine, Omaha. 
 
Daughters of the Nile: Her Majesties Deb McMullin, Queen of Sat-ra Temple 
#59, Omaha; and Cindy Eberspacher, Queen of Naphis Temple #66, Lincoln. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters, Brothers and Friends, Welcome!  “Give to the world the best 



you have, and the best will come back to you!” All of you are leaders because you have 
given your respective organizations your best, and we celebrate your efforts! 
 

The Officers of the Grand Lodge and Heads of Other Masonic Bodies were 
escorted to the East where they were given a hearty welcome and then seated in 
the East. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will present the Past Grand Masters 
of the Grand Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska. 
 

            Past Grand Masters of Masons 
 

The Grand Conductress introduced the following Past Grand Masters of 
the Grand Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska 
behind Grand Esther's Station:  Most Worshipful Brothers James F. 
Brown, Jr.; Bruce Baker; Dennis Rix; Ronald Stites; and James 
Carlton. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP:  Most Worshipful Sirs, “Friendship is like wet cement.  The longer you 
stand on it, the harder it gets to leave, and you can never go without leaving a footprint.”  
Thank you for the solid foundation you form and the footprints you have left for all of us to 
follow.   
 

The Grand Conductress was instructed to conduct the Past Grand Masters of 
Masons to the East, where they were given a hearty welcome and seated in the 
East. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Grand Conductress, you will present the Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska. 
 

  Grand Master of Masons and His Lady 
 
The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress, 
introduced the Grand Master of Masons, Most Worshipful Brother John 
Ferguson, and his Lady, Liz Ferguson, behind Grand Esther's Station. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Grand Master Brother John, it is an honor to have you with us this 
evening, and you as well, Sister Liz.   We have been friends a long time, and it seems 
fitting that we would lead our respective organizations at the same time.  Mahatma Ghandi 
said, “The Future depends on what you do today.” Nothing could be truer of the time and 
positions in which we find ourselves!   
 

The Grand Conductress escorted the Grand Master, and the Associate Grand 
Conductress escorted His Lady to the East where the Worthy Grand Patron then 
led the Masonic Brothers in the audience in giving the Grand Master the Masonic 
Grand Honors. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Most Worshipful John, thank you for being here. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters and Brothers, you will join with me in giving them a hearty 
welcome.  (Applause) Most Worshipful Brother John, please bring greetings on behalf of 
the Grand Lodge and all Nebraska Masons. 
 

 



      GRAND MASTER OF NEBRASKA A.F & A.M. 
 
John Ferguson, Grand Master: Worthy Grand Matron Linda and Worthy Grand Patron 
Cecil, thank you for allowing me to bring greetings from Grand Lodge.  As we gather here 
tonight, I am reminded of the power of community.  Together, we can achieve great things   
with the collaboration of our collective efforts and the tribute to the hardworking of everyone 
involved.  I believe that we are all here tonight because we share a common goal – that is 
to improve the lives of those around us, to make a difference in our communities and to 
cause a positive impact upon the world.  We are all working towards something greater 
than ourselves and I want to assure you that with the passion and commitment that I have 
seem in this room, we will achieve our goals.  We will continue to make progress, to push 
boundaries, and make the world a better place.  Thank you for having me here tonight. 
(Applause) 
 

Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Most Worshipful Grand Master, for bringing greetings.  We 
appreciate the efforts you have made to join us, and we thank you sincerely for your 
greetings and good wishes.  You are all invited to remain on the stage until after our Youth 
Presentations. 
  
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will present our Youth Leaders and 

Adult Youth Leaders, Sister Associate Grand Conductress, you will assist.  You are all 

invited to remain on the stage until after our Youth Presentations. 
 
            YOUTH PRESENTATIONS 
 
The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress, 
introduced the following Youth and Adult Leaders behind Grand Esther's Station:  
Katheryn Rice, Grand Worthy Advisor, International Order of the Rainbow for 
Girls, 2024 Acting Supreme Worthy Advisor; Grayce Dutcher, Grand Bethel 
Honored Queen, Job's Daughters International, and Nebraska DeMolay State 
Sweetheart; Caleb Malousek, State Master Councilor, DeMolay International; 
Rem Watts, Miss Nebraska Job's Daughter; Isaac Barchus, State Senior 
Councilor, DeMolay; Tom Parker, State Junior Council, DeMolay; Abby Pickle, 
DeMolay State Sweetheart and Nebraska Rainbow Grand Choir Director; 
Breann Deming, Grand Patriotism, International Order of Rainbow; Sister Betty 
Garwood, Supreme Faith, Past Supreme Inspector, Member of House of Gold, 
International Order of the Rainbow for Girls; Sister Karan Birdsall, Supreme 
Deputy in Nebraska, International Order of the Rainbow for Girls; Sister Kori 
Radloff, Grand Guardian of Nebraska, Job's Daughters International; Brother 
Matthew Schell, Associate Grand Guardian, Job's Daughters International; and 
Grady Wells, Executive Officer, Nebraska DeMolay, DeMolay International. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: We are thrilled to have you with us tonight.  You represent our future 
members not only of our Eastern Star, but also of each of the Masonic bodies represented 
here tonight.  To you, I offer the following advice, “Never regret a day in your life.  Good 
days give you happiness, bad days give you experience, worst days give you lessons, and 
best days give you memories!” Again, thank you for being here tonight. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress, you 
will escort our Youth Leaders and Adult Youth Leaders to the East. 
 

The Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductresses escorted the Youth 
Groups and Adult Leaders to the East, where they given a hearty welcome and 
seated in the East. 



 
Linda Dubry, WGM: I now have the pleasure to introduce Grayce Dutcher, the Grand 
Bethel Honored Queen. And Rem Watts, Miss Nebraska Job’s Daughter. Grayce and Rem, 
will you please bring greetings on behalf of Jobs Daughters? 
 

        Grand Bethel Honored Queen and Miss Nebraska Job's Daughters 
 
Grayce Dutcher, Grand Bethel Honored Queen, Nebraska Job's Daughters: Worthy 
Grand Matron Linda, Worthy Grand Patron Cecil, Distinguished Guests and Friends:  Good 
Evening.  I want to thank you, Cecil and Linda, Jon asking me to be a part of tonight.  It is 
awesome ceremony and I am proud to be able to represent Job's Daughters.  I am so 
excited that we are going to be able to present to you guys our Youth Ceremony, and it is 
so exciting to learn a little bit more about some of our other organizations, so we thank you 
for that.  And then, on behalf of the Job's Daughters of Nebraska, I want to present this 
check for your projects.  We have enjoyed being with you this year and we are super 
excited to see how the new year is going to go with the Job's – because I love Job's.  Rem, 
Why do seagulls fly over the sea? 
 
Rem Watts, Miss Nebraska Job's Daughters:  I don't know – why do they fly over the 
sea? 
 
Grayce Dutcher: Because if they flew over the bay, they would be called bay-gulls!  
(Laughter) Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Rem Watts, Miss Nebraska Job's Daughters: Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand 
Patron, Distinguished Guests and Friends: Good Evening.  Thank you so much for having 
us here tonight.  It is a huge honor to be here representing Job's Daughters and Masonic 
Youth.   We will also be presenting a ceremony in a few moments, so I hope you will stay 
and learn about our Masonic Youth organizations.  I would also like to invite you to our 
Grand Session at our Grand Session Opening on Thursday, June 20th at 7:00 p.m.  Our 
theme is, "Be the Star You Are”, and we hope you will come to see the Nebraska Jobies' 
shine.  Thank you for having us here tonight and we wish you luck in your 2024-2025 year.  
Thank you. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you Grayce and Rem.  Brother Cecil and I are pleased to 
present this check to Job’s Daughters International in Nebraska from the Worthy Grand 
Matron and Worthy Grand Patron’s projects this year. We also have a small gift for the two 
of you with our appreciation. 
 
Grayce Dutcher and Rem Watts: Thank you so much.  (Applause) 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Grayce and Rem, we want to thank you for the time you have 
dedicated to leading the members of Job’s Daughters. Your Eastern Star family is always 
nearby if you need us.  Thank you. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: I now have the pleasure to introduce Sister Katheryn Rice, the Grand 
Worthy Advisor of the International Order of the Rainbow for Girls in Nebraska.  Sister 
Katheryn, will you please bring greetings? 
 
               Grand Worthy Advisor, International Order of Rainbow for Girls 
 
Katheryn Rice, Grand Worthy Advisor, International Order of Rainbow for Girls: 
Worthy Grand Matron Linda, Worthy Grand Patron Cecil, Distinguished Guests, Family, and 
Friends.  Good Evening.  I am Katheryn Rice, Grand Worthy Advisor for the International 
Order of the Rainbow for Girls in Nebraska.  I bring greetings on behalf of Mrs. Karan 
Birdsall, Supreme Deputy of Nebraska; Miss Betty Garwood, Supreme Faith and Past 
Supreme Inspection, and Member of the House of Gold from Nebraska; and all Nebraska 
Rainbow Girls and Pledges.  I would like to extend a thank you for the continuous love you 



share for Rainbow for Girls in Nebraska.  Thank you to Grand Chapter and to all Eastern 
Star members for your support and financial gifts in our efforts. 
 
Nebraska Rainbow has in the past few months been dancing like no one is watching and 
singing at the top of our lungs.  It's all about getting out of your comfort zone and daring you 
to move.  Our colors are lavender, white, royal blue and silver.  Our mascot is the horse.  
Our Motto is:  "Dance is music made visible".  Our plans included visits to Bethels, 
DeMolay Chapters and Lodge events.  My special project this year was Magdalene in 
Omaha.  It was founded in 2017 to support survivors of prostitution, addiction, and 
trafficking.  All profits from our projects and t-shirts will be donated to make tote bags for 
women who leave home without anything.  We provide a tote bag with personal hygiene 
items in it.  By the 1st of December, we had donated more than 480 tote bags.  During the 
month of December, we took part in the "Dress Up Movement", where we dressed up in 
dresses and ties, no matter what the weather, for every day of the month.  Being able to 
support Magalene in Omaha in these ways has been fun and a great way to keep members 
engaged in helping other youth.  This summer, we initiated a program that is all about 
membership and assembly institution.  Many of our members have taken steps and many 
of our supportive adults have taken extra steps to support our assemblies, initiating more 
members and possibly more assemblies.  We would like to thank you for your listening ears 
and ready-to-go mindset in supporting us as we go forth with this program. 
 
We would be honored if you attend our Grand Assembly in South Sioux City, Nebraska, at 
the Marriott Riverside Hotel, June 14 thru 16, 2024.  We would also appreciate your 
presence and all the support you give us by attending.  I want to thank you again for all that 
you do and hope to see you at our Grand Assembly.  Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Katheryn, thank you for being with us this evening.  I am 
pleased to present this check to the International Order of Rainbow for Girls.  We also have 

a personal gift in appreciation for your spending your evening with us.   
 
Katheryn Rice, GWA: Thank you so much. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Sister Katheryn, thank you for your leadership in the Order of the 
Rainbow for Girls here in Nebraska and beyond.  You are doing an outstanding job of 
continuing your family’s contribution to the Masonic Family.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: I now have the pleasure to introduce Caleb Malousek, State Master 
Councilor, DeMolay. Caleb, would you bring greetings on behalf of Nebraska DeMolay? 
 
Caleb Malousek, State Master Councilor, DeMolay:  I would love to.  How are you all 
tonight?  The first thing I want to say is, thank you, Grand Chapter, for this opportunity for 
me to represent Nebraska DeMolay to this assembly event.  I would first like to 
acknowledge before I go any further:  First of all, my State Senior Counciler, Isaac Barkus 
(Applause), my State Junior Councilor, Tom Parker (Applause); my DeMolay Sweetheart, 
Abby Pickle (Applause); and my boss, Grady Wells, Executive Officer (Applause) . 
 
In my term this year, my goal was not to just look at the past or into the future and try to do 
better, but to stay in present and do what we can now!  And with that goal, I wanted to 
make sure that every Masonic organization had a better year and I could ask for their help 
and they could ask for mine.  This year, we have had opportunities not only to do some 
DeMolay ceremonies, but also just to spend time with them and give back.  So I want to 
say thank you to you guys for that opportunity.  It gives my members all across the State a 
chance to get to know you guys and see where they can go after DeMolay.  It is something 
for them and it give you guys a chance to tell your life lessons and stories as to why you 
should join the Order of the Eastern Star. 
 
In July, it will be our annual banquet – our Conclave banquet on July 20th, and I hope to see 
everyone there.  I will soon be out of office and assume Past State Master Councilor, and 
before I go, I just want to say if you need help – if anyone asks for me help, I will be happy 



to help beyond my year at anytime.  We always want to help you and vice versa.  Thank 
you, Guys.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Caleb, thank you for bringing greetings this evening.  I am pleased to 
present this check to Nebraska DeMolay.  We also have a personal gift in appreciation for 
your spending your evening with us. 
 
Caleb Malousek: Thank you very much. 
   
Cecil Smith, WGP: Caleb, I have enjoyed getting to know you over the past year.  Your 
enthusiasm is contagious, and I encourage you to continue making Masonry a priority in 
your life. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: We will now enjoy a presentation given by our Youth Leaders.                   
 
A presentation by the three Youth Groups took place on the Grand Chapter Floor 
beginning with a prayer by the DeMolay Chaplain. Then each Youth Group gave 
a short presentation using their own group's paraphernalia, describing the 
principles and ideals of each organization.  The Youth Groups ended their 
presentations by forming a circle and singing, "Blest Be the Tie that Binds", and 
then returned to the stage in the East. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: How wonderful it is to witness our Youth in Action!  We wish you all 
the best as your year comes to a close and we will enjoy seeing you at each of your Grand 
sessions this summer. (Applause) Sister Karan, will you bring greetings? 
 
Karan Birdsall, Supreme Deputy in Nebraska, IORG: Worthy Grand Matron Linda, 
Worthy Grand Patron Cecil, thank you for the opportunity to bring greetings on behalf of our 
Youth and Rainbow.  You began your year with a mission to bring our bodies together and 
we were already a great family, but you extended it.  One of the first events in your year 
was the 5-State gathering, which was in South Sioux City and it coincided with Rainbow 
Girls Grand Assembly with five states, Eastern Star and Rainbow.  It was the perfect 
opportunity for us to get better acquainted, to remember that we have strong ties that bind 
us together, and to prove that loving kindness are all a part of our Masonic organizations 
and together, we glorified that.  Then in October, we received a phone call from the All-
Committee Meeting.   As our Youth Leaders, we were asked what one of the most 
important things our youth needed from Nebraska Eastern Star.  The answers were 
resoundingly similar, "We need you to come to our meetings; "Get involved in our Projects"; 
"We love it when you sit on our sidelines so we can get acquainted"; "We appreciate your 
support, and we want to make you proud of us". 
 
And now your year is coming to a close and the past two weeks brought EF-3 tornadoes to 
Eastern Nebraska, From Lincoln to Waverly to Waterloo to Elkhorn, devastation was 
everywhere.  The sun went down that night after the tornadoes, but before the sun came up 
the next morning, our Assembly in Elkhorn-Waterloo was preparing, and on that first day 
after the tornado, supported by our Masonic family, they stuffed for the citizens, 300 
volunteer packs to support that.  (Applause) And then what happened between Saturday 
and Wednesday, our Worthy Grand Matron and Patron sent the word that our Nebraska 
Masonic Family could work together.  The need was great, but no job is too large for us and 
no hands too small to deliver.  With the generous outpouring from our Masonic Family, on 
Wednesday 500 more volunteer packs were stuffed for distribution, and then we got this 
phone call -- is the Worthy Matron of Tuscan Chapter with us tonight in this room?  She 
heard the Worthy Grand Matron's plea and called and said, "What can we do?"  The next 
day, members of Tuscan Chapter made a 7-hour round trip from Kearney to Waterloo with 
a load of fresh and processed food, cleaning supplies, water, -- I don't even know what all 
was in the truck because I wasn't there when it was unloaded, but it was a truckload of 
support for the work our Masonic family was doing.  Thank you to Tuscan Chapter for your 
support.  This is just one example of what together -- Rainbow, Job's, DeMolay, Eastern 



Star, Lodges -- can do.  By that Sunday, 1,380 volunteer packs had been prepared and are 
being distributed to the Elkhorn, Waterloo, Blair areas.  Restoration is going to take a long 
time.  The need is great and our Family rose to the occasion and no job is too large for us.  
It is our privilege to be a part of this family as we take care of one another through our Lord.  
(Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:   Thank you, Sister Karan.  Sister Kori, would you like to bring us 
greetings? 
 
Kori Radloff, Grand Guardian, Nebraska Job's Daughters: Thank you, Sister Linda.  I 
am Kori Radloff from Nebraska Job's Daughters.  It is my great pleasure and honor to bring 
greetings from the Job's Daughters and to be here with all the Youth Groups -- I am also a 
DeMolay Mom.  So, with that in mind, I have a challenge for you tonight.  I want you to think 
back to your teen years; think about the things that helped you become the person that you 
are today.  Was it activities; was it a person?  But what was it that most inspired you?  And 
if you can't think of something, what was it that you needed at that time? What do you wish 
that you had?  For the members of our Masonic Youth Organizations, that answer is easy.  
Job's Daughters, Rainbow, DeMolay are transforming lives every single day for our 
members at a time when there is that physical yearn for a real connection.  The Masonic 
Organizations are giving our members a place where they can be themselves, where they 
can discover their paths, and they can grow into sound adults, ready to make a difference 
in the world.  During my time as a Job's Daughter volunteer, I have heard members say that 
they never had a friend until they joined the Bethel.  I have seen lonely, young people 
embraced by their Sister Jobie’s and adult leaders in a supportive environment.  I have 
seen girls of all abilities discover their strengths, their voice, their future – I've seen them 
give back to the community – and this is the power of our Masonic Youth. 
 
And now I have one more challenge for you, I want you to think of a young person you 
know and what they need most in life right now.  Have they been seeking a connection for 
something more; do they want to make a difference in the world; do they need a place 
where they can be themselves?  Think of what that young person could do in a Masonic 
Youth organization, and when you get home, invite them to an activity in your local Job's 
Daughter Bethel, Rainbow Assembly, or DeMolay Chapter.  Offer to give them a ride and go 
with them.  Help to introduce them to the other members, and then do it again, and again, 
and again.  Give them the thing that you needed most as a young person, and I guarantee 
you that you will be changing your life. 
 
Thank you all for your support.  We wish you all the best at your Grand Session and we 
hope to see you this summer at our own Youth Organization Grand Sessions.  Thank you.  
(Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Brother Matthew, would you like to say a few words? 
 
Matthew Schell, Associate Grand Guardian, Job's Daughters:   Thank you.  Sisters, 
Brothers, Friends, I just sincerely want to thank everyone for being in the Bethels, 
Assemblies, and Chapters all over the state, each one of you, helping the youth.  I have 
seen so many people helping provide food and services, and you have all given so much, 
so I just want to say "Thank you" for the Youth from the bottom of my heart.  So thank you 
on behalf of Job's Daughters, thank you all.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Brother Grady, would you like to bring greetings? 
 
Grady Wells, Executive Officer, Nebraska DeMolay:  Sisters, Brothers, Friends all, I will 
get on my soapbox as the boys would say, that is usually about a time when I talk about 
how you should act in life and how you should treat others, how you should be a model for 
them; how to talk.  Sometimes they roll their eyes and sometimes they listen.  You know 
when people ask what you can do for DeMolay, what I say is get involved.  I was very 
fortunate when somebody asked me to do that, and I have gained more in the 15 years that 
I have been involved with DeMolay than I have given back to them.  We all have a purpose 



in life and mine, I believe, is to mentor kids – young men.  And I ask you, please join us and 
help mentor these boys.  A Chapter does not die because we don't have members; it dies 
because we don't have adults to help these kids.  I have been very fortunate with Eastern 
Star Chapters to have adults come along and have stepped up with showing young men of 
that Chapter what strong people are about and most of them are sitting in this room tonight 
as Eastern Star members.  I thank you from the bottom of my heart; please keep 
supporting our Youth and we thank you for everything you do.  Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, IORG:  We invite you ponder the opportunities that lie ahead and quote 
the Worthy Grand Matron from Missouri two weeks after her visit to the 5-State Gathering 
and her experience with Rainbow, Job's and DeMolay – two weeks later I was at their 
Grand Assembly.  She pulled me aside and said, "My life was forever changed by being 
and observing the Youth in Nebraska.  She had already connected with a Bethel; she had 
already connected with a DeMolay Chapter and a Rainbow Assembly, and she said, "My 
life will now be dedicated to mentoring kids".  We thank you from the bottom of our hearts 
for all you do to give a future to our Masonic daughters and sons and to make a difference 
in the lives of our youth.  And now, we ask you to take a brief break as the Youth 
paraphernalia is removed from the floor. 
 

The Youth Groups removed their paraphernalia from the Grand Chapter floor and 
then they, along with all their Adult Leaders and members of the other Masonic 
Bodies, left the stage and returned to their seats in the Grand Chapter Room. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters and Brothers, please help me thank the Youth, Adult Leaders 
and others for being here this evening.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will open the Bible. 
 

After the Bible was opened by the Grand Conductress, she resumed her station.    
She was then directed to present the Appointed General Grand Chapter Officer. 
 
                                        PRESENTATION OF GUESTS 

 

       Appointed Grand Chapter Officer 
 
The Grand Conductress presented the following Appointed General Grand 
Chapter Officer at the Altar:  Sister Diane R. Bargfrede, Worthy Grand Adah and 
Past Grand Matron of Iowa. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: My Sister, thank you so much for taking the time out of your busy 
schedule to join us in Nebraska.  I hope you enjoy your visit as much as we enjoy having 
you.  My words of wisdom for you are “Just living is not enough”, said the butterfly, “one 
must have sunshine, freedom, and a little flower.”  Hans Christian Anderson.   Thank you 
for being here. 
 

The Grand Conductress escorted the Appointed General Grand Officer through 
the Labyrinth to the East where she was greeted and given Grand Honors.  She 
was then invited to sit in the East. 
                 
                        General Grand Chapter Committee Members 

 

By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress, assisted by the 
Associate Grand Conductress, presented the following General Grand Chapter 
Committee Members at the Altar:  John Hauser, Member of International 
Headquarters Committee and Past Grand Patron of Iowa; Sister Cheryl 
Beckius, Member of International Headquarters Committee and Past Grand 



Matron of Nebraska; Sister Sarah Ann Shapiro, GGC Committee Co-Chair of 
Jurisprudence and Past Grand Matron of California; Sister Jane Green, Member 
of Service Dogs Committee, Vice President of the Grand Trustees of the Grand 
Chapter of Iowa, and Past Grand Matron of Iowa; and Brother Gary Brhel, 
Member of Service Dogs Committee and Past Grand Patron of Nebraska. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP:  It is with pleasure that I welcome you as you are the tie that binds us 
to the General Grand Chapter Activities. Thank you for coming to our “To God Be the Glory” 
Grand Session.  “The surest way of receiving God’s blessings and power in your life is to 
honor His alignment.” 
 

The Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress escorted the General 
Grand Chapter Committee Members to the East, where they were welcomed and 
given Grand Honors.  They were then seated in the Grand Chapter Room. 
 
 Worthy Grand Matrons and Worthy Grand Patrons 
            Of Other Jurisdictions 
 
The Grand Conductress assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress,  
presented the following Worthy Grand Matrons and Worthy Grand Patrons from 
other Jurisdictions at the Altar:  Sisters Glenda Perkins, WGM of Kansas; C.J. 
Brase, WGM of Minnesota; Agnes Maxon, WGM of Missouri; LaVonne 
Gesling, WGM of South Dakota; Cindy French, WGM OF Wyoming; and 
Brothers Kenneth Ashwood, WGP of Colorado; John Bonnet, WGP of Idaho; 
David Ahlstrom, WGP of Kansas; Dan Hanley, WGP of Minnesota; John 
Helms, WGP of South Dakota; and Mike Hutchinson, WGP of Wyoming. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:   My Sisters and my Brothers, what a pleasure to have you with us.  
Your year goes by quickly, and I wish for you many lovely memories of your special year. 
“When the conversation is good, the feeling is light, the laughter is easy, but the time is too 
short…you know you’re with a friend.” Thank you, dear friends, for coming. 
 

The Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress escorted the Worthy 
Grand Matrons and Worthy Grand Patrons of Other Jurisdictions through the 
Labyrinth to the East where they were welcomed and given Grand Honors and 
then returned to the seats in the Grand Chapter Room. 
 
        Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons of Other Jurisdictions 

 

By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress, assisted by the 
Associate Grand Conductress,  presented the following Past Grand Matrons and 
Past Grand Patrons of Other Jurisdictions at the Altar:  Sisters Vicki Wallner, 
PGM of Iowa; Polly Miller, PGM of Iowa; Nancy Evans, PGM of Kansas; 
Wendy Cunningham, PGM of Kansas; Donna Hanley, PGM of Minnesota; 
Cinda Reeder, PGM of Missouri, Karen Willis, PGM of South Dakota; Nancy 
Gonsor, PGM of South Dakota;  Janet Gruenig, PGM of South Dakota; Sandra 
Vanneman, PGM of South Dakota and Grand Secretary of South Dakota; Judy 
Morgan, PGM of Tennessee; and Brothers Arthur Weiss, PGP of California 
and Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of California; Larry Niday, PGP of 
Iowa; Ron Kammerer, PGP of Kansas; David Hendricks, PGP of Kansas; Bill 
George, PGP of Missouri and Triennial Special Assembly “Faithful Note” of the 
General Grand Chapter; Larry Decker, PGP of Missouri; Mike Reeder, PGP of 
Missouri; Jon Gonsor, PGP of South Dakota; John M. Laughlin, PGP of South 



Dakota and escort to the Grand Conductress of South Dakota; and Jack Frantz, 
PGP of South Dakota. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Sisters and Brothers, “A family anchored in Love, weathers all storms.” 
You are the anchor of each of your respective Grand Families.  Welcome and thank you for 
continuing to support the Grand Jurisdictions of this Order. 
 

The Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress escorted the Past 
Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons of Other Grand Jurisdictions through the 
Labyrinth to the East where they were greeted by the Worthy Grand Matron and 
Worthy Grand Patron, given Grand Honors, and then seated in the Grand 
Chapter Room. 
 
           Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons of Nebraska 
 
By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress, assisted by the 
Associate Grand Conductress, presented the following Past Grand Matrons and 
Past Grand Patrons of Nebraska at the Altar:  Sisters Judy Bespalec; Carol 
Luther,  also Grand Representative in Utah in Nebraska; Jeanine Bryceson, 
also Grand Representative Italy in Nebraska; Susan Andreasen; Joni Bennett; 
Mary Jo Peterson; Dee Schuetz, also Grand Representative Manitoba in 
Nebraska; Jan Thoman, also Grand Secretary; Betty Garwood; Wanda Fisher; 
Jerrie Wilcox, also Grand Representative Indiana in Iowa; Carol Hudkins; 
Judy Wehrbein; Beverly Donham; Candice “Candy” Martin; Karan Birdsall; 
Dottie Arent; Laurie Sieg; and Brothers Fran Crowe; Charles Spohr; James 
F. Brown, Jr.; Robert Rhodes; Robert Attebery; Michael Donham, also Grand 
Representative Wisconsin in Nebraska; Bruce Raddatz; Carl Plants; Alvin 
Benemerito; Harold “Terry” Terry; David Wetrosky, and Wayne Andreasen. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: What a marvelous sight! “Love leaves a memory no one can steal.”  
What a blessing you are to this Grand Jurisdiction, your devotion, love, and support help us 
stay calm and looking our best!  Thank you by honoring us with your presence here tonight. 
 

The Grand Conductress and the Associate Grand Conductress escorted the Past 
Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons of Nebraska through the Labyrinth to the 
East where they were greeted by the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand 
Patron, given Grand Honors, and seated in the Grand Chapter Room. 
 
      Elected Grand Officers of Other Grand Jurisdictions 
 
By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress, assisted by the 
Associate Grand Conductress, presented the Elected Grand Officers of Other 
Grand Jurisdictions behind Esther’s Station as follows:  Sisters Sandy Meredith, 
Associate Grand Matron and District Instructor, Iowa; Teresa Ryan, Associate 
Grand Matron, Kansas' Kathleen Taylor, Associate Grand Matron, Minnesota; 
Karen George, Associate Grand Matron, Missouri; Brothers James Wilcher, 
Associate Grand Patron, Missouri; Carl Anderson, Associate Grand Patron, 
Kansas; Sisters Christy Hard, Grand Secretary, Kansas; Andrea Smith, Grand 
Conductress, Colorado; Terri Veen, Grand Conductress, South Dakota; Vicki 
Moxley, Grand Conductress, Wyoming; Catherine Markell, Associate Grand 
Conductress, Colorado; Janis Decker, Associate Grand Conductress, Missouri; 



Jan Hallberg, Associate Grand Conductress, South Dakota; and Brother Herb 
Carr, Grand Sentinel, Colorado. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: In a short time, most of you will be doing what we are doing tonight!  
We wish all the best for you as you continue your Grand Journey. We have a little advice: 
“When you are in the middle of a little mess, don’t forget how much you are blessed.” 
Thank you for joining us! 

 

The Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress escorted the 
Elected Grand Officers from other Grand Jurisdictions to the East where 
they were greeted by the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand 
Patron, given a hearty welcome and then seated in the Grand Chapter 
Room. 
 
        Appointed Grand Officers of Other Grand Jurisdictions 

 

By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress, assisted by the 
Associate Grand Conductress, presented the following Appointed Grand Officers 
of Other Jurisdictions behind Esther’s Station:  Brother Ryan Pucket, Grand 
Marshal, Colorado; Sisters Nanette Ham, Grand Marshal, Missouri; Jan 
Schneidler, Grand Organist, Colorado; Cecilia Hillebrand, Grand Adah, 
Kansas; Lorrie Myers, Grand Ruth, Missouri; Lola VanWyk, Grand Martha, 
Iowa; Doris Kammerer, Grand Electa, Minnesota; Linda Schoenhals, Grand 
Electa, Minnesota; Jeanne Hass, Grand Warder, Kansas; and Brother Michael 
Miller, Grand Sentinel, Iowa. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: My dear Sisters and Brothers, we wish for you a delightful year. “The 
secret of life is to spend it with your favorite people!”  You, Sisters and Brothers, are among 
our favorites! 
 

The Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress escorted the 
Appointed Grand Officers of Other Grand Jurisdictions to the East where they 
were greeted by the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron, given a 
hearty welcome, and then seated in the Grand Chapter Room. 
 
   Grand Officers Emeriti 
 
By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress introduced the 
following Grand Officers Emeriti behind Esther’s Station:  Sisters Nancy Niday, 
Grand Secretary Emeritus of Iowa; Cathy Wagner, Grand Secretary Emeritus of 
Nebraska and Triennial Special Assembly “Faithful Note” of the General Grand 
Chapter; Debby Kier, Grand Treasurer Emeritus of Colorado and Grand 
Representative, Delaware in Colorado; Connie Havekost, Grand Treasurer 
Emeritus of Nebraska; and Pam Brhel, Grand Treasurer Emeritus of Nebraska. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: My Sisters, what a blessing you are to us. You served our Grand 
Jurisdiction and other Grand Jurisdictions with grace and dignity. Thank you for all the work 
you did to make our Grand Jurisdictions thrive!  “Your smile is your logo; your personality is 
your business card; and the way you make others feel is your trademark.” 
 

The Grand Conductress escorted the Grand Officers Emeriti to the East where 
they were greeted by the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron, given 
a hearty welcome, and then seated in the Grand Chapter Room. 



 
      Grand Representatives of Other Grand Jurisdictions 

 

By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the following Grand Representatives of 
Other Grand Jurisdictions were presented at the Altar by the Grand Conductress, 
Assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress:  Sisters Carol Helm, District of 
Columbia in South Dakota; Mercedes Ann Riley, Idaho in Missouri; Mary Ann 
Cook, Illinois in Missouri; Brother Ryan Puckett, Nebraska in Colorado; Sisters 
Nancy See, Nebraska in Florida; Tammy Bonnett, Nebraska in Idaho; Jerri 
Wilcox, PGM, Indiana in Iowa; Brother Eugene Grace, Nebraska in New 
Jersey; Sisters Lucia Smith, Nebraska in New Mexico; Cheryl DuPriest, 
Nebraska in Ohio; Brother Harold Hackler, Nebraska in South Dakota; Sisters 
Susan Smith, North Carolina in Colorado; Linda Hunt, Nebraska in Tennessee; 
Carla McKinney, North Dakota in Kansas and Escort to Grand Conductress of 
Kansas; and Anna Mae Streitz, Saskatchewan in South Dakota. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sisters and Brothers, we are delighted to have you attending our “To 
God Be the Glory” Grand Session. My quote for you is: “When your soul is singing in joy, 
then you know what you are doing is right!” You are each wonderful ambassadors of 
friendship not only to the members of your Grand Jurisdiction, but to the Grand Jurisdiction 
you represent.” Thank you for your devotion and service to our beautiful Order. 
 

By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress and Associate 
Grand Conductresses escorted the Grand Representatives of Other Grand 
Jurisdictions through the Labyrinth to the East where they were greeted by the 
Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron, given the Grand Honors, and 
then seated in the Grand Chapter Room. 
 
        Grand Representatives of Nebraska 

 

The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress, 
presented the following Grand Representatives in Nebraska at the Altar: 
Susanne Krishna, Alberta in Nebraska; Ruth Negus, Australia in Nebraska; 
Sue Hedges, California in Nebraska; Peggy Hitchcock, Colorado in Nebraska; 
Mary Lawrence, Connecticut in Nebraska; Barb Crowe, Delaware in Nebraska; 
Brother Tom Anderson, Georgia in Nebraska; Sister Maxine Hild, Idaho in 
Nebraska; Brother George “Fritz” McMullin, Louisiana in Nebraska; Sisters  
Coral Parmenter, Missouri in Nebraska; Brother Kevin Roberts, Nevada in 
Nebraska; Sisters Linda Buck, New Jersey in Nebraska; Betty Cummings, 
New Mexico in Nebraska; Sue Stroud, North Carolina in Nebraska; Carrie 
Knapp, Oklahoma in Nebraska; Sue Andreasen, PGM, South Carolina in 
Nebraska;  Claudia Ranslem, South Dakota in Nebraska; Brother Bill Pickle, 
Tennessee in Nebraska; Sisters Susie Nielson, Texas in Nebraska; Barb 
Davenport, Vermont in Nebraska; Paula Heyen, Wyoming in Nebraska; Iliah 
Anderson, Washington in Nebraska;  Brother Ron Stites, PG Master, Ontario 
in Nebraska. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: My Sisters and Brothers, one of the delightful duties of the Worthy 
Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron is to appoint new Grand Representatives. Some of 
you are still serving part of your term.  Thank you all for accepting your appointment.  You 
play an important role in the Grand Chapter, and we greatly appreciate your service to our 
beautiful Order.   Thank you for being with us this evening. My advice to you is: “Treat 
everyone you meet like the angel they just might be!” 



 

The Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress escorted the Grand 
Representatives of Nebraska through the Labyrinth to the East, where they were 
greeted by the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron, given Grand 
Honors, and seated in the Grand Chapter Room. 
 

 Deputy Aides and Instructors of Other Jurisdictions 
 
By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress presented the 
following District Instructor and Aid behind Grand Esther's Station:  Sisters 
Sheila Kiehne, District Instructor of Iowa and Sara Orr, District Aide of Kansas. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Welcome and thank you for coming to Nebraska.  I have a quote for 
you, “Potential is the sum of all the possibilities God has for your life”.  Thank you for the 
great work you do in your jurisdictions. 
 

The Grand Conductress escorted the District Instructor and District Aide to the 
East where they were given a hearty welcome and then seated in the Grand 
Chapter Room. 
 

           District Grand Supervisors 
 
By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress 
introduced the following District Grand Supervisors of Nebraska Grand 
Chapter behind Esther’s Station: 
 
Lori Nerud (214,215) Bayard ...…………………….      District No. 2 
April Ott, (214), Morrill …..........................................    District No. 3 
Karla Lawler. (164,246,55) Ogallala ..........................  District No. 4 
Meagan Pruitt (169), Elkhorn...................................    District No. 5 
Caryn Zietlow (119), North Bend   ………………..       District No. 6 
Susanne Krishna, (325), Bellevue …………………..   District No. 7 
Myrna Vasta (198,299), Omaha  ................................  District No. 8 
Kerri Straub (269), Omaha      ……………………….    District No. 9 
Erin Johnson (1), Nebraska City...............................   District No. 11 
Andrea Steward (55,142,264), North Platte..............   District No. 13 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  My Sisters, you are our “amazing grace” of ladies.  You braved 
blizzard conditions to be at our School of Instruction in January and although we had to 
condense the school from 3 days into 2, you were attentive and devoted.  For you, my 
“Lightning Bugs, I have a quote from Keith Hart, “The Mind is not a vessel , but a fire to be 
kindled”.   Sister Grand Conductress, you will escort the District Grand Supervisors to the 
East.   
 

The Grand Conductress escorted the District Grand Supervisors to the 
East, where they were greeted by the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy 
Grand Matron, given a very hearty welcome, and then seated in the 
Grand Chapter Room. 
 
          Responses on Behalf of Distinguished Guests 

 
Linda Dubry, WGM: It is my pleasure to introduce to you Sister Nancy Gonsor, the Junior  



Past Grand Matron of South Dakota, who will respond on behalf of our Distinguished 
Guests.  Sister Nancy and I have come up through the line together and now have a 
special friendship that will last a lifetime.   
 
Nancy Gonsor, PGM of South Dakota: Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Linda; Worthy 
Grand Patron, Brother Cecil; Distinguished Guests. Sisters and Brothers:  I am so honored 
to be able to bring a response to the distinguished guests at this Grand Chapter for this 
wonderful lady and gentleman.  I love you both! 
 

Sister Linda and Brother Cecil, the distinguished guests have traveled from near and far out 
of a special love for you and for our Order of the Eastern Star and we are so happy that we 
can be here with you tonight at the opening of your “To God Be the Glory” Grand Session.  
It is our wish that each moment of this Session will be the best that you had planned and 
dreamed it would be.  We, assembled here, bring to you from our respective cities and 
states, great wishes for the very best of the rest of your session. 
 

Sister Linda, our friendship has grown these past years as we have traveled together and I 
know that your sincere, friendly, caring, and beautiful smile have made you special not only 
to me, but everyone you have met.  I am sure it has been a wonderful year for both of you 
and we have shared many good times together.  We sincerely thank you for the warm 
welcome and your friendly smiles and your gracious hospitality, and all the kindness 
extended to us.  May you always have beautiful memories of your year in the Grand East.  
“To God Be the Glory” – we love you all, Sisters and Brothers.  (Applause) 
 

Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Nancy, thank you for giving us this response, and thank you to 
your husband, Jon, for allowing you to take on the responsibility of going up the line, so we 
could share this journey together!  (Applause) 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Sister Nancy, thank you for joining us this evening and bringing 
greetings.  I have known you and Jon for quite a few years now, even before I started in the 
Eastern Star Grand Line.  Thank you for all the hospitality and kindness you have shown 
me and the Sisters and Brothers of Nebraska when visiting South Dakota, 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: And now we will hear from Brother Larry Niday, the Junior Past Grand 
Patron of Iowa. He will also respond on behalf of our Distinguished Guests. 
 
Larry Niday, PGP, Iowa: Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Sisters and 
Brothers. It is my honor to give this response for Distinguished guests at your Grand 
Session.  Thank you for your generous hospitality and for the respect we have enjoyed as 
your guests; it will be remembered long after we return home from our adventures.  As we 
have traveled to other Grand Jurisdictions these past several years, we have had the 
pleasure of meeting many wonderful people and making enduring friendships that we will 
enjoy for many years to come. We will carry the memories of these special moments with 
us for the rest of our lives. We look forward to a continued friendship with you in the years 
ahead, when we can sit together in a relaxed setting and recall all these memories we have 
shared.  Thank you for asking me to give these remarks and may your Grand Chapter 
Session be all you hoped it would be and be the perfect fulfillment to a memorable year. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Brother Larry, thank you for your response on behalf of our 
Distinguished Guests.  It has been a pleasure to get acquainted with you and Sister Nancy! 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Thank you, Brother Larry.  I did not know Larry before I started in my 
time as an Eastern Star member, but I have enjoyed our friendship from the start. It 
reminds me that Masonry conciliates true friendship among those who might have 
otherwise remained at a perpetual distance.  Thank you, Brother Larry.  (Applause) 
 
(Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters Gloria and Andy, thank you for performing your duties so 
beautifully.  Because of you, our Opening Session was made more enjoyable.  (Applause) 



 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Caryn, your music was beautiful and set the perfect tone for our 
Opening Session.  Thank you for sharing your special music.  (Applause) Our Introductions 
for this evening have come to an end.  Sisters and Brothers, you will unite with me in 
singing our praise hymn, “This Little Light of Mine”, on page 47 of our program. 
 
The hymn was sung. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Brother Chaplain, you will lead us in prayer. 
 

Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain: Please, Lord, give a watchful care over our Worthy 
Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron and all who are at this Grand Session.   Watch 
and protect, oh Lord, those who are in service of our country in the armed forces and those 
who serve as First Responders.   Our belief in you, our Supreme Being, is reflected and 
shines brightly in all the members of the Masonic Fraternity who have attended and 
participated in this Grand Session tonight.  We are thankful for them all – the Grand Lodge 
of Nebraska, the Appendant Bodies, and especially our Youth Groups.  Please bestow your 
blessings on each and every one of them.  For our Distinguished Guests and all in 
attendance today, we are exceedingly grateful and pray for their continued safety and 
health.  We ask all this with absolute faith in your watchful care and grace, Amen. (So May 
it Ever Be.) 

 
Linda Dubry:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will close the Bible. 
 

The Grand Conductress closed the Bible and she and the Grand Chaplain 
returned to their stations. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: There are numerous items at the Silent Auction, so please stop by the 
tables and make a bid and then you can swing by our Sales Table.  Sister Grand Secretary, 
are there any announcements? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary: Worthy Grand Matron, there is none within my 
knowledge. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP:  Worthy Grand Matron, we do have one other positive announcement, 
our Sentinel – our Grand Sentinel Brother Rick has been released from the hospital, so 
praise God!  (Applause) Please keep him and Becky in your prayers as he continues in his 
recovery. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:   The Worthy Grand Patron and I are thrilled that you have shared this 
evening’s session with us.  We hope that we will see many of you bright and early tomorrow 
morning at 6:45 AM for the “When Morning Gilds the Sky” Grand Representatives 
Breakfast.   At 8:15 a.m., we invite you to be back here to enjoy the prelude music by Sister 
Jeanne Krenk.  Please remain seated until the Grand Officers have retired. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Brother Grand Marshal, you will proclaim the 148th Grand Chapter 
Session called from labor to rest, to reconvene at 8:30 tomorrow morning. 
 

The Grand Marshal called the Grand Chapter from Labor to Rest to be 
reconvened at 8:30 a.m.., Wednesday morning. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: The Grand Officers will retire. 
 

 The Grand Officers performed the closing march and retired. 
 

SESSION COMMITTEES 
Candidate Hosts 



Dottie Arent, PGM (113)……………………………..……...Ainsworth 
Allan Guern (114,132) ..…………………………………….… Gretna 
 
Credentials 
Ellen Ott (122), Co-Chm .............................................................. Hooper 
Toby Varvais (301), Co-Chm ....................................... South Sioux City 
Diane Wiberg (55) .............................................................................. Ord 
Mary Ritter (113) ......................................................................Ainsworth 
Vicki Ramsay (122) ................................................................. Nickerson 
Lynnette Schellpeper (194) ........................................................ Stanton 
Betty Kenyon (214) ..................................................................... Mitchell 
Kathy Armour (301) ............................................................... Dakota City 
Stacy Newcomb (301) .......................................................... Dakota City  
 
Dispensations and Charters 
Joni Bennett, P.G.M. ........................................................... Lincoln 
 
Session Nurse 
Peggy Hitchcock (113) ....................................................Ainsworth 
 

Introduction Committee 

Carrie Knapp (142) Chairman ............................................. Paxton 
Aided by District Grand Supervisors 
 
 
General Arrangements 
Wayne Andreasen P.G.P, Co-Chair ..................................... Norfolk 
Michael Donham, P.G.P. Co-Chair ..................................... Omaha 
Keith Lindvall (35) ............................................................. Kearney 
Rita Lindvall (35) .............................................................. Kearney 
Greg Mason (94) ................................................................ Lincoln 
Robyn Mason (94,271,113) ................................................ Lincoln 
Allan Guern (114,132) ........................................................ Gretna 
Gloria Guern (114) .............................................................. Gretna 
Herbert Coulter(216) ............................................................... Blair 
Albert Fisher (261) ........................................................... Thedford 
Wanda Fisher, P.G.M. ...................................................... Thedford 
Bill Engler (299) ................................................................. Omaha 
Tamarra Engler (299) ......................................................... Omaha 
Bill Pickle (325) ................................................................ Bellevue 
Judy Pickle (325) ............................................................. Bellevue 
Deb McMullin (325) ........................................................... LaVista 
George “Fritz” McMullin (325) ............................................ LaVista 
 
March Directors 
Bev Donham, P.G.M……………………………….………..….Omaha 

Betty Garwood, P.G.M. ..................................... South. Sioux City 

Karan Birdsall, P.G.M. ........................................................ Lincoln 
 
Parliamentarian 
James Brown Jr., P.G.P. ........................................ Red Lodge, MT 
 
Registration 
Joyce Porter (189), Co-Chm ....................................... Plattsmouth 
Melinda Brage (271), Co-Chm ............................................ Lincoln 
Jo Sears (35) ............................................................... Bennington 
Jackie Gansemer (189) .............................................. Plattsmouth 
Diane Brown (271) ................................................ Red Lodge, MT 



Marilyn Jepson (271) .......................................................... Lincoln 
Maril Hauber (299) ............................................................ Omaha 
Deb McMullin (325) ........................................................... LaVista 
 
Tellers 
Dennis Dubry (215,55,261), Chairman ....................... North Platte 
Tim Birdsall (271) ............................................................... Lincoln 
Shirley DeVasure (216,299) ............................................... Omaha 
George “Fritz” McMullin (325) .......................................... Bellevue 
Katherine Meink (84) ......................................................... Crofton 
Maril Hauber (299) ............................................................ Omaha 
Gene Frizzell (215) ........................................................ Scottsbluff 
Rita Lindvall (35) .............................................................. Kearney 
Sue Terry (269,35,122) ...................................................... Omaha 
Laurel Wolfe (8,299) .......................................................... Omaha 
Jack Rahl (262) ................................................................. Kimball 
 
Distinguished Guest Registration 
Dottie Arent, PGM ..........................................................Ainsworth 
Laurie Sieg, PGM ............................................................... Lincoln 
Pam Brhel. ......................................................................... Lincoln 
Gary Brhel, PGP ................................................................. Lincoln 
Bob Carhart, PGP .............................................................. Wayne 
Marilyn Carhart ................................................................... Wayne 
Lorrie Bryant ....................................................................... Lincoln 
Peggy Hitchcock .............................................................Ainsworth 
Mike Hitchcock ...............................................................Ainsworth 
Rita Lindvall ...................................................................... Kearney 
Sarah Hobbie .......................................................... Nebraska City 
Maxine Hild ................................................................ Plattsmouth 
Bob Rhodes, PGP ............................................................... Exeter 
Roma Rhodes ..................................................................... Exeter 
Harold “Terry” Terry ............................................................ Omaha 
Sue Terry ........................................................................... Omaha 
Joni Bennett, PGM ............................................................. Lincoln 
Mary Jo Peterson, PGM ................................................... Ceresco 
Candy Martin, PGM .......................................................... Fremont 
Judy Wehrbein, PGM………………………………………...Louisville 
Cheryl Beckius, PGM…………………………………..…….Keystone 

 
 
  WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 10, 2023 

                8:15 a.m. 
 

At 8:15 a.m., the membership enjoyed the musical selections of Jeanne Krenk 
(153).  At 8:30 a.m., the Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress 
escorted Past Grand Matron Candy Martin and Past Grand Patron Harold (Terry) 
Terry through the Labyrinth to the East.  Sister Candy called the Grand Session 
to order and the Grand Officers, escorted by the Grand Pages, entered and 
performed the opening march.  The Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand 
Patron were escorted to the East where they were given Grand Honors.  The 
Worthy Grand Matron instructed the Grand Officers to assume their stations. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: GOOD MORNING, Sisters and Brothers! I hope you enjoyed counting 
your blessings with us at last night’s dinner! We certainly have much to be thankful for—
especially seeing all your familiar, loving faces!  Thank you so much, Sister Jeanne for 
sharing your beautiful music with us this morning.   



 
Sister Candy and Brother Terry, thank you so much for opening this Wednesday Morning 
Session for us. Sister Candy, from the time we first met as members of the "Faith in Unity" 
Grand Family, we have shared a special bond, not only as fellow language teachers, but 
also as Star sisters.  Thank you again for being here for us.  And Brother Terry, you have 
been a strong support for me ever since the day I took my Supervisor’s Test!  You and 
Sister Sue have been dear friends—always there wherever we travel.  It is a delight to have 
you open this morning’s session for us. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Sister Candy and Brother Terry, many times when attending an Eastern 
Star event whether in-state or out-of-state, you were often there with your smiles 
representing Nebraska and supporting Star.  Thank you for “The Legacy of Service” you 
have given to this Grand Chapter. 
 
                    FORMAL OPENING and PROVING OF GRAND CHAPTER 
 
The Worthy Grand Matron directed all who were not members to retire and 
proceeded with the formal opening of the Grand Chapter Session.  She 
instructed the Grand Warder to prepare the doors and directed the Associate 
Grand Matron to ascertain if all present were entitled to remain.  The Proving of 
Grand Chapter was completed.  The Grand Secretary then reported there were 
more than twenty-one chartered chapters represented, this being a sufficient 
number to constitute a quorum.  The 2023-2034 Grand Chapter Session 
proceeded with the Ritualistic Opening Ceremony.  The Bible was opened by the 
Grand Conductress and the Grand Chaplain gave the Opening Prayer.  The 
Opening Ode, "Rejoice in the Lord Always", was sung and the Grand Marshal 
was directed to proclaim the 148th Annual Session of the Grand Chapter of 
Nebraska, Order of the Eastern Star, Open for the Transaction of Business. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGP: Sisters and Brothers, you will unite with me in saluting the flag and 
repeating the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 

Linda Dubry, WGM: Past Grand Matron Wanda Fisher will now share a morning devotion 
with us. 
 
                     MORNING DEVOTIONAL 
 
Wanda Fisher, PGM: Good morning!  Sister Betty Kirby was supposed to deliver the 
devotions this morning and she was not able to be here, but she wrote the script, so I am 
going to give it just as she wrote it. 
 
All glory and thanks be to God for this beautiful Chapter Room, surrounded by wonderful 
friends to share our hope and for all the blessings you have bestowed upon us daily. 
 
“To God Be the Glory”; “glory”; what does that mean to you?  Faithful, honorable, 
abundance, respectful – everyone has their own definition of glory.  Today's scripture 
comes from 1 Kings 19, versus 11-12 when the Prophet Elijah meets God:  “Go out and 
stand before me on the mountain”, the Lord tells him.  And as Elijah stood there, the Lord 
passed by and a mighty windstorm hit the mountain.  It was such a terrible blast that the 
rocks were tumbling, but the Lord was not in the wind.  After this – after the wind, there was 
an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake.  And after the earthquake, there 
was a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire, there was the sound of a 
gentle voice.  1Kings 19, Versus 11 and 12. 
 
This God, who created the Galaxy,  the stars, the sun, the moon – in just a few of the words 



what our most intelligent physicists can only describe - This God who has made every living 
thing on the earth, the seas, and the stars in the sky; this glorious God who could come out 
of the wind, an earthquake, and a fire to announce his coming to Elijah, are the gentle 
voice.  There is a powerful lesson in this scripture, and I often wonder how often we stop to 
hear the whisper of our God – to our glorious God who opens the petals of blossoms in the 
quiet of the night.  The God, who makes a spectacular sunrise every morning in the quiet of 
the dawn.  The God who creates an entire planet from a tiny, tiny seed in the quiet 
darkness of a giant forest.  This same God who also turns a caterpillar into a glorious 
butterfly in the silence of a crisp day.  The God who speaks to us in the whisper of the wind 
and the forest.  The same God who created such majestic mountains that they take our 
breath away and leave us speechless.  The God who created the duckling in the quiet 
confines of a single egg.  The God that fills us with the ever-changing scarlet clouds in a 
summer sky.  The God that whispers the frost on a winter morning.  He whispers to us all if 
we only take time to listen, to live more abundantly, grateful for each whisper of our God, 
who makes His presence known in his small, silent way every day for everybody, every 
time.  Elijah asked for God's presence – he initiated the conversation in asking to see the 
Lord.  And in that same way today, we must ask for the Lord's presence.  We may not get a 
windstorm or an earthquake or a fire, but we have to hear a whisper that all glory is God, a 
vow of your silent prayer, and wait for His whisper to quietly touch your heart.  Please join 
me in the Lord's Prayer, using Trespasses. 
 

The Lord's Prayer was recited by all. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Thank you, Sister Wanda.  We will begin this morning with 
introductions.  Sister Grand Conductress, you will present the Grand Representative. 
 
                 INTRODUCTIONS OF GUESTS NOT PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 
 

The Grand Conductress introduced the following Grand Representative of other 
Grand Jurisdictions:  Sister Lillie Williams,  Nebraska in Texas. 

 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  My dear friend, Marcel Proust said, “Let us be grateful to the people 
who make us happy; they are the charming gardeners who make our souls blossom!” We 
are delighted to have you here with us today! 
 

The Grand Conductress escorted the Grand Representative from other Grand 
Jurisdictions through the Labyrinth to the East where she was given Grand 
Honors and then returned to her seat in the Grand Chapter Room. 
   
   GRAND PAGES 

 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will introduce the Grand Pages. 
 

The following Grand Pages were introduced by the Grand Conductress behind 
Grand Esther's Station:   Robin Brown, Nellie Frizzell, Susie Nielsen, Paula 
Heyen, Jill Woodward, Sue Kittinger, Carol Thompson, Bethany Donica, 
Karen Phillips, Kay Goble, Tami Osantowski, Ruth Negus, Elizabeth Imig, 
Barbara Davenport, Jenn Crary, Bree Throckmorton, Gretchen Grupe, Heidi 
Thies, and Sabrina Chastain. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Our dear "Glowworms". You are such a special group.  We would not 
be able to function without you.  “The person who dances with you in the rain, will most 
likely walk with you in the storm.”  Thank you for being there to walk with us through all that 
God calls us to do this week! 
   



The Grand Pages were given a hearty welcome, and they then resumed their 
stations as Grand Pages. 

 
   ASSISTANT GRAND WARDERS AND ASSISTANT GRAND SENTINELS 
 
By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress, assisted by the 
Associate Grand Conductress, introduced the following Assistant Grand Warders 
and Sentinels behind Grand Esther's Station:  Sisters Chris Kennedy, 
Chairman; Justine Batie; Deb Williamson; Margaret Nelson; Charleen 
Gausman; Gena Brimmer; Tam Engler; Catherine Dzuris; Elizabeth 
Charbonneau; Leigh Furhman; Kathy Bloch; Marcia Elder; Suzanne Byler; 
Sarah Hobbie; Barbara Rahl; Laurel Wolfe; Martha Moeller; Jerrie Wilcox; 
and Brothers Bill Pickle, Chairman;  Gary Williamson; Elmer Huffman; 
Thomas Anderson; Gene Frizzell; Matt Vandergriff; Robert Schellpeper; 
Gerald “Jerry” White; Mike Hitchcock; Tom Elder; and Jack Rahl. 
 
Cecil Smith:  Each of you does an amazing job for us of greeting our members as they 
enter the doors of this Grand Chapter.  You not only greet them with a smile and a friendly 
greeting, but you also answer all kinds of questions they may have about locations of 
different meetings, sightseeing in and around Kearney, etc. and help make them feel 
welcome.  My advice for you is: “If you get locked out, talk to the lock calmly - remember 
communication is the key!”  Thank you for the great work you do!   
 

The Grand Warders and Grand Sentinels were given a hearty welcome and then 
resumed their stations or were seated in the Grand Chapter Room. 
 
            GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEES 

 

Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will introduce the General 
arrangements Committee.  Sister Associate Grand Conductress, you will assist. 
 
The following members of General Arrangements Committee were introduced 
behind Grand Esther's Station:  Brothers Wayne Andreasen, PGP, Co-
Chairman, and Michael Donham, PGP, Co-Chairman; Sisters Rita Lindvall; 
Robin Mason; Gloria Guern; Wanda Fisher, PGM; Tam Engler; Judy Pickle; 
Deb McMullin; and Brothers Keith Lindvall, WGP; Greg Mason; Allan 
Guern; Herb Coulter; Albert Fisher; Bill Engler; Bill Pickle; and Fritz 
McMullin. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: You, my dear Sisters and Brothers, are the ones responsible for 
making this Grand Chapter Room transform into a peaceful, inviting place.  Beginning early 
Saturday morning to the very last minute of Thursday evening, you put in long hours 
making this Grand Jurisdiction’s meeting place beautiful in a well-ordered, timely process.  
Paulo Coelho said, “Everything will be all right in the end.  If it’s not all right, then it’s not the 
end.”  Thank you for all you do!  Sisters and Brothers, you will unite with me in giving the 
Committee on General Arrangements a hearty welcome.  (Applause) 
 
The Committee on General Arrangements were then seated in the Grand 
Chapter Room. 
 



Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will introduce the March Directors, 
Grand Chapter Organist, and Grand Choir Director.  Sister Associate Conductress, you will 
assist. 
 
 MARCH DIRECTORS, GRAND CHAPTER ORGANIST 
                                and the GRAND CHOIR DIRECTOR 

 
The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress, 
introduced Past Grand Matrons, Betty Garwood, Beverly Donham, Karan 
Birdsall, March Directors; PM Mary Ann Stevens (189), Organist; and Brother 
Jim Carlton, PM & Past Grand Master, Choir Director. 

 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters Bev, Betty, and Karan, your devotion, understanding, and 
patience are awesome! Thank you for making us look our best, demanding our punctuality, 
and keeping us going in the right direction!  “When nothing is going right, go left! And when 
things go wrong, don’t go with them!” Thank you for your love and devotion to our beautiful 
Order!  Sister Mary Ann:  I can truly say that I have had the pleasure to work with you side 
by side.  The work you do to keep our Grand Chapter moving to a steady beat is 
phenomenal!  “An optimist is someone who figures that taking a step backwards after 
taking a step forward is not a disaster, it’s more like a cha-cha. ‘Shall we Dance'?’”  You 
keep our feet tapping and make this Grand Chapter enjoyable.  Brother Jim, thank you for 
all you have done to prepare musical selections for our Grand Chapter Session for the 
Enchanters and for the Glory's Glow Choir.  “Happiness begins with the smile, and your 
music has made us all smile”.  Sisters and Brothers, you will unite with me in giving them a 
hearty welcome.  (Applause) 

 

This group was then seated in the Grand Chapter Room. 
 

  INTRODUCTION COORDINATORS 

 
Linda Dubry, WGM::  Sister Grand Conductress, you will introduce the Introductions 
Coordinators. 
 

The Grand Conductress introduced the following behind Grand Esther's Station:  
Sisters Carrie Knapp; Lori Nerud; and Megan Pruitt. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP:  Sisters Carrie, Lori, and Meagan, thank you for making our 
distinguished guests feel welcome and getting them prepared for introductions on the floor 
of our Grand Chapter.  The job you do helps make our Conductresses’ jobs so much easier. 
Our saying for you is: “Go the extra mile—it’s never crowded.”  Thank you. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters and Brothers, you will unite with me in giving them a hearty 

welcome.  (Applause) 
 
The Introduction Coordinators then returned to their station. 
 
             STANDING, SPECIAL, SESSION AND OTHER COMMITTEES 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Grand Conductress, you will introduce the Chairpersons of the 
Standing, Special, Session and Other Committees.  Sister Associate Grand Conductress, 
you will assist. 
 

The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress, 
introduced the following behind Grand Esther's Station: 



 
Sister Cheryl Beckius, PGM, Board of Grand Trustees 
 
Standing Committees: Sister Suzanne Byler, Benevolence; Sister Erin 
Johnson, ESTARL; Brother Gary Brhel, PGP, Jurisprudence; Sister Kelly 
Stahly, Publicity. Brother Denny Dubry, Scholarship 
 
Special Committees: Sister Kerri Straub, Webmaster & Masonic Event 
Calendar; Brother John Grant, Special Project Fundraising/Silent Auction 
 
Session Committees:  Sisters Dottie Arent, PGM, Candidate Hostess; Ellen 
Ott and Toby Varvais, Credentials; Joni Bennett, PGM, Dispensations and 
Charters; Peggy Hitchcock, RN, First Aid; Joyce Porter and Melinda Brage, 
Registrations; and Brother Dennis Dubry, Tellers. 
 
The names of Sisters and Brothers serving on Standing, Special, and Session 
Committees not having been introduced on the floor were printed in the Session 
Program. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters and Brothers, you are our behind-the-scenes workers. You do 
the hard work that most members don’t see when they think of our Grand Chapter, yet 
without your work, we would be hard pressed to do the things we do and to accomplish our 
charitable goals. “Butterflies cannot see their own wings, but the rest of the world can. You 
are beautiful, and while you perhaps cannot see it, we can!”  Thank you for your dedication 
and hard work!! Sisters and Brothers, you will unite with me in giving them a hearty 
welcome.  (Applause) 
 

The Guests were then seated in the Grand Chapter Room. 
 

              GRAND COMPANIONS 

 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will introduce the Grand Companions.  
Sister Associate Grand Conductress, you will assist. 
 

The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress, 
introduced the following Grand Companions behind Grand Esther's Station:  
Brother Dennis Dubry, husband of the Worthy Grand Matron; Sister Nicole 
Smith, Wife of the Worthy Grand Patron; Sister Katheryn Rice, Daughter of the 
Associate Grand Matron; Sister Rita Lindvall, Wife of the Associate Grand 
Patron; Sister Jerrie Wilcox, PGM, Mother of the Grand Conductress; Sister 
Maril Hauber, Wife of the Grand Chaplain; Sister Nan Rix, Wife of the Grand 
Marshal; Sister Meagan Pruitt, Daughter of Grand Adah; Sister Darlene 
Brown, Mother of Grand Ruth; Sister Kelly Stahly, Friend of Grand Esther, 
Roxanne O'Neill, Mother of Grand Martha; Brother Alan Straub, Husband of 
the Grand Warder. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: You, our Caterpillars, have been our strong supporters this year, 
keeping us on time, loading and unloading our vehicles, making sure they start when the 
weather drops below zero, bringing us water to quench our thirst, fixing meals, washing 
clothes, and lending hugs when we needed them most.  “It’s not what we have in our life, 
but WHO we have that matters most!” Thank you for all you’ve done for the Grand Officers 
this year.  May God’s richest blessings be granted to all of you.  Sisters and Brothers, you 
will unite with me in giving them a hearty welcome.  (Applause) 



 

The Grand Companions were then seated in the Grand Chapter Room. 
 

          2023-2024 WORTHY MATRONS AND WORTHY PATRONS OF 
                                      SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will introduce the 2023 and 2024 
Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons of our Subordinate Chapters.  Sister Associate Grand 
Conductress, you will assist. 
 

The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress, 
introduced the 2023-2024 Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons on the Grand 
Chapter Floor. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: You represent the leadership of our Subordinate Chapters.  Without 
you, we would not have a Grand Chapter.  Thank you for your devotion and enthusiasm in 
performing your work to make our Eastern Star shine!  I’d like to share with you a quote by 
Marva Collins, “Success doesn’t come to you. You go to it.” Thank you for sharing your 
successes with us!”  Sisters and Brothers, you will unite with me in giving them a hearty 
welcome.  (Applause) Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons, as you pass by the 
microphones at Adah’s and Electa’s stations, please give your name, Chapter name and 
number, and your town as Worthy Matron or Worthy Patron. Then you may return to your 
seat. 
 

The Subordinate Chapter Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons formed two lines 
and passed by the microphones at Grand Adah's and Grand Electa's Stations 
where they introduced themselves, gave their Chapter Number, and then seated 
themselves: 
 
Sisters Jennifer Dierks (94); Gena Brimmer (114); Bridget Anderson (307); Tracy 

Hefner (200); Kelsey Larsen (104), Sara Horstann (1); Linda Buck (8); Kara 

Hartman (39); Wynona Bolton (261); Cindy Kauk (35); Ilah Anderson (8); Florene 

Schauer (257); Tami Osantowski (13); Leigh Fuhrman (40; Catherine Dzuris (41);  

Peggy Hitchcock (113); Carrie Knapp (142); Meagan Pruitt (169); Cheryl Beckius 

(264); Beth Wentworth (184); Myrna Vasta (198); Lori Nerud (214); Margaret 

Nelson (216); Kay Goble (299); Rita Lindvall (35); Tam Engler (299); Elizabeth 

Charbonneau (325); Martha Moeller (114); Charleen Gausman (199); Judy 

Wehrbein (189); Peggy Hitchcock (113); Meagen Pruitt (169); Terre Cowan (132); 

and Brothers David Wetrosky (1); Jim Gansemer (189); Mike Buchardt (198); Gary 

Brhel (132); John Steele (55); Wayne Andreasen (84); Bruce Raddatz (35); Gene 

Wehrbein (189); Mike Donham (299); Mike Hitchcock (113); Robert Schellpeper 

(194); Gary Williamson (215); Elmer Huffman (216); Allan Straub (269); Wendall 

Wagner (124), and Bernie Hauber (299). 

 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Again, we extend our thanks to all our Worthy Matrons and Worthy 
Patrons!!  (Applause) 
 

            TRIBUTES TO OUR CHAPLAINS AND ESTHERS 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: The tribute to our 2023-2024 Chaplains will be given by Brother 
Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain. 
 
Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain: Good Morning!  Sister and Brother Chaplains, our 
station was chosen as a “To God be the Glory” Grand honored station, and our job is 



essential to every Eastern Star meeting.  We regularly call on God, our Father, to bless our 
gatherings and to bless the work we perform. 
  
I find Worthy Grand Patron Cecil’s symbol this year to be exceedingly appropriate to the 
Chaplain’s station. As a construction tool, the Plumb helps walls, and other building parts 
be set straight up and down. Masons recognize this symbol from our degrees. The Plumb 
reminds masons that we should walk uprightly before God.  Fellow Chaplains, doesn’t this 
statement sound familiar? Isn’t it similar to the oft repeated description of our badge? 
 
As Eastern Star members, we have professed belief in a Supreme Being. As Chaplains, we 
recite prayers to That Being. Prayer is a conversation between God and His children. No 
matter how many times we repeat the same words, the conversation continues. It will 
change us if we let it, and as Chaplains, we have a fabulous opportunity to not only 
embrace the change, but to also share it with our chapters, our community and with each 
other.  Often, we are not the loudest voice in the room, and it seems that the business of 
our Order might proceed without our little bit of input being acknowledged.  However, our 
prayer IS important. Not only for what we say, but also what can be heard in our silences.  
As you have heard already today, I find comfort in a passage from the 1st Book of Kings 
Chapter 19. The Lord was not in the strong wind or in the earthquake or in the fire, but 
Elijah heard a “small still voice,” and he covered his face. 
 
I recognize and honor you, my fellow Chaplains, for accepting your station, for performing 
your duties to the best of your ability, and most of all for leading us in our conversations 
with the Almighty. 
  
