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                    PROCEEDINGS 
           OF THE 
 

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 
           OF THE 

      STATE OF NEBRASKA 

 
One Hundred Forty-fifth Annual Session 

 
The Year May 2019 to May 2021 

 

 
   

“Enduring Hope” 
   
     The one hundred forty-fifth annual session of Grand Chapter of the Eastern 
Star of the State of Nebraska was held at the Younes Conference Center in 
Kearney, Nebraska on May11,12, and 13, 2021. The theme for the 2019-2021 
term was “Enduring Hope”.  Though the term was titled long before the arrival of 
the global Covid-19 pandemic and our need to cancel our annual in person 
meeting in 2020, we have endured and daily experienced the blessings of faith, 
hope and love. 
 
Outside of the Grand Chapter Room, a beautiful quilt was displayed. This quilt 
was designed and created by Sister Wanda Fisher, Past Grand Matron (261) and 
presented to the Worthy Grand Matron. The quilt was created from coordinated 
fabrics reflecting the universe, planets, stars, and other celestial bodies. Next to 
the quilt was the Star Dogs’ Dog House display created by Brother Tim Birdsall 
(271). This dog house has been used in parades, community events, displays 
and expositions promoting awareness of our Order’s primary philanthropy of 
service and therapy dogs and our engagement of Nebraska Grand Chapter. Next 
to the Star Dogs display were the framed portraits of the Worthy Grand Matron 
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and Worthy Grand Patron in the traditional Grand Chapter framing provided by 
the Birdsalls (271). 
 
Even with the limitations and guidelines presented by the pandemic, several 
displays were featured in the lobby prefunction area of the Younes facility. Our 
informational displays from Masonic organizations and our Homes were included 
and shared brochures and communications with those attending. Vendors were 
not present.  The Silent Auction was located along the “west” wall of the Grand 
Chapter Room to allow for social distancing of those choosing to bid on items.  
 
As members entered the Younes facility, they were greeted by banners sharing 
words of encouragement and inspiration and directing them into the various 
ballrooms where they would attend Grand Chapter events, meals and meetings 
via closed circuit electronic transmissions from the Grand Chapter Room. Social 
distancing and grouping of members to minimize their risks of exposure to 
infection caused us to divide our Grand Chapter Room into “Bubbles”. The 
“Bubbles” provided seating for smaller numbers of related members and guests 
to share space with throughout the Session. Members could hear and see the 
transmissions from the Grand Chapter Room in which Grand Officers, Grand 
Pages, and presenters would participate.  A separate “Bubble” for the meals and 
presentation events was created for those who participated in Grand Chapter 
Room.  This “Bubbles” concept created six separate ballrooms for our members’ 
attendance and participation.  
 
The Grand Chapter Room was designed in its traditional format greeting us with 
the traditional red carpet surrounded by a wide band of white carpet. White 
wrought iron fencing and white pedestals defined the chapter floor. The tops of 
the pedestals were decorated with stained glass light boxes. Each unique stained 
glass box and its wooden base was created by Brother Tim Birdsall (271) and 
Worthy Grand Patron Bruce Baker (39). The light boxes were also Silent Auction 
items and members were able to purchase them. The open pentagon wrought 
iron work of the fences included suspended three-dimensional stained glass 
stars. In the center of the chapter room was the lighted white Altar, surrounded 
by the stations of the Star Points with lighted pedestals and baskets of flowers 
depicting the color of each station. 
 
At the floor level in the east, plants and various pieces, panels and vertical 
garden stakes of stained glass were lighted and displayed. In the southeast, the 
traditional open white Bible displayed the scripture of Psalm 34:14. “Do 
something good. Embrace peace.”  In the northeast, silver metal angel wings 
hung with an arched mullion standing window frame in front to which were 
displayed dozens of red roses in honor of our mothers who have entered 
celestial life and all who have suffered from the impacts of the global pandemic. 
On the stage were posted the American flag, the POW MIA flag, the Nebraska 
Flag, the Christian flag, and the various flags of our Masonic family, including the 
our youth groups. The traditional Masonic and Eastern Star emblems were hung 
on the draped backdrop in the East. The Session name “Enduring Hope” was 
made in large emerald, glittered and lighted letters by Brother Albert and Sister 
Wanda Fisher, Past Grand Matron (261) and also hung on the draped backdrop.  
Flower arrangements gifted from from the Most Worthy Grand Matron Marinane 
Shenefelt and the family of the Worthy Grand Matron graced the desks of the 
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Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary along with suspended three dimensional 
stained glass stars. 
 
Near the East on the south side of the chapter room where the choir is 
traditionally seated, a secondary backdrop of plants, lights and banner was 
created. This location was used for the presentations, recognitions, and reports 
that were not part of the active business of the Session and were shared in our 
facebook live connection and transmitted to the various “Bubbles”. 
 
In the West, just outside the chapter room four fifteen pane glass standing doors. 
The panes were individual stained glass designs. Suspended above and across 
the center of the doors was a colorful four piece tapestry displaying the message 
“HOPE”. The hand quilted tapestry display was a gift made for the Worthy Grand 
Patron Bruce and his companion Sister Susie (39). Arrangements of small trees 
and lighted plants completed the display used to greet the members and serve 
as a backdrop for photographs. 
 
The sound system, set up in the northeast corner of the chapter room was under 
the supervision of Brother Albert Fisher (261) and assisted by Sister Tiffany 
Westerholt (271), and Brother Herb Coulter (213) who worked tirelessly to 
manage and execute the sound, videography, tech and media needs, 
transmissions and live broadcasts that were a part of the entire Session. Video 
submissions from out of state guests who due to the pandemic were not invited 
to attend the in person Session were transmitted by the tech team. These special 
videos included but were not limited to videos from past Grand Organists, the 
Iowa Grand Organist, Most Worthy Grand Matron, Imhoff recipients, fifty year 
members, and various committees and projects. The overhead screens of the 
chapter room and each of the five “Bubbles” in the nearby ballrooms received 
these video and audio transmissions through the Session featuring titles, 
emblems, logos, points of interest from the Session and term, chapter activities 
and members’ greetings were shared. Special music, all actions of the Grand 
Chapter, all marches and songs were displayed.  The work of sound and 
technology is always a huge task requiring weeks of preparation and days of 
active engagement to facilitate. However, the needs of our pandemic impacted 
Session far exceeded any previously experienced. The months of tireless 
planning, partnerships, preparations were an investment by all involved that 
delivered great success. Words of gratitude cannot properly express the deep 
admiration, regard and respect we hold for these Sisters and Brothers and their 
efforts. 
 
A pair of clavinovas were located in the southeast corner of the chapter room. 
Sister Ruth Negus (277) facilitated the various musicians who participated in 
bringing the special music to the Session. In addition to the Grand Organists 
Sister Sharon McArdle (299), Sister Mary Ann Stevens (189) provided many 
hours of beautiful music and marches throughout the session. Special 
appearances and tributes were made to those past Grand Organists who could 
be present and engaged in presenting their musical gifts. Sister Mary Ann 
Stevens (189) was recognized for her six decades of musical gifts given 
generously to our Nebraska Grand Chapter. 
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The “Bubble” concept and layout designed to socially distance, manage lower 
levels of exposure and maintain a low risk gathering and in person experience 
multiplied the ballrooms, tables, decorations, backdrops, and visual settings of 
our Grand Chapter Session. Five separate dining rooms greeted our members 
and were created and decorated for the three day session. Each ballroom 
included a backdrop of lighted paper lanterns, large inflated balloon bouquets, 10 
foot tall decorated columns and 4 foot x 8 foot inspirational banners. 
Centerpieces, table runners, table favors, gifts and programs were created and 
placed with each new day’s events and meals. Hundreds of yards of red mesh 
adorned the decorations and were generously donated by Brother Chuck Sohm 
from the decorations of Sister Anita Sohm (325) Past Grand Matron and her 
2018 “God Bless the USA” Session. Each “Bubble” included a Master of 
Ceremonies to assist with communications and special presentations. Each 
“Bubble” was equipped with Warders, Sentinels, and tellers to assist with our 
guarded meetings and the secure execution of our Grand Chapter business. 
Sister Marcia Donley (39) served as coordinator of the various “Bubbles” and 
their volunteers. Hours of planning, preparation, creation, display and distribution 
of more than 250 centerpieces, 150 table runners, more than a thousand table 
favors and special gifts of gratitude, and the individual pieces and parts needed 
to facilitate the theme and events were generously handled by a team of special 
volunteers. Special recognition to Sister Marna Raymond (325), Sister Judy 
Pickle (325), Sister Deb McMullin (325), Sister Suzanne Krishna (325), Brother 
William Raymond (325), Brother Bill Pickle (325), Brother Mo Krishna (325), 
Brother Fritz McMullin, Brother Keith Lindval (35) and numerous other members 
of Alpha Chapter 325 Bellevue, Temple Chapter #271 Lincoln and Acacia 
Chapter 39 Hastings for their tireless hauling, handling, setting up and taking 
down of this massive effort. Their generosity delivered a special, engaging, and 
relevant experience for all of our members. 
 
While postponed for a year by the pandemic and then totally reinvented by the 
guidelines applicable to the pandemic impact in place during the early months of 
2021, our Sisters and Brother proved repeatedly that the ability to be flexible is a 
blessing and serves our Grand Chapter well as we adapted to meet the needs of 
our members and their opportunity to gather together for the business of our 
Grand Chapter while experiencing limited risks in our fellowship and in person 
participation. Thank you to each and every member. You have been our 
inspiration. It has been our privilege to serve you. 
 

TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 11, 2021 
9:15 a.m. 

                          
(The prelude music of Grand Organist Sharon McArdle, greeted the membership 
for the informal opening of the 145th Annual Grand Chapter Session.)  
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  To reach out to them, to introduce them to the Order of the Eastern 
Star, to help them know what we look like, what we do, how we serve, we are grateful to be 
able to reach out to you right where you are in the comfort of your home, and join us here in 
Kearney.  We are beginning this “Enduring Hope” Session with a musical Sentimental 
Journey.  We have with us, either live or by recording, six decades and two centuries of 
faithful members of Nebraska Grand Chapter Grand Organists.  Dispersed throughout the 
next two days, you will hear from 16 of our Past Grand Organists.  Thank you to each of 
you who shared.  We thank you for your willingness and participation and we know you will 
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be a blessing to our members with your gifts and we grateful to receive the generosity of 
their time and talents.  So, to kick this off --  to begin our “Sentimental Journey”, I present to 
you our Director of Music for the “Enduring Hope” Grand Chapter Session, Sister Ruth 
Negus, Past Matron of Aksarben Chapter No. 277, Omaha.  We now invite Ruth and our 
Grand Chapter Organist to take us on a Sentimental Journey.  Thank you. 
 
Ruth Negus, PM (277):  Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron.  Ladies and Gentlemen, this is 
not your usual “Sentimental Journey,” but please listen carefully to the words:  (“Revised 
OES words to the music of “Sentimental Journey” were sung by Ruth Negus.) 
 
Ruth Negus, PM (277):  And now, it is my pleasure to introduce Sister Mary Ann Stevens, 
our Grand Chapter Organist, who will delight us with her music. 
 
(Sister Mary Ann Stevens (189) played several songs for the program.) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Thank you, Sisters Ruth and Mary Ann, for sharing that amazing 
talent that God has given you, we really appreciate it.  Thank you.  (Applause)  Your 
beautiful music adds so much and we also truly appreciate your efforts as they go on 
during the days -- the next couple of days anyway,  and your contributions to this “Enduring 
Hope” Grand Chapter.  I do want to make a note that it is my understanding that Sister 
Mary Ann is the “Senior” Past Grand Organist and I believe she served first in 1977.  Is that 
correct?   
 
Mary Ann Stevens, PM (189):  Yes.   
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Thank, Sister Mary Ann. (Applause) It is now my pleasure to 
introduce one of our Past Grand Organist, Sister Karla P. Lawler, who has made a 
recorded preparation for us to get our minds and our hearts in the right place for the 
upcoming flag ceremony.  I would like to note that the reason I preface that with a recording 
is that because Sister Karla, whom we all know bounds around quickly and very fleet of 
foot, took a misstep and has a broken wrist, and, therefore, she felt that she couldn’t do the 
music justice with just one hand!  So thank you! 
 
(A recording by Sister Karla Lawler, Grand Treasurer, of Great and Historic 
Patriotic Hymns was then played.)  (Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will open the Bible. 
 
(The Bible was informally opened by the Grand Conductress.) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  At this time, it is my privilege to introduce Past Grand Matron Sister 
Dee Schuetz, our Acting Grand Marshal, to lead and direct our time-honored Flag 
Ceremony. 
 
   FLAG TRIBUTE 
 
(The ceremony for the presentation and tribute to the flags was written and 
presented by PGM Dee Schuetz, Acting Grand Marshal.  Each flag was proudly 
presented on the floor of the Grand Chapter Room, given proper tribute, and then 
carried to the East, where it was properly displayed for the remainder of the 
session.) 
 
Dee Schuetz, PGM, Acting Grand Marshal:  GOOD MORNING -- Wasn't that musical 
prelude a special way to start our day -- it certainly sets the stage for any event! 
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      I am Past Grand Matron Dee Schuetz, and I am very honored to be one of the first to 
welcome you to this "Enduring Hope" Grand Chapter Session, and as Acting Grand 
Marshal, it is also my honor and privilege to present the Flag Tributes this morning. 
      Some time ago, our Worthy Grand Matron Sister Karan, asked if I would like to give a 
name to the Flag Tribute this year, and after some thought I chose "Freedom of Hope".  
The reason for that is, in my mind a flag has always stood for freedom, whether it be the 
flag of our Country, State, Church,  fraternal organization,  school, etc., and that Freedom 
essentially meant "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness".  But with the advent of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic during this past year, many things have changed in our lives and a lot 
of those freedoms we have enjoyed have changed as well.  So, I have added "HOPE" to 
that list of freedoms, because the one constant that remained during these times is HOPE; 
and HOPE will be the very thing that carries us through 
      Before we begin, I wish to share a bit of "Flag Protocol" with you.  At the entrance of the 
United States Flag, all who are able  will stand at attention with the right hand over the 
heart.  Veterans may salute if they wish.  You will remain standing until the Pledge of 
Allegiance is recited and the National Anthem is sung.  Additionally, I will invite you to 
stand, again as you are able, during the presentation of the Canadian Flag and the singing 
of the Canadian Anthem, as well as for the presentation of the Flag of the Philippines.  It is 
also acceptable to stand for our State Flag or any organizational Flag that is important to 
you as an individual.   I will be using the gavel in the traditional manner; 3 raps to raise and 
1 rap to seat the assembly.    And now, it is my HOPE that you will enjoy our "Freedom of 
Hope" Flag Tributes this morning. 
 
      THE UNITED STATES of AMERICA FLAG 
 
      The United States Flag is being presented by Brother Tim Birdsall, Husband of the 
Worthy Grand Matron and a Member of Temple Chapter No. 271 of Lincoln.  Escort to the 
flag is Sister Susie Baker, Wife of the Worthy Grand Patron, and a member of Acacia 
Chapter No. 39 of Hastings. 
      The United States of America Flag, with its stars and stripes in colors of red, white, and 
blue, has been a banner which generations of Americans have rallied around.  It was first 
introduced in 1776 and still today, our flag flies in every corner of our great nation as a 
beacon of freedom.  The sacrifices of our forefathers to keep this freedom can never be 
doubted and continues to the present time with sacrifices being made every day.  The 
principles of truth, justice and honor are the basis upon which we pledge our allegiance.  I 
ask that when we recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag this morning, 
you think about the words and their meaning, and be thankful that you are an American!  
The National Anthem will be sung this morning by Past Grand Patron Brother Robert 
Rhodes. Flag Bearer, you will post the United States Flag.  
 
        THE CANADIAN FLAG 
 
      The Canadian Flag is being presented by Sister Laurie Sieg, Special Appointment to 
the Most Worthy Grand Matron as a Campfire Friend and Grand Conductress of Nebraska 
Grand Chapter. 
      This white flag, with its Red Maple Leaf in the center, symbolizes fervency, strength, 
bravery, and valor and represents all the citizens of Canada without distinction of race, 
language, belief or opinion.   In presenting the Canadian flag, may we be reminded of 
God's Commandment, "Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself".  It will once again be 
posted next to the American Flag as it is the preference of  our Most Worthy Grand Matron 
Sister Marianne Shenefelt as a "diplomatic courtesy” and as an example to the world of two 
nations existing side-by-side.  "Oh, Canada" will be sung this morning by Past Grand 
Matron Sister Betty Garwood.  Flag Bearer, you will post the Canadian Flag.   
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  THE FLAG OF THE PHILIPPINES 
 
      The Filipino Flag is being presented by Sister Jan Thoman, General Grand Chapter 
Ambassador to the Philippines, Luzon, and Past Grand Matron and Grand Secretary of 
Nebraska Grand Chapter. 
      The Flag of the Philippines features several colors including blue, red, white, and 
yellow, and symbolizes traits such as justice, peace, sacrifice, truth, valor, courage, and 
patriotism.  The three five-pointed stars on the flag represent the nation's trio of island 
groups:  Visayas, Luzon, and Mindanao.  The current Filipino flag, officially known as The 
National Flag, was adopted on February 12, 1998 and is flown at all government owned 
buildings and at all international entrance points.  Flag Bearer, you will post the Flag of the 
Philippines. 
 
      THE NEBRASKA FLAG 
 
The Nebraska Flag is being presented by Sister Sharlene Coulter, Member of the Appeals 
and Grievances Committee of the General Grand Chapter and Past Grand Matron of 
Nebraska. 
 
The dark blue Nebraska flag has only one emblem, which is the gold and silver State seal 
in the middle and reminds us of the "Good Life" in Nebraska, because we all enjoy our rich 
heritage of agriculture, industry, and transportation.  Nebraska was a territory until it 
became a state on March 1st, 1867 and we are the only State to have the complete date of 
statehood on our flag.  The State Motto is "Equality before the Law," symbolizing "those 
who follow opportunity;  privilege to none."  Our State song is "Beautiful Nebraska," but 
since we are known as "The Cornhusker State," there are those who would argue that our 
State song is actually, "There is no place like Nebraska"!  Flag Bearer, you will post the 
Nebraska Flag. 
 
          THE CHRISTIAN FLAG 
 
      The Christian Flag is being presented by Sister Cyn Norman, Member of the Eastern 
Star Journal Committee of the General Grand Chapter and Past Grand Matron of 
Nebraska. 
       The prominent colors of the Christian Flag are red, white, and blue, similar to the 
American Flag.  The red color is a symbol of the blood of Christ; the white, a symbol of the 
faithfulness of Jesus; and the blue, a symbol of the waters of baptism.  Also similar to the 
American Flag, some Churches repeat an Allegiance to the Christian Flag as an affirmation 
of loyalty.  This pledge, written in 1903, is: "I pledge Allegiance to the Christian Flag and to 
the Savior for whose kingdom it stands, one brotherhood, uniting all mankind in service and 
love."  Flag bearer, you will post the Christian Flag.  
 
THE MASONIC FLAG AND THE ORDER OF EASTERN STAR FLAG 
 
The Masonic Flag is being presented by Most Worshipful Brother James Carlton, Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of  Nebraska, and Past 
Patron of Alpha Chapter No. 325 of Bellevue.  
 
      The Order of the Eastern Star Flag is being presented by Sister Judy Wehrbein, 
Member of the Service Dogs Committee of the General Grand Chapter and Past Grand 
Matron of Nebraska. 
       It is fitting that these two flags are being presented together this morning not only 
because the Order of the Eastern Star is related by the dearest ties to the Masonic 
Fraternity, but because of the great pride we take in the special  relationships we enjoy 
between our two fraternal organizations here in Nebraska. 
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      The colors of the Masonic Flag are blue and gold.  It bears the emblems of the oldest 
and largest fraternity in the world, the square and compass.  Our Masonic Brothers practice 
the tenets of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.  We gratefully acknowledge the Masonic 
heritage which is the foundation for our Order. 
      The colors of The Order of the Eastern Star flag are blue, yellow, white, green and red:  
Blue teaches fidelity; yellow, constancy; white, loyalty; green, faithfulness; and Red, love.  
Our flag symbolizes truths that are eternal and unchanging.  May we pledge ourselves 
anew to serve unselfishly for our Order as we follow the teachings of Him whose Star 
appeared in the East. 
 
Flag Bearers, you will post the Masonic and Eastern Star Flags. 
 
        THE FLAGS OF OUR YOUTH GROUPS 
 
         INTERNATIONAL ORDER OF THE RAINBOW FOR GIRLS 
 
      The Flag for the International Order of the Rainbow for Girls is being presented by 
Sister Hayly Daudt, Grand Worthy Advisor of Nebraska, and a member of Mount Vernon 
Chapter No. 84 of Plainview. 
      Rachel Jendro, Grand Bethel Honored Queen, and Cade Bleess, State Master 
Councilor of Nebraska DeMolay, are unable to be with us today because of school 
commitments, but they are certainly with us in spirit this morning. 
 
(Photographs of Rachel and Cade were shown on the big screens in the East 
during the presentation of their respective flags.) 
 
      And, as a symbol of our adult support, the flag of the Job’s Daughters International is 
being presented on behalf of Rachel Jendro by Sister Beverly Donham, a Member of the 
Youth Committee of the General Grand Chapter and Past Grand Matron of Nebraska. 
      Likewise, the flag of the International Order of DeMolay is being presented on behalf of 
Cade Bleess by Brother Alvin Benemerito. Certified DeMolay Adult Advisor of Nebraska at 
Large Chapter based in North Central Nebraska and Past Grand Patron of Nebraska. 
 
(The flag of the International Order of Rainbow for Girls was presented at the 
Altar by Sister Hayly Daudt.) 
 