After this tribute, we Chaplains should not expect high honors and recognition, but prayer is 
its own reward.  King David sang about the reward of prayer in Psalm 17: “I call on you, my 
God, for you will answer me; turn your ear to me and hear my prayer.  Show me the 
wonders of your great love, you who save by your right hand those who take refuge in you 
from their foes. Keep me as the apple of your eye;” 
 
Finally, may God bless our chapter Chaplains, not only those here today, but all our 
Chaplains throughout Nebraska.  May they see the wonders of our Father’s great love.  
Thank you.  (Applause) 
 

Linda Dubry, WGM:   Thank you, Brother Bernie.  The tribute to our 2023-2024 Esthers 
will be given by Sister Tiffany Westerholt, Grand Esther. 
 
Tiffany Westerholt, Grand Esther: Worthy Grand Matron Linda, Worthy Grand Patron 
Cecil, Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons, Distinguished Guests, Sisters and 
Brothers.  It has been a privilege to serve as your Grand Esther for the "To God be the 
Glory" Grand Family.  It is especially an honor to be able to give this tribute to your honored 
station of Esther.  Esther's heroic deed to intercede on behalf of her people, truly showed 
the Glory of God.  The name of Esther means, "Star".  I find her name fitting as she 
became the star of God's people, bringing them hope and joy; Esther reminds us today that 
we should be just as brave, just as heroic in our unselfish loyalty to the welfare of others.  
Esther teaches us that we should be loyal to our kindred and friends, to each other in 
Eastern Star.  I'd like to share a poem written by Tom Zart called:  "Esther": 
 
Esther of God's Bible became a King's Queen, 
risking all for the sake of love. 
She saved her people from total extinction 
by responding to her call from above. 
 
All through history just like Esther 
Ladies have pledged to protect and serve. 
They love, honor, defend and provide, 
and it's our admiration they've earned and deserve. 
 



What would life be without a woman's love? 
Meaningless, lonely and purposeless and sad. 
When you're blessed by an Esther, love her in return, 
and be sure to let God know you're thankful and glad. 
 
Sisters Esthers, thank you for your loyalty to us, your kindred and friends; and for the love 
you give to our Order.  Your light shines in our lives, gives us hope and joy, and teaches us 
that there is strength in caring for others. Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Sister Tiffany.  We will now listen to a musical selection by 
our  Glory’s Glow Choir, "Glory's Glow", while the Conductresses prepare to introduce the 
Subordinate Chapters Chaplains and Esthers. 
 

The Glow Choir performed the song, "Glory's Glow". 
 
             INTRODUCTION OF SUBORDINATE CHAPLAINS AND ESTHERS 
 
The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress, then 
presented the Chaplains and Esther's on the Grand Chapter Floor. 
 
Cecil Smith: Sisters and Brothers, thank you so very much for serving as Chaplains and 
Esthers in your respective Chapters.  Chaplains, you lead us in our devotions and set the 
example of right living.  Sister Esthers, you represent the white ray of light, purity, and joy. 
Both of your offices shine forth God’s glory, and for that we are deeply grateful. I have two 
bits of wisdom for you, “Don’t tell God how big your storm is; tell the storm how big your 
God is!”  and “Not all storms come to disrupt your life—some come to clear your path.” 
  
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters and Brothers, please unite with me in giving them a hearty 
welcome.  (Applause)   
 
The Chaplains and Esther's of Subordinate Chapters formed two lines on the 
north and south sides of the Grand Chapter floor and as they passed by Grand 
Adah's and Grand Electa's Station, they gave their name, Chapter, Office, and 
years served.  Two Chaplains and nine Esthers introduced themselves and then 
returned to their seats in the Grand Chapter Room after passing by the 
microphones. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Thank you, Sisters Grand Conductress and Associate Grand  
Conductress.  (Applause) 
 

The Conductresses returned to their stations. 
 

         BUSINESS OF GRAND CHAPTER 

 
Linda Dubry, WGM: We are now ready for the business of this Grand Chapter.   Sister 
Grand Secretary, you will read the minutes of the previous Session. 
  
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary: Worthy Grand Matron, I make a motion that the 
minutes of the 2023 147th Annual Grand Chapter Session, as printed in the 
Proceedings and distributed, be accepted. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: I second the motion. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: A motion has been made and seconded that we approve the 
minutes of the 2023 147th Grand Chapter Session as they appear in the Proceedings 
Book.  Is there any discussion?   Hearing none – oh, I'm sorry – all those in favor, raise 



your voting cards, (Cards raised); all opposed, same sign (none),  The Motion is carried, 
Sister Grand Secretary. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Grand Secretary, is there any unfinished business?” 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary:  There is none within my knowledge, Worthy Grand 
Matron. 
 
                APPOINTMENT CHANGES 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Because we had a deadline to get information to the printers, there 
are some changes and additions to the program that I need to share with you at this time. 
 
The following names were not printed in the Program or were changed because people 
were not able to come to Grand Chapter as they had planned: 
 
The Nebraska Flag was presented by Grand Companion Brother Allan Straub instead of 
Brother Alex Straatman; Grand Representative Betty Cummings, Nebraska in New Mexico  
was left out.  The page for Grand Adah is Sister Elizabeth Imig; also, Betty Kenyon was not 
able to be here – she has been ill. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: The names of those serving on all Committees and the Grand Page 
assignments are listed in the Program Book.  Worthy Grand Patron, will you please preside 
while I give my Final Report? 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Worthy Grand Patron, Past Grand Matrons, Past Grand Patrons, 
Sisters and Brothers.  Since my report will be printed in the proceedings book, I will not 
read it in its entirety now.  I would like to touch on just a few items: 
 
One of the greatest gifts in my life as been my membership in the Order of the Eastern 
Star.  I had no idea that when I was initiated that an organization would hold my interest for 
a lifetime.  The relationships we form in this organization and our times of fellowship are 
endearing and enduring with people of all ages.  It has been a pleasure traveling across our 
state these past few years, although some of the travels were less than joyous when we 
were met with hailstorms or other adverse weather.  Of course, 22,650 miles of travel in 
one year can also be exhausting at times, but well worth the effort, especially when one 
that includes hugs and the words, "Nebraska has arrived".  This year we did things a bit 
differently with our visitations, which were cut down to 7 rather than the usual 14.  We 
wanted everyone to have a little downtime on weekends and to be able to spend their 
Sundays at worship services. 
 
Visitations were scheduled and held in several different venues to be able to accommodate 
larger groups and the hope that we might see a larger attendance.  We also planned them 
in such a way so that no member would have to travel much over 2 hours to get to the Area 
Visitations.  All the visitations were held at meetings on Saturday with time to travel and 
time to get home during daylight hours.  We are thankful that those who hosted our 
visitations agreed to our requests.  Many of our Grand Officers had to travel longer to get to 
some of the venues and for the sacrifices in that respect, we are truly grateful. 
 
Having fewer visitations made it possible for us to attend more of the other jurisdictions and 
to host a few multi-state events ourselves.  We were able to host the 5-State Exchange in 
combination with Rainbow Grand Assembly in September at South Sioux City.  There, 69 
Eastern Star members from Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri, Iowa, and South Dakota were 
present to support the girls as they witnessed them perform their work.  We enjoyed a fun 
two-day get together with our Colorado counterparts in Scottsbluff and Gering and had the 
meeting at Dome Rock Chapter.  In August, we took a trip to the International Peace 
Gardens to join the Most Worthy Grand Matron's Pilgrimage, and 2 weeks later attended 
our Kansas-Nebraska Reunion in Hayes, Kansas. 



 
On September 5, 2023, we had a special meeting of Grand Chapter in North Bend to install 
Brother Dennis Rix as Grand Marshal out of time.  Our annual Grand Representatives 
Meeting was the following weekend in Kearney.  We enjoyed visiting Colorado Grand 

Chapter from 21
st

 to the 23
rd

 of that month.  The first week in October, we had a fun 
weekend with Iowa in Lincoln, where we toured the Nebraska Museum of Natural History  
and the Capitol, and enjoyed an evening meal.  This was followed by the South Dakota 
Grand Chapter the following weekend and the Iowa Grand Chapter the weekend following 
that.  We then had the All-Committee Meeting in Hastings the last weekend in October.  In 
November, we attended Missouri Grand Chapter where I brought greetings and gave the 
Distinguished Guest Response.  In December, our Grand Family met in Kearney to enjoy 
our Christmas party.  In January, I participated in two Eastern Star Installations as Installing 
Marshal and a third as the Installing Organist. 
 
We had our Supervisors' School of Instruction in January and having to postpone one day 
of school due to blizzard conditions.  Perseverance paid off, as we were able to complete 
the instruction in 2 days and finished 15 minutes earlier than I expected with only one 
supervisor and one Grand Officer missing due to the weather. 
 
In February, we attended Grand Lodge Communication.  In March, we were delighted to 
attend the 150th celebration of Electa Chapter No. 8, followed by an Official Stated Meeting 
in Golden, Colorado, where we toured the Colorado Railroad Museum with the Colorado 
Grand Chapter Officers.  While there, the Right Worthy Associate Grand Matron, Sster Billie 
Bradfield, made the announcement of the General Grand Chapter Ambassadors and 
Committee Members for Nebraska for the 2024-2027 Triennial.  They are – and will you 
please stand as I say your name – Sister Jerrie Wilcox, Past Grand Matron, Ambassador to 
Brazil; Sister Candance Martin, Past Grand Matron, ESTARL Committee; Sister Dottie 
Arent, Past Grand Matron, Unfinished Business Chairperson; and David Wetrosky, Past 
Grand Patron, Youth Committee. Let's give them a round of applause.  (Applause) 
 
We attended the Grand York Rite Banquet in April, as well as Kansas Grand Chapter, 
where I gave the Distinguished Guest Response. 
 
We attended four receptions honoring our Grand Officers throughout the year. 
 
Due to weather or lack of quorum, I gave 37 dispensations throughout this year.  I received 
the resignation of Sister Marilyn Jepson of Chapter No. 271, Lincoln from the Fraternal 
Relations Committee, and I finalized two consolidations this year. That is always a 
bittersweet moment when we close a Chapter, but we also know the results can be of great 
benefit to those affected. 
 
Our final hope and prayer is that we can generate enough interest in our organization to 
begin to constitute Chapters across the State. 
 
I had the pleasure of recommending 28 members to be Grand Representatives this year.  I 
was also able to offer 25 commissions to other Grand Jurisdictions. 
 
When Sister Sheli asked what kind of gift I would like from my Grand Officers, I mentioned 
that I would like a gavel.  I had no idea I would receive such a beautiful, handcrafted gift.  
Brother Dennis Rix, our Grand Marshal, gave me not only my gavel, but a sounding block, 
with the letters "To God Be the Glory" engraved on them. 
 
Then, at Supervisors School, both he and Brother Wayne Andreasen presented Cecil with a 
beautiful Masonic Plumbline that is here in the East. 
 
Thank you, for this beautiful and delightful Grand Family.  Thank you for the marvelous job 
you have done through the year, and the many miles you have traveled to be at our 
Chapters and events.  I truly enjoyed the correspondence I received from each you 



throughout the year, whether it was an email, a text, or cards and letters with love and 
heartfelt words of encouragement and the support you have given me this year.  You have 
left a lasting impression on my heart. 
 
To our Nebraska Members, thank you for your attendance at Star Meetings and Masonic 
Events.  Without you, we would not be able to have a Grand Chapter.  I know these past 
few years, especially during the Pandemic, we know not what is in our future, but I am sure 
if we persevere together to face those challenges, with the help of God, we will be truly 
blessed.  To God Be the Glory. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Linda Dubry, Worthy Grand Matron 
 

(There was a standing ovation and applause for the Worthy Grand Matron.) 
 
 
    WRITTEN REPORT OF THE WORTHY GRAND MATRON 

 
I began my Masonic family career when I was initiated into Pikes Peak Assembly #4, IORG in 
1965, at the age of 12, in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  My mother then joined Eastern Star to 
be able to attend the meetings.  My dad was a Past Master of El Paso Lodge #13 in Colorado 
Springs.  He joined Glen Eyrie Chapter #8 along with my mother.  On April 14,1971, I was 
initiated into Glen Eyrie Chapter at an Official Visit of the Grand Officers of Colorado, with my 
dad giving me the Obligation, as he was then Worthy Patron.  He was also a member of the 
Scottish Rite and later became a Shriner.  His father had been a Mason and a member of York 
Rite, and his mother was an Eastern Star and member of the Daughters of the Nile.    
 
In 1980, I affiliated with Sunshine Chapter #261, was immediately elected to Associate 
Conductress, and served as Worthy Matron there in 1984.  I later served as Esther and 
Organist there for several years.  I later affiliated with Signal Hill Chapter #182 in Bayard, which 
later consolidated with Bridgeport Chapter #260 where I served as Organist and Worthy Matron 
for many years.    
 
My husband, Dennis, became a member of Robert W. Furnas Lodge in Scottsbluff, and then 
joined Bridgeport Chapter #261, when he was initiated at Grand Chapter in 2009, after 
traveling with the Grand Family for a year when I was Grand Organist.   
 
I was thrilled to serve as a Grand Page to the Grand Treasurer in 1984, under Sister Marie 
Rasmussen and Brother Fran Crowe.  I also served as a Grand Representative of Texas in 
Nebraska during Sisters Hannah Armstrong and Judy Bespalec’s terms.  In 2008-2009, I was 
appointed Grand Organist by Sister Wanda Fisher and Brother Lowell Erickson.  Sister Bev 
Donham appointed me as a District Grand Supervisor in 2013, and Sister Sharlene Coulter and 
Brother Deloyt Young appointed me as Grand Electa that same year. I became a plural 
member of Dome Rock Chapter #215 in November of 2016, where I served as Organist.   In 
2016-2017, I had the opportunity of serving as Grand Companion to my husband, when he 
served as the Grand Chaplain.  In 2016, Sister Candy Martin and Brother “Terry” Terry 
appointed me as Grand Warder.   

 
When we moved to North Platte in 2018, I became a plural member of Signet Chapter #55, 
where I currently serve as Esther.  I also currently serve as Associate Matron and Organist of 
Sunshine Chapter #261 in Thedford. 
 
I am grateful to my Sisters and Brothers of this Grand Jurisdiction for the love and support you 
have all given me over the years.  It is truly a joy to serve as your Worthy Grand Matron. 
 

 
DEDICATION 



We dedicate this “To God Be the Glory” session to our loving omnipotent, and omnipresent, 
faithful God who created us and gave us life and purpose and who guides us each day.  May all 
we do honor and glorify Him. 
To our Grand family who has demonstrated His love and compassionate care for the members 
of our Order across the state and beyond; we are grateful that each of you said “yes” to the call 
to serve. 

To the Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons who are always willing and ready to see 
that the welfare of this Grand Chapter is preserved and that our work moves forward in 
beneficial ways in the hope of a bright future for our Order. 

To the members of the Masonic bodies who give us support, heritage, and a legacy to allow us 
to continue to grow as an organization.  We pledge our continued support to you to help in any 
way we can to make our Masonic Family thrive. 

To the members of our Subordinate Chapters who spend hours of their time, talents, and 
monetary support for our projects and for the benefit of their various communities.  Thank you 
for your devotion to our beautiful Order!  May God’s richest blessings be yours in abundance! 

 
IN REMEMBRANCE 

We extend our deepest sympathy to those families who have lost love ones during this past 
year. 

We extend heartfelt sympathy to all our Chapters who have lost members this year.  We keep 
these members and their families in our prayers.  We will dearly miss our Past Grand Patrons, 
Brothers Gordon Clark, Dennis “Denny” Smith, and Don Jelinek, who went to be with the Lord 
this year.  We grieve with their families and pray that God’s loving peace will sustain them.  We 
also keep in our prayers those Grand Family members who have lost loved ones this year.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with all of you. 
 

OFFICIAL ACTS 
It has been my delight to take on the many responsibilities of this office this term. While most of 
the duties are light and a few somewhat difficult, I have not regretted the decisions I have 
made.  One of the greatest responsibilities and most enjoyable is the appointment of Grand 
Officers, Grand Representatives, and Committee members.  Thank you to all who said, “Yes!”  
Thank you also for the wonderful job you have done!  To those who were unable to serve, be 
assured, your names will be passed on to those who follow me.  It saddens me to see many of 
our Chapters consolidating, but I know that in making the transition to a new chapter, a 
promising future lies ahead for all of you.  I wish that we could someday make the transition to 
reconstitute Chapters.  Unfortunately, the weather has forced many Chapters to need 
dispensations this past winter.  It pleased me to receive these requests, because the work of 
our Order and the welfare of our members is important to me. I have had the pleasant 
opportunity at each of our area visitations to see that our members were “educated” about the 
various Masonic organizations and appendant bodies to which they could belong. By 
supporting one another, I feel that we can have a positive impact on the membership of these 
organizations. 

 
APPOINTED GRAND OFFICERS 

Grand Chaplain ....................................................... Bernie Hauber (299), Omaha 
Grand Marshal  ............................................................. Dennis Rix (119), Fremont 
Grand Organist ................................................... Caryn Ziettlow (119), North Bend 
Grand Adah ........................................................... Denise Lasiter (169), Waterloo 
Grand Ruth ................................................................... Angi Miller (189), Papillion 
Grand Esther .................................................. Tiffany Westerholt (271, 8), Lincoln 
Grand Martha ................................................ Robyn Mason (94,271,113), Lincoln 
Grand Electa ..................................................... Kayloni Triplett (269), Bennington 
Grand Warder ....................................................... Kerri Straub (269), Plattsmouth 



Grand Sentinel………………………………… Rick Baker (325), Bellevue 

Committee Appointments 

I wish to thank those Sisters and Brothers who graciously agreed to serve on one of our many 
committees or chair or co-chair a committee or special project this year and to those who 
stepped in to fill positions of those who resigned their positions. 

 
Standing Committees Appointees: 

Benevolence ........................................................... Marcia Donley (39), Hastings 
Educational Loan Fund  .............................................. Jill Woodward (35), Minden 
ESTARL .................................................................. Bill Raymond (325), Bellevue 
Jurisprudence ................................................. Dee Schuetz, PGM (189), Bellevue 
Membership ...........................................................Linda Buck (86, 144), McCook 
Publicity ............................................................. Kristy Nerud (264, 142), Oshkosh 
Scholarship ................................................................Mary Ritter (113), Ainsworth 
Service & Therapy Dogs ........................................ Nan Rix, (119), Chair, Fremont 
  ................................................................... Samantha Walters (55), North Platte 
Youth ......................................................... Tiffany Westerholt (271) Chair, Lincoln 
   ....................................................................... Harold “Terry” Terry (269), Omaha 
  ............................................................................ Jennifer Smith (269), Tekamah 

Special Committees: 
Advisory ..........................................................Sue Andreasen, PGM (84), Norfolk 
  ...................................................................... Karan Birdsall, PGM (271), Lincoln 
  .......................................................................... Laurie Sieg, PGM (271), Lincoln 
Special Project ...................................................................... OES Star Dogs, Inc. 
Silent Auction ......................................................... John Grant (1), Nebraska City 
  ........................................................................ Deanne Grant (1), Nebraska City 
  ................................................................................. Angela Keck (84) Plainview 
Fraternal Relations ................................................ Mary Frandsen (144), McCook 
  ..............................................................................Fritz McMullin (325), Bellevue 
  ............................................................. David Wetrosky, PGP (1), Nebraska City 
C and C for our Chapters ....................... Fran Crowe, PGP (39), McCool Junction 
Charters and Dispensations ................................. Joni Bennett, PGM (33) Lincoln 
Children’s Home Representatives .................... Bill and Tam Engler (299), Omaha 
Webmaster ........................................................... Kerri Straub (269), Plattsmouth 
 
Session Committee Chairpersons: 
Credentials ................................................... Toby Varvais (301), South Sioux City 
  ........................................................................................ Ellen Ott (122), Hooper 
Dispensations and Charters ................................ Joni Bennett, PGM (33), Lincoln 
General Arrangements. ............... Wayne Andreasen, PGP (84), Co-Chair, Norfolk 
  ....................................................... Mike Donham (299), PGP, Co-Chair, Omaha 
March Directors ......................................... Beverly Donham, PGM, (299), Omaha 
  ...................................................................... Karan Birdsall, PGM (271), Lincoln 
  .......................................................................... Laurie Sieg, PGM (271), Lincoln 
Introductions and Greetings ...................................... Carrie Knapp (142), Ogallala 
Parliamentarian ......................................................... James F. Brown, PGP (271) 

  Registration .............................................................. Joyce Porter (189), Co-Chair 
   ............................................................... Melinda Brage (271), Co-Chair, Lincoln 
  Tellers ......................................... Dennis Dubry (215, 261, 55), Chair, North Platte 
  Grand Chapter Musician .................................... MaryAnn Stevens (325), Papillion 
  Grand Chapter Choir Director .................................James Carlton (325), Bellevue 
  Session Nurse ...................................................Peggy Hitchcock (113), Ainsworth 

          

Grand Representatives Recommended 



I had the honor and privilege to recommend the following Sisters and Brothers for 
appointments to represent other Grand Jurisdictions in Nebraska as Grand 
Representatives.  Your many notes of thanks brought me great joy. 
 

Australia .................................................................................... Ruth Negus (6), Omaha 
Connecticut ....................................................... Mary Lawrence (55), North Platte 
District of Columbia ................................................Alexander Straatmann (35), Kearney 
Florida ................................................................................. Cindy Kehling (271), Lincoln 
Idaho  ............................................................................. Maxine Hild, (189), Plattsmouth 
Illinois  ......................................................................... Judy Johannsen (215), Scottsbluff 
Italy  .................................................................. Jeanine Bryceson, PGM (153), Lincoln 
Maine  ......................................................................... Dehnia Bullerdiek (8, 94)), Lincoln 
Manitoba .................................................................. Dee Schuetz, PGM (189), Bellevue 
Michigan ............................................................................... Ranilo Perez (299), Omaha 
Minnesota ................................................................... Lucas Hitchcock (113), Ainsworth 
Mississippi ...........................................................................Jonelle Rodgers (6), Omaha 
Missouri ........................................................................ Coral Parmenter (261), Thedford 
Montana ................................................................................ Mildred Starr (261), Mullen 
Nevada........................................................................ Kevin Roberts (92, 122), Fremont 
New Brunswick .................................... H. Marlene Jones, PGM (261), Council Bluffs, IA 
New Jersey .......................................................................... Linda Buck, (261), McCook 
New York ........................................................... Laura Anderson-Beguin (184), Chadron 
North Carolina ..............................................................Carol Luther, PGM (246), Kilgore 
North Dakota ....................................................... Ephraim Josh Gillming (262), Bushnell 
Oklahoma ............................................................................. Carrie Knapp (142), Paxton 
Ontario ..................................................................... Ronald “Ron” Stites (325), Papillion 
Scotland ........................................................................ Lassa Nielson (215), Bridgeport 
South Carolina ...................................................... Susan Andreasen, PGM (84), Norfolk 
Texas Susie Nielson (189), Plattsmouth 
Vermont .................................................................... Barb Davenport (189), Plattsmouth 
Virginia ...................................................................................... Kerri Kramer (55), Tryon 
Wyoming ......................................................................... Mary Hascall (214), Scottsbluff 

 
GRAND REPRESENTATIVES COMMISSIONED 

I had the honor and pleasure of commissioning the following Sisters and Brothers of other 
Grand Jurisdictions to represent Nebraska in their own Jurisdictions. 
 
Alabama .......................................................................................... Brian Waldrup 
Alberta ............................................................................................. Jackie Cutting 
Australia ............................................................................................. Elaine Gray 
Bolivia .............................................................................. Elena Flores de Costas 
Colorado .......................................................................................... Ryan Puckett 
Georgia ........................................................................................ Amanda Mealor 
Indiana ....................................................................................... Deborah Hopkins 
Illinois ................................................................................................. Marty Smith 
Idaho ............................................................................................ Tammy Bonnett 

4 
Kentucky ........................................................................................ Rachel Phelps 
Maine ............................................................................................. Carol A. Potter 
Manitoba ............................................................................................. Lisa Bardal 
Maryland ........................................................................................ Susan Scalion 
Minnesota .................................................................................... Mary Sigmundik 
Montana ........................................................................................... Jean Mitchell 
New Brunswick .......................................................................... Doug Swan, PGP 
New Hampshire ............................................................................ Harriet Sanborn 
New Mexico ........................................................................................ Lucia Smith 
Ohio ............................................................................................. Cheryl DuPriest 
Oklahoma ........................................................................................ Mary A. Lynch 



Ontario ...................................................................................... Dennis Fulkerson 
Pennsylvania ............................................................................ Janet M. Sattizahn 
Rhode Island ...................................................................... Dawn Mitchell-Winters 
Saskatchewan .................................................................................. Kayla Ingram 
Vermont ............................................................................................... Mary Sloan 
West Virginia ...................................................................... Jennelle Harper Jones 

 
Questions of the Worthy Grand Matron 

I received one request for a dispensation under seal and letters under seal dealing with 
consolidations.  However, I did receive mostly emails and phone calls, not under seal.  After 
studying each question with reference to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Grand Chapter of 
Nebraska, the Book of Instruction, the Ritual, and General Grand Chapter Law, if necessary, 
and consulting with members of my advisory committee, these questions were answered to the 
best of my ability. 

 

Dispensations Granted 

The following dispensations were granted due to lack of a quorum, illness, or bad 
weather. 
Vesta #6, Omaha 
Dome Rock #215, Thedford 
Alma Chapter #20, David City 
Alma Chapter #20, David City 
Brownville Chapter #263, Brownville 
Temple Chapter #271, Lincoln 
Blue River Chapter #132, Milford 
Friendship Chapter #122, Hooper 
Acacia Chapter #39, Hastings 
Arbor Vitae Chapter #92, Fremont 
Arbor Vitae Chapter #92, Fremont 
Mt. Vernon Chapter #84, Plainview 
Blue River Chapter #132, Milford 
Vesta Chapter #6, Omaha 
Crete Chapter #104, Crete 
Trinity Chapter #299, Omaha 
Signet Chapter #55, North Platte 
Luna Chapter #169, Elkhorn  
Queen Esther Chapter #1, Nebraska City 
Myrtle Chapter #94, Lincoln 
Herman Chapter #216, Herman 
Dome Rock Chapter #215, Bayard 
Dawson Chapter #33, Lexington 
 
The following dispensations were granted due to consolidation meetings, community 
events, or other Masonic activities. 
Myrtle Chapter #94, Lincoln   
Sunshine Chapter #261, Thedford 
Minnehaha Chapter #246, Valentine 
Alpha Chapter #325, Bellevue 
Mt. Vernon Chapter #84, Plainview 
Acacia Chapter #39, Hastings 
Queen Esther Chapter #1, Nebraska City 
Utica Chapter #199, Utica 
Utica Chapter #199, Utica 
Norfolk Chapter #40, Norfolk 

 
Waivers of Jurisdiction Requested 

The Grand Chapter of Nebraska requested no waivers of jurisdiction this year. 



 
                                       Consolidations 

The following consolidations were finalized: 
Aksarben Chapter #277 with Vesta Chapter #6, Omaha, September 16, 2023 
Davenport Chapter #268, Davenport with Crete Chapter #104, Wilbur, November 18, 2023 

Supervision 
A planning meeting was held at The Grand Chapter office in Lincoln on January 4, 2024 for 
School of Instruction.  Prior to that meeting, the Worthy Grand Matron, Associate Grand 
Matron, Grand Conductress, and Grand Secretary communicated by phone and email.  School 
of Instruction was held on January 13-15, 2024, at the Masonic Lodge in Plattsmouth, 
Nebraska.  It was hosted by Home Chapter #189, Plattsmouth.  The Board of District Grand 
Supervisors and the Grand Secretary met in Plattsmouth on January 11 and in Bellevue, 
January 12 to go over our materials and set up Chapter.  Due to a blizzard, School of 
Instruction was postponed to start on Sunday, January 14 at !0:00 a.m. We condensed 3 days 
of Instruction into 2 days. 
Four Sisters took the Supervisors test and were asked to become Supervisors.   Nine past 
Supervisors were asked to return so that not so many new Supervisors were necessary.  There 
was a total of thirteen District Grand Supervisors. 
 Marcia Donley District #1 
 Susanne Krishna District #7 
 Lori Nerud District #2 
 Myrna Vasta District #8 
 April Ott  District #3 
 Kerri Straub District #9 
 Karla Lawler District #4 
 Beth Benson       District #10 
 Meagan Pruitt District #5 
 Erin Johnson District #11 
 Caryn Ziettlow District #6 
 Nan Rix   District #12    Andy Stewart District #13 
 
Despite the snow and icy weather outside, School went very well.  All our Grand Officers, 
except one were in attendance along with several of our Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand 
Patrons.   Only one of the former Supervisors could not attend, due to being snowed in at her 
home.  We were fortunate to have our Advisory Board there to answer what questions we had 
and provide some entertainment.  Once again, the Board of Grand Trustees provided pizza for 
us on Saturday evening at the hotel in Bellevue.   
At the conclusion of our School on Monday afternoon, the Supervisors were given their District 
assignments.  This is always a fun time. 
I wish to thank the following who worked so hard to make the 2024 School of Instruction such a 
success:  Home Chapter #189 for allowing us to use such wonderful facilities and for providing 
such lovely meals and snacks. 
To the Board of District Grand Supervisors, Sisters Jan, Sheli, and Gloria, thank you for all your 
work when we had to call everyone to postpone activities until Sunday and for your hard work 
in making our shortened school a success; thank you to my Advisory committee, Past Grand 
Matrons, Sisters Susan Andreasen, Karan Birdsall, and Laurie Sieg, whose advice and 
friendship mean the world to me. Thank you to the Board of Grand Trustees for supplying the 
pizza on Saturday evening and for providing your total support in what we do. Thank you to 
Brother Tim Birdsall, Brother Cecil, and Brother Dennis Dubry who worked diligently to help set 
up tables, clear snow, start vehicles and unload and load them, and hooked up the sound 
system, so we could be heard. Thank you to those Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand 
Patrons who so willingly gave of their time to set a beautiful example for our Supervisors and to 
the Grand Secretary, for all your time and effort in making our School such a success; and last 
but not least, to my Grand Officers who are always there for me. You all did a fantastic job! 
The Board of District Grand Supervisors thanks all the Supervisors for their dedication and 
service to our beautiful Order, and we hope you enjoy your travels and fellowship with our Star 
Sisters and Brothers. 

 



Irregularities 
The following irregularities were found by the District Grand Supervisors during their 2023 
Schools of Instruction. These will be used by the 2024-2025 Worthy Grand Matron during the 
2025 Supervisors’ School. 
 

 Chapters dispensing with Stated Meetings 

 Chapters meeting less than once a month 

 Chapters using long form Opening less than 8 times per year 

 Ritual lectures copied from the Ritual 

 Some officers had not memorized their work. 

 Chapters not exemplifying the ceremony of initiation at least once during the year. 

 Secretary and Treasurer’s books not properly kept. 

 Secretary and Treasurer’s books not present at School of Instruction. 

 Secretary and Treasurer’s books not audited or audited incorrectly. 

 Audit Committee Report not signed 

 Audit Committee Report not recorded in Minute Book 

 Secretary not in possession of the Membership Book and not knowing the location 

 Membership Book not available due to damage in 2020 

 Bylaws not in Membership Book 

 Meeting minutes not signed by presiding officer 

 Minutes not fastened into Minute Book 

 Minutes taped or glued to pages in bound book 

 Minutes incomplete-attendance not included or protems not noted correctly 

 Motions not correctly worded 

 Ledger pages in filing cabinet  

 Poor attendance at School of Instruction 

 Not in possession of one copy of latest revised Ritual 

 Landmarks not read during the year 

 Report of Investigating committee not mentioned or recorded as having taken place 

 Some officers did not bring their Book of Instruction and Secret Work to School of 
Instruction 

 Unaware of Imhoff Award 

 No School of Instruction held 
  

Official Visits 2023-2024 

 

May 9-11:       Nebraska Grand Chapter – Younes Center, Kearney 
May 11:       Installation of Grand Officers at the Younes Center in Kearney 
May 12: “To God Be the Glory” Family Breakfast at Younes Center in Kearney 
May 20: Worthy Grand Matron’s Reception at the UCC Church in Thedford, NE 
June 3:       Shrine Bowl Parade in Kearney 
June 4: Worthy Grand Patron’s Reception in Plattsmouth at the Masonic Home 
June 8:       Attended Stated Meeting of Signet Chapter #55, North Platte 
June 9-11: 5-State Gathering in conjunction with Rainbow Grand Assembly in 

South Sioux City; Attended Grand Assembly, brought greetings and 
presented 2 scholarships.  Hosted 5-State Banquet 

June 13: Attended Ritual-Competition Judges Dinner at Holiday Inn in Kearney 
June 14:       Judged Grand Bethel Ritual Competition 
June 15: Attended Opening Session of Job’s Daughters Grand Bethel, brought 

greetings, presented 2 scholarships, presented check to Grand Bethel 
for the GBHQ’s project 

June 24: Attended Area #1 Visitation at Gering with Scottsbluff, Oshkosh, 
Kimball, Mitchell, and Gordon Chapters, had a visitor (Formerly a Job’s 
Daughter) sign and submit a petition. Administered District Grand 
Supervisor’s Exam 

July 1: Attended Area #2 Visitation at Norfolk with Norfolk, South Sioux City, 
Wayne, Plainview, Hooper, and  Blair Chapters 



July 6: Attended Combined Stated Meeting of Sunshine Chapter #261, 
Minnehaha Chapter #246, and Bethany Chapter #113 in Ainsworth, 
Nebraska followed by a picnic supper at the home of Wynona Bolton 
with Steve Barchus giving a presentation on the Masonic Home 

July 8: Attended the Area #3 Visitation at Bellevue with Bellevue, Beatrice, 
Humboldt, Brownville, Nebraska City, and Palmyra Chapters 

July 9: Helped with Signet Chapter #55 Relay for Life fundraiser in North 
Platte 

July 10-11: Attended NE/CO fun gathering in Scottsbluff and attended Stated 
Meeting of Dome Rock Chapter #215 in Bayard 

July 12: Attended Masonic-Eastern Star Children’s Home Board Meeting in 
Fremont 

July 12: Attended Stated Meeting of Sunshine Chapter # 261 in Thedford 
July 13:       Attended Stated Meeting of Signet Chapter #55 in North Platte 
July 14: Attended Roy Phillips (WP of Signet Chapter) Funeral in North Platte, 

serving as Esther 
July 15: Attended Area #4 Visitation in Lincoln with Lincoln, Weeping Water, 

Ceresco, Utica, Crete, and Milford Chapters  
July 15: Attended Salt Dogs Baseball Game Fundraiser in Lincoln raise funds 

for OES Star Dogs, Inc. 
July 21: Attended Stated Meeting of Davenport Chapter #268 in Davenport 
July 22: Attended Area #5 Visitation in Grand Island with Grand Island, 

Hastings, Davenport, Hebron, Stromsburg, Central City, Phillips, David 
City, and Columbus Chapters 

July 22: Attended the DeMolay Conclave Banquet brought greetings and 
presented a check to help with State Master Councilor’s project 

July 28: Helped Seneca Lodge #284 with serving the Thomas County Fair 
Barbecue in Thedford 

July 29: Attended Area 6 Visitation in Omaha with Omaha, Papillion, Elkhorn, 
Plattsmouth, North Bend, and Fremont Chapters 

August 1: Attended funeral of Ken Sieg, husband of Sister Laurie Sieg, Jr, Past 
Grand Matron in Lincoln 

August 8: Attended 4-H Achievement Day in Fremont—I brought greetings and 
presented “Cottage of the Year” Award 

August 9: Attended Stated Meeting of Sunshine Chapter #261 in Thedford 
August 10-14:                Trip to the International Peace Garden 
August 18: Traveled to Lincoln to make arrangements for IA/ NE Fun weekend to 

be held in October 
August 19: Attended reception for Grand Esther and Grand Martha at the Scottish 

Rite in Lincoln 
August 25-26: Attended KS/NE Reunion in Hays, Kansas, where the Nebraska Grand 

Officers initiated a new member for Hays Chapter #228.  I presented 
Sister Karla Lawler, Grand Treasurer with her 50-year pin 

September 5: Attended the Stated Meeting of Ruth Chapter #119 in North Bend.  The 
Grand Chapter then held a Special Meeting to install Brother Dennis 
Rix, Grand Marshal. Reception was held for Grand Marshal and Grand 
Organist. 

September 9: Attended the Grand Representatives Fall Meeting in Kearney; 
administered District Grand Supervisor’s Exam 

September 13: Attended Stated Meeting of Sunshine Chapter #261 in Thedford 
September 14:       Attended Stated Meeting of Signet Chapter #55 in North Platte 
September 16: Attended Final Consolidation Meeting of AkSarBen Chapter #277 into 

Vesta Chapter #6 in Omaha 
September 21-23:      Attended Colorado Grand Chapter 
September 30: Attended the Area #7 Visitation in North Platte with North Platte, 

McCook, Bartley, Kearney, Thedford, Valentine, Ainsworth, and 
Ogallala Chapters, followed by the Black Book Party; Evaluated a 
District  Grand Supervisor 



October 6-7:       Hosted the NE/IA Fun Weekend in Lincoln 
October 10:       Attended Ogallala Chapter #142 Friendship Night  
October 11: Attended Masonic/Eastern Star Home for Children Board Meeting in 

Fremont and Ground-breaking Ceremony for the new Technology 
Center 

October 11:       Attended Sunshine Chapter #261 Stated Meeting in Thedford 
October 12:       Attended Stated Meeting of Signet Chapter #55 in North Platte 
October 13-15       Attended South Dakota Grand Chapter in Pierre, SD 
October 19-20       Attended Iowa Grand Chapter in Cedar Rapids, IA 
October 28       Attended the All-Committee Meeting in Hastings 
October 30 Attended Friendship Night at Oshkosh Chapter #264 in Oshkosh 
November 1 Met Grand Secretary in Kearney at Younes Conference Center to 

arrange Meals for Grand Chapter Session 
November 3 Attended funeral of Mike Stewart in Sutherland (husband of Andy 

Stewart, Associate Grand Conductress) 
November 4 Attended Reception for Grand Chaplain, Grand Adah, Grand Ruth, 

Grand Electa, Grand Warder and Grand Sentinel at Tangier Shrine in 
Omaha 

November 8 Attended Masonic/Eastern Star Home for Children Board Meeting by 
teleconference 

November 8 Attended Stated Meeting of Sunshine Chapter #261 in Thedford 
November 9:       Attended Stated Meeting of Signet Chapter #55 in North Platte 
November 13-14       Attended Missouri Grand Chapter 
November 29 Approved Meeting Room at Phillips Memorial Hall for Phillips Chapter 

#204 
November 29       Administered Supervisor’s Exam in Grand Island 
December 2 Attended Grand Family Christmas Party at the Chicken Coop 

Restaurant in Kearney 
December 13       Attended Stated Meeting of Sunshine Chapter #261 in Thedford 
December 14       Attended Stated Meeting of Signet Chapter #55 in North Platte 
December 16       Rang bells for Salvation Army at Walmart 
January 4 Met with Advisory Board of District Grand Supervisors in Lincoln at the 

Grand Chapter Office 
January 7 Attended Job’s Daughters Installation of Bethel #4 in North Platte 
January 9 Served as Installing Marshal at Ogallala Chapter #142 in Ogallala 
January 10 Attended Masonic/Eastern Star Children’s Home Board Meeting by 

teleconference 
January 10 Attended Stated Meeting and Installation of Sunshine Chapter #261 in 

Thedford; served as Installing Organist 
January 11 Set up for School of Instruction at Plattsmouth Masonic Temple with 

Advisory Board of District Grand Supervisors 
January 12 Met in Bellevue with Advisory Board of District Grand Supervisors to 

plan School of Instruction 
January 13 Met with Advisory Board of District Grand Supervisors to plan 

shortened School of Instruction due to blizzard conditions  
January 14 Met with Advisory Board of District Grand Supervisors to plan School 

of Instruction (held Pizza Party provided by the Grand Trustees that 
evening at hotel) 

January 15-16 District Grand Supervisors’ School of Instruction at Plattsmouth 
Masonic Temple 

January 29 Served as Installing Marshal for Oshkosh Chapter #264 in Oshkosh 
February 1-3 Attended Nebraska Grand Lodge Communication in Kearney, brought 

greetings and introduced the Grand Family 
February 8       Attended Stated Meeting of Signet Chapter #55 in North Platte 
February 14 Attended Stated Meeting of Sunshine Chapter #261 in Thedford 
February 22 Evaluated a District Grand Supervisor in Fremont at Arbor Vitae 

Chapter #92 



February 24 Evaluated a District Grand Supervisor in Columbus at Combined 
school of Harmony Chapter #13 and Alma Chapter #20 

February 26 Evaluated District Grand Supervisor in McCook at Combined school of 
Eureka Chapter #86 and Dorcas Chapter #144 

March 4       Helped Buffalo Bill Kiwanis Club at Lincoln County Tax Sale 
March 8       Attended Jurisprudence Meeting by teleconference 
March 12  Attended Stated Meeting of Dome Rock Chapter #215 in Bayard; 

evaluated a District Grand Supervisor, and I served as Esther Pro-tem 
for initiation of 2 candidates 

March 13 Attended Stated meeting and school of instruction at Sunshine Chapter 
#261 in Thedford 

March 16 Attended 150th Anniversary celebration of Electa Chapter #8, brought 
greetings and presented a 50-year pin, and presented an Anniversary 
Certificate to Electa Chapter #8. 

March 22-23 Attended Multi-State Official Visit in Golden, Colorado; toured Colorado 
Railroad Museum and enjoyed fellowship with members from 
Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, New Mexico, and Arizona. 

 
I appreciated all the invitations to meetings, fund-raisers, installations, and special events.  
Thank you so much for thinking of me.  With regret, my schedule did not allow me to attend all 
of them.  Please know that I wished you well and kept you in my thoughts and prayers. 

 
Receptions 

A reception was given on May 20, 2023, for the Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, 
Grand Officers, and their Grand Companions.  It was held at the United Congregational Church 
in Thedford and hosted by Sunshine Chapter #261.  A luncheon was served to the Grand 
Family prior to the reception. Many Sisters and Brothers from around the state made the day 
delightful and memorable.  I wish to thank the members of Sunshine Chapter for creating a 
wonderful afternoon for us. 
 
On June 4th 2023, a reception was given at the Masonic Home in Plattsmouth for Brother Cecil 
and the “To God Be the Glory” Grand Family.  This reception was hosted by Home Chapter 
#189 Plattsmouth.  I wish to sincerely thank the members of Home Chapter for the beautiful 
corsage and all their love and support throughout the year.  You are a precious group of people 
to work with! 
 
Our Appointed Grand Officers were honored by their individual Chapters with receptions.  It 
was our pleasure to share these special times with them. 
 
August 19, 2023 Reception for Tiffany Westerholt, Grand Esther and Robyn 

Mason, Grand Martha, hosted by Temple Chapter #271 and 
Myrtle Chapter #94 at the Scottish Rite in Lincoln 

September 5, 2023 Reception for Dennis Rix, Grand Marshal and Caryn Ziettlow, 
Grand Organist, hosted by Ruth Chapter #119, North Bend 

November 4, 2023 Reception for Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain; Denise Lasiter, 
Grand Adah; Angi Miller, Grand Ruth; Kayloni Triplett, Grand 
Electa; Kerri Straub, Grand Warder; and Rick Baker, Grand 
Sentinel; hosted by Metro Area Chapters at Tangier Shrine.  

 
 

Visitations 
There were 7 Grand Officers’ Area Visitations this year; each one unique and special in its own 
way.  The Grand Family enjoyed meeting our members and joining in fellowship with them. At 
each visitation, we heard about each of the Masonic Appendant Bodies and learned of their 
philanthropy and charitable deeds, as well as the requirements for membership in each 
organization.  The members all graciously welcomed us, and we spent the afternoon sharing a 
delightful meal.  The creative decorations were a delight to see.  It was fun listening to all the 
information that the Chapters had to share about their activities and to take the opportunity to 



recognize and honor our 50+ and 75+ year members.  What a joy it was to see so many in 
attendance! 
We greatly appreciate all the time and effort that went into planning and organizing each 
Visitation.  I sincerely hope everyone was able to go home feeling that their time was well 
spent. 
 

Exemplification of Degrees 
There were no requests for the Grand Officers to help exemplify the Degrees this year. We did 
do a courtesy initiation of a Candidate at the Kansas/Nebraska exchange for Hays Chapter 
#228, Hays, Kansas. 
 

Exchanges and Fun Weekends 
Our Grand Family had the joy of traveling to Hays, Kansas this year on August 25-26, 2023.  
On Friday evening, the Kansas Grand Officers performed the initiatory work.  On Saturday 
afternoon, the Nebraska Grand Officers initiated Becky Anschutz, who became a member of 
Hays Chapter #228 in Hays, Kansas.  There were 90 people in attendance.  A quilt raffle was 
held with a beautiful quilt showing both states.  The winning ticket belonged to Sister Cheryl 
Beckius, PGM of Nebraska. 
 
October 6th and 7th, 2023, we hosted an Iowa/Nebraska fun weekend in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
with registration at Electa Chapter #8.  We stayed at the Suites at Annabelle Gardens.  The 
weekend included tours of the State Capitol, the International Quilt Museum, the Sunken 
Gardens, shopping, and a banquet catered by HyVee of roast beef, fried chicken, potato salad, 
fruit trays, rolls, and drinks.  We played cards and games after the meal and held a brief 
worship service at the end of the evening.  There were around 37 in attendance. 
 

State Gathering 
Although the 5-State Gathering is generally held in July or August, we changed things a bit and 
held it June 9-11th 2023, in conjunction with Rainbow Grand Assembly in South Sioux City.  We 
had a delightful time meeting with our counterparts from Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and South 
Dakota, and attended the activities at Rainbow Grand Assembly to show our support for the 
girls.  On Friday morning, we set up a display table at Grand Assembly with ESTARL, 
Educational Loan Fund, and Eastern Star brochures, Scholarship Information, and candy.  That 
evening, many of us joined the Rainbow Fun Night and watched the girls perform their Grand 
Representative skits, before taking a stroll along the riverfront to enjoy ice cream sandwiches 
and homemade s’mores, provided by some of our Eastern Star members and the Rainbow 
Grand Advisory Board.  Saturday morning, I had the joy of sitting at the signing table as the 
Grand Cross of Color designates signed their vows and brought greetings and gave a devotion 
at the luncheon.  On Saturday evening, we held our 5-State banquet, and along with a few skits 
prepared by the visiting jurisdictions, we were entertained by Sister Marci Broyhill, Prairie Poet, 
who graciously donated back her performance fee to our OES Star Dogs, Inc.  There were 69 
Masons and Eastern Stars who attended Rainbow Grand Assembly. 
 

Multi-State Gathering 
March 22-23, 2024, a multi-state gathering was held in Golden, Colorado in conjunction with 
the Official Visit of the WGM and WGP to Mt. Zion Chapter #133.  Members from the Grand 
Jurisdictions of Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, and New Mexico, and Arizona were in 
attendance.  An informal reception was held at the hotel on Friday evening.  On Saturday 
morning, the guests toured the Colorado Railroad Museum in Golden, and many took a train 
ride around the grounds as they listened to a historic talk about the various train engines and 
equipment located on the grounds.  After a formal luncheon at the Masonic Lodge in Golden, 
the participants gathered in the Chapter Room to witness the Opening Ceremony, Introductions 
of Distinguished Guests, Exemplification of the Prayer Circle portion of the Initiatory Ceremony, 
and Ritualistic Closing of Mt. Zion Chapter.  The attendees changed into more comfortable 
clothes and attended a dinner catered by Olive Garden and were entertained by Brother Ken 
Ashwood WGP as he called several line dance and square dance tunes for the participants. 
 
                              Other Grand Jurisdictions 



One of my greatest joys was to attend Grand Chapter Sessions in other Grand Jurisdictions.  It 
is always fun to renew old friendships, create new ones, and observe the differences that exist 
between the Grand Jurisdictions.  I was impressed and pleased with the number of Grand 
Officers, Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons, Grand Representatives, and District 
Grand Supervisors from Nebraska who attended the sessions of other Grand Jurisdictions.  It 
was my honor to give the response on behalf of the Distinguished Guests at South Dakota’s 
Grand Chapter Session in October and at Kansas Grand Chapter in April. 
 
I attended the following Grand Chapter Sessions: 
Colorado .................................................. September 21-23, 2023 
South Dakota………… ............................ October 13-15, 2012023 
Iowa .............................................................. October 19-21, 2023 
Missouri ..................................................... November 13-14, 2023 
Kansas ............................................................... April 25-27, 2024 
 

Anniversaries 

I had the honor to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of Electa Chapter #8 that has reached such 
a remarkable milestone in their Chapter’s history.  It was my pleasure to bring greetings and 
best wishes to the Chapter, as well as to present a 50-year pin to one of the Chapter’s 
members. 
 

Fifty-Year Memberships 

The legacy of this organization has endured due to the hard work of our Fifty-year-and-plus 
Members.  We are so indebted to all of them.  It was an honor for Brother Cecil and I to 
recognize them at the Area Visitations.  I also had the opportunity to present 50-Year Pins to 
Sister Karla Lawler, Grand Treasurer, a plural member of Ogallala Chapter #142, Signet 
Chapter #55, and Oshkosh Chapter #264 and to Sister Regina Blankenhourst, a member of 
Electa Chapter #8.  

   
Honorary Memberships 

An Honorary membership is a special compliment paid by a Chapter or Grand Jurisdiction to 
someone who is not a member of that Chapter or Grand Jurisdiction.  Over the years as a 
Grand Officer, it has been an honor to receive the following Honorary Memberships: 
  
 Grand Chapter of Colorado 
 Grand Chapter of Iowa 
 Grand Chapter of South Dakota 
 Grand Chapter of Kansas 
 Grand Chapter of Wyoming 
 Grand Chapter of Missouri 
 

Meetings of Boards, Committees, and Associations 

As Worthy Grand Matron, I was able to serve our beautiful Order in several capacities.  I had 
the privilege to serve on the Board of Directors of the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children 
in Fremont.  Gaining a better knowledge of the workings of the Home was inspiring.  We are 
extremely fortunate to have Brother Ron Giesselmann as the Administrator and are indebted to 
the Board of Directors for their dedication and hard work for the children of the Home.  I had 
the opportunity to be present for the ground-breaking ceremony for the new Technology Center 
and to present awards at the 4-H Achievement Evening.  Although my schedule and the 
weather did not allow me to attend all of the meetings of the Home, I was able to attend by 
teleconference on the days I was unable to be there in person. I also had Associate Grand 
Matron, Sister Sheli Rice, attend one of the meetings, and Grand Marshal, Brother Dennis Rix, 
attended another one in my place. 
At the Grand Representatives’ Annual Fall Meeting held at the Kearney Masonic Center on 
September 9, 2024, I brought greetings from Grand Chapter and extended an invitation to 
everyone to join us at our Grand Chapter Session in May.   



On Saturday, October 28, 2023, I attended the All-Committees Meeting in Hastings.  At that 
time, I brought greetings, extended an invitation to Grand Chapter, and met with the Grand 
Trustees and the Jurisprudence Committee as the liaison for the Grand Family.  Later, on 
March 8, 2024, I attended the Jurisprudence Committee Meeting by teleconference as I was 
snowed in at home.  At that time, we reviewed the resolutions that were to be presented at 
Grand Chapter.  I gained an appreciation for what this special group of people does for us.  
Thank you for all that you do. 
 It was an honor and privilege to be able to attend the Grand Trustees’ meetings when possible.  
I learned a great deal and gained greater appreciation for what they do.  We are privileged, 
beyond measure, to have these dedicated Sisters and Brothers working for the good of our 
Grand Jurisdiction. Their foresight and attention to the needs of this Grand Chapter are 
phenomenal. 
On April 17, 2024, I attended the ESTARL Committee Zoom Meeting.  The committee members 
reviewed the applications they received this year for financial assistance.  It was a joy to 
witness their work. 
 

Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children 

One of our projects for the Children’s Home this year has been to raise funds to help purchase 
a tool chest for the new Technology Center, The Grand Family also attended the Annual 4-H 
Achievement Evening on August 8, 2023.  It is a delight to see the projects produced by the 
Rawhide Wranglers each year and to watch them show their livestock.  The numerous awards 
they won this year at two County Fairs was impressive. 
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Nebraska Masonic Home 

I was unable to attend the Caring Club Dinner for the Masonic Home that was held October 1, 
2023, in Omaha. 
In speaking to April Johnson at the beginning of our “To God Be the Glory” year, we decided 
that the funds we raise for the home this year will go toward the purchase of new library books 
for the residents’ library. 

     
Youth Organizations 

Our youth organizations are an integral part of our Masonic Family.  The fine young women and 
young men that belong to Rainbow, Job’s Daughters, and DeMolay are taught the virtues, 
values, and ideals that we have all hoped to exemplify through our lives.  It has been my honor 
and privilege to attend the Grand Assembly, Grand Bethel, and DeMolay Grand Conclave this 
year and to bring greetings, judge Ritual competitions, present scholarships, make donations 
on behalf of Grand Chapter, and witness the work done by our youth.  They are our future 
members and because of their enthusiasm and dedication, I know we have a bright future 
ahead! 

Masonic Courtesies 

 On June 3, 2023, Brother Cecil and I participated in the Masonic Shrine Bowl Parade in 
Kearney, riding in a purple Mustang convertible provided by Sister Gloria Guern, our Grand 
Conductress.  It is always a delightful day to see all the Masonic organizations work together to 
put on a fun event such as this! 
On February 1-3, 2024, I attended the Annual Communications of Nebraska Grand Lodge in 
Kearney.  I attended the Grand Master’s Banquet on Thursday evening.  It was a lovely 
evening of food, fellowship, and great entertainment.  I brought greetings at the Informal 
Opening and provided an item for the Silent Auction to benefit our Youth.  I also enjoyed the 
Ladies’ Luncheon on Friday, and the Membership Banquet on Friday evening.  It was a joy to 
witness the Installation of our dear friend, John Ferguson, as Grand Master, to see each of his 
officers installed, and to attend the reception banquet afterward. 
On April 12, 2024, I attended the Grand York Rite banquet in Kearney, brought greetings, and 
enjoyed an evening of fellowship.   
It has been my joy and delight to welcome members of all our Masonic Fraternal Organizations 
at each of our Area Visitations this year.  By educating our members about the various 
organizations, my hope is that we can mutually encourage our members to join other Masonic 
organizations to help increase our/their membership. By supporting each other in our activities 



and philanthropies, it broadens the scope of our work.  Thank you to all who spoke about their 
organization at our Area Visitations!  It was such a treat to hear of the great work each 
organization does to make this world a better place! 
 

Sales Table 

I wish to thank the Board of Grand Trustees for approving the items we wished to sell on our 
sales table this year.  These items included purple and white button-down shirts, purple pens, 
butterfly lapel pins, butterfly and Star-swish magnets, note cards, hot/cold packs, and hand 
sanitizers.  A big “thank you” goes to Sister Rita Lindvall, Grand Companion to our Associate 
Grand Patron; and Sister Becky Baker, Grand Companion to our Grand Sentinel for manning 
the sales table, and to those who assisted with the setting up and tearing down of our display.  
The money from these sales items and the donations given by our members went to support 
our projects.  Thank you again. 

   
Projects 

 Our Special Project this year was OES Star Dogs, Inc.  At the Area Visitations, our Grand 
Companions sold chocolate after-dinner mints to help raise money for the project. The money 
from the Silent Auction will also go to our Special Project.  We also supported the Masonic 
Youth Groups: Rainbow for Girls, Job’s Daughters, and DeMolay, as well as the Masonic-
Eastern Star Home for Children, the Masonic Home, and ESTARL. 
Special “thanks” go to Brother John Grant and Sisters Deanne Grant and Angela Keck for their 
work on the Silent Auction.  Thank you also to the Chapters, Lodges, and individuals 
throughout the state who made donations to the auction--we sincerely thank you for your 
generosity. 
 

General Grand Chapter Projects 

We continued to support the General Grand Chapter Projects with emphasis on our own 
General Grand Chapter Committee Members’ projects.  This Triennium’s General Grand 
Chapter Appointments were  Brother Gary Brhel PGP, GGCCM on the Service Dogs 
Committee; Sister Brenda McGuire PGM, GGCCM on ESTARL Committee; and Sister Cheryl 
Beckius PGM, GGCCM on the International Headquarters Committee.  Congratulations also 
goes to Sister Cathy Wagner who was appointed a “Faithful Note” by the Most Worth Grand 
Matron.  I hope you will continue to show support for our General Grand Chapter Projects. 
 

Correspondence 

To the members of this great jurisdiction, other jurisdictions, and my Grand Family, thank you 
for all the cards, emails, notes, texts, gifts, and words of encouragement I have enjoyed 
receiving throughout this year.   Your words of encouragement and expressions of love and 
support have meant the world to me.   
 I have enjoyed sharing information with you each month in the OES News, The Nebraska 
Mason, and in my fall and winter letters to your Chapters.   
 

Gavel, Sounding Block, Masonic Plumbline, and Bible 

 My beautiful gavel and sounding block, a gift from my Grand Family, was created by Brother 
Dennis Rix, Grand Marshal. The sounding block has our butterfly logo on top with my name, 
office, and year on the front, and I cherish the love and craftsmanship that went into making it.  
The Masonic plumbline is our other emblem, and I was surprised and thrilled when Brother 
Dennis Rix and Brother Wayne Andreasen, PGP presented it to me at our District Grand 
Supervisors’ School of Instruction.  It is made of a variety of woods and is truly a work of art!  
Thank you, brothers, for your time and talents! 
At Rainbow Grand Assembly, Sister Catherine Rice, Grand Worthy Advisor and one of our 
Grand Companions, presented me with a Rainbow Bible, signed by each of her Grand Officers.  
This is a precious gift to me, as I began my Masonic life as a Rainbow Girl. 

   
Appreciations 



At this time, I wish to express my gratitude not only to our precious God, but to all those who 
made this a marvelous and memorable year to me. 
 
 

To the Members of this Grand Jurisdiction: 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve this Grand Jurisdiction these past six years.  
Your support and encouragement have made this journey one I will always treasure and 
cherish. 
 
To Sunshine Chapter #261, Thedford; Dome Rock Chapter #215, Scottsbluff; and Signet 
Chapter #55, North Platte: 
You are phenomenal!  When it was announced that I was to be the Grand Warder, you all 
stepped up to help me in whatever way I asked over the past 6 years, providing creative ideas, 
financial help, food whenever needed, and a place to gather our “To God Be the Glory” Grand 
Family for receptions and parties.   
 
To Home Chapter #189, Plattsmouth: 
Thank you so much for sharing Brother Cecil and Sister Nicole with us.  What a wonderful five 
years it has been! Thank you for hosting our School of Instruction and for hosting meals at 
Grand Chapter, as well as supporting us with your love and financial support.  I cherish the 
friendships, fellowship, and hospitality with which you have blessed me! 
 
To My Worthy Grand Patron: 
Brother Cecil, I have been truly blessed to have you at my side these past 5 years.  You 
embody the ideals of a good Masonic Brother.  Your gentle, quiet demeanor and your 
courteous, compassionate, and kind treatment of our Sisters and Brothers, and your dedication 
to our Order are worthy of emulation.  You have been a gem to work with! 
 
To the Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons: 
What an impressive group of supporters and advisors you have been.  Whenever I have asked 
anything of any of you, you were ready and willing to jump in and help.  Even though you are 
no longer in the East, you are the great leaders of our organization.  It will be an honor and 
privilege to join your ranks! 
 
To Past Grand Matron Sister Candace Martin and Past Grand Patron Brother “Terry” 
Terry: 
Thank you for seeing in me those qualities you believed would make it possible for me to make 
such a journey as this.  I was so excited when you asked me to be your Grand Warder.  Your 
presence at many events across the state and beyond, these past six years, and your advice 
and support have been a delight to me!   
 
To Past Grand Matron Sister Karan Birdsall and Past Grand Patron Brother Bruce Baker: 
Thank you for your wisdom and insight in choosing a partner to serve in the East with me.  You 
could not have made a better choice!  From the faith in God that we share to our love of the 
Spanish language and culture, you made an excellent selection! 
  
To the Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons: 
What wonderful leaders you continue to be!  Our organization is only strong and healthy 
because of your strength and resilience.  It is an honor to think about following in your 
footsteps! May God continue to bless each of you richly! 
 
To Our March Directors: 
Many times, I think we take for granted the marvelous job you ladies do to keep us in step and 
on time!  Nebraska Grand Chapter has a reputation of excellence when it comes to our 
marches, and it is all thanks to your dedication to making us look good!   
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To our General Arrangements Committee, Brother Tim Birdsall, and Sister Barb 
Davenport: 



Thank you for your attention to detail and the love and enthusiasm you put into your work! The 
beauty you have created for our Grand Chapter is phenomenal! 
 
To Our Associate Grand Matron and Associate Grand Patron: 
Sister Sheli and Brother Keith, very shortly, you will begin your year as Worthy Grand Matron 
and Worthy Grand Patron.  I know you have been planning and working hard to make your 
year unique.  May God bless your work and make all your dreams come to fruition.  Have fun 
and safe travels!   
 
To Our Grand Secretary: 
Dear Sister Jan, you have always been a dear friend to me!  We faced many challenges 
throughout the year with me living at a distance from the Grand Chapter Office, but you have 
done a wonderful job of handling my needs and seeing that the business of this Grand 
Jurisdiction is done efficiently and with style!  Thank you for the wonderful work you do to keep 
this Grand Chapter glowing! 
 
To Our Grand Treasurer: 
Sister Karla, you are amazing!  You share your musical talents, financial prowess, and 
delightful sense of humor with all our Sisters and Brothers and keep us on our toes, trying to 
figure out what is going to happen next!  Thank you for your continued service as a District 
Grand Supervisor as well! 
 
To Our Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress: 
Sister Gloria, thank you for your bright smile of encouragement and loving hug every time I see 
you!  It has been a joy to work with you, from our time spent planning our School of Instruction 
to our visits to many other Grand Jurisdictions, you always are well-organized and ready to 
work!  Sister Andy, you have been a strong support these last 6 years and have done a 
phenomenal job of working in your 3 subordinate Chapters, as well as your work as a District 
Grand Supervisor.  I love you both—thank you for your tremendous support and dedication!  I 
look forward to supporting you in your endeavors in the years to come. 
 
To Our Appointed Grand Officers: 
Your enthusiasm and joy are contagious!  Keep up the great work!  Thank you for saying “yes” 
to the call to be a Grand Officer.  You have done an amazing job, not only in your Ritualistic 
work, but in your loving care and compassion for our Sisters and Brothers across this great 
state.   
 
To Our Grand Companions: 
What blessings God bestowed on our Grand Officers when He gave us all of you!  Your loving 
care and concern for all our Grand Family is beyond compare.  You have willingly stepped up 
to do whatever we have asked to make our jobs as Officers so much easier.  Thank you for all 
the lifting, hauling, unloading, carrying, loading, and setting things up for our visitations and 
other meetings and for being there when we need someone to lean on! 
 
To Sister Nicole Smith: 
Thank you for your loving support these past few years as we have prepared and planned for 
this Grand Year!  You have been such great help in ordering things, organizing things, and 
providing good ideas.  Thank you for being willing to help with delivery of clothing items and 
designing our logo!  Above all, thank you for lending me your life mate to help me lead this 
wonderful organization!  I cherish the friendship we share and look forward to spending time 
with both of you in the years to come! 
 
To The Grand Trustees: 
Your loving support of our Grand Chapter and your wisdom in providing for our financial needs 
is beyond compare.  Thank you for the careful planning and consideration you give to each of 
our events and for your attendance at most of our functions! 
 
To My Husband, Dennis: 



You, my best half, have been my strongest support over the 47 years of our married life, and I 
cannot thank you enough for the loving care and joy you have brought to my life.  Without you, 
I would not have been able to accomplish even half of what this job entails.  Although you were 
not a member of the Order when we first got married, you allowed me to attend Eastern Star 
meetings each month.  Once you became a Mason and a member of Star, it has been great 
fun watching you take part in both organizations.  May God bestow His richest blessings on 
you, my Love, as we continue our life together. 
 

In Conclusion 

Sisters and Brothers, as a young Rainbow Girl, I was told that you will get out of a Masonic 
Organization what you put into it.  It has truly been an honor to serve this Grand Chapter as 
Worthy Grand Matron.  I can only hope that I have made even a small difference in the lives of 
our Nebraska members.  Thank you for the opportunity and for all your love and support!  May 
God continue to bless the Grand Chapter of Nebraska for many years to come!  To God Be the 
Glory! 
  
 Linda K. Dubry  
 Worthy Grand Matron 
          2023-2024 
 

The Gavel was returned to the Worthy Grand Matron by the Worthy Grand Patron. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  We will now hear the report of the Worthy Grand Patron.  Brother Cecil? 
 
                                 REPORT OF THE WORTHY GRAND PATRON  
 
 Cecil Smith, WGP:  Worthy Grand Matron, Distinguished Guests, Past Grand Matrons,  Past 
 Grand Patrons, Sisters and Brothers:  My  written  report has been submitted as part  of  the 
 preprinted reports, which I encourage you to read.  In that report, I gave many  
 specific thank yous and I would like for you to take a  look at  that.  Since writing t hat report,  I    
have a few items that need to be added.  The first thing is that I would like to thank Past 
 Grand Patron Wayne Andreason for filling in as our Protem Grand Sentinel.  I hope you 
 realize how much we appreciate your assistance Thank you. 
 
 To our out-of-state guests, thank you for joining us.  You are always welcome here in 
 Nebraska and it is great to have you. 
 
 Thank you, Mom and Dad, for joining us here this week.  I appreciate you being here and 
 for your support.  I love you both! 
 
 To the “To God Be the Glory” Grand Family, you are absolutely the best.  I hope you have 
 had a good time this year and it has been a joy working with you.  Thank you all for all  your 
 sacrifices and thank you your work. 
 
 To my Grand Companion, Nicole, thank you for all you have done to support me in this  role 
 over the past 5 years and all these past 38 years.  I love you! 
 
 I would also like to say thank you to Past Grand Matron Sister Wendy Cunningham and  Past 
 Grand Patron Brother David Hendricks, of Kansas for giving me the honor and 
 privilege of presenting the flag of our nation at their Grand Chapter.  I would also like to 
 thank Worthy Grand Patron Brother Kenneth Ashwood and his wife, Cathy, of Colorado,  for 
 providing us with   outstanding square dance calling and line dancing lessons at our 
 Grand Family Fun Night, and thank you for your patience for us novices! 
 
 To my Nebraska Sisters and Brothers, thank you for all your kindnesses and hospitality.  I 
 hope that as Grand Officers that we have had a positive impact this year in your Chapters.  
 Thank you for being members of the Order of the Eastern Star.  It has been an honor to 
 serve this year as your Worthy Grand Patron. 



 
 To Worthy Grand Matron Linda, it has been a pleasure serving with you.  Thank you for  your 
 service to this Grand Chapter.  Fraternally submitted, Lucian Cecil Smith, Worthy 
 Grand Patron.   
 

 (Standing Ovation and Applause) 
  

         WRITTEN REPORT OF THE WORTHY GRAND PATRON 
       
 Cecil Smith, WGP:  In compliance  with  the  By-Laws  governing  the  Grand  Chapter  of the 
      Order of the  Eastern  Star  of the  State of Nebraska for this Grand Jurisdiction, I offer this 
     written report of my official acts as Worthy Grand Patron. 

It has been an honor to serve in the position of Worthy Grand Patron and represent the 
outstanding Sisters and Brothers of the fine State of Nebraska.  I will start this report by first 
thanking those who have directly and indirectly assisted me in my duties over the past year.  
I know that invariably I will miss mentioning someone personally but please know that there 
is no slight intended for anyone in this splendid Order. 
As the theme for our session is “To God Be The Glory” I must first give thanks to the Grand 
Architect of the Universe.  It is only by God’s divine providence that we are able to serve 
Him, each other, and those around us.  May we never forget that all that is worthy and good 
comes from the Almighty Three in One: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit. 
To the Sisters and Brothers of the Order of the Eastern Star of the Grand Chapter of 
Nebraska.  As I have had the opportunity to meet many of you over the past five years, my 
appreciation for our Order has grown immensely.  The reason is because of how truly 
wonderful all of you are.  I wish that I could convey to those who are not members what it is 
to know and have the friendships that being a member has afforded me.  Thank you for this 
opportunity and for being members of the Order of the Eastern Star. 
To the Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Linda.  Thank you for your service to the Grand 
Chapter of Nebraska.  As the leader of the Fraternity, you have set the example for other 
members to follow.  Your duties and responsibilities have been heavy this past year and yet 
you have been steadfast, constant, and true.  You should take great pride in the work you 
have accomplished; we are proud of you.  It has been an honor and pleasure to serve with 
and beside you.  Thank You for your love and friendship. 
To my Grand Companion, Sister Nicole.  I do not have the words or capacity to completely 
describe the positive influence and impact you have had in my life.  You are always there 
for me, not only this past year but from the time we met. You have been an encourager, 
reminder, supporter, counselor and very patient; my accomplishments this year would have 
been impossible without you.  Thank you for your love and support, and I love you the 
most. 
To the Grand Companion to the Worthy Grand Matron, Brother Dennis.  I’m so glad that 
fate has allowed us to get to know each other over these past years.  You have been 
tireless in your work and always encouraging.  It was nice know that I could count on you to 
have things in order and working as always despite whatever obstacles came your way.  
Thank you for your service to the Grand Chapter and thank you most of all for being a good 
friend.  I hope you enjoy some well-deserved time off. 
To our Grand Secretary, Sister Jan.  Saying thank you is not enough to properly address 
your dedication and devotion to the Order of Eastern Star and to the Grand Chapter of 
Nebraska.  You give all that you have because of your love for the Sisters and Brothers of 
this Order.  Thank you for keeping me headed in the right direction and looking out for me.  
It is very much appreciated, love you and thank you. 
To our Grand Treasurer, Sister Karla.  You are an amazing woman that I believe is not as 
recognized as much or as often as you should be.  Your ability to lift the spirits of everyone 
in the room is unparalleled.   Your musical talents are endless and on top of this you do a 
great job of keeping track of our funds.  I have enjoyed being in your presence over these 
past few years and look forward to many more.  Thank you for your service to this Grand 
Chapter and to the Order of the Eastern Star. 



To the “To God Be The Glory” Grand Family.  Thank you to all of you for giving of 
yourselves to include your finances, time, and talents to serve this Grand Chapter.   All of 
you, both officers and companions are truly wonderful people whom I am proud to have 
served with.  The Grand Chapter of Nebraska is stronger because of your efforts.  I am 
fortunate to have been able to get to know you and to call you friend.  Thank you for your 
service and commitment to the Order of the Eastern Star. 
To Past Grand Matron Karan and Past Grand Patron Bruce.  You both are an inspiration to 
me.  Your love for this institution and the firm desire to make it better and stronger for the 
future shows in all of your actions and decisions.  I didn’t call on you much over the past 
years and that was because all I had to do was look at the example that you provided.  
Your sole focus was and continues to be that of making the Grand Chapter of Nebraska the 
best it can be.  Thank you for your wisdom, guidance, love, and support. 
To those Grand Officers I have served with while “in-line”.  When you spend a lot of time 
with people you get to know them at level that is a deeper than that of just knowing of 
someone.  Because of this I know that if I’m ever in need, I could call on any of you and so 
far as in your power you would be there for me.  You are now in that category of friends that 
even if we hadn’t seen each other in years, when we do it would be like we picked up our 
conversation from yesterday.  It has been a joy and honor serving with you.   
To the Board of Grand Trustees and Jurisprudence Committee.  Thank you for your support 
and assistance over the past year.   When Linda and I proposed some new ideas and 
different ways of doing things, you have been supportive and encouraging.  You are taking 
action by directly putting resources to use to overcome challenges to our Order.  Thank you 
for your leadership. 
To the Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons.  Where ever our travels took us over 
the past year, whether in-state or out of state, it was always encouraging to run into a PGM 
or a PGP.  You have always been encouraging and supportive.  Thank you for your past 
service and continued service to our Grand Chapter. 
To the Grand Chapter Committee Members.  Thank you for serving this Grand Chapter.  
Your dedication to your work is making us a stronger organization, your efforts are greatly 
appreciated. 
To the General Arrangement Committee and the others who operate our Grand Chapter 
Session.  Your work is superb and you set the bar high as the Grand Chapter to match.  
What you do in the time that you do it is amazing.  You make things run smoothly and on 
time.  Thank you for your work! 
To the Sisters and Brothers of Home Chapter #189.  When I am at Home Chapter I am 
among family.  Over the past 16 years and while a Grand Officer, you have nurtured, 
mentored, and supported me in these endeavors.  Thank you for your love and friendship. 
To the Sisters and Brothers of Signet Chapter #55, Dome Rock Chapter #215, and 
Sunshine Chapter #261.  Thank you for your support of Linda and I over these past five 
years.  You are all wonderful Chapters, and I am thankful for each of you. 
To Sisters Susie Neilsen and Barb Davenport.  You have been at work in the background 
and making things happen.  Thank you for making this Grand Chapter the best! 
To the Brothers of Plattsmouth Lodge #6.  Thank you, Brothers, for your friendship.  When I 
am at Lodge, my heart is always in a good place because I know that I’m with my Brothers.  
You really get what it is to be a Mason and I’m fortunate to be a member of Plattsmouth 
Lodge #6. 
To my family: John, Becca, Andi, Shay, Grandchildren, Mom and Dad, Brother George and 
Sister Diane, Nieces and Nephew.  Thank you for your support as Nicole and I have made 
this journey.  There were missed events and re-scheduled get togethers, but you have 
always been positive and encouraging.  I am truly blessed by my family. 
 
                                                       WGP Official Visits 
2022 
5 Nov   To God Be The Glory Grand Family, Meet and Greet – North Platte, NE 
2023 
9 Feb   Trinity Chapter #299, Grand Chaplain Announcement – West Omaha, 
NE 



2 Mar Narcissus Chapter #269, Grand Warder and Grand Electa            
Announcement – Omaha, NE 

7 Mar  Ruth Chapter #119, Grand Organist Announcement – North Bend, NE 
9 Mar  Alpha Chapter #325, Grand Sentinel Announcement – Bellevue, NE 
16 Mar  Luna Chapter #169, Grand Adah Announcement – Elkhorn, NE 
3 Apr  Temple Chapter #271, Grand Esther Announcement – Lincoln, NE 
4 Apr  Home Chapter #189, Grand Ruth Announcement, Plattsmouth, NE 
11 Apr  Myrtle Chapter #94, Grand Martha Announcement, Lincoln, NE 
9-11 May  Nebraska Grand Chapter, Kearney, NE 
12 May  To God Be The Glory Grand Family, Initial Meeting – Kearney, NE 
20 May  Grand Family Reception – Thedford, NE 
3 Jun  Shrine Bowl Parade – Kearney, NE 
4 Jun  Grand Family Reception – Plattsmouth, NE 
6 Jun  Home Chapter #189, Stated meeting – Plattsmouth, NE 
7 Jun  Steinshouer Funeral, NE Masonic Home – Plattsmouth, NE 
8 – 11 Jun OES 5 State Event – South Sioux City, NE 
9 – 10 Jun Rainbow for Girls Grand Assembly – South Sioux City, NE  
24 Jun  Area #1 Visitation – Gering, NE 
1 Jul  Area #2 Visitation – Norfolk, NE 
4 Jul  Home Chapter #189, Stated Meeting – Plattsmouth NE 
8 Jul  Area #3 Visitation – Bellevue, NE 
10 – 11 Jul NE-CO Exchange, Dome Rock #215 – Scottsbluff, NE 
12 Jul  Past Masters Dinner, Plattsmouth Lodge #6 - Plattsmouth NE 
15 Jul  Area Visitation #4 – Lincoln, NE 
22 Jul  Area Visitation #5 – Grand Island, NE 
22 Jul  DeMolay Roundup – Grand Island, NE 
29 Jul  Area #6 Visitation – Omaha, NE 
1 Aug OES Memorial Service for Brother Ken Sieg, Companion to PGM 

Laurie Sieg – Lincoln, NE 
6 Aug  OES Memorial Service for Sister Dee Gall – Plattsmouth, NE 
8 Aug NE Masonic/Eastern Star Home for Children, Achievement Day – 

Fremont, NE 
11 – 13 Aug International Peace Garden – US/Canada Border 
20 Aug  Home Chapter #189 - Picnic 
25 – 26 Aug Kansas/Nebraska Exchange – Hays, KS 
5 Sep  Grand Marshal Installation – Ruth Chapter #119 – North Bend, NE 
20 – 24 Sep Colorado Grand Chapter – Denver, CO 
30 Sep  Area #7 Visitation – North Platte, NE 
3 Oct  Home Chapter #189 Stated Meeting – Plattsmouth, NE 
6-8 Oct  Iowa/Nebraska Exchange – Lincoln, NE 
19 Oct  Luna Chapter #169 Initiation – Elkhorn, NE 
20 – 22 Oct Iowa Grand Chapter – Cedar Rapids, IA 
28 Oct  All Committee Meeting – Hastings, NE 
3 Nov Mike Stewart Funeral, Companion to the Grand Associate Conductress 

– Sutherland, NE 
7 Nov  Home Chapter #189 Stated Meeting – Plattsmouth, NE 
17 Nov  Home Chapter #189 Fundraiser – Plattsmouth, NE 
1 Dec  OES Memorial Service, Sister Florence Corbin – Plattsmouth, NE 
2 Dec  Grand Family Christmas Party – Kearney, NE 
5 Dec  Home Chapter #189 Stated Meeting – Plattsmouth, NE 
7 Dec  Papillion Chapter #114 Stated Meeting – Papillion, NE 
9 Dec  IORG Benson Diana Assembly Initiation – Omaha, NE 
16 Dec  Mt. Zion Commandery #5 Christmas Observance – Plattsmouth, NE 
2 Jan  Home Chapter #189 Stated Meeting – Plattsmouth, NE 
5 Jan  Tangier Shrine Installation – Omaha, NE 
6 Jan  Papillion Chapter #114 Installation – Papillion, NE 
12 – 14 Jan School of Instruction – Plattsmouth, NE 
15 Jan  Omaha Valley Scottish Rite Installation – Omaha, NE 



18 Jan  Narcissus Chapter #269 Installation – Omaha, NE 
21 Jan  Home Chapter #189 Installation – Plattsmouth, NE 
23 Jan  Masonic Home Trustees/Foundation Meeting – Plattsmouth, NE 
27 Jan  Plattsmouth Lodge #6 Installation – Plattsmouth, NE 
27 Jan  Trinity Chapter #299 Installation – Omaha, NE 
28 Jan  Alpha Chapter #325 Installation – Bellevue, NE 
2-4 Feb  Grand Lodge of Nebraska Annual Communication – Kearney, NE 
6 Feb  Home Chapter #189 Stated Meeting – Plattsmouth, NE 
5 Mar  Home Chapter #189 Stated Meeting – Plattsmouth, NE 
16 Mar Electa Chapter #189 150yr celebration, my companion, Sister Nicole, 

attended in my place – Lincoln, NE 
22 – 24 Mar Multi State OES Visitation – Golden, CO 
2 Apr  Home Chapter #189 Stated Meeting – Plattsmouth, NE 
9 Apr  Masonic Home Trustees/Foundation Meeting – Plattsmouth, 
 NE11 – 12 Apr Nebraska Grand York Rite Annual Session – Kearney, NE 
25 – 27 Apr Kansas Grand Chapter – Topeka, KS 
7 May  Home Chapter #189 Stated Meeting – Plattsmouth, NE 
11 – 17 May Nebraska Grand Chapter   
 
Note: There have been additional impromptu meetings that I did not annotate in my 
calendar over the year, not many but some.  Also, I did not include my meetings for Blue 
Lodge, York Rite, National Sojourners or Scottish Rite but was recognized at some of these 
meetings as Worthy Grand Patron of the Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star of 
Nebraska. 
 
As Worthy Grand Patron I was asked to assist with obtaining documentation that was 
required to merge a Chapter with another.  I’m happy to say that with some phone calls and 
discussions said documentation was provided and Brotherly Love prevailed. 
 
This past year has been very busy but very rewarding.  Because of Covid, which we hope 
stays in the rearview mirror, other Masonic responsibilities of mine merged.  Where some 
Masonic organizations advanced officers and others stayed in place this created a situation 
where I had multiple Masonic roles.  Thankfully with Worthy Grand Matron Linda’s 
assistance with scheduling and God’s providence, the vast majority of the time I was able 
to perform my duties. 
 
At our Area Visitations I tried to interject some history into our presentations.  I had fun 
doing this and I hope our members felt the same.  We have an impressive and at times 
interesting history.  It behooves us to know more about our Chapters and Grand Chapter. 
Worthy Grand Matron Linda and I wanted to emphasize this year the relationships that our 
Chapters have with other Masonic Bodies.  We both strongly felt that if Chapters and Blue 
Lodges would strive to work in conjunction with each other that both organizations would be 
stronger because of this.   One of my areas of emphasis at our visits was that we need to 
focus on creating strong and healthy relationships within our Chapters.  General Grand 
Chapter is only as strong as the Grand Chapters and Grand Chapters are only as strong as 
their subordinate Chapters and the Subordinate Chapter is only as strong as the 
relationships that make up that Chapter.  In the end, I believe the success of our institution 
comes down to how we relate to each other as Sisters and Brothers.  Our ritual and the 
Holy Scriptures placed on our Alter provides the guidance.  We must implement the virtues 
of our institution to be successful.   
 
Sisters and Brothers, it has been an honor to serve as Worthy Grand Patron, thank you for 
supporting Linda and I over the past year.   I look forward to seeing you at the next Star 
event.  Thank you for your friendship. 
 
Fraternally and Respectfully, 
 
Lucian Cecil Smith 



      Worthy Grand Patron, NE  2023/2024 
 

Linda Dubry, WGM:  We will now hear the report of the Grand Secretary, Sister Jan. 

 

   GRAND SECRETARY REPORT 
 
Jan Thoman: Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron, Sisters and Brothers,  It is 

with pleasure that I bring to you my 13th,

h

 Annual Report of the Grand Secretary of the 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska.  My report is with the others in the Report Book, and I will not 

read you all of the details, but there are just a few things I would like to say, and I will start 

with – 
 

To our Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron:  I have truly enjoyed learning more 

about the entire Masonic Family.  The more our Masonic Family works together, the better 

off and stronger we will all be. 

 

Sister Linda, you have been friend for many years and it has been a joy this year and a 

great reminder to always give God the Glory.  I hope you find joy in the journey that God 

has laid before you.  Thank you, Linda. 

 

Brother Cecil, my friend, you are truly an officer and an a gentleman.  I envy your 

proficiency and love hearing you giving your work.  You set a wonderful example for others.  

Brothers and Sisters, you will see tonight – he will knock your socks off! 

 

Thank you to many Sisters and Brothers that have helped in any way with this Grand 

Chapter Session.  You are appreciated with so many hands to make this Grand Chapter 

simply wonderful and a great success. 

 

Thank you to those that volunteered and helped in the Grand Chapter this past year.  Sister 

Sue Hedges continued to work one day a week to help the Grand Chapter office to run 

more smoothly.  I thank you, my friend.  Special thanks to Beverly and Michael Donham, 

Past Grand Matron, Past Grand Patron, and Sister Beth Benson, for the many volunteer 

hours they have helped in the Grand Chapter Office this past year.   

 

May God Bless our Grand Chapter and God Bless each every one of you. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Jan Thoman, PGM and Grand Secretary. 

  

        WRITTEN REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  The membership report was compiled from the annual reports of the 

Secretaries of the Subordinate Chapters. My personal thanks goes to our secretaries for 

the work that you do and sometimes under difficult circumstances. Thank you to each 

secretary that files their reports timely! 

     
Number of members January 1, 2023 ....................  ..................................... 4278 
 Initiated  ............................................ 60 
 Reinstated  ............................................ 10 
 Affiliated  ............................................ 25 
 Additions due to corrections ......................  0 
 Total increases ......................................... 95                                                                                               
 Deceased  .......................................... 203 
 Demitted  ...........................................  44 
 Suspended  .......................................... 109 
 Decreases due to dual members .................... 9 



Number of members close of 2023 ........................  ..................................... 4003 
Number of Chapters January 1, 2023 ....................  ......................................... 54 
Chapters Consolidated in 2023..............................  ........................................... 2 
Number of Chapters December 31, 2023 ..............  ......................................... 52 
 
My thanks to the Secretaries of these Chapters for furnishing the information via the annual 
reports so that we can keep our database current and provide these membership numbers 
for your consideration. 
 
FIFTY-YEAR MEMBERS 
    I extend my congratulations to those listed below who had the honor of receiving their 
50-year pins and certificates this past year. We appreciate all of our fifty-year members that 
continue to take an active part in their respective chapters and in our Grand Chapter. 
   It is an honor to sign the certificates and sometimes be able to attend their pin 
presentation.   
 
 (Certificates presented April 1, 2023- April 1, 2024) 

 
QUEEN ESTHER NO 1 
Millie Beaumont 
Denise B. Mabie 
Goldie E. Hill 
 
VESTA NO 6 
Bonnie Naylor 
 
ELECTA NO 8 
Suzanne Stroud 
Susan Campbell 
Charles Cummings 
Norma Cummings 
Regina Blumanhaust 
 
VESPER NO 9 
Barbara Tiemann 
Jeannene Douglas 
 
TUSCAN NO 35  
Lorraine Humes 
Connie Ourada 
Leta Grace Illingworth 
 
ACACIA NO 39 

Loraine Ely  

     
BEULAH NO 40 
Melva Kube 
Marcine Pierce 
 

ANDREW  NO. 41 
Jean Ann Bergholz 
    Vernell Baker      

SIGNET NO 55  
Debra Mullendore 
 
MT VERNON NO 84 
James Otteman 
Marillys Otteman 

 
EUREKA NO 86 
Beverly Green 
 
ARBOR VITAE NO 92 
Richard Owston 

MYRTLE NO 94 

Janet Sides 
Wauneta Warwick 
 

CRETE  NO 104 

Darlene Pribyl 

Agnes Snyder 

  
BETHANY NO 113 
Dale Kirkpatrick 
Judith Turnbaugh 
 
PAPILLION NO 114 

Shirley Carlson  
 
RUTH NO 119 
Rita Corbett 
 
FRIENDSHIP NO 122 
Betty Kucera 
 
OGALLALA  NO 142 
Sherri Walker 
 
MARTHA 

WASHINGTON  NO 

153 
Susan Hedges  
 
ROYAL NO 184 
Janice Simpson 
 
WAYNE NO 194 
Joan Jones 

 
CERESCO NO 198 
Sterling Graham 
Patty Hellerich 
Carol Schmucker 
Erma Walter 
 
UTICA NO 199 
Patricia Collister 
Sylvia Stokes 
 
SUNFLOWER NO 214 
Marlene Huston 
  
HERMAN NO 216 
Mary Laughter 
Betty Kucera 

 
MINNEHAHA NO 246 
Mary Ann Perrett 
Neale Perrett 
   
ELIZABETH NO 250 
Raymond Althouse 
Sandra Hahn 
Joan Heneger 
 
PALMYRA NO 257 
Argentina Erickson 
 
 
BROWNVILLE NO 263 
Elaine Knapp 
 
OSHKOSH NO 264 
Debra Wilson 
Karla Lawler 
 
NARCISSUS NO 269 
Pamela Beranek 



Robert Jasa 
Denise Leonard 

 
TEMPLE NO 271 
Carolyn Plants 
 
AKSARBEN NO 277 
James R. Kester 
Ruth Negus 

Isobel Taylor 
 
 
TRINITY NO 299  
Maril Hauber 
Marvin Kovar 
Donna Taylor 
 

LAURA NO 301  
Toby Varvais 
 
ALPHA NO 325 
Janet Nosky 
Paula Heyen 
James Gay 
Jackie Gay

 
SEVENTY FIVE-YEAR MEMBERS 

(Certificates presented April 1, 2023- April 1, 2024) 
  I extend my congratulations to those listed below who had the honor of receiving their 75-
year pins and certificates this past year. What a wonderful achievement and testimony to 
our beautiful order. 
 
VESPER NO 9 
Darlene Auer 
CERESCO NO 198 
Betty Hedlund 
 
HERMAN NO 216   
Dorothea Robertson 
 
BROWNVILLE NO 263 
Virginia Lawrence 
 
SUNSHINE  NO 261   
Betty McKain 
 
STARCRAFT NO 307 
Grace Kaprielyan 
 
HARMONY NO 13   
Lenore Jacobson 
 
TUSCAN NO 35   
Celia Stoltz 
 

ACACIA  NO 39   
Barbara Yost 
 
Andrew NO 41   
Donna Lee Caricaburu 
     
MT VERNON NO 84 
Joan Hall 
 
Myrtle NO 94   
Ruth Weed 
Wauneta Warwick 
 
CRETE NO 104 
Agnes Snyder 
 
BETHANY NO 113 



Eleanor “Jean” Kops 
 
ROYAL NO 184 
Nancy DeSelms 
 
WAYNE NO 194 
Marilyn Humphrey    
 
CERESCO NO 198 
Betty Hedlund 
 
HERMAN NO 216   
Dorothea Robertson 
 
SUNSHINE  NO 261   
Betty McKain 
 
BROWNVILLE NO 263 
Virginia Lawrence 
 
MEMORIALS 
      We are all saddened by the death of three of our Past Grand Patrons. Brothers Gordon 
Clark, P.G.P., Denny Smith, P.G.P., and Don Jelinek, P.G.P, I appreciated each of these 
Brothers and their humor but especially their love for our beautiful order. 
     Cards were printed and distributed to all Nebraska Chapters and all other Grand 
Jurisdictions. Bless these Brothers for their years of service to our Grand Chapter. Well 
done thy good and faithful servants! 
     The office forwards information on the deaths of distinguished members from other 
Grand Jurisdictions to our Grand Chaplain who extends sympathy on our behalf.  I’m sure 
that Brother Bernie will give you more information on that in his report. 
 
GRAND REPRESENTATIVES 
     Sister Linda had the honor of recommending Sisters and Brothers from Nebraska to 
receive commissions to represent other jurisdictions this year and it was our honor and 
pleasure to forward these commissions to those so honored across our state.  We hope 
you enjoy your appointments and that you will do your best to communicate with your 
counterpart and other members in the jurisdiction you represent. 
       We also sent commissions to Sisters and Brothers appointed by Sister Linda after she 
received recommendations from other Worthy Grand Matrons.  We are honored to have 
these Sisters and Brothers to represent Nebraska in their own jurisdiction. We always send 
a bit of information on the state of Nebraska with each certificate. I know the joy of 
receiving communications from our friends in other jurisdictions. 
 

CONSOLIDATIONS 

     The Worthy Grand Matron and I finalized two consolidations this past year. We 

answered many questions or concerns about consolidations. It is the duty of the Worthy 

Grand Matron and Grand Secretary to visit with any Chapter with their concerns about 

consolidation. You will find the list of the Chapters consolidated since our last Grand 

Chapter Session in both the reports of the Worthy Grand Matron and the report of the 

Dispensations and Charters Committee. 

  

DISPENSATIONS 

It is the duty of the Grand Secretary to grant dispensations to elect or install officers out of 
time. I granted eighteen dispensations this year. 
 



SCHOOL OF INSTRUCTION 
     One of my duties as Grand Secretary is to attend the School of Instruction each year by 
our Grand Chapter law. I hope that my instruction helped the District Grand Supervisors 
become more comfortable with their instruction and assistance to the Secretaries and 
Treasurers in our subordinate chapters. 
     A huge thank you to Home Chapter #189 the home of our Worthy Grand Patron. Your 
willingness to help in any way is really appreciated. The weather was brutally cold but you 
still found Sisters and Brothers to work and were able to get us fed. Thanks to Cecil and 
Nicole Smith for seeing that there was a clean and safe walking path to get us in and out of 
the temple. 
      We prepare a packet for each District Grand Supervisor to help her prepare for her 
schools and a packet of items for each Chapter she supervises. I hope this is helpful to her 
and to the members.  

      

VISITATIONS & EVENTS 

     The Area Visitation Meetings were fun and informal meetings. I was able to attend all of 
the visitations. 
 The Grand Officers exemplified the degrees at the NE/KS exchange in Hays, Kansas. 
This is always such a special event to share our initiatory work and renew old friendships! 
 The Iowa/Nebraska fun was also a great event that was held in Lincoln. The exchange 
events and fun weekends are a wonderful way to renew old friendships and to meet new 
Sisters and Brothers. 
       It was also a joy to attend Rainbow Grand Assembly and DeMolay conclave events. It 
rejuvenates me to see those young people do their ritualistic work and be part of their 
activities. 
     Rainbow Grand Assembly and the 5 State Event were held in conjunction with each 
other. It was nice to share our Rainbow events with our out of state guests. 
 The all-committee meeting was also a success this year. It’s fun to work with the 
committees of this Grand Chapter and watch them brainstorm. The event was held at the 
Hastings Masonic Center.  Once again, the chapter provided wonderful food and fellowship. 
 The 4-H achievement day at the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for children is a favorite 
event.  We have the opportunity to support the young people at the MESHC home and see 
all of their accomplishments. 
 This year it was truly a pleasure to attend a chapter 150th Anniversary celebration. On 
March 16th, 2024, Electa Chapter #8, Lincoln celebrated their 150th anniversary with a 
delicious lunch. Sister Beth Benson served as the Master of Ceremony and gave some 
history of Electa Chapter. Many introductions, presentations, and a nice power point 
presentation of photographs were enjoyed by all in attendance. Tables were set up with 
memorabilia from the last 150 years. 
 

COMMITTEES 

These are some of the ways that I have assisted the various committees in the past year: 
Board of Grand Trustees: Sent financial statements; attended all meetings and recorded 
minutes; prepared list of expenses in preparation for preparing the budget. 
Educational Loan Fund: Forwarded applications to interested applicants; administered 
loans approved by the Committee; billed and received payments on interest and principal 
on loans due. This job is growing each year as we have more and larger loans being taken 
by our members and their relatives.  I hope you will watch the figures reported in the 
financial statements each year, as I know that the collection of these loans is vital to the 
continued success of this committee and please offer your assistance to the Grand 
Secretary in encouraging any students you may know so that the loans do get paid in full. 
ESTARL: Disbursed applications to prospective applicants and brochures to Chapters at 
the request of the committee; forwarded all applications received by the deadline to the 
committee; recorded the amount of grants awarded at the annual meeting; disbursed and 
administered the grants awarded.   
Membership: In the Grand Chapter office we do our best to assist every member who 
needs help locating Masonic relationship or other membership information and we rejoice 
at every inquiry we receive which results in a new member for any of our Chapters.  We 



also enjoy sending letters and a few brochures to the newly initiated members of your 
Chapters, so we hope you will send in their names and addresses soon after their initiation.   
Publicity: I forward to the proper members of this committee, or directly to the various 
publications, articles sent to me by Chapter members and from time to time send sample 
press releases to the Chapters for their use in publicizing in their local papers.   
Scholarship Committee: In the Grand Chapter office we had the honor of administering the 
high school scholarships that were awarded including the two $1,000 scholarships for each 
of our youth organizations.  We send certificates for each scholarship recipient to the 
chapters so that they can present them at graduation or honors night.  We also include 
information for the students about what Eastern Star is and the various projects we support.  
While the primary purpose of the scholarships is to help our students across the state, I 
hope we will never turn down the opportunity to make ourselves known to those students, 
their parents and their schools 
Service & Therapy Dog:. It is a joy serving as the liaison Grand Officer on the Service & 
Therapy Dog committee.  This is something that is very near and dear to my heart. 
Session Committees:    I thank all of you who helped with our Session this year and I know 
what a great deal of time, money and effort you give so that we can continue to have a 
Grand Chapter Session we can all be proud of and I appreciate each and every one of you.  
We couldn’t do it without you. 

COMMUNICATION 
 Communication is so important! We continue to use the OES news as a source of getting 
out information to the Chapters. I thank the Chapter Secretaries for reading the underlined 
portion of the NEWS to their Chapter each month and for making it available to many who 
do not or cannot attend Chapter meetings. The OES newsletter is also loaded on our 
website each month. Of course, much of our communication still happens via letter, phone 
call or email. We would love to get every member’s email address as it is such a quick way 
to communicate. 
    Please try to remember to use the website. The website has forms you can download 
and information concerning the Chapters and committees. Kerri Straub has worked very 
hard to make the website user friendly and informative. 
 We also have an Eastern Star Facebook page. This is a great way to advertise fund 
raisers.  It’s also fun to put pictures of your chapter activities and it will help encourage 
others to be part of the fun. 
 We continue to have zoom meetings when necessary. 
 

APPRECIATION 
To our Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron: I have truly enjoyed learning 
more about our entire Masonic Family this year!  The more our Masonic Family works 
together the better off and stronger we all will be. 
 
Sister Linda, you have been a friend for many years. It has been a joy this year and a great 
reminder to always give God the Glory. I will choose to find joy in the journey that God has 
set before me. 
 
Brother Cecil, you my friend, are truly an officer and a gentleman. I respect your 
proficiency and your ease in giving your work. You set a wonderful example for 
others. 
 
 To our Grand Treasurer:  You are always so helpful to our chapters when they need your 
help especially sharing your God given beautiful voice. It’s always fun working with you. 
 
To the Elected Officers:  I want you to know that I will do all I can to assist you in reaching 
your goals and I pray for your continued success. May all your dreams come true. Our 
Grand Chapter is in good hands. 
 
To the Appointed Officers:. You have represented Grand Chapter well and it has been 
wonderful getting to know each of you better. Continue being active in your chapter “they 
need you”. 



 
 To the Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons: You are such a beautiful part of 
our history. Thanks for your dedication to our beautiful order and for the support you 
continue to give to the Grand Officers. Many of you are officers in your respective chapters 
and your knowledge and assistance is invaluable. 
   
           CONCLUSION 
Thank you to the many Sisters and brothers that helped in any way with this Grand 
Chapter Session.  You are appreciated!  It takes so many hands to make this Grand 
Chapter so wonderful.  Thank you for volunteering and helped in the Grand Chapter 
Office this year.  Sister Sue Hedges continued to work a day a week to help keep 
things running smoothly.  Special appreciation to Beverly and Mike Donham and 
Beth Benson for the many volunteer hours.  They helped in so many ways, 
 
May God bless our Grand Chapter and may God bless each and every one of you! 
 
Respectfully submitted, Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary:  Worthy Grand Matron, I make a motion that the 
audit – oh, wait, I have to tell you first.  The Financial Report of the Grand Chapter of 
Nebraska has been audited and found correct.  Worthy Grand Matron, I make the motion 
that the audit be accepted and approved. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: A motion has been made to accept and approve the Financial 
Report of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska.  Is there a second? 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP:   I second the motion. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Is there any discussion?  Hearing none, vote using your voting cards.  
Cards in favor (Cards up).  All those opposed (no cards).  The motion is carried. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Thank you, Sister Jan.  (Applause) We will now hear the report of the 
Grand Treasurer. 
 

                           REPORT OF GRAND TREASURER 

 
Karla Lawler, PM, Grand Treasurer:  Protocol being established, the year of the “To God 
Be the Glory” Grand Family is rapidly closing.  It was a year of visitations, a trip to the 
Peace Garden, snowstorms, and yes, those lovely “round abouts” – 5 of them in a row in 
Kansas!  They are very dangerous!  But we did manage – Karen and I -- to get through 
them.  And anyway, the time with you and serving the Glory of God turned out to the best of 
our ability.  The theme selected by those Line Officers heading to the Grand East are with 
purpose and direction.  The Grand Family seems to portray the intention of the theme for all 
of us to follow.  Last year, the Star Points served their lectures with “loving kindness”.  The 
door appointments are people with love and understanding, making us all feel comfortable.  
This year, with the Glory of God and being faithful was seen in every initiatory service and 
with dedication to our Higher Authority, renewed the blessing of our Order. 
 
With the blessing of the Grand Trustees, I was able to write checks at the “Loving 
Kindness” Grand Session last year in the amount of $19,795.92, and I am pleased to say, 
that all of you have cashed your checks in a timely manner, for which I am very grateful.  If 
you see one of the Trustees, you might take a minute to say thank you for their generosity. 
 
Finally, I will support this Grand Chapter for another year to serve.  How blessed I feel to be 
with you and to share a bit of cheer and happiness and yes, I am sorry if it goes a bit over 
the top!  I truly know that God has changed my life and I do give Him all the Glory, knowing 
that there is a light that will shine my way. 
 



Respectfully submitted, Karla Lawler, Grand Treasurer 
  
     WRITTEN REPORT OF THE GRAND TREASURER 
 
it was my pleasure to again serve as your Grand Treasurer with the “To God Be the Glory” 
Grand family.   I watched the glory of God shine in this Grand family as they reached out to 
the membership with hope of building and strengthening our organization.   
 
Last year at Grand Chapter I was able to write mileage checks for those in attendance, who 
qualified in the amount of $19,795.92.  Our thanks are given to our Grand Trustees for this 
assistance.  I would add my thanks to my Grand pages who have helped me get these 
checks out before Grand Chapter’s closing each year.  You are very much appreciated. 

 
In my travels to the district visitations our WGM, Sister Linda Dubry invited other Masonic   
bodies to the meetings.  it was good to hear the history of our organization from our WGP 
Brother L Cecil Smith as well as from other masonic members.  Thanks to all these people 
who took the time to attend. 
  
A big high light was my trip to the Peace Gardens.  It was truly a Glory moment to find such 
peace and calm with the beauty of God’s creation.  Our Masonic heritage is very apparent 
there.  It warmed my heart to see the Masonic Chapel and auditorium knowing the part we 
shared in the splendor of the gardens. 
 
As this family reaches an end to their journey and we prepare for the new family my 
blessings to each of you on your pathway of life.  If the road seems to become rough 
remember to look back to the “glory” days and find strength. Always follow the light. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, Karla Lawler, Grand Treasurer 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Thank you, Sister Karla.  (Applause)  We will now have the report of 
the Grand Chaplain.  Brother Bernie? 
 

          REPORT OF THE GRAND CHAPLAIN 
 
Bernie Hauber, PP, Grand Chaplain:  Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron,  
General Grand Chapter Committee Members, Honored Guests, Sisters and Brothers:  I 
have been deeply honored to serve as Grand Chaplain in this “To God be the Glory” 
Grand Family. With my wife, Sister Maril, I am exceedingly grateful that Worthy Grand 
Matron Linda and Worthy Grand Patron Cecil appointed me to serve with them this 
Grand year. 

 

We did not attend every Grand Family event. However, we put a lot of miles on our vehicle, 
and I said a bunch of prayers.  In August during the International Peace Garden Pilgrimage, 
I was honored to participate in the Sunday service and was onstage with Most Worthy 
Grand Matron, Glenda Winchester, and Worthy Grand Chaplain, William J. Shoulders.  In 
January of 2024, I humbly served as Installing Chaplain during the installation of Arbor 
Vitae Chapter #92 officers. 
 
Between April 1, 2023, and March 31, 2024, our General Grand Chapter family suffered the 
loss of Past Most Worthy Grand Patron Loyal Stark. Nebraska Grand Chapter was 
saddened by the passing of Past Grand Matron Jill Ramsey, whose tribute was given last 
year, and three Past Grand Patrons: Brothers Gordon Lee Clark, Denny Smith, and Don L 
Jelinek, whose tributes can be heard at Thursday’s Memorial Service.  I was informed that 
Nebraska subordinate chapters lost nearly 180 members to death during that same time 
period. My heartfelt sympathy and prayers go out to the family and friends of these 
members, who have been called by our loving Father to His Eternal Home. 
 



I represented Nebraska Grand Chapter by sending out 63 condolence cards to other Grand 
jurisdictions, which acknowledged the deaths of a Past Most Worthy Grand Matron and a 
Past Most Worthy Grand Patron of Scotland, three Past Most Worthy Grand Patrons of 
New Jersey, twenty-two Past Grand Matrons, and thirty-two Past Grand Patrons.  The card 
total includes sympathy in the loss of currently serving Grand Officers from other Grand 
jurisdictions: a Grand Treasurer, a Grand Warder, a Grand Representative, and a District 
Deputy. 
 
I want to thank all who assisted me in the performance of my duties, especially my Grand 
Companion and loving wife, Maril.  To all my Eastern Star sisters and brothers, I am grateful 
for your confidence in allowing me to serve as your Grand Chaplain this year. 
 
In closing, “…my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of His glory in Christ 
Jesus.” Philippians 4.  Thank you.  (Applause) 
 

Linda Dubry, WGM:  Thank you, Brother Bernie, for your report.   
 

       REMARKS FROM THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER COMMITTEE MEMBER 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Nebraska is most honored to have several of our very own be 
appointed to serve for the 2021 - 2024 Triennium and they include the following:   Sister 
Brenda McGuire, Member of the ESTARL Committee of the General Grand Chapter, and 
Past Grand Matron of Nebraska; Sister Cheryl Beckius, Member of the International 
Headquarters Committee of the General Grand Chapter and Past Grand Matron of 
Nebraska; and Brother Gary Brhel, Member of the Service Dog Committee and Past Grand 
Patron of Nebraska; and Sister Cathy Wagner, Triennial Special Assembly Committee 
Member, Faithful Note.  I invite each of these General Grand Chapter Committee members 
and Special Appointees to bring greetings.  Sister Cheryl?? 
 
             International Headquarters Committee of the General Grand Chapter 
 
Cheryl Beckius, PGM, Member of International Headquarters Committee of the 
General Grand Chapter:  Worthy Grand Matron Linda, Worthy Grand Patron Cecil, Past 
Grand Matrons, Past Grand Patrons, Distinguished Guests, Sisters and Brothers:  Hello! 
 
I have had the privilege of being a member of the General Grand Chapter Committee for 
the International Headquarters for the last 3 years.  At the beginning of Sister Glenna 
Winchester, Most Worthy Grand Matron, and Brother Lon Lowry, Most Worthy Grand 
Patron’s triennium they challenged this committee to raise one dollar per member per year 
for this triennium of 2021-2024.  A friendly competition was established between “Regions”.  
We appropriately belong to the “red” region.  I am sorry to report once again that we are not 
in first place as of the last report I received.  The “yellow” region remains in first place.  The 
yellow region is comprised of the Eastern Seaboard states plus Romania, Italy, and Taiwan. 
To recap the projects we have helped to fund, we joined with the Grand Chapter of 
Pennsylvania in purchasing and installing solar film on the windows of the second and 
fourth floors of the Mansion. We provided half of the cost of replacing the rotted seals 
around the skylight over the staircase.  Rain was coming in while the heat was going out.  
The solar film has lowered the heating and air conditioning costs and repair of the skylight 
has reduced them even more.  We assisted with the cost of refinishing the wooden floors 
on the second floor.  Going to a matte finish reduced the cleaning process by two complete 
steps, therefore, reducing the money spent on cleaning supplies and the hours it takes to 
clean each week; sometimes twice and occasionally three times.  There are four big air 
conditioners and then an additional air conditioner on the first floor to help keep the first 
floor bearable when the front door is open to the public.  .We helped replace a number of 
these very old smaller units.  Charlie, the Right Worthy Grand Secretary, says they made a 
tremendous difference, 
 



As of April 15, 2024, I have collected $1,365.00 in 2022; $1,952.00 in 2023, and so far in 
2024, I have received $1,624.00.  These donations have come in from 19 Chapters across 
our state. As of 2023 annual reports, we have a total of 48 Chapters in the State of 
Nebraska.  For those of you who have not contributed but would still like to, you can 
certainly still do so. This campaign continues until the General Grand Chapter Session in 
October of 2024.  I also still have a supply of the beautiful pins depicting the International 
Headquarters available for a donation of $5.00.  Be sure to see me and get yours!  It has 
been a privilege to serve the General Grand Chapter as a member of this committee.  I 
would also like to thank this great jurisdiction of Nebraska for your love and support 
extended to me as I have served in this capacity. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Cheryl Beckius, PGM and GGCCM-IHQ 

 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Sister Cheryl.  (Applause) May we now hear from Brother 
Gary Brhel, Member of the General Grand Chapter Service Dogs Committee?  Brother 
Gary? 
 
                               REPORT OF THE SERVICE DOG COMMITTEE 
 
Gary Brhel, PGP, GGCC Service Dog Committee: Protocol having been established) 
Thank you for the honor of speaking to Nebraska Grand Chapter on behalf of the GGCC 
Service Dog Committee. 
 
I am in the third year of  my service to General Grand Chapter in this triennium.  As you 
know, the Service and Therapy Dogs is the primary and permanent charity for General 
Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star.  I have been honored to serve General Grand 
Chapter in this way.  This appointment requires regular reports to our chairperson about the 
activities of the Service and Therapy Dogs Committee and the OES Star Dogs of 
Nebraska, Inc.  I have been doing that.  Another part of my responsibilities of being a 
General Grand Chapter Committee Member is to raise money by the sale of pins in support 
the projects of Most Worthy Grand Matron Glenda and Most Worthy Grand Patron Lon.  
Proceeds from the sales of these pins are to be used at my discretion.  I will donate the 
proceeds from my sales to the OES Star Dogs of Nebraska, Inc., which is a 501(c) 3 entity 
recognized by the Internal Revenue Service.  OES Star Dogs is also a special project of 
our Worthy Grand Matron Linda and Worthy Grand Patron Cecil and Star Dog Royal.  You 
have been very generous in your support.  I am pleased to report the gross sales of these 
pins in this triennium is nearly $1,500.  As a reminder, all the money I raise in selling pins 
here in Nebraska stays in Nebraska.  So, I invite all of you to stop by the Service and 
Therapy Dogs Booth and see what they have for sale.  I know they have a raffle for a lovely 
quilt, plus other items for sale.  By the way I have some pins for sale on the Service Dogs 
table, too.  This booth is staffed by some of the most dedicated and passionate advocates 
of Service and Therapy Dogs.  Plus, they would love to visit with you.  Please stop by. 
 
Now I want to issue a challenge to each and every one of you.  The OES Star Dogs are 
now established.  I challenge you to get the word out to anyone who would benefit from a 
service or therapy dog.  These committees are now in a position to purchase and/or 
provide support for placement of a dog to needy individuals.  The application form has been 
finalized.  Forms to apply for placement of a dog can be downloaded from the website 
nebraskastardogs.org, from me or any committee member.  A link to this form is also 
provided on the Nebraska OES Website.  Let us live our obligation to help out our 
neighbors.  So please, let people know how we can help. 
 
This has been a brief summary of my activities.  I wish to thank all of you again for all the 
support you have given me and the Service and Therapy Dogs Committee.  Thank you 
Worthy Grand Matron Linda for the opportunity to speak. 
 
Respectively submitted,  Gary Brhel, PGP, GGCCM, Service Dogs 
 



Linda Dubry, WGM:  Thank you, Brother Gary.   (Applause)  And now, may we hear from 
Sister Cathy Wagner, "Faithful Note" of the General Grand Chapter?   
 
             REPORT OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER 
        SPECIAL ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE, "FAITHFUL NOTE" 
 
Cathy Wagner, PM, GGC Special Assembly Committee, Faithful Note: Worthy Grand 
Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Sisters, Brothers, and Guests of Nebraska Grand Chapter, 
and a special welcome to all of our visitors from other Jurisdictions.  When you come here, 
every year you make our Grand Chapter Session very special.  Thank you.   
 
In about 6 months, my special appointment as a “Faithful Note” will come to a very special 
end when we journey to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina for the General Grand Assembly.  As 
you may recall from my previous remarks to you over the past couple of years, there 
seemed to have been no major responsibilities to this appointment other than the joy of 
traveling to other jurisdictions and enjoying meeting some new friends and reconnecting 
with some friends I had not seen for quite some time.  It is always a joy to represent 
Nebraska Grand Chapter.  But now there are responsibilities! I am looking forward to 
sharing these responsibilities with my fellow “Faithful Notes” as we assist with the General 
Grand Chapter Assembly.  Our duties will be quite similar to those of you who are Assistant 
Grand Warders here in Nebraska.  I am sure that the Faithful Notes will enjoy some social 
time together as well  I can hardly believe it has been 9 years since I have attended a 
General Grand Chapter Assembly, and I am getting excited about that, but before that 
happens, Wendell and I hope to attend several other jurisdictions for their Grand Chapter 
Sessions before we arrive “at the shore for ‘24” this coming October. 
 
As is usual for me, at the close of any obligation that I accept, I wish I could have done 
more.  But I have been blessed for this appointment and to have been a part of Nebraska 
Grand Chapter and the support that you have given Wendell and I.  My thanks and love to 
all of you and special wishes to those from Nebraska who may be called upon to serve the 
next General Grand Chapter Triennium.  Thank you all, I love you!  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you all for coming and bringing your remarks this morning.  We 
know you have represented Nebraska and this General Grand Chapter beautifully.  Sisters 
and Brothers, please help me thank them again for their time and service to our General 
Grand Chapter.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Cheryl Beckius, Past Grand Matron, will now give the Report of 
the Grand Trustees.  The presentation of the Proposed Budget for 2024-2025 will be given 
by Sister Cheryl this afternoon.  Sister Cheryl? 

  
              REPORT OF THE BOARD OF GRAND TRUSTEES 

 

Cheryl Beckius, PGM, Chairman: Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron.  Protocol having 
been established, I would like to introduce the members of the Board of Grand Trustees:  
Sister Pam Brhel, Chairman-Elect and Grand Treasurer Emeritus; Sister Beverly Donham; 
Past Grand Matron; Sister Candace Martin, Past Grand Matron and Brother David 
Wetrosky, Past Grand Patron. Thank you all for your support. I have had the privilege of 
serving on this committee for the last six years and having been elected the Chairman of 
the Committee for the past year.  I am very grateful to each of these for their dedicated 
support by the giving of their time, dedication of their love, support and guidance for our 
great Order.  Please join with me in giving them a hearty welcome and thank you for all 
they have done and will continue to do for us all.  (Applause) 
 

Our Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron, by virtue of their office, are also 
members of the Board and participate with all privileges as the other members except for 
that of voting.  The Line Officers have also attended our meetings and we are always 
pleased to have them join in our meetings.  I hope their attendance was beneficial in giving 



them heads up for their future responsibilities. 
 

My thanks to our Grand Secretary Sister Jan Thoman, Past Grand Matron, for the 
assistance and support she provides to the Board.  The Grand Secretary maintains all the 
records in her office and does much of the financial work of Grand Chapter.  Her assistance 
in providing the Board with the information we need to make knowledgeable decisions is 
greatly appreciated.  Sister Jan, you are a true asset to us and I am sure we never thank 
you enough for all you do for us.  THANK YOU!  (Applause) 
 

The duties of the Grand Trustees involve approving the expenditures for each Grand 
Chapter Session and supervising over the financial affairs of the Grand Chapter for the 
approval by the members at the Grand Chapter Session. Since the last Grand Chapter 
Session, the Board of Trustees has met on two occasions.  The Board also conducted 
business electronically via email when dealing with issues of a time-sensitive nature. And I 
will say, we did have one meeting scheduled to meet at our School of Instruction, but some 
were not able to travel because of a snow storm, so we elected not to have it. The Board 
met on October 28, 2023 in conjunction with the All Committee Meeting in Hastings.  
Associate Grand Matron Sheli Rice and Associate Grand Patron Keith Lindvall shared their 
plans for the 2024-2025 year.  A motion was passed to allow the purchase of the proposed 
marketplace items.  A request by the General Arrangements Committee was approved to 
rewire the Grand Chapter Altar with LED lights and to obtain new storage boxes for the 
decorative railings.  A discussion was held and a decision to approve the cost of a Saturday 
noon meal at the School of Instruction for the Grand Officers (whom are asked to attend to 
help in the exemplification and instruction of the District Grand Supervisors), and the 
members of the Board of Grand Trustees, and Jurisprudence Committees.  A motion was 
made and passed for Grand Chapter to pay two-thirds of the cost of all meals at Grand 
Chapter in 2024. 
 

Because of health issues and bad weather, a winter meeting was not held. 
 

On April 13, 224, the Board meet at the Grand Chapter Office to prepare a Proposed 
Budget to be submitted to Grand Chapter for their approval.  The Proposed Budget will be 
presented in more detail this afternoon.  David Kloeckner was present and reported on the 
financial numbers for the year-ended as of March 31, 2024..  He provided copies of 
recommendations and provided the usual charts for both accounts of the General Fund and 
the Educational Loan Accounts.  David says the priority is always income and then growth.  
Approval was given to sell and purchase the shares he proposed. 
 

Grand Secretary Sister Jan has new complete and updated copies of the 
CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF SIGNIFICANT TRUSTEE DECISIONS for each of the 
Trustees.  Discussion was held on the continuing search for an Office Assistant.  A 
discussion was also held about the General Grand Chapter trip and the Delegates.  A 
motion was made and passed that each delegate will receive room cost for Sunday through 
Thursday and the cost of the flight.  Approval was given to reinvest $150,000.00 from the 
Educational Loan Fund. 
 

In addition to those in person meetings, we had several decisions made via emails.  We 
received four request from David Kloeckner for selling and investing in his recommended 
stocks.  We had three other communications resulting in action taken by the Board.  We 
voted on recommendations for seeking a new office assistant, transfer of our investments 
from USB to Stifel with David Kloeckner remaining as our advisor, and passing of a motion 
to donate $500.00 in support of the 2024 International Job's Daughters Supreme Session 
to be hosted in Omaha. 
 

In closing, I do appreciate the confidence you placed in me six years ago when you elected 
me and I must say it has been my pleasure to serve as a member of this Board for 
Nebraska Grand Chapter. 
 



Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron, for the opportunity to present 
this Report on behalf of the Grand Trustees. 
 

I move for the adoption of this Report. 
 

Cheryl Beckius, PGM, Chairman 
Pam Brhel, Grand Treasurer Emeritus 
Beverly Donham, PGM 
Candace Martin, PGM 
David Wetrosky, PGM 
 

Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Sister Cheryl.  There is a motion for the adoption of this 
report.  Is there a second? 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: I second the motion. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: The motion has been seconded.  Is there any discussion?  Hearing 
none, those in favor, raise your voting cards (cards up); those opposed (no cards).  The 
motion is carried.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  We will now hear reports of from our Standing Committees:   
 
               REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  I have the pleasure to introduce Sister Suzanne Byler, a member of 
Vesper Chapter # 9, in Beatrice, Chairman of the Benevolence Committee, who will give 
her report.  Sister Suzanne?   
 

             Benevolence Committee   
 
Suzanne Byler (9), Chairman:  Worthy Grand Matron Worthy Grand Patron, Distinguished  
Guests, Past Grand Matrons, Past Grand Patrons, Sisters and Brothers:  My name is 
Suzanne Byler, Vesper Chapter #9 and I have had the pleasure of being the Committee 
Chair for the last year.  I would like to introduce the other members of the Committee:  
Sisters Solveig Perrett, Minnehaha Chapter #246; Maril Hauber, Trinity Chapter #299; 
Margaret Nelson, Herman Chapter #216; and Marcia Donley, Acacia Chapter #39. 
 
Our Committee met at the October 2023 All Committee meeting in Hastings.  We discussed 
our previous goals and determined new goals.  We continued the goal that the availability 
of Benevolence Funds need to be more visible to members.  Many members still do not 
know that funds are available.  The form to apply is on the Nebraska OES website. 
 
During the last year, Committee Members have been contacted three times regarding 
possible requests for funds, but no requests were received. 
 
I know it may be too early, but funds are available if anyone needs assistance from the 
tornadoes that hit the end of April.  Please fill out an application or see anyone of the 
Committee Members; we are here to help. 
 
I would like to thank the Board of Trustees for making funds available to lend assistance 
when needed.  I would also like to thank Grand Chapter for the opportunity of serving on 
this Committee the last six years and the ability to help our Sisters and Brothers in their 
time of need. 
 
Fraternally submitted, Suzanne Byler (9), Chairman 
 



Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Sister Suzanne, and the members of this Committee for 
your dedicated work.  Your report does not require acceptance, but it will be placed on file 
for the Proceedings.  (Applause) I have the pleasure to introduce Sister Laurel Wolfe of 
Electa Chapter No. 8 in Lincoln, who will give the report.   
 
                               Educational Loan Fund Committee 
 
Laurel Wolfe, (299), Member Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Distinguished 
Guests, Sisters and Brothers:  On behalf of the Chairman of our Committee, Trudi 
Thornburg, who could not be here today, I will read her report:   
 
I would like to recognize those who served on the Educational Loan Fund Committee for 
2023-2024: Brother Matt Vandergriff, AkSarBen Chapter No. 277; Omaha; Sister Laurel 
Wolfe, Electa Chapter #8, Lincoln and Trinity Chapter #299, Omaha; Sister Beverly 
Grueber, Ruth Chapter #119, North Bend; and Sister Jill Woodward, Tuscan Chapter #35, 
Kearney. 
 
Due to weather conditions, Sisters Jill Woodward and Laurel Wolfe were the only ones 
present at the All-Committee Meeting in Hastings in October 2023.  Associate Grand Patron 
Brother Keith Lindvall was the Grand Officer appointed to sit with this committee. 
 
During the meeting the current Application and Guidelines were reviewed and evaluated.  
The members present made a list of goals and questions.  The only information that was 
available were the 2008 Guidelines.  The goals the committee came up with were as 
follows: 
 

• More Communication from the Chairman of the Committee:  Update guidelines, 
Annual report from previous years, a financial statement, and total number of 
loans open, paid and new. 

• Advertise loan availabilities in the OES Newsletter in January and February to 
make people aware of the Educational Loan Fund. 

• Make the Nebraska Eastern Star Educational Loan application available on the 
Nebraska OES Website. 

 
Some of the questions that came up were:  Line 10 of the loan application – what 
relationship does “relative” include and how distant; how is it best to advertise the loan 
fund; is there a brochure; how many students currently have loans; and which fund can the 
committee find the money to fund these loans. 
 
This year to date, there have been no educational loan requests received. 
 
Thank you to Past Grand Matron Candace Martin for appointing me to this committee.  I 
wish the committee all the best as Nebraska Grand Chapter moves forward. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Trudi Thornburg, Chairman, Electa Chapter #8, Lincoln 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Sister Laurel, and the members of this Committee for your 
dedicated work. (Applause) Your report does not require acceptance, but it will be placed 
on file for the Proceedings.  It is my pleasure to introduce Sister Erin Johnson, of Queen 
Esther Chapter #1, Nebraska City, Chairperson of the ESTARL Committee, who will give 
her report.   Sister Erin? 
 
   ESTARL Committee 
 
Erin Johnson (1), Chairman:  Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Past Grand 
Matrons and Patrons, Sisters and Brothers: 
 



My name is Erin Johnson.  I am a member of Queen Esther Chapter No. 1 and this year's 
Chair for the ESTARL Committee.  I would like to take this moment to introduce the other 
committee members for this year: Albert Fisher of Sunshine Chapter No. 261; Nancy 
Kopejka of Bethany Chapter No. 113, and other members who could not be with us today 
are Joan Alexander of Mount Vernon Chapter No. 8, and Bill Raymond of Alpha Chapter 
No. 325.  Many thanks to each of you for your help and support this year while serving on 
the ESTARL Committee.  Your love for this Order has definitely shined through with your 
commitment to this committee. 
 
We had five deserving applicants this year for an ESTARL Grant.  Two of the applicants 
were new this year, while the other three were returning applicants from previous years.  As 
a committee, we held two Zoom meetings and discussed each applicant in greater detail.  It 
was mutually agreed to give grants to all five applicants. 
 
We would like to take this time to ask all Nebraska Chapters to continue promoting 
ESTARL to anyone you may know that could benefit from this grant as they either start or 
continue their journey to becoming religious leaders. 
 
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve on this committee over the last five 
years.  It has been a joy to be a part of helping others in achieving their goals. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Erin Johnson, Chairman of ESTARL Committees 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Thank you, Sister Erin and your Committee for your dedication.  How 
grateful we should be as Eastern Star members that we are able to share our monetary 
gifts with those who have chosen to do the Lord’s work.  Thank you for your support of this 
worthwhile project, and we hope for the continuation of your support.  The report does not 
require acceptance, but it will be placed on file for the Proceedings Book.  (Applause) I 
have the pleasure to introduce Brother Ron Giesselmann of Ruth Chapter, #119, North 
Bend, Chairman of the Membership Committee, who will give his report.  Brother Ron?    
 

                                         Membership Committee 
 
Ron Giesselmann (119), Chairman, Membership Committee:   Alright, I had one of my 
students tell me you can be a bad teacher, but if you have one of these straps of bling 
behind you, you are going to be okay – so that is the reason for the belt I brought with me.  
Okay, Protocol having been established, first on behalf of the 2023-2024 Membership 
Committee, I would like to introduce the other members – and if you would stand, please – 
Deb McMullin of LaVista, Sue Kittinger of Lincoln, Julia Schavon Cordsen of Archer, and 
Linda Buck of McCook, and of course, myself, the chairman of the committee. 
 
Some of the brainstorming that we did in Hastings – we had a great time there talking about 
some of the different ideas, and I was really impressed with some of the things our 
committee came up with and if we had the time to follow through and do all those things, it 
would be great.  I think this committee are real go-getters and they have good plans in mind 
and have good ideas and will run with them, so that is really good for membership, and I 
look forward to seeing what they can do. 
 
One of the things that the committee came up with are activities with Rainbows, Job's and 
DeMolays with competitions and came up with some trivia.  I would like to explain the trivia 
part and some of the things we talked about.  I am a member of North Bend Chapter and 
our local recruiter – if you know :Pete the Plumber", otherwise known as Don Peterson, he 
is our official recruiter.  He is responsible for many people joining and bringing in new 
members, and he said one in ten of local people in North Bend are Masons.  That is the 
power that he establishes.  I have heard the same kind of pride about Bill Pickle – over 
here, he is the local unofficial recruiter over there.  I don't think you have to have an official, 
but if you have the time to look at your Chapter and find somebody that is outgoing and 



really has a lot of pzazz for the Chapter, that would be a good thing for you to do.  If it 
worked for them, it can work for us. 
 
We decided to establish a competition this year, so we wanted a special prize.  Our 
competition was to figure out who in Nebraska – which chapter was going to have the most 
new members – the most recruits in our year.  And if you are a Kentucky Derby watcher, 

this is almost identical.  (He referred to the belt with bling he was wearing).  We had a  

photo finish and unfortunately still today, we still do not have a true winner, but we still have 
a little time left.  I hope it rolls over into next year.  I think it is kind of big deal to win this 
award and the rule that we had established – to win this bling belt – I told John – and I don't 
know if John is in here, but I told John kind of what I wanted and he is the one who 
designed it, so thank you, John for doing that.  We also came up with some bling things as 
being demonstrated by Worthy Grand Matron Linda – so it is kind of the fun that we had, 
and a little demonstration of the fun you can have in your own Chapters. 
 
For the photo-finisher for the belt – can I bring them up here - I would like one person from 
that Chapter that is here that has the most new members in that Chapter because I want  to 
give them acknowledgement for doing a good job and I want to get a photo!  So, we are 
looking for the leaders of Luna Chapter of Elkhorn, Papillion Chapter, Alpha Chapter, and 
Mrytle Chapter – if you would like to come up here and we would like to present you with 
some bling and get a good picture.  (Leaders from those Chapters came to the East.) 
(Applause) 
 
Thank you to all.  I am happy that we had a very good year with our Membership 
Committee.  This Committee is a very important part of our Chapters, and I am not telling 
something you don't already know.  But, we need membership because we are all suffering; 
so to add membership is something of a hurdle that we all have to go through.  But 
hopefully, in the future we can establish many ideas and it becomes an inviting thing to do 
and have a good time doing it. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Ron Giesselmann, Chairman of Membership Committees                     
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Brother Ron and the members of this Committee for your 
thoughtful work.  Your report does not require acceptance, but it will be placed on file for the 
Proceedings.  (Applause) I now have the pleasure to introduce Sister Kelly Stahly of Blue 
River Chapter #132, Milford, Chairperson of the Publicity Committee, who will give her 
report.  Sister Kelly? 
                                          Publicity Committee 
 
Kelly Stahly, (132), Chairman:  It's hard to follow that without any "bling"!  Thank you, 
Worthy Grand Matron Linda and Worthy Grand Patron Cecil.  With protocols having been 
established, Good Morning to you all! 
 
My name is Kelly Stahly from Blue River Chapter No. 132 in Milford and Palmyra Chapter 
No. 257 in Palmyra, and I have the pleasure of being Committee Chair for the Publicity 
Committee this year.  The members of this Committee are, and if they would stand that 
would be great:  Sisters Diane Lyons from Eureka Chapter No. 86 in McCook and Dorcas 
Chapter No. 144 in Bartley; Sarah Hobbie from Queen Esther Chapter No. 1 in Nebraska 
City and Home Chapter No. 189 in Plattsmouth; Susanne Krishna from Alpha Chapter No. 
325 in Bellevue; and Kristy Nerud from Oshkosh Chapter No. 264 in Oshkosh and Ogallala 
Chapter No. 142.  We are also honored to have as our Grand Officer Liaison, Kerri Straub 
from Narcissus Chater No. 269 in Omaha.  She is very helpful in all the things that we were 
doing. 
 
Our committee has been very active this year.  When we actually met at the All Committee 
Meeting last October, we had already met via emails and texts and we had gotten ideas on 
to best promote Eastern Star. 
 



The committee decided to split up the Chapters among the Committee members and visit 
each Chapter in person and share with them some of our ideas. 
 
Some of our suggestions were to publicize within our own Chapters by using our own 
Facebook pages, Websites, the OES Newsletters, and the Masonic Calendar so we could 
get more of our own members to attend all of our other Chapter's functions and events.  
And I always emphasize for them to take lots of pictures and post them, too! 
 
We also wanted to remind our Chapters to take the next step of publicizing upcoming 
events outside of our OES world.  In order to do that, we offered to help some of our 
Chapters find out who the contact person is to their local newspapers and radio stations. 
 
There is a lot more we can all be doing to promote Eastern Star, and the Publicity 
Committee would like to help, so come up and talk to any one of the Committee members. 
 
I would like to thank the Grand Chapter for the honor of serving on the Publicity Committee 
these past five years.  It has been a lot of fun, a lot of laughs, a little bit of work, and 
definitely a pleasure to talk to so many Star members of our beautiful Order.  Now, let's go 
out and promote Eastern Star. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Kelly Stahly, Chairperson 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Sister Kelly and the members of this Committee.  It is 
important for our members to be informed in their communities and in their Chapters.  Your 
report does not require acceptance, but it will be placed on file for the Proceedings.  
(Applause) We will have the report of the Scholarship Committee. given by Brother Dennis 
Dubry, Dome Rock Chapter #215, Chairperson.  Brother Dennis? 
 

               Scholarship Committee 
 
Dennis Dubry, (215,55,261): Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Distinguished 
Guests, Sisters and Brothers: I would like to acknowledge and thank those who served on 
the 2023-2024 Scholarship Committee: Sister Susan Olson (216), Sister Katherine Meink 
(84), Brother Gale Retzlaff (84), and Sister Mary Ritter (113). 
 
Each year, the Grand Chapter of Nebraska offers two $1,000 scholarships to each of the 
three Masonic Youth Groups – Job's Daughters, Rainbow and DeMolay.  We would like to 
express our gratitude to the Grand Trustees for budgeting this expense to benefit our youth.  
The criteria for applying are as follows: Be actively involved in their youth organization, 
have high moral character, are graduating high school seniors or students who are 
currently enrolled at an institution of higher learning or technical training. 
 
Applicants are required to submit a completed application post-marked on or before April 
1st, a most recent transcript of grades, two letters of recommendations (one from an adult 
leader of their Youth Organization and one from a school official or teacher), a resume, and 
a personal statement regarding future plans and why they consider themselves a person of 
high moral character. 
 
The scholarships for 2023 were awarded as follows:  Rainbow – Alexis Mogensen, 
Weeping Water Assembly No. 5; and Jasmine Moats, Elkhorn-Waterloo Assembly No. 38; 
Job's Daughters – Audrey Spahr, Bethel No. 1, Papillion, and Sarah Warwick, Bethel No. 
63, Lincoln.  There were no applications received from DeMolay. 
 
This year, eight applications were received.  It is always a challenge to choose the top two 
recipients for each youth group.  These young women and men are outstanding students, 
busy with school activities, and are very active in their Youth Organization and communities 
in which they live.  They are our future.  The recipients for 2024 will be announced at 
Nebraska Grand Assembly and at Nebraska Grand Bethel.  Again, there were no 



applications received from DeMolay. 
 
The Committee would like to thank Sister Jan Thoman, Past Grand Matron and Grand 
Secretary for her support and assistance.  Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy 
Grand Patron, for the opportunity afforded each of us to serve on this committee. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Dennis Dubry, Chairman 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:   Thank you, Brother Dennis for giving this Report.  Your Report does 
not require acceptance, but it will be placed on file for the Proceedings.  (Applause) The 
Chairperson of the Youth Committee is Sister Tiffany Westerholt, of Temple Chapter, #271, 
Lincoln, who will give her report.  Sister Tiffany? 
 
                                                Youth Committee 
 
Tiffany Westerholt (271,8), Chairperson: Before I begin, I have a favor to ask of Brother 
Albert Fisher – please show the video, Brother Albert. Good afternoon.  Worthy Grand 
Matron Linda, Worthy Grand Patron Cecil, Grand Officers, Sisters and Brothers.  This year 
it was an honor to serve as the Chairman for the 2023-2024 Session.  I would like to 
introduce you to the other members of the Committee: Sharon McElfresh, Lori Nerud, 
Harold Terry, PGP, and Jennifer Smith. 
 
When we met in the Fall, we decided we wanted to try something new – a video, of course, 
but none of us wanted to be in it..  When the committee met last year, we  first started with 
revising the goals of our committee, and we found that our committee is dedicated to 
making sure that the Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star is able to support and 
promote our Masonic Youth Groups:  The International Order of DeMolay, Job's Daughters' 
International, and the International Order of Rainbow for Girls, and form a positive 
relationship with our Youth.  So how do we do this?  What better way than by asking our 
Youth Groups how we can help.  So the committee asked, and this is what they said:   
 
(The Video was started with the three Youth Group leaders participating and 
stating what Eastern Star can do to be of help to their organizations.) 
 
Hi, My name is Grayce Dutcher, and I am Nebraska Grand Bethel Honored Queen for 
Job's Daughters International.  How can OES help Job's Daughters?  Many of you have a 
Job's Daughter that you can talk to and ask them how you could be able to help.  Attend 
our Bethel and see what we are doing, How about help with one of our activities that we 
have?  Then maybe we could help out with one of your fundraisers.  The more able we are 
to return the favor and visit and help out with your events and dinners when you do the 
same things for us and you can then help with our fundraisers and stuff like that.   
 
Hello, I am Jenna Helter, and I am Miss Nebraska Congeniality for Job's Daughters 
International.  One of the ways that the Order of the Eastern Star can help kids is by 
attending our fundraisers and events hosted by our different Bethels; donating to HIKE, 
which is Hearing Impaired Kids Endowment, our philanthropic project every year; and by 
learning and getting more information about Job's Daughters. 
 