      The Flag of the International Order of the Rainbow for Girls displays the colors of the 
rainbow:  red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet.  Each color represents one of 
the important lessons of the Order: that of love, religion, nature, immortality, fidelity, 
patriotism, and service.  The International Order of the Rainbow for Girls was founded in 
1922 in Oklahoma for young women between the ages of 11 and 20 and teaches "Faith in 
a Supreme Being, Hope in all that you do, and Charity toward others."  The Order will be 
celebrating 100 years of Rainbow for Girls this coming year. 
 
(The flag of the Job’s Daughters International was presented at the Altar by PGM 
Beverly Donham.) 
 
      The colors of the Flag for Job's Daughters International are purple and white, 
representing royalty and purity.  The flag displays a triangle which serves to remind the 
Daughters of the three most important influences in their lives:  God, Country, and Home.  
This organization was founded in 1920 in Omaha, Nebraska for young women between the 
ages of 10 and 20 to provide a foundation of high morals, love of country, love of family and 
friends, and respect for others.  Job's Daughters International celebrated its 100th birthday 
in 2020. 
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(The flag of the International Order of DeMolay was presented at the Altar by 
PGP Alvin Benemerito.) 
 
      The red and white flag of the International Order of DeMolay displays the helmet and 
coat of arms of Jacque DeMolay.  The white of the flag symbolizes purity and cleanness of 
Thought, Word, and Deed, and the three red stripes represent Love of God, Love of Home, 
and Love of Country.  The Order of DeMolay was founded in 1919 and is an organization 
open to young men between the ages of 12 to 21, dedicated to preparing them to lead 
successful, happy, and productive lives by teaching leadership, civic awareness, and  
personal responsibility. 
      We are very proud to have the flags of the Masonic Youth Organizations presented 
together today as a symbol of unity and mutual respect these young people have for each 
other in Nebraska.  Our Youth of today face many challenges, and our continued support 
as adults should ever remind us that these young people  are the "Enduring Hope" not only 
for the future of our Masonic Organizations, but the world as well. 
 
Flag Bearers, You will post your flag.  (All three Youth Group Flags were posted in 
order of presentation.) 
 
   THE POW/MIA FLAG 
 
      The POW/MIA Flag is being presented by Brother Elmer Huffman, a member of 
Herman Chapter No. 216 of Blair.  Brother Elmer and the late Brother Marvin Colson, a 
member of Dorcas Chapter No. 144, Bartley, graciously gifted a POW/MIA flag to Nebraska 
Grand Chapter several years ago and that flag has been included in our tributes since.  
They were veterans of the Viet Nam War, who later met through the Order of the Eastern 
Star, became special friends, and shared many of their personal experiences from serving 
in Southeast Asia. 
     The stark image displayed on the black and white POW/MIA flag is a fitting reminder of 
those “Unreturned Veterans”.  Congress passed recognition of this flag on August 10, 1990 
as a symbol of our Nation’s commitment to resolving as fully as possible the fates of 
Americans who are prisoners, missing and/or unaccounted for in Southeast Asia.  This flag 
is the only flag other than the American Flag to have ever been flown over the White House 
and it is fitting that it be displayed beside the American Flag.  Flag Bearer, you will post the 
POW/MIA Flag. 
 
(Following the posting of all the flags, “God Bless America” was sung acapella by 
Sister Karla Lawler, PM, Grand Treasurer.)  (Applause) 
 
 
Dee Schuetz, PGM, Acting Grand Marshal:  In closing, I would like to thank all of the flag 
presenters and escorts and to also give a heartfelt thank you to Sister Mary Ann Stevens 
for the beautiful music which accompanied the presentations.  Sister Mary Ann, as you well 
know, is a Past Grand Organist of several Grand Chapters and is also the organist for my 
own Home Chapter No. 189 in Plattsmouth, and we are so lucky we get to hear that lovely 
music every meeting.  (Applause)  Also a special thank you for the beautiful solos by Past 
Grand Patron Brother Bob Rhodes, who is a member of the Board of Directors for the 
Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children in Fremont, and Past Grand Matron Sister Betty 
Garwood, who probably didn’t need another duty, but she is Supreme Chaplain and 
Supreme Inspector in Nebraska of the International Order of the Rainbow for Girls.  And, 
lastly but certainly not least, Sister Karla Lawler, a Past Grand Organist, our Grand 
Treasurer, and a member of Ogallala Chapter No. 142, Arbor Vitae Chapter No. 92, and 
Oshkosh Chapter No. 264.  Thank you, dear Karla, for singing “God Bless America” as only 
you can! 
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      This concludes our “Freedom of Hope” Flag Tributes, and I leave you with this:  “Always 
start your day on a positive thought – no matter how hard yesterday was, today is full of 
“Enduring Hope” and “PAWS-abilities!”  Thank you for your attention.  (Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, would you assume your station, 
please?  Brother Bruce -- 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Sister Dee, before you get too far away – I apologize – this effort at 
live broadcasting is kind of tough for an old guy so – please accept my apologies.  I did 
want to thank you, Sister Dee,  for your vision and efforts for this Flag Ceremony.  Truly,  
we are blessed to live in a great Nation.  Your fitting tribute is a reminder of all the 
opportunities we enjoy as citizens of these United States of America.  Thank you.  
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you, Sister Dee.  Thank you to the musicians for the 
powerful flag ceremony.  We are blessed by your talents and your willingness to share.  
Your message touches our hearts.  We are now prepared to move forward into our time 
together for this session.  Please join me in offering them again our gratitude.  (Applause)  
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Will the Grand Officers please proceed to the West and prepare to 
enter the Grand Chapter Room informally. 
 
(The Grand Officers entered the Grand Chapter Room informally and took their 
stations.  This was followed by a special piano arrangement recorded by Brother 
Bob Danner, Past Grand Organist of Iowa.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  If we were in Muscatine, Iowa at this very moment, we could have 
enjoyed in person Brother Bob Danner’s gift of music.  We are members of the Order of the 
Eastern Star from “sea to shining sea”.  I am so grateful that Brother Bob, Past Grand 
Organist of the Grand Chapter of Iowa, was able to participate with us today even though 
we are in this room and we are all just “Huskers”, but we always enjoy Iowans joining in our 
festivities at Grand Chapter.  And in this special time where we have paused to think of all 
of us united as Americans from sea to shining sea, would you please join me in sending 
through Facebook to Brother Bob and Sister Mary our gratitude for their participation?  
(Applause) 
  PRESENTATION OF GUESTS 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Would our guests  of the Director and Board of Directors of the 
Fremont Children’s Home and the Plattsmouth Masonic Home please gather in the West 
that we may present you and hear from you?   While Kristi is inviting them into the Grand 
Chapter Room, we appreciate your patience, but we are “bubbling” in five different 
locations here in Kearney and also transmitting live to Facebook.  Our registration here in 
Kearney of participants has grown to  over 300, but we anticipate there may be as many as 
1,500 tuned in live on Facebook at some point today.  It is just humbling to know that so 
many of you are able to see, hear, and take part in this Grand Chapter Session; so I redid 
our leg movements of this morning and began all of these movements of so many places 
all at one time, so we appreciate your patience. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Conductress, you will introduce the Directors of the Board of 
Directors for the Masonic Eastern Star Home for Children and the Nebraska Masonic Home 
and their Directors.  Sister Associate Grand Conductress, you will assist. 
 
(The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress, 
introduced the following members of the Board of Directors of the Masonic 
Eastern Star Home for Children and the Nebraska Masonic Home:   Sisters Mary 
Lou Erickson, Past Grand Matron; Susan Andreasen, Past Grand Matron; Joni 
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Bennett, Past Grand Matron; and Judy Wehrbein, Past Grand Matron; and 
Brothers Michael Donham, Past Grand Patron; Robert Rhodes, Past Grand 
Patron; Ron Giesselmann, Administrator of the Home.  And the Directors of the 
Masonic Home:  Sister Mary Russell, Executive Director; and Steven Barchus, 
Foundation Director.) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Thank you all for being here with us this morning.  It is because of the 
selfless donation of your time and talents that we can proudly point to arguably the finest 
facilities in this country.  Our obligation and desire to provide for the Masons and especially 
for their wives, widows, and orphans is accomplished so efficiently and lovingly in these two 
homes.  The Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children and the Masonic Home are a source 
of pride for all of us, and deserve our continuing prayers and support.  Thank you for all that 
you do.  (Applause) 
 
(The members of the Board of Directors of the Masonic Home for Children and 
the Directors of the Masonic Home were given a hearty welcome.  Brother Ron 
Giesselmann, Sister Mary Russell, and Steven Barchus were escorted to the 
East.  The remaining members returned to the seats.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:   The greatness of our Grand Chapter is reflected in these two 
tremendous facilities.  The dedication and excellence of the Directors and their Staffs, the 
compassion and care for which they meet the needs of those who reside with them are 
awesome.  What a privilege to support our Homes and to be a small part of their 
accomplishments.  And now, we now  welcome remarks from these faithful servants.  It is 
my distinct honor to present Brother Ron Giesselmann, the Executive Director of the 
Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children. 
 
Ron Giesselmann:  Thank you very much.  It is my honor to present to you with a token of 
our appreciation for being on our Board of Directors for two years.  And Brother Bruce, I 
present to you a plaque for beating me in arm wrestling last night – he did!  No, we 
appreciate your time and efforts in supporting the Home – we really appreciate it – for two 
years.   
  
(Plaques were presented from the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children to 
Worthy Grand Matron Karan Birdsall and Worthy Grand Patron Bruce Baker.) 
 
Ron Giesselmann:  I would like to point out the courage that it took to meet this year and 
we appreciate that, so thank you very much.  And we appreciate everybody’s effort this 
year.  It was, of course, abbreviated a little different, but thank you very much for making 
that happen. 
      Someone asked me about a donkey story today – I can’t remember who it was, but I 
have a great donkey story. Anyway, somehow, in a moment of weakness, I approved to 
have a mini donkey donated to the Children’s Home for our 4-H farm.  and if you have ever 
seen “Shrek”, this mini donkey is very much like the donkey in Shrek.  He’s a lot of fun and 
the kids really like him.  His name is Walter.  Well, this past Winter we had a cold snap 
going on and so it was my job when it is 20 below zero  to bring in as many livestock as we 
could into the heated barns to keep them warm, and the last one was Walter.  So we’ve got 
Walter in a smaller pen and had him cornered, and as he went by me—and I’ve gotta add, I 
am an almost retired police officer – two more years and I will be done.  I have been in 
many bar fights and I tried to be tested in my left nostril for COVID, but they couldn’t get the 
swab up my left nostril because I have had my nose  broken so many times – but Walter 
went by and gave a Bruce Lee kick to my left knee and dropped me like a sack of potatoes.  
So if you were driving by on Highway 77 and saw that and might have taken a video of that, 
I would love to have it – I was down in humiliation for awhile, but I finally got him cornered 
and inside the barn, so that’s the good part. 
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      But speaking of donkeys, I am a Chiefs fan – an NFL Chiefs fan.  I have been since 
1984 when I married a gal from Missouri and being from Nebraska, I didn’t even really 
know there was an NFL because of the Huskers  -- they  were  good in  those days—so, I 
married into her family and her dad was always talking to me about the “Chiefs, Chiefs, 
Chiefs”, so I finally hopped on the bandwagon and I have been a Chiefs fan ever since.  In 
the Home, it seems like you are a Bronco fan, a Vikings fan, and little did I know when I 
hired the lead Youth Director  from California, that he is a Raider fan – yeah, I don’t know 
what’s going on there!  So, we got this little Chinese boy who has been with us for about  3 
years and he is a diehard Broncos fan – Santa Clause brings him Bronco stuff --  so  we 
tease each other a lot.  After the Chiefs got beat by the Buccaneers, he was the first one to 
point out the loss.  So I hear this little tiny voice – he is just out of grade school --:    “Hey, 
Ron, hey, who won that last  game?”  Yeah, right, Tom Brady – not the Chiefs.  So, we 
banter back and forth with that, and I call his Broncos the “donkeys” and periodically give 
him some carrots and tell him to go feed his mascot – so it’s kind of fun! 
      But moving on to more important things, school for us pretty much Public Schools went 
online in March of last year, so we, too, went online.  The kids got good grades; things went 
fine – things went really better than expected, so I was very proud of the kids and the staff 
for doing that.  Last year, we had four high school graduates and this year we will have 
three and things are keeping right up.  We have a plan to re-populate and hire more staff – 
we have one staff member who is in training right now and we’ve got 60 applicants for 
children at our facilities and right now, we have only 3 that are going to move in at the end 
of the school year.  So, our Youth Director has got some big decisions to make.  Hopefully, 
we can re-populate and things will be back to normal.  
      The 4-H program during COVID was somewhat different than some years.  We did 
some things online, but everybody on campus and even the adults came up with some kind 
of 4-H projects that they think could be proficient at , so we got some 4-H projects done that 
way.  We did go to the Fair, so we tried to make it as normal as we could for them.  One 
thing we did change and for those of you who have made comments --  my wife runs our 
Facebook page because I am horrible at computers, so if you have a chance, look at our 
Facebook page.  We also have a Blog that is on our website, so please visit that.  I try to 
put  something on that every week to keep people updated and keep people informed.  We 
have a “pipe dream”, and it’s a very real pipe dream of putting a tech shop up so that all of 
our 4-H projects around the 80 acres can be centralized and we are getting free dirt, but we 
have to pay for the trucking of that dirt – we are getting a lot of free dirt to fill in the old ditch, 
but that is coming right along.  Another thing we came up with this year – or at least last 
year.  It is the welcome kit.  So if you walk by our booth, we’ve got some of the items on 
display that are in the kit for kids that just move into the home and need a few extra things.  
I think you also have a card in your packets, so you can look at that as well.  I really 
appreciate you letting us have the signs there and for letting that and wish to donate, that 
would be great.  Thank you for having the signs there.  Thank you for allowing me to come 
up here and for being on our Board for the past couple of years – I really appreciate that.  
And Bruce, we appreciate the humbling experience of your arm wrestling skills last night!  
Thank you. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Ron, don’t go away – in the interest of transparency and to be 
perfectly clear, the arm wrestling match was two days ago and he didn’t lose -- and my 
shoulder is the only one who thinks it was last night.  Thank you, Brother Ron. 
 
Ron Giesselmann:  Thank you. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Your efforts, your vision, your leadership are so valued and 
appreciated, and that cup of coffee you owe me is still on the docket, I hope.  We go back 
quite aways and I am proud to call you my friend and Brother.  (Applause) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  It is now my distinct pleasure to present Mary Russell, the Executive 
Director of the Nebraska Masonic Home and Brother Steve Barchus, the Director of the 
Nebraska Masonic Home Foundation. 
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Mary Russell, Executive Director of the Nebraska Masonic Home:  Everybody has to 
have a sidekick and I have one!  Sister Karan and Brother Bruce, and Grand Chapter 
Officers:  It is such an honor to bring greetings from our Residents, Employees, and Board 
of Trustees.  Sister Karan and Brother Bruce, you and your Grand Officers should be very 
proud of yourselves for a very unique year.  Congratulations!  Sister Dottie and Brother 
Dave, best wishes on your upcoming year. 
      On behalf of the residents and staff, I extend a heartfelt thanks to each of you for your 
continued support as the Nebraska Masonic Home continually works through this period of 
the COVID pandemic.  The Masonic Home continues to strive for that excellent reputation 
of care for our residents.  At the present time, we have 29 independent living apartments 
and 25 private rooms in our assisted living center.  Our 24-hour nursing care facility 
provides medical needs of 58 residents; also, our Alzheimer’s Special Unit has 14 private 
rooms.  Being able to provide any level of care necessary making our facility very attractive 
and can give them the best care as needed and to be cared for in the same facility in the 
different areas for the best care needed.  It is a comfort to know that once they make the 
Home their home, there is no need to move to another facility to increase the level of care. 
      This last year, we were without many groups, Chapters, and Lodges visiting the Home.  
It has been a very trying time for both our residents and employees.  There were many 
things dictated by CDC, DDHS, and ICAP that have disrupted everybody’s lives.  Those 
guidelines that we followed did protect everyone within the Home, of which we are 
thankful..  We are still limited to the amount of people coming into the facilities and are 
unable to host any groups at this time.  Hopefully that will change soon.  We appreciate 
your dedication to seeing that the Masonic Home will be here for years to come.  Thanks 
for your generosity and support.   And, Brothers and Sisters, thank you for always making 
me feel very welcome and for permitting me to speak about the Masonic Home.  
(Applause) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP :  Thank you, Mary.  Steve – 
 
Steve Barchus, Foundation Director of the Nebraska Masonic Home:   I can’t believe 
that they are allowing me to stand at the microphone, but anyway, Good morning, Ladies, 
Gentlemen, Friends, Brothers and Sisters, it is great to see all of you.  This last year has 
been an incredible year for all of us and, you know, so many members of the Order of the 
Eastern Star became first-time donors this year in a time when we really needed it, and 
then we have those of you who have been continual supporters of the Home.  I have had a 
chance to talk to many of you on the phone – and when I was working from home, some of 
you didn’t pick up because of my cell number appearing, I am sure!  But we had – in 
Hastings, you had the workshop with a little over 100 people, and I told Karan that we are 
going through a transition for admission and things coming for Eastern Star, and Mary is 
going to be talking about that later and I want you all to get very excited about what is going 
on here.  It is going to affect all of you and I am hoping that your Chapters and Lodges and 
your Clubs, your various Masonic groups that you all are affiliated with, will get ahold of me 
and have me come out and let them know about your Nebraska Masonic Home.  If you 
haven’t been there, you need to come; and if you haven’t had one of us out to your Lodges, 
Chapters, Shrine Centers, Scottish Rite, invite us.  Things are opening up and I am going to 
be traveling more and I want to see all of you through the year – I would love to see all of 
you every day, but please, please  call, please email – however you can, and on top of that, 
you have been outstanding supporters of the Home and I can’t thank you enough for all you 
have done.  This last year has been the Foundation’s worst year.  Like many foundations, 
we expected to have maybe a 10 to 12 percent drop in donations with everybody having to 
take care of their own.  This year, we actually had an increase over the year prior and I’d 
like to give you all a round of applause for your support.  (Applause)  So, once again, we 
are just outside, so come see us.  Enjoy the coffee, the cookies and the conversation.  If 
you need more information, let us know and if we don’t have it, we will get it to you.  Thank 
you very much. 
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Karan Birdsall, WGM:  It is really such a privilege to be a part of Eastern Star, which gives 
us a direct easy way to give support to both of our Homes – and Ron, if you will come join 
us, please?.  It is, indeed, our privilege that while COVID presents its challenges, we get to 
present several items.  So, from Nebraska Grand Chapter, it is our privilege to give you a 
little more money – and we could not be more honored to support your facilities and to work 
with you individually.  You are a blessing to us all. 
 
Mary Russell, Administrator, Nebraska Masonic Home:  Thank you so much. 
 
Steven Barchus, Foundation Director:  Thank you. 
 
Ron Gieselmann, Masonic Home for Children:  Thank you very much and thank you 
everybody for your support.  We really appreciate it. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We thank all of these Directors and Board members for their daily 
service and for taking the time and effort to be here with us for this session.  We are very 
grateful and we hope and pray that we support you as you need and that we help you 
enhance your ability to serve.  You are significant and we are blessed to be a part of these 
two great facilities.  And we look forward to a little more Marketing time from both of our 
Homes this afternoon as we focus on how best as Eastern Stars in Nebraska we can serve. 
 