Hi, I am Katheryn Rice, Grand Worthy Advisor for the International Rainbow for Girls in 
Nebraska.  Nebraska OES can help our different Youth Organizations by giving their 
support.  We would like for you to come to our meetings and becoming Adult leaders, which 
is important for all members who could come to you for help. All your help is appreciated.  If 
Adults get involved, they could then help the youth become healthy adults and members of 
OES. 
 
Hi, I am Rem Watts and I am Miss Nebraska Job's Daughter.  I think that Eastern Star 
members and adults can help the Youth Organizations by attending our meetings and being 



active in our Bethels, Assemblies, and Chapters, serving on the Adult Council, and all the 
things that show your support.  Thank you. 
 
Hi, my name is Caleb Malousek, and I am State Master Councilor for Nebraska DeMolay 
for 2023-2024.  I just want to say, first off, thank you guys for letting me speak on behalf of 
Nebraska DeMolay to have the chance to sit down and have like a friendly conversation on 
this video about what DeMolay might need or what we can do to help you guys.  I would 
just say, members will come, but the hardest part is getting Advisors.  We could possibly 
use Star and Masonic Advisors who become Chapter Dads or Chapter Moms, but we need 
other people who want to give back to an organization and want to help Youth of today. 
 
Hello, my name is Kori Radloff and it is my great privilege to serve as Grand Guardian for 
Nebraska Job's Daughters this year.  The Order of the Eastern Star can assist in a variety 
of ways to help the Job's Daughters and the other Masonic Youth Groups.  I encourage all 
Eastern Star members to take an active interest in the Youth.  There is nothing like coming 
to fun night with a Bethel or a Chapter or an Assembly to put a little spring in your step.  
After all, that is how we stay young.  By being present and getting to know the members, 
you will quickly find out specifically about the kids in your area.  They might want your 
support to attend one of their State or International Sessions; there may be a need of Adult 
volunteers; they might have a specific need for their service project or a fundraiser; but it all 
starts with just getting to know each other.  But most of all, the Youth Groups need your 
support in helping find new members if we are to survive.  As an adult, you learned about  
Eastern Star and other Masonic appendant bodies, and you decided to get involved, to 
learn about the organization, perhaps take an office, and maybe move up the line.  For our 
Youth, however, this time is extremely complicated and very complex, usually only about 10 
years in total at best. The more time you spend with a Job's Daughter, Rainbow for Girls, or 
DeMolay, the more time they have to appreciate all you have to offer.  It is difficult for one 
person to go out and try to start an organization.  We need our Masonic Family to talk 
about the amazing things happening in Job's Daughters, Rainbow, and DeMolay every 
chance you get – at Church, at the grocery store, at your family gatherings – you never 
know when the right person will be listening.  Please, just try this. 
 

(The video ended) 
 
Tiffany Westerholt: When you listen to all the Youth Groups represented in this video, you 
will notice that I suggested that we needed a video.  For this report for our Grand Session, I 
wasn't able to put together all of the responses here, but some them will be available on our 
website.  You will note I asked questions at the beginning of this video. 
 
We learned that what our Youth Groups primarily requests is US.  They want to meet and 
get to know us as individuals, and If you can, provide leadership and support.  Talk about 
their organizations with friends and family, especially if you know of one of those kids who 
would benefit from one of our Youth Organizations.  And most importantly, be someone that 
they can ask questions about life and about Eastern Star.  If you want some information 
about one of our Youth Groups, go to the NEOES.org website, and click on Masonic Youth 
Groups.  You will find contact information for each of the Youth Groups.  That can help get 
you started.  Also, there is a website for each of our Youth Group Organizations and they 
have sites where you can also find information about the location of Assemblies, Bethels, 
and Chapters, and contact information for those groups so that you can reach out to them if 
you wanted to. 
 
One of the questions that we asked was: How did you learn about the Order of the Eastern 
Star if you didn't know about it.  The answer?  Ask someone who knows this, or check their  
website and by using social media were mentioned, but ultimately, you can learn about 
Eastern Star by asking them to be a part of our Organization.   
 
The Youth Committee asked many questions of those Youth and Adults, We learned that 
there are many Chapters around Nebraska that do not have an Youth Organization near 



them and if we hope to have those Chapters contact with our youth, we need to get them 
information about our Youth and to share information with them.  We wanted to find a way 
to have all Star Chapters feel included when building a relationship with our Youth.  We 
came up with the idea of creating a pen-pal system.  We sent information to our Chapters, 
outlining our ideas and suggested that each of our Star Chapters appoint a Youth 
representative – someone to learn about the different Youth Groups, invite the Youth to 
their Star Chapter, and become a pen-pal to an Assembly, Bethel or DeMolay Chapter.  For 
those Chapters who are too far to attend meetings or events, send cards or letters to build 
a better connection and this could also make a difference in the life of our Youth.  We also 
sent our local Youth Groups contact information to several of our Star Chapters so they can 
do the same.  We sent letters to our Youth Leaders and Adult leaders requesting that they, 
in turn, send cards and letters to our respective Star Chapters, telling them all about their 
members and their events and activities. 
 
Come visit the Youth organizations.  Even if you sit on the sidelines, but afterwards talk to 
these young adults, tell them “Good Job,” or “you were wonderful” – be a mentor and 
advisor - every Eastern Star member has something to offer our Youth. 
 
I am grateful they are letting me try a video report at Grand Chapter, and I appreciate 
everyone's help with that It’s something I've always wanted to try and now I've been given 
the opportunity.  I hope the next Youth Committee has a great year. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Tiffan Westerhold, Chairman 2023-2024 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Sister Tiffany and the members of your committee.  It is so 
important that our Youth Organizations know they have our financial support as well as our 
participation in their activities. Thank you so much.  This report does not require 
acceptance, but it will be placed on file for the Proceedings Book.  (Applause) The 
Chairperson of the Service and Therapy Dog Committee is Sister Nan Rix of Ruth Chapter, 
#119, North Bend, who will give her report.  Sister Nan?   
 
                                      SERVICE DOGS COMMITTEE 
 
Nan Rix, PM (119), Chairman:  Good Morning.  It is nice to see so many of you here.  It is 
always good to see the faces of our friends and Sisters and Brothers.  I am Nan Rix, and I 
am a Therapy Dog Handler, and as you can see, we have a new Therapy Dog.  Her name 
is Ruthie, our new Star dog.  We lost Louie in June, and we didn't think we would ever get 
another Therapy Dog because it is a lot of work to have a Therapy Dog – to train them from 
the ground up.  But Ruthie just kind of fell into our lives and she is doing very good as a 
Therapy Dog.  It has taken a lot of patience and we have been around, visiting with her, 
getting her used to being around people, and working with her and making visits with her,     
She loves to be with everyone, so if you get a chance, stop and give her a little hug. 
 
The Service and Therapy Dogs Committee is a current Standing Committee of the 
Nebraska Grand Chapter since 2018.  It started with Most Worthy Grand Matron Rene 
Often – by her, making it her Special Triennium Project.  Due to great interest in the project, 
in 2015 the Service and Therapy Dog Project became a permanent Philanthropy for the 
Order of the Eastern Star around the world.  That was approved during the next General 
Grand Chapter Triennium when Sister Marianne Shenefield from Wyoming became Most 
Worthy Grand Matron She took the mission and made it happen. 
 
As Nebraska Eastern Star Members, we take the challenges we are given and we commit 
to their success, Our Service and Therapy Dog Project has been a huge success for all of 
our Chapters across the State.  We continue to raise funds through donations, sale of items 
and service, and our main goal as an Eastern Star Committee is to continue spreading 
information about service and therapy dogs. We get the best job ever!  We go into our 
communities, into our Chapters, and other organizations across the State and speak of the 
wonders and service of the Service and Therapy Dogs. This year we have provided 



services to Eastern Star Chapters, PEO Groups, Church Services, Lodges with meetings, 
Job's Daughters and Rainbow events, numerous nursing homes, hospice facilities, and 
schools.  We are lucky to have four Star Dogs and we are busy spreading our word across 
the State.  They are Charlie and Susie Baker; Opal and Diane Larson: Gibson and Betty 
Kirby; and Royal and Nicole Smith.  These Sisters and their dogs work within their 
communities sharing the peace and comfort only a well-trained therapy dog can give.  They 
spent many hours of continued training to keep these dogs at their best.  Our Order is lucky 
to have been blessed with such wonderful dogs and their partners. 
 
This Committee consists of Betty Kirby from Lincoln, Peggy Hitchcock from Ainsworth, 
Jennifer Dierks of Lincoln, and Samantha Walters from North Platte.  I forgot to introduce 
them and thank them for all their work this year that they have done to do this job that they 
do so well.  I would also like to thank all of you, our Sisters and Brothers, who have been a 
part of something very special by your acceptance and willingness to work with this project.  
You are helping build an organization that can change people's lives with our support to 
provide assistance in obtaining a Service or Therapy Dog for someone who needs this, and 
we help fund things like special braces and for harnesses, and we have helped with some 
medical bills for Service Dogs.  So just know, what you are doing out there is making a 
difference – it is making a life better and we appreciate all you have done for us this year. 
 
We have sent some nice funds to the OES Star Dogs of Nebraska a 501(c)3 program. We 
have done several things with them.  We also have – before you leave – we have a dog 
quilt that was donated by Bob and Marilyn Carhart from Wayne Chapter – it is the dog quilt 
out front and that is our raffle quilt and you probably need to buy at least 5 tickets – you 
might win!  Good chance!  We also have some things on our table out in the lobby that we 
are selling, so stop by and look.  The really fun thing is, you need to stop and look at the 
dog pictures.  We had a photo contest – for a dollar, you can pick your favorite dog or for a 
dollar you can cast a vote for one of the pictures.  So stop by and look at the pictures, they 
are great,  A lot of them are Grand Officers' dogs and from members all across the State, 
who submitted pictures, so please stop and say "hi" and look at those. 
 
Worthy Grand Matron, that is all I have.  Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Sister Nan and the members of your committee. We hope 
the funds we raise will benefit the needs of many people across Nebraska who need the 
assistance of a trained Service or Therapy Dog. (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: We are grateful to each of our Standing Committees for your 
willingness to serve on these Committees and for being with us today, thank you!   There 
will be an All Committee Meeting this year on October 19th, 2024, so put that date on your 
Calendar and begin planning now.  It looks like we are getting close to our lunch time, so 
we will go ahead and have the rest of the reports of the other Grand Chapter Committee 
this afternoon.  Sister Conductress, you will close the Bible. 
 

The Grand Conductress closed the Bible.  Upon direction from the Worthy Grand 
Matron, the Grand Marshal proclaimed Grand Chapter called from Labor to 
Refreshments to reconvene at 1:15 p.m., Wednesday Afternoon.  The Grand 
Officers retired informally. 
 
         WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 15, 2024 
         1:15 P.M. 
 
While members assembled for the afternoon session at 1:00 p.m., they enjoyed 
musical selections by Ruth Neeman (257).  At 1:15 p.m., the Grand Conductress 
and Associate Grand conductress escorted Sister Wanda Fisher, Past Grand 
Matron, and Brother Lowell Erickson, Past Grand Patron, through the Labyrinth 
to the East.  Sister Wanda called the Session to Order.  The Grand Officers 



entered informally.  The Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron were 
given the Grand Honors and the Worthy Grand Matron directed the Grand 
Officers to take their stations.   
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Wanda and Brother Lowell, Past Grand Matron and Past Grand 
Paron, thank you so much for opening this Wednesday afternoon session for us.  You two 
are very special friends. Sister Wanda, you and Brother Lowell appointed me to my first 
Grand Office as your Grand Organist, and as a member of Sunshine Chapter, it has been a 
delight to work with you and Brother Albert for several years. Brother Lowell, I have enjoyed 
getting to know you and Sister Mary Lou and seeing you perform outstanding work!  It is an 
honor to have you open this afternoon’s session. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Sister Wanda and Brother Lowell, thank you very much for opening 
Grand Chapter this afternoon. It is a joy having you here in the East with Linda and me. It 
has been an honor. Thank you again. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:   Thank you again to Sister Ruth, for your lovely prelude this 
afternoon—it is always a joy to hear such beautiful music!  Sisters and Brothers, it is with 
pleasure that I welcome you to our Afternoon Session. Thank you for joining us.  I would 
like to share two bits of wisdom: “If God is pleased, stop worrying about who isn’t.” and 
“Gratitude helps us see what is there, instead of what isn’t.” 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:   Sister Grand Conductress, you will open the Bible. 
 

The Grand Conductress opened the Bible and by direction of the Worthy Grand 
Matron, the Grand Marshal declared Grand Chapter called from Refreshment to 
Labor.   
 
             INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS NOT PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  We are going to do a little bit different introduction here as Sister 
Mary Lou is with the Grand Conductress at the Altar, and Brother Lowell is up here.  It is my 
pleasure to present Brother Lowell Erickson, Past Grand Patron, and Sister Mary Lou 
Erickson, Past Grand Matron, who have joined us and  have not previously introduced. 
 

The Grand Conductress escorted Past Grand Matron Mary Lou Erickson through 
the labyrinth to the East. 
 
Linday Dubry, WGM:  Thank you for coming today, and Brother Lowell, thank you for 
opening our session and Sister Mary Lou for joining him.  Please join me in saluting them 
with the Grand Honors.   
 

Grand Honors were given to the Guests and they were then seated in the Grand 
Chapter Room. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  We will begin our afternoon with a Report of the Credentials 
Committee, Sisters Ellen Ott of Friendship Chapter No. 122, Hooper, or Toby Varvais of 
Laurel Chapter No. – wait, we will do that in a moment.  But first, we will need to Prove 
Chapter. 
 
                        PROVING OF GRAND CHAPTER   
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Associate Grand Matron? 
 
Sheli Rice ,Associate Grand Matron: Worthy Grand Matron. 
 



Linda Dubry, WGM: You will ascertain if all present are members of the Order and entitled 
to seats in this Grand Chapter. 
 

The Associate Grand Matron directed the Grand Conductresses to prove Grand 
Chapter.  The Associate Grand Matron then reported to the Worthy Grand Matron 
that all present were members of the Order of the Eastern Star and entitled to 
seats in the Grand Chapter. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you.  We will now hear the report of the Credentials Committee 
by Sister Toby Varvais of Laurel Chapter No. 301, South Sioux City. 
 

                             BUSINESS OF THE GRAND CHAPTER 

 
                REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 
 
Toby Varvais, PM (301), Co-Chairman:  Good Afternoon.  Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy 
Grand Patron, Grand Officers, Distinguished Guests and members of this Grand Chapter. 
 
I am Toby Varvais, Co-Chair of the Credentials Committee and I would like to introduce and 
thank the other members of the Committee.  They are Co-Chair Sister Ellen Ott of 
Friendship Chapter No. 122; Sisters Kathy Armour of Laura Chapter No. 301; Stacy 
Newcomb of Laural Chapter 301; Vicki Ramsay of Hooper Chapter No. 122; Lynn 
Shellpeper of Wayne Chapter No. 194; Dianne Wiberg of Signet Chapter No. 55; and Mary 
Ritter of Bethany Chapter No. 113. Betty Kenyon was also on our committee, but she 
couldn't make it because she got a bad sinus infection and stayed home so she wouldn't 
share it with us. They are invaluable as members of this Grand Jurisdiction and truly 
appreciated for their work and dedication to this committee. 
 
Attached to this report is a list of names of the voting members of the Session or their 
proxies, who have registered by 12:00 Noon today, which is the time for closing of 
registration of the Credentials as specified in the Bylaws of this Grand Chapter.  The 
Committee on Credentials reports the following: 
 
A) Representation: 
 Chapters Represented     44 
 Chapters Not Represented       3* 
      Total Chapters      47 
*These Chapters had members present, but no credentials were filed 
 
B) Accredited votes as follows: 
 Grand Officers       18 
 Past Grand Matrons      32 
 Past Grand Patrons       26 
 And with the rest of the members eligible to vote  222 
      
C) TOTAL VOTES POSSIBLE FOR BALLOTING  298 
 
On behalf of the Committee, I move that the roll of delegates, hereby submitted, be the 
official roll of voting members of this Grand Chapter Session. 
 
The motion of the Credentials Committee does not require a second. 
 
Signed: Toby Varvais (301), Co-Chairman 
 G. Ellen Ott (122), Co-Chairman 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Is there discussion?  Hearing none, all those in favor of accepting the 
roll of delegates submitted by the Credentials Committee as the official roll of voting 



delegates, vote by raising your VOTING CARD.  Cards down.  All those opposed, the same 
sign.  The motion is carried.   
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:   The report of the Credentials Committee is adopted, and we have a 
quorum to transact business.  Thank you, Sisters Ellen and Toby. 
 
                      ELECTION OF GRAND OFFICERS AND GRAND TRUSTEE 
 
Linda Dubry, WGP: It is 1:30 p.m., so Worthy Grand Patron, you will preside during the 
Election of Grand Officers. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP:  Brother Dennis Dubry has been appointed as Chairmen of the Tellers 
Committee. Before proceeding the following Nebraska Grand Chapter laws pertaining to 
the election of the Grand Officers must be read: 
 

1. The first eight officers of this Grand Chapter shall be elected annually by a 
majority ballot; however, nominations shall be made for all elective offices and if 
there is not more than one such nomination, election may be made by 
acclamation. 

Only registered voting delegates shall be entitled to make a nomination. To 
present a nomination the registered delegate shall approach and be present, at 
the nearest microphone, state her or his name, title and Chapter and wait for 
recognition from the presiding officer before proceeding.   She or he will then 
make the nomination. 
 
2. Any Past Matron or Past Patron of a Chapter in Nebraska who lives within the 
jurisdiction of Nebraska and is in good standing in one of its Chapters is eligible 
for office.  In no case shall more than two officers of the Grand Chapter, elective 
or appointive be chosen from the same Chapters, except where the Grand 
Secretary, Grand Treasurer, or Grand Organist hold membership.   This comes 
from Article 6, Section 3 in the Constitution. 

3. Any member who has served a five-year term on the Grand Trustees is NOT 
eligible for election to the office of Grand Trustee. 

4. Any member currently serving on the Jurisprudence Committee is NOT eligible 
for election to the office of Grand Trustee unless their term of office on the 
Jurisprudence Committee expires at the close of the session.  Brother Gary Brhel 
is the current Chairperson of the Jurisprudence Committee and will leave that 
committee at the close of this session. Any member who has already served a 
five-year term as a Grand Trustee would not be eligible for election to that 
position. The other members of the Jurisprudence Committee are Sister Wanda 
Fisher, Brother Carl Plants, Sister Susan Andreasen, and Sister Dee Schuetz. 

5. In no case shall a Worthy Grand Matron or Worthy Grand Patron, upon 
completion of her or his term of office, be eligible for an elective office for a period 
of one year.  In other words, Sister Linda Dubry, Worthy Grand Matron and 
Brother Lucian Cecil Smith, Worthy Grand Patron cannot be considered for 
election to any office during this election.  This includes election to the offices of 
Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer and Grand Trustee.   

6. The Grand Trustees shall be composed of five members, of whom at least two 
shall be Sisters. Therefore, all five members of the Boards of Grand Trustees 
could be Sisters. The present membership of the Board of Grand Trustees 
consists of: Sister Cheryl Beckius, Sister Pam Brhel, Sister Beverly Donham, 
Sister Candace Martin and Brother David Wetrosky. Therefore, either a Sister or 



a Brother may be considered for election to the Board of Grand Trustees at this 
election. 

Cecil Smith, WGP: Sisters and Brothers, in the event we go to a written ballot for any 
office, do not mark your ballot until instructed to do so.  I will Repeat:   In the event we go 
to a written ballot for ANY office, do NOT mark your ballot until instructed to do so. 

The Worthy Grand Patron then asked for nominations for Office of Worthy Grand 
Matron and the elections then proceeded in order with nominations made for 
each Elected Office.  All Elected Offices were elected by acclamation with the 
exception of Grand Trustee which went to a ballot vote*.  The following were 
elected: 

 Sheli Rice (325), Worthy Grand Matron 
 Keith Lindvall (35), Worthy Grand Patron 

Gloria Guern (114, 132), Associate Grand Matron 
Dennis Rix (119), Associate Grand Patron 
Jan Thoman, PGM (9, 153), Grand Secretary 
Karla Lawler (142, 264, 55), Grand Treasurer 
Andrea Stewart (55,142), Grand Conductress 
Kerri Straub (269) Associate Grand Conductress 

             *Dennis Dubry (261,215,55), PGP, Grand Trustee 
 

*Since there were three nominations for the Office of Grand Trustee: Sister Karan 
Birdsall, PGM; Brother Bill Pickel, Past Patron (325) and Dennis Dubry, Past 
Patron (261,215,55), a written ballot was directed by the Worthy Grand Patron.  
The vote was taken and the Tellers Committee began collecting the ballots.   
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Would Brother James Brown, our Parliamentarian, please come to the 
East, I have a question for you, Brother Jim. 
 

The Worthy Grand Patron and the Parliamentarian conferred. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP:   The question I was asking is that two of our members nominated – 

one of them is the Chairman of the Tellers and the other is a Teller, and not that we think 
there would be any conflict, I just wanted some clarity from the Parliamentarian and he felt 
that there is no conflict, so I am just conveying that to you. 
 
Beverly Donham, PM (299): Worthy Grand Patron, Bev Donham, Past Matron of Trinity 
Chapter No. 229, Omaha, I am just asking this for clarification, but I kind of think that no 
ballots should be collected outside the Chapter Room; that those outside the Chapter 
Room have to come in to cast their ballot. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP:  They should be here in this meeting room – that is correct.  I will 
confirm with Sister Sue that that is not going on. 
 
Beverly Donham, PM (299): Thank you.  It wasn't explained and I just wanted to make 
sure that everyone understood that.  Thank you. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Thank you.  So that we have no doubts, I think the proper thing to do 
here is the only people who are in this room – so once you get outside of those doors – the 
divider back there – if you did not show your dues card when the Conductresses went 
around, then you are not entitled to ballot because you weren't actually verified.  So having 
said that, you have to be within these four walls that we are looking at, at this very 
moment?  Okay.  So, tellers, we are going to do this again – I do not want there to be any 



question or confusion.  So, take out your ballot cards again, please.  Sister Sue, if you 
would please destroy those first ballots. 
 

As instructed, the Ballots using No. 1 on the voting Card were destroyed by a 
member of the Tellers Committee. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: So before you vote, you will be using Tab 2 on the Ballot since there 
are 3 nominees and just so everybody is clear, they are:  Sister Karan Birdsall, Brother Bill 
Pickle, and Brother Dennis Dubry – use Tab No. 2.  Please cast your ballots now. 
 

The Tellers again collected the Ballots. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Has everyone had an opportunity to ballot who are entitled to ballot. 
Hearing none, I now declare the ballot closed.  This is just a reminder – it takes a minimum 
of 50 percent and you have to have that majority.  Tellers, would you please go out and 
count the ballots? 
 

The Tellers left the Chapter Floor to count the Ballots.  While waiting for he ballots 
to be counted, Reports of Committees were continued from the morning session. 
 
     REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES (Continued) 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: At this time, while we are waiting for the ballots to be counted, the 
Worthy Grand Matron, did you have a presentation that you would like to do now. – oh, the 
Pages have a presentation that they would like to do now.  I'm sorry.   
 
Robin Brown (55), Page for the Worthy Grand Matron:  As Pages, we are so honored to 
support and represent our officers this year.  We had a little meeting and all the Pages wish 
to make a donation to your projects and we would like to present that to you at this time 
and thank you again for choosing us to be a part of your Grand Session.  It is truly an 
honor. 
 

A monetary donation was given to the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand 
Patron for their projects from the Grand Pages. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Thank you, Pages.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  To all of the Pages, who are very dear friends, “the Glory belongs to 
God for the work in us”.  Worthy Grand Patron Cecil and I are so proud of you and this gift 
is certainly appreciated for our projects.  Thank you so much.  (Applause) 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: At this time, Sister Nicole, would you like to come to the East? Sister 
Nicole Smith is Chairman of the Fraternal Relations Committee and will now give her report 
to use our time wisely. 
 

              Fraternal Relations Committee 
 
Nicole Smith PM (189), Chairman:  First of all, I would like to introduce the other 
members of the committee:  Marilyn Jepson of Lincoln, Mary Frandsen of McCook, Fritz 
McMullin of LaVista, and David Wetrosky of Nebraska City, and then our Grand Officer 
Liaison is Dennis Rix, Grand Marshal, and he joined us in October. 
 
On behalf of the Fraternal Relations Committee, we extend a heartfelt gratitude for the 
opportunity to serve Eastern Star to form a bond within the Masonic Family.  Prior to this 
upcoming year, our Committee had reassessed their objectives within our democratic 
family members.  I must include Christine Brand for introducing the Passport Program.  We 



have the new Passport and I am not going to show you the cover because it is a secret still, 
but there are new rules for the 2024-2025 year.  There will be one point for each attended 
event within one of your organization’s events, two points of you have attended an event 
outside of your organization, three points if you bring a friend with you and indicate it on the 
passport, and five points if your host or participate in a multi-organizational event.  So that 
is how the Passport will work this year. 
 
We are also establishing a Masonic Family Album, where each Masonic Body provides a 
brief overview of their standard membership requirements, organizational purpose, and 
philanthropic endeavors.  We are also introducing a Grand Chapter recognition for any 
Chapter who hosts a multi-organizational event and actively participates in other Masonic 
Organization activities.  We are also encouraging Chapters to appoint a fraternal 
representative to share updates and support for events in multi-body participation projects. 
 
Also, with the backing of the Trustees as well as Worthy Grand Matron-Elect Sheli and 
Worthy Grand Patron-Elect Keith, we are pleased to announce that the Traveling for 
Masonic Fellowship T-shirts will be available for purchase at the Sales Table during the 
2024-2025 year with the purchases directed toward the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy 
Grand Patron's special projects. 
 
Furthermore, we continue to advocate for our Committee to be recognized as a Standing 
Committee.  This designation would empower us to further enhance and solidify Masonic 
Family relationships; consequently, bolstering Eastern Star as a whole. 
 
Thank you once again for your support and corroboration in our shared mission of 
strengthening fraternal ties within our beloved community. 
 
I also would like to announce the winners of our Passport Program – our top participation 
will be rewarded and so congratulations to Gloria Guern, Jerrie Wilcox, Kelsey Larsen, 
Sarah Hobbie, and Myrna Vasta – will you please come see me at your convenience to 
receive your prize.  Thank you very much. 
 
Nicole Smith, 2024-2025 Chairman, Fraternal Relations Committees 
 
(Applause) 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP:   Thank you, Sister Nicole, and the members of the committee for the 
great work you have done to foster our fraternal relationships with our fellow Masonic 
bodies.  It has been our goal to help the other Masonic organizations this year by lending 
them our support, educating our members about their services and we have been thrilled to 
hear from many of them at our Area Visitations.  Thank you very much. 
                          
Ceci Smith, WGP:  Brother John Grant of Queen Esther Chapter #1, Nebraska City, 
Chairman of our Silent Auction Committee which supports our Special Project, OES Star 
Dogs Inc., will you please give his report. 
 
                                               Silent Auction Committee 
 
John Grant, (1), Chairman:  Worthy Grand Matron Linda and Worthy Grand Patron Cecil, 
Past Grand Matrons, Past Grand Patrons, and the wonderful Eastern Star Family.  Wow!  
What an amazing turnout once again from the Chapters and individuals for this year's silent 
auction.  Your Silent Auction Committee has been busy – very busy - gathering wonderful 
items for bidding for this Grand Chapter session and folks have shown their love for our 
Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron and their projects in donating items for the 
“To God Be the Glory Session”.  I cannot go without thanking other committee members.  A 
huge, huge thanks go to my wife, Deanne Grant, and a very special thanks goes to Deb 
Ussery, who filled in for Angie Keck, who was unable to attend this year due to other 
situations. 



 
The money raised goes towards the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron's 
projects, the OES Star Dogs of NE, ESTARL, and all three youth groups.  The Silent 
Auction Committee had received 53 donations before coming to Grand Chapter and now as 
of this afternoon, we have a total of 145 items to bid on.  We have themed baskets, vintage 
OES pins and OES jewelry, gift certificates, homemade items, crochet items, baseball 
tickets and even a night out at the Omaha Symphony, and there are lots of butterfly items 
as well.  So if you have not gotten your bidding number, please stop by the Silent Auction 
Table to sign up and get your bidding number. 
 
Reminder, the Silent Auction will close tonight promptly at 6:15 p.m.  We have been telling 
everyone 6:45 p.m., but per the program we will close the silent auction at 6:15 p.m. This 
evening.  At that time, we ask you to attend the initiation ceremony and the Home kids 
program.  You can then pick up your items after the ceremony.  We also ask that you bring 
cash or check, and please make your checks out to “Grand Chapter of Nebraska OES”, as 
we cannot accepted credit/debit cards.  If you are unable to pick up after the ceremony, we 
ask that you please make arrangement to have someone pick up your items for you. 
 
Also, this year, you have noticed there are two jars of candy sitting on the tables.   We ask 
that iI you have not yet submitted your guesses for the candy jars on the registration table 
for the Silent Auction, please be sure to stop by and submit your guesses.  There are two 
jars.  Winners will be announced on Thursday morning.  Also on Thursday, we will give a 
short report on the total after the Silent Auction is concluded tonight. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity, Worthy Grand Matron Linda and Worthy Grand Patron Cecil,  
to serve on this committee.  It has been a great pleasure and we have had a lot of fun, So 
to see if you were paying attention, what time will the Silent Auction close?  (Response:  
6:15 p.m., tonight) You got it!  Star love, John and Deanne Grant (1); Angela Keck (84) 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: (Applause) Brother John, thank you for your report on our Silent 
Auction. We look forward to the wide variety of items for purchase each year.  Thank you 
for your dedication and time spent in preparation for the auction to benefit our special 
projects and to the Order.  The Silent Auction will close at 6:15 p.m. this evening, so if you 
have not placed a bid, please stop by.  And if you already have, you might need to check on 
it frequently, as your bids may need to be raised if you wish to secure the items you desire!  
Thank you, Brother John. 
 
Cecil Smith: Sister Grand Secretary, are there any announcements that you would like to 
pass on at this time? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary: Thank you, Worthy Grand Patron.  I do have a few 
things to say.  Sister Peggy Hitchcock, would you please rise.  I know I introduced you at 
the very start, but we have more people here now so – she is our Nurse.  So, she will 
always be seated right there with the flag with the little nurse's cross on there and she tries 
to keep an eye on everyone, but please see her if there is a need.  So, thank you Sister 
Peggy, for that service.  (Applause) 
 
The next thing – probably all of you have heard this, but the Grand Secretary is trying 
something different this year.  And that is, when our Proceedings Book came in and when I 
weighed that first book and with the postage having raised this year, by bringing them out 
here, we are going to save Grand Chapter a great deal of money by you picking up your 
books and taking them home.  So if you are a delegate that deserves a Proceedings Book, 
go out to the little table that is beside the Registration Desk and please sign your name that 
you got the book.  And if you are a representative of your Chapter, get your proceedings 
book.  We are going to try it this year and see if it works.  So thank you for much for that. 
 
And then the next thing – I still have not found out who put these up here – these pretty 
flowers – oh, it is the Past Grands Association – the beautiful roses used for the Memorial 



Service for the Past Grands we lost during the past year.  Also, on the Grand Treasurer's 
Table, the beautiful bouquet is from the Past Grands as well.  So thank you. 
 
Another place I would like to say thank you to and that is to the Masonic Home – the 
Nebraska Masonic Home in Plattsmouth – we have a beautiful home.  They donate the 
cookies and coffee every day, and Sister April – are you in the house?  No, she is probably 
out there passing out coffee but go out there and find out about both of our Homes and 
thank them. 
 
I had a few Lost and Founds, but people came and picked them up.  I guess that is it, 
Worthy Grand Patron, thank you. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Thank you, Sister Grand Secretary.  Sister Caryn, could you play us 
another song or two? 
 

Music by the Grand Organist Caryn Ziettlow entertained those in attendance. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: May we now hear a song from the Glory's Glow Choir? 
 

The Glory's Glow Choir entertained with the song, 'Let There Be Peace On 
Earth”.  (Applause) 
  
Cecil Smith, WGP: At this time, our Worthy Grand Matron has a Tribute that she would like 
to share with us. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Actually, I would like to ask April Ott to come forward if she would, 
please. 

                   Tribute to “To God Be the Glory” 

 
April Ott, PM (214):  Good afternoon, Sisters and Brothers, I have been honored to be 
asked by the Worthy Grand Matron to share with you my closing remarks that I used during 
my visit for  Schools of Instruction: 
 
As we, the Chapters in Nebraska and the Grand Family, went forth into our year, we were 
ready to do the work we were assigned to do.  This year's theme for Grand Chapter is “To 
God Be the Glory”. In my schools, I thought I would ask what “glory” is to all of us, but 
before that,I asked myself, “What is the definition of Glory?”  In one of my schools, two 
members   stood up, and one said:    “Glory” is defined as honor.  I stopped and thought 
about the definition for a moment, and then during this Grand Chapter year, our Worthy 
Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron asked us to honor choices by visiting other 
Masonic organizations.  We were asked to honor our membership by attending as many 
meetings as possible and to ask our friends and relatives to become members of our Order.  
We were asked to honor ourselves by taking part in our ritualist work and try to memorize 
something we had never memorized before; to brush up on our speaking parts or to get 
something to read about in our ritual or our Red Book.  Everything started to fit together.  I 
think some of the Masonic Family were shy at the word “Glory” and they learned that it was 
given by extending the left hand with the palm up; and with your right hand, you are going 
to cup your left hand (she demonstrated clasping the hands together) and extend your 
fingers upward and outward, and true to this year's theme, you will have made a butterfly to 
send out into the world ready to honor. 
 
So, as we celebrate this week, during our “To God Be the Glory” Grand Chapter, anytime 
you see or hear the word, “Glory” think of all the things around us that we can honor and 
continue to spread your butterfly wings, and say, “To God Be the Glory”.  Thank you, 
Worthy Grand Matron.  (Applause) 
 
*Cecil Smith, WGP: Sisters and Brothers, we do have an Election at the point.  Just so  
you know, Sster Karan Birdsall had 83 votes, Brother Bill Pickle had 15 votes, and Brother 



Dennis Dubry had 151 votes, which would be a majority.  Having said that, Brother Dennis 
Dubry, you have been elected to the Office of Grand Trustee, do you accept? 
 
Dennis Dubry, PM (261,215,55):  Sisters and Brothers, thank you for the confidence in me 
and with the help of God, I will do the best I can.  Thank you very much.  (Applause) Worthy 
Grand Patron, would you like a short Teller's Report? 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Just a moment, first of all, Sister Sue, if you would destroy any ballots 
at this time.  Thank you.  Alright, Brother Dennis, yes, if you would bring us the Tellers 
Report at this time. 
 

  Report of the Tellers Committee 
 
Dennis Dubry, PM (261,215,55):  :  Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Sisters 
and Brothers:  I would like to introduce the Tellers for the “To God Be the Glory” Grand 
Chapter Session:  Brother Tim Birdsall, Chapter No. 271; Sister Shirley DeVasure, 
Chapters No. 216 and 299; Brother Gene Frizzell, Chapter No. 215; Sister Maril Hauber, 
Chapter No. 299; Sister Rita Lindvall, Chapter No. 35; Brother Fritz McMullin, Chapter No. 
325; Sister Katherine Meink, Chapter No. 84; Sister Sue Terry, Chapters No. 269, 35, 122; 
Sister Laurel Wolfe, Chapters No. 8 and 299; Brother Jack Rahl, Chapter No. 262; and 
Gary Williamson, Chapter No. 215.  I would like to thank all the Tellers for serving on this 
committee.  Oftentimes, not always, our committee does not have much to do, but not 
today.  But it is one – our committee is one of great importance and we always try to see 
that it is fulfilled in a professional and efficient manner.   Thank you, Dennis Dubry, 
Chairman. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP:  (Applause)  Brother Dennis, thank you to you and the Tellers for the 
job you have done.  It is very much appreciated.  And I would also like to commend you, 
Sisters and Brothers, for how we went through that process.  You did it very orderly and I 
feel it was on the up and up, so I would just like to thank you for your participation during 
that process.  Having said that, Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Linda, I pass you back the 
Gavel. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  We will now have the presentation on the Proposed Budget for 2024-
2025 by Sister Cheryl Beckius, Past Grand Matron, Chairman of the Board of Grand 
Trustees.  Sister Cheryl? 
 

                           Grand Trustees Budget Report 
 
Cheryl Beckius, PGM, Chairman of the Board of Grand Trustees:  Thank you, Worthy 
Grand Matron.  The budget for 2024-2025 has been printed and distributed to the members 
of this Grand Chapter.  I trust the voting delegates have reviewed the Budget and have a 
copy with them. 
 
I would like to comment on some of the line items.  The first five line items make up the 
income portion of the budget.  The first four lines, member's annual dues, initiation fees, 
registration fees for this annual Grand Session and miscellaneous income, only make up 
about 3 percent of our annual income.  The remainder of the budget is made from the 
interest and dividend income from the investments.  I stand here in awe at the wisdom and 
foresight of our former leaders to have started investing in our future.  We are privileged to 
have David Kloeckner of Stifel, Nicolaus, and Company as our Investment 
Manager/Advisor.  Since being elected to this committee in 2018, the amount invested has 
increased from 7.4 million to better than 10.9 million.  How blessed we are.  With that being 
said, there is the remaining portion of this page with the cost of maintaining and servicing 
this Grand Jurisdiction.  We all know that the price of absolutely everything is increasing.  
We, as your Trustees, have tried to be practical and thrifty wherever possible, but at the 
same time we want to use our resources to benefit you, our members, where we can.  I will 
highlight some of those line items that you might have questions about: 



 

• Rent and Services:  The lease for the Grand Chapter Office was renewed 
for  another 4 years with an increase of $50.00 per month for the first two 
years and then there will be an additional $50.00 per month for the last two 
years of this lease contract.  The increase in this line item reflects that 
increase. 

• Audit and Professional Fees:  As you can see, we were under budgeted for 
last year, so taking that into consideration along with everything costing 
more, we are anticipating another smaller increase for these reports and 
returns. 

• Miscellaneous Expense: The budget for 2023-24 was set at $13,000 for this 
item, but actual expenses were just under $5,000.  However, there are a few 
expenses expected in the near future, for instance, the chair lift is in need of 
maintenance/repair.  An overload payment was allowed for the Grand 
Secretary as she is working many overtime hours without compensation to 
keep the office on an even keel without a full-time assistant.  The budget for 
the coming year is set at $11,000 which is still less than last year's budget. 

• General Grand Chapter Travel Expense: Reimbursement of certain 
expenses to authorized attendees of General Grand Chapter are made and 
since the Triennium Session in 2021 was cancelled due to COVID, those 
qualifying for that Triennium, plus those qualifying for the upcoming 2024 
Triennium, , will be eligible to receive that reimbursement.  We estimate 
there will be up to 15 qualifying attendees.  This line item is only included 
every three years, but in this instance, it covers 6 years, so double the usual 
cost. 

• Salaries and Related Taxes” These have also increased to reflect a 10% 
raise for the Grand Secretary and allowing for full-time or part-time 
assistance, whichever can be secured.  We value our Grand Secretary and 
appreciate all she does and felt her compensation needed to be 
comparative to others in her situation. 

• ESTARL:  We have not had a budget item for ESTARL for several years as 
they have been self-sustaining.  However, this year with 3 renewals and 2 
new applicants, it is time to contribute to this great program once again. 

•  
With this explanations, are there any questions regarding the proposed 2024-2025 Budget? 
(Hearing none)  Worthy Grand Matron, I move for the adoption of the 2024-2025 Budget. 
 
Cheryl Beckius, PGM, Chairman 
Board of Grand Trustees 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:    No Second is required.  The motion has been made to adopt the 
2024-2025 Budget as presented..  Is there discussion?  (Hearing none)  All those in favor 
of adopting the 2024-2025 Budget as presented, vote by raising their voting card.  Cards 
down. All those opposed, the same sign.  The motion is carried. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Thank you Sister Cheryl and the Grand Trustees for your hard work, 
wisdom, and foresight in all that you do to see that this Grand Chapter has the necessary 
funds to run smoothly.  (Applause) 
 
  

  PROPOSED BUDGET 2024-2025 

 INCOME 

  
2023-2024 
Budget Received 

2024-2025 
Budget 

ANNUAL DUES 8,556.00 8,556.00 8,006.00 

INITIATION FEES 160.00 240.00 160.00 



REGISTRATION FEES 3,500.00 3,900.00 3,000.00 
MISCELLANEOUS 100.00 190.00 100.00 
INTEREST AND DIVIDEND INCOME 390,500.00 447,199.33 408,651.00 
TOTAL INCOME 402,816.00 406,085.33 419,917.00 

                                                EXPENSES  

 
2023-2024 

Budget Spent 
2024-

2025Budget 

GRAND CHAPTER MILEAGE 22,000.00 22,000.00 22,000.00 
GRAND CHAPTER EXPENSE 55,000.00 56,400.62 56,500.00 
GRAND CHAPTER PROCEEDINGS 5,500.00 4,954.96 5,500.00 
INSURANCE AND BONDS 13,500.00 13,076.00 13,500.00 
RENT AND SERVICES 6,700.00 6,800.00 7,300.00 
PRINTING AND STATIONERY 6,000.00 2,932.08 6,000.00 
STORAGE 5,800.00 5894.80 6,000.00 
AUDIT AND PROFESSIONAL FEES 15,000.00 18870.00 19,000.00 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT 12,000.00 8,612.21 12,000.00 
OFFICE EXPENSE 10,000.00 9,132.14 11,000.00 
COMMITTEE OPERATING EXPENSES 16,000.00 

.00 
9,382.64 16,000.00 

MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE 13,000.00 4,950.06 11,000.00 
PINS AND BADGES 4,600.00 2,853.95 4,600.00 
GRAND OFFICERS’ EXPENSE FUND 44,600.00 44,600.00 44,600.00 
GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER LOVE GIFTS 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER DUES 8,556.00 8,556.00 8,016.00 
GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER TRAVEL 0.00 0.00 32,000.00 
FEE TO INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 350.00 350.00 425.00 
GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER   PPOJECTS 11,000.00 11,000.00 12,000.00 
PGM AND PGP JEWELS 1,600.00 1,600.00 1,600.00 
SALARIES AND RELATED TAXES 111,316.00 100,071.58 115,514.28 
HOME MAINTENANCE (MESHC) 15,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 
SUPERVISORS' FUND 18,000.00 15,902.99 18,000.00 
ESTARL--FROM DUES 1,069.50 1,002.00 1,002.00 
ESTARL       0.00 0.00 6,000.00 
MASONIC HOME CARING CLUB 2,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 
RAINBOW FOR GIRLS 7,000.00 7,000.00 7,000.00 
JOB'S DAUGHTERS 7,000.00 7,000.00 7,000.00 
DEMOLAY 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
PUBLIC RELATIONS AND PUBLICITY 1,000.00 1,250.00 1,700.00 
COMMITTEE PROJECT EXPENSES 500.00 654.84 500.00 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 35,000.00 21,800.00 31,600.00 
STAR DOGS OF NE INC. 10,000.00 10,000.00 0.00 
YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 
TOTAL EXPENSES 468,591.50 423,146.87 503,857.28 
REINVESTMENT 0.0 0.00 0.00 
     
GRAND TOTAL 468,591.50 423,146.87 503,857.28 
    
 
 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Brother Gary Brhel, Past Grand Patron, Chairman of Jurisprudence 
will now bring us the Report of the Committee.  
 

                                Report of the Jurisprudence Committee 

 
Gary Brhel, PGP, Chairman of the Jurisprudence Committee:  Thank you, Worthy 
Grand Matron.  I am Gary Brhel, Chairman of the Jurisprudence Committee and I have 
been honored to serve in this capacity for the Nebraska Grand Chapter for the past 6 
years. I would also like to introduce the other members serving on the Jurisprudence 
Committee this year.  They are Sister Wanda Fisher, Susan Andreasen, and Dee Schuetz, 
Past Grand Matrons and Brother Carl Plants, Past Grand Patron.  Pease give these folks a 
hand. (Applause) I wish also to take this opportunity to thank Sister Jan Thoman, Past 



Grand Matron, Grand Secretary for all her help copying, printing, and distributing the 
resolutions and our report, and organizing Zoom meetings.  Thank you, Sister Jan.  
(Applause)  Another important person that we rely on is Brother James Brown Jr., Past 
Grand Patron, as Parliamentarian for his help with clarification of Robert’s Rules of Order, 
our law, and other such questions.  Let's give him a hand, too.  (Applause) 
 
The Jurisprudence Committee submits the following report.  Since a copy of our written 
report in full (including attachments) was included in your registration packet, I move to 
waive the reading of this report. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP:  I second the motion. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: A motion has been made and seconded to waive the reading of 
the Jurisprudence Committee report.  Is there discussion?  Hearing none, all those in 
favor of waiving the reading of the Jurisprudence Committee report (including its 
attachments) vote by raising their voting card. Cards down.  All those opposed, same sign.  
The motion is carried, and the Report will not be read. 
 
Gary Brhel, PGP, Chairman:  I would like to submit a Supplemental Report for the Grand 

Chapter.  Since I wrote the Jurisprudence Report on March 15

th

 of 2024, we received  
bylaw change from another Chapter making a total number of Chapters submitting bylaw 
changes to ten.  This Chapter proposed a dues increase.  I request this Supplemental 
Report be attached to the Report of the Jurisprudence Committee.  I move that the report 
of the Jurisprudence Committee, including the attachments and Supplemental 
Report, be adopted. 
 
Wanda Fisher, PGM, Member of Jurisprudence:  I second the motion. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGP: A motion has been made and seconded to adopt the Report of 
the Jurisdiction Committee with the Attachments and Supplemental Report.  Is there 
discussion?  (Hearing None) All those in favor of adopting the Report of the Jurisprudence 
Report, including the Attachments and Supplement Report, vote by raising your voting card.  
(Vote) All opposed, same sign.  (No cards) The motion is carried and the report is 
adopted. 
 
 WRITTEN REPORT OF THE JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE 
 
The Jurisprudence Committee submits the following report to the members of Grand 
Chapter: 
 
The first Meeting was held on October 28, 2023 at the Masonic Center in Hastings in 
conjunction with the All Committee Meeting.  Reset were Gary Brhel, PGP, Chairman; Carl 
Plants, PGP, Susan Andreasen, PGM; and Dee Schuetz, PGM, Wanda Fisher, PGM, was ill 
and not able to attend in person.  She later joined the meeting by phone.  Guests for part of 
the meeting were Worthy Grand Matron Linda Dubry and Worthy Grand Patron Lucian 
Cecil Smith. 
 
The meeting usually scheduled during Grand Chapter's School of Instruction was not held 
because of inclement weather and most of the committee's work had been conducted 
virtually by emails and texts. 
 
On March 8, 2024, the Annual Meeting of the Jurisprudence Committee was held at the 
Grand Lodge Conference Room in Lincoln, NE.  All Jurisprudence Committee members 
were present in person or on Zoom.  Invited guests present were Associate Grand Patron 
Brother Keith Lindvall; Grand Conductress Sister Gloria Guern; Grand Marshal, Brother 
Dennis Rix; and Sister Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary.  Attending the meeting by 
Zoom were Worthy Grand Matron Linda Dubry; Worthy Grand Patron Lucian Cecil Smith; 



Associate Grand Matron Sister Sheli Rice; and Grand Warder, Sister Kerri Straub.  Unable 
to attend were Associate Grand Conductress Sister Andrea Stewart; Grand Sentinel 
Brother Rick Baker; and Brother James F. Brown, Jr,, Past Grand Patron, Parliamentarian.  
Business conducted was to review and approve two Resolutions, 2024 Standing Rules, 
2024 Ballots and Guidelines for the Jurisprudence Committee.  In order to provide for a 
uniform and professional Red Book, the Red Book Editing Rules were created and 
reviewed.  These rules help ensure that future edits of the Red Book are uniform, while 
ensuring the online version of the Red Book would be the same as the hard copy supplied 
by the Grand Secretary. 
 
During the term of this Committee and the time between the writing of this report and 2024 
Grand Chapter, the Committee corresponded with emails and/or telephone calls regarding 
necessary decisions. 
 
The Jurisprudence Committee submits the following report as of March 15, 2024: 
 
SUBORDINATE CHAPTER BYLAWS: The Committee examined and approved Bylaws 
submitted by nine Subordinate Chapters: 
 

• Six chapters changed their dates. 

• One chapter changed their meeting date and time and location. 

• Five chapters changed their meeting tie. 

• Four chapters added rules for fifty and plus members so they would not be 
suspended for non-payment of dues. 

• Two chapters changed their order of business. 

• Two chapters updated their voting requirement on bylaws and changes were to 
be submitted to the Jurisprudence Committee. 

• Two chapters updated the committees the Worthy Matron must appoint. 

• One Chapter added a committee to inventory physical property of the chapter. 

• One chapter changed added language for postponed meetings' 

• One chapter changed added language for special meetings. 

• One chapter updated their legal name. 

• Two chapters changed the salaries of their Secretary and Treasurer. 

• Two chapters changed the date to present the budget , modified Trustee duties, 
redefined duties of the officers and added voting for officers by acclamation. 

• One chapter updated rules for nonpayment of dues. 
 
All amendments to bylaws were approved as submitted or adjusted. 
 
BYLWS AND RED BOOK CHANGES: The Bylaws approved by the vote of the 2023 
Grand Chapter were codified and changes provided to the Grand Secretary.  Updates were 
noted online as soon as possible after Grand Chapter.  Due to computer issues, the Grand 
Secretary asked me to send the entire PDF version of the Red Book File to our Webmaster 
Sister Kerri Straub.  Normally, the Grand Secretary submits the updated version of the Red 
Book to the Webmaster.  Updates will be noted online as soon as possible after Grand 
Chapter. 
 
QUESTIONS UNDER SEAL: The Worthy Grand Matron received phone calls and emails 
with questions that were not under seal.  The only question she received under seal was for 
a dispensation, other than the letters received regarding consolidation.  The letter 
requesting the dispensation was received first as an email, but the Chapter Secretary 
chose to mail a paper copy because it was official business.  One of the chapters seeking 
consolidation did not sign the documents regarding consolidation, but just typed the 
signature.  The Worthy Grand Matron always felt that anything you certify musts have both 
the raised seal and your signature.  She has used the Grand Chapter Seal at least 34 times 
in issuing dispensation and consolidation completion documents.  Almost all of the requests 
for dispensations were done by email or phone call.  After a study of each question, with 



reference to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska, the Book of 
Instruction, the Ritual, General Grand Chapter Law, and consulting with members of the 
Jurisprudence Committee, Parliamentarian, and her Advisory Board, she answered the 
questions requested by each Subordinate Chapter. 
 
IRREGULARITIES: Irregularities were compiled from the report of the 2023 District Grand 
Supervisors' Schools of Instruction.  They were reviewed and signed by the Jurisprudence 
Committee.  They were presented by the Worthy Grand Matron to the 2024 District Grand 
Supervisors at their School in January 2024. 
 
STANDING RULES FOR 2024: The Standing Rules of the Grand Chapter of the Order of 
the Eastern Star of the State of Nebraska were reviewed, amended, approved, and are 
attached to this report. 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  Resolution 01-24 and 02-24 were referred by law to this committee for 
their consideration.  All resolutions were found to be in proper form, have been printed and 
are in the hands of the voting delegates, and are hereby attached and made a part of this 
report. 
 
Resolution 01-24.  This resolution is to amend Section 26 Standing Committees of the 
Bylaws Governing the Subordinate Chapter of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska by adding 
Fraternal Relations Committee. 
 
Resolution 02-24.  This resolution is to amend Article 6, Section 1 of the Constitution of the 
Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star of the State of Nebraska to change the 
qualifications for the Grand Organists.  Since this is an amendment to our Constitution it 
must lay over until the 2025 Annual Session of Grand Chapter to be voted upon. 
 
BALLOTS: At the March 8, 2024 meeting of the Jurisprudence Committee, the ballot form 
was submitted, reviewed, approved and the Grand Secretary was instructed to prepare the 
ballots for the 2024 Grand Chapter Session. 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Gary Brhel, PGP, Chairmanship    
  Wanda Fisher, PGM 
  Carl Plants, PGP 
  Susan Andreasen, PGM 
  Dee Schuetz, PGM 
 

          Standing rules of the Grand Chapter of the 

   Order 0f the Eastern Star of the State of Nebraska 

 
1. The Tenets of the Order and the Obligations of the Order, previously taken, shall strictly 

govern the actions of the delegates and members at all times. 

 

2.  Parliamentary Authority: “Roberts’ rules of Order, Newly Revised” shall govern this 

Grand chapter insofar as it is not inconsistent with the Constitution and Bylaws of Grand 

Chapter or with these Standing rules. 

 

3. Subject only to the right of timely appeal in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order, 

Newly Revised, all parliamentary rulings and decisions shall be final when made by the 

chair, that is, by the worthy Grand Matron or by the Worthy Grand Patron, when requested 

to preside over the Session by the Worthy Grand Matron. 

 

4.  A Proponent, a signer of the Resolution, must present their Resolution for consideration 

by the assembly. 



 

5. Debate and Voting Rights: Only delegates properly registered with the Credential 

Committee by noon on Wednesday shall be entitled to make motions, make nominations 

for offices, take the floor for debate, and vote. 

 

6. Addressing the Grand Chapter Session:  To obtain the floor to address the Session, the 

registered delegate shall be present at the nearest microphone, address the presiding 

officer, state her or his name, title, and chapter, and wait for recognition by the presiding 

officer to proceed.  If speaking to a question properly before the Session, the delegate shall 

state whether she or he is for or against the question. 

 

7. Nomination shall be made for all elective offices and if there is not more than one such 

nomination, election may be had by acclamation.  If there is more than one nomination for 

an office, voting will be by written ballot. 

 

8. There will be no demonstrations, clapping, or cheering in the Session Assembly during 

the election process, especially during and following the announcement of the result of the 

ballot. It is the duty of the Chair to strictly enforce the rule. 

 

9. The Jurisprudence Committee shall be required to read: 

 A.  The proposed change. 

 B.  The rationale for the change. 

 C.  The entire Bylaw Section as amended. 

 

10. Any delegate presenting a motion to amend a pending resolution must immediately 

present a copy thereof, in writing, to the Grand Secretary for use by the chair and for the 

purpose of notation into the minutes of the Session. 

 

11. Limitation on Debate: Debate shall be limited to two minutes for each speaker on each 

question.  The proponent of a pending question will be the first speaker recognized if she or 

he desires to speak to the question.  There shall be no more than three delegates 

recognized to speak for the proposition and three delegates to speak against the 

proposition, except that the proponent may speak a second time for an additional two 

minutes before the vote is taken.  No other delegate may speak more than once on the 

same question unless permission is granted by a two-thirds vote of the eligible voters or by 

the presiding officer. 

 

12.  Taking the Vote:   When a vote is required to dispose of any Resolution or other 

business before the Session, the affirmative and negative of such vote shall be taken 

directly on the question. 

 

13. Requesting a Ballot Vote: Upon motion, which is undebatable, properly made, 

seconded and adopted by majority vote, a ballot shall be required on any pending question.  

After such ballots have been closed, business shall proceed while the ballots are being 

counted.  As soon as the ballot count is complete, the result shall be announced.  The 

ruling of the Chairman of the Tellers regarding the validity of any of the ballots is final and 

not subject to appeal. 

 
Linda Dubry, WGM; I received many phone calls and emails with questions that were not 
under seal. I did receive a request for a dispensation under seal from a chapter, who also 
made the request by email, along with letters from Chapters seeking consolidation. After 
study of each question, with reference to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Grand Chapter 
of Nebraska, the Book of Instruction, the Ritual and General Grand Chapter Law, and 
consultation with members of the Jurisprudence Committee, these questions were 
answered to the best of my ability. 



 
Linda Dubry, WGM: The list of Irregularities as reported by the 2023 District Grand 
Supervisors, was submitted to the Jurisprudence Committee and presented to the District 
Grand Supervisors at the 2024 School of Instruction. No further report or action is required. 
 

                      APPROVAL OF STANDING RULES 
 
Gary Brhel, PGP:  Chairman, Jurisprudence Committee:  Worthy Grand Matron, the 
Standing Rules have been previously printed and distributed as an attachment to the 
Written Report of the Jurisprudence Committee. Because the written report of the 
Jurisprudence Committee with its attachments and Supplemental Report was adopted, the 
2024 Standing Rules were also adopted. Item nine of the Standing Rules as adopted, says 
that the Jurisprudence Committee shall be required to read the proposed change, the 
rationale for the change, and the entire Bylaw section as amended. I shall proceed to do 
so. Each member should have a copy of the proposed amendments if you would like to 
follow along.  I would remind you that when a vote is required it shall be adopted or passed 
by a two-thirds affirmative vote for approval. 
 

       ACTIONS TAKEN ON RESOLUTIONS 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: We will now proceed with the resolutions and business of Grand 
Chapter.  All voting delegates have received copies of these resolutions in their packets. If 
you wish to speak on a resolution, I would advise you to move to the nearest microphone 
and be ready to address the assembly when discussion is called. Every voting delegate 
has the right to address the assembly. If you wish to address the assembly, please state 
your name, title, Chapter name and number, and town. Then wait for recognition from the 
chair. Then state whether you are “for” or “against” the proposed resolution. There will be a 
two-minute time limit for each speaker. We will strictly enforce this limit. 
 
Gary Brhel, PGP, Chairman of Jurisprudence:  RESOLUTION 01-24. This resolution 
would allow Section 26 of the Bylaws Governing the Grand Chapter of the Order of the 
Eastern Star of the State of Nebraska, for a Fraternal Relations Committee be added to the 
list of Standing Committees. 
 
The rationale for this change: As the Fraternal Relations Committee has been a Special 
Committee since 2008”, 16 years ago, and “as good relations with the Nebraska Grand 
Lodge and Masonic Appendant Bodies in NE is and will be a continuous necessity, the 
Fraternal Relations Committee should be a Standing Committee”. 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Section 26. STANDING COMMITTEES. At the time of her installation, the Worthy Grand 
Matron shall appoint the necessary members on the following Committees: 
 
BENEVOLENCE 
EDUCATIONAL LOAN 
ESTARL (HAROLD T. LANDERYOU MEMORIAL FUND) 
FRATERNAL RELATIONS 
JURISPRUDENCE 
MEMBERSHIP 
PUBLICITY 
SCHOLARSHIP 
SERVICE AND THERAPY DOGS 
YOUTH 
 
The membership and duties of such Standing Committees shall be as follows: 
 
(1) BENEVOLENCE COMMITTEE. The Benevolence Committee shall consist of five (5) 



members. The Worthy Grand Matron shall appoint one (1) member for a term of five (5) 
years. The senior member shall serve as Chairperson. 
 
They shall investigate and approve all applications for relief of members of the Order of the 
Eastern Star and/or their families referred to them and forward their recommendations to 
the Board of Grand Trustees for approval. 
 
(2) EDUCATIONAL LOAN COMMITTEE. The Educational Loan Committee shall consist of 
five (5) members. The Worthy Grand Matron shall appoint one (1) member for a term of five 
(5) years. The senior member shall serve as Chairperson. 
They shall investigate and approve all qualified loan applications of the members of the 
Order of the Eastern Star in Nebraska and their relatives or legal wards and make 
appropriate decisions regarding their disposition. A loan must be approved by three (3) 
members of the committee for it to be granted. All applicants for loans must be at least 
eighteen (18) years of age or a graduate of high school.  The maximum amount loaned to 
anyone (1) applicant for undergraduate or college work shall not be more than the amount 
suggested by the Educational Loan Committee, approved by the Board of Grand Trustees, 
and recorded by the Grand Secretary. Interest rates shall be determined and recorded in a 
like manner.  Applicants will be required to sign notes for the loans and they will be asked to 
obtain a co-signer, preferably a parent or guardian.  All loan notes shall be for a period not 
to exceed four (4) years and may be renewed when due, if necessary, or repaid by 
installment payments.  Application blanks, before and after completion, shall be filed in the 
office of the Grand Secretary. 
The Educational Loan Committee, the Grand Secretary and the Grand Trustees shall make 
all reasonable efforts to collect the loans when due. If and when, notes are determined to 
be not collectible, the Grand Trustees may charge them off as they deem necessary.  The 
assets of the Educational Loan Fund are to be segregated for investment and accounting 
purposes. 
(3) ESTARL COMMITTEE (HAROLD T. LANDERYOU MEMORIAL FUND). The ESTARL 
Committee shall consist of five (5) members. The Worthy Grand Matron shall appoint one 
(1) member for a term of five (5) years. The senior member shall serve as Chairperson. The 
Committee shall establish that all applicants meet the eligibility requirements according to 
the Bylaws of the Grand Chapter and the Committee Guidelines, the latter of which are 
subject to the Worthy Grand Matron’s approval. Once the Board of Grand Trustees has 
determined the amount of funds available, the Committee shall decide who will receive 
grants and the amount to be awarded to each eligible recipient. ESTARL funds are to be 
used to assist persons preparing for a religious vocation. 
(4) FRATERNAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE. The Fraternal Relations Committee shall 
consist of five (5) members. The Worthy Grand Matron shall appoint one (1) member for a 
term of five (5) years. The senior member shall serve as Chairperson.  They shall work with 
the WGM to promote strong and healthy relations with the Grand Lodge of NE AF & AM 
and Masonic Appendant Bodies in NE. They shall work with the WGM to promote frequent 
and positive interactions between OES Subordinate Chapters in NE. 
(5) JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE. The Jurisprudence Committee shall consist of five (5) 
members who shall be Past Grand Matrons or Past Grand Patrons, and of whom at least 
three (3) shall be Sisters. The Worthy Grand Matron shall appoint one (1) member for a 
term of five (5) years, but no one can be appointed to the Jurisprudence Committee after 
being elected a Grand Trustee until after the term of Grand Trustee is expired. No one may 
be elected as a Grand Trustee while serving on the Jurisprudence Committee. The senior 
member shall serve as Chairperson and no member shall succeed her or himself. 
All questions, documents, papers, and decisions of law and its usage shall be referred to 
the Jurisprudence Committee.  They shall examine all Bylaws and Amendments submitted 
by Chapters and approve or disapprove the same.  They shall digest the various approved 
decisions of the Worthy Grand Matron and reconcile the same in the form of additional 
laws. They shall consider all resolutions affecting legislation, including the revision or 
amending of the Constitution and Bylaws and report thereon in writing.  They shall 
reconcile the Resolutions approved by the membership and submit them in the form of 
enacted laws, renumbering the Law Book or any section of it, as necessary from time to 



time. They shall have control over the form of the Grand Chapter Proceedings and all 
matters contained therein. 
(6) MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE. The Membership Committee shall consist of five (5) 
members. The Worthy Grand Matron shall appoint one (1) member for a term of five (5) 
years.  The senior member shall serve as Chairperson.  They shall work with the Worthy 
Grand Matron in promoting membership in this Grand Jurisdiction. 
(7) PUBLICITY COMMITTEE. The Publicity Committee shall consist of five (5) members. 
The Worthy Grand Matron shall appoint one (1) member for a term of five (5) years. The 
senior member shall serve as Chairperson.  They shall work with the Worthy Grand Matron 
on matters concerning public relations and publicity in this Grand Jurisdiction. 
(8) SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE. The Scholarship Committee shall consist of five (5) 
members. The Worthy Grand Matron shall appoint one member for a term of five (5) years. 
The senior member shall serve as Chairperson. They shall work with the Worthy Grand 
Matron and the Board of Grand Trustees in establishing and maintaining guidelines for the 
Grand Chapter High School Scholarship Program, the Masonic Youth Scholarships, and 
such other scholarship programs as may be implemented by the Grand Chapter. They shall 
work with the Grand Secretary in the promotion and administration of these scholarships.  
They shall receive applications for the Masonic Youth Scholarships and other scholarship 
programs that may be implemented which would require an application process, determine 
the recipients of such scholarships and see that proper presentations are made to the 
recipients. 
(9) SERVICE AND THERAPY DOG COMMITTEE: The Service and Therapy Dog 
Committee shall consist of five (5) members. The Worthy Grand Matron shall appoint one 
member for a term of five (5) years. The senior member shall serve as the Chairperson. 
They shall work with the Worthy Grand Matron and the General Grand Chapter Service 
Dog Committee member assigned to the Nebraska Grand Jurisdiction in advocating for the 
Service and Therapy Dog philanthropy of the Order, utilizing the guidelines established by 
the General Grand Chapter. 
(10) YOUTH COMMITTEE. The Youth Committee shall consist of five (5) members. The 
Worthy Grand Matron shall appoint one (1) member for a term of five (5) years. The senior 
member shall serve as Chairperson.  They shall work with the Worthy Grand Matron on 
matters concerning the youth in the State of Nebraska. Where Masonic Youth Groups exist, 
the Committee shall work with their Leaders; in areas where Masonic Youth Groups do not 
exist, but Eastern Star Chapters do, the Committee shall work with the Chapter(s) to 
establish and sponsor Masonic Youth Groups; and finally, where neither an Eastern Star 
Chapter nor a Masonic Youth Group exists, the Committee shall assist in programs that 
provide services to the community at large such as Scholarships, Band Camp, Leadership 
Conferences, Chip Events, etc. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Is there any discussion? 
 
Cecil Smith, PM (189): Worthy Grand Matron, Cecil Smith, Associate Patron, Home 
Chapter No. 189, Plattsmouth, Nebraska.  I stand in favor of this resolution for adding the 
Fraternal Relations Committee as a Standing Committee for the reasons given in the 
Resolution.  It has been cast as a Special Committee for the past 16 years and it seems 
best to make it a Standing Committee so we don't have to do that every year.  My second 
reason is we should try to keep good relationships with our Grand Lodge and other 
Appendant Bodies.  Thank you. 
 
Emily Schoenleber, PM (94):  Worthy Grand Matron, Emily Schoenleber, Mrytle Chapter 
and I have a question.   
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Emily? 
 
Emily Schoenleber:   My question is:  Will this have a financial impact with this – in other 
words, how would moving this committee from a Special Committee to a Standing 
Committee impact finance.  Would that entitle those members for compensation and 
receive copies of the Procedures? So, I wanted to know the financial impact of this change. 



 
Cecil Smith (189), Proponent: Worthy Grand Matron, thank you, Sister Emily for the 
question.  I did not do a financial report to see what if this passes what the difference might 
be, but it shouldn't be different than it has been for the past 16 years. But to answer your 
question, “No, I did not do that”.  Thank you. 
 
Emily Schoenleber: Okay, thank you. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Is there further discussion?  Hearing none, Is there a motion? 
 
Cecil Smith, (189), Proponent:  Worthy Grand Matron, I would propose that this 
Resolution be put forth for a vote.  Thank you. 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM:  I second. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:    It has been moved and seconded that we proceed with the 
adoption of this resolution.  All those in favor, raise your voting card (Cards up).  Cards 
down.  All those opposed.  (Cards up) Cards down.  The Resolution has been adopted. 
 

         RESOLUTION 02-24 
 
Gary Brhel, PGP, Chairman, Jurisprudence:   This resolution would amend Article 

6, Section 1, Constitution of the Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star of the State 
of Nebraska, Qualifications for the Grand Organist. 
 
Rationale: Finding Grand Organists is becoming increasingly more difficult and having the 
requirement of being a Past Matron or Past Patron does not affect their qualification as a 
skilled musician.  Being the Organist in a subordinate chapter might not have allowed them 
to take a position in the East because of the desire for a talented musician to be at the 
instrument.  It is not intended that a Grand Organist appointed under this proposed section 
would be eligible to serve as any other appointed or elected Grand Officer without having 
first served as Worthy Matron or Worthy Patron. 
 
If adopted, Article 6, Section 1, Qualifications for Office would be changed to read: 
Article 6, Section 1. Qualifications for Office.  Only members qualified as follows shall be 
eligible for office: 

() Past Matrons and Past Patrons of Chapters in Nebraska, who live 
within the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter, and those who live in other 
jurisdictions, and who are active and in good standing in one of the 
Nebraska Chapters. 

() Past Matrons and Past Patrons of Chapters in Nebraska where 
Charters have been surrendered, provided they are in good standing in 
one of the Chapters of this Grand Chapter and who live within the 
jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter. 

() Exception to Section 1, (1) and (2); only a Sister or Brother who is 
active and in good standing in Nebraska Chapters may be appointed to 
the office of Grand Organist without having served as Worthy Matron 
or Worthy Patron. 

() In no case shall more than two officers of the Grand Chapter, elected or 
appointed, be chosen from the same Chapter.  In no case shall a 
Worthy Grand Matron or Worthy Grand Patron, upon completion of her 
or his term of office, be eligible for an elected office for a period of one 
(1) year. 

() Electioneering or solicitation shall disqualify an eligible member except 
as follows: 
When a vacancy occurs or will occur in the office of a salaried Grand 
Officer, it shall not be considered electioneering or solicitation if an 
eligible Past Matron or Past Patron of this jurisdiction requests 



information from the Grand Trustees regarding salary and financial 
benefits of the office. 
 
An interested Past Matron or Past Patron may request her/his name 
and a brief resume of education, business experience and 
qualifications be furnished to the voting members prior to the election 
of Grand Officers. 
 
These interested members shall not be considered the only ones 
eligible for election.  Any Past Matron or Past Patron in this Grand 
Jurisdiction is eligible for election. 

 
Gary Brhel, PGP, Chairman, Jurisprudence:  Since this resolution would amend Article 
6, Section 1, Constitution of the Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star of the State 
of Nebraska; it must lay over until the 2025 session of the Nebraska Grand Chapter for 
consideration. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: This concludes the consideration of Resolutions before this Grand 
Chapter session.   
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Brother Dennis and all the Tellers for the outstanding and 
very efficient manner in which the election was conducted.  We appreciate your help. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Brother Cecil and I wish to congratulate each of the newly elected 
Grand Officers.  You will join with us in extending our heartfelt congratulations to these 
brothers and sisters and wish them well in their coming year.  I wish them well in the 
coming year.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Brother James Brown Jr., our Parliamentarian, we thank you for 
being here to assure us that we are following proper parliamentary procedures.  We 
appreciate your help.  (Applause) 
  
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, once again, Glory’s Glow Choir, for your beautiful music 
and Sister Caryn, for yours as well.  And thank you, Sister April Ott for your presentation.  I 
really appreciate that.  Is there any further business to come before this Grand Chapter? 
 
Sheli Rice, AGM: Worthy Grand Matron? 
 
Linda Dubry: Sister Sheli? 
 
                     REQUEST FOR AN OPEN INSTALLATION 
 
Sheli Rice, AGM: I am making a motion to have an open installation for the 2024-2025 
Grand Officers. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Is there a second for this motion that we have an Open installation for 
the 2024-2025 Grand Officers? 
 
Keith Lindvall, AGP: I second the motion. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: It has been moved and seconded to have an Open Installation for 
the 2024-2025 Grand Officers.  All those in favor, signify by raising your voting card 
(Cards up) Cards down.  All those opposed, same sign.  The motion has passed - We will 
have an Open Installation for the 2024-2025 Grand Officers. 
 
Sheli Rice, AGM: Worthy Grand Matron? 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Sheli. 



 
Sheli Rice, AGM:   I make a motion to allow our Grand Chapter to make changes to 
the Red Book to coincide with changes that may be made and approved at General 
Grand Chapter in October of 2024. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  It has been moved that the Grand Chapter be allowed to make any 
changes necessary to the Red Book as a result of any legislation made by General Grand 
Grand Chapter at the Triennial Session in October of 2024.  Is there a second. 
 
Keith Lindvall, AGP:  I second that motion. 
 
Linday Dubry, WGM:  We have a motion and a second to allow the Grand Chapter to 
make any changes necessary to the Red Book due to legislation enacted by the 
Triennial Session in October 2024.  All in favor, signify by raising your voting cards; Card 
down.  All opposed, same sign.  Cards down.  The motion is adopted. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  We hope to see many of you at the “Make Me a Blessing” Line 
Officers Banquet this evening.  Please be back here at 6:00 to enjoy the Musical Selections 
by Sisters Karla Lawler, Grand Treasurer, and Caryn Ziettlow, Grand Organist; followed by 
the Children’s Home Program at 6:15 p.m. You do not want to miss it.  The Children’s 
Program and Awards will be followed by the Opening Formations and the Ceremony of 
Initiation.  Please join us.  You won’t be disappointed.  The Silent Auction will be closing at 
6:15 this evening, so you will want to check on any items you are bidding on before that 
time. Sister Grand Secretary, are there any announcements at this time? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary: There is none within my knowledge, Worthy Grand 
Matron. 
 

The Worthy Grand Matron instructed the Grand Conductress to close the Bible 
on the Altar.  She then directed the Grand Marshal to proclaim the Grand Chapter 
called from Labor to Refreshment to reconvene at 7:00 p,m.  The Grand Officers 
retired informally. 

 

  WEDNESDAY EVENING, MAY 16, 2023 

                 6:15 P.M. 

   CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 

 

Beginning at 6:00 p.m., members enjoyed musical selections played by Sisters 

Karla Lawler, Grand Treasurer, and Caryn Ziettlow, Grand Organist.  At 6:15 

p.m., children from the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children began their 

program.  Brother Ron Giesselmann, Executive Director of the Masonic-Eastern 

Star Home for Children in Fremont, welcomed the membership to the annual 

presentation by the Children.  This year’s presentation was the Band. The Most 

Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Matron, and Worthy Grand Patron were 

escorted by Brayden and Seda, residents of the Children’s Home, to special 

chairs on the floor of the Grand Chapter Room to watch the program. 

 
Ron Giesselmann, Executive Director of the MESCH: Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy 

Grand Patron, Sisters, Brothers, and Friends, we appreciate your invitation to entertain you 

at the great State of Nebraska’s Grand Chapter.  Who doesn't like a good pep rally fight 

song to get you into the mood for a Husker event?  (Applause) Prepare yourselves for a 

few uplifting gridiron songs. 

 

The Band played one of the University of Nebraska’s fight songs and the 

audience participated with the traditional “Go Big Red” chant.  (Applause) 



 
Jeremy Murman, Band Director: Once again, thank you so much for having us.  I have 

enjoyed working with these students this first semester.  We have kind of put together a 

variety of songs that tickle the toes and also to feature the different people here and their 

different instruments.  When we sat down in January, we talked a little bit about what kind 

of songs they liked to play, what would be fun to play here and they all have a little bit of 

interests in a lot of different things, so we started a pep band that can perform at a football 

or basketball game or whatever it might be. 

 

The Band then then performed a number of old familiar and upbeat songs for the 

audience with some individuals in the band featured during part of the 

performance. 

 
Ron Giesselmann:  Thank you, that was really good.  They practice every Wednesday 

night after supper time, and they do a heck of a job.  What I would like to do now is to 

introduce the members of the band, so if you would come up here with the non-members 

on the stage:  On trumpet, we have Carter; on flute, we have Alyzabeth; on Clarinet, we 

have Scarlett; on Guitar, Hector; on Drums, Dylan, and Keyboard, Izzy.  Our Band Director 

is Jeremy Murman.  (Applause)  As most of you know,  we have a fishing derby every 

summer – we have local Masons who sponsor that and come out and help – and one of 

those Masons used to be my band teacher, and he came up with the idea to come out and 

work with some of the kids and teach them how to play an instrument and form a band.    

Now Bob is not able to be with us, but Jeremy has been very kind to come out and help us 

out and we appreciate what he is doing and thank him very much for doing that.  

(Applause) He is a friend of Youth Director, Todd, so Todd, thank you for that.  (Applause) 

 

Ron Giesselmann:  We didn't bring all of the children and staff with us this year, just a part 

of them and I would like to introduce the staff members that did make the trip:  Staff 

members, please stand when your name is called:  Youth Director , Todd Thomason – he 

has been around for awhile; our Navigator, Jacci; our Summer Intern, Ryan; and Morris 

Cottage House Parents. Jennifer and Cheryl.  (Applause) Morris is where the boys live, so 

they gave them a ride out here.   

 

Ron Giesselmann: So Carter and Jessica, please escort the Worthy Grand Matron and 

Worthy Grand Patron to the East and then return to your seats. 

 

The Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron were escorted to the East 

following the performance by the band. 

 
Ron Giesselmann: For those of you who don't know, the Worthy Grand Matron is a 

member of the Board of Directors during her tenure.  Linda was involved in the construction 

of our soon-to-be Technology Center.  It is a building 85 by 133 feet with 4 different rooms – 

and I will talk more about that tomorrow but is a pretty big deal – and our cow/calf nursery, 

which is also a good deal because it helps a lot with the cattle.  So thank you, Linda, for 

being a very important part of the Children's Home – we appreciate that.   So now, Carter 

and Jessica, please come to the podium, so you can present the gifts.  Worthy Grand 

Matron and Worthy Grand Patron, if you would please stand?  Both Linda and Cecil have 

played instrumental parts to the Children's Home.  For their work and dedication, with 

gratitude, we present each of them with a gift – and our gift is a plaque, showing our 

gratitude to them.   

 

Jessica presented the gift to the Worthy Grand and Carter presented the gift to 

the Worthy Grand Patron.  (Applause) 

 



Ron Giesselmann: Hopefully you will look at your plaque in years to come and remember 

many happy memories that you have put into the Children's Home.   

 

Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Ron, and I would like to thank the Board.  It has been a 

wonderful year.  There were times when I couldn't make it down there in person, but I was 

able to join by Teleconference, and I really appreciated that.  Our Chapter meeting is at 

5:30 on the same night that the Board meets at 10:00 in the morning, and it is quite a haul 

to get back and forth, so I really did appreciate it.  And I was able to make it out a couple of 

times and it was wonderful seeing the children and to be able to see what was going on 

with the development and all of that.  Thank you, it has been such a delight.  It has been 

fun! 

 

Cecil Smith, WGP: Thank you, Ron, I appreciate this.  Your kids did a good job with the 

patriotic music and we enjoyed them very much.  (Applause) 

 

Ron Giesselmann: From the Past Grands' Association, would Past Grand Matron Sister 

Wanda Fisher please come to the podium?  We would like you to present the awards for 

the highest GPA. 

 

Wanda Fisher, PGM, President of the Past Grands' Association:  Thank you.  I was 

impressed by the music, especially by the drums – I liked the beat!  It makes my feet move!  

It was a wonderful performance from all of you.  We look forward to your program every 

year, and you never disappoint us.  We appreciate the time and effort your put into 

preparing for it.  In an effort to recognize and award students with good study skills, the 

Past Grands' Association of Nebraska, Order of the Eastern Star developed an award that 

recognizes those from the Masonic Eastern Star Home for Children with the highest Grand 

Point Average in his or her cottage.  The 2024 winners are as follows: Jessica, please 

come to the podium. 

 

Jessica is a Junior at Fremont High School.  She attended her first prom a few weeks ago.  

She won the Valentine's Day Bowling Tournament in the girls' division.  She earned three 

Teacher's Choice awards for being respectful and responsible.  Jessica loves to work out 

with her calf, Snickers.  Jessica, we have an award for you.   

 

Jessica: Thank you.  (Applause) 

 

Wanda Fisher, PGM: Will Lilly B., please come to the podium?   

 

Ron Giesselmann: She is not here tonight. 

 

Wanda Fisher, PGM: Oh, okay.  Thank you.  Would Scarlett, please come to the podium? 

Scarlett is in the 7th grade at Fremont Middle School.  Her favorite activities are singing, 

reading and drawing Her calf won Grand Champion at the Fair last year.  Good work! 

Scarlett would like to be a model and/or work in the fashion industry. 

 

Scarlett: Thank you.  (Applause) 

 

Wanda Fisher, PGM: Would Jacob please come to the podium?  Jacob is a sophomore at 

Fremont High School.  He won the Valentine's Day Bowling Tournament in the boys' 

division.  He like to skateboard in his free time.  Jacob would like a career in the trades – 

specifically, a welder. 

 

Jacob: Thank you.  (Applause) 

 

Wanda Fisher, PGM: Congratulations to each of you.  (Applause) We wish you the best in 

all of your endeavors. 



 

Ron Giesselmann: Thank you, Wanda, for presenting the high GPA Awards.  From the 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska, Order of the Eastern Star, would Sue Andreasen, Past Grand 

Matron, please come to the podium? We would like for you to present the Jane C. 

Thompson Citizenship Award.  It should be noted that Sue is on the Children's Home of 

Board of Directors and she is the Chairperson of the All Service Committee, which is 

possibly one of the most demanding things we have, so we really appreciate the work that 

you have done.  (Applause) 

 

Sue Andreasen, PGM, Member of the Board of Directors of the MESHC: Thank you, 

Brother Ron, Each year, the child who displays the best traits of being a good citizen in 

their cottage is chosen to receive the Jane C. Thompson Citizenship Award.  Who was 

Jane C. Thompson?  Well, she was the mother of Elizabeth Ray and the award has been 

named in her honor.  Elizabeth was appointed as a Grand Representative of Connecticut in 

Nebraska way back in the late 50's.  When Elizabeth and her husband visited Nebraska, 

they paid a visit to the Children's Home in Fremont and were so impressed that some years 

later they gave a sum of money to be invested so that the income from the investment 

could be used each year to provide citizenship awards as a means to encourage the 

children “to get along with others and inspire others to do the same”.  This year's winners 

are: 

 

Will Seda please come to the podium?  Seda is in the 6th grade at Johnson Crossing.  She 

won numerous art awards at school and at the fair.  She participates in Art Masters and 

Choir at school.  Seda likes to work at the farm with her calf.  Congratulations, Seda.  

(Applause) 

 

Will Alicia please come to the podium?  Alicia is a Junior at Fremont High School and the 

President of our 4-H Club at the Home.  In her spare time, she likes to make bracelets and 

play volleyball.  Her favorite supper is taco salad.  Alicia wants to be a Domestic Violence 

Advocate.  Congratulations, Alicia.  (Applause) 

 

Next, we would like Alyzabeth to come to the podium.  Alyzabeth is a Sophomore at 

Fremont High School.  She likes to hang out with friends, read and learn all different 

languages.  Her calf was Grand Companion at the fair last year, and she wants to be a 

Forensic Anthropologist.  Good for you, Girl!  Congratulations.  (Applause) 

 

Next, we have Dylan, will you please come to the podium?  Dylan is a Freshman at 

Fremont High School.  He experienced a lot of success in 4-H last year.  He earned the 

Rawhide Wranglers 4-H Club's Showman of the Year Award and then he earned a Grand 

Champion Award for his woodworking project.  That is quite an accomplishment.   

Congratulations, Dylan, and he would like to be an engineer.  (Applause) 

 

Sue Andreasen, PGM: We are proud of all of our kids, and they are working towards their 

future and working hard to get there.  Thank you, Ron. 

 

Ron Giesselmann: Thank you, Sue, for presenting the awards and serving on the Board of 

Directors.  And now for my final remarks:  This concludes the Masonic-Eastern Star Home's 

program.  We hope that you have enjoyed it and our thanks to everyone here for your 

gracious support, and thank you, Worthy Grand Matron Linda and Worthy Grand Patron 

Cecil, for your invitation.  I hope everyone has a great night and keep us in mind when you 

are thinking about -- if we send out a little envelope and it has a campaign in it,  we really 

would like for you to think of us and participate in what we are doing.  Thank you again.  

(Applause) 

 

Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Brother Ron.  We are so happy to have our young people 

from the Home in Fremont with us again this year.  We always look forward with great 



anticipation to see what they are going to present for us.  We all heard what a wonderful 

group of children they are and I am sure we will hearing from them in the years to come.  

To Brother Ron and all your staff, thank you so much for what you do for the children at the 

Home.  Thank you for making arrangements for the children to come and entertain us this 

evening.  Congratulations to the recipients of all these awards and thank you to those who 

have made them possible. 

 

Cecil Smith, WGP: I want to thank you for a job well done.  We are so proud of all of you 

and the work you do.  We also want to thank those who made these awards possible.   

Brother Ron, it is amazing the work that you do with our young men and women at the 

Home.  The young ladies and gentlemen who graduate from the Home and enter society 

are a testament to you and your staff.  Thank you.  (Applause) 

 

Lind Dubry, WGM: This concludes the Children's Program and we invite all Eastern Star 

Members to remain for the Ceremony of Initiation following the Call to Order. 

 

                OPENING FORMATIONS 

 

The Grand Officers were presented by Brother Alvin Benemerito, Past Grand 

Patron.  The Grand Officers were seated on the stage to enjoy the opening 

marches and fun formations prepared by the March Directors and performed by 

the various Grand Chapter groups with music provided by Sister Mary Ann 

Stevens (189). 

 

Following the final formation, the Grand Officers exited the stage and the 

formation participants left the Grand Chapter floor.  At 7:00 p.m., Past Grand 

Matron Karan Birdsall and Past Grand Patron Bruce Baker were escorted 

through the Labyrinth to the East by the Grand Conductress and Associate 

Grand Conductress.  Past Grand Matron Karan called the Grand Chapter to 

Order.  Following the Grand Officers and Pages Opening March, the Worthy 

Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron were escorted to the East, given the 

Grand Honors, and the Grand Officers assumed their stations. 
                                                                 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Karan and Brother Bruce, thank you so much for opening this 
Wednesday evening “To God Be the Glory” Grand Chapter Session. You will always be 
remembered for your patience, endurance, and perseverance when your term extended 
through the Covid Pandemic. I cannot thank you enough for the wonderful partner you 
selected for me to share this journey to the East with. We are grateful for your guidance, 
love, and support.  Thank you for being here for us this evening. 
 
Cecil Smith. WGP:  Thank you, Sister Karan and Brother Bruce, for opening the Session 
this evening.  I remember very clearly the day we spoke, and you asked me to consider the 
appointment to the position of Grand Sentinel.  That started a memorable and fulfilling 
journey for Nicole and me.  It has been an honor to serve the Grand Chapter.  Thank you 
for this opportunity.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sisters Karla and Caryn, thank you for your glorious prelude this 
evening.  You always put a spirit of enthusiasm into your music. Thank you for sharing it 
with us. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  At this time, we must ask all who are not members of the Order to 
please retire.  We thank you for coming and sharing this evening with us.  We hope you will 
come again. 
 
 PROVING CHAPTER 



 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Associate Grand Matron, you will ascertain if all present are 
members of the Order. 
 

The Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress proved chapter and 
reported to the Associate Grand Matron that all present were members of the 
Order.  The Associate Grand Conductress then reported that all present were 
members and entitled to seats in the Grand Chapter to the Worthy Grand Matron.   
The Worthy Grand Matron instructed the Grand Conductress to open the Bible.  
The Worthy Grand Matron then directed the Grand Marshal to call the Grand 
Chapter called from Refreshments to Labor for the Ceremony of Initiation. 
 
             CEREMONY OF INITIATION 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: We are now ready for the Ceremony of Initiation.  Sisters and 
Brothers, we wish this Ceremony to be as impressive as possible for our candidates.  
Please refrain from moving about the Chapter Room during the Ceremony.  We also 
request that you please turn off or silence all cell phones.  Your cooperation is warmly 
appreciated. 
 

The 2023-2024 Grand Officers presented the Ceremony of Initiation for two 
candidates:  Phillip Guern (who is the son of our Grand Conductress, Sister 
Gloria Guern) and Bethany Donica. (Sister Bethany is a member of Papillion 
Chapter No 114 in Papillion and walked as a candidate Jon the initiation.) Brother 
Keith Lindvall, Associate Grand Patron, recited the Scriptures from memory as 
the candidates traversed the Grand Chapter Room.  Beautiful: music for the 
ceremony was provided by the Grand Chapter Organist Caryn Ziettlow (119).  At 
the close of the Initiation, the new members were seated in the Grand Chapter 
Room. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: This has been a very impressive and beautiful Initiation ceremony.  To 
our “To God Be the Glory” Grand Family – how proud I am of each of you!  I know our 
candidates have received a favorable impression of our beautiful Order.  To our new 
member – may I be the first to congratulate you and wish you many years of service in the 
Order of the Eastern Star.  I hope you will become an involved and active member in your 
home Chapter.  I was once told that you will receive from the Order of the Eastern Star 
what you put into it—and I can testify to that fact, after being a member myself for 53 years. 
 
Cecil Smith. WGP: Welcome to our new member.  Thank you for becoming a part of the 

Order of Eastern Star in Nebraska and thank you for choosing to be initiated here at our 
Grand Chapter Session.  I would encourage you to become an active member in your 
Chapter.  Thank you to all the Grand Officers, what an outstanding job you have done.  
Thank you for all the time and effort you have put into presenting your parts. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters and Brothers, please join us in welcoming our new Brother 
into our Order.   (Applause) We would like to get a picture of our group just outside the 
Grand Chapter Room immediately after the Grand Officers’ retiring march. 
  
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters and Brothers, please join me in singing our song of worship, 
“In His Time” found on page 47 of your program. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Brother Chaplain, you will lead us in prayer. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will close the Bible. 
 



The Grand Conductress and the Grand Chaplain returned to their stations. 
 
          PRESENTATON OF BIBLES 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sisters Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress, you 
will present the Bibles to the Worthy Grand Patron. 
 
The Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress retrieved the Bibles 
from the Altar that the Candidates held while taking their Obligation and met the 
Worthy Grand Patron at the Ramp to proceed to where the new members were 
seated. 
 
Cecil Smith. WGP:  It is our pleasure to present you with the Bible you held at the altar 
during your initiation, Your Bible has been signed by all the Grand Officers who participated 
in your initiation. It has been an honor and pleasure to welcome you. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sisters and Brothers, we invite you to join us at the “New Name 
Written Down In Glory” Membership Party in the Crystal Ballroom immediately following the 
retiring march of the Grand Officers.  Come greet our new member. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Grand Secretary, are there any announcements? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary: There is none within my knowledge, Worthy Grand 
Matron. 
 

The Worthy Grand Matron instructed the Grand Marshal to proclaim the Grand 
Chapter called from Labor to Rest to reconvene at 9:00 a.m., Thursday morning. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Please join us tomorrow morning at 8:45 for another Sing-along with 
the Glory’s Glow Choir followed by the Call to Order at 9:00.  Please have a restful night. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: We ask everyone to please remain seated while the Grand Officers 
retire. 
 

The Grand Officers performed their closing march and retired. 
 
             THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 11, 2023 
            8:45 A.M. 
 
            OPENING OF THE MORNING SESSION 
 
At 8:45 a.m., Sister Barb Crowe (39), Past Grand Organist, provided a musical 
selection to greet the members as they arrived for the day's session.  At 9:00 
a.m. Sister Marie Rasmussen, Past Grand Matron, and Brother Fran Crowe, Past 
Grand Patron, were escorted through the Labyrinth to the East by the Grand 
Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress.  Sister Marie called the Morning 
Session to Order and the Grand Officers and their Pages performed the opening 
march.  At the completion of the march, the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy 
Grand Patron were escorted to the East and given Grand Honors.  The Grand 
Officers then assumed their stations. 
 
          INTRODUCTION OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS 
                       NOT PREVIOUS INTRODUCED 
 



The Worthy Grand Matron introduced Sister Marie Rasmussen, Past Grand 
Matron, in the East and she was given Grand Honors. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Past Grand Matron, Sister Marie, and Past Grand Patron, Brother 
Fran,  I am so happy that you were able to open this morning's session for us.  Sister Marie 
and Brother Fran, you were the very first Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron 
of Nebraska that I had the opportunity to serve when I served as a Grand Page for the 
Grand Treasurer.  Thank you for getting me involved in Grand Chapter.  I love you both 
dearly. 
 
Cecil Smith: Sister Marie and Brother Fran, thank you for being with us this morning and 
opening this Grand Session.  Sister Marie, I have enjoyed our visits over the past few years 
and especially this past year with you and Brother Don.  And, Brother Fran, it is always 
good to talk with you and I am so glad that Eastern Star has brought us together.  Thank 
you for your encouragement and friendship and I look forward to future meetings. 
 

The Worthy Grand Matron instructed the Grand Conductress to attend at the 
Altar.  By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, Brother Bernie Hauber, Grand 
Chaplain, gave the Opening Ritualistic prayer. He and the Grand Conductress 
then returned to their stations.  The Grand Marshal was then instructed to 
declare the Grand Chapter called from Rest to Labor.  The opening song of 
praise, ”Heavenly Sunshine”, was then sung. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Could we now hear the report of the Registration Committee?   
 
                                   Report of Registration Committee 

 
Joyce Porter, PM (189), Co-Chairman of Registration Committee:  Good Morning, 
Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Distinguished Guests, Sisters and Brothers.  
It is with pleasure that I present this report of the Registration Committee.  Registrations 
were received and recorded by the Chairman and money sent to the Grand Chapter Office.  
The Grand Secretary checked and balanced the checks as she received them from the 
Chairman of the Registration Committee, then deposited the monies and recorded the 
same.  The registrations that were received before April 17, 2024 were recorded, balanced, 
and deposited.  A list was consolidated with the list from the report from Sister Laurie Sieg, 
Past Grand Matron, of the Distinguished Guests, and in the Office of Grand Secretary Jan 
Thoman, Past Grand Matron.    Attendance at breakfast, luncheons and dinners were as 
follows: 
 
 District Grand Supervisor Luncheon…..    17 
 Pages, Warders & Sentinels Banquet….. 115 
 Past Grand Matrons & Patrons Luncheon…   70 
 Membership Banquet…………………  343 
 Grand Representative Breakfast…….  155 
 Distinguished Guest Luncheon…….  227 
 Secretary/Treasurer Luncheon…….    35 
 Past/Present Supervisors Luncheon……….   19 
 Line Officer Banquet……………….                 182 
 PAGO Banquet…………………….                   86 
 Fifty-year Member Luncheon……..                 217 
 Reception/Social Time w/2023-24 
 Grand Officers…………..   244 
 
The pre-registration count was 397, plus 7 registered at the Session so far, for a total of 
403.  The totals will be finalized after the close of this afternoon’s session as the 
Registration Committee is still taking registrations at this time. 
 



It is with pleasure that we mention those who served on the Committee:  Sisters Jackie 
Gansemer, Home Chapter No. 189; Diane Brown and Marilyn Jepsen, Temple Chapter No. 
271; Maril Hauber, Trinity Chapter No. 299; and Deb McMullin, Alpha Chapter No. 325.    
Thank you for serving on this committee and for a job well done.  It was an honor to serve 
on the committee with the other committee members; what a great group of people to work 
with. We are also grateful for the assistance we received from Sisters Jan Thoman, Past 
Grand Matron.  Thank you. 
 
Joyce Porter (189) and Melinda Bragg (271), Co-Chairmen 
 
(Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  We will now hear from the Dispensations and Charters Committee.  
Sister Joni Bennett, Past Grand Matron, will give the report. 
 
       DISPENSATIONS AND CHARTERS COMMITTEE 
 
Joni Bennett, PGM, Chairman:  Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, 
Distinguished Guests, Sisters and Brothers:    The Committee on Dispensations and 
Charters found that there were no Dispensations or Charters granted during the past year.  
There were two Chapters that consolidated in the 2023-2024 Grand Chapter year.  They 
are 
: 
 AkSarBen Chapter No. 277, Omaha consolidated with Vesta Chapter No. 6, 
 Omaha on September 16, 2023, and 
 
 Davenport Chapter No. 28, Davenport, consolidated with Crete Chapter No. 104, 
 Wilber, on November 18, 2023. 
 
This is not an easy decision for a Chapter to make.  We hope that members of these 
Chapters will become active members of their new Chapter home and work for the good of 
our beautiful Order. 
 
Four Chapters failed to register Credentials for the past two years: 
 
              Harmony Chapter No. 13, Columbus 
              Hebron Chapter No. 31, Hebron 
              Dawson Chapter No. 33, Lexington 
              Rob Morris Chapter No. 192, Stromsburg 
 
Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Linda Dubry, notified the Chapters that according to Grand 
Chapter Law, a representative of the Chapter must meet with the Committee to explain why 
no one had registered Credentials for the past two Grand Chapter years.  I had a wonderful 
visit with the Worthy Matrons of each of the four Chapters: 
 
Harmony Chapter is in the process of consolidating and would have a member present at 
this Grand Chapter Session to register Credentials. 
 
Hebron Chapter is finding it difficult to have a quorum present for meetings as health and 
age of the members makes it hard to attend meetings.  They are facing the difficult decision 
to consolidate. 
 
Dawson Chapter is also making the difficult decision to consolidate as they often do not 
have a quorum for meetings due to the age, health or work schedule of the members.  The 
Worthy Matron felt that no one would be able to attend the Grand Chapter Session again 
this year.   
 



Rob Morris Chapter has begun the process of consolidating and would not be represented 
at the Grand Chapter Session this year. 
 
It was my pleasure to visit with each Worthy Matron and they were offered encouragement 
and support as they make decisions on the future of their Chapter.  Each Chapter finds that 
consolidation is not easy or taken lightly, but due to the age of their members, health 
issues, or work schedules, it is the best direction for the members and for the good of our 
Order.  I recommend no further action be taken. 
 
Sisters and Brothers, please keep these Chapters in your thoughts and prayers.  Worthy 
Grand Matron, thank you for allowing me to serve on this Committee. 
 
Joni Bennett, PGM, Chairman, Dispensations and Charters Committee 
 
(Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  We will now hear the Mileage Report from the Committee – Sister 
Toby: 
 
                         MILEAGE REORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMITTEE 
 
Toby Varvais (301), Co-Chairman:  Good Morning!  Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand 
Patron, Grand Officers and Sisters and Brothers, I am Toby Varvais, Co-Chair of the 
Credentials Committee.  You met the entire Credentials Committee yesterday.  It is with 
pleasure that I present the Mileage Report, the second half of the Credentials Committee 
Report, for the 2024 Grand Chapter Session. 
 
The Credentials Committee has reviewed credentials and registrations filed by Noon on 
Wednesday for this 2024 Grand Chapter Session and has determined the mileage to be 
paid and checks written by our wonderful and diligent Grand Treasurer.  This report may be 
updated as additional members attend this Grand Session.  Also, it should be noted that 
the reimbursement rate has been increased to $.585 per mile for this Grand Session.  The 
report is as follows: 
    

   Chapters entitled to mileage (44) $9,777.68 
   Grand Officers $2,407.80 
   Past Worthy Grand Matrons 2637.8     $2,637.80 
   Past Worthy Grand Patrons                                                                                   $3,125.69 
   District Grand Supervisors $1,460.95 
   Members of Standing Committees $3,130.94 

 

TOTAL $22,540.86 
 
Toby Varvais:   Thank you for the opportunity and privilege to serve on this committee of 
this Grand Jurisdiction.  The members have been an excellent group to work with.  We are 
grateful for the assistance we have received from Sisters Jan Thoman, Past Grand Matron 
and Grand Secretary; Karla Lawler, Grand Treasurer; and Sue Hedges, Office Assistant. 
 
I move this report be placed on file.   This motion of the Credentials Committee does not 
require a second. 
 
TOBY VARVAIS, (301) Co-Chair 
ELLEN OTT, (122), Co-Chair 
 
(Applause) 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary: Worthy Grand Maron, I make a motion to award 



Honorary Memberships to our Distinguished Guests who have not previously 
received them. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: I second it. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: It has been moved and seconded that we award Honorary 
Memberships to our Distinguished Guests who have not previously received them.  
Is there discussion?  (Hearing None) We vote by our voting cards.  Those in favor, Card up.  
(Cards) Those opposed, same sign.  (No cards).  The motion is carried.  Do we have any 
further business, Sister Grand Secretary? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary:  Worthy Grand Matron, may I do this now – we 
have a couple of things.  Normally, we do not do that – but, we have the proceedings out at 
the Registration Table and if you have not already done so, please stop and pick them up.  
Then the next thing is, the Service and Therapy Dog Quilt Raffle.  The winner will be 
announced at 1:00 p.m., so go out there and buy chances on that. Itis a great quilt.  And I 
don't know of anything else – Worthy Grand Matron, that is all that is within my knowledge. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Yes, please go out there and get tickets on the quilt.  Would someone 
go out and get Brother John Grant to give his report on the Silent Auction. 
 
                                 FINAL REPORT ON SILENT AUCTION 
 
John Grant, Co-Chairman, Silent Auction Committee:  Good Morning,.  To all the 
Bidders and to all those who brought items for the silent auction, what a wonderful turnout 
this year for the silent auction.  There are a few items left to be picked up.  Please stop by 
the table to pay and pick those items up.  Those items belong to Laurie Sieg, Melva 
Laygood, and Walt Johnson. 
 
Now, what's on everybody's mind?  The total and what the Candy Jar guesses are, right?  
Yeah – the small jar had a total of 787 Skittles – top guess was 777 and it was Ron 
Giesselmann.  (Applause) If he is in the room, would he please stand – or he is out in the 
back there – he won the Skittles.  Okay, the other jar had a variety of fun-sized candy bars 
and stuffed in there was a total of 50 candy bars; the winner guessed 48.  That was pretty 
good for a blind guess – Sarah Hobbie, if you are in the room, please stand up.  (Applause) 
 
Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, I think that is all I have.  Oh, wait, does 
everybody want to know what we raised from the Silent Auction?  Can I get a drum roll, 
please (Drum Roll) – the total for the Silent Auction this year was $5,210.00, Thank you all 
for supporting this wonderful project for the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand 
Patron.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Brother John and your Committee.  And now we will hear 
Brother Brian Rice with his devotion. 
 
                                                  DEVOTIONAL 
 
Brian Rice (325): Good Morning.  Before we come here to Grand Chapter to be together, 
we discuss the plans that had been made for the past year and how they had been 
accomplished.  People planned for the years to come, and we discuss how those plans turn 
out – whether they turned out as planned.   I was sitting over there and thinking, poof, they 
have an agenda and I was supposed to be out here a little earlier.  So as planned, we have 
the question:  Now what – I will just sit over here and be quiet, but here I am now. 
 
Last year, I told you that I had undertaken a new hobby in my mid-life crisis years of 
beekeeping.  I collected 30,000 bees from a Bee Broker, I guess you would call him, and I 
put them in Sheli's car and she was thrilled about that!  (Laughter) Only 10,000 of the bees 
were mine; one of Daniel's friends, Reese, wanted to start beekeeping as well.  He wanted 



to have two hives and I just wanted to have just one hive, that was it.  I spent the year 
planning to receive the bees – all the things I needed and all the things I needed to know 
and that kind of thing.  Because beekeeping isn't like having a pet; it's more like having a 
like clay pond in your front yard – you do have to do stuff.  I mean, you don't want your 
bees to die.  That's a big thing.  Things were going great – my 10,000 bees exploded in 
population – 50- to 80,000.  I would go down and I would just watch the bees go in and out, 
took pictures; my Facebook had more pictures of bees on it than anything else.  Things 
were going great until mid-July and they “swarmed”!  It's part of their macro-reproductive 
process.  At some point in the time, the existing Queen is in there decides that she didn't – I 
don't know, she broke up with me!  She didn't feel I was meeting all of her needs.  
(Laughter) And she took part of the hive with her to go to parts unknown and I am stuck 
there.  And the question was, now what?  It wasn't part of my plan.  All I wanted was one 
hive.  I wanted to take care of my Queen; I wanted to best keep my plan.  All she was 
supposed to be was a little appreciative, that was it!  Now, in retrospect, the signs for 
“swarming”, they there; I just didn't see them or I couldn't figure that out.  Now what?  I 
mean, things were going great and now I had to start all over again, and what's more, it 
was late in the summer.  This was late.  I mean, now is the time the bees were supposed to 
be “swarming”, not in July.  Because the big deal as a beekeeper, you have to go into the 
winter with like 2,000 bees because those 60,000 bees have one job and that is to keep the  
Queen alive through the winter.  That was going to be a big challenge; a big challenge.  My 
buddy, Reese, actually lost both of his hives this last winter – they didn’t make it, they 
weren't strong enough to survive.  Now what?  I did everything I could. Even when we had 
that cold snap, I went out to see what the Canadians do with their bees, -- and I went out 
and made a tent.  I just wanted one hive and I was not going to buy Reese another two 
hives, so we learned about splitting – we spent hours planning how we were going to do 
this splitting.  So it was mid-April, and we had crazy weather and other things – we wanted 
to make sure we were doing it right.  I had my plan and I went down Friday, the night before 
– and Reese is a college student who came back and he had been helping with splitting the 
hives and it kind of like a “pretend swarm” and we will going do that.  We were going to 
build out and he would have his hives again and I would have my hives – everything was 
going great.  So I go down to Friday night to my mom's house where I keep my bees and I 
was going to lay out all of the stuff so that in the morning we could be ready to go.  And to 
my horror, out in front of my house, was a pile of about 15,000 bees –  I am not kidding – it 
was crazy.  This was insane; this was not my plan.  It was on the calendar for tomorrow, I 
should have waited and downloaded the app!  (Laughter) I wasn't even paying attention to 
the weather – it was going to be cold that night, it was getting below 40, and I should have 
found a new place for her new hive.  I should have found a new place for her hive – they 
were all going to die there.  Twenty-four hours later would have been too late! 
 
Now, I had watched other videos, too, as one does with Facebook and others, and I 
thought that maybe I had at some point in time – I watched a few, but I had no idea what I 
was doing and what was I supposed to do.  I grabbed my equipment, and I picked up the 
swarm and threw it in the back and just kind of hoped for the best.  I mean, what was the 
plan; now what?  Now, what am I supposed to do.  Beekeepers have Chat Groups, and a 
lot of people find themselves in my situation and hopefully, there were some beekeepers 
out there who would just say: “Look, this is not really as big a problem as you think it is”, I 
mean, “It wasn't your plan”.  But the bees have a plan on their own!  It is exciting to do 
something like this, but it's also anxiety for you when you realize everything could fall apart.  
You can fail.  Bees can die!  You don't know how to take care of them and if they are going 
to leave.  There are people who have done this for 20 years and seem to know everything 
– at least, from my perspective, they seemed to know everything; but even they don't know 
what is going to happen. 
 
But why did I think I could do this in the first place?  But then you have to go back and you 
have to think about, “Why am I doing this in the beginning”?  And I think about the theme 
for this year, “To God Be the Glory”, so many things in life are out of our control.  One of the 
jobs that I was given this year, I am the Chairman of the Grand Ducks!  This is a 
responsibility of extreme gravity.  The name alone should let you know that!  I got this book 



and in the book, one of the first things is the admonition that you need to “get your Ducks in 
a row by January 1”!  You have to have all your ducks planned out by January 1.  I was a 
little late on that, but I did get all of my ducks.  And then Jim called me or sent me an email 
and said that he wasn't going to be able to do it.  He had committed in January and then he 
had to have a medical procedure – that wasn't my plan!  (Laughter)   
 
And we have those experiences all the time, and I am very confident that Rick had a 
different plan for this week.  Now what?  Things are out of our control, and we can feel like 
a failure and we can get cantankerous; we know people like that.  We can complain and we 
know people like that – or we can say, “To God Be the Glory”!  Now, what does that look 
like?  It is not, we don't care.  It is not like you don't care, not seizing the opportunities that 
are presented to us.   
 
There was our first visit in Scottsbluff, the first one – it was crazy and we had our plan.  It 
was supposed to be nice and everything – but there were tornadoes and hail – I mean, we 
had like damage to our cars – and we were out there; it was crazy.  So Sheli and I – I am 
trying to look at the radar how we could be in between the bands in all of this.  Now what? 
 
We were out there, and it was kind of a theme – the Chapters out there were talking about 
the struggles of what it is to be a Chapter.  Now what?  Now what?  What are we supposed 
to do?  Well, one of things that I would visit is the introductions – and for those of us who 
have not had this as a part of our family history forever – for all of our lives, the introduction 
aspect where everybody in the room is introduced is a little odd; but until you get through 
this, and with the thing that is at the end of it, it is kind of fun, they had introduced everyone.  
But it was not a big group, we assumed that everybody had been introduced, but there is 
point where they say:  “Is there anybody who has not been introduced”, and then there was 
this lady clear in the back who raised her hand and said: “I am just so happy to be here 
because I have been a part of Eastern Star in the past and I didn't know there was Eastern 
Star in this part of Nebraska”.  And I thought, you know, we are supposed to encourage 
people to join Eastern Star; now this person comes up and says, “I want to do that”,  “How 
do we do that”, now what?  So, Sister Linda says, “Well, thank you for being here.  I am 
sure we can take care of this problem you have.  I have a petition right here.”  “To God Be 
the Glory”.  Why were we there; what was our purpose in that place and at that time – “To 
God Be the Glory”. 
 
So if you are sitting here wondering “Now what”? for any reason at all, know that our God is 
there to embrace you and your fear and sometimes, your self-created anxieties, your 
doubts, and offers His very self.  “To God Be the Glory”!  And if you are wondering “Now 
what? -- most of us do that at some point in time -- just know that you are in very, very good 
company.  You are in the company of all of your friends here as we try to figure out what it 
is like to be faithful in this time and in this place, with the same purpose of giving God the 
glory.  I mean, change is inevitable as inevitable as it is to most of us and so we are invited 
to embrace it.  If you are in that time when you are asking yourself “Now what”, know that 
you are in very, very good company and remember your purpose, “To God Be the Glory”.  
Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Brother Bryan.  Sister Grand Secretary, are there any 
announcements? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary: There is none within my knowledge, Worthy Grand 
Matron. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: At 1:00 pm, you are invited to enjoy the beautiful music of Sister Ruth 
Negus, Past Grand Organist, and a chance to meet and greet our 50-year and plus 
members at our afternoon session.  The Memorial Hour will follow the Grand Officers 
retiring march.  Please remain in the Grand Chapter Room for the Memorial Hour for our 
departed Sisters and Brothers.  We ask that when you leave the memorial service, that you 
leave quietly.   



 

The Worthy Grand Matron instructed the Grand Conductress to close the Bible 
on the Altar and the Grand Marshal to proclaim the Grand Chapter called from 
Labor to Refreshment to reconvene at 1:15 p.m.  The Grand Officers retired 
informally and preparations were made for the Memorial Hour. 
 
                                              MEMORIAL HOUR 
 
The Memorial Hour was arranged by the Grand Chaplain, Brother Bernie Hauber 
(299), who was assisted by Sister Caryn Ziettlow, Grand Organist; and members 
of Trinity Chapter No. 299 as follows:  Sisters Myrna Vasta as Conductress; Kay 
Goble as Adah; Shirley DeVasure as Ruth; Jo Sear as Esther; Laurel Wolfe as 
Martha; and Tam Engler as Electa. They entered the Grand Chapter Room 
together and Brother Bernie took his station in the East with the others assuming 
their stations.    
 
Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain:  In thy presence, Oh God, we strive to think not only of 
ourselves, but of others.  We are gathering here during this sacred hour of our “To God Be 
the Glory” Session in sorrow and in silence to depress the noise of the outside world and to 
pay tribute to our deceased Sisters and Brothers who have been called to that eternal 
home that our Loving Father has made for them.  Sharing emotions and loss with all our 
human family and friends connects us together.  If we reflect on Psalms 23: “Even though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil for you are with me.  Your 
rod and your staff, they comfort me.”  Going on, in Chapter No. 11, Jesus reminds us of the 
reward of Faith, “Did I not say to you, that if you would believe, you would see the Glory of 
God”.  However, we are also here to celebrate their lives, their finest qualities, their good 
deeds, their kind and nurturing words, and their warm friendship.  May we be ever mindful 
and reassured that God has granted them immortality, and may this knowledge help us find 
peace and harmony in our hearts.  Let us take up the work that they left unfinished and pay 
homage to their faithful service.  As a great memorial to them, let us practice our 
fundamental virtues of fidelity, constancy, loyalty, faith, and love, and let us continue being 
active in our Order of Eastern Star.   
 

The Conductress was instructed to open the Holy Bible on the Altar and then 
returned to her station.  Grand Chaplain Bernie then entered the Labyrinth and 
assumed his station as Chaplain. 
 
Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain:  Let us Pray.  Heavenly Father, we feel sorrow and loss 
as we begin this hour of meditation.  Help us, dear Lord, not to just mourn, but to remember 
and rejoice in the faithful lives of our departed Sisters and Brothers.  Their words and 
labors have enriched our lives and prospered our blessed Order.  Help us find and 
remember your words of comfort, strength, peace, love, inspiration, and hope.  We thank 
Thee for the blessings bestowed upon them and on us.  We must continue to give you 
glory, God, and to remember that we walk by faith, not by sight, Grant Thy spirit be with us 
now to renew our hope in eternal life with Thee.  Amen.  (So it may ever be). 
 

Brother Bernie returned to the East, and sang the song, “Walk by Faith”, 
accompanied by Grand Organist Caryn Ziettlow. 
 
Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain: Since our last Grand Chapter, our General Grand 
Chapter suffered the loss of one past leader:  Past Most Worthy Grand Patron Loyal Stark 
passed away on May 25, 2023 at the age of 88 years old.  His Masonic journey began 
when he was raised as a Master Mason in San Juan Lodge No. 732, Sierra Oak, California, 
in 1956.  After working with his local lodge, Loyal became active in the Grand Lodge of   
California.  His other Masonic and fraternal activities included the 33 Degree Inspector 



General of the Scottish Rite, DeMolay Legion of Honor, Grand Cross of Color from the 
International Order of Rainbow for Girls, and other organizations.  His Eastern Star life 
began when he was initiated with his daughter, Patty, in 1977.  Loyal served as Worthy 
Patron of San Lorenzo Chapter No. 103 in 1985.  He was honored to serve as Worthy 
Grand Patron of California in 1989-90.  Brother Loyal served as Most Worthy Grand Patron 
in the 2003 to 2006 “Fabulous Fraternal Family” Triennial Session.  His motto was:  “To do 
everything with dignity, quality, substance, style, and a touch of class.” 
 
Nebraska has not escaped the pain of losing three Past Grand Patrons.  As we now hear 
loving tributes for our departed ones at our Grand Chapter, we pray that they walk with our 
glorious Lord into his endless paradise.  First, Past Grand Patron Fran Crow will give us a 
tribute to our departed Brother Gordon Clark, Past Grand Patron 1985-1986 Session. 
 
                                      TRIBUTE TO GORDON LEE CLARK 
                                                PAST GRAND PATRON 
 
Fran Crowe, PGM: Gordon Lee Clark, Past Grand Patron, passed away on June 23, 
2023, at the Good Samaritan Society in Oceola, Nebraska.  Funeral services were held on 
June 28, 2023, at the United Methodist Church in Shelby.  Burial was at the Shelby 
Cemetery with Military Honors. 
 
Gordon was born on August 2, 1928 in Shelby, Nebraska.  He graduated from Shelby High 
School in 1946 and in 1951, he joined the United States Army.  He served in Korea until 
March of 1953.  On July 4, 1951, he was united in marriage to Georgia Lee Treadway in 
Shelby.  Following their marriage, Gordon finished his service in Korea before returning 
stateside to serve in Washington D.C.  After his discharge from the service, he and Georgia 
moved back to Shelby. 
 
He was a member of the Shelby Methodist Church and a member of the Order of the 
Eastern Star Chapter No. 193.  He was also a member of Oceola Lodge No. 55 and Past 
Grand Patron of Nebraska.  He loved to play bridge and was a member of the Village 
Theatre in Shelby.  He enjoyed doing square dancing and ballroom dancing. 
 
Gordon was raised as a Master Mason on April 12, 1954, at Mount Zion No. 151.  He was 
Worshipful Master in 1957 and in 1978.  On December 19, 2010, he affiliated with Oceola  
Lodge No. 65 and retained that membership.  On April 28, 1954, he was initiated into the 
Order of the Eastern Star at Shelby, No. 193, at Oceola, Nebraska.  In 1966 to 2010, he 
served as Worthy Patron 21 times.  He received his 50-year pin of membership in 2014.  In 
1982 he was appointed as Grand Sentinel of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska by Betty 
Mabon and Brother Bernie Paden.  In 1985-1986, he served as Worthy Grand Patron with 
the late Marjorie Ward, Past Grand Matron, at the 111th Annual Session. 
 
Gordon's career after the service was selling life insurance for Guaranteed Mutual Life.  
When he retired, he joined his wife in the craft business and they traveled the country for 
trade shows.  They retired in 1995 and enjoyed their homes in Shelby and Apache, Arizona.  
Gordon and Georgia enjoyed quilting.  At his service, a poem and a quilt were shared by 
his grandson and the last two verses of the reads:  “Gordon, I appreciate knowing what 
Grandpa means.  Thanks for your counsel, example, quiet reading, your knowledge of 
experience and your experience in me.  I am feeling my time with a spectacular quilt, but 
there are those unfinished yet today.  This one now has the final piece that is quilted 
together, ready for display.” 
 
Survivors include his daughters, Neena Thelsen of Stromsburg, and Melissa Clark of 
Shelby; five grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  He was preceded by his wife, Georgia, 
in 2018 and one grandchild, Alysa Thelen; and brothers, Vinton Clark and Russel Clark. 
 
Farewell, my Brother.  Enter now into the Glory of thy Lord! 
 



Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain: Thank you, Brother Fran, for that thoughtful tribute to 
Brother Gordon.  We will hear Past Grand Matron Jerri Wilcox present a tribute to our 
departed Brother Dennis Smith, Past Grand Patron 2010-2011, “Love Comes Down on 
Angels' Wings” Session. 
 
                                   TRIBUTE TO DENNIS “DENNY” SMITH 
                                                 PAST GRAND PATRON 
 
Jerrie Wilcox, PGM: Denny Smith was born in Des Moines, Iowa on March 25, 1943. He 
married his wife, Sharon, and they enjoyed 60 years of wedded bliss.  They had a 
daughter, Christy Liebbrandt, and a son, David Smith.  They also had 5 grandchildren. 
 

Denny became a member of Excelsior Lodge in Council Bluffs, Iowa on April 25, 1966, and 
received his Master Mason Degree on January 23, 1967.  He affiliated with Fremont Lodge 
on June 6, 1989. 
 
Denny was Secretary for Fremont Lodge for 10 years, receiving a service award each year.  
He received his 50-year service award on November 28, 2017.  Denny became a member 
of Valley Junction Chapter No. 305, Order of the Eastern Star on January 14, 1976 in West 
Des Moines, Iowa.  He affiliated with Arbor Vitae Chapter No. 92 in Fremont, Nebraska on 
December 10, 1992.  He was also named a Grand Representative. 
 
Denny was appointed as Grand Marshal of Nebraska in 2008-2009.  He was Associate 
Grand Patron in 2009-2010 and Worthy Grand Patron in 2010-2011.  He was Worthy 
Patron of Arbor Vitae Chapter in 1999, 2002, 2006, 2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014. Brother 
Denny went to be with our Lord on July 13, 2023. 
 
Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain: Thank you, Sister Jerrie for your loving tribute.  Next, 
Past Don L. Jelinek, Past Grand Patron 2002-2003, “Stars in Harmony” Session. 
 
             TRIBUTE TO DON L. JELINEK 
     PAST GRAND PATRON 
 
Michael Donham, PGP: I am pleased that I was asked to remember Past Grand Patron 
Don L. Jelinek this morning to help remember and celebrate the lives of these three Past 
Grand Patrons. 
 
Don was born on October 19, 1938, to Joseph and Tressie Jelinek at their home one mile 
north of Ravenna, Nebraska.  He attended a one-room school for his elementary years.  
His son, David, said that that school building is still standing.  He graduated from Ravenna 
High School and then attended the University of Nebraska, obtaining his BS and MBA 
Degrees.  He served in the U.S. Navy from 1956 to 1962.  His employments were always in 
the areas of Management and Accounting.   
 
Don also served one year as Secretary of the Lincoln Scottish Rite.  Brother Don joined 
Lancaster Lodge No.54 in Lincoln on September 12, 1980, and served as Worshipful 
Master in 1989.  He continued to serve his Lodge holding various other offices.  He was 
initiated into Eastern Star at Starcraft Chapter No. 307 on April 20, 1983, and affiliated with 
Temple Chapter No. 271 on August 3, 1992.  He was always a very dedicated brother and 
served as Worthy Patron 7 times. 
 
Don was appointed Grand Sentinel in 1999 by Past Grand Matron H. Marlene Jones and 
Past Grand Patron James Boshart.  He proceeded through the elected line and served as 
Worthy Grand Patron with Past Grand Matron Donna Carmichael for the 2002-2003 “Stars 
in Harmony” Grand Chapter Session. 
 
Don was a quiet man, but he could blow you away with an unexpected one-liner or 
something else.  We remember the day during his time as Grand Sentinel when Sister Cyn 



Norman as Grand Warder knocked on the door and Don showed up with Bandaids on each 
knuckle when he answered the rap!  Poor Cyn almost laughed out loud. 
 
When I was asked to give this tribute for Brother Don, I did not hesitate in saying “yes”.  It 
was an honor for me to remember this friend.  Don and I traveled together to various 
Eastern Star visitations in Nebraska and other Grand Jurisdictions in the Midwest area.  We 
also attended General Grand Chapter in Detroit, Michigan. 
 
He demonstrated outstanding proficiency in every Masonic and Eastern Star endeavor.  We 
were both Rainbow Ambassadors in Nebraska, where we regularly attended Rainbow 
Grand Assembly at Doane College in Crete, Nebraska.  He was a devoted Brother about 
being and helping out wherever he was. 
 
In his closing remarks at the “Stars and Harmony” Grand Session, he was noted for this 
one-liner:  “Don't cry before it is over; smile because it happened.”   
 
Don was predeceased by his parents and brother.  He is survived by his children: Donna, 
David, Douglas, and Diane, 5 grandchildren, and 2 great-grandchildren. 
 
”There is a gift called friendship that weaves it magic spell and binds one hearts together in 
a way that words can tell.  And like a beam of sunshine that comes from the sky of blue, I 
have found through this friendship, peace in the heart of you.”  Thank you, for your lasing 
friendship, rest in peace, my Brother. 
 
Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain: Thank you, Brother Mike, for your heartfelt tribute.  
Thank you all for those loving and beautiful tributes.  There have been many members 
touched with sorrow in our Chapters as some of our Sisters and Brothers were called away 
from their earthly tasks to that glorious home with our Loving Father.  We feel lost when 
hearts have been saddened by the death of these loved ones.  Let us also rejoice that as 
faithful member of our Order, these Sisters and Brothers influenced us by practicing good 
deeds and acts of kindness, friendship, and faith.  We offer sympathy and courage to the 
families, friends and loved ones of these members and to their Chapters.  As we remember 
each Brother and Sister, we will display their names in honor of their service.  Please note 
that an asterisk indicates that the member passed away before the beginning of my 
reporting period of April 1, 2023, but had not been recognized during the previous year at a 
Grand Chapter Session. 
 

A video was shown with the names of those Eastern Star Sisters and Brothers of 
Nebraska who passed away since the last 2023 Grand Chapter Session or had 
not previously been reported.   Music by Grand Organist Caryn Ziettlow was 
provided during the video. 
 
Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain:  As is quoted in Ecclesiastes 3:1-2, “For everything there 
is a season and a time for every purpose under Heaven.”  The everlasting Rainbow of Life 
from birth to death exists for all creatures.  Since this Rainbow of Life is so amazingly 
varied, it is as if we gaze at something so large and so intricate that it cannot be fully 
perceived or comprehended; yet every color seems to fit into its appropriate place.  No 
doubt there may well be some divine purpose, but God has not chosen to tell us what it is. 
   
We come now to honor our beloved members who have traveled through life's labyrinth 
and according to God's eternal promise of love, have returned to Him.  Our Star was 
chosen because of its many colors that present the different roles our departing Sisters and 
Brothers have filled in their lives here on Earth.  We are now entering this spirit of love and 
remembrance as our Star Points will soon approach the Atar with their ribbons and present 
the colors of our Emblematic Star.   
 
Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain:  We are reminded of the daughters and sons that we 
have lost this past year, an immeasurable joy that was brought into our lives.  Like Adah, 



we vow fidelity and promise to be true to them.  We place this blue ribbon as a tribute to 
faithful love, 
 

Sister Kay Goble (299) as Adah moved toward the Altar and placed her blue 
ribbon upon the Altar and then returned to her station. 
 
Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain: With Ruth's color, we remember our widows and 
widowers who were constant and true to the demands of justice and honor.  May we, like 
Ruth, be constant in our efforts to bring families closer together.  We placed this yellow 
ribbon as a tribute to steadfast constancy. 
 

Sister Shirley DeVasure (299) as Ruth moved toward the Altar and placed her 
yellow ribbon upon the Altar and then returned to her station. 
 
Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain: With Esther's color, we are reminded of our wives and 
husbands who are dear to us and their memory will never fade.  Like Esther, with her life’s 
joys and sorrows that are reflected in our own lives, we place this white ribbon as a tribute 
to love and loyalty. 
 

Sister Jo Sear (299) as Esther moved toward the Altar and placed her white 
ribbon upon the Altar and then returned to her station. 
 
Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain: With Martha's color, we remember our siblings as well 
as our Eastern Star Sisters and Brothers.  From them, we first learned that fraternal 
friendship still strives before we fully grasp it.  We place this green ribbon as a tribute to our 
faith in that power which is beyond our understanding. 
 

Sister Laurel Wolfe (299) as Martha moved toward the Altar and placed her 
green ribbon upon the Altar and then returned to her station. 
 
Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain: With Electa's color, we are reminded of our mothers and 
fathers.  They brought us into this world and gave us the gift of unconditional love to God 
and to each other.  This gift surpasses all human perception.  We place this red ribbon as a 
tribute to unselfish love. 
 

Sister Tam Engler (299) as Electa moved toward the Altar and placed her red 
ribbon on the Altar and then returned to her station. 
 
Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain: let us pray. 
 

Brother Bernie left his station in the East and went to the Altar. 
 
Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain: Most gracious and heavenly Father, in thine presence 
we find a great peace.  We have observed these moments in remembrance of those 
departed loved ones with whom we shared the gift of life and whose love remains with us 
all.  Give us your strength to accept the inevitability of death and faith in your promise of an 
eternal home.  Thank you, Lord, for this time of memory and of comfort to all who mourn, 
Help us to relieve their sadness and bestow upon them your love that exceeds all 
understanding.  May the Glory of God shine on us and on our dearly departed, and may 
that perpetual life ever give us peace.  Amen (So May it Ever Be) 
 

Bernie returned to the East and sang the song, “Jerusalem, My Destiny”. 
 
He instructed the Conductress to close the Bible. 
 



Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain: This concludes our Memorial Hour.  Giving just glory to 
God let us look at that guiding star in the East, that for us will forever lead us until we, too, 
are permitted to enter that celestial eternity where we may rejoice in his presence and with 
his love along with our departed Brothers and Sisters.  Please remain seated while our 
Memorial Team retires. 
 

Caryn Ziettlow, Grand Organist, then concluded the Memorial Service with music 
as all participants quietly departed the Chapter Room.  Members and guests also 
retired from the Grand Chapter Room in silence.   
 
                            THURSDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 11, 2023 
                                                       1:00 P.M. 
 
The members who assembled for the afternoon session were entertained by 
Past Grand Organist Fran Crowe.  At 1:15 p.m., the Grand Conductress and 
Associate Conductress then escorted Sister Beverly Donham, Past Grand 
Matron, and Brother Michael Donham, Past Grand Patron, through the Labyrinth 
to the East, where Sister Beverly called the Grand Chapter to order.  Following 
the Grand Officers and Pages March, the Grand Conductress escorted the 
Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron through the Labyrinth to the 
East where they were given the Grand Honors.  The Grand Officers then 
assumed their stations. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Beverly and Brother Mike, thank you for being here this 
afternoon to open this session. Thank you also for appointing me as a District Grand 
Supervisor.  Sister Beverly, you have always been a delight!  I appreciate your high 
expectations, enthusiasm, and devotion to excellence in our work!  Brother Mike, thank you 
for the beautiful job you do on our General Arrangements. Your quiet, calm demeanor, 
dependability, and smile always puts me at ease.  You, Brother Wayne, and your crew 
always transform this Grand Chapter Room into a beautiful work of art and a peaceful place 
of worship! 
 

Cecil Smith, WGP: Sister Beverly and Brother Mike, thank you for opening this afternoon’s 
session. I feel like I see you at many Masonic meetings and events.  Thank you to both of 
you for all you do for Freemasonry and Eastern Star, Your work and friendship are very 
much appreciated. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Brother Bernie, thank you for the beautiful Memorial Hour this 
morning.  Your prayers have always touched my heart this year!   
  
Cecil Smith, WGP: Brother Bernie, thank you for your heartfelt Memorial Hour this morning 
honoring our beloved members. Thank you also for all you do for Freemasonry and Eastern 
Star, whether it is singing with the Chanters, Secretary of your Lodge, presenting a lecture 
or leading the Grand Chapter in its devotions. Thank you for all your hard work. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  And I have to apologize – this morning I said Sister Ruth Negus 
would be playing the piano this afternoon, but I was supposed to say Sister Barb Crowe.  
Sister Barb, thank you for your beautiful prelude to open this afternoon’s session.  I love 
listening to your music!  One of my favorite things about Star is listening to the music that 
all of our organists play, and you are one of those who never get enough credit for sharing 
your talents.  Thank you for your prelude this afternoon.  (Applause) 
 

The Worthy Grand Matron instructed the Grand Conductress to open the Bible.  
She then directed the Grand Marshal to declare Grand Chapter called from 
Refreshments to Labor. 
 



Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will introduce the Board of Directors 
of the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children and the Administrator.  (Sister Associate 
Grand Conductress), you will assist. 
 

                                           INTRODUCTION 
                          Board of Directors and Executive Director 
                           The Masonic-Eastern Star Home Children 
 
The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress, 
introduced Executive Director Brother Ron Giesselmann and the following 
members of the Board of Directors of the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for 
Children: Past Grand Matrons Susan Andreasen, Joni Bennett, Mary Lou 
Erickson, Betty Garwood, Mary Jo Peterson, and Judy Wehrbein; and Past 
Grand Patrons Michael Donham and Robert Rhodes. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters and Brothers, the work you do as Board of Directors for the 
Masonic Home for Children has made us all extremely proud. You are efficient and 
proficient at what you do, and as a result, the children who reside at the Home are not only 
well cared for but are provided with the opportunities to become contributing members of 
the community. It was an honor to serve with you this year. It is always a delight to visit with 
the children and to see their 4-H projects and the fantastic number of awards they have 
received!  It has been a joy to see the fast progress with the building of the new Ag. 
Technology Building.  I wish I could have been at more of the meetings in person, but with 
my primary chapter meeting on the same day, I appreciate the ability to join you by 
teleconference when I couldn’t make the trip. “Life is like a piano. The white keys are happy 
days.  The black keys are sad ones. Remember, that you need both to make beautiful 
music.”  You do exactly that for the children’s lives you touch!  Sisters and Brothers, you will 
unite with me in giving them a hearty welcome.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sisters Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress, you 
will seat our guests, after which you will escort the Brother Ron Giesselmann to the East.   
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Brother Ron Giesselmann, Executive Director will give the report of 
the Report of the Children’s Home. 
 

                             REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
                         MASONIC EASTERN STAR HOME FOR CHILDREN 
 
Ron Giesselmann, Executive Director, MESCH: So, is there anybody from the Child 
Protective Services in the audience?  If so, would you please raise your hand, because this 
story cause them to raise an eyebrow.  So, during 4-H orientation, we generally have half 
the kids at the Home for the summer, and I kind of like to break the ice a little bit and joke 
with them – and I would like to say beforehand, we do not let them watch the show, 
“Yellowstone”, because it is not rated correctly for their watching – but, I did steal an idea 
off of that and if you have been to our booth, there are items there that we have our new 
brand on.  We have been showing cattle forever, but we never had our own brand.  So we 
came up with an idea to use the Rawhide Wranglers 4-H Club logo.  So we used the R and 
the W to intertwine each other and we put a rocker under it, so we could call it, “the 
Rocking Rawhide Wranglers”.  That was the kids' idea!  So my idea to break the ice, I said:  
“Now everybody here listen close because now that we have our own brand, if you do well 
at the progress shows – progress shows are cattle shows before the 4-H shows start – I 
said, “then you are branded”.  (Laughter) The girls weren't sure about it, but all the boys 
were going, “I am in”!  And they said, “Ron, I want to be the first one – nobody has ever 
done this, so I want to be the first one”.  So, I said, “Gentlemen, nobody's getting branded”.  
So they were a little put out, but it was a great way to break the ice and the girls were glad 
and the boys were disappointed.  Anyway, I do have a lot here that I am going to present to 



you, but I wanted to break the ice here a little bit.  I am not going to read my report as it will 
be available at a later time for your reading, but I should talk about some of the things we 
are doing for our future, and one of the things that I think everybody knows about, we are 
building an 85 x 130 foot technology lab. Right now, we have the shop in the former office 
where Jan worked – the former Eastern Star Office, and her office is our woodworking 
shop.  My garage is the welding shop – we have a huge garage out in the pasture that is 
our welding shop – I don't know if we do that for the protection of anything else burning up 
– but anyway, we can centralize everything with this new building and we are going to have 
the welding shop part of that.  We will have electronics, and we are going to have a truck 
shop.  We are going to put lots of tractors and motors – I already have a 1948 8N tractor, 
and that is going to be one of our first projects.  I understand they are pretty easy to work 
on, so that is going to be a pretty fun, easy project. 
 
And that is the beauty of working out there, we have a Board of Directors who are very 
advanced and want to improve and move ahead, so I am just the taskmaster – I just run 
with the ball and it's a good time there and it is all pretty good for the kids.  The kids do 
really well.  I wish we had a way of seeing how they are doing in their adulthood, but we do 
some unofficial stuff.  And I think in the baseball world, you do good if you bat over .300 – 
we're doing well – I think we are probably batting close to .700, so 70 percent of our kids 
grow into good adults after living with us, and I think that is pretty cool. 
 
Another thing that we have – and I am a football fan – and we are having a hard time here 
in Nebraska, but I have a son living in Texas now, so he gives me a hard time.  But we have  
been pretty involved with the nursery barn and hopefully by next fall, we will be pretty well 
done with that, giving us some great shelter for the calves that we have.  Some calves we 
had to pull this past winter, which was really, really cool.  The cows always seem to wait 
until after everybody leaves – so that was a good thing for us. 
 
The kids are doing good in school – some are enrolled in sports; some have already 
graduated, and everybody else got promoted in school. 
 
And in 4-H program, we had 500 – over 500 ribbons earned during the 4-H season, and 
with only 24 kids on campus, I think that is pretty outstanding.  We are very particular, 
working with the kids on the medals and the awards and we are teaching them they have a 
purpose. 
 
It has been a wonderful year; lots of advancements; lots of financial support from the 
membership.  We are still not taking any government money; we are not taking any money 
from families, so we are very affordable.  We have a waiting list for youth to move in; but we 
are still looking to find help – the trick is, non-traditional hours, half a week on and half a 
week off for the initial help and that is a deterrent for a lot of the applicants.  Another 
deterrent we now have is our maintenance man.  I tell them that they have to pass a 
marijuana test, so we are 0 for 11.  So me and my wife and the handyman are the 
maintenance people and that is kind of fun. 
 