                    SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
  “Once Before – Returning to 1945” 
               The Legacy of our 75-year Members 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We have gathered together for this Grand Chapter Session with 
our ultimate goal being to illuminate each of you on ways that you can love and serve.  We 
also want to recognize the foundation that has for more than a century been built and 
maintained, providing you this opportunity for service.  Our first Grand Chapter year in 1875 
did not look like this one; sometimes I wish I had the ability to see visibly and understand 
the experiences and challenges of those days.  We are now experiencing a National 
Emergency – a Global Pandemic, a Public Health crisis, and it has caused us to close 
down, to cancel last year’s Grand Session, to hold over our Grand Officers and our Grand 
Chapter Committees, and to begin an unprecedented journey of trying our best to chart a 
course to how to meet, how to lower our risks, and all the time, busy defining how we love 
and serve. 
      We called this pause in our Grand Chapter agenda and calendar, unprecedented; 
however, we were in a special time in our Grand Chapter history that a pause, a hold, a 
delay was deemed necessary and as provided by our Law. 
      In 1944, the Grand Chapter of Nebraska met to hold the traditional agenda and to 
install the Grand Officers.  During that Grand Chapter year, it became necessary due to 
World War II and our Stateside war efforts, to cancel the 1945 Grand Chapter Session.  
Those Grand Officers – those Grand Chapter Committees – held over for a year.  Those 
Chapters and members really lived in unprecedented times.  Upon my awareness that we 
are living the 75th anniversary of that Grand Chapter time, I took hold physically, 
intellectually, and emotionally to the proceedings of the 1945-46 Grand Chapter term and 
that session as it was led by Worthy Grand Matron Sister Edna – Sister Edna Malony was a 
member of Harmony Chapter No. 13 of Columbus, and the Worthy Grand Patron Brother 
William J. Krug, a member of Martha Chapter No. 42 of Barneston.  Bruce and I are not the 
first to find ourselves in these shoes, but what could we learn, what could we glean from 
reading about those who led before us? Their journey, their experience and wisdom have 
been a great source of encouragement for us.   Thank you, Sister Edna and Brother 
William, thank you for your leadership then and your inspiration now, 75 years later.  It has 
been enlightening to spend time with Sister Edna’s words, work ethics, and efforts.  Early 
on, it became clear to me that if we were the 75th anniversary of that pause and that 
unprecedented term, then the members initiated during that term would as we speak, be 
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reaching their 75th anniversary as members of the Order of Eastern Star.  Who are they?  
Where are they?  It has been our honor and privilege to share time with some of these 
special members to communicate our congratulations as they received recognition from the 
hands of their Chapters – greeting cards, Facetime, and videos have allowed us to get 
acquainted.  Meeting these members, hearing their stories, and trying to glean from them 
what that pause was like is a memory I will always treasure; to hear their description of the 
tone of our nation, the unity that they sought, and the commitment to the same person in 
that year, has been inspiring.  Yet it is very humbling when we look around and considered 
the divisions of today. 
      For me, personally, there was a distinct honor in my home Chapter -- Chapter, No. 271 
in Lincoln, Sister Elizabeth Franklin reached her 75th anniversary.  Our Chapter purchased 
for her a 75-year pin.  Along with Sister Laurie Sieg, Sister Melinda Bragg and Brother Ken, 
I had the privilege of pinning Sister Elizabeth.  We spent treasured time with her and heard 
such great observations about that 1944-1946 era.  We heard of her dedication and service 
to the Servicemen who were stationed in Lincoln.  They were then deployed.  Sister 
Elizabeth shared  that they would send the pilots from Lincoln off on vague deployments, 
but when they returned stateside they did not return to Lincoln, they would return to another 
base; and they spent those years not knowing who came home and who did not.  
      On the screen, you will now see a scroll a list of the names of the 36 members that 
were initiated during the 1944-46 Grand Chapter pause and they remain here on Earth, 
alive and serving in our Chapters today.  As these names go by, take note of them, lift them 
in your prayers for thanksgiving and of gratitude.  Pray gratitude that they have been active 
members of our Order for 75 years!  Their generation has been faithful to our nation and to 
our Order.  If you see a name you recognize, if you see a member of your Chapter, please 
consider reaching out to them and thanking them for their faithfulness.  They have such 
wealth to share with us and they deserve every act of respect and honor we shower upon 
them. 
      And visiting with several of these members, they shared with me how different the 
pause was for them than it is today.  The voiced that their sacrifices felt patriotic.  They felt 
like they were making a difference in our Nation.  They were able to support those who 
were serving in our Military.  They endured gas rationing, but they always had toilet paper!  
Their travel and transportation was limited, but they were never shut down in their homes.  
They were never unable to share fellowship; they never had to stop hugging; and they 
never felt as isolated as they do right now.  They voiced how much more invasive in all of 
our homes is this invisible Pandemic when it is compared to the War effort they supported.  
They send their gratitude to each of you for how our Chapters have reached out to them 
during this pause and during this shutdown.  They have felt your prayers, the strength, and 
they share with you in their prayers to return to normal hugs as soon as possible.  They 
have expressed their gratitude for our Order and the entire Masonic family. 
 
This portion of our Session is being shared via Facebook Live.  It will be retained there so 
that you can refer to it and refresh in your mind these names. This list is going to be 
retained in the proceedings as well.  I hope you will reach out to them.  I hope they will hear 
from you and I hope that they know our trust and regard. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Recognizing our initiated members of 75 years ago is the 
beginning of our Tributes in honoring our Legacy members.  Brother Albert, may we have 
the screen? 
 
(A video listing the 36 names of those who are 75 years plus members of the 
Order of the Eastern Star in Nebraska was shown on the Big Screen in the 
Grand Chapter Room.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  To those Sisters and Brothers listed we extend our gratitude and 
are grateful for the Enduring Hope that they breathe into this Order.  Let us thank them with 
our applause.  (Applause) 
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Karan Birdsall, WGM:  I hope we are not too behind schedule, because I really don’t like 
to have people waiting, so thank you for all the technicians and presenters who have kept 
us on a timely fashion this morning, we thank you.  We are going to transition from this 
Grand Chapter Room into our Break time.  The Break time will include lunch, special 
presentations.  We ask that if you are in the Grand Chapter Room -- but also if you are in 
your “Bubbles”, to please remain seated as our Grand Officers will retire and our other 
participants here in this Grand Chapter  Room will proceed to their “Bubble.”  Sister Betty 
Garwood, Past Grand Matron, will be serving as the Master of Ceremonies for  “The Paws-
abilities are Endless” luncheon, and she will welcome you to that luncheon.  We will 
continue throughout our lunch break those recognitions and beloved messages of gratitude 
for our 50-year members for their gracious dedication and loving service they provide to our 
Chapters and this Grand Chapter.  So we thank you for being with us and remain through 
the luncheon.  Each of our Crystal Ballroom Bubbles will have directions shared from within 
their bubbles so that they know when to take a break; when to enjoy their meal, then take 
another break and prepare for the afternoon session.  I think that just to clarify a detail in 
those Bubbles, you have in your registration packet your meal ticket.  Pull out that ticket – it 
designates the Tuesday luncheon meal -- place it by your  place card.  That is the staff’s 
cue that you get a meal and if they don’t see that card that means that they believe that the 
person associated with that name card either did not want this meal or is not arriving until 
later.  Therefore, you need your ticket for the meal. 
      Also, during those breaks in your Bubbles, including this Grand Chapter Bubble, the 
Grand Chapter Room floor will be empty and while you are on your break, you are invited 
to come in and be in the Grand Chapter Room.  There is a photo  opportunity in the West – 
the Silent Auction items are along the West as well, and we invite you to enter from hallway 
that is the main hallway between the Grand Chapter Room and the Crystal Ballrooms.  
Enter from that hallway and proceed across to an exit on the other side of the Grand 
Chapter Room, which will take you on a circuit to complete passing by the Gift Baskets for 
the Grand Officers and then the displays of the representatives of our Homes, the Star 
Dogs – our new public charity, and other opportunities for you to see those displays and, of 
course, there are restroom facilities  in that hall as well.  So when you are on your break, 
and this is your first break – take time to stroll and share the opportunities.  We ask that you 
maintain social distancing, but we want you to extend your experience beyond just the 
Bubble you are in. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGP:  Sister Jan, do we have any announcements before we proceed into 
our break? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary:  Worthy Grand Matron, may I mention a couple of 
things? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Yes, you may. 
 
Jan Thoman:   Sister Peggy Hitchcock is our Nurse for this Session once again – Peggy, 
will you please stand up and let everyone know where you are?  The Warders and 
Sentinels will also know where Sister Peggy is. So if someone has a problem in the Bubble, 
they will get to you immediately, Peggy. We just thought it best to have her in her usual 
spot and they can come to her.  So, thank you once again, Peggy, for doing this for us. 
      Another thing is – it is a little bit early but when people who are registering their 
credentials – this is really directed at Sister Karla.  The decision was already been made 
because we dropped a day off of Grand Chapter that she wouldn’t have to get all of those 
mileage checks written.  Well, she didn’t have to go and break her wrist – it was already 
decided, so she thinks she might need to heal!  So, the checks will be mailed from my 
office, so give us a little bit of time, but we will get those right out to you.  Thank you, 
Worthy Grand Matron. 
 
(The Worthy Grand Matron instructed the Grand Conductress to close the Bible 
on the Altar.  The Grand Officers retired informally.) 
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 “PAWS-ABILITIES ARE ENDLESS” LUNCHEON” 
  Honoring our 50-year Members 
 
Betty Garwood. PGM, Master of Ceremonies:  All right, I think we are just about ready to 
get started here.  Welcome to the “Paws-abilities are Endless” luncheon.  We are excited to 
be back together after our forced COVID vacation in 2020.  We are also excited to be 
honoring our 50-year and more members today.  When I joined Eastern Star -- and guess 
what , that was 50 years ago this year -- but as I was saying, when I joined Eastern Star, 
when one became a  50 year member in our Chapter, your dues were paid and it seemed 
like you were allowed to “retire” to the sidelines; to be exempt from telephone calls, 
soliciting for money and labor and fundraisers.  So, you were welcome to come and eat and 
enjoy the efforts of the younger members, but basically, your duties were ended.  Well, 
things have changed in 50 years, haven’t they?  Today, in many Chapters, the 50-year and 
more members are the members who they bring the food, donate the money to every 
worthy cause, and provide much of the labor for fundraisers and service projects, plus fill 
the chairs!  50-year members today are the “movers and shakers” who keep our Chapters 
going.  Receiving a 50-year pin is still such an honor, but in many instances, it is only the 
mid-point of service.  Now, our 75-year members may get to retire gracefully, but it will 
often be the 50-year members who are likely planning the ceremonies for their older Sisters 
and Brothers. The good news is that with modern medicine, less labor-intensive lifestyles, 
and many other factors, allow the 50-year members to be enthusiastic and active much 
longer than our predecessor Sisters and Brothers.  And today, for our 50-year and more 
members, the “paws-abilities are endless”. 
      Now, before we get our paws wet, let’s take a little journey back for 50 years:  A first 
class stamp was 8 cents; a movie ticket, $1.50; a gallon of gas,  40 cents; average cost of 
new house, a little over $25,000; average income,  $10,600;  Year-end close of the Dow 
Industrial Average was 890 – 890!  The voting age 50 years ago was lowered from 21 to 18 
years.  Disney World in Florida was opened.  Intel released the first microprocessor.  The 
first internet Chat rooms appeared; Email; the first Ct scanner; soft contact lens became 
available.  Apollo XIV launched and the first Astronaut walked on the Moon.  The Soviet 
Union launched the first Space Station; Mariner IX became the first  spacecraft to orbit 
another planet.  China was admitted to the United Nations, and there was a new stock 
market index called, NASDAQ.  Amtrak was created.  Cigarette advertising on television 
ended.  Sports – the Pittsburg Pirates won the World Series; the Baltimore Colts won Super 
Bowl V; Basketball champs were the Rocky Ducks; NHL Stanley Cup were the Montreal 
Canadians.  The U.S. Golf Open was won by Jack Nicklaus; Nebraska was the NCAA 
Basketball Champs and Nebraska won the Orange Bowl – Go Big Red!  Some of the 
popular films were “The Last Picture Show”, “Diamonds are Forever”, “Fiddler on the Roof”, 
Summer of 42”, and “Dirty Harry”.  Some popular musicians were Bobby Darren, Tony 
Orlando and Dawn, Janis Joplin, the Who’s, John Lennon, Jackson Five, the Osmonds,  
Michael Jackson, the Rolling Stones.    Popular TV shows were:  “All in the Family”, The 
Flip Wilson Show, “Marcus Welby,” “Gunsmoke”, Sanford and Sons, “All My Children”, 
“Mary Tyler Moore Show”, and “The Partridge Family.”   Lance Armstrong, Rynona Ryder, 
and Maria Kerry were born in 1971. 
      Life wasn’t all hearts and flowers in 1971, but after the past year, I have chosen to 
focus on the pleasantries of the year and not some of tougher things that happened then.  I 
could go on and on and on, and 1971 is only one year.  Look what happened then – think 
about what happened before that year and look what has happened since. What does the 
future hold?  The “paws-abilities are endless”. 
      Now, I have some “Bubble works”, so those of you in the Bubbles, pay attention here 
because I have some Bubble work for you to do while you enjoy your lunch today.  If you 
have 50-years or more members at your table, ask them about their initiation into Eastern 
Star 50 years ago, their memories and impressions; or ask them about their Eastern Star 
memories throughout the last 50 years; share funny stories; what changes have taken 
place.  Does anyone have visions for the future?  If you don’t have 50-year plus members 
at your table, share your experiences.  Has anybody been a Grand Officer, a Grand 
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Representative, served on a Grand Chapter Committee.  How many times have your 
tablemates been Worthy Matron and Worthy Patron over the years.  Share with each other; 
learn from each other.  You can even brainstorm and look for  endless “Paws-abilities”.  If 
we have learned anything in the past year, we have learned that we can adjust to change; 
let your enthusiasm enjoy of being together “bubble over”! 
      And I would like to thank Mount Vernon Chapter No. 84, Plainview, and Laura Chapter 
No. 301, South Sioux City, for hosting our luncheon honoring our 50-year members 
wherever they be or in whatever Bubble.  The Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand 
Patron will be dropping in to visit each Bubble during your meals.  Enjoy the video tape 
entertainment by the Mount Vernon members:  Sally Karr, Courtney Retzlaff, Wayne 
Andreasen, and their accompanist, Wanda Retzlaff.  Mount Vernon has also provided your 
neat little favors – your little dog bone favors at every place in every Bubble and Laura 
Chapter provided the programs and those Baker’s candies to finish off your meal. 
      Now, I would like to invite Sister Joan Alexander of Mount Vernon Chapter to give the 
invocation: 
 
Joan Alexander (84):  Thank you, Sister Betty.  Let us bow our heads in prayer.  Heavenly 
Father, we pause this day to thank you for the many blessings that you provide for us.  You 
are such a wonderful Father, always present, always listening.  Especially this day, we 
thank you for this wonderful organization dedicated to charity and hospitality, and we thank 
you for our 50-year members who have given so many years and now deserve a 
celebration.  We would ask that you would guide us to do our part in kind words and loving 
deeds as our conversations with each other continue.  We thank you for the food and we 
ask thy blessing on those who prepared it, and we ask that you be with us as we gather, 
renewing friendships and making new ones.  Bless our loved ones everywhere and keep 
them in your loving care, and be with us as we go into a beautiful world, to spread your 
words of love.  All this we ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  (So may we ever be.) 
 
Betty Garwood, PGM:  Thank you, Sister Joan.  So it is about time for our Bubbles to 
come together, so enjoy your lunch and when you are finished, it seems like it would be an 
appropriate thing to do – I believe the programs says that the last song that our 
entertainment sings is “The Lord be with you until we meet again,” – but if it doesn’t work, 
we will just sort of see how that all plays out.  But I would invite you to repeat the Mizpah 
Benediction even though we may not be absent from one another yet this afternoon – if it 
doesn’t fit in the program or what is happening in your Bubble, just know that we care about 
each other and the Lord watches over us no matter where we are or what we are doing.  
Boy,  talk about  “Endless Paws-abilities”!  It has been a great pleasure being here with you 
today, enjoy your meal and we will see you this afternoon. 
 
(Guests at the luncheon were entertained by musical choir selections from 
several members of Mount Vernon Chapter No. 84 of Plainview and a solo 
performance by Kaydi Daudt, also of Mount Vernon Chapter No. 84, Plainview.) 
 
         TUESDAY, MAY 11, 2021 
           1:45 p.m. 
   
(Following the lunch recess, members reassembled in their respective Bubbles 
for the afternoon session and were entertained by “Continuing our Sentimental 
Journey” with a special music prelude by Wanda Retzlaff, Past Grand Organist, 
(84).) 
 
  SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS (Cont’d) 
 
               “Our Greatest Legacies – Our Imhoffs” 
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Deb Albers, PM (268):  I am Deb Albers, Secretary of Chapter No. 268 in Davenport, 
Nebraska, and a 35-year member of the Order of the Eastern Star. I am going to begin with 
a quote:  “They are more precious than rubies.”  Who am I talking about?  Well, I am talking 
about our Imhoff Awardees, of course.  They are some of the most previous resources in 
our Chapters.  First, let me take the time to congratulate each of you that have been 
members of this great organization for more than 50 years.  You are to be commended on 
your steadfastness to an organization that has as its goals brotherly love, relief, and truth. 
Some of my deepest admiration and respect for the devotion you have to our Order. 
      You will see a listing of people on the screen and you should know at least one person 
on that list.  This is a list of Imhoff Awardees.  The Imhoff Award is named for Sister Mary 
E. Imhoff, the very first Worthy Grand Matron of Nebraska.  She served from 1875 to 1876.  
This award is given to an Eastern Star member in good standing with the longest period of 
membership.  The Imhoff Award is celebrating 10 years this year as it was voted into the 
Bylaws at the 2011 Grand Chapter Session. 
      The Imhoff Award is similar to the Jordan Medal award given in Blue Lodge; however, 
unlike the Jordan Medal which goes to the Lodge member with the most years of service in 
Nebraska, the Imhoff Award goes to the Chapter member with the most years of 
membership in the Chapter regardless of the jurisdiction where they were initiated.  
      This presentation was inspired by a picture I posted on the Order of the Eastern Star 
Facebook page.  It was of Peggy Smith, Davenport’s Imhoff Award holder.  She was 
celebrating her 92nd birthday and having a great time even though her Assisted Living 
Home in Hickman, Nebraska was under lockdown due to COVID-19.  Sister Peggy was 
initiated into the Order of the Eastern Star in Hebron Chapter in March of 1953.  That 
makes her a 68-year member.  That is longer than I have been alive!  She transferred her 
membership to Davenport because she lived closer to Davenport in a place called Carlton 
that was only 6 miles away.  Peggy has served the Order of the Eastern Star in the offices 
of Worthy Matron, Associate Matron, Adah, Esther, Conductress and Associate 
Conductress.  Now that I think about it, Sister Peggy was the Associate Conductress who 
escorted my husband, Tregan Albers, Past Grand Patron, when he was initiated into the 
Order.  She loved my phone call last week and we visited about what new was happening 
in the Chapter and in Davenport and Carlton.  She said phone calls from her family and 
friends are what helped her get through the long days of COVID-19. 
      It is important that you take the time to reach out to your Imhoff Awardees as well as 
other members who can’t attend Chapter meetings.  It is NOT just the job of Chapter 
Secretary or the Courtesy Committee to make those contacts; it’s up to every member of 
our Chapters!  A phone call or a card can brighten the day of anyone who is lonely.  Now, 
even a visit may be possible.  Peggy told me she was excited that now she was able to 
have company. 
      See those names on the list of Imhoff Awardees?  Each one has a story to tell; each 
one may have an untapped wealth of information to share.  These stories are just as 
precious as the members are.  “They are more precious than rubies.”  Thank you for 
allowing me to speak today. 
 
  “The Foundation of our Future” 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  It is a privilege that we honor our 50-year members and our Imhoff 
Award recipients.  These members are the very cornerstone of our Order and provide a 
huge measure of loving inspiration, strength, and confidence as we navigate this “Enduring 
Hope” during these trying times.  Likewise, we recognize and welcome with enduring hope 
our newest members bring to our beloved Order.  
      Now for a bit of history, and the question:  What do the numbers 3,500 and 75 
members have in common?  The answer is:  75 years ago, following the 1944-1946 break 
between Grand Chapter Sessions, 3,500 – three thousand five hundred new members 
were initiated into Eastern Star.  It has been said many times that history repeats itself, so 
we believe we are on the threshold of that repeat opportunity.  In the past few months, our 
Star Chapters have initiated 7 new members.  We will initiate 8 new members tomorrow 
morning and at least that many, who were unavailable and unable to join us for this Grand 
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Chapter Session, await their initiations.  Possibly, as never before, the world needs to think 
our Order represents its future.  We urge you to be prepared to give the gift of Eastern Star 
membership and its privileges as we recognize our rich history and welcome new members 
into our Order. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  In the spirit of how we serve, we invite you to enjoy a goodwill 
presentation -- or personal comments in this case, provided by the Masonic-Eastern Star 
Home for Children.  It is my pleasure again to introduce Brother Ron Giesselmann, the 
Executive Director of the Nebraska Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children: 
 
   “How We Serve” 
  Masonic-Eastern Home for Children 
 
Ron Giesselmann, Executive Director, MESHC:  Thank you, Brother Bruce, for that kind 
introduction.  I have been asked to talk about how we serve our membership and 
communities, and I could stand up for 3 hours and talk about this, but I will condense it 
down for everybody’s sake.  I would like to -- Instead of giving you a bunch of critical things 
and specifics, I would like to tell you a story to kind of break the ice a little bit, because the 
story tells a little bit about what we do at the Children’s Home.  We have a huge 4-H 
Program and 4-H has created a lot of extracurricular activities.  Even though the kids are 
encouraged to be in the extracurricular activities in the schools and in the Churches, but 
they also have to participate in 4-H.  Well, part of 4-H is having a farm – we have 80 acres 
in Fremont, Nebraska.  We moved there in 1915 from Plattsmouth, Nebraska, and that farm 
takes constant maintenance.  We have one maintenance guy and me, and the rest of the 
crew and the children make up the rest.  So we had big flood , plus we had a couple of 
beavers who made some dams in our creek – Rawhide Creek -- that is part of the name of 
our 4-H Club, “The Rawhide Wranglers”, and we had a major blockage --a bunch of 
garbage a behind one of the beaver dams broke.  So, I and 3 girls – high school girls -- 
went down there to the creek to clear that, and we had to put waders on and go in there to 
do the job right.  One of the girls is named, Meagan, and the other two girls – one of them 
in particular kind of  touched my heart because when she moved in she had a belt buckle – 
she had a John Deere truck on her belt buckle, so I was really impressed.  But she and 
Meagan and the other girl were the three I brought down there with me.  Well, one of the 
things that was in the water looked like a beach ball that had been in the water just a little 
too long, and I asked the girl that had the John Deere belt buckle, I said:  “Take a stick and 
poke that thing so we can get it out of here.”  Well, Meagan was standing right by it, and the 
girl poked the beach ball.  The beach ball ended up being a “bloated” cat!  So the fun part 
about that is, Meagan was standing right over it; Meagan started gagging, and to this day, 
15 years later, she is known as “Gagging Meagan”.  (Laughter)  And so that is just some 
of the little fun we have out there.  As I mentioned before, we moved out to Fremont in 
1915, and we can house up to 30 children at any time.  COVID has got us slowed down a 
little bit because, you know,  we had to make for a safe environment and follow the  
different guidelines and protocols.  So,  we are in the business right now of rebuilding and 
we have almost half the children back on campus.  We are training new staff and teaching 
new staff how to deal with all of it. 
      The children we serve -- the communities that we serve, it was policy of the 
membership until the 1960’s that a child could not move out to the Home unless he or she 
was affiliated with Masonry or Eastern Star, and that has been changed, of course.  But the 
children that we take – and I say this in kind of a negative tone --  we are not a therapeutic 
group home, so if a child has some major psychiatric stuff going on, we would probably 
help that family find a different out-of home placement or maybe some resources in their 
town for them to take care of that psychiatric illness that that child might have.  So once we 
figure out if it is a child that we can possibly help—what we kind of figured out is that we are 
dealing with children whose parents – and this isn’t all the parents -- about 90 percent of 
the children out there have parents who have made some bad decisions throughout the 
child’s life and it really affected the child in a very adverse way.  So, those are the kids that 
we deal with; the children have to be  cooperative and want the help.  And the help we offer 
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is a pretty normal, basic safe environment for them to live in and hopefully thrive.  But now 
we have moved into using our 4-H program as kind of a way to keep them constructively 
busy and to offer them a way to become proficient in a possible vocation skill.  Currently, 
we have  two-car garages and those office buildings that we have welding shops in, 
carpenter shops, woodworking shops, electrical, and some gardening shops.  So what we 
would like to do is centralize all of that because sometimes we have to have teachers teach 
different things, and getting the teachers from one end to the other end is somewhat of a 
challenge sometimes.  It would be nicer than we currently have – not imperative, but I 
guess I should say it would be a nice luxury to have, so we have started that process and 
we have moved some dirt already.  We are hoping to collaborate  with the Public School 
System – and that agreement has not been made yet, but we are hoping to collaborate with 
the Public Schools, which have been very good to us.  They could also thrive off of that 
building that we hope to construct and for our  children, too, could not only get 4-H credits, 
but they can get credit in school for some of the projects that they work on and the 
knowledge that they gain from that.  So we are looking forward to spending the next 2 to 5 
years building that technology shop for the children and increasing what we offer to the 
children who live out there.  So in summary, we serve the membership and we serve the 
community by helping the children and families through their need of out-of-home 
placement services.  Thank you. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Thank you, Brother Ron.  We appreciate your comments.  He is very 
humble. Everything comes with a huge price tag and so if you have the means and the 
urge, there are probably not many places in the state that are as good as this to spend your 
money on.  So again, thank you, Ron.  Now, speaking of those worthy places, I would like 
to introduce Mary Russell, who is Executive Director of the Nebraska Masonic Home, and 
her Assistant, Steve Barchus, who is Director of the Nebraska Masonic Home Foundation, 
in Plattsmouth, and I would like for them to share some thoughts with us.  Mary? 
 