But that is us in a nutshell.  Thank you very much for your interest, your time, and your 
support, and thank you, Linda, for serving on the Board this year.  We love your support 
and you showed up a couple or three times, and she is always calling in, so that's good and 
we thank you very much.  (Applause) 
 
                         WRITTEN REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
                         THE MASONIC-EASTERN STAR HOME FOR CHILDREN 

  
Ron Giesselmann, Executive Director, MESCH:  The Masonic-Eastern Str Home for 
Children has offered quality care for children in a safe farm-like environment for over 100 
years.  The Children's Home is totally financed by gracious donors.  Families were not 
charged for the services provided by the Children's Home. 
 



During the year 2023, actions displayed by the Children's Home Board of Directors and its 
donors showed that they are willing to invest in making an exceptional experience for the 
resident living at the Children’s Home.  They also want to invest in the future of the 
Children's Home. 
 

The Children's Home has an extensive 4-H club, which is called the Rawhide Wranglers.  
Construction started on a new technology shop, which measures 85 feet by 130 feet, that 
will centralize vocational type 4-H projects.  4-Her's will gain personal skills and, potentially, 
career skills.  This project was funded largely by a Nebraska Mason's estate and numerous 
other donors during three fundraising campaigns. 
 

Construction also started on a new cow/calf herd.  4-H'ers learn many things when caring 
for livestock – particularly when caring for cows and calves.  A Nebraska Mason also 
funded the entire project. 
 

The children experienced success in their lives, school and 4-H during the year 2023.  
Children receive their education in the Fremont Public School system.  All of the students 
were promoted to the next grade level.  Four students were 2023 high school graduates.  
Numerous students participated in extracurricular activities ranging from choir to football. 
 

Forty-two children resided at the Children's Home during the year 2023.  Each child got a 
pair of boots, a pair of work gloves, and participated in 4-H.  They won almost 500 
ribbons/awards at three fair, two livestock progress shows and three speech contests.  
Their 4-H projects ranged from welding to sewing.  Each child is expected to explore their 
career choice through a 4-H project.  They also learn governance.  The 4-H Club elects 
their own officers, which will govern themselves during the 4-H year. 
 

We were pleased to have Worthy Grand Matron Linda Dubry present the 4-H Cottage of 
the Year award and the Most Worshipful Grand Master John Millington present the 4-H'er of 
the Year award at the Rawhide Wranglers 4-H Club's Achievement Day. 
 

It has been a wonderful year, lots of advancements, lots of financial support from the 
membership.  We are still not seeking Government money and not asking for any money 
from families, so we are affordable.  We are still looking for help – for fulltime help, 
especially for the non-traditional hours, half a weekend on and half a weekend off, and we 
are looking at a lot of the applicants.  Another deterrent, we don't have a Maintenance man 
– I tell them that they have to pass a marijuana tests – so we are 0 for 11 – so my wife and 
our handyman are the Maintenance people.  It is kind of fun, but that is us in a nutshell. 
 

Thank you for much for your time and your support and thank you, Sister Linda, for serving 
on the Board with us.  We love your support and your enthusiasm.  She showed up a 
couple of two or three times and but she has always called in, so that is important.  So, 
thank you very much, we look forward to a prosperous 2024 and a future of educating and 
caring for children.   
 

Respectfully submitted< Ron Giesselmann, Executive Director. 
 

Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Brother Ron, for your report.   (Applause) 
 

                                                       INTRODUCTIONS 
                            Executive Director of the Nebraska Masonic Home 
                               Director of the Masonic Home Foundation 

 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will introduce the Directors of the 
Nebraska Masonic Home.  Sister Associate Conductress you will assist. 
 

The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress, 



introduced Sister April Johnston, Executive Director of the Nebraska Masonic 
Home and Brother Steve Barchus, Director of the Masonic Home Foundation, 
behind Esther's Station. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister April and Brother Steve, it is my pleasure to welcome you this 
afternoon.  We know that the Home provides loving, dignified care for elderly Masons, 
Eastern Stars, and their families.  It is our pleasure to visit the Home and visit with the 
special people who reside there.  To your staff, and to you, we say “thank you” for the 
excellent quality care you give to the residents! Someone wrote, “I’ve traveled a long way 
and a lot of the roads were not paved. Ah! Being young is beautiful, but being old is 
comfortable!”  Thank you for bringing comfort to the residents of our Masonic Home!      
Sisters and Brothers, you will unite with me in giving them a hearty welcome.  (Applause) 
 

The Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress escorted the guests 
to the East and were then seated. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister April, Executive Director, may we hear from you? 

 
    REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE NEBRASKA MASONIC HOME 
 
April Johnston, Executive Director: Good afternoon.  Let's see, during the past year, we 
went on several excursions with the residents at the Home, I came to Grand Chapter in 
May as a guest; in July, I got married and had the reception at the Home; August and 
September. was some good stuff and in November, I was initiated into the Order of the 
Eastern Star, Home Chapter No. 189.  (Applause) 
 
So, with that, Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Brothers and Sisters, it is an 
honor to be here – it is always an honor to be here on behalf of the residents and staff.  
Let's see, what should we talk about.  COVID is still with us – not so much in the outside 
world, but inside our walls, The Federal Government kind of forgot about us and we are still 
living with regulations that were set in 2020, so if you are member of the Government, then 
come and tour our facilities. 

 
Activities – if you follow our Facebook page, we are always doing something different.  We 
are always thinking about what we can do different for our residents, whether it is going 
fishing, going to the Casino, going for bus rides.  Our staff could stand up here and give an 
amazing report.   

 
In November, I will celebrate three years at the Home.  Three years ago, we established an 
emergency for our staffing, like the Children's Home. There are a few ups and downs, but I 
am happy to report that in 45 days, I will just be down 2 staffing’s in my building.  
(Applause)   

 
During those years, we have made lots of progress.  We have updated our Marketing staff, 
so please stop by the booth.  We have a beautiful book about the Home and it shows what 
we do at the Home and that it is truly a "place to live".  We have a PR book – it's pretty cool 
and now you don't have to go Google us all the time.  In 2023, we decided to do a 
construction project – it was going to be pretty cool.  It started out great and it was 
supposed to be done in July; we opened it this February!   During that time, my knowledge 
of construction expanded.  My vocabulary expanded (Laughter), and I learned some skills I 
didn't know I could do.  Our next capital project is for private rooms. 
 
One thing that we did for our residents among the good things that we do – about the  
turnover of residents  -- there is a rumor that everything you own is taken away.  So one 
thing we decided to do about that rumor was to give each resident $50 a month to spend 
how they want, and we can do that because of all of you.   
 



The Home opened in 1903.  If I did my math right, we are going to celebrate 121 years!  
That is more than anyone's lifetime.  In 121 years, there have been a lot of changes and 
our goal is to improve often.  In the next 20 to 25 years, there will be hundreds of changes 
at the Home.  Our goal is to improve each year and take action.  I encourage you to come 
to the Home or have one of us come to your Chapter or to your Lodge and talk about the 
Home.  Call after the Session and remember what the Home did in 1950 – call and we will 
show you that a lot has changed in the last 50 years or so. 
 
On that note, thank you for the invitation.  We love all of you and appreciate all that you do.  
Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you Sister April for your report.  Brother Steve, Foundation 
Director, we would be pleased to hear from you. 
 

           REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF THE MASONIC HOME FOUNDATION 

 
Steve Barchus, Director: Good afternoon, Brothers and Sisters.  Again, this year, I am 
thrilled to be here and see all of you.  And April has touched on so many different things – 
we invite you to the Home – I want you to come to the Home.  If I get you to come over that 
threshold, each and every one of you will see what you are a part of and you will become a 
supporter of the Home and the Foundation.  I am a little greedy that way!  But I would also 
love to come to every one of your Chapters and show you what you are a part of.  It is 
amazing!  We have been around 121 years, and we will be around more than 121 more, 
and you know there isn't a place you go – every CVS and Walgreens in the place, and I 
guarantee you they won't be around in 121 years from now. 
 

Your support is amazing and as April mentioned, our new Welcome Center and Portico are 
absolutely gorgeous, and I want you to come so we can show off our projects and you guys 
can give us suggestions as to what we can do.  We come up with lots of stuff and April has 
done a fantastic job – look at what she has done with the nursing staff – we have amazing 
employees.  Come see our fun – if you are OCD about cleaning your house, your living 
room and all that – we will be cleaner than your home, I guarantee.  It won't be like going to 
the care center round the corner – where you turn the corner and there is a little 
disagreeable odor to greet you.  It is because we care, and because we care we have 
outstanding people who take care of not only our buildings, but our residents.   
 
Now, I would be remiss if I didn't tell you that we would love to see everyone of you be a 
donor to the Home.  I guarantee if you come through the building doors, you will become a 
donor for the Home and you will see and take pride in what you are a part of.  Please, 
please, please invite us out.  I spend a lot of time on the road.  Last summer I was lucky 
enough to see 5 Chapters in one visit and then on my way out with my truck that still had in 
transit on it hit another deer in the grill on my trip.  But even with that, I would go back!  So 
anyway, invite us out.  Thank you so very much for your outstanding support of the Home.  
As the Foundation Director, I am amazed at your generosity, and if there is ever anything I 
can do to help out at the Chapters or Lodges or any other groups or organizations that you 
are a part of, let me know.  I am willing to travel any place, any time.  I try not to double 
book, but if we can, 5 or 6 in one location, I will do that, too.  So, thank you very much for 
your hospitality.   
 

Sister Linda and Brother Cecil, I know you have had an outstanding year, and even though 
you avoided me from time to time as we crossed the state, we did find each other in the 
same place at the same time occasionally and I think you have had an amazing year.  I 
know your part is not done, Cecil – he is now the Grand High Priest of Royal Arch Masons 
of Nebraska – I suspect he and I will be traveling together.  Congratulations on a fantastic 
year, and I wish you the very best for the rest of your Session!  You already have that Past 
Grand smile!  Thank you.  Congratulations – oh, wait, there's more! 
 
April Johnston, Executive Director of the Nebraska Masonic Home:  Yes, please wait, I 



I just remembered – please welcome the newest Board Member of the Nebraska Masonic 
Home, our Worthy Grand Patron Cecil Smith. (Applause) 
 

Steve Barchus, Director of Masonic Foundation:  And he got elected and we 
immediately put him in as our Secretary – we didn't want him to bored and leave us! 
 

Linda Dubry, Worthy Grand Matron: Thank you also for having your display here and 
having the opportunity for all of us to ask questions of you about the Home.  We also thank 
you for the goodies that you provide for us.  Thank you very much. 
 

Cecil Smith, WGP: Sister April and Brother Steve, our Masonic Brothers and Sisters 
deserve the very best care possible, and I want to say thank you, Sister April, for making 
sure the residents of the Masonic Home receive that care.  Brother Steve, thank you for 
your efforts in helping obtain the funds that make it possible for the Home to provide this 
outstanding care.  The Masonic Home is a valuable asset to the Masonic Family here in 
Nebraska and is a great place to live and thrive.  Keep up the good work and Thank you.  
(Applause) 
 

                  INTRODUCTION OF THE FIFTY-YEAR AND PLUS MEMBERS 
 

Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will introduce the 50-year and plus 
members.  Sister Associate Grand Conductress you will assist. 
 

The Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress presented the 50-
year and plus members.  They were assembled on the South and North 
marching lines.  The District Grand Supervisors and Pages assisted in the 
introductions.   The Glory's Glow Choir sang, “Sentimental Journey” as the 50-
year and plus members were being assembled. 
 

Linda Dubry, WGM:  My Sisters and my Brothers, your devotion to our Order, your 
leadership, service, and prayers while serving either as an Officer or a sideliner, have been 
a source of inspiration to the members of your own Chapter and to this Grand Chapter.  
Thank you for being with us today, and we hope to see you many more times in the future! 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: My Sisters and Brothers, thank you for all you have done and continue 
to do for our Order.  We would not be the institution we are without you.  Thank you for 
sharing your time with us today. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters and Brothers, you will unite with me in giving them a hearty 
welcome.  (Applause) My Sisters and Brothers, as you pass by the microphones at Adah’s 
and Electa’s stations, please give your name, town, Chapter name and number, and the 
number of years you have been a member of the Order of the Eastern Star. Then you may 
return to your seat and be seated. 
 

Forty-seven 50-year and plus members passed by the microphones at Adah and 
Electa stations and gave their name, Chapter No. and years of service.  Years of 
service ranged from 1 day to 75 years as a 50-year and plus member.   
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Please join me in thanking our 50-Year and Plus members for their 
dedication to our Order and their presence with us this afternoon.  (Applause) 
 

            2023 – 2024 WORTHY MATRONS AND WORTHY PATRONS OF 
          SUNSHINE CHAPTER NO. 261, DOME ROCK CHAPTER NO. 215, 
                 SIGNET CHAPTER NO. 55 and HOME CHAPTER NO. 189 

 

Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Grand Conductress, you will introduce the 2023 and 2024 
Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons of Sunshine Chapter #261, Dome Rock Chapter #215, 



Signet Chapter #55, and Home Chapter #189.  Sister Associate Grand Conductress, you 
will assist. 
 

The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress, 
presented and introduced the Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons of the Worthy 
Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron's Chapters behind Esther's Station as 
follows:  Sister Wynona Bolton, 2023-2024 Worthy Matron, and Brother Albert 
Fisher, 2023-2024 Worthy Patron, of Sunshine Chapter No. 261; Brother Gary 
Williamson, 2024 Worthy Patron of Dome Rock Chapter No. 215; Sister Andrea 
Stewart, 2024 Worthy Matron of Signet Chapter No. 55; Sister Judy Wehrbein, 
2023 Worthy Matron, Sister Angi Miller, 2024 Worthy Matron, and Brother 
Gene Wehrbein, 2023 Worthy Patron, of Home Chapter No. 189. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: My dear Sisters and Brothers of Sunshine, Dome Rock, and Signet 
Chapters, your Chapters have been ‘home’ to me for many years; Sisters and Brothers 
from Home Chapter, you have always made me feel at home whenever I visit!  Thank you 
for allowing Brother Cecil Smith, Worthy Grand Patron, and I to make this journey up the 
Grand Line together and for all your love and support along the way! For you, I have 
somewhat of an Irish blessing: “May you always have love to share, cash to spare, tires 
with air, and friends who care”, for those are things you have provided for us!    
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Sisters and Brothers of Home Chapter #189.  Thank you for your 
support not only during these past 5 years, but for the past 16 years.  The time has gone by 
very quickly, and it seems just like yesterday when I was sitting as Warder, my first station.  
Your encouragement and support have made this possible, and it has been an honor to 
represent Home Chapter.  To the members of Sunshine, Dome Rock, and Signet Chapters, 
thank you for letting us borrow Worthy Grand Matron Linda Dubry, and Brother Dennis for a 
few years.  Your support and your friendship are very much appreciated.   
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters and Brothers, you will unite with me in giving the 2023-2024 
Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons of Sunshine, Dome Rock, Signet, and Home Chapters 
a hearty welcome.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress, you 
will seat our guests.  And while our Conductresses are seating our guests, Sister Grand 
Secreatary, do you have a total number of years for our 50- and plus members introduced 
today? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary:  2,659 years – 47 members!  (Applause) 
 
Chris Kennedy, PM (263):  Worthy Grand Matron, my name is Chris Kennedy and I am an 
Assistant Grand Warder and I am Chairman of that Committee – and I have Bill Engler 
(299) over here, he is the Assistant Grand Sentinel Chairman, and we have a little gift from 
the Assistant Grand Warders and Sentinels in honor of our Warders and Sentinels for the 
Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron. 
 
Bill Engler, PP (299): This gift is to be donated to your special projects from both the 
Assistant Grand Warders and Sentinels.  We thank you for our appointments. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you very much and for all your work this week.  I believe Sister 
Tracey Hefner has something to report at this time.  Sister Tracey? 
               
Tracey Hefner, (200), Passport Committee: Worthy Grand Matron, I am sure all of you 
are waiting to hear about the big Candy Jar!  There were lots of guesses – I had guesses 
from 1 and I had a 300.5 guess -- and we had over a 1,000 guessed.  Now, honestly, I don't 
think we could have gotten a 1,000 in there, but it was a guess.  However, I had 3 people 
who were real close, and actually one was right on -- we will start with the one that was in 
3rd place and that was Justine Batie, and you had 130 -- and she will need to see me 



afterward.  And then, Elaine Bass and I didn't mean to do this because she is a friend of 
mine, she had a 131 – she will have to see me afterwards, too.  And our winner of the jar of 
candy, which had 132 pieces, was Cathy Ahlstrom, from Kansas –- she is wife of the 
Worthy Grand Patron of Kansas, and Sarah Hobbie will be delivering that because she has 
some other gifts to take down there.  Thank you. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Thank you, Sister Tracey. 
 
                                               FINAL THANK YOU'S 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: In the Proceedings Book, you will find words of appreciation to 
several groups and individuals as part of my report.   I will not go through all of them here, 
but please know that what you did was greatly and warmly appreciated. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  To Brother Jim Carlton, the Enchanters, the Glory’s Glow Choir, 
Sister Mary Ann Stevens, and the several Sisters who provided the preludes for us:     
many of our Subordinate Chapters know what it is like to not have music as part of their 
meetings, so being able to be here and listen to all the wonderful and beautiful music you 
have provided for us is a true blessing and one of the purest forms of worship. Thank you! 
 
To Sister Wanda and Brother Albert Fisher:  We can’t thank the two of you enough for all 
you have done for us and for this Grand Chapter Session.  Sister Wanda, thank you for 
appointing me as your Grand Organist and for sewing the Officer’s jewel bags, shoe bags, 
and aprons and quilts. Thank you, Brother Albert, for all of your technical help, the 
calendars, and the beautiful lighted theme display. I have fond memories of sharing the 
west in Sunshine Chapter with you! 
 
To the General Arrangements Committee:    We extend to you a well-deserved thank you 
for your efforts in transforming the convention center into a beautiful Grand Chapter room.  
You work wonders, and we thank all of you.   
 
To Sister Barb Davenport:  Thank you for the beautiful decorations you made for the 
Grand Chapter …They are magnificent!  (Applause) 
 
To Brother Tim Birdsall:  Thank you for the lovely stained-glass butterflies that are 
hanging on our railing around the Grand Chapter Room and the lovely stained glass trellis 
with butterflies and morning glories you gave to Brother Cecil Smith, Worthy Grand Patron  
and I—what precious gifts they are!  Each of our Officers will receive one of the butterflies 
with a stand at the end of the session as a souvenir of our “To God Be the Glory” year. 
 
To the Members of this Grand Jurisdiction: Thank you for giving me the opportunity to 
serve this Grand Jurisdiction these past six years.  Your support and encouragement have 
made this journey one I will always cherish. 
 
To Sunshine Chapter #261, Dome Rock Chapter #215, and Signet Chapter #55: You 
are amazing! What a joy to be a member in all three Chapters!  You have been there the 
last 6 years, cheering me on, supporting me financially, making decorations and taking 
tickets for and hosting luncheons and dinners and lending support whenever I have needed 
it.  Thank you for allowing me to miss a few meetings here and there to attend to my ‘official 
duties’ I look forward to being able to be at more of the meetings to fellowship with you.   
 
To Home Chapter #189: Thank you for sharing Brother Cecil Smith, Worthy Grand Patron  
and Sister Nicole with us and for hosting our School of Instruction for the District Grand 
Supervisors.  What a wonderful five years it has been! I greatly appreciate your love and 
support. 
 
To my Worthy Grand Patron, Brother Cecil Smith, God could not have given me a better 
partner to share this journey with these past 5 years. Your devotion to the Masonic 



fraternity and to our Beautiful Order is evident in all that you do.  I look forward to spending 
time with you and Nicole many times in the future! 
 
Last but not least, to our Grand Family:  I cannot thank you enough for living up to my 
dreams and expectations!  You have been generous with your time and talents, you have 
embraced any task with enthusiasm, and the love you have shown to our members and 
each other has been a joy to witness!  My heart swells with pride whenever I think of you! 
Thank you for being our Grand Family! 
 
There are countless others that I have not mentioned.  Please know that what you did, was 
appreciated and we thank you.  Please join me in thanking everyone who had any part in 
making this a delightful “To God Be the Glory” Grand Chapter Session!!  (Applause) 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: In my Worthy Grand Patron’s written report, I have included specific 
Thank you’s to many who support the Grand Chapter Order of the Eastern Star of 
Nebraska, and I would encourage you to read this. 
 
I do want to give a general Thank You to everyone who makes this Grand Chapter happen.  
From those who register us, validate our credentials, build and tear down the Chapter 
room, sound, music, Grand Pages, Assistant Grand Sentinels and Assistant Grand 
Warders, Distinguished Guest Coordinators, March Directors, everyone who makes all this 
happen.  It is not magic, but it is hard work, and I thank you all for your work. 
 
To the Grand Family, thank you for your willingness to serve your Grand Chapter.  I have 
enjoyed getting to spend time with you and getting to know you better.  You have all given 
of your personal Time, Talents, and Tender, many times at the sacrifice of other important 
parts of your life.  It has been an Honor to serve with you.  You have done an outstanding 
job.  Thank you for your friendship. 
 
To my Father and Mother, who have joined us for this Grand Chapter, having driven about a 
thousand miles from New Mexico to be here.  You have always made the effort to attend 
games, concerts, far away duty stations, and even Nebraska events, which is not easy for 
two Razorbacks.  Thank you very much for being here and for your continued support both 
in ways that can be seen and known about and the many times in ways that could not be 
seen or known about.  It is appreciated. Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Grand Conductress, you will introduce the Husband of the 
Worthy Grand Matron and the Wife of the Worthy Grand Patron. Sister Associate 
Conductress, you will assist. 
 

                                             INTRODUCTION OF 
                              Husband of the Worthy Grand Matron 
                                                       and 
                                  Wife of the Worthy Grand Patron 

 

The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress 
introduced Brother Dennis Dubry, Husband of the Worthy Grand Matron, and 
Sister Nicole Smith, Wife of the Worthy Grand Patron behind Esther's Station. 
 

Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Nicole, it has been a delight getting acquainted with you and 
working with you in planning, shopping for, and discussing this Grand Chapter Session. As 
educators and musicians, we share a deep bond, and I cannot adequately express the 
gratitude in my heart for all you have done for Brother Cecil Smith and me! Thank you for 
sharing this journey with us! 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Brother Dennis, you, my Love, have been a Godsend! I could not 
have done this without your love and support all these years, even during the time when 



you were not a member of the Order.  You have always given me strength and supported 
me in my weakest moments and have been willing to do the things that needed doing 
whenever I couldn’t find the time to do them or when they were things that made me 
squeamish! Your thoughtfulness and constancy are precious to me!   
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: I have two bits of wisdom for both of you: “It doesn’t matter where you 
go in life, it’s who you have beside you.” And “The perfect marriage is just two imperfect 
people who refuse to give up on each other.” 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Brother Dennis, for the past five years, you have been there for all 
things, great and small.  You make things happen, and you do it with a smile.  I value your 
friendship and thank you for all you have done to support Linda and I, and all that you have 
done for this Grand Chapter.  Thank you. 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Sister Nicole, very simply, I would not have been able to perform this 
job and many others if it was not for your love and support.  Thank you for your patience 
and voice of reason.  I look forward to spending more time with you and traveling to no 
place in particular, but just to be with you.  Love you. 
 

Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain sang the song, “The Way that He Loves”, for the 
Husband of the Worthy Grand Matron and the Worthy Grand Patron. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress, you 
will escort the Wife of the Worthy Grand Patron and the Husband of the Worthy Grand 
Matron to the East. 
 

They were escorted to the East where they were greeted by the Worthy Grand 
Matron and Worthy Grand Patron.   
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters and Brothers, you will unite with me in giving Sister Nicole and 
Brother Dennis a very warm and grateful welcome.  (Applause)   
 
Nicole Smith, Wife of the Worthy Grand Patron:  Worthy Grand  Patron, I am sorry – and 
I hope I don't cry but, Cecil, I know that I give you a hard time, but I know you have an 
inability to say “no” to anything Masonic -- but it really occurred to me this week when Past 
Grand Patron Alvin spoke about your symbol to someone to walk up rightly, I realized that 
that was what being a Mason is and it keeps you walking upright.  Your heart is full of 
kindness and grace and clarity that you generally show to others – I guess what you see 
here is what you are all the time.  You are a man after God's heart.  You live out your faith 
and God is in yours.  You always give glory to God.  You have become my “someone” and I 
hope I am that “someone” for you; and being with you, I know I am on the right path. I am 
so proud of the man you have grown up to be over the last 38 years.  I love you!  
(Applause) 
 

Dennis Dubry, Husband of the Worthy Grand Matron:  Linda, you have such a loving 
and caring attitude toward everybody.  We will be married for 47 years this year.  I never 
have heard my wife say anything bad about anybody.  Her love for God is so strong.  She is 
one of the most faithful people I have ever known, and it has carried through in our 
marriage.  You know, and I know, that your mom and dad have been with you through these 
years, and they would be very proud.  I am so proud of you and I love you.  (Applause) 
 

                                               FAREWELL REMARKS 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: These past 6 years, although a bit longer time than most officers 
going up the line endure, have flown quickly! I am grateful for the many friendships I have 
developed over the years among my Star Sisters and Brothers.  God’s grace and tender 
mercy have led me on this journey, and His peace and love have sustained me in the 
difficult times, when weather did not cooperate, or a decision weighed upon me.  When our 



Grand Family gathered for the first time in North Platte to meet each other, I was overjoyed 
by the cacophony of sound that ensued when each of you found out who you would be 
working with!  I knew then that this would truly be a blessed year!  As we had our Area 
Visitations, I was blessed even further, as I saw the amazing crowds that gathered. Each 
visit was unique, but they all accomplished what we had set out to do as a Grand Family 
 
Sisters and Brothers of Nebraska, you truly blessed me by your generosity in supporting 
our projects and by the many messages and kind words you have shared with me this year, 
not to mention the beautiful hugs!  I have been pleased to see that most of you took to 
heart my challenge to work with the other Masonic bodies, creating events that would 
involve more than one of the Masonic organizations. Keep up the good work! If you have 
not participated in our Passport program, I encourage you to give it a try!  By visiting your 
Sisters and Brothers in neighboring chapters and other jurisdictions and attending other 
Masonic events, you strengthen the ties, and we become stronger as a Masonic Family. 
 

There are still many challenges that lie ahead for Nebraska Grand Chapter.  I encourage 
each of you to reach within yourselves and do what you can to help us meet those 
challenges.  Reach out to inactive members and see if there is a way to help get them 
involved again. Invite new people to join your chapter. 
 
Thank you for the joy and privilege of serving this Grand Chapter, and may God continue to 
bless you all as you serve and glorify Him! 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: This past year Linda Dubry, Worthy Grand Matron, and I emphasized 
at your visitations the need to strengthen our ties with the local lodge and appendant 
bodies.  I believe and have seen that when these relationships are strong and vibrant, both 
organizations become stronger.  We emphasized that to have a strong, healthy General 
Grand Chapter, we must have strong Grand Chapters. To have strong Grand Chapters, we 
must have strong and healthy subordinate chapters.  To have strong, healthy Subordinate 
Chapters, we must have strong and healthy relationships between our members.  So, I 
would encourage you as individual members to focus on encouraging and strengthening 
the relationships within your chapter.  The precepts and lessons taught in our Ritual provide 
what we need to be successful.  I challenge you to put it to the test. 

 
Thank you to the members of this Grand Chapter for letting me serve as Worthy Grand 
Patron, it has been an honor. Lastly, I want to say Thank You for being a member of the 
Order of the Eastern Star.  Farewell. 

 

A standing ovation and applause. 

 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sisters and Brothers, please join together in singing our Praise 
Hymn, “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” found on page 48 of your program book. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Grand Secretary do you have any announcements? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary: I do, Worthy Grand Matron.  The Chairman of Star 
Dogs had to step out, but the winner of the dog quilt is Ruth Chapter No. 119, North Bend. 
(Applause) And then the winner of the Service Dog Contest is Mike Hitchcock from 
Ainsworth, and the dog was Ozzie. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Please be present this evening at 5:00 to enjoy the musical 
selections by Sister Neta Ridinger prior to Installation.  Let us unite in Prayer. 
 

Brother Bernie Hauber, Grand Chaplain, gave a Prayer at the Altar. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:   Sister Grand Conductress, you will attend at the Altar. 
 



The Grand Conductress closed the Bible.  She and the Grand Chaplain then 
returned to their stations. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Brother Grand Marshal, you will proclaim the Grand Chapter called 
from labor to refreshment to reconvene at 5:00 o’clock this evening. 
 

By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Marshal called the Grand 
Chapter from Labor to Refreshment to reconvene at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sisters and Brothers, please remain seated until the Grand Officers 
have retired.  The Grand Officers will retire.   
 

The Grand Officers performed their closing march and retired. 
 
 

                                 THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 11, 2023 
                                                5:00 P.M. 
 

Musical selections by Sister Neta Ridinger (55) were played for the enjoyment of 
those gathering for the evening session.  At 5:15 p.m., Brother Alvin Benemerito, 
Past Grand Patron, introduced the Grand Officers with music provided by Sister 
Mary Ann Stevens (189).  There were no formations prior to installation on 
Thursday evening.  Following the Grand Officers’ introductions, the Grand 
Officers exited the stage and prepared for their opening march. 
 
The Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress escorted Sister 
Cheryl Beckius, Past Grand Matron and GGCCM International Headquarters, 
and Brother Gary Brhel, Past Grand Patron and GGCCM Service Dogs, through 
the Labyrinth to the East.  Sister Cheryl called the Session to order.  The Grand 
Officers performed their opening march.  The Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy 
Grand Patron were escorted to the East, were given Grand Honors and the 
Grand Officers assumed their stations. 

 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Cheryl and Brother Gary, thank you for opening this evening’s 
session. As General Grand Chapter Committee Members and members of our Grand 
Trustees and Jurisprudence Committee, respectively, I thought it only fitting that you open 
this session as we hand over the reins to our successors.  I had the opportunity to serve as 
one of your Grand Companions when Brother Dennis was your Grand Chaplain.  Your 
“Trails of Faith” Grand Chapter Session was an inspirational one. I have enjoyed working 
with both of you this year and wish you “Happy Trails!” 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Sister Cheryl and Brother Gary, thank you for opening the last session 
of this 148th Grand Chapter.  In your roles as heads of Trustees and Jurisprudence I thank 
you for your advice, encouragement, and support to the “To God Be the Glory” Grand 
Family and to our Grand Chapter. Our Grand Chapter is better because of the work you do.  
Thank you. 
. 
Linda Dubry, WGM: Sister Neta, thank you for your beautiful prelude this evening.  When 
we moved to North Platte the year I became Grand Warder, you were the first to invite us to 
visit First Methodist Church, and we have enjoyed our fellowship with our church family 
there and your music ever since.   
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Sister Neta, thank you for the beautiful prelude to this evening’s 
session. Your music is good for the soul. Thank you. 
 



The Worthy Grand Matron instructed the Grand Conductress to open the Bible on the Altar. 
She then directed the Grand Marshal to proclaim the Grand Chapter Open for the 
Ceremony of Installation. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Sister Sheli, Brother Keith, and your Grand Officers, we wish for you 
a marvelous year. We look forward to seeing your Grand Family at many events this next 
year!  May God bless you both as richly as He has blessed us! 
 
Cecil Smith, WGP: Sister Sheli and Brother Keith, may you have a wonderfully successful 
and blessed year.  I look forward to your leadership, and I know you will do a great job. 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  We are now ready for the Ceremony of Installation of the 2024-2025 
Grand Officers.  We welcome the many friends, family, and members here this evening.  
Thank you all for coming!  I have the honor of presenting Sister Karan Birdsall, Past Grand 
Matron, who will serve as Installing Grand Officer. 
 

The Grand Conductress escorted the Installing Grand Officer, Sister Karan 
Birdsell, Past Grand Matron, to the East, where Sister Karan announced those 
who would be assisting in the Installation.  Installing Grand Officers for the 2024-
2025 Officers were as follows: 
 
Karan Birdsall, PGM............................... Installing Grand Officer 
David Wetrosky, PGP.............................  Assistant Installing Grand Officer 
Bruce Raddatz, PGP..............................   Installing Grand Chaplain 
Judy Wehrbein, PGM.............................   Installing Grand Marshal 
Betty Garwood, PGM.............................   Installing Grand Organist 
 
Linda Dubry, WGM:  Thank you, Sister Karan.  The Grand Officers will retire. 
 

Installing Grand Officer, Sister Karan Birdsall, PGM, called a brief recess to 
prepare for the Ceremony of Installation.  The 2023-2024 Grand Officers retired 
informally.  Sister Sue Stroud (8) entertained with musical selections during the 
recess. 
 
                                  CEREMONY OF INSTALLATION 
 
As is tradition in Nebraska, the Grand Ducks, dressed in black tuxedos, entered 
the Grand Chapter Room to the music of "Ducks on Parade".  Each was carrying 
a chair which was strategically placed in a semi-circle behind Grand Esther's 
station in preparation for the entrance of those who would be installed. 
 
Grand Officers and Grand Trustee installed for 2024-2025 were: 
 
Sheli Rice (325)............................................. .Worthy Grand Matron 
Keith Lindvall (35)...........................................Worthy Grand Patron 
Gloria Guern (114, 132).................................. Associate Grand Matron 
Dennis Rix (119)............................................. Associate Grand Patron 
Jan Thoman, PGM (9, 153)............................ Grand Secretary 
Karla Lawler (42,264,55)................................ Grand Treasurer 
Andy Stewart (142,264).................................. Grand Conductress 
Kerri Straub (269)............................................Associate Grand Conductress 
Dennis Dubry (215,261,55).............................Grand Trustee 
Mike Buchardt (153).......................................  Grand Chaplain 
Rick Baker (325)............................................. Grand Marshal 
Grand Organist (189)..................................... Grand Organist 



Erin Johnson (1)............................................. Grand Adah 
Chris Kennedy (263).....................................   Grand Ruth 
Elizabeth Imig (169).......................................  Grand Esther 
Ann Daudt (84)...............................................  Grand Martha 
April Ott (214).................................................  Grand Electa 
Marcia Donley (39).........................................  Grand Warder 
Greg Mason (94)..........................................     Grand Sentinel 
 
Following her installation as Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Sheli Rice was 
escorted to the East with the song, "I See the Light", song by Katheryn Rice 
(325), and accompanied by Caryn Ziettlow (119). 
 
Following his installation as Worthy Grand Patron Brother Keith Lindvall was 
escorted to the East while the song, "You Raise Me Up", was sung by Jessica 
Hitchcock (113) and accompanied by Caryn Ziettlow (119). 
 
The remainder of the Grand Officers were then installed.  The Ritualist 
Installation Prayer was then offered by Installing Chaplain Bruce Raddatz, At the 
direction of the Installing Officer, the Installing Grand Marshal proclaimed the 
2024-2025 Grand Officers duly installed.   
 
The Grand Ducks then removed the chairs from behind Esther's Station after the 
last Grand Officer was installed. 
 
      Remarks by the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron 
 
Sheli Rice, WGM: Thank you, Grand Ducks.  Wow!  What a wonderful sight.  Worthy 
Grand Patron. 
 
Keith Lindvall, WGP: Worthy Grand Matron. 
 
Sheil Rice, WGM: Sisters, Brothers, Family, and Friends, I never ever thought I would be 
here.  I am feeling humble, honored, and grateful to be standing here and I thank the 
members of this Grand Jurisdiction for the confidence placed in us and affording us this 
opportunity to serve.  What an awesome sight to behold.  It was a summer evening in 
Hastings, following a visitation, that the future weighed heavy – decisions to make, 
directions to take, the feeling of knowing you don't know what you don't know and how to 
work with that!  As we walked out of the Lodge into a field north of the building, there must 
have been thousands of fireflies, all glowing in the dusk.  It was a spectacular sight, and the 
perfect affirmation of God's divine creation.  I had been struggling about how to use light as 
a central theme for our year and here it was, bouncing in front of us, producing light of its 
own, sharing with others and lighting a path for our way to that field.  If God can make a 
bug light up, imagine what he can do with you and me? 
 
Today, my heart is full of joy for our members near and far across Nebraska and other 
states.  Brother Keith, I am pleased and honored to have you by my side as we journey 
along our path, illuminated by wisdom and strength of those gone before us, and bright for 
those we hope and invite to join us along the way.  Sister Dottie and Brother Dave really 
knew what they were doing when they made that first important appointment, and I am so 
thankful that their appointment also brought Sister Rita into my life and family. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, it is with honor that I introduce to you, your Worthy Grand Patron 
Brother Keith Lindvall.  (Applause) 
 
Keith Lindvall, WGP:  It is really quite an honor to be here tonight – and I really mean that.  
That is the way that I feel, to get to represent future years.  We want our honor stations this 



year to be our sideliners, some of our most devoted members.  We want to emphasize the 
value and possibilities that each of you bring to each of us who belong to Eastern Star.  It is 
great to be part of an organization with you who brings a quality to our beautiful Order and 
makes this amazing Organization what it is. 
 
Sheli Rice, WGM:   So Keith, last year, when we honored our 50-year plus members, I 
think we established that you are old enough to be my father.  (Laughter) 
 
Keith Lindvall, WGP: And I think you are a rather opinionated young lady!  (Laughter) You 
know, in all seriousness, I am honored to be up here tonight with you, and I would like to 
say a special thank you this year to Sister Sheli.  You are a perfect partner for me and I 
hardly knew Sister Sheli when I started this journey a few years ago.  But her and her 
family have grown to be a part of my family.  Sister Karan and Brother Bruce, you could not 
have picked a better leader for this year.  Ladies and Gentlemen, I have the honor to 
present to you, Worthy Grand Matron Sister Sheli Rice.  (Applause) 
 
Sheli Rice, WGM:  We thank you for taking your precious time to be with us this evening.  
It is good to see so many familiar faces and friends.  The Installation Program has all the 
information regarding the "Let Your Light Shine” Grand Year.  Please take time to read it 
and join us as you can on many of our service opportunities, events, and travels.  You will 
be hearing more about our projects during the coming year through the O.E.S. News, 
various communications with your Chapters, at our Area Visitations, and in our individual 
personal Chapter Visits. 
 
Keith Lindvall, WGP: Our aim for the next year is to encourage members to free 
themselves from the fear of failure so they can more fully live our obligation in the 
community and the world; Shining as an example of active service; Sharing the principals 
of our Order through your words and your actions; Invite others to participate in the same 
service, leadership, and lifestyle; and Build our Order by gift of invitation to membership.   
 
Sheil Rice, WGM:  In other words, "Shine, Share, Invite, Build".  This year, we will elevate 
and support two special projects: Our very own Masonic Youth Foundation of Nebraska, 
Inc., and OES Star Dogs of Nebraska, Inc.  These are both worthwhile and dedicated 
foundations that enhance support and have far reaching effects on our communities and 
the world.  OES Star Dogs is a very tangible expression of how we can serve and reach our 
communities.  Our Youth today are about actions – our actions speak volumes - louder than 
our words.  Let's fill them with positive, sustainable actions, how to be good citizens in their 
world view.  Now that we are consistently continuing to build a financial foundation for the 
OES Star Dogs of Nebraska, Inc., we must educate and actively invite qualified recipients 
to apply and successfully use dogs to more fulfill their lives In sharing that experience and 
generating more returns of service and therapy dog assistance. 
 
Keith Lindvall, WGP: This year, we will continue to support the General Grand Chapter 
and the Nebraska Grand Chapter projects.  We will support the Children's Home in 
Fremont and hopefully purchase a welding table for their new agriculture technology shop.  
We also will have significant designated gifts to the Nebraska Masonic Home in 
Plattsmouth and we will continue to support ESTARL scholarships.  We encourage an 
active volunteer support for each of Youth groups. 
 
We, as Eastern Stars, sometimes see secrets, but in my opinion, there are few secrets.  To 
you, the only secrets are a little bit in our initiatory work.  The stories of our Star Points are 
taken from the Bible and other Biblical stories.  The Ritual is copyrighted, but it is available 
to anyone.  Please let people know you are proud of our organization and for those of you 
who belong to other service organizations and someone says, "I like the way you did that."  
Respond with, "I learned that in Star, or Rainbow, or Job's, or Masons." 
 
As I look around the room, I see many that have accomplished much in life, and yet, I am 
privileged to be up here.  I think that is what Star is about; we get to hang out with some 
fantastic people!  So, I want you to look at your neighbor and acquaintances and show 



them you are proud to know them and tell them you would like to have them in your family 
by telling them, "I belong to Eastern Star".  Tell them, "I like hanging out with those people; 
they are just a great bunch"! 
 
Sheli Rice, WGM: During this time, we will make some introductions and we will take 
turns, and please know that we speak for one another.  We will be making all introductions 
from the sidelines.  We are concerned about your time and we know that you need to get to 
the reception.  Will the Installing Officers and Soloists, please stand?  We would like to 
sincerely thank you for accepting the responsibility and stress for doing such an awesome 
job.  You are all very special to Keith and me. 
  
Our Installing Officer, Sister Karan – my Momma Bird – thank you for opening your heart 
and your home for a 14-year old Rainbow Girl so many years ago.  My thanks to you and 
Brother Bruce for asking me to have a cup of coffee – although we were doing it during 
Facetime, and I think it lasted way past one cup!  Thank you for the hope and faith you 
have placed in me. 
 
Sister Judy, what a joy to have you by my side escorting me to the East.  Thank you for 
being a leader, mentor and friend.  Who knew when I began first attending our HIKE 
weekend, that our paths would cross many, many times – that you would be the Supervisor 
for this very green and pregnant Worthy Matron, and then that I would follow you on this 
journey.  He knows; He always does, doesn't He?  Thank you to both you and Brother Alvin 
for blessing me by being one of your Grand Officers and the joys that went with that.  If you 
know, you know! 
 
Sister Betty, what beautiful music that is yours that is heard when the Sound of Music is in 
the room.  Thank you, for being a shining way of leadership, a mentor, and a friend.   You 
are my Fraternal Great-Grandmother, one of the adults from Rainbow for me.  Your graceful 
and passionate approach to life's adversities and challenges our Youth face is truly 
invaluable and inspiring, and I continue to learn from you every day.  Thank you. 
 
Keith Lindvall, WGP:  I want to repeat Sheli's thank you's for our Grand Installing Officers.  
I also want to say thank you to the guys who were our Installing Officers:  Bruce Raddatz, 
our Installing Chaplain, Past Grand Patron, former Trustee, and has been a personal friend 
and has taken care of Tuscan Chapter while I have been out kind of running around for the 
last 2 and 1/2 years.  I could not have done it without your help and support.   
 
Past Grand Matron Candy Martin and Past Grand Patron “Terry” Terry, -- and Sister Sue 
Terry, would you please stand?  I have no idea what possessed you to pick me as Grand 
Chaplain or even that I could be a Grand Officer.  But I am so grateful that you took the 
chance and look what happened Thank you for asking me and for supporting me on this 
journey. 
 
Past Grand Patron David, my Assistant Installing Grand Officer – I still remember that day 
after Grand Chapter when my term as Grand Chaplain ended and I was sure that would be 
my last Grand Office, but you and Sister Dottie Arent stopped by and asked, "How would 
you like to be Grand Sentinel"?  I think I said, "Are you sure"?  (Laughter) I don't remember 
exactly what you said, but I thank you because it was David and Dottie who started me on 
this journey. 
 
Sheli Rice, WGM: Sister Sue Stroud, thank you for the musical selections during the 
intermission and thank you for your friendship and for sharing your beautiful talent and 
music.  Of course, thank you to my daughter, Sister Katheryn, for the beautiful expression 
of that particular song and for singing it for me. 
 
Keith Lindvall, WGP: I also want to thank Sister Jessica Hitchcock for your beautiful 
music.  I am always impressed by people who have so much talent in that area.  I picked 
that song especially for you to emphasize my role and my reliance on all of you.  I truly feel 
lifted up by being in this room with so many Sisters, Brothers and friends "who have raised 



me up so I can stand on mountains.  I am strong when I am on your shoulders – you raise 
me up to more than I can be"!   
 
To our Grand Officers, I thank you all and for your companions for saying yes to us when 
we asked you to serve.  Please join me in giving our Sisters and Brothers a hearty thank 
you.  (Applause) 
 
Sheli Rice, WGM: To the Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons, we are pleased 
you took the time to be with us this evening.  Your continued support and guidance is truly 
appreciated.  Please help me in thanking all of our Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand 
Patrons.  (Applause) 
 
Keith Lindvall, WGP: It was my pleasure to recognize the Grand Family that we are 
sharing this year with.  We also want to recognize our Past Grand Families.  This journey 
would not have been possible for either of us without your help and inspiration.  Would the 
following Grand Families please rise?  Sister Judy and Brother Alvin's "Spirit of the Star" 
Grand Family please stand; Sister Candy and Brother Terry, "The Legacy of Service" Grand 
Family; Sister Karan and Brother Bruce's "Enduring Hope" Grand Family; Sister Dottie and 
Brother Dave's "Oceans of Possibilities" Grand Family; Sister Laurie and Brother Wayne's 
"Rainbow of Kindness" Grand Family, and Sister Linda and Brother Cecil's "To God Be the 
Glory" Grand Family -- Sheli and I have so many special friends in each of these families, 
please help me thank them for being here this evening.  (Applause) 
   
Sheli Rice, WGM:  I invite my family to please stand.  It is my distinct honor and pleasure 
to introduce to you my life companion and husband, Reverend Doctor Bryan Rice, 
beekeeper, peacemaker, and stuff.  (Applause) My children:  Daniel Rice and Katheryn 
Rice – thank you for being the best family, clean-team, and support that I could ever have; 
my father, Sam Urich; my sister, Erica Bryan; and my mother-in-law, Caroline Rice.  Thank 
you for being here and for loving me for who I am.  (Applause) 
 
Keith Lindvall, WGP:  Well, Rita – I could not be up here without Rita – it would be a 
disaster!  She has been the very best partner I could have.  Thank you for everything you 
do for me and with me.  I love you., Babe.  (Applause) I also want to introduce my brothers 
and other family members.  Would you guys, please stand?  My son is here – my older son, 
Scott, and my younger son, Eric.  The oldest brother, Jerry, and Brother No. 2, Ron, and 
then my baby Brother, George.  (Applause) Thank you for being here tonight and putting up 
with me for all those years when I was learning how and trying to be a father and a brother.  
I appreciate it. 
 
Sheli Rice, WGM:  Will the 2024-2025 "Let Your Light Shine Grand Family" and the Grand 
Companions please stand?  Thank you for saying yes; we appreciate your willingness to 
give of your time and talents and love of our Order.  We know that with your help, we will 
make this "Let Your Light Shine" year one to be proud of and to be remembered.  Please 
help me in thanking them for saying yes.  (Applause) Worthy Grand Patron Keith and I 
would also like to thank our Chapters, Lodges, Bethels, Assemblies, and Chapters. 
 
Keith Lindvall, WGP: Will the members of Alpha Chapter No. 325 and Tuscan Chapter No. 
35, Rob Morris Lodge No. 46, Bellevue Lodge No. 325, Athena Assembly No. 24, Rainbow 
Girls; Bethel 15, Job's Daughters; and Alpha Chapter DeMolay, please stand?  (Applause) 
To the members of my Blue Lodge and Tuscan Chapter No. 35, both have been so 
supportive and  I feel so blessed.  I truly love all the special friends I have made.  I want to 
say a special thank you to Jill Woodward, my Page for this year.  She has been such a 
support for me and for Tuscan Chapter, and I am truly grateful to have them be a part of my 
life.  Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Sheli Rice, WGM:  You know it takes a village for me – my Chapter and my Lodge are the 
best and they are the best friends and family that there is.  I have been a part of the 
Bellevue Masonic Family since the age of 13 and there are just no words.  I remember 
when the blue carpet was relatively new and we didn't have a dining hall – and I say, it i 



inadequate for me to use words to describe the overwhelming feeling of belonging and 
support from you.  Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Sheli Rice, WGM: At this time, I think there are words that Alpha Chapter wanted to say or 
do – 
 

 (The Worthy Matrons of Alpha Chapter No. 325 and Tuscan Chapter No. 35 
came to the East.) 
 
Krystal Bogdan, WM (325):  Worthy Grand Matron, we are so pleased to be here with you 

tonight – Sister Sheli was my Faith when I was initiated into the International Order of 
Rainbow for Girls and my Conductress during my initiation into the Order of the Eastern 
Star.  I am very proud to have you as my friend.  Today has, indeed, been a Labyrinth and I 
am grateful to have you been my side.  Will the other members here with my Worthy Patron 
and the members of Alpha Chapter No. 325, please stand?  For your year, the hope is that 
you "Let Your Light Shine.  We love you!  It is my great honor to present you with this check 
for your projects on behalf of Alpha Chapter No. 325. 
 
Sheil Rice, WGM: Thank you, Sisters and Brothers.  (Applause) 
 
Jill Woodward, PM, (35): Worthy Grand Patron, the members of Tuscan Chapter wish you 
the very best for your year in the Grand East.  Our sincere congratulations and "Let Your 

Light Shine".  Thank you.  (A gift was given to the Worthy Grand Patron) 
 
Keith Lindvall, WGP: Thank you.  (Applause) Oh, wow, a Bible with my name on it.  Thank 
you. 
 
Sheil Rice, WGM: Sister Linda and Brother Cecil, please join us here at the podium.  We 
would also like to have Sister Candy and Brother Terry, and Sister Karan and Brother Bruce 
come forward.                                                    
 
Sheli Rice, WGM:  What a wonderful year you have had during your "To God Be The 
Glory" year.  We both share your love for our Order and our members.  You served with 
grace and purpose.  Thank you for your leadership and your deep commitment and thank 
you for letting us be a part of your Grand Family.  I think there are some presentations to be 
made. 
 
                                                        PRESENTATIONS 
 
Candy Martin, PGM:  Sister Linda, darling daughter – I can remember when I called Linda 
and asked her to be our Grand Warder, I think you said, "I really would like to do that, but I 
don't think Dennis would let me do it."  So, Dennis, thank you.  I have the honor to present 
to you your Past Grand Matron's pin, which is absolutely gorgeous – take a look at this!  

(Brother Dennis pinned the Past Grand Matron's jewel on PGM Linda).. 
 
Harald "Terry" Terry, PGP:  There is a little bit of story that goes with this – when she said 
"Yes, Dennis agreed, under the condition that we sell the house and move closer to the 
middle of the state."  I believe several semi-truckloads later, they were able to sell the 
house because the house was full of formals and things, so Dennis was happy with the 

move.  (PGP Terry presented Sister Linda with her Past Grand Matron cards) I will 

say it takes a while to being the Past – the Junior Past Matron – but it was a beautiful trip 
and a wonderful year.  Enjoy it.  (Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, PGM: Brother, Son, Cecil:  It is my honor and privilege to present you with 
your Past Grand Patron's Jewel.  We have lots of opportunities in life and decisions to 
make and boy, did we get lucky – our Masonic family is so lucky.  Thank you for saying yes! 
(Sister Nicole Smith pinned the Past Grand Patron's jewel on Past Grand Patron 
Cecil.) 
 



Bruce Baker, PGP:  I would like to say "ditto" to what Sister Karan said – I am proud to call 
you my Brother, my Friend, my son, and it is my duty – my honor and my privilege to 
present you with your Past Grand Patron's card.  It comes with an induction ceremony as 
you might know; however, I have the authority to do the Cliff notes  - for those of you who 
know about Cliff Notes -- with the inflation we are dealing with and the dues, I found it upon 
myself to pay for your dues for this year as they are due this time of the year.  The induction 
is completed   
 
Keith Lindvall, WGP:  I have to make a correction here – Ann, would you please stand?  I 
am sorry, I missed my sister-in-law, Ann, who is Ron's wife – thank you for being here. 
(Applause) 
 
 CLOSING 
 
Sheili Rice, WGM:  We are now ready to close this session of the Grand Chapter of 
Nebraska.  Sister Grand Secretary, are there any announcements? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGP, Grand Secretary: Worthy Grand Matron, I know we are trying to get 
over to eat, but I do have some things, real quickly: 
 
You are cordially invited to the "Let Your Light Shine" Grand Officer Reception honoring 
Worthy Grand Matron Sheli Rice and Worthy Grand Patron Keith Lindvall and the 2024-
2025 Grand Officers.  Sunday, June 2nd, 2024, From 2:00 p.m. To 4:00 p.m. at the Scottish 
Rite Masonic Center, and that is in Omaha.  And, 
 
Saturday, June 8th, 2024, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., Minden Opera House – and I am going to give 
you the address -- 22 East 5th Street in Minden. 
 
Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron. 
 
Sheli Rice, WGM: In closing, Brother Keith and I, our Grand Officers and Companions, and 
our families, want to thank you for your presence here this evening.  We hope to see you 
across the hall as we kick off this new Grand Chapter year.  We look forward to seeing you 
at our Area Visitations, at your meetings, your community events, and other opportunities.  
Remember our theme: “Shine! Share, Invite and Build". 
 
Keith Lindvall, WGP: Yes, what she said (Laughter).  We look forward to seeing you 
during the next year.  Thank you for being here.  Let's get out of here and meet across the 
hall in the Crystal Room. 
 
Sheli Rice, WGM:  Please rise as you are able and join us in singing our closing ode, "This 
Little Light of Mine", on the last page of your program. 
 

The Closing Ode was sung. 
 
Sheli Rice, WGM: Please join me in an Attitude of Prayer: 
 
Dr. Bryan Rice (325) Almighty and eternal God, as we bring this Grand Chapter Session 
to a close, we bow our heads in humble gratitude, we lift our hearts in praise.  May your 
light shine for the wisdom, guidance, and strength that have carried us through these 
proceedings.  Your divine presence has been our salvation and your love has been our 
sustenance.  We thank you for the fellowship and unity we have experienced for the said 
visuals and the collective efforts that have driven our discussions and decisions.  May the 
bonds of Brotherhood and Sisterhood forge here continue to strengthen and inspire us in 
the days ahead.  Lord, as we depart from this place, we seek your continued blessings 
upon each member of our Eastern Star family.  Grant us the courage to uphold the 
principles of truth, charity, and loving kindness that define our Order.  Help us to reflect your 
light in our communities, serving with passion and humility.  We ask for your protection and 
your guidance as we go back to our homes.  May your peace which surpasses all 
understanding guard our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus.  May the work we have 



accomplished here bear fruits and bring honor to your Holy Name.  May your light shine 
through us for the great things you have done or are doing, and will continue to do through 
us.  In your Holy Name, we pray.  Amen (So may it ever be). 
 
Sheli Rice, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will close the Bible. 
 

The Grand Conductress proceed to the Altar and closed the Bible, then returned 
to her station. 
 
Sheli Rice, WGM: Please join me in the Mizpah Benediction: “May the Lord watch between 
me and thee while we are absent one from the other".  Brother Grand Marshal, you will 
proclaim the 148th Annual Session of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska, Order of the Eastern 
Star, closed. 
 

As instructed, the Grand Chapter proclaimed the Grand Chapter closed. 
 
Sheli Rice, WGM: This Grand Chapter is closed.  Please remain seated until the Grand 
Officers retire.  The Grand Officers will now retire. 
 

The Grand Officers retired informally to meet in the Crystal Room for Social Time. 
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 *1910 -- Mrs. Annie M. Evans (65) 
 *1911 -- Mrs. Carrie E. Wright (75) 
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*1950 -- Mrs. Vera Jones (214) 
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*1966 -- Dr. Helen Morten (301) 
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*1977 -- Mrs. Mary Lou Woods (246) 
*1978 -- Mrs. Betty J. Pauley (8)                                                                                    
*1979 -- Mrs. Carole DeMoss (325) 
*1980 -- Mrs. Helen M. Brannan 
*1981 -- Mrs. Barbara Aten (142) 
*1982 -- Mrs. Betty Mabon (204) 
1983 -- Mrs. Arleen Kuhl (84), Box 369, Plainview NE 68769 
1984 -- Mrs. Marie Rasmussen (Don) (39), 1327 W. 16th, Hastings NE  68901 
*1985 -- Mrs. Marjorie Ward (175) 
*1986 -- Miss Evelyn Buettgenbach (148) 
*1987 -- Mrs. Hannah Armstrong (185)  
1988 -- Mrs. Judy Bespalec  (104) 1140 Grove Ave., Crete NE 68333                                                                                                     
*1989 -- Mrs. Roberta Phipps (292) 
1990 -- Mrs. Bonnie Evans (113), 1540 Garret Lane, Apt. 310, Lincoln NE 68512 
*1991 -- Mrs. Bonnie Brasel (269) 
*1992 -- Mrs. Marleen Dinklage (149) 
1993 -- Mrs. Carol Luther (246), Box 148, Kilgore NE 69216 
1994 -- Mrs. Mary Lou Erickson (Lowell) (159), Box 41, Wausa NE 68786 
1995 -  Mrs. Jeanine Bryceson (321), 716 Lancashire Ct., Lincoln NE 68510 
1996 - Mrs. Susan Andreasen (Wayne) (84), 410 Ridgeway Dr., Norfolk NE 68701 
1997 -- Mrs. Ann Wells (Robert) (92), 2217 Gaeth Ave., Fremont NE 68025 
1998 -- Mrs. Joni Bennett (Ed) (33), 2341 Andrea Place, Lincoln, NE, 68512 
1999 -- Mrs. H. Marlene Jones , (292),  3117 Calvary Road, Council Bluffs IA 51503                                                               
2000 -- Mrs. Mary Jo Peterson (Gene) (198), PO Box 306, Ceresco 68017 
2001 -- Mrs. Dee Schuetz (Jon) (189), 209 Avian Circle So., Bellevue NE 68005 
2002 – Mrs. Donna Carmichael (Lamoine)(86), 21608 No. 150th Dr., Sun   
   City West AZ 85375 
*2003 – Mrs. Cynthia “Cyn” Norman (279) 
*2004 – Mrs. Genevieve “Jill” Ramsey (269) 
2005 – Ms. Jan Thoman (9), 1320 No. 55th St., Lincoln NE 68504 
2006 – Mrs. Betty Kirby (John)(153), 4501 Eagle Ridge Road, Lincoln NE 68516-3023 



2007 – Mrs. Betty Garwood (301), 520 Timberline Dr., South Sioux City NE 67776 
2008 -- Mrs. Wanda Fisher (Albert) (261), PO Box 133, Thedford NE 69166 
2009 – Ms. Billie Mattern (299),  2875 Bauman Ave., Omaha NE 68112 
2010 -- Mrs. Geraldine “Jerrie” Wilcox (114),  PO Box 27171, Ralston, NE 68127 
2011 -- Mrs. Carol Hudkins (Larry) (132), 8600 NW 112th St, Malcolm NE 68402 
2012 -- Mrs. Judy Wehrbein (Gene) (189), 8817 Church Road, Louisville NE 68037 
2013 – Mrs. Beverly Donham (Michael) (299), 1901 So. 61st Ave, Omaha NE 68106 
*2014 -- Mrs. Sharlene Coulter 
2015 -- Mrs. Brenda McGuire (86), 308 Alabama St, Odessa, TX 99764 
2016 -- Mrs. Cheryl Beckius (142)  PO  Box 224, Keystone NE 69144 
*2017 – Mrs. Anita Sohm (325) 
2018 – Mrs. Candy Martin (Yogi) (122)   7158 E. Military Avenue, Fremont NE 68025 
2019 -- Mrs. Karan Birdsall (Tim) (271), 749 Sunny Slope Rd, Lincoln NE 68505 
2020-2021 – Mrs. Karan Birdsall (Tim) (271), 749 Sunny Slope Rd, Lincoln NE 68505 
2021-2022 – Mrs. Dottie Arent (Keevin), 87528 State Highway 7, Ainsworth NE  69210 
2022-2023 - Mrs. Laurie Sieg, 7600 Baldwin Ave., Lincoln NE 68507 
2023-2024 – Mrs. Linda Dubry (Dennis) (261,215,55), 1117 Sandstone Dr., North Platte 
                                                                                    NE 69101 
     

*Deceased 
 

PAST GRAND PATRONS 
*1875-76 -- Jonathan N. Wise, 2 years (4) 
*1877 -- Robert W. Furnas (2) 
*1878 -- David E. Hume (6) 
*1879 -- Edwin Davis (6) 
*1880 -- Marshall Smith (13) 
*1884-85 -- Rev. H.A. Guild, 2 years (8) 
*1886 -- Fred S. Winning (6) 
*1987 -- James B. Bruner (6) 
*1888-89 -- William N. Nason, 2 years (6) 
*1890 -- Thomas Batterton (6) 
*1891 -- William N. Nason (6) 
*1892 -- George W. Kern (35) 
*1893-94 -- H.A. Turton, 2 years (33) 
*1895-96 -- Alfred G. Pinkham, 2 years (41) 
*1897-98 -- David B. Howard, 2 years (8) 
*1899 -- Lorenzo D. Woodruff 
*1900 -- Robert E. Evans 
*1901 -- Henry M. Hurd (70) 
*1902 -- James D. Hawthorne (35) 
*1903 -- Peter Rubendall (99) 
*1904 -- Jess Gidley (138) 
*1905 -- Frank H. Young (175) 
*1906 -- Joseph S. Pedler (78) 
*1907 -- William W. Wright (9) 
*1908 -- Harry F. Alverson (87) 
*1909 -- DeForrest E. Green (8) 
*1910 -- Oscar Allen (152) 
*1911 -- Ben L. Tracy (201) 
*1912 -- Lewis E. Smith (202) 
*1913 -- William S. Rose (6) 
*1914 -- George R. Chatburn (8) 
*1915 -- Alpha Morgan (164) 
*1916 -- Ed J. Pierce (97) 
*1917 -- N. Dwight Ford (203) 
*1918 -- Oliver E. Mickey (24)  
*1919 -- Alfred Powell (183) 



*1920 -- James E. Bednar (52) 
*1921 -- Henry H. Andrews (222) 
*1922 -- Carol E. Brown (94)   
*1923 -- John S. Jones (105) 
*1924 -- Clendenen W. Mitchell (60) 
*1925 -- James C. Robinson (169) 

*1926 -- George S. Dunlap (271) 

*1927 -- Garnett A. Bash (86) 

*1928 -- Edwin C. Yont (67) 

*1929 -- George E. Thompson (264) 

*1930 -- Rainsford O. Brownell (75) 

*1931 -- William H. Brokaw (94) 

*1932 -- Emmanuel D. Lundak (239) 

*1933 -- William B. Wanner (306) (225) 

*1934 -- Harry L.F. Proffitt (39) 

*1935 -- Harold T. Landeryou (277) 

*1936 -- Lewis W. MacDonald (202) 

*1937 -- Edward J. Millie (102) 

*1938 -- Harold Killinger (296) 

*1939 -- William S. Cochran (2) 

*1940 -- Wilbert Morris (41) 

*1941 -- John R. Tapster (119) 

*1942 -- Edwin J. Loutzenheiser (274) 

*1943 -- Clinton C. McCracken (271) 

*1944-45 -- William J. Krug 2 years (52) 

*1946 -- Lester W. Carlson (74) 

*1947 -- Norris Chadderdon (97) 

*1948 -- Melvin P. Berge (40) 

*1949 -- Herbert A. Evers (49) 

*1950 -- Louis B. Houser (299) 

*1951 -- Walter R. Raecke (200) 

*1952 -- Thomas R. Barton (148) 

*1953 -- Frank L. Burbridge (273) 

*1954 -- Martin O. Trindel (9) 

*1955 -- Norris W. Lallman (122) 

*1956 -- Ernest C. Purdy (184) 

*1957 -- Kenneth L. Stewart (321) 

*1958 -- Herbert A. Ronin (148) 

*1959 -- Clyde R. Worrall (57) 

*1960 -- Lynn C. Moomey (87) 

*1961 -- Merle M. Hale (271) 

*1962 -- Theodore J. Janing (52) 

*1963 -- Roy L. Smith (102) 

*1964 -- Donald J. Wilson (6) 

*1965 -- Jess Weyand (39) 

*1966 -- Robert L. Murphy (55) 

*1967 -- Richard A. Jones (296) 

*1968 -- Lloyd Buchfinck (292) 

*1969 -- Raymond Ruth (63) 

*1970 -- Robert A. Metcalf (148) 

*1971 -- Olen A. Brake (9) 

*1972 -- Earl N. Hanel (41) 

*1973 -- Charles A. Kurtz (238) 

*1974 -- William Beckenhauer (271) 



*1975 -- Donald L. Coad (33) 

*1976 -- Robert Bass (80 

*1977 -- James N. DeMoss (325), 

*1978 -- Joseph N. Lindquist, 

*1979 -- Glen Eberspacher (199) 

*1980 -- Charles E. House (48) 

*1981 -- Raymond Evers (189) 

*1982 -- Bernard Paden (92) 

*1983 -- Leslie Smith (279) 

1984 -- Fran Crowe (87), 1304 Rd. 2, McCool Junction NE 68401 

1985 -- Gordon Clark (193), Box 96, Shelby NE 68662-0096 

1986 -- Duard Dempster (300), 51630–865 Rd., Orchard NE 68764 

*1987 -- Harold Swanson (121) 

*1988 -- Clifford Nelson (57) 

1989 -- Charles Spohr (250), Box 364, Weeping Water NE 68463          

*1990 -- Lester Webb (144) (86), 1010 W. L St., McCook NE 69001 

1991 -- James F. Brown, Jr. (271, PO Box 2089, Red Lodge MT 59068 

*1992 -- Charles “Jiggs” Evans (214) 

1993 -- Robert Rhodes (199), PO Box 22, Exeter NE 68351-0082 

*1994 -- C. Robert Todd (60) 

 1995 -- Robert A. Carhart (194), PO Box 173, Wayne NE 68787 

     Winter:  14110 W. Territorial Lane, Sun City West, AZ 85375 

*1996 -- Cal Armour (142) 

1997 -- Robert Rhodes (199), PO Box 22, Exeter NE 68351-0082 

*1998 -- Robert Marks (307)                                                                                

*1999 -- James D. “Jim” Boshart (132) 

 2000 -- Robert G. Sorensen (35), 1913 Park Avenue, Grand Island NE  68803 

  2001 -- Robert R. Attebery (169), 104 N 6th St, Elmwood NE 68349 

 *2002 -- Don L. Jelinek (271-307) 

 2003 -- Michael Donham (299), 1901 S. 61st

t

 Ave., Omaha NE 68106 

  2004  -- Wayne R. Jacobsen (13), 2874 Second Ave., Columbus NE 68601 

  2005 --  Tregan Albers (268), 1759 Rd. 5200, Davenport NE 68335 

 *2006 --  William “Bill” Parrish (41) 

  *2007 --  David Thienel (39) 

  2008 --  Lowell Erickson (159), PO Box 41, Wausa NE 68786 

  2009 --Bruce Raddatz (97), 1003 East Ave., Holdrege NE 68949 

  *2010 --Denny Smith (92) 

  2011 -  Carl Plants (271), 6124 NW 6

th

 St., Lincoln NE 68521 

  2012 - Alvin Benemerito (113), 621 N Main St., Long Pine NE 69217 

  2013 – Jim Dusch (35), 1711 E 41st St Place, Kearney NE 68847 

 *2014 – Deloyt Young (55)  

 *2015 – Delbert Rogers (213) 

  2016 – Gary Brhel, (132) 6520 Mesaverde Drive, Lincoln NE 68510 

 *2017 – Jim Taylor, (277) 

  2018 – Harold Terry (269), 3804 No. 161st Street, Omaha NE 68116 

  2019 – Bruce A. Baker (39), 2510 S. Deer Trail, Hastings NE 68901 

  2020-2021 – Bruce A. Baker (39), 2510 S. Deer Trail, Hastings NE 68901 

  2021-2022 – David A. Wetrosky (1,257), 331 Pinewood Dr., Nebraska City NE 68410 

  2022-2023 - Wayne Andreasen, 410 Ridgeway Dr., Norfolk NE 69101 

  2023-2024 – L. Cecil Smith (189), 916 Bordeaux Ave., Bellevue NE 8123 
 
    * Deceased 

 



GRAND SECRETARIES AND GRAND TREASURERS 

OF NEBRASKA GRAND CHAPTER 
 
GRAND SECRETARIES: 
1875-76   W.I. Baker (16)  
1877-80   Mrs. Sara C. Baker (6) 
1884-85   Mrs. Louis M. Merrill (21) 
1886-95   H.A. Guild (8)  
1896-98   Dr. Elanor Dailey (6) 
1899-90    Miss Elfleda E. Wright (43) 
1900- Miss Anna C. Peterson (6) 
1901-15   Mrs. Anna C. Simpson (6) 
1916-46    Miss Rose Owens (176-213) 
1947-53   Mrs. Allie Wegner, PGM (92) 
1954-79   Mrs. Wilma Harms (208) 
1980-98   Mrs. Shirley Frink (92) 
1999-09   Mrs. Cathy Wagner (214) 
2010- Ms. Jan Thoman (9,153) 
GRAND TREASURERS: 

1875-       Mrs. Epsie E. Griggs (9) 
1876- Mrs. Alice F. Crandel (8) 

1877-78 Mrs. Jeanette Webb (9) 

1879.80 Mrs. Agnes Smith (13) 

1884-96 Mr. Edwin Davis (6) 

1897-98 Mrs. Rose McGiverin (92) 
1899-09 Mrs. Carrie E. Wright (75) 

1910-22 Mrs. Lou A. Conklin (143) 
1923-29 Mrs. Bessie M. Mickey (24) 

1930-50 Mrs. Blanch Watson (40) 

1951-57 Mrs. Jennie Jacobson (269) 

1958-65 Mrs. Katheryn Brock (69) 

1966-69 Mrs. Agnes Bowman (52) 

1950-72 Mrs. Josephine Smith (279) 

1973-76 Mrs. Barbara Aten (294) 

1977-82 Mrs. Dorothy Metcalf (148) 

1983-88 Mrs. Ona Eggers (39) 

1989-97 Mrs. Evelyn Evans (148-132) 

1998-99 Mrs. Connie Marreel (122) 

2000-03    Mrs. Connie Havekost (122) 

2004-08     Mrs. Janice Barnard (216) 

2009-13  Mrs. Pam Boshart (132) 

2014-16    Mrs. Pam Brhel (132) 

2017-        Ms. Karla Lawler (142,264,55)

 
GRAND OFFICERS EMERITI 

Mrs. Shirley Frink (92), Grand Secretary Emeritus 
                                                  ..................  1540 W 11th St., Fremont NE 68025 
Mrs. Cathy Wagner (214,122), Grand Secretary Emeritus 

2830 Hogan Lane, Fremont NE 68025 
Mrs. Connie Havekost (122), Grand Treasurer Emeritus 

                                                829 Co Rd., 19 Blvd, Hooper NE 68031 

Mrs. Jan Barnard (216), Grand Treasurer Emeritus 

                               227 Vista Circle, Tekamah NE 68061 

  Mrs. Pam Brhel (132), Grand Treasurer Emeritus 

 6520 Mesaverde Dr., Lincoln NE 68510 

 

 
DISTRICT GRAND SUPERVISORS 2024 

  1    Marcia Donley (39) ...... 2905 Lake Park Lane, Hastings NE 68901 

  2    Lori Nerud (214) ......................... 9445 Road 81, Bayard NE 69334 

  3    April Ott (214) ...................... 60416 Lyman Rd E, Morrill NE 69358 

  4    Karla Lawler (55,142,264) ......... 615 E 10th St, Ogallala NE 69153 

  5    Meagan Pruitt (169) ...................... PO Box 76, Waterloo NE 68069 

  6    Caryn Ziettlow (119) ............... 510 E 10th St, North Bend NE 68649 

  7    Susanne Krishna (325) ..... 13704 Tregaron Dr, Bellevue NE 68123 

  8    Myrna Vasta (198,299 ... 1525 N 113th Ct #5723, Omaha NE 68154 

  9    Kerri Straub (269) ....... 3702 Rainey Circle, Plattsmouth NE 68048 

 10   Beth Benson (8) ........................... 2019 Harwood St, Lincoln NE 68502 

 11   Erin Johnson (1) .............. 773 S 58th Rd, Nebraska City NE 68410 

 12.   Nan Rix (119) ........................ 860 Phelps Ave, Fremont NE 68025 

 13.   Andy Stewart (142,264, 55) .... PO Box 432, Sutherland NE 69165 



 

 

GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER OFFICERS 

 

MOST WORTHY GRAND MATRON ..................... Glenda G. Winchester 
          P.O. Box 70, 223 Greer Drive, Six Mile, SC 29682 

MOST WORTHY GRAND PATRON .................................... F. Lon Lowry 
408 Cool Springs Lane, Delaware, OH 43015 

RIGHT WORTHY ASSOCIATE GRAND MATRON ............ ...Billie Bradfield 
                                               4473 El Paso Road N, Bullhead City AZ 86429 
RIGHT WORTHY ASSOCIATE GRAND PATRON Michael E. “Mike” Berry 

                                               5805 Glen Park Road, Louisville, KY 40222 
RIGHT WORTHY GRAND SECRETARY ..................... Charles Chandler 

      1618 New Hampshire Ave., N.W., Washington DC 20009-2549 
RIGHT WORTHY GRAND TREASURER ............................ Linn McNary 

9164 Oxford Place Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
RIGHT WORTHY GRAND CONDUCTRESS ................... Debbie Dhayer 
                                             3077 Valley Road, Berkeley Springs, WV 25411 
RIGHT WORTHY A. G. CONDUCTRESS .... Barbara Ann K. ‘Barbie’ Holms 

                         1210 Rose Quartz Road, Henderson, NV 89002 
RIGHT WORTHY GRAND TRUSTEE .......................... Jo L. Cullifer, Chairman 

47 Hunting Creek Way, Midland, GA 31820 
RIGHT WORTHY GRAND TRUSTEE ......................................... Helen Delaney 
                             36 Downpatrick Crescent, Toronto, ON M9R 4A4, Canada 
RIGHT WORTHY GRAND TRUSTEE ............................. K. Arthur Drescher, Jr. 

201 Northwood, Apt. 114, Flower Mound, TX 75022 
WORTHY GRAND CHAPLAIN .............................................. Eddie Yaun 

9272 Wheatland Drive, Germantown, TN 38139 
WORTHY GRAND MARSHAL ............................................. Susan White 

319 Calle Fiesta, San Clemente, CA 92672 
WORTHY GRAND ORGANIST ........................... H.M. ‘Sonny’ Dycus, Jr. 

2768 Clearwater Springs Drive, Buford, GA 30519 
WORTHY GRAND ADAH ......................................... Diane R. Bargfrede 

5309 N.S. 10th Street, Ankeny, IA 50023 
WORTHY GRAND RUTH ............................................ Sharon M. Cormie 
                          898 Marchant Road. Brentwood Bay, BC V8M 1B4, Canada 
WORTHY GRAND ESTHER ................................ Bonnie G. Youngblood 

453 Gloucester Circle, Brunswick, OH 44212 
WORTHY GRAND MARTHA ............................................. Kaye Rackley 

                 145 Shadowood Court, Seneca, SC 29678 
WORTHY GRAND ELECTA ............................................. Marlene Wilds 

332 Rexford Drive, Moore, SC 29369 
WORTHY GRAND WARDER ........................................... Pamela Waack 

27910 West 10 Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI 48336 
RIGHT WORTHY GRAND SENTINEL ..................... Jon Allen Thompson 

19819 York Road, Parkton, MD 2120 
 

GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER TRIENNIAL ASSEMBLY 
will be held in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 

October 24—November 1, 2024 

 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF GRAND SECRETARIES 

 



ALABAMA - October 
Ms. Janice Lambert Epp,PGM……….1423 Upper Kingston Rd., Prattville AL 36067 
ALBERTA - June 
Ms. Lisbeth Booth……………………10236 104 Street, Westlock, AB T7P 1V6  CANADA 
ARIZONA – August 
Ms Renee Hurd ……………………..4251 E. Thomas Road, Phoenix, AZ 85018-7603 
ARKANSAS - December 
Ms. Roberta Fooks, PGM ……….……………….3322 County Ave., Texarkana, AR 71854 
AUSTRALIA - June 
Ms. Beth Littler, WGS………………………....PO. Box 5297, Daisy Hill, QLD. 4127 Australia 
BOLIVIA - July   
Ms. Carmen Ines Barrientos Seborga……24A de CALACOTO, Urbanizacion PINOS Norte, 
Calle D, Edificio Crecer PB-A, LA PAZ, LA PAZ  Bolivia 
BRITISH COLUMBIA & Yukon – May 
Ms. Sue Pfaff…………………………….6256 187 Street, Surrey, BC V3S 7N8  CANADA 
CALIFORNIA – October        
Mrs. Tammy Kinzy..16960 Bastanchury Road, Suite C, Yorba Linda CA 92886-1711 
COLORADO - September 
Mr.Scott Krebs…………..2495 South Quebec Street, #60, Denver, CO 80231-6068                                                                       
CONNECTICUT - April 
Ms. Lynn S. Wakefield, PGM. 22 Masonic Ave., P.O. Box 70 Wallingford, CT 06492 
DELAWARE - May 
Ms. Barbara F. Lott, PGM……………………….P.O. Box 186  Dagsboro, DE 19939-0186 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA - May 
Ms. Marilyn Haroutunian, PGM……122 C St. N.W., Suite 115, Washington DC 20001-2109 
FLORIDA - April  
Mrs. Brenda E. Keepin ……………….……...11813 Hwy 77 Panama City, FL 32409 
GEORGIA - June 
Mr. Roy Gay, PGP, …………………….………..PO Box 2436,  Kennesaw GA 30156 
IDAHO – June 
Ms. Joan Heisch, PGM ………….…910 W. Palouse River Drive Moscow, ID 83843 
ILLINOIS - October 
Ms. Cindy S. Ring, PGM…………………………PO Box 317, Macon IL 62544-0317 
INDIANA - June 
Ms. Anna M. Burton …………………………………523 Archway., Franklin IN 46131 
IOWA - October 
Mrs. Nancy J. Ramthun, PGM…………….………..…….PO Box 72, Knoxville IA 50138 
KANSAS - April 
Ms. Christine M. Hard ………………221 SW 33rd Street, Suite 300, Topeka KS 66611 
KENTUCKY - October 
Ms. Janice Yankey …………………………102 E. Washington St., LaGrange KY 40031 
LOUISIANA - March 
Ms. Diane I. Smith, PGM………………….P.O. Box 99, Mt. Hermon, LA 70450-0099 
MAINE - May 
Mr. James A. Owens, PGP……………………..567 Main Street Madison, ME 04950 
MANITOBA - May 
Ms. Sandra Ebata………………52-525 Cathcart St., Winnipeg  MB  R3R 0S6  CANADA                                                                                                 
MARYLAND - May 
Ms. Donna Runyan……………………304 International Cr., Cockeysville MD 21030-1300 
MASSACHUSETTS – May 
Ms. Anna B. Craig, PGM …………………..….PO Box 600583, Newtonville MA 02460-0006 
MICHIGAN – October 



Ms. Jan S. Cross.. …………………..20411 W. 12 Mile Rd Ste. 108, Southfield MI 48076 
MINNESOTA – May 
Ms Joyce McCurdy PGM…………………...11501 Masonic Home Dr., Bloomington MN 55437 
MISSISSIPPI - April 
Ms. Kayla Smith………………………..….130 Clara Foote Road Florence, MS 39073 
MISSOURI - October 
Ms. Debbie L. Olds ……………………...6033 Masonic Dr. Suite C, Columbia MO 65202 
MONTANA - June 
Ms. Fern Thompson …………………………………..PO Box 1226, Laurel, MT 59044 
NEBRASKA - May 
Ms. Jan Thoman, PGM……………..301 N. Cotner Blvd. Ste. 200, Lincoln NE 68505 
NEVADA - October 
Ms. Dawn Bibbey ………………………………..8969 Wynne Street Reno, NV 89506 
NEW BRUNSWICK - July 
Mr. Doug Swan, PGP………………....169 St. John St., Woodstock NB E7M 2T9 CANADA 
NEW HAMPSHIRE – August                                
Ms. Joan L. Smith, PGM………………196 Main Street, Suite 20 Nashua, NH 03060 
NEW JERSEY - May 
Ms. Patti Rhinesmith, PGM, RWGS ..111 Finderne Ave, Bridgewater NJ 08807-3101 
NEW MEXICO - October 
Ms. Diana Youngren……………………..PO Box 1209, Las Cruces, NM 88004-1209 
NEW YORK - October 
Ms Karen Marshall-King, PMWGM……………..1400 Utica Street, Pounder Hall No. 106 
Oriskany NY 13424-5432 
NORTH CAROLINA – June 
Ms. Louise M. Taylor, PGM……………..172 Gumberry Street, Garysburg, NC 27831 
NORTH DAKOTA - June 
Ms. Cindy Schwab ……………………………...1405 3rd Street N.,  Fargo, ND 58102 
NOVA SCOTIA & PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - July 
Mr. William F. Clark, PGP….41 Settler’s Point Lyons Brook, NS  B0K 1H0 CANADA 
OHIO - September 
Ms. DuAnne Farus .………………………………….P.O. Box 52, Duncan Falls OH 43734 
OKLAHOMA - October 
Ms. Leatrice Massey, PGM ……………….1415 N. Walnut, Guthrie OK 73044-2003 
ONTARIO - August 
Ms. Lillian R. Gohn………………....23 Keating Drive, Elora, ON N0B 1S0 CANADA 
OREGON - June 
Ms. Mary M. Duncan…………………………….…...P.O. Box 55217, Portland, OR 97238 
PENNSYLVANIA - June 
Ms. Virginia Lynn Plyler, PGM……….105 Freemason Dr., Elizabethtown PA 17022 
PHILIPPINES 
Ms. Alma Alterado………………….Davao Masonic Center V. Mapa St. Davao City,  
  .................... …………Philippines 8000  Republic of the Philippines 
PUERTO RICO - May 
Mr. Robert Quintero-Negron..Urb. Monterrey, 1034 Aramana, Mayguez, PR 00681 
RHODE ISLAND - October  
Ms. Kathy Newman, PGM 109 Ambersweet Way, PMB 840, Davenport, FL 33897 
SÃO PAULO (Brazil) – March 
Ms. Luciana Costa Coneglian…..Rua Edy Euripides Coneglian 37, centro Lencois 
Paulista, SP CEP- 18682-005  BRAZIL 
SASKATCHEWAN - April 
Ms. Thea Howe, PGM…Site 709 Comp 2 R.R. #7, Saskatoon SK  S7K 1N2 CANADA 



SCOTLAND – April & October 
Ms. Hazel Dunsmore, WGS …..54 Market Place,Carluke, South Lanark ML8 4BP,  
SCOTLAND 

SOUTH CAROLINA – June 

Ms. Sarah Jane Schrodetzki, PGM………….PO Box 193, Charleston, SC 29402-0193 

SOUTH DAKOTA - October 

Ms. Sandra Vanneman, PGM …….….9412 W. Broek Drive, Sioux Falls, SC 57106 

TENNESSEE - April 

Ms. Lawanna Johnson, PGM ……………….9230 Hwy. 69 A, Big Sandy, TN 38221 

TEXAS - August 

Ms. Ellen Pickrell..……………….8101 Valcasi Drive, Suite 101, Arlington TX 76001 

UTAH - October 

Ms. Lee Anne Asay, PGM..……………….HC11 400022, Thompson Springs, UT 84540 

VERMONT - June 

Ms. Marie Perry, PGM…………………..22 Pine Street, South Burlington, VT 05403 

VIRGINIA - May 

Ms. Margaret K. Witt……………….…14341 Justice Rd., Suite B, Midlothian, VA 23113 
WASHINGTON - June 
Ms. Patricia Marie DeMuth……...817 South Vassault St., Tacoma WA  98465-2046 
WEST VIRGINIA - October 
Ms. Donna Rae Mullinex, PGM…….106 East Main St., Harrisville, WV 26201-1202 
WISCONSIN - May 
Ms. Jane M. Blackwood, PGM…………. 275 Sunset Dr., Dousman WI 53118-9349 
WYOMING - August 
Ms. Margie I. George……………….……3819 Snyder Avenue, Cheyenne, WY 82001-1164 
 

 
HONOR ROLL 

Of Members Attending the Grand Chapter Session 

21 Years or More 

(And who have requested in writing to have their name placed on this list 
according to Section 12 (15) of the Bylaws of the Grand Chapter) 

 

Mrs. Marie Rasmussen, P.G.M. ....................................... 50 Years 

Mrs. Beverly Donham P.G.M ........................................... 44 Years 

Ms. Jan Thoman PGM ..................................................... 42 Years 

Mrs. Barbara Crowe (39, 31) ........................................... 41 Years 

Mr. Fran Crowe, P.G.P. .................................................... 41 Years 

Mr. Robert Rhodes, P.G.P. ............................................... 40 Years 

Mrs. Arleen Kuhl, P.G.M. .................................................. 39 Years 

Mrs. Roma Rhodes (199) ................................................ 39 Years 

Mrs. Shirley Frink (92)  .................................................... 37 Years 

Mrs. Barbara Wood (233-279) ......................................... 37 Years 

Mrs. Cathy Wagner (214,122) .......................................... 34 Years 

Mrs. Anne Phillips (325) ................................................... 32 Years 

Mr. Duard Dempster, P.G.P. ............................................. 28 Years 

Ms. Beverly Pickering (269) ............................................. 28 Years 



Mrs. Margie Ludvigsen (92)  ............................................ 27 Years 

Mrs. Mary Garrison (9)  .................................................... 26 Years 

 

 

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER GRAND JURISDICTIONS 
IN THE GRAND JURISDICTION OF NEBRASKA 

(As of June 1, 2023) 
Grand Chapter .... Representative ..............Address ................... Com. Expires 
Australia ........... Ruth Negus  (277) ...............4518 N. 95th St 
                                                                       Omaha  NE  68134 ............ 12-31-25 
Alberta.............. Susanne Krishna  (325) .........13704 Tregaron Dr. 
                                                                       Bellevue NE 68123 ............ 12-31-24 
Arizona ............. Tregan Albers, PGP (268) ...1759 Road 5200 
                                                                                  Davenport NE 68335 .................. 10-1-24 
Arkansas .......... Sandy Hendren  (214) ...........1427 18th  Street 
                                                                       Mitchell NE 69357 ................ 8-15-24 
British Columbia.. Jane Rehmer  (20) ...............1138 N. 9th  Street. 
        & Yukon                                                        David City NE 68632 .............  12-31-24 
California……….Susan Hedges (153)…………6401 Vine St. #175 
                                                                               Lincoln NE 68505………………3-1-25 
Colorado .......... Peggy Hitchcock (113) ........43196 Richardson Rd. 
                                                                       Ainsworth NE 69210 ............. 8-15-24 
Connecticut ...... Mary Lawrence (55) ............615 S. Sycamore St 
                                                                       North Platte NE  69101……12-31-25 
Delaware .......... Barbara Crowe (39) ............1304 Road 2 
                                                                                  McCool Junction NE 68401 ... 12-31-25 
Dist. of Columbia .. Alexander Straatmann (35) ...... 4410 Avenue E 
                                                                                      Kearney NE  68847 .................... 12-31-25 
Florida .............. Cindy Kehling (271) ............4031 S. 80th Street 
                                                                       Lincoln NE  68506 .................. 10-1-25 
Georgia  ........... Tom Anderson (94) .............3812 NW 49th Street 
                                                                                  Lincoln NE 68524 .......................... 3-5-25 
Idaho  ............... Maxine Hild (189) ...............419 S. 10th . 
                                                                                       Plattsmouth NE  68048 ............... 10-1-25 
Illinois  .............. Judy Johannsen (215) ........1813 Avenue M 
                                                                       Scottsbluff NE  69361......... 12-31-25 
Indiana ............. Dewaine Knutson (257) ........285 South 6th Road 
                                                                                      Palmyra NE 68418 .................... 1-1-25 
Iowa ................. Dona Hurst (8) ......................7337 S. 53rd St. Ct. 
                                                                       Lincoln NE 68516……………4-01-25 
Kansas ............. Connie Loseke (200)… .......56923 South 290th Ave. 
                                                                       Fullerton NE 68638…………….1-1-25 
Kentucky .......... Caitlyn Todd (269)...............14614 Knudson Street 
                                                                                  Bennington NE 68007 ............... 2-3-25 
Maine ............... Dehnia Bullerdiek (8,94) .......1510 Dakota St 
                                                                       Lincoln NE 68502 ................. 11-1-25 
Manitoba (3yr)  . Dee Schuetz, PGM (189)....209 Avian Circle S 
                                                                       Bellevue NE 68005 .............. 6-30-26 
Maryland .......... Kaylene Martin (8) ................401 S. 84th Street 
                                                                       Lincoln NE 68510 ................... 8-1-24 

Massachusetts . Mary Q Garrison (9) ...............306 Fern 

                                                                       DeWitt NE 68341 ............... 12-31-24 

Michigan  .......... Ranilo Perez (299) ..............9691 Meadow Dr 

                                                                       Omaha NE 68114 ................... 1-1-26 

Minnesota  ....... Lucas Hitchcock (113)……..228 N. Cedar Street 

                                                                               Ainsworth NE 69210 ............. 12-31-25 



Missouri ............ Coral Parmenter (261) ........PO Box 232 

                                                                              Thedford NE 69166 ................. 9-1-25 

Nevada  ............ Kevin Roberts (92,122)  ........2118 N. Clarmar 

                                                                              Fremont NE 68025 .............. 12-31-25 

New Hampshire . Carl Plants, PGP (271) .........6124 NW 6th Street 

                                                                              Lincoln NE 68521 ................ 12-31-24 

New Jersey  ..... Linda Buck (86,144) ................. 312 East 2nd Street 
                                                                                           McCook NE 69001 ........................... 1-1-26 

New Mexico...... Bette Cummins  (94) .............9620 S. 30th Street  

                                                                       Lincoln NE 68516 ..................  1-1-25 

New York …….Laura Anderson-Beguin (184) . 7184 Hwy 20 

                                                                                  Chadron NE 69337 ..................... 9-15-25 

North Dakota .Ephraim Joshua Gillming (262) .2925 Road 22 S. 

                                                                       Bushnell NE 69128 ................ 9-1-25 

Nova Scotia  ..... Edgar Flores (299)  ................... 12564 Oak Plaza #77 

      & P. E. Island                                                     Omaha NE 68144 ................. 12-31-24 

Ohio ................. Sandra Gleason (271) ........3618 Garfield Street 

                                                                              Lincoln NE 68506 .................. 8-25-24 

Oklahoma  ........ Carrie Knapp (142)  ............PO Box 6 

                                                                                       Paxton NE 69155 ............ …....10-15-25 
Ontario ……….Ronald Stites (325) ...............12409 S. 81st Street 
                                                                                  Papillion NE 68046 .................. 12-31-25 
Oregon  ............ Vickie Summers (39)……….#65 Kingston Dr. 
                                                                       Hastings NE 68901 ................ 8-1-24 

Saskatchewan…Deborah Garwood (194)……822 Walnut Drive 

                                                                       Wayne NE 68787 ... ……….12-31-24 

Scotland…….…Lassa Nielson (215)………...7396 Hwy 88 

                                                                       Bridgeport NE 69336………12-31-25 

South Carolina…Sue Andreasen, PGM (84).. 1902 West Taylor Ave 

                                                                              Norfolk NE 68701………………8-1-25 

Tennessee……William “Bill” Pickle (325)…….3703 Schuemann Dr. 

                                                                          Bellevue NE 68123………….10-20-24 

Texas…………Susie Nielson (189)………………159 James Street 

                                                                       Plattsmouth NE 68048………8-20-25 

Utah…………..Carol Luther, PGM (246)…… P.O. Box 148 

                                                                                       Kilgore NE 69216……………..12-31-24 

Vermont………Barb Davenport (84)………... 1309 Echo Lane 

                                                                                                 Plattsmouth NE 68048.................10-1-25 

Virginia………..Kerri Kramer (55)…………... Box 92 

                                                                       Tryon NE  69167……….…….11-1-25 

Washington………Ilah Anderson  (8)………. 2010 S. 26th Street. 

                                                                              Lincoln NE 68502 .... …………8-15-24 

West Virginia……..Paula Heyen  (325)………..13212 South 27th Circle 

                                                                       Bellevue NE 68123..................8-1-24 

Wisconsin……Mike Donham, PGP (299)…..1901 S. 61st Ave. 

                                                                                  Omaha NE 68106 .... ………..12-31-24 

Wyoming ……Mary Hascall (214)……………PO Box 1007 

                                                                                  Scottsbluff NE 69362..................12-31-25 

  
GRAND REPRESENTATIVES OF NEBRASKA GRAND CHAPTER 

IN OTHER GRAND JURISDICTIONS 
 
Grand Chapter .... Representative ........ Address …………………………..Com. Expires 
Alabama…………Brian Waldrup………..711 County Road 385. 
                                                                Cullman AL 35057……………………..10-01-25 



Alberta…………Jackie Cutting……...…..530 9 Avenue NE 
                                                                          Calgary AB T2E 0W1 Canada……………11-01-24 
Arizona………..Bonnie Webster ............. PO Box 772 
                                                                 Waddle AZ 85355…………………….12-31-24 
Arkansas……..Linda Ann Rogers ........... P.O. Box 412 

Choctaw AR 72028…………………..11-01-24 

Australia…………Elaine Gray ................. 26 Oatberry Crescent 

                                                     Shailer Park QLD 4128 AUSTRALIA ………12-31-25 

British Columbia ... Jane-Anne Dunning .. 8631 167 Street 

            & Yukon                                       Surrey BC V4N 5B1 CANADA……...10-01-24 

California………….Charla Will ................ 3984 Avante Way 

Sacramento CA 95826 ………………10-01-24 

Colorado .............. Ryan Puckett  ........... 2542 Depew Street 

Edgewater CO 80214………………...10-01-25 

Connecticut……….Robin Zenobi………..75 Washington Ave. Unit 2-317 

Hamden CT 06518……………………12-31-24 

Delaware………Cynthia O’Neil  ............... 1304 Road 2 

McCool Junction NE 68401………….12-31-25 

Dist. of Columbia .. Elizabeth J. Yetter......115 York Street, Apt 14F 
                                                                 Brooklyn NY 11201…………………..12-31-26 
Florida……………..Nancy See…………...P.O. Box 102 

 O’Brien FL 32071 .................. ……..10-01-24 
Georgia……….Amanda Mealor………….2830 Bethany Rd 

 Madison GA 30650.…......................10-01-25 
Idaho…………..Tammy Bonnett..………..1013 13th Street 
                                                                 Rupert ID 83350…..…….……………10-10-24 
Illinois…………..Marti Smith….…………..564 Fleisher Road 
                                                                 Galesburg IL  61401………………….10-10-24 
Indiana………..Deborah Hopkins............ 4700 S. A Street, Apt 2A 

Richmond IN 47374…………………..10-01-25 
Iowa…………….Larry Culver…………....3128 Hwy 44. 

Panora IA 50216………………………10-01-24 
Kansas………...Susan Dennet………….12097 201st Road 
                                                                 Burden KS 67019……………………..10-01-24 
Kentucky………..Rachael Phelps….……3133 Lawson Bottom Road 

Burksville KY 42717….…….…………10-10-23 
Louisiana……….Debby Miller……………574 Sweet Water Road 
                                                                 Quitman LA 71068 ................. ………10-01-24 
Maine…….…..Carol A. Potter ................. P.O. Box 1897 
                                                                 Bucksport ME 04416….………………10-01-25 
Manitoba……..Lisa Bardal……………….Box 1757 
                                                                       RM of Rockwood MB R0C 2Z0 Canada…10-01-26 
Maryland….……Susan Scalion……....…3800 Normandy Dr #2D 
                                                                 Hampstead MD 21074 ........... ……….10-01-25 
Massachusetts..Deborah DePaolantonio…22 Perkins St. Unit #9 
                                                                 Amesbury MA 01913-2717 ..... ……….10-01-24 
 
Michigan…………Roger Kimble………...123 N. Jefferson St.        
                                                                 Coldwater, MI 49036 .............. ……...10-01-24 
Minnesota ............ Mary Sigmundik .......... 9940 – 37th Avenue North 
                                                                       Plymouth MN  55441…………………….8-30-25 
Missouri…….……Harold Hackler…………202 W. Lone Jack/LS Rd. 
                                                                 Lone Jack MO 64070  ............ . …….10-01-24 
Montana…………Jean Mitchell .............. 402 Oak Street  
                                                                 Glendive MT 59330……….………….10-01-25 
Nevada………...Marcia Frugoli………….2104 Ponderosa Way 
                                                                          Sparks NV 89431 ...................... .……..12-31-24 



New Brunswick……..Doug Swan……….169 St. John Street 
                                                                       Woodstock NB E7M 2T9 CANADA……..8-31-23 
New Hampshire….Harriet Sanborn…….116 Hillside Ave 
                                                                 Groveton NH  03582 .............. ….…..10-01-25 
New Jersey……Eugene Grace…….……6 Timothy Avenue 
                                                      Kendall Park NJ 08824 ............ .……..10-01-24 
New Mexico………Lucia Smith………….1101 S. Platinum St 
                                                                 Deming NM 88030 ................. .……..12-31-25 
New York……….Scott Bisogni ………….76 Concord St. 
                                                                Rockville Centre NY 11570 ..... ……...10-01-24 
North Carolina……Catherine Carter.…. 130 Poli Dr 
                                                                Salisbury NC 28144 ................ .……..…1-1-26 
North Dakota….Eugene Plummer, PGP…PO Box 263 
                                                                 Wahpeton ND 58074 .............. .……..…9-1-25 
Nova Scotia…..Marian Durling, PGM…...127 Golden Sands Dr 
          & P. E. I.                                Malagash Mines, NS B0K 1E0.. CANADA  .. .……..10-01-25 
Ohio…….…..Cheryl DuPriest……………190 Anderson Ferry Road 
                                                                 Cincinnati OH 45238 .............. ….…..10-15-25 
Oklahoma..Eudora (Judy) Devore…………..8718 S. 72nd E. Ave 
                                                                 Tulsa OK  74133 .................... ….……9-30-25 
Ontario….Dennis Fulkerson….....................201 Grey Street 
                                                                 Brantford, ON  N3S 426 CANADA…. 12-31-25 
Oregon………..….Nancy Terry………….2132 NE Greenwood Place 
                                                            Redmond OR 97756 ................ ………..8-1-24 
Pennsylvania..…Janet M. Sattizahn……131 Willow Street ....................  
                                                                 Schuylkill Haven PA 17972 ..... …….10-31-25 
Rhode Island…Dawn Mitchell-Winters….75 Pleasant Street 
                                                                 Westerly RI 02891 ................. ……..12-31-26 
Saskatchewan…Kayla Ingram..407-150 Langlois Way 
                                                   Saskatoon SK  S7T 0K8  CANADA ...... ……..12-31-25 
Scotland…….May Hunter…….. 15 Darluith Park 
                                                 Parkfield, Johnstone PA5 8DD SCOTLAND LIFE TERM 
South Carolina…Franklin Strickland……..6798 Pig Lane 
                                                                  Nichols SC 29581 ................. ……..10-01-24 
South Dakota……..Angela Pascoe…….. 418 Arlene Ave. 
                                                                 Harrisburg SD 57023………………….10-1-24 

Tennessee………Linda Hunt ……………1195 Foster Road 

                                                                 Adamsville TN 38310 ............. ……..10-01-24 

Texas……………Lillie Williams…..………32119 Decker Pines Street 

                                                                  Magnolia TX .......................... ……..10-01-24 

Vermont……..Mary Sloan…………………PO Box 125 

                                                                  East Charleston VT  05833………….6-08-25 

Virginia…….Marion Robinson……………3742 Willow Street 

                                                                 Chincoteague VA 23336…………….10-01-24 
Washington……….Lessie Auletti………...130 Falfa Laane 
                                                                 Sequim WA 98382 ................. ……..10-01-24 
West Virginia…Jennelle Harper Jones…...1534 Bridge Road 
                                                                 Charleston WV 25314………………10-01-25 
Wisconsin……….Jonda Johnson……….123 E. Monroe St. 
                                                                    Port Washington WI 53074…………....6-13-24 
Wyoming  ............. Audra Weitzel ........... 131 Lupine Dr. 
                                                                 Torrington WY 82240………………..10-31-25 



 

 

In Loving Memory 

 

Of 
Brother Gordon Lee Clark 

Worthy Grand Patron 
The Grand Chapter of Nebraska 

Order of the Eastern Star 
1985-1986 

~~~~~ 
Entered into rest 

June 23, 2023 

~~~~~ 
“Let us not mourn him going, 

Let us rejoice to know, 
That earthly labors finished, 

He was prepared to go. 
Let us emulate his virtues, 
That many of us may say 

The world is brighter, better, 
Because he passed this way.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 



In Lovin 

g Memory 

 

Of 

 

Brother Dennis “Denny” Smith 
Worthy Grand Patron 

The Grand Chapter of Nebraska 
Order of the Eastern Star 

2010-2011 

 
~~~~~ 

Entered into rest 
July 13, 2023 

 

~~~~~ 

 

“We light a candle for each star that his heart wished 
upon. We light a candle for the sound of his laughter 
echoing stiff in our hearts. We light a candle for the 

lessons he learned and in return shared. We light a candle 
for love!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

In Loving Memory 

Of 
Brother Don L. Jelinek 

Worthy Grand Patron 
The Grand Chapter of Nebraska 

Order of the Eastern Star 
2002-2003 

~~~~~ 
Entered into rest 
March 11, 2024 

~~~~~ 

 

“Though from our chain, some golden links have fallen 
from our sight; Yet we are sure that He who knows best, 

His will, not ours, is right. Behind the clouds comes 
stealing through a rainbow bright and fair; Oh, grant us 

faith to look beyond and see our loved ones there.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
This Page is Lovingly Dedicated 

To the Memory 

of the 
Honored Dead 

of the 
General Grand Chapter 

and our 
Sister Grand Jurisdictions 

 

2023-2024 

 

Those we love must one day pass 
Beyond our present sight; 

To leave us, and the world we know, 
Without their radiant light. 

But we know that, like a candle, 
Their lovely light will shine 

To brighten up another place, 
More perfect, more divine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



DEAD IN NEBRASKA GRAND JURISDICTION—2023-2024 
“THEY REST FROM THEIR LABORS”

 
 

 

❖ Queen Esther No. 1 
Mrs. Marjorie Byers 2019 
Mrs. Marguerite Chauncey 1/24/2019 
Mrs. Goldie E. Hill 12/25/2023 
Mrs. Doris Hoth 11/18/2013 
Mr. Ronald Reuter 5/1/2022  

 

❖ Vesta No. 6 
Mrs. Doris D. Bedell 9/5/2020  
Mrs. Lynda Kessler 1/22/24  
Mr. Gerald McMurphy 2/5/2024  

 

❖ Electa No. 8 

 Mrs. Flora Walters 3/23/2024  
 Mrs. Elaine A. Ziettlow 3/26/24  

 

❖ Vesper No. 9 

 Mrs. Inez Meister 1/27/2024 
 Mrs. Moira Roberts 3/5/2024 

 

❖ Harmony No. 13 

Mrs. Colleen Agena 1/2021 
Mrs. Dorothy Carlson 11/30/2020 
Mrs. Genon Crook 5/2023 
Mr. R. Gregg Eklund 3/2024 
Mrs. Velma Gilmore 10/4/2014 
Mrs. Marjorie Keiser 9/2/2021 
Mrs. Margaret McCracken 11/20/2021 
Mrs. Lynda Patience 5/19/2022 
Mrs. Marlene Suddarth 5/2023 
Mrs. Pauline Wieseman 6/20/22 

 

❖ Tuscan No. 35 

 Ms. Terryl Rae Loper 2/28/24 
 Mrs. Soffia Polhemus 1/27/24 

   

❖ Beulah No. 40 

Mrs. Bonnie   Wilson 12/14/2020  

 

❖ Andrew No. 41 

Mr.  James Batie 1/7/2024 
Mrs. Deloris M. Thompson 2/24/2024 
 
 

❖ Mount Vernon No. 84 

Mr. Roger Bonde 8/7/23  
Mrs. Virginia Sellon 1/19/2024 
 

❖ Eureka No. 86 

Mr. Ronald D. Stuhmer 3/25/24 

  

❖ Myrtle No. 94 

Mrs. M. Lorraine Voyles 2/28/2023  
Mrs. Ruth 2021  
 

❖ Bethany No. 113 

Mrs. Erma Tetherow 5/10/2023  
Mrs. Mary Lee Langemeier 12/16/2023  
Mrs. Helen Jones 1/10/2024 
Mrs. Marvel Forgey 1/13/2024 
Mrs. Nellie E. Johnson 3/15/24 
 

❖ Papillion No. 114 

Miss. Roberta Noah 2/5/22 
Mrs. Arlene Shelly 10/25/23 
 

❖  Ruth No. 119 

Mr. Roger Barry 7/3/21  

 

❖ Blue River No. 132 

Mrs. Carol Jones 1/22/2024 

 

❖ Ogallala No. 142 

Mr. Charles Rice 7/31/23  
Mr. Larry Rose 3/11/24 

 

❖ Dorcas No. 144 

Mrs. Lavonne Ohlson 3/29/2024 

 

❖ Martha Washington No. 153 

Mrs. Doris Cornelson 11/30/23  

  

❖  Luna No. 169 

Mrs. Corinne Feller 2/19/2024 

 

❖ Royal No. 184 

Mrs. Nancy Deselms 2/15/24 

 

❖ Home No. 189 

Mrs. Marilynn Meisinger 2/25/2024 
Mrs. Nova Walker 2023  
 

 

❖ Wayne No. 194 

Mr. William P. Bernhard 2/25/22  
Mrs. Gwendolyn Galbraith 2/12/24 
Mrs. Betty Mae Moore 2/9/24 

 

  
❖ Arbor No. 200 

Mrs. Beverly S. Bass 3/13/2024 
Mrs. Dorothy Burger 3/13/2024 



Mrs. Delores Jefferson 3/24/2024 
Mr. Kenneth G. Killion 7/13/23  

 

❖ Phillips No. 204 

Mr. James R. Batie 1/7/2024 
Mrs. Annie Jones 1/13/2022  
Mrs. Sara Sue O'Dell 2/15/2020  
Mrs. Norma Jean Robertshaw 3/18/2023  
Mr. Willie Williams 1/13/22  

 

❖ Sunflower No. 214 

Mr. Richard W. Taedter 3/7/24 

 

❖ Herman No. 216 

Mr. Frank Korshoj 2/1/2024 
Mrs. Marjorie Vogt 10/22/2023  

 

❖ Elizabeth No. 250 

Mrs. Marilyn Milks 2/2/24 
Mrs. Joyce Sawyer 1/2/24 

  

❖ Sunshine No. 261 

Mrs. Barbara M. Pomplun 11/7/2023  
Mr. Allen V. Robinson 3/25/2024 
 

❖  Truth No. 262  

Mrs. Karen Dell Robinson 1/24/24 

 

❖ Brownville No. 263 

Mrs. Pauline Ballue 2/29/2024 
Mrs. Esther Moore 2/25/2024 

 

  

❖ Oshkosh No. 264 

Mrs. Janice E. O'Donnell 4/22/2021  
Mrs. Shirley Beathe 8/12/2023  

Mrs. Joyce Smith 2/28/2024 
Mr. Dwight E. Smith 3/17/2024 

  
 Narcissus No. 269 

Mrs. Ruth L. Christensen 5/12/23  
Mrs. Linda C. Jasa 3/27/24 
 
 

❖ Temple No. 271 

Mrs. Norma Walgreen 1/29/24 
Mr. Don L. Jelinek, PGP 3/11/2024 

 

  

❖ Trinity No. 299 

Mrs. Elizabeth Anderson 6/22/2022  
 
  

❖ Laura No. 301 

Mrs. Beverly Echtenkamp 9/29/22  
Mrs. Bobbye R. Ebel 11/25/23  
Mrs. Carol Sherwood 12/9/23  
Mrs. Deanna Bomar 1/24/24 
Mrs. Nancy F. Bartels 3/3/24 
Mrs. Joanne Willis 6/7/23  
 

  
❖ Starcraft No. 307 

Miss L. Jean Baker 5/8/23  
Mrs. Mary Ann Bede 3/31/24 
Mr. Jerrold W. Copley 2/23/24 
Mr. Don L. Jelinek, PGP 3/11/2024 
Mrs. Caroline R. Tuel 3/12/23 
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1 Q. Esther NE City 94   1    6   22   67 -27   188.00 
6 Vesta Omaha 95 1   6 5  -4  81 -14 4.00 186.00 

8 Electa Lincoln 154  3 1 2 1 1  154 0 0 308.00 

9 Vesper Beatrice 100 1      3   1  97 -3 4.00 204.00 

13 Harmony Columbus 56     13        43 -13   118.00 
20 Alma David City 21             21 0  42.00 
31 Hebron Hebron 43            43    86.00 
33 Dawson Lexington 71      0      71 0  142.00 
35 Tuscan Kearney 89    3 3 3    86 -3 0 178.00 

39 Acacia Hastings 105    1  7 4      95 -10 0 210.00 
40 Beulah Norfolk 37 1     2      36 -1 4.00 78.00 

41 Andrew Grand Island 64      4  2   58 -6  128.00 
55 Signet North Platte 72    2   1   70 -2 0 144.00 
84 Mt.  Vernon Plainview 133 1    6 1   127 -6 4.00 270.00 
86 Eureka McCook 102 1   3  3   97 -5 4.00 208 
92 Arbor Vitae Fremont 107   2 6 3    100 -7  214.00 
94 Myrtle Lincoln 71 3    3 0 0   71 0 12.00 154.00 
104 Crete Crete 67    1 2    64 -3  134.00 
113 Bethany Ainsworth 99    7  1  91 -8  198.00 
114 Papillion Papillion 96 3   5  2  92 -4 12.00 204.00 
119 Ruth North Bend 62 2    2   3  59 -3   132.00 
122 Friendship Hooper 77     1    76 -1   154.00 
132 Blue River Milford 57 1     3 3    52 -5 4.00  118.00 
142 Ogallala Ogallala 91 2   5 2   86 -5 8.00 190.00 
144 Dorcas Bartley 43    2 1    40 -3  86.00 
153 M.  Wash. Lincoln 68   1 2  1   66 -2  136.00 
169 Luna Elkhorn 61 3    3     61 0 12.00 134.00 
184 Royal Gordon 104     4    100 -4  208.00 
189 Home Plattsmouth 105 2     3  2   102 -3 8.00 218.00 
192 Rob Morris Stromsburg 19    1    18 -1  38.00 
194 Wayne Wayne 107   2  7 2 1  99 -8   214.00 
198 Ceresco Lincoln 68  1  6  2   61 -7  136.00 
199 Utica Utica 52     4 1    47 -5  104.00 
200 Arbor Central City 118    6 2    110 -8  236.00 
204 Phillips Phillips 28    7 1 8  12 -16  56.00 
214 Sunflower Mitchell 53 3    3   2  51 -2 12.00 118.00 

215 Dome Rock Scottsbluff 50 2       6   46 -4 8.00  108.00 
216 Herman Blair 151    5  1  145 -6 0 302.00 
234 Humboldt Humboldt 52 1  1  2    52 0  108.00 
246 Minnehaha Valentine 40    2    38 -2  80.00 
250 Elizabeth Weeping W. 53     2    50 -3  106.00 
257 Palmyra Palmyra 34 0  0  2 1  31 -3 0 68.00 
261 Sunshine Thedford 66 1   3 1    63 -3 4.00 136.00 
262 Truth Kimball 29   2  3  1  27 -2  58.00 
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263 Brownville Brownville 51 2   4     49 -2 8.00 110.00 
264 Oshkosh Oshkosh 68    5 2    61 -7   136.00 
269 Narcissus Omaha 108  4 1 4 0    109 1  216.00 
271 Temple Lincoln 92      4     88 -4   184.00 
299 Trinity Omaha 150 1    2 6 2   145 -5 4.00  304.00 
301 Laura S. Sioux City 88 2   1  7 2 1   81 -7 8.00  184.00 
307 Starcraft Lincoln 81    5    76 -5  162.00 
325 Alpha Bellevue 121 10    2 1  2  126 5 40.00 282.00 
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CHAPTERS CONSOLIDATED 

   N0.   CHAPTER    LOCATION            NO.    CHAPTER    LOCATION   DATE          
    91   Unity  ........... Blue Springs . with 105  Violet  ................ Wymore  .....12-29-42 
  143   Hubbell  ....... Hubbell  ........ with 31  Hebron  ............. Hebron  .......... 3-3-49 
  150   Hardy  .......... Hardy  ........... with 63  Olive  ................. Superior  ....... 5-11-50 
  176   Bloomington. ... Bloomington  . with 213  Franklin (Wright) Franklin  ......... 4-5-38 
  219  Ohiowa  .......... Ohiowa  ........ with 179  Tobias  ............... Tobias  ........... 4-6-45 
  236  Grafton  .......... Grafton  ........ with 54  Sutton  ............... Sutton  ......... 6-17-42 
  309  Honor  ............ Bladen  ......... with 47  Charity  .............. Red Cloud  .... 2-9-48 
  256  Exeter  ............ Exeter  .......... with 38  Mt. Moriah…. ..... Fairmont  ....... 1-9-58 
  308   Radiant ........ Sumner ......... with 278  Overton ............. Overton ........ 3-17-58 
   95  Arcadia  .......... Surprise  ....... with 23  Alcyone  ............ Rising City  .... 4-6-61 
  170   Hildreth  ....... Hildreth  ........ with 182  Moab  ................ Minden  ........ 2-19-62 
  235   Fidelity  ........ Valparaiso  .... with 198   Ceresco  ............ Ceresco  ....... 2-11-63 
  179   Tobias  ......... Tobias  .......... with 141  Laurel  ............... Western  ........ 9-1-64 
  183   Bethlehem  .. St. Edward  ... with 102  Rose ................. Albion  ........... 2-2-65 
  201   Rama  .......... Alexandria  .... with 68  Vashti  ............... Fairbury  ...... 4-13-65 
    44   Naomi  ......... Diller  ............ with 9   Vesper  .............. Beatrice  ...... 4-15-65 
  297   Otoe  ........... Otoe  ............. with 178  Brilliant Star ....... Syracuse  .... 4-19-65 
  171   Roosevelt  ... Osmond  ....... with 84  Mt.Vernon. ......... Plainview  ... 11-14-67 
  228   Doniphan  .... Doniphan  ..... with 177  Gleaners  .......... Glitner  ........... 1-2-68 
    76   Nemaha  ...... Nemaha  ....... with 263  Brownville. ......... Brownville .... 12-6-69 
  252  Ashlar  ............ Elm Creek  .... with 278  Overton  ............ Overton  ....... 1-19-70 
  324  Capella  .......... Bertrand  ....... with 66  Elmwood  .......... Elmwood  ..... 2-16-70 
  154  America  ......... Wilcox  .......... with 97  Concordia .......... Holdrege  ..... 3-17-70 



  196  Gresham  ....... Gresham  ...... with 199  Utica  ................. Utica  ............. 6-4-71 
  267  Wolbach  ........ Wolbach  ....... with 21  Ono  .................. St. Paul  ....... 12-6-71 
  255  Prudence  ..... Beaver Crossing.with  199  Utica  ................. Utica  ..........12-13-71 
  259  Tilden ............. Tilden  ........... with 62  Trowel  .............. Neligh  ........ 11-10-72 
  112   Logan Valley. . Pender  ......... with 162  Amethyst  .......... Bancroft  ........ 2-8-73 
  231   Diamond  ..... Filley  ............ with 226  Tecumseh .......... Tecumseh  ... 6-13-73 
  291   Emerald  ...... Stapleton  ..... with 137  Rex  .................. Arnold .........12-12-73 
    85    Jephthah ..... Ewing  ........... with 300  Sunset  .............. Orchard  .....12-20-73 
  128   Sterling  ....... Sterling  ........ with 226 Tecumseh ........... Tecumseh .... 2-13-74 
  244   Fairfield  ...... Fairfield  ........ with  217   Evening Star ..... Clay Center.. 2-14-74 
  230   Mission  ....... Walthill  ......... with 162 Amethyst  ........... Bancroft  ...... 2-18-74 
  195   Opal ............ Allen  ............ with 106 Goldenrod .......... Wakefield  ...... 4-2-74 
  245   Cloverleaf  ... Cook  ............ with 226 Tecumseh ........... Tecumseh. . . 7-10-74 
  312   Pioneer  ....... Lyman  .......... with 280 Morrill  ................ Morrill  .......... 2-11-75 
  276   Beemer  ....... Beemer  ........ with 149 Wisner Star ........ Wisner  ...........5-5-75 
  314   Golden Circle .... Dalton  .......... with 108 Providence ......... Sidney  ......... 8-13-75 
  293   Progress  ..... Leigh  ........... with 146 Stanton .............. Stanton  ...... 11-12-75 
  202   Blanche  ...... Long Pine  .... with 113 BEthany  ............ Ainsworth  .......4-6-76 
 163  Adams  ........... Adams  ......... with 9 Vesper  ............... Beatrice  .........9-2-76 
 152  Maple Leaf ..... Omaha  ......... with 277 AkSarBen. .......... Omaha  ...... 11-14-77 
 248   Douglas  ........ Douglas  ....... with 257 Palmyra  ............. Palmyra  ..... 12-13-77 
 221   Valley  ............ Wilsonville .... with 197 Beaver City. ........ Beaver City. .. 3-14-78 
  111   Star of Bethlehem-Hartington ...with 124 Areme  ............... Coleridge  ..... 11-2-78 
 162   Amethyst  ...... Bancroft  ....... with 208 Esther  ............... Lyons  .............1-7-80 
 100   Creighton  ...... Creighton . . . with 84 Mt. Vernon. . ....... Plainview  ..... 3-11-80 
   24   Osceola  ........ Osceola  ....... with 193 Shelby  ............... Shelby  ......... 3-17-80 
 165   Faithful  ......... Winside  ........ with 194 Wayne  ............... Wayne  ......... 4-14-80 
 315    Sargent ....... Sargent  ........ with 64 Doric  ................. Burwell  ........ 4-15-80 
 145    Orpah  ......... Decatur  ........ with 131 Tekamah  ........... Tekamah  ........2-6-81 
 177    Gleaners  ..... Glitner  .......... with 204 Phillips  .............. Phillips  ......... 2-21-81 
   98    Gold Leaf  .... Crawford  ...... with 60 Ivy Leaf  ............. Chadron ....... 3-10-81 
   65    Dakota  .......... Dakota City  .. with 301 Laura  ................. S. Sioux City . 6-10-81 
 283   Oakleaf  ......... Lynch  ........... with 247 Ornan  ................ Spencer  .........4-1-82 
 123   Jewel  ............ Emerson  ...... with 106 Golden Rod ........ Wakefield  ..... 4-14-82 
 227    Loyal  .......... Liberty .......... with 105 Violet  ................. Wymore  ..... 10-16-82 
 110    Silver Leaf  .. Randolph  ..... with 84 Mt. Vernon .......... Plainview  ..... 1-13-83 
 240   Rosemary  ..... Hickman  ...... with 49 Venus  ................ Cortland  ....... 2-28-83 
 285   Justina  .......... Gibbon  ......... with 35 Tuscan  .............. Kearney  ....... 4-16-83 
 141   Laurel  ........... Western  ....... with 173 Monica  .............. DeWitt  ......... 1-20-84 
 237   Linden  .......... Dunbar  ......... with I Queen Esther ..... Nebr. City  ..... 2-29-84 
 323   Hardy ............ Hardy  ........... with 63 Olive  .................. Superior  .........3-6-84 
   88   Excelsior  ....... Alma  ............ with 304 Republican. ........... Republican City . 3-7-84 
 253   Merna  ........... Merna  .......... with 164 Arrow  ................ Broken Bow  ...3-8-84 
 229   Samaritan  ..... Crofton  ......... with 159 Wausa  ............... Wausa  ......... 4-25-84 
 280   Morrill  ........... Morrill ........... with 214 Sunflower  .......... Mitchell  ...... 11-28-84 
   21   Ono  .............. St. Paul  ........ with 41 Andrew  .............. Grand Island  12-18-84 
 135   Edgar ............ Edgar  ........... with 27 Nelson  ............... Nelson  ....... 12-19-84 
    99 Pleiad  ............. Madison  ....... with 40 Beulah  ............... Norfolk  ......... 4-13-85 
 203   Ansley ........... Ansley .......... with 287 Mason City ......... Mason City ... 4-29-85 
 136   Curtis  ............ Curtis  ........... with 86 Eureka  .............. McCook  ....... 4-30-85 
 243   Hope ............. Danbury  ....... with 86 Eureka  .............. McCook  ..... 11-11-85 
 326   Goldenrod ..... Omaha  ......... with 249 Fontenelle .......... Omaha  ........ 4-17-86 
    56Mizpah ............. Ord  .............. with 43 Crystal  ............... Scotia  ........ 11-20-86 
 206  Anselmo  ........ Anselmo  ...... with 164 Arrow  ................ Broken Bow. . 12-2-86 
 217  Evening Star Clay Center  ..... with 70 Harvard  ............. Harvard  ....... 12-9-86 
 303  Greenwood ..... Greenwood  .. with 242 Matthews  ........... Ashland  .........2-3-87 
 187  Mistletoe  ........ Cambridge  ... with 144 Dorcas  .............. Bartley  ......... 4-21-87 
 125  Garnet  ........... Rushville  ...... with 272 Hay Springs. ...... Hay Springs. ...5-4-87 



 266  Tyre  ............... Oak  .............. with 27 Nelson  ............... Nelson  ......... 9-22-87 
 302  Roberta  ......... Indianola  ...... with 144 Dorcas  .............. Bartley  ......... 3-14-88 
 310  Potter ............. Potter  ........... with 108 Providence ......... Sidney  ......... 3-15-88 
 223  Lilly  ................ Stuart  ........... with 186 Atkinson  ............ Atkinson ....... 3-16-88 
   62  Trowel ............ Neligh  .......... with 40 Beulah  ............... Norfolk  ...........3-9-89 
 286  Shelton  .......... Shelton  ........ with 115 Cement  ............. Wood River ... 3-14-89 
 289  Chester  .......... Chester  ........ with 31 Hebron  .............. Hebron  ........ 3-15-89 
 273  Liberty  ........... Omaha  ......... with 269 Narcissus  .......... Omaha  ........ 4-20-89 
 239  Pierce  ............ Pierce  .......... with 40 Beulah  ............... Norfolk  ......... 9-14-89 
 126  Mystic Circle Scribner  .......... with 122 Friendship .......... Hooper  ........ 4-26-90 
 254  Faith  .............. Rulo  ............. with 225 Falls City  ........... Falls City ...... 3-21-91 
 137  Rex  ................ Arnold  .......... with 164 Arrow  ................ Broken Bow. . 4-16-91 
  290  Silver  ............. Silver Creek  . with 210 Ivy   .................... Clarks  .......... 6-17-91 
 209  Hypatia  .......... Bassett  ........ with 113 BEthany  ............ Ainsworth  .......7-2-91 
    50  Oxford  ........... Oxford .......... with 97 Concordia  .......... Holdrege  ........9-3-91 
   305  Platte Valley .... Sutherland  ... with 55 Signet  ................ North Platte  . 2-13-92 
  313 Alice  .............. Hampton  ...... with 93 Aurora  ............... Aurora  ......... 2-18-92 
  197 Beaver City ..... Beaver City  .. with 212 Rena  ................. Arapahoe  ..... 3-12-92 
  238  Rose Star  ...... West Point  ... with 149 Wisner Star ........ Wisner  ......... 4-13-92 
 178  Brilliant Star .... Syracuse  ..... with 257 Palmyra  ............. Palmyra  ....... 4-14-92 
 158  Oakland  ......... Oakland  ....... with 157 Craig  ................. Craig  ..............6-9-92 
 208  Esther  ............ Lyons  ........... with 157 Craig  ................. Craig  ..............6-9-92 
 322  Dorothy  .......... Cairo  ............ with 41 Andrew  .............. Grand Island ...2-7-94 
   38  Mt. Moriah  ..... Fairmont  ...... with 180 Geneva  ............. Geneva  ..........2-8-94 
   42  Martha  ........... Barneston  .... with 105 Violet  ................. Wymore  ....... 3-19-94 
   64 Doric  ............... Burwell  ......... with 43 Crystal  ............... Ord  .............. 5-19-94 
 282  Signal Hill  ...... Bayard  ......... with 260 Bridgeport. ......... Bridgeport ..... 11-8-94 
 138  Evergreen  ...... Cedar Bluffs  . with 119 Ruth  .................. North Bend .....1-3-95 
 295  Wauneta  ........ Wauneta  ...... with 279 Imperial  ............. Imperial  .........3-8-95 
   78  Oriental  .......... Loup City  ..... with 43 Crystal  ............... Ord  .............. 3-16-95 
   69  Blue Valley...... Wilber  .......... with 104 Crete  ................. Crete  .............6-7-95 
     96  Fern  ............... Burchard  ...... with 16 Guild  ................. Pawnee City . 8-22-95 
  120 Bernice  .......... Butte  ............ with 186 Atkinson  ............ Atkinson ....... 11-8-95 
  210 Ivy  ................. Clarks  .......... with 200 Arbor  ................. Central City .....4-9-96 
  317 Ola  ................ Stratton  ........ with 233 Holly  .................. Benkelman ... 6-13-96 
 173  Monica  ........... DeWitt .......... with 9 Vesper  ............... Beatrice  ....... 7-11-96 
 281  Wenona  ......... Lodgepole  .... with 108 Providence. ........ Sidney  ...........8-1-96 
 172  Ionic  .............. Niobrara  ....... with 117 Nazarene  .......... Bloomfield ..... 10-7-96 
 247  Oman  ............ Spencer  ....... with 316 Symphony. ......... O'Neill  .......... 6-12-97 
 226  Tecumseh  ...... Tecumseh  .... with 16 Guild  ................. Pawnee City 11-24-98 
 294  Perkins  .......... Grant  ........... with 142 Ogallala  ............. Ogallala  .........2-9-99 
 274  Gothenburg .... Gothenburg .. with 74 Meridian  ............ Cozad  .......... 2-18-99 
   66  Elwood  .......... Elwood  ......... with 33 Dawson  ............. Lexington  .......5-3-99 
  115  Cement ........... Wood River ... with 41 Andrew ............... Grand Island ...1-3-00 
      2  Adah ............... Auburn .......... with 263 Brownville ........... Brownville .......6-1-00 
 319   Sioux .............. Harrison ........ with 60 Ivy Leaf .............. Chadron ..... 10-10-00 
 103   Primrose ......... Springfield .... with 250 Elizabeth .... Weeping Water ..... 2-12-00 
   47   Charity ............ Red Cloud .... with 39 Acacia ................ Hastings ....... 2-12-01 
 278   Overton .......... Overton ......... with 33 Dawson .............. Lexington ........4-2-01 
 318   Palisade  ........ Palisade ........ with 86 Eureka ............... McCook ........ 4-23-01 
   68   Vashti ............. Fairbury ........ with 9 Vesper ................ Beatrice ..........5-3-01 
 287   Mason City ..... Mason City.... with 164 Arrow ................. Broken Bow ....2-5-02 
 296   Owaissa ......... Omaha.......... with 269 Narcissus ........... Omaha ...........3-7-02 
   57   Stella .............. Wahoo .......... with 198 Ceresco.............. Ceresco ..........5-6-02 
    43   Crystal ............ Ord ............... with 41 Andrew ............... Grand Island . 10-7-02 
 225   Falls City ........ Falls City ....... with 234 Humboldt ............ Humboldt ........3-6-03 
   80   Sylvia ............. Genoa........... with 191 Fullerton ............. Fullerton ....... 4-14-03 
  70    Harvard .......... Harvard ......... with 39 Acacia ................ Hastings .........5-5-03 



 157   Craig .............. Craig ............. with 216 Herman .............. Herman ..........9-4-03 
 23    Alcyone........... Rising City .... with 193 Shelby ................ Osceola ...... 10-14-03 
  58    Peru ............... Peru .............. with 263 Brownville ........... Brownville .......5-6-04 
 156   Seward ........... Seward ......... with 132 Blue River .......... Milford .......... 7-12-04 
 124   Areme ............. Coleridge ...... with 175 Miriam ................ Laurel ........... 9-13-04 
 106   Golden Rod .... Wakefield ...... with  194 Wayne ................ Wayne ........ 10-11-04 
   87   Grace ............. York .............. with  180 Geneva .............. Geneva ... 12-14-2004 
 218   Orleans ........... Orleans ......... with  304 Republican….Republican City .. 1-10-05 
 148   Lincoln ............ Lincoln .......... with  307 Starcraft ............. Lincoln ............7-6-05 
   63   Olive ............... Superior ........ with    27  Nelson ............... Nelson .......... 10-4-05 
  54    Sutton ............. Sutton ........... with 39 Acacia ................ Hastings ..... 10-10-05 
212    Rena............... Arapahoe ...... with 86 Eureka ............... McCook ........ 2-27-06 
241    Wallace........... Wallace ......... with 55 Signet ................. North Platte .... 7-13-06 
292    Winifred .......... Mullen ........... with 261 Sunshine ............ Thedford ... 6-13-2007 
109    Bethel ............. Culbertson .... with 86 Eureka ............... McCook .... 6-25-2007 
270    Minatare ......... Minatare ....... with 133 Scotts Bluff ......... Gerning .... 10-3-2007 
183    Moab .............. Minden.......... with 35 Tuscan ............... Kearney ...... 3-4-2008 
102    Rose ............... Albion ........... with 13 Harmony ............ Columbus ... 6-3-2008 
161    McKinley ......... Blair .............. with 216 Herman .............. Herman .... 7-10-2008 
251    Laura May ...... Chapman ...... with 200 Arbor .................. Central City .. 10-14-2008 
306      Mercy .................. Stella..................with 234 Humboldt ..................Humboldt ........ 11-6-2008 
117      Nazarene ............ Bloomfield .........with 159 Wausa ......................Wausa ............. 1-7-2009 
149      Wisner Star ......... Wisner ...............with 194 Wayne ......................Wayne ............. 3-9-2009 
224      Wood Lake ......... Wood Lake .......with 113 BEthany ....................Ainsworth......... 4-7-2009 
321      Willanna .............. Polk ...................with 192 Rob Morris ................Stromsburg ... 10-6-2009 
242      Matthews ............ Ashland .............with 198 Ceresco ....................Ceresco .......... 11-9-2009 
  48      Sarepta ................ Arlington ............with 216 Herman ....................Herman ........... 3-4-2010 
  67      Trestle Board ....... Brock .................with       16  Guild ..........................Pawnee City .. 5-25-2010 
205      Springview .......... Springview ........with 113 Bethany ....................Ainsworth.......... 2-1-2011 
181      Ideal ..................... Elmwood ...........with 250 Elizabeth ...................Weeping Water .... 7-7-11 
222      Clara .................... Callaway ...........with 164 Arrow ........................Broken Bow ....... 12-6-11 
  75      Schuyler .............. Schuyler ............with 119 Ruth ..........................North Bend ........... 3-6-12 
185     Aloyah .................. Alliance ............. with 60 Ivy Leaf .................... Chadron..............8-14-12 
133     Scotts Bluff ........... Gering .............. with 214 Sunflower ................ Mitchell .................. 9-4-12 
  27     Nelson .................. Nelson .............. with 268 Davenport ................ Davenport ...........10-2-12 
105     Violet ..................... Wymore ........... with 9 Vesper ..................... Beatrice ...............12-6-12 
288     Victory ................... Valley ................ with 92 Arbor Vitae ............... Fremont ..............1-10-13 
186     Atkinson ................ Atkinson ........... with 316 Symphony ............... O’Neill..................4-29-13 
265     Rose Standish ..... Friend ............... with 199 Utica ......................... Utica ...................... 7-8-13 
304     Republican ........... Republican City with 213 Franklin .................... Franklin ................. 7-9-13 
83        Olivette ................. Table Rock ....... with 16 Guild ......................... Pawnee City .......8-27-13 
180     Geneva ................ Geneva ............ with 31 Hebron ..................... Hebron ............. 10-16-13 
97        Concordia ............ Holdrege .......... with 35 Tuscan ..................... Kearney .............. 11-5-13 
249     Fontenelle ............ Omaha ............. with 299 Trinity ........................ Omaha ...............4-10-14 
272     Hay Springs ......... Hay Springs ..... with 184 Royal ........................ Gordon.............. 11-17-14 
191     Fullerton ............... Fullerton  .......... with  200 Arbor ........................ Central City .........2-23-16 
60       Ivy Leaf ................. Chadron ........... with 184 Royal ........................ Gordon.............. 11-14-16 
193     Shelby .................. Osceola ............ with 13 Harmony .................. Columbus ........ 10-10-17 
49        Venus ................... Cortland............ with 9 Vesper ..................... Beatrice ................. 3-1-18 
298      Rose Croix .......... Ravenna .......... with 41 Andrew .................... Grand Island......... 3-5-18 
260      Bridgeport ........... Bridgeport ........ with 215 Dome Rock ............. Scottsbluff ...........6-14-18 
300      Sunset ................. Orchard ............ with  84 Mount Vernon ......... Plainview ............7-26-18 
164      Arrow ................... Broken Bow ..... with 261 Sunshine ................. Thedford .......... 12-12-18 
74        Meridian ............... Cozad ............... with 33 Dawson ................... Lexington .............. 4-1-19 
131 Tekamah ........... Tekamah .......... with 216 Herman.................... Herman................. 6-6-19 
233 Holly .................. Benkelman ...... with  86 Eureka ..................... McCook ........... 10-28-19 
146 Stanton ............. Stanton ............. with 194 Wayne ..................... Wayne ............. 12-16-19 
316 Symphony ........ O’Neill ............... with 113 Bethany ................... Ainsworth .............. 1-7-20 



207 Irene .................. Guide Rock ...... with 39 Acacia ...................... Hastings ..............6-14-21 
213 Franklin ............. Franklin............. with 35 Tuscan ..................... Kearney ..............10-5-21 
52   Aday .................. Omaha ............. with 114 Papillion ................... Papillion ..............12-9-21 
279 Imperial ............. Imperial............. with 142 Ogallala .................... Ogallala ............ 12-14-21 
159 Wausa .............. Wausa .............. with 84 Mount Vernon ......... Plainview ............2-10-22 
16            Guild ................. Pawnee City .... with 9 Vesper ..................... Beatrice ................. 3-3-22 
320 Capitol ............... Lincoln .............. with 8 Electa ....................... Lincoln................... 3-5-22 
93   Aurora ............... Aurora .............. with 200 Arbor ........................ Central City .........4-26-22 
275 Columbia .......... Lincoln .............. with 8 Electa ....................... Lincoln................... 7-2-22 
134 Golden Rule ..... Hyannis ............ with 184 Royal ........................ Gordon............. 10-10-22 
175 Miriam ............... Laurel ............... with 194 Wayne ..................... Wayne .............. 11-21-22 
121 Naomi ............... Fort Calhoun .... with 216 Herman.................... Blair ....................... 4-6-23 
277 AkSarBen ......... Omaha ............. with  9 Vesta ........................ Omaha ...............9-16-23 
268 Davenport ......... Davenport ........ with 104 Crete ........................ Crete ................. 11-18-23 
 