Mary Russell, Executive Director, Nebraska Masonic Home:  Thank you, Brother Bruce.  
What we want to do is let you know about some updates and share with you news about 
some changes for admission into the Home.  During 2020, there have been a lot of 
challenges for everybody, and the Home has been hit the hardest, and although we did not 
completely keep COVID out of our building -- we did have possibly a dozen residents who 
tested positive, but only four actually got sick, and nobody died.   We did have probably 
about 20 employees that did test positive.  Most of them had some symptoms, but only two 
of them got sick.  But through all of that, our  Board has been working on things like our 
criteria.  Right now, we are in a Green Zone, so we have to go by our  County to see what 
we can do.  But right now, we are having visits to see the Residents  They have to make 
appointments, and our activities are getting back on track.  It has been a challenge, but 
everybody has been great. 
      And through this Pandemic, our Board continued to establish the criteria for admission.  
It is exciting for us to be able to allow more people to enjoy living here.    The changes are:  
There are two different ways you can come to the Home:  One is the Private Pay Plan and 
the other is Fraternal Way -- that used to be called the Regular Way.  So -- the years of 
membership for a Nebraska Mason has been lowered to 2 years of continuous membership 
and be in good standing.  This is for the Private Pay Plan or Fraternal Way.  No longer is 
there an age – it used to be 40; if you were under 40, you had to have so many years in – 
after 40, you had to have 7 years in – that has gone away.  For a Mason with membership 
outside the Grand Lodge of Nebraska’s jurisdiction, continuous membership – and is in 
good standing, this continues to be 5 years for the Private Pay Plan.  We may have to do 
something different, with all those “p’s getting in here!  But they must prove that they can 
pay privately for 5 years.  Admission for female relatives of Masons has also been 
expanded to include  Great Granddaughters and Mother-in-laws of a Master Mason.  So if 
you are a member of the Order of the Eastern Star in Nebraska -- you have to have been a 
member for not less than 2 years and in good standing – is eligible for admission with a 
Nebraska Mason relative.  That relationship would qualify Stepdaughters, Stepsisters, 
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Stepmother, Niece, Aunt, Sister-in-law, Sister, Half-sister, Mother-in-law; Grand Niece, 
Adopted Daughter, and a Daughter-in-law. 
      For a female member of the Order of the Eastern Star other than Nebraska  -- you have 
to be in not less 5 years and in good standing, and with an eligible  Masonic relative that is 
from another jurisdiction which is recognized by the Grand Lodge of Nebraska, and they 
meet the 5 years of continuous membership in a non-Nebraska Grand Lodge jurisdiction.  
Such applicant shall be eligible to apply for the Private Way Plan.  At the end of 5 years 
with the Private Way Plan, they would be eligible to apply for the Fraternal Way.  The 
Fraternal Way means that we financially take care of you and all your needs; your Social 
Security would be turned over and any pensions you have would be turned over to the 
Home, but the Home financially takes care of everything else.  So that relationship for those 
folks, that would be the same:  Stepdaughter, Stepsister, Stepmother, Niece, Aunt, Sister-
in-law, Sister, Half-sister, Mother-in-law, Grand Niece, Adopted daughter, Daughter-in-law.  
      We are really excited about the new changes for the admission to the Home.  That will 
open it up  -- as you well know, women outlast the men; so that will open it up to an awfully 
lot of folks and over the years Eastern Star has asked but could not come in.  But please 
don’t hesitate to call me or Chris Abbott, she is my  Admissions Coordinator, if you have 
any questions regarding the recent changes to our Admission criteria.  So, we are really 
excited about this going forward.  So we thank you, and by the way, Bruce Baker used to 
be on our Board and he is the one that kind of got all this rolling about opening up that 
criteria.  So thank you, Bruce.  (Applause) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  The beauty of live broadcasting -- believe it or not, we do have a 
script in front of us – and the script says:  “Karan”.  So I am sorry to disappoint you, please 
forgive me.  Thank you to our Homes for coming and sharing and encouraging us as to 
how we can benefit from this information – and how you are a benefit to our members as 
well – truly!  Thank you. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  In addition to our Homes, we had the opportunity and avenue to 
serve through the dogs!  That sounds weird – but you understand!   Years of dreaming, 
planning, and of hard work could not have derailed the momentum that has been brought to 
reality by achieving a 501c3 Status for our OES Star Dogs in Nebraska.  What a milestone!  
It is a privilege to have been a small part of the journey and achievement.  And for the first 
time at a Grand Chapter Session, it is my honor to present Sister Betty Kirby, Past Grand 
Matron and President of the Board of Directors for the Order of the Eastern Star “Star Dogs 
of Nebraska, Incorporated.”  Sister Betty: 
 
Betty Kirby, PGM:  Thank you, Brother Bruce.  Good afternoon to everyone – whether you 
are here in a Bubble at the Younes Center or whether you are attending via our Facebook 
feed,  Antone France wrote: “To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also 
dream.  Not only plan, but also believe.”  I have told many Eastern Star members that the 
formation of the OES Star Dogs of Nebraska was a dream come true for me.  The vision of 
our Past Most Worthy Grand Matron Rennie Ofton was an inspiration to all of her Special 
Project Committee for Service Dogs back in 2009.  With Rennie’s dedication to the project, 
along with the efforts and hard work of our current Most Worthy Grand Matron Sister 
Marianne Shenefelt, that vision has become a reality for the members of the Nebraska 
Grand Chapter.  
      When Worthy Grand Matron Karan and Worthy Grand Patron Bruce asked to meet with 
me in 2018, they proposed for their Special Project the “dogs”, and at that time, they 
planted the seed for creating a 501c3 for the Nebraska Grand Chapter.  And today, I am 
standing here, with the first address of this new charity for our jurisdiction, and this is only 
after much effort on the part of so very many people.  The OES Star Dogs was officially 
recognized by the State of Nebraska on November 20, 2019.  We received our official 
approval from the IRS recognizing our Federal Tax Exemption on January 13, 2020, and 
then the Pandemic hit and everything came to a halt while our country and the world dealt 
with this new reality.  However, the Pandemic didn’t stop all of our work for the OES Star 
Dogs.  We were consulting with BMG Certified Public Accountants via email and phone and 
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received their advice on how the Grand Chapter of Nebraska could act as a task group for 
receiving funds for our new charity without interfering in any way with the Grand Chapter’s 
own Tax Exempt status.  By having the 501c3 status, the OES Star Dogs of Nebraska can 
solicit corporate funds, we can solicit personal funds, we can solicit funds from the State, 
and still meet the Tax Exempt status. 
      Our first organizational meeting was held on June 28, 2020.  A Board of Directors was 
elected as well as the Officers of the new Corporation.  Funds were received from our own 
Service and Therapy Dog Committee for the seed money of the Corporation and a bank 
account was then opened and a Post Office Box was as well.  We have had several more 
meetings since then.  We have adopted our official logo, we have approved the introductory 
brochure, and finished the other business that is always required for any new charity. 
      On January 1, 2021, we had our official “kick off” event, and what a great success that 
was!  Even though conditions required most of the event to be via Zoom or Facebook Live, 
the central hub was at the Scottish Rite in Lincoln and 30 people there attended in person; 
however, the events of the evening were watched via Facebook by over 450 people.  Gift 
packets containing the charity brochure, a car magnet and handmade cloth facemasks 
were provided to all guests that had sent in an RSVP.  A virtual auction was held and 
approximately  $2,700 was raised that evening.  We are looking forward to continuing this 
type of events again in the future and we encourage all of you to help make this next one 
as much of a success as the last.  
      Serving this past year on our Board of Directors were Nan Rix, Lorrie Bryant, Judy 
Wehrbein, Cyn Norman, Dian Larsen, Rick Myers, Beth Benson, and myself.  We would 
love to talk to you regarding the possibility that this new venture gives to our Chapters’ 
outreach efforts within your own community.  The Worthy Grand Matron, the Worthy Grand 
Patron, and the Grand Secretary of the Nebraska Grand Chapter are always invited to our 
Board Meetings so that we can stay in touch with the efforts of Grand Chapter.  However, 
just as in our Initiatory work, we are no part of Grand Chapter.  We are now in the process 
of soliciting Committee Members for both Technology Committees and a Special Events 
Committee.  If you are interested in helping on either of these committees, please drop by.  
We would love to have your help and your contribution to this charity. 
      In closing, I would like to share our Mission Statement for the OES Star Dogs:  “The 
OES Star Dogs of Nebraska Incorporated advocate and support organizations and 
individuals that train and provide qualified Service Dogs to  individuals who aspire to 
achieve independence and also to provide qualified therapy dogs for comfort and service to 
mankind.”  Please join us in our efforts.  We need your time and your talents to make this 
charity a success.  This is a charity where you and/or your Chapter can make a huge 
difference in your own community, whether it be a therapy dog for your schools and nursing 
homes, hospitals, or a service dog for a wounded veteran or a veteran who has returned 
recently but now suffers PSTD.  This charity provides an opportunity for you to become a 
partner with others in your own community who are outside the Masonic Fraternity.  
Perhaps it will provide the impetus for others to even consider joining your Lodge or your 
Chapter.  Let’s talk soon!  Please stop by our table in the hallway; pick up a brochure or 
contact us.  Our brochures have our email address and you always know where to find or 
contact me. 
      In closing, I have asked Albert to go ahead and once more -- I know a lot of you have 
seen this, but he is going to play a video that had been prepared for the Service and 
Therapy Dog Committee, and it is called “Through the Eyes of Louie.”  I think the impact of 
Service Dogs is expressed so well within this video and while you are watching it, think 
about what it can do in your community.  Thank you. 
 
(The video was shown on the screen in the East, in each of the Bubble rooms 
and on Face book.) 
 
            “HOW WE SPEAK” 
            “Communications Build our Strength” 
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(A short video excerpt from the “I Love Lucy” TV Show was shown on the big 
screen in the Grand Chapter Room, in each of the Bubble rooms and on 
Facebook.) 
 
When I was a kid, I loved watching the “I Love Lucy” show.  Lucy was always getting into 
some kind of is miscommunication or misunderstanding and though it makes for a really 
funny television show, it doesn’t make for a really fun organization.  Have you ever received 
a newsletter and you wondered why was this even sent out?  I am not talking just about 
OES, it could be your Church, your kids in school back in the day, your neighborhood 
association.  You would actually think the person who wrote the newsletter was doing it just 
for the sake of doing it.  It was a box to be checked.  We are not just communicating just for 
the sake of communicating; we have to communicate with a purpose.  Communication is 
the lifeblood of an organization -- all communications – verbal, nonverbal, written, visual, 
digital, even multi-media; when we stand up to make announcements during Chapter 
meeting.  Every communication that we do for the sake of the organization needs to be 
taken seriously, because it is important!  Communicating in different ways shows that we 
care.  It allows others to receive our message in a format that is acceptable and it builds 
relationships.  I know sometimes we think we need to be funny or we need to turn things 
into a joke, and we all like to have a good time, but in order for the person giving the 
information and the person receiving the information to have the best possible experience, 
we must have open, honest, and constructive communication. What this looks like 
practically speaking, is that when we are sharing information to a large group, whether it is 
in the Chapter Room or written in a newsletter, we need to keep in mind who is receiving 
the information and not assume they already know what is going on.  Open communication 
means sometimes we need to remind people of a  little background, especially if some of 
our members may have been a little distant during this past year or perhaps they are new 
to the Masonic family.  Taking the time to bring everyone up to speed not only helps people  
understand what we are trying to say, but it lets them know that we care that they 
understand.  We meet them where they are; we include them.  Here is the exchange that 
happens:  When the sender and the receiver are in two different places in their 
communication understanding, confusion and miscommunication is the result.  In 
communication interaction, we both can get frustrated by  insensiitivity or a lack of 
coordination or even perhaps ambiguity, all resulting from ineffective communication.  If we 
focus on strengthening communication, we can avoid miscommunication.  It was funny in 
our example, but I know we all have memories of times when miscommunication led to 
poorly functioning events or worse yet, hurt feelings that can last for years.  Strengthening 
our communication serves both the sender and the receiver.  The person sharing the 
information can feel confident that what needed to be shared, was.  And the person 
receiving the information has a sense of inclusion and is not left with unanswered 
questions.  This can lead to better attended events, more meaningful experiences, and 
more participation because people understand what is going on, why it is going on, and 
what they can do to be part of it.  If you are the one sharing information, it is helpful to try 
and think of every question that could be asked and then try and provide an answer in your 
communication.  This is especially important in written communication because the sender 
and the receiver are not in the same space for the communication.  If you are the one 
receiving the information, there will be times when they are questions and constructive 
communication is critical.  How can my question help others?  Am I  I asking the question 
because I want to understand better or am I asking the question because I don’t like what’s 
being proposed?  And that may seem small, but communication is what builds 
relationships.  We all need to be aware of how we relate to one another in order to provide 
the best relationship and organizational environment. Organizational behavior – how we 
interact with each other – is what motivates us to work together in more effective ways for 
our common goals.  We have so many ways to communicate today:  Newsletters, Email, 
Facebook, Twitter, WebPages, text messages, phone calls and if there is anything good 
that came out of the Pandemic is that it gave us a reason to stretch ourselves and use 
methods like Zoom skills that we would not have otherwise imagined ourselves using. 
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      During this past year, I found it hard to motivate myself to do this or that, and there was 
Karan and Bruce urging us to stretch ourselves, to make a silly video, or to find and 
participate in some other way to stay in touch; the communication to promote motivation.  It 
got me motivated to be involved.  If I am informed about what is going on,  I am engaged 
and excited to be included in your activity.  I care about you and about your efforts to 
succeed.  By communicating with me, I am able to support you.  In turn, if I inform you 
about what is going on, you reciprocate and we both benefit mutually from our effective 
communication and inclusion.  Communication plays a crucial role in everyone’s individual 
attitude.  A well-informed group will have a better attitude than a less informed group.  Our 
Chapter Meetings, Facebook Groups, WebPages, Emails Groups, YouTube Channels, 
Nebraska OES Website, mail and Emails to each other, Grand Chapter publications, and 
all other forms of written or oral communications help in molding our attitudes and 
motivation.  Studies have found  a strong relationship between the level of communication 
in an organization and the satisfaction of that organization’s membership.  If we want 
healthy Chapters, we need to strengthen our communication – all of our communication. 
      So let’s get back to that newsletter you received – that had you shaking your heads -- 
what was the purpose of it?  How can we improve it?  How can we show we care and build 
relationships?  We can do this by communicating with a purpose, through open, honest, 
and constructive means, and by being as inclusive as possible with the information that we 
have.  Cast the net wide and you will stand a greater chance of having a more plentiful 
result. 
 
(The big screen showed the end of the “I Love Lucy” video segment.) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Thank you, Sister Sheli, and I appreciate that you took your own 
advice and you didn’t have any humor involved with your communications message!  
(Laughter)  While I was watching that, it occurred to me – and Sheli made reference to the 
fact, that during this last year or more like 15 months during this Pandemic, we retired on 
hold – or as Sister Betty would say, “on P-a-w-s” – but in any case, the Bubble got to you 
that even if the opportunity of a traditional Tuesday where we do introductions, and then 
there would be introduce the ones doing the introductions, so with that being a tradition that 
you don’t want to completely do away with, I would like to introduce a Past Grand Master – 
I am going to introduce him later but I would like for him to have the opportunity to step into 
this fray of making an introduction to see if we can get some of that rust off.  Brother Rick 
Myers, Past Grand Master. 
 
       “Out Into Our Community”  
 
Rick Myers, PP (169):  Thank you, Brother Bruce.  So this is especially dedicated to my 
friends and allies in Bubble 3 – the youngest Bubble in the Younes – And I’d like to 
introduce you to Past Grand Master Bruce Baker, who  served so many years ago that 
none of us really remember his accomplishments, but we treasure the memory of what was 
probably good  service.  (Laughter)  Most Worshipful? 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  What?  Thank you., Most Worshipful.   I do appreciate Sheli’s 
message of keeping the humor down, because I know that was meant to be a joke.  I mean 
with all those accomplishments, how could you not remember them?  
 
Rick Myers:  That’s true! 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  In any case, let’s see what the script says here -- it is my honor and 
privilege – it truly is – to introduce to you, Brother Rick Myers, a Past Grand Master, and we 
do remember his accomplishments! 
 
Rick Myers:  I was honored and pleased when the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy 
Grand Patron asked me to speak today on engaging your community. So I gave thought, 
“What does that mean?”, and I came across three things that you will agree with me that 
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are true.  One is that hardly anyone outside our membership has a clue what Eastern Star 
is about or what it does.  Ninety-nine percent of your town won’t join your Chapter because 
they have no clue what you do or who you are.   It occurred to me that I think most 
Chapters want to give back to their communities, but the communities aren’t involved in 
deciding what the Chapter will do that will benefit them.  This reminded me at this point that 
while those things are true, my high school Speech Teacher told me that you must always 
incorporate humor into your public presentations.  A, it lightens the load of having to sit 
through all these minutes, and secondly, you can find out by his laughing who is actually 
listening to you.  So, with that in mind, I “Googled” jokes about engaging your community.  
Strangely, I could find none, so I decided to tell you a joke that I like that has nothing to do 
with the topic, and this will enable me figure out who’s listening and also to find out your 
level of attention. 
      So, Kermit the Frog one day was driving along in his automobile and he was going to 
meet his love for lunch and Kermit was so excited about this process that he parked his car 
in front of the restaurant in a “No Parking” zone”.  After his lunch with Miss Piggy, he went 
back to his car and to his surprise, Kermit the Frog’s car was missing -- it was gone.  Do 
you know what happened to his car?  It was “Toad”!  (Laughter) 
      Okay, so we have got the attention of at least half of you – that’s a good thing, so let’s 
talk about what we are going to speak about today.  We are going to talk about what is 
“engaging your community” – what does that mean?  Why your Chapter should engage in 
your community, some events that will help you in that regard, and lastly, a positive effect if 
you will thus engage in your community. 
      Another bit of humor – you have all heard of Murphy’s Law:  “What can go wrong, will 
go wrong”?  But how many of you have you heard of Cole’s Law:  “That julienne cabbage 
and  some creamy dressing”?  (Laughter)  I thought that was entirely appropriate – didn’t 
you, Bruce? 
      So what is “engaging in your community”?  Engaging in your community is reaching 
out, opening the curtain and touching those in your town.  We are a secret and I think you 
recognize that..  Most non-members don’t have a clue what we do or why.  So let us think 
about ways non-members can gain a first impression of our Chapters.  I suggest you think 
about making a two-year or five-year plan to keep the momentum moving.  It shouldn’t be 
just a year and one Matron or one Patron.  But let’s question why you would ever want to 
do this.  Why should your Chapter engage your community?  If we want to do charitable 
things in our community, they need to know who we are and what we are and not fear us 
and not find us to be a secret.  Because as I said, 99 percent of your town are not members 
and don’t know why they should be members.  So in a sense, engaging in the community 
can have an advertising effect – advertising your good deeds and what you do, and it will 
have a beneficial effect on increasing membership, which we are all interested in doing.  
So, ask for input from the town to provide ideas for where your programs should be 
provided or what your community outreach should benefit.  Because those who are 
involved in helping you make the decision, will buy into the program and find it to be 
beneficial and they will think it is a good idea when you do it.  If you get town members 
involved in your decisions processes, it will result in their interest in you programs, and we 
will all benefit from the new ideas innovated that will come from that process. 
      For example, if you ask town members to get involved in your selection of scholarship 
recipients or spread out applications for scholarships, you get them involved in the process 
of your program, gets them  to realize what good work you are doing, and some of them will 
be interested in joining you. 
      Let’s talk about some specific events that would help.  Sponsor an informational 
session on a town issue – it might be valuable in many communities – a school 
construction proposal, a change to a highway system, a matter needing discussion.  Why 
not have our Chapter be the group that to get the citizens together to talk with our 
Government representatives; be a sponsor of that get together. 
      Secondly, you can ask for their input on what the Chapter should do charitably.  Most of 
us give away scholarships.  We all should be getting involved in providing therapy dogs; 
maybe we need to get involved in a park cleanup.  Why not have a discussion where the 
town establishes ideas for our charitable outreach; they will buy into and they will realize 
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you are doing these things and they will probably have a favorable impression of us, where 
before they thought we were simply a secret order that they didn’t understand. 
      Why not honor your teachers or your government leaders or town or village council 
members.  Have a dinner and invite the town to come in to share that you appreciate their 
volunteer service to the community.  It shows you are good citizens and the benefit is that 
they may find out that you like the same things that they do and they honor the same things 
that you do. 
 