NOTE: Approval of Worthy Grand Matron is final step in consolidation, Section 170 G.C. Law 
 
 

DEFUNCT CHAPTERS 
WITH DATE OF SURRENDER OF CHARTER 

   NO.   CHAPTER               LOCATION                                                        DATE       
 3  Washington  .......... Blair  ................................................... June 19, 1877 
 4  Olivet  .................... Plattsmouth  ...................................... January 8, 1906 
 5   Nebraska  .............. Bellevue  ............................................. June 19, 1877 
 7   Ruth  ..................... Ashland  ............................................................. 1891 
 10  Humboldt  .............. Humboldt  ........................................... June 19, 1877 
 11  Salem  ................... Salem  ......................................... Record incomplete 
 12  Falls City  .............. Falls City  ................. June 19, 1877 and May 6, 1902 
 14   Olive Branch ............ Juniata ......  Chartered June 19, 1877, record incomplete 
 15  Pearl  ........................ Harvard  ..... Chartered June 19, 1876, record incomplete 
 17  Centennial  ............ Riverton  ...................................... Record incomplete 
 18  Hebron  ................. Hebron  .............................................................. 1888 
 19  Evergreen  ............. Central City  ...................................... March 28, 1900 
 22   Unity  ..................... Blue Springs  ............................... Record incomplete 
 25  Fairfield  ................... Fairfield  .. Charter granted June 23, 1885, but not issued 
 26  Arcacia  ................. Phillips  .............................................................. 1891 
 28  Geneva ................. Geneva  ............................................. March 28,1900 
 29  Ivy  ........................ Clarks  ............................................................... 1894 
 30  Esther  ................... Tecumseh  ................................................  May 1902 
   Astral  .................... Kearney  ........................ instituted November 1, 1887 
 32  Grafton  ................. Grafton ............................. (Chartered June 20, 1888) 
 34  Stromsburg  ........... Stromsburg  ....................................................... 1894 
 36   Jessamine  ............ Friend  .............................. (Chartered June 18, 1890) 
 37   Arrow  .................... Broken Bow  ...................................................... 1894 
 45  Ben Hur  ................ Superior  ..................................................... July 1893 
 46  Fidelity  .................. Shelton  ..................................................... April 1902 
 51   Mount Olive  .......... Juniata  ......................................... February 26, 1925 
 53   Evening Star  ......... Clay Center  ....................................................... 1898 
 59   Northern Star  ........ Valentine  .......................................... March 17, 1903 
 61  Harmosa  ............... Wayne  ............................. (Chartered June 17, 1892) 
 71   Athena  .................. Gibbon  ................................................ June 11, 1904 
 72   Columbia  .............. Sumner  ....................................... Record incomplete 
 73   Crescent  ............... North Loop  .......................................... May 26, 1904 
 77  Miriam  .................. Arcadia  ....................................... Record incomplete 
 79   Melrose  ................ Orleans  ....................................... Record incomplete 
 81  Emerald  ................ Gandy  ................................................ June 15, 1905 
 82  Flowers  ................. Cedar Rapids  ............................. December 21, 1913 



 89  Filley  ..................... Filley  ................................................... April 23, 1904 
 90  Floral  .................... Blue Hill  ....................................... December 9, 1913 
 101  Utica  ..................... Utica  .................................................. March 7, 1903 
 107  Merna  ................... Merna  ................................................... April 1, 1904 
  108  Providence ............. Sidney ................................................... April 7, 2011 
 116  Broken Column ...... Elmwood  ........................................ January 24, 1909 

 118  Ulysses  ................. Ulysses  .............................................. March 5, 1928 

 127  Diana  .................... Stratton  ...................................... December 12, 1911 

 129  Ravenna  ............... Ravenna  ............................................ March 7, 1903 

 130  Wauneta  ............... Wauneta  .......................................... March 16, 1908 

   Valparaiso ............. Valparaiso  ................................................. May 1901 

 139  Kent  ...................... O'Neill  .............................................. March 15, 1904 

 140  Alpha  .................... Shickley  ............................................. March 5, 1903 

 147  Stella  .................... Stella  .................................................... April 9, 1907 

 151  Marguerite  ............ Carleton  .............................................. April 25, 1905 

 155  Lilly of the Valley .... Indianola  ............................................... August 1905 

 160  Carnation  .............. Bennett  .......................................... January 13, 1981 

 166  Beemer  ................. Beemer  ............................................ January 1, 1907 

 167  Fidelity  .................. Leigh  ..................................................... May 8, 1908 

 168  Hawthorne  ............ Ponca  ............................................ January 27, 1981 

 174  Naponee  ............... Naponee  .................................... December 28, 1907 

 188  Bradshaw  ............. Bradshaw  ............................................ May 10, 1933 

 190  Hay Springs  .......... Hay Springs  .......................................... April 1, 1913 

 211  Furnas  .................. Holbrook  ........................................ February 7, 1962 

 232  Security  ................ Battle Creek  ..................................... March 25, 1924 

 258  Aster  ..................... Litchfield  ............................................ March 3, 1961 

 284  Belgrade  ............... Belgrade  .................................... December 28, 1944 
 311  Avesta  .................. Elgin  ............................................ November 8, 1979 
 108 Providence ............. Sidney ................................................... April 7, 2011 
 
 
 

MEMORIALS, HONORARIUMS, DONATIONS 
4-1-2023 to 3-31-2024 

 

Alzheimer’s 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all members 1,000.00 
 

Cancer Fund 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all Chapters 1,000.00 
 

Chapter Scholarship Fund
94, Myrtle, Lincoln 50.00 

1, Queen Esther, Nebraska 
City 50.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island 50.00 

119, Ruth, North Bend 550.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth 650.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln 550.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips 550.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala 300.00 

214, Sunflower, Mitchell 50.00 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh 150.00 

9, Vesta, Beatrice 550.00 

104, Crete, Crete 50.00 

104, Crete, Crete 500.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford 50.00 

257, Palmyra, Palmyra 550.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport 50.00 

55, Signet, North Platte  50.00 

216, Herman, Herman 300.00 

216, Herman, Herman 750.00 



 250, Elizabeth, Weeping 
Water 50.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha 50.00 

184, Royal, Gordon 1550.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt 50.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth 50.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City 50.00 

246, Minnehaha, Valentine 50.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln 350.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln 50.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco 5550.00 

39, Acacia, Hastings 2550.00 

86, Eureka, McCook 1050.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville  50.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne 550.00 

33, Dawson, Lexington 50.00 

215, Dome Rock, Scottsbluff 550.00 

200, Arbor, Central City 550.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha 625.00 

262, Truth, Kimball 50.00 

132, Blue River, Milford 250.00 

6, Vesta, Omaha 50.00 

325, Alpha Bellevue 50.00 

 

 

Educational Loan Fund 

113, BEthany, Ainsworth Donation 10.00 
 

ESTARL, Harold T. Landeryou Fund 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In honor of Brenda McGuire, GGCCM 133.00 

Grand Chapter of NE Donation on behalf of all members 1000.00 

 

ESTARL, Yount Endowment Fund 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth Donation 10.00 
Susa Hedges – Misc. Old sales table 619.00 
Maril & Bernie Hauber Old sales table 20.00 
Suzanne Byler Old sales table 15.00 
Stacey Bolin Old sales table 15.00 
Susan Hedges Old sales table 60.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island Donation 54.00 

153, Martha Washington Donation 150.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Donation 50.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island Donation 63.00 

 
 

Heart Fund 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all Chapters 1,000.00 
 

 
International Headquarters Fund 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all Chapters 1,000.00 
8, Electa, Lincoln Donation of dollar per member 169.00 
114, Papillion, Papillion In honor of Cheryl Beckius, GGCCM 300.00 

 

 
Knights Templar Eye Fund 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth Donation 10.00 
Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all members 1,000.00 

 

 



Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children 

 

Christmas and Thanksgiving Ingathering MESH:
113, Bethany, Ainsworth 25.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth 25.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford 25.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco 100.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln 125.00 

122, Friendship, Hooper 50.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala 150.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice 25.00 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln 500.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips 25.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview 100.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville 25.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville 25.00 

86, Eureka, McCook 50.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley 25.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney 50.00 

250, Elizabeth, Weeping 
Water 100.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne 100.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln 50.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island 25.00 

86, Eureka, McCook 240.00 

20, Alma, David City 100.00 

215, Dome Rock, Scottsbluff 180.00 

199, Utica, Utica 100.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth 125.00 

84, Mount Vernon 100.00 

198, Ceresco, Lincoln 100.00 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh 90.00 

214, Sunflower, Mitchell 50.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley 180.00 

217, Temple, Lincoln 275.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney 100.00 

262, Truth, Kimball 25.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt 25.00 

Betty Bierman 40.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport 100.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport 200.00 

 

Donations MESH: (Placed in Funds Designated by the Donor)
198, Ceresco, Ceresco Donation for farm truck repair 100.00 

Betty Marcellus Donation 50.00 

122, Friendship, Hooper Donation for Farm Truck Project 100.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport Donation 1000.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Donation 50.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Donation 250.00 

Isobel Taylor Donation 50.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Donation for crafts 50.00 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln Donation for van 500.00 

215, Dome Rock, Scottsbluff Donation for purchasing van 50.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha Donation 100.00 

325, Alpha, Bellevue Donation 50.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford Donation for replacement of van 25.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview Donation for school supplies 85.00 

1, Queen Esther, Nebraska City Donation 100.00 

55, Signet, North Platte Donation 100.00 

39, Acacia, Hastings Donation 100.00 

200, Arbor, Central City Donation 200.00 

246, Minnehaha, Valentine Donation 25.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City Welcome bags 113.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island Donation 20.00 

104, Crete, Crete Donation 100.00 

184, Royal, Gordon Donation 200.00 

94, Myrtle, Lincoln Donation 50.00 

Bonnie Thaden Donation 20.00 

 

Honorariums MESH: 

Susan Hedges In honor of Tiffany Westerholt for school supplies 10.00 

Susan Hedges In honor of Robyn Mason for school supplies 10.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In honor of Cathy Wagner 25.00 



Judy & Gene Wehrbein In honor of Bob Rhodes, PGP 25.00 

Cathy Dzuris In honor of Andrew #41, Grand Island 75.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips In honor of Caryn Ziettlow, DGS 15.00 

39, Acacia, Hastings In honor of Karla Lawler, DGS 40.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley In honor of April Ott, DGs 25.00 

153, Martha Washington, Lincoln In honor of Andy Stewart, DGS 25.00 

 
 

Memorials MESH: 

257, Palmyra, Palmyra In memory of Warren Lashley 25.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Fern Gauchat 10.00 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln Memorials 75.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln In memory of Norma Walgreen  15.00 

Connie & Don Havekost In memory of Don Jelinek, PGP 100.00 

Past Grands Association In memory of Don Jelinek, PGP 10.00 

Jan Thoman In memory of Jill Ramsey, PGM 20.00 

Past Grands Association In memory of Genevieve Ramsey, PGM 10.00 

94, Myrte, Lincoln In memory of Dayle Prenosil 10.00 

86, Eureka, McCook In memory of Norma Kasson 10.00 

Cheryl Beckius In memory of Jill Ramsey, PGM 20.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Verneal Dodge 10.00 

Jeanine Bryceson, PGM In memory of Cynthia Norman, PGM 20.00 

Electa Past Matron & Patrons In memory of Jeff Munford 25.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport In memory of Robert Crumbliss 20.00 

Past Grands Association In memory of Gordon Lee Clark, PGP 10.00 

Cathy & Wendell Wagner In memory of Gordon Clark, PGP 25.00 

Past Grands Association In memory of Dennis Smith, PGP 10.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In memory of Frances Gilliland 10.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In memory of James Otteman 10.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne In memory of Jude Milliken 10.00 

Susan Hedges In memory of John Jones 20.00 

Kris Bergstrom In memory of Kathy Anders 200.00 

Jan Thoman, PGM In memory of Jack Steven 10.00 

Jan Thoman, PGM In memory of John Jones 10.00 

144 Dorcas, Bartley In memory of Fayann Shedd 15.00 

Kris Bergstrom In memory of Kathy Anders for welcome bag 200.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In memory of Greg Kiichler 10.00 

Dottie Arent In memory of Merry Susan Kim 10.00 

Dottie Arent In memory of Susan Arendt 10.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne In memory of Jean Ley and Margaret Lentz 20.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips In memory of Norm and Barbara Sodomka 60.00 

257, Palmyra, Palmyra  In memory of Rose Marie Brandt 25.00 

Lorrie Bryant In memory of Mark Poston 25.00 

Bruce Raddatz, PGP 
In memory of Roxie Beaton, Grand Organist for 
“Joyful Noise” family 25.00 

Myrna Vasta In memory of Mark Poston 20.00 

Cathy & Wendell Wagner In memory of Paul Schroeder 20.00 

Cathy & Wendell Wagner In memory of Mark Poston 20.00 

153, Martha Washington, Lincoln In memory of Mark Poston 50.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln In memory of Ken Sieg 15.00 

Shirley Boardman In memory of Mark Poston 50.00 

Kathy & Mike Berger In memory of Mark Poston 20.00 

Marilyn Jepson In memory of Mark Poston 20.00 

Bette Cummins In memory of Mark Poston 25.00 

Laurie Sieg, PGM In memory of Mark Poston 25.00 



Donna Johnson In memory of Mark Poston 20.00 

Patricia Etherton In memory of Mark Poston 10.00 

Jean Smith In memory of Mark Poston 50.00 

Jerry Waechter In memory of Mark Poston 20.00 

Sharon Yockers In memory of Mark Poston 20.00 

Martha & David Rowe In memory of Mark Poston 100.00 

Marcia Malzer In memory of Mark Poston 25.00 

Mary Sue Atkins In memory of Mark Poston 50.00 

Elizabeth Benson In memory of Mark Poston 20.00 

Melinda & Larry Brage In memory of Mark Poston 25.00 

Lynn Friesen In memory of Mark Poston 25.00 

Nancy & Darrel Weers In memory of Mark Poston 25.00 

Dorothy Williams In memory of Mark Poston 50.00 

Linda Lyon In memory of Mark Poston 25.00 

Julia & Russell Reno In memory of Mark Poston 50.00 

Patricia Derry  In memory of Mark Poston 30.00 

Betty & John Kirby In memory of Mark Poston 100.00 

86 Eureka, McCook In memory of Gwendolyn Prell 10.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley In memory of Gwen Prell 15.00 

Ruth Batie In memory of James Batie 280.00 

Sharon &I Wayne Vian In memory of James Batie 25.00 

Barbara Yost In memory of James Batie 15.00 

Karen & Robert Bortz In memory of James Batie 25.00 

Debra & Williamson In memory of James Batie 20.00 

Ruth Batie In memory of Jim Batie 25.00 

Rose Mary & Lavern Shaw In memory of Jim Batie 25.00 

Frances & James Grimes In memory of Jim Batie 25.00 

20, Alma, David City In memory of Jeanne Pope 25.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In memory of Catherine Giesselmann 25.00 

Beverly Farlin In memory of Leslie Farlin 100.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In memory of Virginia Sellon 10.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island In memory of Norman & Barbara Sodomka 25.00 

Jan Thoman, PGM In memory of Catherine Giesselmann 20.00 

153, Martha Washington, Lincoln In memory of Mark Poston 50.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Vonda Roberts – Garland 10.00 

 
Purple Ribbon Club MESH:

277, AkSarBen, Omaha 75.00 

299, Trinity, Omah 75.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City 100.00 

325, Alpha, Bellevue 50.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln 50.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth 25.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford 25.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln 125.00 

122, Friendship, Hooper 50.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice 25.00 

198, Ceresco, Lincoln 100.00 

94, Myrle, Lincoln 50.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala 100.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview 100.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips 25.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein 50.00 

40, Beulah, Norfolk 50.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville 25.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth 100.00 

39, Acacia, Hastings 200.00 

86, Eureka, McCook 100.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne 100.00 

246, Minnehaha, Valentine 25.00 

199, Utica, Utica 50.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney 50.00 

216, Herman, Herman 25.00 

153, Martha Washington, Lincoln 125.00 

20, Alma, David City 50.00 

215, Dome Rock, Scottsbluff 50.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley 50.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island 25.00 

6, Vesta, Omaha 100.00 

1, Queen Esther, Nebraska City 100.00 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh 50.00 

214, Sunflower, Mitchell 50.00  

250, Elizabeth, Weeping Water 75.00 



104, Crete, Crete 50.00 

214, Sunflower, Mitchell 50.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt 25.00 

132, Blue River, Milford 200.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport 100.00 

 
The Nebraska Masonic Home 

 
Christmas and Fall Ingathering NMH:

234, Humboldt, Humboldt 25.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth 25.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth 25.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford 25.00 

198, Ceresco,  100.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln 146.00 

122, Friendship, Hooper 50.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala 150.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice 25.00 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln 500.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips 25.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips 25.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview 100.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville 25.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville 25.00 

114, Dorcas, Bartley 25.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney 50.00 

250, Elizabeth, Weeping Water 100.00 

104, Crete, Crete 50.00 

199, Utica, Utica 100.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview 100.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco 100.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln 275.00 

 

Donations NMH:  (Placed in funds designated by donor)
198, Ceresco, Lincoln Donation for Welcome Center 100.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Donation  60.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Donation 250.00 

Isobel Taylor Donation 50.00 

Dottie & Keevin Arent Caring Club in honor of Rainbow 500.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford Donation for patio upgrade 55.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Donation for Caring Club 100.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Donation for Activities Use 50.00 

269, Narcissus, Omah Caring Club 500.00 

1, Queen Esther, Nebraska City Donation 100.00 

55, Signet, North Platte Donation 100.00 

200, Arbor, Central City Donation 100.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Donation 100.00 

246, Minnehaha, Valentine Donation 25.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln Donation 50.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island Donation 20.00 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh Donation 50.00 

184, Royal, Gordon Donation 100.00 

94, Myrtle, Lincoln Donation 50.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln Donation for Random Act of Kindness 75.00 

 
 

Honorariums NMH: 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh In honor of Lori Nerud, DGS 35.00 

39, Acacia, Hastings In honor of Lori Nerud, DGS 40.00 

Diann & Jack Frahm In honor of Sue Hedges, retirement 25.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In honor of 23-25 To God be the Glory family 25.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In honor of 22-23 Rainbows of Kindness 25.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford In honor of Lori Nerud, DGS 25.00 

Wanda & Gale Retzlaff In honor of Bob Rhodes, PGP 90th 15.00 

86, Eureka, McCook In honor of Lori Nerud, DGS 25.00 

 



Memorials NMH: 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In memory of Genevieve Ramsey, PGM 20.00 

Connie & Don Havekost In memory of Jill Ramsey, PGM 50.00 

94, Myrtle, Lincoln In memory of Clarabelle Troutman 10.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth in memory of Roy Walton Jr. 20.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Kyle Lantz 10.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In memory of Donna Steinshouer 20.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt In memory of Shad Gager 25.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In memory of Verl Steinshouer 20.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley In memory of Willard “Owen” Elmer 15.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In memory of Dennis Smith, PGP 10.00 

Diann & Jack Frahm In memory of Frances Gilliland 20.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In memory of Gordon Clark, PGP 20.00 

Bev & Mike Donham In memory of Dennis Smith, PGP 25.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Phyllis Kuster 10.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In memory of Shirley Hutchinson 20.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In memory of Denny Smith, PGP 20.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In memory of Carol Ann Glaze 20.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In memory of Doris Hirz 20.00 

Myrna Harper In memory of John Jones 25.00 

Connie & Don Havekost In memory of John Jones 50.00 

Betty Garwood, PGM In memory of John Jones 20.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In memory of Benne Jo Speck 20.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Kent Phillips 10.00 

94, Myrtle, Lincoln In memory of Allen Plucknett 10.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In memory of Benne Rae Beins 20.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In memory of Nova Walker 20.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Moira Roberts 10.00 

Brenda McGuire, PGM In memory of Don Jellinek, PGP 25.00 

Stars in Harmony In memory of Don Jelinek, PGP 100.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In memory of Don Jelinek, PGP 25.00 

   

 
Military Fund 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all members 1000.00 
 

Other Charities – OES Star Dogs of NE Inc. 

8, Electa, Lincoln Donation 100.00 

Gary Brhel, GGCCM Sales of GGCC pins 455.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz In honor of Judy & Gene Wehrbein 20.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz In memory of Jill Ramsey, PGM 20.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz In memory of Deloyt Young, PGP 20.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz In memory of Delbert Rogers, PGP 20.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz In memory of Sharlene Coulter, PGM 20.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz In memory of Cynthia Norman, PGM 100.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport Donation 100.00 

Betty & John Kirby In memory of Cynthia “Cyn” Norman, PGM 50.00 

Jeannine Cox In memory of Cynthia Norman, PGM 50.00 

Kelly Stahly In memory of Cynthia Norman, PGM 20.00 

Sue Kittinger In memory of Cynthia Norman, PGM 20.00 

Deborah Garwood In memory of Louie  25.00 

Jan Thoman, PGM In memory of Kendal Sieg 20.00 

Betty Garwood, PGM In memory of Kendal Sieg 25.00 



Myrna Vasta In memory of Kendal Sieg 15.00 

Pam & Gary Brhel In memory of Ken Sieg 25.00 

Isobel Taylor In memory of Ken Sieg 20.00 

Isobel Taylor Donation 50.00 

Cathy & Wendell Wagner In memory of Dennis Smith, PGP 25.00 

Cathy & Wendell Wagner In memory of Ken Sieg 25.00 

Kelly Stahly In memory of Ken Sieg 30.00 

Nebraska Rainbow for Girls In memory of Kendal Sieg 150.00 

2019-2021 Grand Family In memory of Kendal Sieg 100.00 

Carolyn & Carl Plants In memory of Kendal Sieg 25.00 

Sheri Balak In memory of Ken Sieg 20.00 

Linda & Dennis Dubry In memory of Ken Sieg 25.00 

Mike & Bev Donham In memory of Ken Sieg 25.00 

Peggy & Mike Hitchcock In memory of Ken Sieg 100.00 

Susan Hedges In memory of Denny Smith, PGP 20.00 

Susan Hedges In memory of Ken Sieg 20.00 

Dottie & Keevin Arent In memory of Ken Sieg 10.00 

55, Signet, North Platte Donation 250.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln Donation 587.10 

Make A Joyful Noise Family In memory of Jim Batie 25.00 

Kay Goble & Bernie Hauber In honor of installing officers 80.00 

Ruth Batie In memory of Jim Batie 305.00 

Barbara & Donald Batie In memory of Jim Batie 25.00 

Anita & Ken Schultz In memory of Jim Batie 25.00 

Sandra & Bruce Raddatz In memory of Jim Batie 25.00 

Barbara & Marvin Hilgedick In memory of Jim Batie 25.00 

Roger & Kathleen Nelson In memory of Jim Batie 25.00 

   

Other Charities 

35, Tuscan, Kearney 2 Masonic All Star Marching Band scholarships 700.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Masonic Youth Leadership Conference 50.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In memory of Ken Sieg for Theatre Dept at Wesleyan 10.00 

200, Arbor, Central City Alzheimer’s Association of Lincoln 25.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln Youth conference 50.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview Shriners Hospital in memory of Jess Dennis 10.00 

Wanda & Gale Retzlaff In memory of Mike Stewart 15.00 

  
 

Scottish Rite-- RiteCare Program 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all Chapters 
1,000.00 

 
 

 Service & Therapy Dogs 

214, Sunflower, Mitchell In honor of Karla Lawler, DGS 25.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth In honor of Kerri Straub, DGS 20.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha Donation 165.00 

Shriley DeVasure In memory of Farol Lofgren 25.00 

325, Alpha, Bellevue Donation 117.00 

Nan & Dennis Rix Quilt raffle sales 545.00 

Stacey Bolin Sales 10.00 



Kelsey Larsen Sales 10.00 

Kelsey Larsen Sales 20.00 

Maril Hauber Sales & raffle 40.00 

Linda Buck Sales 30.00 

Cynthia &K Alan Pedersen Sales & raffle 30.00 

262, Truth, Kimball Sales & raffle 85.88 

13, Harmony, Columbus In memory of Janice Carksdon 25.00 

Ila Preister Donation from Red Hats 25.00 

Caryn Ziettlow Donation 65.00 

Susan Hedges In memory of Louie Rix, “Star Dog” 40.00 

Connie & Don Havekost In memory of Louie Rix, “Star Dog” 50.00 

Jennifer Dierks Duck Dog game at the Salt Dogs Game 320.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Donation 61.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco Dog jar 68.77 

8, Electa, Lincoln Donation 215.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha Donation 191.00 

122, Friendship, Hooper Donation 306.66 

Myrna Vasta In honor of Shellie Smith 10.00 

Myrna Vasta In honor of Sue Hedges 10.00 

Myrna Vasta In honor of Jeanne Krenk 10.00 

Myrna Vasta In honor of Sheli Rice 10.00 

Lorrie Bryant In memory of Jim Batie 25.00 

Kristi & Matt Vandergriff In honor of Installing Officers 100.00 

Ruth Batie In memory of Jim Batie 25.00 

Peggy & Michael Hitchcock In honor of 2023 officers of Bethany Chapter 100.00 

94, Myrtle, Lincoln In honor of Andy Stewart, DGS 25.00 

104, Crete, Crete In honor of installing officers 25.00 

104, Crete, Crete In honor of Nan Rix, DGS 50.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco In honor of Meagan Pruitt, DGS 25.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In honor of Nan Rix, DGS 10.00 

Gloria Guern Sweatshirt 20.00 

119, Ruth, North Bend Quilt raffle 380.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt In honor of Nan Rix, DGS 25.00 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation in honor of all chapters 1000.00 



 

    
Shrine Hospitals and Transportation Fund 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all members 1,000.00 
 

Youth Fund 
Donations, Memorials: 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Youth Leadership Conference 30.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth Donation 10.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Donation 100.00 
Betty Garwood, PGM In honor of Stacy Newcomb 20.00 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all members 1000.00 
 

 

Worthy Grand Matron 
and Worthy Grand Patron Projects        

 

“OES Star Dogs of NE Inc.” Special Project:

234, Humboldt, Humboldt In honor of Beth Benson, DGS 25.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley Silent auction donation 50.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley Donation 131.68 

199m Utica, Utica In honor of Kelly Stahly, DGS 25.00 

Gloria Guern 
Donation from the DGS in honor of Laurie, WGM 
& Wayne, WGP 110.00 

299 Trinity, Omaha In lieu of corsages at Grand Chapter 100.00 

Susan & Wayne Andreasen Puppy sales 30.00 

Athena Assembly #24 Donation 400.00 

Gloria & Allan Guern Donation from lunch at Grand Chapter 176.00 

Distinguished Guests 2023 Donation 385.00 

John Grant Silent auction 1682.50 

Jan Thoman Silent auction 75.00 

Cynthia Timmermier Silent auction 75.00 

Cynthia Kauk Silent auction 105.00 

Katherine Meink Silent auction 215.00 

Tracey Hefner Silent auction 60.00 

Joan Young Silent auction 50.00 

Judy &I William Pickle Silent auction 110.00 

Katherine & Donald Meink Silent auction 55.00 

Karan & Tim Birdsall Silent auction 220.00 

Jacqulain &I James Gansemer Silent auction 180.00 

Joyce Roberts Silent auction 60.00 

April Johnston Silent auction 265.00 

Joyce Quaring Silent auction 425.00 

Paullette Mayfield Silent auction 30.00 

Claudia & John Hauser Silent auction 25.00 

Deborah & George McMullin  Silent auction 120.00 

Samantha Walters Silent auction 150.00 



Marilyn Culver  Silent auction 85.00 

Nancy See Silent auction 80.00 

Tiffany Westerholt Silent auction 250.00 

Ruth Batie Silent auction 55.00 

Shelby Chesnut Silent auction 5.00 

Dehnia Bullerdiek Silent auction 175.00 

Gretchen Grupe Silent auction 30.00 

Marilyn & Robert Carhart Silent auction 170.00 

Suzanne Byler Silent auction 320.00 

Susan Hedges Silent auction 65.00 

Barb & Fran Crowe Silent auction 55.00 

Susanne & Mohan Krishna Silent auction 75.00 

Sheli Rice Silent auction 135.00 

Beverly & Michael Donham Silent auction 170.00 

Cheryl Hobbie Silent auction 75.00 

Cynthia Pederson Silent auction 10.00 

Tamara & Bill Engler Silent auction 30.00 

Kelly Stahly Silent auction 45.00 

Laurie Sieg Silent auction 40.00 

Laurie Swick Silent auction 190.00 

Barbara & Fran Crowe Silent auction 40.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In honor of Meagan Pruitt, DGS 25.00 

Rainbow of Kindness Grand Family Donation 250.00 

Marilyn & Robert Carhart In honor of 2022-2023 Grand Family  180.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice Donation 50.00 

Cheryl Beckius In honor of 2022-2023 Grand Officers 100.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne In honor of Beth Benson, DGS 25.00 

Bev & Mike Donham In memory of Claudia Jurek 20.00 

325, Alpha, Bellevue In honor of Nan Rix, DGS 25.00 

86, Eureka, McCook Basket auction 100.00 

Rita & Keith Lindvall In honor of 2022-2023 Grand Family 250.00 

Past Grands Association Donation 75.00 

Diann & Jack Frahm In honor of Wayne Andreasen, WGP 25.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford In honor of Linda Dubry, WGM 200.00 

Linda Dubry & Cecil Smith In honor of installing Grand Officers 50.00 

Betty Garwood, PGM In honor of 2023-2024 Grand Family 50.00 

PAGO club Donation 250.00 

To Giod Be The Glory Grand Officers In honor of Dennis Rix, GM for gavels 200.00 

Megan Sue Bousquet In memory of Cynthia Norman, PGM 20.00 

Geraldine Wilcox, PGM In honor of Linda Dubry & Cecil Smith 100.00 

Beth Benson In honor of Linda Dubry & Cecil Smith 40.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In honor of Cecil Smith, & Linda Dubry 3000.00 

Nebraska Grand Assembly In honor of Cecil Smith, WGP 200.00 

Marcine Brohill in honor of Linda Dubry, WGM 100.00 

215, Dome Rock, Scottsbluff Visitation donation 50.00 

214, Sunflower, Mitchell Visitation donation 50.00 

262, Truth, Kimball Visitation donation 25.00 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh Visitation donation 50.00 

Rita Lindvall Sale of mints 79.25 

194, Wayne, Wayne Donation from Robert Carhart, PGP 243.79 

Nicole Smith Dog tags 20.00 

1, Queen Esther, Nebraska City Visitation donation 25.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview Visitation donation 100.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City Visitation donation 200.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Visitation donation 50.00 



40, Beulah, Norfolk Visitation donation 25.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt Visitation donation 25.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt Visitation donation 25.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice Visitation donation 50.00 

Nicole Smith Sale of dog tags 30.00 

Nancy Wheeler Sale of dog tag 10.00 

Nicole Smith Bellevue dog tags 135.00 

Rita Lindvall Norfolk mints 73.00 

Rita Lindvall Bellevue mints 60.00 

Job’s Daughters International In honor of Laurie Sieg, WGM 100.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Donation 50.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview Donation 100.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln Visitation donation 100.00 

216, Herman, Herman Visitation donation 100.00 

Nicole Smith Lincoln visitation dog tags 70.00 

Rita Lindvall Lincoln visitation sale of candy 92.00 

Rita Lindvall Grand Island visitation candy money 82.00 

Nicole Smith Grand Island dog tag 10.00 

Area 2 chapters Donation from area 2 visitation 200.00 

257, Palmyra, Palmyra Donation 50.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Donation 60.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha In honor of Bernard Hauber, Grand Chaplain 250.00 

41, visitation, Grand Island Visitation donation 12.50 

268, Davenport, Davenport Visitation donation 25.00 

20, Alma, David City Visitation donation 25.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips Visitation donation 25.00 

Nicole Smith Dog tags 49.00 

Rita Lindvall Visitation mints 63.00 

92, Arbor Vitae, Fremont Visitation donation 100.00 

6, Vesta, Omaha Visitation donation 50.00 

269, Narcissus #269, Omaha Visitation donation 50.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha Visitation donation 50.00 

114, Papillion, Papillion Visitation donation 50.00 

119, Ruth, North Bend Visitation donation 25.00 

169, Luna, Elkhorn Visitation donation 25.00 

169, Luna Elkhorn Visitation donation 25.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Visitation donation 250.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Visitation donation 75.00 

Beth Benson In honor of Robyn Mason 10.00 

Beth Benson In honor of Tiffany Westerholt 10.00 

Linda Dubry Quilt raffle from NE/KS exchange 183.00 

Gloria Guern Dog purchase 10.00 

Beth Benson In honor of Dennis Rix Grand Marshal 10.00 

Nicole Smith Sale of dog tags 90.00 

Rita Lindvall Sale of mints 54.00 

Area 3 Chapters Donation 573.30 

86, Eureka, McCook Visitation donation 25.00 

55, Signet, North Platte Visitation donation 100.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth Visitation donation 100.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala Visitation donation 100.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley Visitation donation 50.00 

Grand Representatives In honor of Laurie Sieg, WGM 100.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford Visitation donation 25.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport Donation 27.00 

Nancy & Larry Niday Donation in honor of Cecil Smith, WGM 25.00 



Mary Ritter Donation for Evan Evans 50.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island Donation 28.25 

Area #4 Visitation and Salt Dogs 1013.71 

Papillion Masonic Family Card Club Donation 108.00 

325, Alpha, Bellevue Donation 100.00 

Area #3 Donation 31.50 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln Laces visitation and Salt Dogs donation 50.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice 
In honor of Elizabeth Charbonneau, Lynn 
Cardey and Ruth Neeman 30.00 

94, Myrtle, Lincoln Donation 25.00 

114, Papillion, Papillion Donation  457.88 

271, Temple, Lincoln Donation 135.00 

Peggy & Michael Hitchcock In memory of Dale Karre, DMV 100.00 

Ruth Batie In memory of Jim Batie 60.00 

Cathy & Wendell Wagner In honor of Andi Carpenter & Meagan Pruitt 100.00 

Beth Benson In honor of Jenn Dierks, WM of Myrtle #94 20.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In honor of Myrna Vasta, DGS 25.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview 
In honor of Joan Alexander, WM & Wayne 
Andreasen, WP 50.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz In memory of Ken Sieg 25.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz In honor of Jan Thoman for birthday 25.00 

Pam & Gary Brhel In honor of 2023-2024 officers 200.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In honor of Kerri Straub, DGS 25.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala Donation for silent auction 100.00 

132, Blue River, Milford In honor of Beth Benson, DGS 20.00 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF TOWNS 

 

Ainsworth No. 113 

Bartley No. 144 

Beatrice No. 9 

Bellevue No. 325 

Blair No. 216 

Brownville No. 263 

Central City No. 200 

Ceresco No. 198 

Columbus No. 13 

Crete No. 104 

David City No. 20 

Elkhorn No. 169 

Fremont No. 92 

Gordon No. 184 

Grand Island No. 41 

Hastings No. 39 

Hebron No. 31 

Hooper No. 122 

Humboldt No. 234 

Kearney No. 35 

Kimball No. 262 

Lexington No. 33 

Lincoln No. 8 

Lincoln No. 94 

Lincoln No. 153 

Lincoln No. 271 

Lincoln No. 307 

McCook No. 86 

Milford No. 132 

Mitchell No. 214 

Nebraska City No.1 

Norfolk No. 40 

North Bend No. 119 

North Platte No. 55 

Ogallala No. 142 

Omaha No. 6 

Omaha No. 269 

Omaha No. 299 

Oshkosh No. 264 

Palmyra No. 257 

Papillion No. 114 

Phillips No. 204 

Plainview No. 84 

Plattsmouth No. 189 

Scottsbluff No. 215 

South Sioux City No. 301 

Stromsburg No. 192 

Thedford No. 261 

Utica No. 199 

Valentine No. 246 

Wayne No. 194 

Weeping Water No. 250



SUBORDINATE CHAPTER OFFICERS FOR 2024 

 

No. CHAPTER LOCATION WORTHY MATRON WORTHY PATRON SECRETARY MEETING 

1 Queen Esther 
Nebraska City 

68410 

Mrs. Sara Horstmann 
1508 1st Corso 
Nebraska City NE 68410 
402-209-2505 
sarahorstmann90@yahoo. 
com 

Mr. David Wetrosky 
331 Pinewood Dr. 
Nebraska City NE 68410 
402-873-5437 
dwetrosky@neb.rr.com 

Mrs. Sharon McElfresh  
1507 North 11th Street 
Nebraska City NE 68410 
402-209-2234 
cm44045@windstream. 
net 

2ND Thursday 

7:00 P.M. 
1104 Central Ave 

6 Vesta Omaha 

Mrs. Paulissa Kipp 
2565 Mary Street 
Omaha NE 68112 
402-880-6139 
starrylabyrinth@gmail.com 

Mr. Stephan Stravinskas 
11950 S. 29th Street 
Bellevue NE 68123 
402-965-1009 
SStravinskas@gmail.com 

Mrs. Fritzie Nixon 
4921 N. 136th Street 
Omaha NE 68164 
402-913-4343 
fritzie.nixon@gmail.com 

2nd Saturday 
1:00 P.M. 

2823 N 83rd 

8 Electa Lincoln 

Mrs. Ilah Anderson 
2010 S 26th Street 
Lincoln NE 68502-3025 
402-435-0974 
job60@ix.netcom.com 

Mr. Donald H. Frank 
1411 Sioux Street 
Lincoln NE 68502-4734 
402-423-0802 
No email 

Ms. Beth Benson 
2019 Harwood Street 
Lincoln NE  68502-2728 
(402) 310-0416 
bazi16@msn.com 

1st Saturday 
2:00 or 7:30 P.M. 

1635 L St 

9 Vesper 
Beatrice 
68310 

Mrs. Dora Redwine  
1024 N. 9th 
Beatrice NE 68310-2355 
C: 402-239-2398  
doraredwine@gmail.com 

Mr. Daryl Doolittle  
P.O. Box 326, 550 W. 2nd St. 
Cortland NE 68331-0326 
402-798-7815  
ddaryl1414@windstream. 
net 

Mrs. Lois Terwilleger  
2101 Arbor Ave Apt 105 
Beatrice NE 68310-2664 
402-223-9045 
terwillegerjames@yahoo.
com 

1st Thursday 
7:00 P.M. 
130 N. 7th  

13 Harmony 
Columbus 

68601 

Mrs. Tami Osantowski 
930 43 1/2  Road 
Bellwood NE 68624 
402-276-0332 
tamihd@yahoo.com 

  
2nd Tuesday 

7:00 P.M. 
4722 28th St 

mailto:cm44045@windstream.net
mailto:cm44045@windstream.net


SUBORDINATE CHAPTER OFFICERS FOR 2024 

 

No. CHAPTER LOCATION WORTHY MATRON WORTHY PATRON SECRETARY MEETING 

20 Alma 
David City 

68632 

Mrs. Jane Rehmer  
1138 N. 9th Street 
David City NE 68632 
402-641-7744 
jlrehmer@hotmail.com 

Mr. Rex Rehmer 
1138 N. 9th Street 
David City NE 68632 
402-367-4443 
rrehmer@windstream.net 

Mrs. Joan Jones  
P.O. Box 229 
David City NE 68632 
402-641-3695 
mejones0529@gmail.com 

2nd Wednesday 
7:30 P.M. 

331 “E” Street 

31 Hebron 
Hebron 
68370 

 

Mrs. Sandra Carbonneau 
615 Olive Avenue 
Hebron NE 68370 
402-200-8942 
No email 

 

Mrs. Paulette Wise, Pro-
Tem 
824 H Street 
Geneva, NE 68361 
402-759-2588 
aw05040@windstream.ne
t  

3rd Wednesday 
7:00 P.M. 

104 South Ave 

33 Dawson 
Lexington 

68850 

Mrs. Sarah Beans 
42875 Road 763 
Lexington NE 68850 
308-325-2391 
tsbeans.farm@gmail.com 

Mr. Robert Kennicutt 
405 Maple P.O. Box 1A 
Eddyville NE 68834 
(308) 858-4535  
bkkennicutt@gpcom.net 

Mrs. Beth Rogers   
75205 Road 429 
Lexington NE 68850 
(308) 325-1534 
brogers@krvn.com 

1st Monday 
7:30 P.M. 

810 N. Washington  

35 Tuscan 
Kearney 

 

Mrs. Cindy Kauk 
11526 Cornhusker Road 
Alma NE 68920-2515 
402-499-8848 
cindykauk@gmail.com 

Mr. Bruce Raddatz, PGP 
1003 East Avenue 
Holdrege NE 68949 
308-991-8017 
braddatz@allophone.com 

Mrs. Kay Wolfe  
2 East 35th Street  
Kearney NE 68847-2923 
308-234-4129 
kaywolfe46@gmail.com 

1st Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

2314 Central Ave 

39 Acacia 
Hastings 

68901 

Kara Hartman 
402 S Delaware Ave 
Hastings NE 68901 
402-759-6308 
Karalynn.hartman00@gmail.
com 
 

Mr. Bob Summers 
#65 Kingston Dr. 
Hastings NE 68901 
402-984-2956 
Bob.summers317@gmail. 
com 

Mrs. Vickie Summers  
#65 Kingston Dr. 
Hastings NE 68901 
402-463-0165 
vsummers65@gmail.com 

2nd Monday 
7:00 P.M. 

411 N Hastings 



SUBORDINATE CHAPTER OFFICERS FOR 2024 

 

No. CHAPTER LOCATION WORTHY MATRON WORTHY PATRON SECRETARY MEETING 

40 Beulah 
Norfolk 
68701 

Mrs. Leigh Fuhrman 
84418 560th Ave. 
Norfolk NE 68701 
402-841-2597 
leigh.fuhrman@gmail.com 

Mr. Dave Sieler 
301 N. 10th 
Norfolk NE 68701 
402-992-7884 
dsielerne@gmail.com 

Ms. Marcine Pierce 
705 E. Walnut Circle 
Norfolk NE 68701 
402-750-5627 
marcinepierce55@gmail. 
com 

2nd Sat, 1:30 pm 
Nov thru March 

2nd Thur, 7:30 pm 
Apr thru Oct 

907 W. Norfolk Ave 

41 Andrew Grand Island 

Mrs. Catherine Dzuris 
891 West Brewster 
Minden NE 68959 
308-832-5939 
catherinedzuris@gmail.com 

Mr. Gerald “Jerry” White 
23 Saint James Place 
Grand Island NE 68803 
402-469-9007 
jerwhite@charter.net 

Mrs. Mary Ann Gerdes  
2510 Parkview  
Grand Island NE 68801 
308-382-2601 
C:308-379-2473 
lmagerdes@gmail.com 

1st Monday 
7:30 p.m. April-

Sept. 
1st Saturday 

1:30 p.m. Oct.-
March 

417 West 3rd St 

55 Signet 
North Platte 

69101 

Ms. Andrea Stewart 
P.O. Box 432 
Sutherland NE 69165 
308-386-6074 
andycma@yahoo.com 

Mr. John Steele 
617 E. “B” Street 
North Platte NE 69101 
308-650-1969 
johnsteelehusker@gmail. 
com  

Mrs. Shannon Roberts 
524 N Allen Ave 
North Platte NE 69101 
308-530-7141 
Shanroberts82@gmail. 
com 

2nd Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

202 McDonald Rd 

84 Mount Vernon 
Plainview 

68769 

Mrs. Valerie Tarr 
308 N. 2nd Street 
Plainview NE 68769 
402-910-2381 
virtualval@hotmail.com 

Mr. Wayne Andreasen, PGP 
410 Ridgeway Drive 
Norfolk NE 68701 
402-640-4966 
wayne@andreasen.us 

Mrs. Diann Frahm   
86419 – 533 Avenue 
Plainview NE 68769 
402-582-4888 
jgfrahm@plvwtelco.net 

2nd Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

211 N King 

86 Eureka 
McCook 
69001 

Mrs. Linda Buck   
312 East 2nd Street 
McCook NE 69001     
720-556-9376 
Lbuck0328@msn.com 

Mr. Philip Lyons 
1007 East 1st Street 
McCook NE 69001 
308-345-2189 
pdlyons@gpcom.net 

Ms. Jane Shield   
1519 West 5th St. 
McCook NE 69001     
402-470-7434 
janesharley@hotmail.com 

4th Mon  
(Dec: 3rd Mon.) 

7:00 P.M. 
322 Norris Ave 



SUBORDINATE CHAPTER OFFICERS FOR 2024 

 

No. CHAPTER LOCATION WORTHY MATRON WORTHY PATRON SECRETARY MEETING 

92 Arbor Vitae 
Fremont 
68025 

Mrs. Kristi Vandergriff 
4921 N. 136 t h Street 
Omaha NE 68164 
402-598-7967 
klvander17@gmail.com 

Mr. Matthew Vandergriff 
4921 N. 136 t h Street 
Omaha NE 68164 
402-913-4864 
mvandergriff@cox.net 

Mrs. Jane France  
2009 S. 138th Street 
Omaha NE 68144 
402-670-8694 
francej997@gmail.com 

2nd Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

350 E 23rd St 

94 Myrtle Lincoln 

Miss Jennifer Dierks 
801 W Garfield St 
Lincoln NE 68588-1635 
402-660-6011 
Jennifer.dierks7@gmail.com 

Mr. Greg Mason 
9410 Colby St 
Lincoln, NE  68505-1022 
402-770-5898 
gregemason@gmail.com  

Mrs. Emily Schoenleber 
1566 Prairie Lane 
Lincoln NE 68521 
402-430-8153 
emily.schoenleber@gmail. 
com 

2nd Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

2610 N 48th St 

104 Crete 
Wilber 
68465 

Ms. Kelsey Larsen 
2333 S. 47th Street 
Lincoln NE 68506 
402-469-7017 
kelseylarsen21@gmail.com 

Mr. Tregan Albers 
1759 Road 4200 
Davenport NE 68335 
402-365-4132 
Mrt750@superior.net 

Mrs. Darlene Pribyl 
386 State Hwy 103 
Crete NE 68333-5020  
402-826-1755 
pribyldarlene@yahoo.com  

3rd Saturday 
10:00 a.m. 

208 West 4th St. 

113 Bethany 
Ainsworth 

69210 

Mrs. Peggy Hitchcock 
43196 Richardson Road 
Ainsworth NE 69210 
402-387-2291  
C: 402-760-0044 
sandhillsnightengale@gmail.
com 

Mr. Mike Hitchcock 
43196 Richardson Road 
Ainsworth NE 69210 
402-387-2291  
C:402-760-1428 
Sandhillsam2@gmail.com 

Ms. Mary Ritter 
429 North Walnut 
Ainsworth NE 69210 
C:402-760-3767 
mritt@threeriver.net 

1st Tuesday  
7:30 P.M. 

404 N Wilson 

114 Papillion 
Papillion 
68046 

Mrs. Martha Moeller 
11826 Timberridge Dr. 
Papillion NE 68133 
402-680-7195 
marthajmoeller@gmail.com 

Mr. Arthur Carl Highman 
104 Matthies Dr. 
Papillion NE 68046 
402-547-8152 
etuba321@msn.com 

Mrs. Gloria Guern  
21944 Bobwhite Ave 
Gretna NE 68028 
402-212-1291 
grguern85@yahoo.com 

1st Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

84th & Centennial 
Road  



SUBORDINATE CHAPTER OFFICERS FOR 2024 

 

No. CHAPTER LOCATION WORTHY MATRON WORTHY PATRON SECRETARY MEETING 

119 Ruth 
North Bend 

68649 

Mrs. Sheryl Nelson 
1746 County Road 19 
Fremont NE 68025 
402-720-5343 
tocrazy4me@hotmail.com 

Mr. Terry Nelson 
1746 County Road 19 
Fremont NE 68025-7342 
402-720-5343 
tocrazy4me@hotmail.com 

Mrs. Susanne Krula   
1244 Road 18 
Rogers NE 68659 
402-615-2543 
susannekrula@hotmail. 
com 

1st Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

1041 Locust St 

122 Friendship 
Hooper 
68031 

Mrs. Andrea Carpenter 
820 E. 21st Street 
Fremont NE 68025 
402-720-1965 
eaglexcel@hotmail.com 

 
Mr. Wendell Wagner 
2830 Hogan Lane 
Fremont NE 68025 
402-215-4118  
cjwgse@gmail.com 
 

Mrs. Connie Havekost 
829 County Road 19 Blvd 
Hooper NE 68031 
402-719-4025 
coma@midlands.net 

2nd Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

109 North Main 

132 Blue River 
Milford 
68405 

Mrs. Tracy Dickes 
510 2nd St. 
Milford NE 68405 
402-217-0994 
tddickes11@live.com 

Mr. Gary Brhel, PGP 
6520 Mesaverde Dr. 
Lincoln NE 68510 
402-560-6615 
garybrhel@gmail.com 

Mrs. Kelly Stahly 
6906 S. 91st Street 
Lincoln NE 68526 
402-617-6325 
kelly.stahly@gmail.com 

2nd Monday 
7:00 P.M. 
115 B St 

142 Ogallala 
Ogallala 
69153 

Mrs. Carrie Knapp 
PO Box 6 
Paxton NE 69155 
308-289-2164 
cknapp326@hotmail.com 

Mr. David Yost 
P.O. Box 208 
Brule NE 69127 
308-287-6748 
davidy6343@hotmail.com  

Ms. Karla Lawler 
615 E. 10th Street 
Ogallala NE 69153 
308-289-5370 
slenderella02@yahoo. 
com 

2nd Tuesday 
7:00 P.M.  

1005 E 3rd St 

144 Dorcas 
Bartley 
69020 

Mrs. Mary Frandsen  
901 West 5th 
McCook NE  69001  
308-350-4217 
frandsen.mary@gmail.com 

Mr. Gary Newcomb 
PO Box 112 
Bartley NE 69020-0112 
408-695-7063 
gnewcomb@swnebr.net 

Mrs. Diane Lyons 
1007 East First 
McCook NE 69001 
308-340-8439 
pdlyons@gpcom.net 

1st Tuesday 
 7:30 P.M 

303 Commercial St. 



SUBORDINATE CHAPTER OFFICERS FOR 2024 

 

No. CHAPTER LOCATION WORTHY MATRON WORTHY PATRON SECRETARY MEETING 

153 
Martha 

Washington 
Lincoln 

Mrs. Michelle Smith 
601 W. “B” Street 
Lincoln NE 68522 
402-440-1397 
shellie.smith@duncanaviation.com 

Mr. David Sierks 
6525 Hartley Street 
Lincoln NE 68507 
402-466-2514 
Dealer1695@gmail.com 

Mrs. Betty Kirby, PGM 
4501 Eagle Ridge Road 
Lincoln NE 68516 
402-421-2502 C: 402-450-9137 
bkirby9137@gmail.com 

1st Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

4430 N 70th St 

169 
 

Luna 
 

Elkhorn 
68022 

Mrs. Meagan Pruitt 
P.O. Box 76, 509 
Washington St. 
Waterloo NE 68069-0076 
402-686-9351 
melasiter@gmail.com 

Mr. Robert Rolfs 
2304 N. 205th Street 
Elkhorn NE 68022 
402-289-2169 
robertrolfs@cox.net 

Mrs. Marcia Imig 
5836 Blondo St. 
Omaha NE 68104 
402-670-4252 
xstfanatic@aol.com 

3rd Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

20295 Hopper St. 
P.O. Box 84  

184 Royal 
Gordon 
69343 

Mrs. Beth Wentworth 
906 E. 10th Street 
Chadron NE 69337 
701-793-5471 
wentworthbeth@msn.com 

Mr. Jim Smith 
2158 690th Road 
Gordon NE 69343 
308-282-0488 
No email 

Mrs. Shirley Adkinson   
321 N. Elm Street 
Gordon NE 69343 
308-360-0321 
sja5@gpcom.net 

2nd Monday 
7:30 P.M.  

211 W. 2nd St. 
Methodist 
Church 

189 Home 
Plattsmouth 

68048 

Mrs. Angi Miller 
4503 Anchor Mill Drive 
Papillion NE 68133 
402-657-0976 
angiK1971@gmail.com 

Mr. Jim Gansemer 
206 N. 3rd Street 
Plattsmouth NE 68048 
402-297-4737 
jgansemer@charter.net 

Mrs. Joyce Porter  
P.O. Box 209 
Plattsmouth NE 68048 
402-297-1626 
porters318@windstream.
net 

1st Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

513 Main St 

192 Rob Morris 
Stromsburg 

68666 

Mrs. Judy Beatty 
12429 P Road 
Stromsburg NE 68666 
402-764-3950 
judysbells@gmail.com 

 

Mrs. Susan Peterson 
915 Main St 
Stromsburg NE 68666 
402-363-2117 
No email 

1st Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

214 Commercial 



SUBORDINATE CHAPTER OFFICERS FOR 2024 

 

No. CHAPTER LOCATION WORTHY MATRON WORTHY PATRON SECRETARY MEETING 

194 Wayne 
Wayne 
68787 

Mrs. Deborah Garwood 
822 Walnut Drive 
Wayne NE 68787 
402-369-0199 
rgarwood@abbnebraska. 
com 

Mr. Robert Schellpeper 
56849 844 Road 
Stanton NE 68779 
402-860-0896 
boblynn@stanton.net 

Mrs. Lynn Schellpeper 
56849 844 Road 
Stanton NE 68779 
402-860-0896 
boblynn@stanton.net 

3rd Monday 
6:00 P.M. 

911 N. Lincoln St 

198 Ceresco 
Ceresco 
68017 

Ms. Myrna Vasta 
1525 N. 113th Ct. Apt. 5723 
Omaha NE 68154 
402-650-1688 
ccu4100@aol.com 

Mr. Mike Buchardt 
6945 N 98th Street 
Lincoln NE 68507 
402-466-2180 
mmb1114@windstream.net 

Mrs. Jean Smith 
8901 Truchard Road 
Lincoln NE 68526 
402-890-4704 
jmsmith504@aol.com 

2nd Monday 
7:30 P.M. 

4430 N. 70th St. 
Lincoln 

199 Utica 
Utica 
68456 

Mrs. Charleen Gausman  
1053 252nd Road 
Milford NE 68405-8702 
402-643-2482  
charleen_g2003@yahoo. 
com 

Mr. Kenneth Gale 
1414 Raell Dr. 
York NE 68467 
402-366-7390 
kgale@neb.rr.com 

Mrs. Sue Kittinger 
7110 Willow Ave. 
Lincoln NE 68507 
402-440-1465 
vlksue7110@gmail.com 

2nd Monday 
7:30 P.M. 
3rd & C St 

200 Arbor 
Central City 

68826 

Mrs. Tracey Hefner  
2144 Archer Road 
Archer NE 68816-9801 
308-940-1446 
rthefner@gpcom.net 

Mr. Gary Loseke 
56923 South 290th Ave. 
Fullerton NE 68638 
308-550-0444 
losekeent@yahoo.com 

Mrs. Julia Schavon 
Cordsen  
2127 Woodford Street 
Archer NE 68816 
308-380-4796 
stander3@gmail.com 

4th Tuesday 
8:00 P.M. 

1625 17th St 

204 Phillips 
Phillips 
68865 

Miss Justine Batie 
415 Campbell Avenue 
Doniphan NE 68832 
308-379-0816 
justbulls1@hotmail.com 

 

Mrs. Ruth Batie  
415 Campbell Ave. 
Doniphan NE 68832 
308-390-0936 
jrbatie@hamilton.net 

1st Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 
Main St 
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214 Sunflower 
Mitchell 
69357 

Mrs. Lori Nerud 
9447 County Road 81 
Bayard NE 69334 
308-631-4641 
lnerud@gmail.com 

Mr. Dave Thomas  
100994 County Road G 
Mitchell NE 69357 
308-641-5083 
davetho@icloud.com 

Mrs. Betty Kenyon  
140720 Experiment Farm 
Rd 
Mitchell NE 69357-3704 
308-623-1082 
C:308-631-8710 
betty.kenyon1@gmail.com 

1st Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

1315 18h Avenue 

215 Dome Rock 
Scottsbluff 

69361 

Mrs. Lassa Nielsen 
7396 Hwy 88 
Bridgeport NE 69336 
308-635-1275 
lnielsen7@yahoo.com 

 
Mr. Gary Williamson 
910 Schmid Dr. 
Scottsbluff NE 69361 
308-632-4086 
gdandc@charter.net 
 

 
Mrs. Deb Williamson 
910 Schmid Dr. 
Scottsbluff NE 69361 
308-631-2644 
gdandc@charter.net 
 

2nd Tuesday 
7:00 P.M. 

644 Avenue A 
Bayard 

216 Herman 
Herman 
68029 

Ms. Margaret Nelson 
1018 S. 13th Ave. #104 
Blair NE 68008 
402-669-3256 
margnelson45@icloud.com 

Mr. Elmer Huffman  
21142 Parrish Road 
Pacific Junction IA 51561 
402-676-7665 
Iowafan65@gmail.com 

Mrs. Kim Kegler  
PO Box 102 
Herman NE 68029         
402-456-7510 
tinker@gpcom.net 

1st Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

1245 S Hwy 75 
Blair 

234 Humboldt 
Humboldt 

68376 

Mrs. Nancy Nemechek 
63139 – 710 Road 
Humboldt NE 68376 
402-862-2010 
jnnemechek@gmail.com 

 

Mrs. Donna Monnette  
71770 - 637 Avenue 
Humboldt NE 68376 
402-239-8526 
ddmonet@gmail.com 

1st Thursday 
2:00 P.M. 
718 3rd St. 

mailto:ddmonet@gmail.com
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246 Minnehaha 
Valentine 

69201 

Mrs. Solveig Perrett  
P.O. Box 32 
Valentine NE 69201 
402-376-1929  
C:402-376-4929  
No email 

Mr. Gregory L. Gass 
200 N Green 
Valentine NE 69201 
Cell: 402-389-2180 
glggass@gmail.com 

Mrs. Carol Luther, PGM 
PO Box 148 
90755 Luther Rd 
Kilgore NE 69216 
402-966-2851 
C:402-389-0723 
carolsplace21@outook. 
com 

1st Tuesday 
7:00 P.M. 

3rd & Hall St 

250 Elizabeth 
Weeping Water 

68463 

Mrs. Deb Cunningham 
P.O. Box 91, 104 N. 
Nebraska 
South Bend NE 68058 
402-690-5283 
pc21734@windstream.net 

Mr. Matt Mogensen 
12027 Jefferson Plz 
Omaha, NE  68137-4416 
402-298-1827 
No email 

Mrs. Sandi Hahn, Pro-tem 
5416 147th St. 
Weeping Water NE 68463 
402-267-7315 
Hahn4491@gmail.com 

1st Thursday 
7:00 P.M. 

105 N Clinton St 

257 Palmyra 
Palmyra 
68418 

Mrs. Florene Schauer 
4000 S. 56th Ave. Unit 244B 
Lincoln NE 68506 
402-480-1136 
floschauer@yahoo.com 
 

Mr. Dewaine Knutson  
285 South 6th Road 
Palmyra NE 68418 
402-805-7804 
dewaineknutson58@gmail. 
com 

Mrs. Linda Schuett  
4322 S. 178th 
Omaha NE 68135 
402-740-8422 
bootssammy@hotmail. 
com 

2nd Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

340 C Street 

261 Sunshine 
Thedford 

69166 

Mrs. Wynona Bolton 
87650 Golden Rod Road 
Ainsworth NE 69210 
402-322-9207 
No email 

Mr. Albert Fisher 
PO Box 133 
Thedford NE  69166-0133  
308-645-9007 
afisher133@gmail.com 

Mrs. Wanda Fisher, PGM 
PO Box 133 
Thedford NE  69166-0133  
308-645-9007 
afisher133@gmail.com 

2nd Wednesday 
5:30 P.M. 

602 Walnut St. 
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262 Truth 
Kimball 
69145 

Mrs. Barbara Rahl 
20 Dowd Ct. 
Kimball NE 69145 
559-707-3834 
oespr03@yahoo.com 

Mr. John Joseph Rahl 
(Jack) 
20 Dowd Ct. 
Kimball NE 69145 
559-707-3899 
No email 

Mrs. Jennifer Gillming 
206 S. Birch 
Kimball NE 69145 
C:307-274-0763H:308-
235-3001 
jgillming83@gmail.com 

1st Wednesday 
7:00 P.M. 

509 W 5th St 

263 Brownville 
Brownville 

68321 

Mrs. Jana Smith 
711 Lafayette 
Brock NE 68320 
402-414-0453 
Janasmith2012@gmail.com 

Mr. Sam Smith  
711 Lafayette 
Brock NE 68320 
402-414-0453 
Janasmith2012@gmail.com 

Mrs. Susan Pease 
P.O. Box 342 
704 8th Street 
Peru NE 68421 
402-274-7408 
susanpease56@gmail. 
com 

1st Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 
Main St 
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Oshkosh 
Oshkosh 

69154 

Mrs. Cheryl Beckius, PGM 
P.O. Box 140 
Keystone NE 69144 
308-726-2302 
bcbeckius@lakemac.net 

Mr. Merlin Zoucha Jr. 
416 South Reynolds 
North Platte NE 69101 
308-660-5696 
zouchajr@gmail.com 

Ms. Karla Lawler 
615 E. 10th Street 
Ogallala NE 69153 
308-289-5370 
slenderella02@yahoo. 
com 

Last Monday 
6:30 pm 
111 Main 

269 Narcissus Omaha 

Mrs. Kerri Straub 
3702 Rainey Cir. 
Plattsmouth NE 68048 
402-981-7073 
Kstraub73@gmail.com 

 
Mr. Allen Straub 
3702 Rainey Cir. 
Plattsmouth NE 68048 
402-981-7073 
Allen_straub1230@yahoo. 
com 
 

Mrs. Caitlyn Todd 
14614 Knudson Street 
Bennington NE 68007 
515-745-7405 
caityrose3@gmail.com 

1st Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

5903 Maple St 

mailto:Allen_straub1230@yahoo.com
mailto:Allen_straub1230@yahoo.com
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271 Temple 
 

Lincoln 
 

Mrs. Carolyn Plants 
6124 NW 67th St. 
Lincoln NE 68521-3701 
402-430-3496 
Csplants7@gmail.com 

Mr. Reg Kuhn 
2627 Park Ave 
Lincoln NE 68502-4023 
rsk@mattsonricketts.com 

Mrs. Cindy Kehling  
4031 S. 80th Street 
Lincoln NE 68506 
402-430-6101 
cindy.kehling@gmail.com 

1st Monday 
7:30 P.M. 

332 S. Centennial 
Mall 

299 Trinity Omaha 

Mrs. Kay Goble 
15029 “K” Circle 
Omaha NE 68137-5129 
402-215-2303 Cell 
kaygoble@gmail.com 

 
Mr. Bernard F. Hauber 
18826 “P” Street 
Omaha NE 68135-5129 
402-697-0062 
bernardhauber@cox.net 
 

Miss. Shirley DeVasure 
15303 Westchester Drive 
Omaha NE 68154-2061   
402-333-5962 
C:402-670-6529 
supersed7245@gmail. 
com 

2nd Thursday  
7:30 P.M. 

2424 S 135th Ave 

301 Laura 
South Sioux 

City 
68776 

Ms. Stacy Newcomb 
P.O. Box 647 
Dakota city NE 68731 
402-987-3224 
newcombplc@aol.com 

 
Mr. Chris Knudsen 
3512 Dakota Ave. 
South Sioux City NE 68776 
402-404-0626 
omadilodge5@outlook.com 
 
 

Mrs. Toby Varvais 
504 Covered Wagon Cir 
South Sioux City NE 
68776 
712-898-3477 
toby@varvais.net 

3rd Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

124 E. 19th St. 

307 Starcraft Lincoln 

Miss Bridget Anderson 
2010 S. 26th Street 
Lincoln NE 68502 
402-440-3434 
Bridget_cci@yahoo.com  

Mr. Dennis H. Brydl 
2510 Kessler Blvd. 
Lincoln NE 68522 
402-423-6982 
db22849@windstream.net 

Mrs. Cora Redwine   
4101 N. 12th Street 
Lincoln NE 68521 
402-438-9447  
coraredwine@yahoo.com 

1st Wednesday 
7:30 P.M. 
2645 B St 
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325 Alpha 
Bellevue 

 

Mrs. Krystal Bogdahn 
14208 Constitution Cir #12 
Bellevue NE 68123 
402-201-8790 
lunar_rose21@Yahoo.com 

Mr. Rick Baker 
704 Bellevue Blvd N 
Bellevue NE 68005 
402-734-1810 
ricklodge@cox.net 

Mrs. Paula Heyen  
13212 South 27th Circle 
Bellevue NE 68123 
402-250-7497 
rnbwma@aol.com 

2nd Thursday 
7:00 P.M. 

1908 Franklin 
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Grand Officers 
2024-2025 

 

Worthy Grand Matron...........  .......... Mrs. Sheli Rice (325),(Bryan) 
                                           13503 S 22nd St, Bellevue NE 68123 
Worthy Grand Patron ………………..Mr. Keith Lindvall (35), (Rita) 
                                          2407 West 5th St, Kearney NE 68845 

Associate Grand Matron…...Mrs. Gloria Guern (114, 132), (Allan) 
                                        21944 Bobwhite Ave, Gretna NE 68028 
Associate Grand Patron  .................... Mr. Dennis Rix (119), (Nan) 
                                         1860 Phelps Ave., Fremont NE 68025 

Grand Secretary………………….Ms. Jan Thoman P.G.M. (9,153) 
                           1320 North 55th Street, Lincoln NE 68504-3244 
Grand Treasurer  ..................  ....... Mrs. Karla Lawler (142,264,55) 
                                                615 East 10th, Ogallala NE 69153 
Grand Conductress .................... Ms. Andrea Stewart (55, 142, 264) 
                                              P.O. Box 432, Sutherland NE 69165 
Assoc. Gr. Conductress………...... Mrs. Kerri Straub (269, (Allen) 
                                  3702 Rainey Circle, Plattsmouth NE 68048 
 Grand Chaplain………Mr. Micheal Buchardt (153,198), (Maxine) 
                                           6945 N 98th Street, Lincoln NE 68507  
Grand Marshal  ............................... Mr. Rick Baker (325), (Becky) 
                                704 Bellevue Blvd North, Bellevue, NE 68005 
Grand Organist ……..…………….....Mrs. Mary Ann Stevens (189) 
                              8405 Molokai Drive, Papillion, NE 68046-5626 
Grand Adah  ...................................... Mrs. Erin Johnson (1) (Chip) 
                                 773 S 58th Road, Nebraska City, NE 68410 
Grand Ruth  .......................... Mrs. Chris Kennedy (263) (Stephen)  
                                      64618 - 731 Road, Brownville NE 68321 
Grand Esther ………………………………….….Ms. Liz Imig (169) 
                                                    5836 Blondo, Omaha NE 68104 
Grand Martha  ................................ Mrs. Ann Daudt (84), (Robert) 
                                                       Box 443, Plainville NE 68769 
Grand Electa ………………………...Mrs. April Ott (214) (Andrew) 
                                       60416 Lyman Road E, Morrill, NE 69358 
Grand Warder …………………..….Mrs. Marcia Donley (39) (Jim) 
                                   2905 Lake Park Lane, Hastings, NE 68901 
Grand Sentinel …………………….Mr. Greg Mason (94), (Robyn) 
                                           9410 Colby Street, Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

Grand Chapter will meet in Kearney 
May 13, 14, 15, 2025 