      Why not have an Awards Scholarship, whether it is a Band, Academic, or other school 
scholarship at an Awards Night.  Invite all of the community to come in and watch the 
awards ceremony when you award your scholarships.  Again, they will get a favorable 
impression of what you think is a good idea. 
      How about sponsoring a seminar to show what therapy dogs can do and why you 
provide them to the community?  It might be an actual opportunity to provide a therapy dog 
to someone in your community and while you are there, Past Grand Matron Betty would 
ask that you collect a donation or two, for OES Star Dogs of Nebraska, which is our  501c3 
charity. 
      Create a long-range plan for outreach in the community.  Again, don’t make it a one-
year program.  If you only do this once, it is not going to reach many people.  The second 
or third time you honor your civic leaders, you should get better attendance.  It would be 
more effective every time you have an event, so repeat them.  Eventually word will spread  
-- word of your Chapter’s good deeds will  spread, and you will find that you are getting 
people to support you and enjoying it, hopefully.  You will always be in charge.  Your year 
as Matron or Patron or Conductress passes by very quickly, so why not have a long-range 
repetitive plan that your successors can build on and make better? 
      And another true story from the annals of humor:  Worthy Grand Patron Bruce and his 
buddy were out hunting deer one day, and they were lucky enough to shoot a big deer and 
were dragging it by the rear leg back to the truck when a Park Ranger came by.  He 
pointed out that the hide on a deer goes to the back of the animal so it can get through 
bushes without getting tangled.  So he suggested to Bruce and his buddy if they would 
simply turn around and drag the deer by the antler end, that it would be much simpler to 
drag the deer back to the truck because it was quite heavy.  So after a while of doing that, 
Bruce’s buddy said, “You know, I must admit, the Ranger was right, this is a lot easier.”  
And Bruce said:  “Yeah that’s true, but we are getting further and further away from our 
truck.”  (Laughter)  Now, how does that tie into what we have been talking about?  I finally 
found a way to tie it in.  Many of our Chapters are dragging it the easy way, but they never 
reach their goal.  If you want to achieve a goal of community involvement, community 
engagement, and better advertising, go into your community – I know it is the hard way, but 
it is well worth doing!  Thanks for the opportunity to be here and to talk to you. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Thank you, Most Worshipful.  And now the script says I should be 
introducing someone else – Karan? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Betty Garwood. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Oh yes, Betty Garwood.  Should I read Betty’s introduction? 
 
Rick Myers, PP (169):  No one needs an introduction to Betty Garwood.  Did you know 
that Betty Garwood was initiated in 1971 – that is the year I graduated Law School – that 
means we are both old!!! 
 
  C AND C SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
       “Caring and Compassion for our Chapters” 
 
Betty Garwood, PGM (301): Thanks, Bruce.  Somewhere I missed the memo that this is 
the Comedy Hour and I am sorry, but my two pages of dog jokes are out there in my other 
notebook, so you are just going to have to get this report instead. 
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      In April of 2019 – this is a the Report of the C & C for our Chapters or the term for our 
Care and Compassion Special Committee.  The members of the committee are:  Joni 
Bennett, Past Grand Matron; Susie Baker, Past Matron; Michael Donham, Past Grand 
Patron; Fran Crowe, Past Grand Patron; Carol Luther, Past Grand Matron; Susan 
Andreasen, Past Grand Matron; and myself. 
      In April of 2019, Worthy Grand Matron Candy Martin shared some of the stresses and 
concerns she faced after recent consolidations during her year as Worthy Grand Matron.   
Consolidations are not necessarily made in heaven nor are they easily consummated, and 
some decisions are made that everyone wants to make.  A Worthy Grand Matron and the 
Grand Secretary do their best to give the Chapters considering consolidation the 
information they need to proceed or reconsider.  During the conversations with several 
interested Chapters, the question was raised twice, “Could we be doing more to assist our 
Chapters before they get to the point of meeting with the Worthy Grand Matron and the 
Grand Secretary?” The Grand Chapter policy of non-interference in Chapter business is 
traditional and positive; however, as our membership ages and our Chapters have fewer 
active members, the question was raised:  “Are we leaving our Chapters to fend for 
themselves in assessing all the options  available to them?  Could some past or personal 
experiences shared with the Chapter trying to make the best decisions for their members 
and situations be helpful?”  Also, the District Grand Supervisors often note in the reports 
following their Schools of Instruction when a Chapter is struggling.  We have a Charters 
and Dispensations Committee which, after notice from the Worthy Grand Matron, contacts 
the Chapter who has not registered their Credentials for 2 years.  More questions:  “What 
happens between the time the Supervisor notes the concerns often expressed by the 
Chapter Officers and the time the Chapter is contacted by the Charters and Dispensation 
Committee?”  Should we be asking those struggling Chapters what we can do to help?  
Without interfering, can we be offering a shoulder to lean on, someone to talk to who cares, 
or someone to just listen to what is happening.  
      In that initial discussion in April of 2019, those present engaged were all compassionate 
Past Grand Matrons and the consensus was we should be doing something to help our 
Sisters and Brothers.  I asked at the time the Associate Grand Matron, Sister Karan 
Birdsall, to see if a Special Committee for the purpose of reaching out to, listening to,  and 
responding with fraternal love to the needs of the Chapters might be established.  Such a 
committee would provide assistance to meet the Chapters concerns and to offer options for 
consideration prior to following the Law considering consolidation.  Other responses to 
matters affecting the Chapters might also be established.  Sister Karan talked with the 
Associate Grand Patron, Brother Bruce Baker, and they were very interested and willing to 
establish a Special Committee to have Grand Chapter be more proactive in helping the 
struggling Chapters,  The Caring and Compassion Committee, better known as the “C & C 
Committee” was born. 
      Seven Committee members were appointed in May of 2019 and the Committee met 
first at the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron’s reception in 2019.  We 
developed a survey to be emailed to each Chapter asking for an assessment of how they 
saw the condition of their Chapter and those issues they would like help to address., and 
some Chapters were saying they didn’t get that survey.  The survey did go to the Worthy 
Matron and she had the option of sharing it with the Chapter getting help or simply 
answering herself.  We were presuming how Chapters were doing, but maybe they didn’t 
see it that way, so that was the point of this survey. 
      We met at the All Committee Meeting in October of 2019 with the goal to develop a 
Mission Statement and more guidelines, definitions, and goals.    Generally, this Committee 
is a shoulder to lean on, a sounding board, and someone to offer ideas and information to 
struggling Chapters, if they want it.  Committee members were available to travel to the 
Chapter meetings if requested to do so.  We offered to work one-on-one with Chapters; to 
establish a rapport and trust in a compassionate and loving relationship.  Our task was not 
to fix their problems, but to help Chapters work through the process and consider options in 
order to help relieve stress and worry. 
      Reports could be made to the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron and 
shared with the advancing line so that everyone was kept in touch with the Chapters and 
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the Sisters and Brothers who are trying to do the best they can for their Chapters and their 
members.  If needed, we could explore or support Grand Chapter legislature which would 
give our members more options to remain vital and caring entities in their communities.  
Our primary goal from the start was to be helping hands to meet the needs of the Sisters 
and Brothers.  Then, COVID hit.  Chapter meetings were cancelled and there was little we 
could do.  In May and June of 2020, we attempted to make wellness calls and contacts, 
leaving messages if necessary, with every Worthy Matron in Nebraska.  We sent Holiday 
greetings to every Worthy Matron or Chapter in December of 2020.  Due to COVID, the 
Committee was unable to complete planning or reach its full potential.  I have discussed the 
possibility with Sister Dottie Arent about the feasibility of re-appointing the Committee for 
another year.  And with that, if anyone wants to know about the survey results,  basically 
people were pretty honest about what was going on.  Most of you think you are doing okay, 
but you need help or you would like help.  You would just like somebody to listen.  That’s 
the point of this Committee.   We hope to get re-established – but if you need someone – if 
you need somebody to come and talk with your Chapter, just invite us to a meeting, let us 
know and we will just come and just chat and do what we can.  
      With that, I respectfully submit this report.   Betty Garwood, Past Grand Matron, 
Chairman.  Thank you. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Betty, thank you for your service.  You have all been diligent and 
please express our gratitude to the other members of your Committee.  Great work. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  I would like to invite Sister Cyn Norman and Brother Don Norman to 
join me. 
 
(Cyn and Don Norman arrived at the podium.) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  I will remind everyone of something that you may be aware of or 
really is shared by scripture, that “longevity is the reward for a well-lived life”.  Along that 
line, I have the honor and the distinct pleasure to introduce and present to Brother Don his 
50-year Masonic membership pin and certificate, and if you will bear with me, I would like to 
read this to you:  “The Grand Lodge Ancient and Free Accepted Masons of Nebraska 
presents this certificate and accompanying award to Donivan W. Norman, Ogallala Lodge 
No. 159, for 50 years of service as a Master Mason.  For more than a half a century, you 
have given of yourself,  your substance, and devotion to Masonry.  You can look back on 
your lifetime of service to our Fraternity since October 23, 1971, assisting the elderly and 
the young, promulgating the virtues of our Brotherhood and protecting its good name.  Your 
fidelity entitles you to the admiration and esteem of your Brethen and your Sisters in your 
own Lodge, and in this and any other jurisdiction in which you may so sojourn”.  And I 
would ask Sister Cyn to pin Brother Don. 
 
(PGM Cyn Norman pinned Brother Don with his 50-year pin.) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  And I present you with card for your 50 years of membership.  These 
emblems of service are evidence of the appreciation your Brethren wish to express to you.  
They set you apart as an example of fidelity, that hardiness of all good things that should 
abide in a human breast. Your period of service has not ended.  May you wear your reward 
with pride for many years; enjoy the companionship of your Brethen and inspire them to 
deeds of valor, as well as to the faithful performance of the duties to which our Masonic 
vows commit us.  Thank you.  (Applause)  And I would invite to share any words that you 
would like. 
 
Don Norman, PP (279):  I thank the Masons.  When I became a Mason -- my father was a 
Mason; both my father and my mother were Eastern Star members, and at the time, I 
guess all of the people that were Masons and Eastern Stars were the most respected and 
the nicest people in the community, and that was why I wanted to be a part of that 



53 

organization; and yet today, our best and dearest friends are fellow Masons and Eastern 
Stars.  Thank you. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:   Again, it is an honor.  Congratulations and having a Past Grand 
Matron pin be able to put your 50-pin on without drawing blood, is truly an accomplishment.  
Thank you.  Please help me congratulate Brother Don.  (Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We want to thank all of our presenters and all of the creators for 
the Tributes to our 50-year members, our Imhoff Award recipients, and those who have 
presented to help us build on the foundation that has been prepared by those who have 
diligently served.  It is time for us to stand and move forward.  Also, I want to thank Sister 
Betty also for sharing how we can reach out, how we can serve our Chapters.  We exist for 
each other and for our members.  Allow that C & C Committee to be your sounding board 
and your encouragers.  They love each and every Chapter.  And now, we are going to 
continue with just a little bit more of our “Sentimental Journey” as Sister Wanda Retzlaff, 
Past Grand Organist, and Past Matron of Mount Vernon Chapter No. 84, will share some 
music as we begin our journey to prepare for our Memorial Hour. 
 
(Various “Sentimental Journey” musical selections continued by Sister Wanda 
Retzlaff (84). 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Welcome to this afternoon session where we will recognize the 
contributions of our Grand Chaplain and pay a loving tribute to our Sisters and Brothers 
who have faithfully served our Order and have passed from this Earthly Life to their well-
deserved final reward. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  It is a great honor to begin our tribute by recognizing the gifts of 
service given throughout the years by our Grand Chaplains.  It is my honor to introduce 
Brother Don Norman, who served our Grand Chapter as the  Grand Chaplain in Sister 
Anita Sohm and Brother Jim Taylor in their “God Bless the U.S.A.” Session.  Brother Don. 
 
       SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
      “Leading our Chapters in their Devotions” 
 
Don Norman, PP (279):  Thank you.  First of all, the title of our topic:  “Leading our 
Chapters in their Devotions”, I guess I will have to blame this on my Pandemic listening 
skills probably, because what I am going to talk to you about is – yes, the duties of the 
Grand Chaplain and our Chapter Chaplains, but I sort of digress – but anyway, we did this 
neither to ask for forgiveness or permission, so I will do this. 
      When a Chaplain is installed, their duties are explained:  “It is the duty of the Chaplain 
to lead the Chapter in its devotions at the Altar and to perform other appropriate duties.”  
Well, one of the appropriate duties of a Grand Chaplain is the arrangement of the Memorial 
Hour to present during the Grand Chapter Session.  All of the Grand Chapter Sessions that 
I have attended, they have always had a “Memorial Hour,” but I didn’t know – and not 
knowing when Grand Chapter Memorial Hours began and how they were arranged, I 
decided to do some research.  And since this is not a subject you could find in “Google”, I 
decided to see what information I could in the Library of Sessions Books at the Grand 
Chapter Office.  And since it is not Google, I decided, well, I would just look at one section 
per decade and maybe I could get – not an in-depth search, but I could find some 
information and I would like to share some of that with you today. 
      Well, the first reference to a “Memorial” was found in a 1910 Session Book.  The 
proceedings read:  “The Grand Chaplain advanced to the Memorial Shrine and gave her 
report.  As names were read, two other Sisters placed white carnations on the Shrine.”  So, 
then I moved on to 1920 and then again in 1930, the  Session Books referenced an actual 
Memorial Hour and both ceremonies were similar with Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand 
Patrons very much involved in assisting the Grand Chaplain.  So then I moved on to 1940, 
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and I found a name, “The Lights of Memorial Hour, and I’ll have to read all of this directly to 
you:  It starts:  “In front of the Grand East was an attractive Garden, surrounded by a white 
picket fence.  In the Garden were two beautiful white peacocks, white doves, flowers, and 
an electric fountain, which made a perfect setting for the memorial.  Eighteen Past Patrons 
and eighteen Candle bearers entered and took their places west of the Altar, where they 
formed a Square and Compass.  Six Chaplains were escorted into the room and as they 
approached the East, the electric Gate opened and they entered the Garden.  When the 
Memorial Committee entered the room, the black velvet curtains in the East were drawn, 
revealing a white Bible and a Cross on Eagles and  an Urn, where flowers were placed as 
tributes were given.”  Well, we know that the tributes were given, but unfortunately, 
nowhere in the proceedings were the names of the departed members and no word of 
those could be found in the proceedings. 
      Well, then moving onto 1950 and the following decades, there had been pageantry, but 
no animals that I am aware of!  And during these Memorial Hours, the kept involving more 
about remembering and memorializing our departed Sisters and Brothers, a lot of this is 
enhanced to where today with the use of technology. 
      So, at the end, we are who we are, thanks to the Sisters and Brothers that  came 
before us; those whose labors and laughter, triumphs and tears, have made our Eastern 
Star world, and I trust that our Memorial Hours will continue to do those things.  Thank you.  
(Applause) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Thank you, Brother Don, for sharing the memories through your 
perspective and for having served as Grand Chaplain for the “God Bless the U.S.A.” Year.  
It is both a pleasure and an honor to introduce our Grand Chaplain, Brother Bill Raymond, 
and I invite you to give your report at this time, Brother Bill. 
 
            REPORT OF THE GRAND CHAPLAIN 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain (325):  Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, 
Distinguished Guests, Sisters and Brothers, WHAT AN EXTRAORDINARY TWO YEARS.  
First, I would like to thank you, Sister Karan and Brother Bruce, for inviting me to be a 
member of the “Enduring Hope” Grand Family.  To you two and the entire Enduring Hope 
Grand Family, thank you for your constant support and love.  It has been my pleasure to 
serve with each of you over the past two years.  Sister Marna and I are so blessed and 
honored to have shared this fantastic journey traveling across our great state as part of the 
“B Team”, meeting and sharing fellowship with our Sisters and Brothers – what fun we have 
had. 
      I need to pause for a moment to express my sincere thanks to Sister Jan Thoman, Past 
Grand Matron, and Sister Sue Hedges.  Their experience, wisdom, guidance, and 
assistance made it possible for me to succeed at fulfilling my responsibilities.  To the 
Chaplains at our subordinate Chapters, a special Thank You.  The service and care you 
provide your Chapter and our blessed Order and the love you share, honors God and 
reinforces our Enduring Hope.  It was my privilege and pleasure to meet many of you as we 
traveled across the State. 
      Serving as Grand Chaplain, I attended and worked with 15 Constellations, attended 
Iowa Grand Chapter, the Kansas/Nebraska Exchange, the Iowa/Nebraska Reunion, 
Rainbow for Girls Grand Assembly,. Supervisors School of Instruction, Shrine Bowl Parade 
and Game, Grand Representatives Fall Event, and we visited several subordinate 
Chapters.  I also helped in several initiation and installation ceremonies; meeting, working 
with, and enjoying the fellowship with our Brothers and Sisters at each Constellation, 
Chapter and event has been extremely memorable, most rewarding, and just downright 
pure fun. 
 
On behalf of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska, over the past two years, I sent cards of 
condolences and sympathy to 162 Grand Jurisdictions across the United States, Provinces 
of Canada, Bolivia, Scotland, and Italy. 
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      Nebraska’s Grand Jurisdiction was saddened by the passing of two General Grand 
Officers:  Sister Rennie Ofton, Past Most Worthy Grand Matron and Past Grand Matron of 
Texas, on September 16, 2020; and Brother Harles Creech, Past Most Worthy Grand 
Patron and Past Grand Patron of Louisiana, who died on February 25th, 2020.  We also 
grieve the loss of Sisters Mary Ann Watchorn and Anita Sohm, Past Grand Matrons, and 
Brothers Charles “Ched” House, Leslie “Les” Smith, William Parish, and James Taylor, 
Past Grand Patrons.  Sadly, over the past two years, our Nebraska Eastern Star Chapters 
lost a total of 383 Sisters and Brothers, who have gone on to the eternal home.  Their 
names will be displayed during the “Enduring Hope” Memorial Hour along with 74 other 
Sisters and Brothers, who passed away prior to my reporting years, but were not previously 
recognized and remembered.  Our thoughts, prayers, and deepest sympathies remain for 
the families, loved ones, and friends of these members as well as to the Chapters to which 
they were members.  Although we are saddened by these losses, we rejoice in knowing 
they are in the celestial home and in the presence of our Father. 
      I want to thank the members of Alpha Chapter Number 325 for all their support and love 
these past two years and a special thanks to Sisters Marna Raymond, Susanne Krishna, 
Bev Pickering, Paula Heyen, Judy Pickle, and Heather Palmer, and Brothers Bill Pickle and 
Bernie Hauber for their willing participation in and assistance with our Memorial Hour.  I 
also want to offer a special thank you to Sister Mary Ann Stevens for her beautiful music 
and Brother Albert and Sister Wanda Fisher for all their assistance. 
      Again, thank you all for everything you do.  You are truly a blessing to each other, your 
Chapter, and our beautiful Order and by your actions and love, you enrich the lives of many 
around you.  In closing, I would like to leave you with these words:  “Always have eyes that 
see the best, a heart that forgives the worst, a mind that forgets the bad, and a soul that 
never loses hope.”  God Bless You!  Respectfully submitted, Bill Raymond, Grand 
Chaplain. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  It is a honor to serve this Grand Chapter as Grand Chaplain to 
address the needs, for the devotion, prayer, comfort, encouragement, and empathy of our 
members.  Thank you, Brother Bill.  What a privilege to have you serve in the role of our 
Grand Chaplain.  Well-done, Good and Faithful Servant, for your prayers have been with 
us; your expressions of comfort and encouragement have blessed each of us.  We thank 
you for your report. 
      We will now prepare our hearts and minds for honoring and remembering those who 
have departed this Earth and have entered into eternity since last we gathered.  Please be 
in an Attitude of Prayer in preparation of this Memorial, as we listen to special live and 
recorded music from Sister Mary Ann Stevens, Past Matron, Home Chapter No. 189, and 
recorded music submitted by Sister Marcia Carlson, Past Grand Matron of Colorado.  Sister 
Grand Conductress, you will close the Bible. 
 
(The Grand Conductress closed the Bible on the Altar in preparation for the 
Memorial Hour. This was followed by live musical selections by Sister Mary Ann 
Stevens, PM (189) and a recorded piano solos by Sister Marcia Carlson, PGM of 
Colorado and Sister Mary Ann.)  
 
   MEMORIAL HOUR 
 
(The Memorial Hour was arranged by the Grand Chaplain, Brother Bill Raymond 
(325), who was assisted by members of Alpha Chapter No. 325, Bellevue, 
Sisters Marna Raymond, Susanne Krishna, Bev Pickering, Paula Heyen, Judy 
Pickle, and Heather Palmer, and Brothers Bill Pickle and Bernie Hauber (299)   
Music accompaniment was by Sister Mary Ann Stevens, PM (189).) 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain: Sisters and Brothers, in this sacred hour of our Enduring 
Hope Session, we pause to pay loving tribute and honor to the memory of our Sisters and 
Brothers who have left our presence and returned to God’s celestial home. We come not to 
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grieve but to find peace and harmony in our hearts.  May we be ever mindful and reassured 
of God’s promise in the words of Jesus, when He said, “I am the resurrection and the life.  
He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die”. Jesus also tells us, “In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.  I will come back and take you to be with 
me that you also may be where I am.”  We can trust in the Lord that He has taken hold of 
our Sisters and Brothers’ hands and led them to their eternal home with Him where there 
shall be no more death, neither shall there be any more pain.  Sister Conductress, you will 
open the Bible.  

(Memorial Hour Conductress Sister Marna Raymond, PP (325), opened the Bible 
on the Altar.) 

Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  The open bible on our altar is symbolic of our faith that 
God’s words of comfort, strength, peace, love, inspiration, and Enduring Hope are always 
accessible to us.  Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we come to Thee in this hour of meditation, 
not to mourn but to remember and celebrate the lives of our departed Sisters and Brothers 
who have journeyed through the labyrinth of human life and have been received into their 
Eternal Home.  We thank Thee for the blessings bestowed upon us through their presence 
and labors which have so enriched our lives and our blessed order. May we find solace in 
knowing they remain in your loving care. We pray Thy Spirit be with us now, bring us 
comfort, strengthen our faith, and renew our hope for life eternal with thee.  Amen.  (So 
may it ever be.) 

(Organist Mary Ann Stevens, PP (189)  played the song, “Our Prayer” while the 
video showing “In loving memory of our Sisters and Brothers who have entered 
life eternal.  ‘At home on the beautiful hills of God, by the valley of rest so fair, 
someday, some time, when our task is done, with joy we shall al meet there’.”) 

      Tribute to 
          PAST MOST WORTHY GRAND MATRON RENE OFTON 
       AND 
              PAST MOST WORTHY GRAND PATRON HARLES CREECH  
 

Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  Since our last Grand session, our General Grand 
Chapter family suffered the loss of two members: 
 
 Past Most Worthy Grand Matron Rennie Ofton who passed away on September 16th, 
2020. Sister Rene Ofton served as Most Worthy Grand Matron during General Grand 
Chapter’s 2009 – 2012 “The Nature of God’s Love Around the World” Triennium Session.  
She also served as the Texas Worthy Grand Matron during the 1978-1979 “The Nature of 
God’s Love” session. 
 
Past Most Worthy Grand Patron Harles Creech who passed away on February 25th, 2020. 
Brother Harles Creech served as Most Worthy Grand Patron during the 2000 to 2003 
“Peace Around the World” General Grand Triennium Session and also served as Worthy 
Grand Patron of Louisiana 1980-1981 “Our Heritage in the Sand” Session.  
 
We will now hear loving tributes to our departed Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand 
Patrons who have each walked through this earthly Labyrinth of life and have touched the 
hearts of many of us who continue our earthly journey. 

First, Sister Connie Havekost, Grand Treasurer Emeritus, will give a tribute to our departed 
Sister, Mary Ann Watchorn, Past Grand Matron, 1971-1972 “World of Friendship” Session. 

        Tribute to 
        MARY ANN WATCHORN, Past Grand Matron 
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Connie Havekost, Grand Treasurer Emeritus (122):  Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron 
Karan and Worthy Grand Patron Bruce for asking me to bring this tribute to our  Past Grand 
Matron Sister Mary Ann Watchorn. 
      Sister Mary Ann Darling was born in Hooper, Nebraska to Benjamin and Charlotte 
Darling.  She graduated from Hooper High School and received her Teaching Degree from 
Midland College.  She taught in the Hooper Schools. 
      Sister Mary Ann married Dr. Merle Watchorn, a Veterinarian, and they lived  Dodge, 
Nebraska, but moved back to Hooper in 1956, where they continued to live until their 
retirement.  Sister Mary Ann and Dr. Watchorn had two sons.  Sister Mary Ann worked for 
Northern Natural Gas, which became Enron.  She traveled many places in her work and 
she and Merle moved to Sun City West in 1992.  
      Mary Ann’s Friendship Chapter life began when she was initiated on December 11, 
1945.  She was appointed many different offices through the following years.  Sister Mary 
Ann was installed as Worthy Matron of Friendship Chapter in 1962.  One of Friendship 
Chapter’s main projects in her 1962 year was to earn money to buy new drapes for the 
East wall – the whole East wall of Friendship Chapter.  The cost of the drapes was 
$352.00.  The drapes were installed during Mary Ann’s year. 
      Mary Ann entered Grand Chapter life in 1962 as a Page.  During 1963, she was 
appointed Grand Esther.  During the next 5 years, Sister Mary Ann was a Supervisor.  In 
1967, she was appointed Grand Warder and started her trip to the Grand East.  Mary Ann 
was elected to be Worthy Grand Matron for the 1971-1972 Year, along with Brother Olin 
Brake as Worthy Grand Patron.  Her session was called, “The World of Friendship” and it 
was named in honor of our own Friendship Chapter.  Worthy Grand Matron Mary Ann and 
Worthy Grand Patron Olin’s  monetary gift went towards  the sign at the Southwest corner 
of the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children.  This sign has been a landmark for 50 
years 
      Past Grand Matron Mary Ann and Dr. Watchorn retired to the Del Webb  Community of 
Sun City West in Arizona in 1992.  Sister Mary Ann kept just as busy in retirement.  She 
was a member of the Computer Club and the Nebraska Club.  She also volunteered at the 
hospital in the Del Webb Community.  Mary Ann was great about keeping in touch with 
friends and Eastern Star members.  She sent us emails by computer and by writing letters.  
In one of my letters from Mary Ann, she stated that “with all their aches and pains, they 
were doing okay,”   Then she quoted:  “However, I have noticed that people whisper a lot 
and they talk so fast – but maybe that is just in Arizona.”   
      Past Grand Matron Mary Ann Watchorn passed away on December 5th, 2019, at the 
age of 96.  She was survived by one son, David Watchorn, of Oregon.  She was preceded 
in death by her husband, Merle, and a son, Dean Allen; her committal is in the Hooper  
Cemetery. 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  Thank you, Sister Connie, for that loving tribute.  Next, 
we have a tribute by Past Grand Matron Bev Donham to our departed Sister Anita Sohm, 
Past Grand Matron, 2017-2018, “God Bless the U.S.A.” Grand Session. 
 
                  Tribute to 
   ANITA SOHM, Past Grand Matron 
 
Beverly Donham, PGM:   It is an honor and pleasure to pay tribute to Sister Anita Sohm, 
Past Grand Matron. 
      Anita Louise Munoz was born on September 6, 1946 in Canton Ohio the youngest or 
four girls.  When she was eight  years old, her mother and father packed up the girls and 
moved to Southern California to join the older sister and her family. After graduating from 
high school, she enrolled at Chaffey College.  She took a class where they found a job for 
their students and she reported to the College Athletic Director, who asked her three 
questions:  “Do you type?  Do you take shorthand?  Do you like sports?”  Well, we all know 
Anita -- answering yes to all three, she got the job.  After graduation she stayed there for 
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seven years.  She even wrote and illustrated the coach’s football playbook.  Yes, she  was 
a true sports fan, especially college football AND of course, the Nebraska Cornhuskers! 
      During this time, her friends convinced her to go with them to a dance at the Air Force 
Base about 30 miles from her home.  This is where she met Chuck Sohm, who was 
attending his first dance there that evening.  Three and one-half years later they were 
married on March 15, 1969.  They then traveled with the United States Air Force to several 
stations in the United States, England, and Belgium.  While in Belgium, she joined the Civil 
Service and in 2011 while at Offutt Air Force Base, she retired after 30 years of Civil 
Service. 
      Brother Chuck told me that Anita really was not a joiner and after he joined Lodge, he 
convinced some friends to invite her to join the Order of the Eastern Star.  She and Chuck 
were initiated August 26, 1999 and in 2005 served as Worthy Matron and Worthy Patron of 
Alpha Chapter #325 in Bellevue.  In 2013 Anita was appointed as Grand Warder by PGM 
Beverly Donham and PGP Jim Dusch for the “Stars Across the Prairie” Session.   She 
served as Associate Grand Conductress for the “Music of the Stars” Session, Grand 
Conductress for the “Beauty of the Stars” Session, and Associate Grand Matron for the 
“Trails of Faith” Session.  In May of 2017, she was installed as Worthy Grand Matron with 
Brother Jim Taylor, Worthy Grand Patron.  In August of that year, she was diagnosed with 
brain cancer and underwent surgery for removal.  When she was in the hospital and 
starting her physical therapy, she was determined to “beat” this and while in physical 
therapy, she told the therapist, “I have to do square corners’!  He doubted her, and she 
said:  “I HAVE to do square corners,” thinking of Eastern Star.  With her excellent planning 
and the love and care of Chuck and her friends, she was able to preside at the beautiful 
“God Bless the USA” Session in May of 2018. 
      The aim of Sister Anita and Brother Jim Taylor for their session was to honor those who 
are serving and have served our Country, to spread Friendship, Love and Laughter.  That 
was truly our Anita.  I don’t think I ever saw her without a smile on her face.  I also am sure 
that her favorite color was red.  In honoring our Country’s Flag, she chose the red rose, 
white orchid and blue iris as her flowers.  What a tribute!  The red rose, a symbol for love, 
beauty and perfection; the white orchid represents innocence, purity and hope; and the 
blue iris, a symbol of hope and faith.  She was a great example of each of these. 
      Sister Anita passed away peacefully on March 14, 2020, the eve of their 51st 
Anniversary.  Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic restrictions, her memorial service was then 
held on October 10, 2020 with a beautiful Order of the Eastern Star Service. 
      Anita and Chuck called me “Mom”.  I couldn’t have been prouder!  She was truly a 
friend.  Because of our friendship and to my “OES daughter”, I share the last verse of an 
Edgar A Guest poem: 
 
   The Making of Friends 
Life is sweet just because of the friends we have made and the things which in common we 
share; We want to live on not because of ourselves, but because of the people who care; 
It's giving and doing for somebody else- on that all life's splendor depends, and the joy of 
this world, when you've summed it all up, is found in the making of friends. 
      I am so very thankful that Anita was my friend, and for knowing and serving with a great 
gal and for own Sister Anita, who was such a big sports fan --- “GO BIG RED”! 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  Thank you Sister Bev for that beautiful tribute to Sister 
Anita,  Anita was very, very special in Marna and my lives.  We worked with her at Offutt Air 
Force Base for many years.  She was a close friend, co-worker, and the catalyst that 
brought Marna and me into Eastern Star.  You will now hear Past Grand Matron Marie 
Rasmussen present a tribute to our departed Brother Ched House, Past Grand Patron 
1980-1981 “Signet” Session. 

 
   Tribute to  
 CHARLES “CHED” HOUSE, Past Grand Patron 
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Marie Rasmussen, PGM:  Good afternoon, it is a privilege and an honor to pause in the 
midst of this Grand Chapter Session to turn our thoughts to the memories and loving 
appreciation of our Brother “Ched” House, Past Grand Patron.  We reverently and tenderly 
honor one who left his mark on this Grand Chapter and the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for 
Children. 
      Charles Edward House – Ched as we all know him – was born in Omaha in 1922 to 
Henry and Edna House.  In 1937, his father died of a heart attack.  Because of his mother’s 
love, her desire that Ched have the opportunity that she could no longer give him, and her 
faith and the leadership in the operation of the Home, she made a very difficult decision to 
place Ched in the Home.  His brother enlisted in the service.  Ched had visited the Home 
with his father, who played with the Tangier Temple Band.  Owaissa Chapter No. 296  in 
Omaha, of which his mother was a member, made it possible for him to enter the home.  
He lived at the home with his adopted 47 Sisters and Brothers, his adopted father, Elmer 
Harvey and mother, Mary Bruce.  Ched was 15 and just starting his sophomore year in high 
school.  He graduated from high school in 1942.  He stated that,“Those were three 
wonderful years of my life.”  He started college the next year, but instead was drafted into 
the Military.  In 1947, he married Ruby Gifford.  They were blessed with 2 children:  their 
son, David, and daughter, Leslie.  Ched  lived the majority of his live in Arlington.  In 1942, 
Ched managed and renovated Alfalfa Mills in Green Island Valley.  In 1950, he owned and 
operated the House Lumber Yard in Arlington for almost 30 years until he retired.  He was 
a member of the Arlington Church and served on numerous civic and community positions 
in his town. 
      Ched was initiated into the Masonic Fraternity in Fremont in 1946.  He later transferred 
membership to Harvard Lodge No. 52 in Arlington.  He was Secretary of that lodge for 
many years and served as Worshipful Master in 1955.  In 2018, the Grand Lodge of 
Nebraska honored Ched with the Humanity Award. 
      The Order of the Eastern Star was an important part of Ched’s early life when he 
entered the Home.  He was initiated into Serapata Chapter No. 48 in Arlington in 1952.  He 
filled several offices and served as Worthy Patron for 16 years.  Ched received his 50-year 
pin in 2002.  He affiliated with Arbor Vitae Chapter in Fremont in 2013. 
      In 1977, Sister Mary Lou Woods and Brother James DeMoss, appointed Brother Ched 
to serve as their Grand Sentinel.  He was appointed Grand Marshal by Sister Betty Paula 
and Brother Joe Lindquist.  By the members of this Grand jurisdiction, in 1979, he elected 
Associate Grand Patron and in 1980 he was elected to Worthy Grand Patron.  He served 
with Sister Helen Brannan.  Their Theme for the year was, “Light”.  When he accepted the 
position of Worthy Grand Patron, he stated:  “My heart is full of love. All our hearts are filled 
with the story of love with each other and the hope of tomorrow.”  
      It was at Achievement Day In 1979, Helen and Bob Brannan and Don and I were 
invited to Ched and Ruby’s house for lunch.  That was the day, Helen and Ched asked me 
to serve as their Grand Warder.  I am proud to say that Ched is my “Star Dad”, and what a 
wonderful Dad he was.  We have many great memories of traveling in that Grand Family 
and just being with them, and if you know Ruby, we always had music.  Brother Ched was 
a very dedicated Worthy Grand Patron.  If he was invited to an event, he always attended.  
He traveled to all the receptions for the Grand Officers and attended all the visitations, 
which that year, we had 30.  Ched said that “The best part of traveling was that he was able 
to meet with the members and visit.”  He stated, “He was truly blessed with meeting over 
10,000 members during those years, and they did more for me than I ever could have done 
for them.  They always cared and they shared.”  Ched also attended six other Grand 
Jurisdictions during his Worthy Grand Patron year.  His four years of service was truly a 
“Service of Love.” 
      In 1984, Ched was appointed to the Board at the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for 
Children and in 1986, he was elected President and served in that position until 2019, when 
he resigned and served as Vice President.  While serving in that position, he gave much 
more than the required time to do his job that he dearly loved. Over 6,000 children were 
served during his years of his term.   Those were busy years as there were 14 construction 
and renovation projects were completed while he was President.  Ched loved the Home 
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and those children.  When he spoke of them, his eyes would just simply light up.  He dearly 
loved telling everyone about the Home. 
      Brother Ched entered his Heavenly home on July 11, 2019 at the age of 94.  Yes, we 
all have memories of a life well lived, for his friendship, for his kindness, his love for our 
beautiful Order, the Children’s Home, and his love for every member.  He was an 
inspiration to each of us and we are richer for having walked with him. 
      I would like to close with Ched’s words in his farewell speech as Worthy Grand Patron 
and he meant this sincerely, “Love isn’t love until you give it away.” 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  Thank you Sister Marie for your tribute. Next, Past 
Grand Matron Cynthia Norman will give a tribute to our departed Brother Les Smith, Past 
Grand Patron, 1983-1984 “Showers of Blessings” Session. 

             Tribute To 
   Leslie E. Smith, Past Grand Patron 
 
Cyn Norman, PGM:  I was honored to be asked to  give this tribute to my first Worthy 
Patron and a true family friend.  He was truly a “people” person and a friend to many. 
      Leslie Earl Smith was born October 17, 1938 to Leslie E. Smith, Sr. and Gladys B. 
Smith in Imperial, Nebraska.  He died June 20, 2019, leaving his wife of 60 years, Sue, and 
two daughters, Melinda and Felicia, and their families, to mourn his passing.  He was 
preceded in death by his son, Leslie, and his parents, Les Sr. and Gladys. 
      While successful in farming and his real estate business, Les was a people person who 
loved to joke and make people laugh, even at his own expense.  He was kind of ahead of 
his time apparently, he saw the “paws-abilities”!  He delighted in his dog, Andy, who he 
taught to fetch Sue when he called her name – I am not sure that Sue was quite as 
delighted as Les! 
      After being initiated into Imperial Chapter No.279 and serving in many offices, including 
Worthy Patron numerous times, Les was appointed Grand Sentinel in 1980 by Sister Helen 
Brannan and Brother Charles “Ched” House, as Grand Marshal in 1981 by Sister Barbara 
Aten and Brother Ray Evers, elected as Associate Grand Patron in 1982, and as Worthy 
Grand Patron in 1983.  Les said:  “Fortunate, indeed, is the man chosen to serve this 
Grand Jurisdiction as the Worthy Grand Patron, and I express my gratitude and 
appreciation for this honor.” 
      Les served, along with Sister Arleen Kuhl, in the East at the 109th Annual Session in 
Lincoln.  The “Showers of Blessings” Session was dedicated to the beauty seen, the 
inspiration felt, and the blessings received by the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand 
Patron.  Les was pleased to attend all of the official visitations that year and 7 Grand 
Chapters during his year in the East.  After serving in the Grand East, Les served as a 
Grand Trustee and as a General Grand Chapter Committee person. 
      Both Sister Marie Rasmussen and Les’ own Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Arleen Kuhl, 
recall that Les loved to shop and on travels when they were ready to leave and he couldn’t 
find Les, he was still shopping.  But as often as not, he would show up with gifts for all of 
his travel companions.  He was a John Deere toy collector; so many times he would make 
a detour to a farm implement store to buy the latest thing or something that he didn’t have 
or maybe only had 3 or 4 of.    Ice cream was a favorite and Les knew where all of the ice 
cream shops were on their travels. 
      Les was very involved with Rainbow for Girls and served Imperial as Rainbow Dad for 
many years.  As one girl said, “He was always there for ‘His’ girls and made each one of us 
feel important.  Quick with a smile or a wink always.”  Another girl wrote that, “God blessed 
us -- so many -- by sharing you.” 
      Les will always be remembered as fun, happy guy and a tremendous friend to 
everyone.  I feel honored to count myself among those friends.  Thank you. 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  Thank you, Sister Cyn, for your thoughtful tribute. Past 
Grand Matron Betty Kirby will now give a tribute to our departed Brother Bill Parrish, Past 
Grand Patron, 2006-2007 “Love Is in the Air” Session. 
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             Tribute to 
           WILLIAM B. PARRISH, Past Grand Patron 
 
Betty Kirby, PGM:  Little did I know that when I first met Brother Bill Parrish some 20 years 
ago, when he was the Grand Chaplain for Sister Dee Schuetz and Brother Bob Attebery at 
their “Star Love Celebration” Session that he would play such a significant role in my life.  A 
tall, stately figure; I admired his style, his smile, and his wit.  I was thrilled when Sister Cyn 
Norman and Brother Mike Donham appointed Brother Bill as their Grand Sentinel because 
that meant I would be able to share the next 4 years with Brother Bill and Sister Harriet as 
we made our trip to the Grand East.  Those years were filled with much love, laughter, and 
just plain fun.  We got to know each other so well and we shared so much together.  Each 
of us came into our journey with our own little quirks and idiosyncrasies, but we always 
managed to come out with hugs, smiles, and a deeper understanding of each other. 
      I hardly know where to start in my remembrance, but I think Bill wouldn’t mind my 
sharing just a few of his darker, little secrets.  Like for instance, the fact that sometimes he 
would fill a very expensive, but empty bottle of scotch with a much cheaper brand, and he 
then would wait to see the reaction of those he offered it to!  Or the fact that Bill never took 
the same road twice.  If he came into a town on one highway, it was certain that he would 
leave town on another road.  Or the fact that sometimes he would 20 miles out of his way 
just to get a cheaper gallon of gas.  The last time I saw Bill, he looked at me and with all 
honesty and with a twinkle in his eye, he said:  “You’ve put on quite bit of weight, haven’t 
you?”  Words that we know no woman wants to hear!  (Laughter) 
      And although we can laugh at those little quirks, there was so much more to Bill 
Parrish.  Few people realize that he was an accomplished guitar player and that his Gibson 
guitar was his most prized possessions.  But he put that guitar away when he lost his good 
friend that he often played with at events and neighborhood parties, and Bill would never 
play in public again. 
      He was a devoted son to his elderly mother; he was so proud of his daughter, Terry, 
and his grandchildren, and he grieved deeply over his only son, Brian,  dying.  He had a 
collection of pocketknives that my own John envied.  Bill  loved his music and his books.  
He and Harriet loved dancing, whether it was ballroom or square dancing, and they 
traveled with friends many places and many miles to enjoy and evening of dancing..  He 
hated his middle name --  Dudley.   He loved to tell funny jokes, even though some of them 
were not politically correct.   
      He loved the Nebraska highways and byways.  He spent most of his working years with 
the Department of Roads, retiring as a Maintenance Supervisor in the Grand Island area.  
He served in the U.S. Army from 1957 to 1959, and he was so proud to be a Veteran.  Bill 
was the epitome of a good Mason.  He joined  Cotner Lodge No. 297 and was raised to a 
Master Mason on October 26, 1977.  When Bill and Harriet moved to Grand Island, he took 
a Dual Membership in Ashlar Lodge No. 33 and was Master there in 1984.  He served as 
Secretary of Ashlar Lodge from 2001 through 2012.  He was also very active in York Rite.  
He was initiated into in Hasting No. 21 on January 27, 1990 and served as Commander of 
Mount Zebo No. 11 in 1996.  When he and Harriet moved to Grand Island, he affiliated with 
Andrew Chapter No. 41 and he served in various offices of that Chapter.  He served that 
Chapter as Worthy Patron 9 separate times. 
      As our term approached, Bill took a very active part in our year of planning and he was 
always at my side with help and suggestions.  He was the one who to suggest the theme 
for 2006-2007 Grand Session, “Love is in the Air.”  He wanted to change the format of 
visitations so that they were all day sessions which included initiations by our Grand 
Family,  because he felt that many could not attend Grand Chapter.  But then,  if we had 
them during our visitations, they could see our Grand Family and their beautiful work.  We 
were proud say that we initiated 17 new members at our visitations that year.  He 
suggested that we use the Sandhill Cranes as one of our fun emblems and now cranes are 
a very special part of my life due to his suggestion.  He was always by my side and could 
be counted on for anything I asked of him.  If I asked for his honest input and truthfulness, I 
got just that.  He was truly a man of his word.  
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      Bill passed away on September 25, 2019 at the Wedgewood Care Center where he 
had been for a couple of years due to his declining health. Our sympathies are extended to 
Harriet, his daughter, Terry, and his grandchildren. 
      In closing, I would like to share this thought, written by Irene Ballester:  I know Brother 
Bill is listening right now and these words, while not his own or my own, they are words that 
I am sure Bill would want to convey to this Grand Chapter today: “Take a moment and think 
about how many people have smiled because of you.  About all the lives you’ve changed 
for the better, sometimes without even trying. Take a moment to look back at all the joy 
you’ve caused and all the good you’ve done, even when you thought you might have been 
at your worst.  Take a moment to remember how much love you’ve left out there and how 
much you mattered to people just because you were you!”  Rest in peace, Brother Bill.   We 
love you and remember you, just because you were you! 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  Thank you Sister Betty.  Lastly, Past Grand Matron 
Sharlene Coulter will give a tribute to our departed Brother James Taylor, Past Grand 
Patron, 2017-2018 “God Bless the USA” Session. 

   A Tribute to 
   JAMES TAYLOR, Past Grand Patron 
 
Sharlene Coulter, PGM:  Thank you.  “This is the day the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.”  During our service, it is most appropriate that we honor the memory of 
our  Brother James R. Taylor, Past Grand Patron.  I am, indeed, privileged to have been 
invited to pay tribute to Brother Jim. 
      Jim graduated from Central High School in Omaha in 1954.  He attended Iowa State 
University briefly, but graduated from Omaha University, precursor to the University of 
Omaha in 1961 with a degree in Engineering. He married Isobel Kent in 1959 and then had 
two children:  a daughter, Carol, who has followed her dad in the U. S. Army Reserves.  
She will be retiring as a Chief Warrant Officer Third Grade in May of this year.  Son, Bob, 
has been Marriott employee for over 30 years.  Jim had four grandchildren and 4 great-
grandchildren.  Jim and Isobel would have been married 60 years in August of 2020. 
      Jim joined the United States Air Force and was selected for Officers Training School.  
He was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the United States Air Force in 1962.  
After a period of time in school in Illinois, he was deployed to Milan Air Force Base, France 
for 2 years.  From there, Jim was sent to Mountain Home, Idaho, and it was while there that 
he was recruited for a job at Metropolitan Unities in Omaha.  Jim worked at Metropolitan 
Utilities for 32 years, retiring as Director of Gas Design.  After Jim joined Metropolitan 
Utilities, he became an Air Force Reservist, something he did for 18 years.  He always 
enjoyed his connections with the military.  Jim retired from the U. S. Air Force as a 
Lieutenant Colonel in 1998.  
      Jim and Isobel always loved to travel.  They traveled to all of the states in the 
Continental United States with Minnesota their favorite, especially with their children.  They  
took several trips to the British Isles and Europe and took several cruises.  
      Jim was raised a Master Mason in October 1969 at John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290.  He 
transferred his membership to Shiloh Lodge in 1983  He was Master of Shiloh Lodge No. 
327 in 1990 and 2006.  He was appointed a Deputy Grand Custodian in 2002 and retired 
from that position in 2015.  In 2015, he was appointed Deputy Grand Custodian Emeritus.  
He would have received his 50-year Masonic Pin in 2020.  Jim was initiated into Aksarben  
Chapter No. 277 on October 24, 1983 and served as Worthy Patron in 1986, 2004, 2008, 
and 2012.  Jim was a devoted ritualist.  He wasn’t dramatic or showy in his delivery, but 
always wanted the candidate and the Chapter to take in the full meaning of the words and 
his delivery was beautiful.  Jim was Associate Bethel Guardian of Job’s Daughters Bethel 
No. 69 in 1977 for 5 years and again in 2012 for 5 years. 
      I well remember a visit to the Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum at 
Mahoney State Park on a fun weekend with Iowa.  Brother Jim served as our guide.  He 
amazed us with age, use, and retirement of the many things on display. 
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      Brother DeLoyt Young and I appointed Brother Jim as Grand Sentinel in 2014 and he 
became a member of the “Music of the Stars” Grand Family.  Brother Jim was elected 
Worthy Grand Patron in 2017 and served in the East with Sister Anita Sohm.  They 
presided at their beautiful “God Bless the U.S.A.” Session. 
      Brother Jim died June 15, 2020 at the age of 84.  We extend to his family our heartfelt 
sympathy.  He leaves for us a legacy of love, devotion, and commitment to our endeavors. 
“But we do not lose the ones we love, they only go before us.  Where there is everlasting 
life, great sorrows, tears no more.  And there the soul will always live and peace is 
everywhere.  We do not lose the friends we love, God takes them in His care.  In Him, we 
say:  Well done, good and faithful servant.” 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  Thank you Sister Sharlene and thank you all for those 
loving and beautiful tributes.  

Bill Raymond, Chaplain:  In our Subordinate Chapters, many lives have been touched 
with sorrow as some of our Sisters and Brothers were gathered by our loving Father to their 
Heavenly Home. These Sisters and Brothers have forever influenced us through their good 
deeds and acts of kindness, friendship, and faith. We offer our sympathy and prayers to the 
families, friends, and loved ones of these members and to their Chapters.  As we 
remember each Sister and Brother, we will display their name in honor of their service.  I 
ask that you note that an asterisk indicates the member passed away prior to the beginning 
of my reporting period of April 1st, 2019 but had not been recognized during previous Grand 
Chapter sessions. 

(A video was shown on the Big Screen with the names of all of the deceased 
Sisters and Brothers since the last Grand Chapter Session.  This was 
accompanied by musical selections by Sister Mary Ann Stevens, PP (189).) 

Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  The tribute today is for those who have gone before us 
to their Eternal home.  May we always reflect on and cherish the memories and influences 
each has had on our lives and the enduring hope of meeting again in that celestial home. 
      Our Order is founded upon the Bible; therefore, we have reason to believe and trust in 
its promises, especially in times of earthly loss of our Sisters and Brothers.  We are told in 
John 3:16:  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  Our Sisters will 
now remind us of the promises our Lord has given us in His Holy Book when we turn to 
Him for consolation. 
 
     Star Point Memorial Tribute 

(Each Sister approached the Altar and placed a flower appropriate to their station 
on the Altar, gave their Tribute, and then returned to their station.) 

Susanne Krishna, (325) as Adah:  In the Book of John, Chapter 14, Verse 27 Jesus said: 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  Adah represents Fidelity, reminding us to be ever faithful 
to our convictions of right and duty in preparing for an eternal home; for nothing dies, not 
even life, which gives up one form only to assume another.  If we are faithful to his work, 
we like Adah, can face death unafraid. 
 
Bev Perkins (325) as Ruth:  In the Book of Hebrews, Chapter 13, Verse 5 and Matthew, 
Chapter 28, Verse 20, our Savior said, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. Lo, I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the world.” 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain: Ruth represents Constancy, Humility and Service, 
reminding us to be constant to the demands of honor and justice, to do the work that lies 
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nearest at hand, trusting that some of the good seeds scattered through life’s journey may 
take root and spring up into deeds that shall reach all eternity. 
 
Paula Heyen (325) as Esther:  In the Book of Revelations, Chapter 2, Verse 10, we find 
this promise in God’s Holy word: “Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of 
life.” 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  Esther represents the Light of Purity and unselfish 
Loyalty and reminds us that an attitude and sympathetic contact with others in sorrow is in 
obedience to the living will.  Troubles and misfortunes have to be encountered but should 
be met cheerfully for it is the will of God. Let us never forget if we but obey the lessons of 
our Order, the Golden Scepter of pardon will be extended to us. 
 
Judy Pickle (325) as Martha: In the Book of John, Chapter 11, Verses 25 and 26, Jesus 
said unto her: “I am the resurrection and the life.  He that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.” 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  Martha represents Faith and reminds us of nature’s life 
and beauty, and that a faithful attitude should be a daily way of life. When we have the faith 
of Martha, peace comes with our acceptance of the Master’s plan and by His hand we are 
led.  Let us have Faith in an Eternal life, for life is uncertain. 
 
Heather Palmer (325) as Electa: In the Book of John, Chapter 15, Verses 12 and 13 our 
Lord said: “This is my commandment, that ye love one another as I have loved you. 
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends”. 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain: Electa represents Love, reminding us of the love shared 
by our members, one toward another, for our Chapters and for our God. Kindly acts of 
charity, integrity and forgiveness shared by all members of our beloved Order shall never 
die when love is continually practiced.  Jesus died for us that we might know that life is 
eternal. 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  Let us pray: Holy and Merciful God, we thank Thee for 
the companionship of our Sisters and Brothers who walked with us for a while and with you, 
now rest from their labors. We thank Thee for Your promise of eternal life and look forward 
to joining those who have gone before us when we answer your call to come home. For 
today, we ask Your sustaining grace upon this Grand Chapter and our beautiful Order. 
Enlarge our powers to do Your good work, teach us to be loyal to each other and charitable 
to those in need.  Dear Lord, as we feel Thy presence, let us be comforted with the hope of 
resurrection and the promise of eternal life that awaits us.  All this we ask through Christ, 
our Lord. Amen.  (So may it ever be.) 
 
(The Song, ““Hymn of Promise” was sung by Brother Bernie Hauber (299)) 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  Sister Conductress, you will close the Bible. 
 
(The Memorial Hour Conductress, Sister Marna Raymond, closed the Bible on 
the Altar.) 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  This concludes our Memorial Hour.  With Enduring 
Hope, let us look to that guiding Star of the East that for us will forever be His guiding 
Hand, until we too, are permitted to enter that celestial eternity where we may find again 
the friendship and love of our departed Sisters and Brothers.  Please remain seated and 
silent while the Memorial Team retires.  
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(All Memorial Hour participants left the Grand Chapter floor while Sister Mary 
Ann Stevens, PP (189), played the retiring song:  “God Be With You ‘Til We Meet 
Again”.)   
 
             TUESDAY 
                            MAY 11, 2021 
              
(Continuing our Sentimental Journey, musical selections were provided by Past 
Grand Organists Barbara Crowe (39), Betty Garwood (301) and Jeanne Krenk 
(153).  At the appointed time, the Grand Officers entered and Grand Chapter was 
opened informally.  The Worthy Grand Matron instructed the Grand Conductress 
to open the Bible.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sisters and Brothers, we are now pleased to pay tribute to and 
honor with our gratitude the Honored Stations of our Worthy Patron and our Organist for 
the years of 2019, 2020 to 2021.  If you were installed as Worthy Patron or an Organist in 
any of these 3 years, please stand within your Bubble and we invite you to come into the 
Grand Chapter Room if you are comfortable doing so and receive this tribute and our gift.  
We ask that you social distance as you gather; come into the Grand Chapter Room, 
through the main hallway between the Crystal and Diamond Ballrooms and turn into the 
West of the Grand Chapter Room.  Worthy Patrons, please line up to enter on the South 
Marching Line.  Organists, please line up to enter on the North Marching Line.  We 
welcome you and are pleased to pay tribute to your dedication, proficiency, loving service, 
and talent.  Worthy Grand Patron, I invite you to preside. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Sister Conductress, you will present the Worthy Patrons and 
Organists of our Nebraska Subordinate Chapters who have served in the years 2019, 
2020, and are serving in 2021.  Sister Associate Grand Conductress, you will assist. 
 
(The Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress assembled the 
guests in their proper lines on the Grand Chapter Floor.) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP: It has been my distinct honor and privilege to serve this Grand 
Jurisdiction as your Worthy Grand Patron for the past two years.  TWO YEARS??  Whew -- 
some might say it’s because of a Pandemic, while others might say it’s because I’m a slow 
learner….I will let you judge for yourselves. 
      I stand before you to honor our Worthy Patrons, and it is my pleasure to draw attention 
to this important station within our Chapters.  While it is true that the Worthy Patron is 
relegated to standing to the left of the podium and never behind it, he does have a few 
important responsibilities within the Chapter.  It is the duty of the Worthy Patron to preside 
during the Ceremony of Initiation, and insure that the new members take the Proficiency 
Test within 90 days of their initiation.  The Worthy Patron is charged with having a general 
supervision over the affairs of the Chapter, to advise and assist the officers, and act as the 
constitutional advisor to the Worthy Matron.  His knowledge of the ritual, including the 
signs, passes and wording of each Star Point, along with the law of this Grand Jurisdiction, 
is truly invaluable. 
      The Worthy Patron’s badge displays the “Square and Compass” within the Star.  The 
symbolism of the Worthy Patron’s badge openly recognizes the importance and 
commitment of the Masonic values to those in Eastern Star and Masonry, as well as the 
mutual and inseparable benefits enjoyed by both Organizations. 
      Brother Worthy Patrons, we offer our heartfelt thanks, sincere appreciation and respect 
for all you do to make our Chapters functional and the work beautiful.  Thank you, and 
enjoy this well deserved honor and tribute given in your behalf.  
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Bruce Baker, WGP:  At this time, I invite our Grand Organist, Sister Sharon McArdle, to 
present her tribute to the Organists. 
 
Sharon McArdle, Grand Organist:  I have been given the honor by the Worthy Grand 
Matron and the Worthy Grand Patron to stand before you and give tribute to you because I 
am one of you.  I know how the Chapter Room appears from behind the piano. I know 
when you have difficulty seeing what is happening on the floor and when we do look up, we 
sometimes lose our spot in the music.  Despite the stiffness in our fingers, despite the way 
our backs may hurt from the piano bench,  we need to play many of the same songs at 
each meeting.  We hope each note falls magically in place and that none will be out of tune 
and without purpose and of course, always perfectly in time.  We spend hours trying to 
master the marches, because we know we must keep that beat.  We choose very special 
songs for very special members so they would remember  those special moments.  Your 
music makes our lessons more lovely and to mesh our members to those true meanings.  
Your music makes our members happy; your music brings back so many wonderful 
memories; your music inspires us to love and to care.  Your music encourages us to do 
better; your music somehow brings comfort to those who may need it and your music gives 
all of us an opportunity at some time to vent, but most of all, your music has given our 
members hope.  Many of our Chapters have only one or two of you; you are priceless.  
Your dedication, your encouragement, your special talent is appreciated by all of the 
members.  So, thank you for bringing the music into our Chapter Rooms. 
 
(Ten Subordinate Worthy Patrons and Six Organists passed by the microphones 
at Grand Electa and Grand Adah’s stations and introduced themselves:  Linda 
Dubry, AGC, Organist (261); Jeff Alexander, WP (299); Mary Ann Stevens, 
Organist (189); Mo Krishna, WP (325); Sharlene Coulter, PGM, Organist 
(216); Keith Lindvall, WP (35); Wanda Retzlaff, Organist (84); Matt 
Vandergriff, WP (277); Betty Garwood, PGM, Organist (301); Chris Olsen, 
WP (6); Jeanne Krenk, Organist (153); David Wetrosky, AGP, WP (1); Ranilo 
Perez, WP (299); Mike Hitchcock, WP (113); Tom Anderson, WP (94); Fritz 
McMullin, WP (325)).   
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sisters and Brothers, we thank you each for your service.  It is our 
privilege to serve with you.  Thank you for choosing Eastern   Star; thank you for coming to 
Grand Chapter.  Our members share -- and Bruce can share, too, the gifts that have been 
given to our Organists and Worthy Patrons – and we will give them a moment to open it so 
they know what they have.  For our Organists that are being honored here, your  gifts are to 
the Nebraska Masonic Home in Plattsmouth.  As you know, we have been distanced -- 
entertainers have not been frequent for the residents and staff at the Home during the 
COVID Pandemic,.  And so in your honor – and in fact, I think in 2 days, Hillbilly Hal is 
invited to come to the Home and perform for the residents, followed by refreshments.  That 
program and that social is being provided in the name of and the honor of our Organists.  
Thank you.  We love and appreciate you. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Today, you have heard of hearing from our Homes and specifically, 
we heard about the Welcome Kits that the Home in Fremont, the Masonic-Eastern Star 
Home for Children in Fremont.  So, in honor of the Worthy Patrons, we will purchase a 
welcome kit, which will be given to a new resident later this summer when they return for 
school.  And so, Worthy Patrons, we really do appreciate everything you do for our 
Chapters.  I hope you understand  the light that I make about standing to the left of the 
Worthy Matron -- I am reminded about that by my wife so often, who is a District Grand 
Supervisor.  So, again, thank you for your service and I hope you appreciate the gift that 
was given in your honor. 
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(Following presentation of their gifts, the Worthy Patrons and Organists were 
given a hearty welcome and left the Grand Chapter Room to return to the 
Bubbles.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  While we prepare to retire from the Grand Chapter Room, we ask 
that you remain seated while the Grand Officers retire.   And then in just moment after that, 
we direct your attention to a presentation regarding  our Dogs and a message about the 
activities and impressive realities of our Service and Therapy Dogs have arrived at this 
time.  And that presentation will be presented by the Chairman of our Service and Therapy 
Dogs Committee, Sister Lorrie Bryant.  Following that, we will be moving into just a few  
comments and then we will have arrived at the time for our evening break to begin as we 
refresh and prepare for the evening ceremonies.  So at this time, Sister Grand 
Conductress, you will close the Bible. 
 
(The Grand Conductress closed the Bible on the Altar and the Grand Officers 
retired informally.) 
 
(A presentation was made by the Service Dog and Therapy Committee to the 
members while preparing for their breaks in their Bubbles and  the evening 
meal.) 
 
  SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
     Message from our Dogs 
 
Lorrie Bryant, Service and Therapy Dogs Committee Chairman (271):  Worthy Grand 
Matron Karan, Worthy Grand Patron Bruce, Grand Officers, Distinguished Guests, Sisters 
and Brothers:  The past 2 years, the Nebraska Grand Chapter and the Service and 
Therapy Dog Committee have been unique and did not progress as any of us necessarily 
planned.  But, nonetheless, the Committee has been busy and effective in its work to 
support qualified Nebraska organizations that train and provide service and therapy dogs to 
those in need.  Also, we take heed in our efforts in encouraging our members to support 
these organizations.  
      Members of our Committee were Sister Nan Rix and her therapy dog, Louie; Dian 
Larsen; Tammy Gass; and Betty Kirby.  Our Committee met in person and then by Zoom 
for a total of 9 times over the past 2 years.  I want to publicly thank the Committee 
members for their diligent work the past 2 years.  Like everyone, we were not able to 
provide presentations to Chapters or attend and participate in events between April 2020 
and this Grand Chapter Session.  However, during the previous 10-month period, 
Committee members were present to share information at 22 events.  Special dogs were 
regularly present at these events: often Louie and Sister Susie Baker’s therapy dog, 
Charlie, who I am happy to have here with me today.  We also enjoyed seeing Opal, the 
therapy dog placed at the Nebraska Masonic Home, Koda from the Masonic-Eastern Star 
Home for Children, as well as dogs from other Service and Therapy Dogs Organizations at 
some of our events. 
      During the past 2 years, the Committee designed and created new fundraising items to 
raise money to support Service and Therapy Dogs Organizations in Nebraska.  If you have 
not already, please check out the items at our table.  We have lapel pins, sew-on patches, 
OES Redbook Covers, note cards, dog collars and dog leashes.  We also have a few t-
shirts remaining at a “bargain” price.  All proceeds from the sale of these items benefit 
Service and Therapy Dogs in Nebraska.  Tomorrow, we will be drawing for the beautiful 
handmade quilt and pillow, created and donated by Past Grand Matron Betty Kirby.  If you 
have not yet purchased raffle tickets or want to purchase more, they are for sale at the 
table. 
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      We also recognize the generosity of Eastern Star members, who have donated money 
as memorials and gifts to the Service and Therapy Dogs Committee to help us reach our 
goal.  These monies recognize the important work of dogs and help us remember special 
people and even some of our dogs.  To recognize our OES Special Star Dogs, therapy dog 
collars and leashes were designed, created, and presented to Louie, Charlie, Opal and 
Koda – and I believe that Louie is modeling his today, so if you see him, check that out.  
We thank these dogs for their service to others and truly appreciate the people who share 
and care for them. 
      Over the past 2 years – and I want you all to listen very carefully to this – over the past 
2 years, this Committee disbursed 14,680 dollars in funds to qualified Service and Therapy 
Dogs Organizations in Nebraska.  I am going to say that again -- 14,680 dollars!  
(Applause)  We try to be good stewards in donating funds and money that we raise.  The 
organizations receiving these funds were:  $1,500 to the Nebraska Masonic Home for the 
care and expenses of Opal; $1,750 to the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children for the 
care and expenses of Koda; $1,500 to the Domesti-Pups for program expenses; $2,250 to 
each of these organizations: Uplifting Paws, Javelan; and Healing Hearts Therapy Dogs for 
program expenses; and $3,180 to the newly formed 501c3 organization, OES Star Dogs of 
Nebraska, Incorporated. 
      As we are able to resume in-person gatherings, we look forward to invitations for the 
Committee to share information at Chapter meetings and events, and even community 
events about the efforts of the Service and Therapy Dog Committee, an  important work of 
service and therapy dogs.  We encourage each Chapter to have a designated Dog 
representative that can communicate directly with the Committee, share information at 
Chapter meetings about the work of dogs, inform of special Chapter or community events 
that can focus on that.  Remember to use your Chapter’s decorative dog jar that was first 
presented here at Grand Chapter in 2018.  These jars are an easy way to support the dog’s 
project with a coin march, a dinner for dogs night at your Chapter, or a free-will offering at 
your Chapter events. 
      Thank you to each Nebraska Eastern Star member for your interest and support.  It is 
because of your dedication and interest that the work of the Committee has been so 
successful.  If you have questions about how you can help, please stop by our table and we 
will do our best to answer your questions. Our Committee offers thanks and appreciate to 
our General Grand Chapter Committee Member, Sister Judy Wehrbein, Past Grand 
Matron, and also our Grand Chapter Liaison, Sister Jan Thoman, Past Grand Matron and 
our Grand Secretary, for their support.  Additionally, the support and contributions of our 
Worthy Grand Matron Karan and our Worthy Grand Patron Bruce must also be 
acknowledged.  Their “Paws Up” Project was a natural complement to the efforts of this 
Committee.  A sincere thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve on this 
Committee from its inception in 2017.  In a relatively short period of time I believe that we 
have accomplished much and increased the awareness of our Eastern Star members and 
the Masonic family of the gift dogs can provide to those in need and to the general 
population.  Dogs are special creatures, who share their unconditional love by completing 
specific tasks and providing emotional support needed by humans. 
      i am confident that this Committee and Nebraska Eastern Star members will continue to 
support and promote Service and Therapy Dogs in the coming years to benefit individuals, 
specific groups, and Nebraska communities.  I leave you with the words of an unknown 
author:  “Remember, the brightest stars are those who shine for the benefit of others.”  I am 
confident that Eastern Star Sisters and Brothers, and the organizations and dogs we are 
supporting, will continue in our efforts to benefit those in need of “shining stars”.  Please 
enjoy the photos on the screen, showing the work of our special dogs over the past two 
years.  Pay attention to the joy on the faces of those interacting with the dogs and you 
might even see a few smiles on the faces of the dogs!  Thank you. 
 
(A video of working Service and Therapy Dogs with their humans was shown on 
the big screen in the Grand Chapter Room and in the Bubble Rooms within the 
Younes Center.) 
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              MEMBERSHIP BANQUET 
         “Celebrating our Faith, Hope and Love” 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  We thought you might enjoy seeing that video again.  Thank you for 
that presentation, Sister Lorrie,  that was outstanding, so thank you.  Service and Therapy 
Dogs Committee, thank you for all your efforts to the Foundation and your dedication to the 
Dogs project.  It has been a privilege to work with each of you and we look forward to 
where you will take us next.  Your Committee is talented, dedicated, hardworking, 
productive, and groundbreaking.  Congratulations and again, thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  At this time, I am pleased to present Sister Billie Mattern, Past Grand 
Matron, and Brother Bruce Raddatz, Past Grand Patron, to  kick off our next break, our 
Membership Banquet and the entertainment that follows. 
 
Billie Mattern, PGM:  Good evening, Sisters and Brothers and Friends.  On behalf of 
Worthy Grand Matron Karan and Worthy Grand Patron Bruce, it is our pleasure to welcome 
all of you to the “Faith, Hope and Love” Membership Banquet.  And now, it is my pleasure 
to introduce to you, your co-host for the evening, Past Grand Patron and my partner in 
crime, Brother Bruce Raddatz. 
 
Bruce Raddatz, PGP:  What, “Partner in crime”?  I plead “Not Guilty” to any crimes!  I think 
you and I did spread a lot of “Joyful Noise” with the Billie and Bruce’s show in 2009 and 
2010 across the state!  It is now my privilege to introduce Sister Billie Mattern, Past Grand 
Matron. 
 
Billie Mattern, PGM:  Thank you, Bruce, it is wonderful to see so many here this evening, 
or perhaps I should say,  to know that there are so many here this evening.  We extend a 
very special welcome and thank you to those being here and to our distinguished guests 
from other bodies of the Masonic Family, who will be introduced later on in our Opening 
Ceremonies. 
   So, what have you been doing the past couple of years?  Well, let me tell you a little bit 
about what Eastern Star members have been up to.  Our faith has been tested, but we 
remain steadfast by staying connected with each other and with the ones who offered 
wisdom and faith.  Your being here tonight is an example of your faith.  We held on with 
hope – hoping for the best and continuing to move forward, learn, and adapt to changes 
and circumstances demanded of us.  We look to the future with great hope, with faith in our 
Chapters and to new commitments.  Even though we did some times “dilly-dally” along the 
way, but it allowed us to grow stronger and now here we are, blessed to be together again. 
to renew old friendships, and delight in the fellowship our organization offers us.  So now, 
three things remain:  “Faith, Hope and Love, but the greatest of these is Love.” 
    This evening I would like to share with  you a message about God and Hope.  Is anyone 
familiar with the word, “Godly”?  Yes, it is actually a word.  I learned about it this last week.  
It is defined as “An event or personal experience, often identified as coincidence, so 
astonishing that it is seen as a sign of ‘divine intervention’, especially when perceived as an 
answer to a prayer.”  I would say it as “being in the right place at the right time for 
something really spectacular for no earthly reason. 
      The author, Schrier Bresnow of the Book series, “When God Leaves”, is  introducing a 
new book and series of three stories he calls, “Godly”  He related the following true story 
from his selection of Godly stories.  “Pam had suffered a miscarriage.  She had had 5 
miscarriages, each one devastating.  After the 5th one, her doctor told her she would never 
be able to have a baby.  By Pam’s side through each tragedy, was their wonderful golden 
retriever, Bowett.  “He’s my baby,” she would tell anyone who would listen.  Then, Pam and 
her husband, Troy, were faced with another heartache and difficult decision.  The Vet told 
them that without surgery, 13-year old Bowett was likely to die and there was no guarantee 
the surgery costing over $5,000, that that  would save him.  They talked about their 
decision with family and friends and everyone counseled against the surgery, noting that 
Bowett at 13 had already exceeded the average life expectancy for retrievers.  With tears 
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on her cheeks, Pam turned to Troy and repeated:   “He’s my baby.”  They decided to 
scrape together the money and proceed with the surgery.  Fortunately, Bowett survived.  
Weeks later, they were vacationing with friends.  Pam was feeling tired and a little sick.  
Her friends convinced her to take a pregnancy test.  Pam knew that the result would be 
negative, no way!  But the test turned out positive; she was pregnant.  They all joked and 
delighted around the breakfast table, and Bowett was dancing as he sensed the 
excitement.  Moments later, everyone’s attention turned to the TV.  A plane had into the 
World Trade Center.  Minutes later, a second plane crashed through the other tower of the 
Trade Center.  Pam cried out:  “What kind of a world am I bringing a baby into?”  Pam’s 
pregnancy progressed; her doctor warned her to be very cautious.  When the baby was 
born, there were issues, but Pam and the baby were released after a short hospital stay.  
Nobody was happier to see them come home than Bowett.  He dashed around the house 
with a prized possession, a little hospital baby blanket of the baby brought home by Troy 
with the scent of the baby.  Bowett took a watchful, secret service duty, sleeping under the 
baby’s bassinet.  At 4 in the morning, Bowett started barking and running around.  Pam 
awoke and went to the baby.  He was blue and not breathing.  They called 911; the EMTs 
arrived and their infant was stabilized.  As the EMTs were climbing into the ambulance, she 
heard one of them turn and say to her:  “Thank goodness for your dog; he saved your baby.  
Another few minutes and it would have been too late.”  Through the divine alignment of 
Godly, a Metropolitan New York Newspaper, Newsday, heard about the story.  The next 
day for the first time since 911, there was a joyful and an uplifting headline on the front 
page of a New York newspaper.  It read:  “Bowett Saves Baby”.  An old dog that was 
saved, saved a child,  and at the same time, lifted the hearts of an entire population looking 
for hope in extremely troubling times.  Bowett’s story proves that dogs are God’s 
ambassadors and with every true Godly or Godly story you, too, can experience an uplifting 
feeling of hope. 
     Sisters and Brothers, may each of you and our beautiful Order of the Eastern Star 
recognize and experience the way God is winking at us.  Thank you.   Brother Bruce? 
 
Bruce Raddatz, PGP:  I, too, want to welcome all of you this “Faith Hope and Love” 
Membership Banquet.  The theme of this year’s Session, “Enduring Hope” is somewhat 
prophetic with the COVID Pandemic being very enduring, going on and on and on.  And we 
“hope” that the end is in sight and that better days – or more normal days are ahead for us. 
      This is the 145th Session of Eastern Star in Nebraska and it will be remembered as 
being truly unique and different; a Session and past year, like no other.  But it is 2021 and 
here we are tonight.  Is everyone  enjoying Grand Chapter so far?  (Applause)  I wanted 
to close my duties with a COVID joke, but we all know that it is not something to laugh 
about and besides, a COVID joke would “tasteless”  (Laughter) 
     And now, it is my pleasant duty to introduce our Grand Chaplain, Brother Bill Raymond, 
to lead us in prayer: 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  Let us pray:  Heavenly Father, thank you for all your 
blessings to our Fraternal Family and friends gathered here, as well as those who could not 
join us together.  We invite your Holy Spirit to be with us as we enjoy this precious time 
together.  Lord, as we celebrate the loving goodness you give us each day, we ask that you 
extend your peace and comfort to those who are sick, grieving, distressed, or needy.  
Watch over us and guide us as leaders and restore the harmony of Christian values to our 
troubled country.  We ask your blessings for all of our Veterans.  Bless and protect our 
Service men and women who are serving, as well as our First Responders, keep them 
safe.  Dear Lord, please bless this food for the nourishment of our bodies and thus to thy 
service.  We ask all this in your Holy name.  Amen.  (So may it ever be.) 
 
Billie Mattern, PGM:  Sisters and Brothers, thank you again for being here this evening.  
We hope you enjoy your meal and the rest of the evening.  We invite you to remain for the 
Opening Ceremonies after the meal has concluded.  Thank you.  (Applause) 
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(The members and guests were entertained during dinner by the Oasis Blue 
Grass Band.  Following the dinner break, the “Sentimental Journey” continued 
with musical selections by Past Grand Organists Barb Crowe (39), Betty 
Garwood, PGM (301), and Jeanne Krenk (153) in the Grand Chapter Room,  The 
Grand Officers then informally returned to the Grand Chapter Room where the 
District Grand Supervisors entertained everyone with a couple of special original 
OES songs acapella, plus an encore!) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  How about those District Grand Supervisors?  A round of 
applause.  (Applause)  And thank you for taking the encore!  
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  That was great. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Yes, it was great – and they are very good Supervisors; they are 
very trainable! 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Oh, yes, they are the reason we don’t have – oh, I won’t go there!  
Welcome back to the Grand Chapter Room.  To be sure, the past 14 months have been 
difficult at best, and sometimes, nearly unbearable.  Yet, the  Eastern Star members lived 
through it -- through adjustments, through the protocols, and the recommendations from the 
brightest medical and scientific minds in the world; some comfortable and some maybe not 
so comfortable.  But during this “Enduring Hope” Session, every effort has been made to 
keep our Sisters and Brothers, who choose to come in person, safe.  For those members 
who could not attend or were simply not comfortable gathering in person, though 
conforming to the necessary requirements, we respect your choice and are grateful for the 
opportunity to have you join us on Facebook Live. 
     It is fitting at this time, we take the opportunity to recognize and pay tribute to our 
General Grand Chapter Ambassador, Committee Members and Special Appointments. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will open the Bible. 
 
(The Grand Conductress opened the Bible on the Altar.) 
 
      SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
   Saluting our Own General Grand Chapter Stars 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will present the General Grand 
Chapter Ambassador, Committee Members, and Special Appointment of the Most Worthy 
Grand Matron and Most Worthy Grand Patron. 
 
(When directed to do so, the Grand Conductress presented and introduced at the 
Altar the following General Grand Chapter Ambassador, Committee Members 
and Special Appointment: :  Sisters Jan Thoman, PGM and Grand Secretary 
of Nebraska, Ambassador to the Philippines, Luzon; Sharlene Coulter, 
PGM, Appeals and Grievances Committee; Cyn Norman, PGM, Eastern Star 
Journal Committee; Judy Wehrbein, PGM, Service Dogs Committee; 
Beverly Donham, PGM, Youth Committee; and Laurie Sieg, Grand 
Conductress, Special Appointment of the Most Worthy Grand Matron and 
Most Worthy Grand Patron, Campfire Friend.  They were then escorted them 
to the East.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We see the light at the end of the tunnel -- where the  Pandemic, it 
felt dark; we see the light, but not in time for us to gather in Salt Lake City for your General 
Grand Chapter Session.  So in this afternoon session, we are honoring you although there 
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are no out-of-state dignitaries here to add to your fellowship and joy; yet, we hope you feel 
our pride and love “Big Red” style!  This is not your “Big Red Party”; but I hope in some 
small way, maybe even a bit more touching as you get to open your gifts that would have 
been presented to you in that small gathering here in the honor of your Sisters and 
Brothers at this Grand Chapter  We are grateful for your dedication; we are grateful for your 
faithfulness.  You have blessed us; you have strengthened us; and I want to share these 
words from Oprah with you at this time:  “When there is no struggle, there is no strength.”  
You have now strengthened the faith of so many struggles at our General Grand Chapter 
level over the past 2 years.  We are proud of you and grateful for your service. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Ladies, I can only imagine your excitement and joy when you 
received your General Grand Chapter Appointments, and the new dresses – enumerable 
appearances and introductions, and the excitement of the General Chapter Session in Salt 
Lake City, then here comes COVID!  We can only imagine your disappointment.  We have 
to imagine it because not one of you has stopped working at your appointed task.  The 
visibility and commitment you have displayed has been a credit to each of you individually 
and to your representation of Nebraska Eastern Star.  Thank you. 
  
Bruce Baker, WGP:  At this time, we have gifts for you.  These gifts would have made the 
trip to Salt Lake City, and you would have been presented them at the Big Red Party.  The 
good news – and there is always good news – they never had to leave Nebraska and you 
didn’t have to haul them back.   
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  So here’s the deal – and these should open pretty easily.  We are 
going to invite you to open your gift – I think if you take off the bow, the ribbon unties easily,  
and you can lift them out carefully.  We won’t even make you carry them back to your seats 
– we have pages to do that for you.  But we wanted to let you share them in bright lights 
before you go back to your seats and we are privileged to do that for you. 
 
(The gift from Grand Chapter of a stained glass “star” was presented  to and 
opened by each of the General Grand Chapter appointments.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We are so proud of you and we love you all.  We hope you will 
long remember the gifts you’ve given to Grand Chapter and on  behalf of the Grand 
Chapter, it is our privilege to give these gifts to you.  Thank you.  (Applause)  Now, if you 
want to just carefully put them back in the box – you know, as soon as you get a gift, we 
make you go right back to work.  Please have a seat and may we have your reports and 
remarks.  So Sister Jan -- 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  While they are struggling with my writing, I am going to tell you, the 
rim that they sit on comes from Cass County and that is where that comes from.  First is 
Sister Jan, our Ambassador to the Philippines, Luzon.  Sister Jan, would you please share 
some words with us? 
 
  Ambassador to the Philippines, Luzon 
        of the General Grand Chapter 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM:  First, they try to make me cry and then you make me go first.  So, the 
first thing I would like to say is, my report is submitted to the Grand Secretary for printing in 
the proceedings -- it is not very long because I was not able to go to the Philippines and 
that breaks my heart.  But I will go to the Philippines one day and Alvin and Shanda will go 
with me – and Alvin has tried to teach me some Filipino and I am not very quick, so –  but I 
would like to say to  Brother Alvin, wherever you are – he would be in the Past Grands 
Bubble -- Brother Alvin, with a great deal of pride,  I carried your flag, and I consider that 
one of the highest honors in the world.  You know I love you and it really is an honor to 
represent the Philippines in Nebraska.  So thank you.  Thank you to the Grand Chapter of 
Nebraska for our beautiful gift.  I appreciate it more than you know.  (Applause) 
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Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Sharlene  -- Past Grand Matron Sister Sharlene Coulter 
serves as a Member of the Appeals and Grievances Committee, and we would be pleased 
to hear from you. 
 
  Appeals and Grievances Committee  
                Of the General Grand Chapter 
 
Sharlene Coulter, PGM:  “This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be 
glad in it.”  Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Sisters and Brothers:  It is an 
honor and privilege for me to serve as a Member of the Appeals and Grievances 
Committee of the General Grand Chapter and to represent Nebraska.  There are three 
members on this Committee:  A Chairman, Brother Keith Eden, Past Grand Patron from 
Wyoming and Sister Sarahann Shapiro, Past Grand Matron of California.  It is the duty of 
our Committee to examine all matters of controversy and grievance which are sent to us 
and report recommendations to the General Assembly.  During this Triennium, there were 
no requests.  The members of the Appeals and Grievances Committee were not assigned 
specific jurisdictions to visit; but I had planned to attend several other Grand Jurisdictions.   
But due to COVID I was not able to attend any other Grand Jurisdictions during my term, 
and I hope to do a little more traveling this year and next. 
     Thank you, Sister Karan, for giving me the opportunity to speak. (Applause) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Sister Cynthia Norman,  General Grand Chapter Committee Member 
on the Eastern Star Journal Committee, we would welcome your remarks.  
              Eastern Star Journal 
        of the General Grand Chapter 
 
Cynthia Norman, PGM:  Thank you.  You know, it is, indeed, an honor for me to represent 
Nebraska Grand Chapter in this capacity.  I never dreamed that I would, but changes 
happen to us all and most assuredly happened to the Eastern Star Journal.  As many of 
you know, it was a subscription that you may have gotten and it was a paper  copy – a 
paper magazine sent to you  And early on in the Triennium, the powers that be decided that 
we would all be better served if it was in an electronic format.  So you can access the 
Journal, which is still a little bit – it is a little bit behind sometimes from what we think it 
should be, but you can access it on the computer, so it is available to anyone and everyone 
at no cost.  So I hope that you will go to the website and look at it.  It’s fun and if you have, 
there is always a tab that shows how you can submit articles.  They are begging for articles 
since they haven’t been meetings and stuff, so if you have some wonderful things to 
advertise to the Eastern Star world, please submit  them.  
     Thank you very much for my beautiful gift – it is an honor.  Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Judy Wehrbein, Past Grand Matron, is serving as the 
General Grand Chapter Committee Member of the Service Dogs.  Judy, we would be 
pleased to hear from you. 
 
   Service Dog Committee 
              of the General Grand Chapter 
 
Judy Wehrbein, PGM:  Good evening, everyone. My thanks to Worthy Grand Matron 
Karan and Worthy Grand Patron Bruce for the opportunity that we have to be here this 
evening and our very, very special gifts, how touching they were and what a special 
remembrance they will be as this part of this Eastern Star Journey. 
     On November 1st, 2018, the inspiration of “Circle of Friendship and Service Around the 
World” 2018-2021 50th Triennium began like any other; but halfway into our journey, the 
world took a drastic turn.  I was appointed as a General Grand Service Dog Chairman for 
Nebraska, and each jurisdiction had their own Chairperson.  Up until the Pandemic hit, our 
Nebraska Service and Therapy Dog Committee was going full speed ahead.  I am very 
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happy to report that just because our country was in a quarantine, your Service and 
Therapy Dogs Committee continued their work and never missed a step, and I am thrilled 
to have had the opportunity to be a part of all that.  With the guidance of Sister Beth 
Benson, Chairperson, followed by our current Chairperson, Sister Lorrie Bryant, they 
continued with their meetings, their projects and many, many digital communications with 
our Chapters and our members and sewing bees to prepare for our sales items and 
assisted with the statewide New Year’s Celebration on January 1st, 2021.  Our hearts were 
overwhelmed with the 450 in attendance, many of them virtually, and over $2,700 was 
raised in donations.  A major accomplishment as we have heard has been the fruition of the 
OES Service Dogs of Nebraska, Inc. and it’s Board of Directors, and I am honored to be a 
part of that Board.  We offer our heartfelt thank you  to Sister Betty Kirby, Past Grand 
Matron, who worked tirelessly and was instrumental in the formation of the Board and 
ultimately, in the implementation of our 501c3 Tax Exempt Status. 
     So now what a great opportunity we all have to support this primary and permanent 
philanthropic project of General Grand Chapter through our Service and Therapy Dog 
Committee, the OES Star Dogs of Nebraska, Inc., and the Worthy Grand Matron’s and 
Worthy Grand Patron’s “Paws Up” Project.  All three avenues are a way we have of 
promoting and supporting these very special dogs for our special needs community.  
Always remember, too, that all the monies that are raised in Nebraska, stays right here in 
Nebraska. 
     Throughout the Triennium, all of the General Grand Chapter Service Dog Committee 
Chairmen were required to send in quarterly reports of the activities of their Committee.  
This request continued even though the country was in quarantine.  I must share with you 
that not much was happening around the country, but because of our very active 
Committee, I always had something to report and they were always very surprised and very 
pleased to hear about  what was happening here in Nebraska. 
     If you haven’t had the opportunity to stop by our display outside the Grand Chapter 
Room, I invite you all to do so.  You will find lots of information, a few surprises, a plethora 
of sales items, and our Committee members there who are very eager to chat with you.  I 
still have “bone” dog pins to sell also, so if you need another one or you would like another 
one for someone else, please stop by the display. 
     I do want to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the members of the Service 
and Therapy Dog Committee.  Their enthusiasm is unending and they are truly remarkable 
in their desire to promote our project.  I also want to extend my hand of thanks to each of 
the Chairpersons who were appointed by Chapters to serve as a contact with the Service 
and Therapy Dog Committee.  As we all begin to feel a little more comfortable in getting 
together and scheduling events, we would love to hear from you in that we can assist you 
in whatever ways you would like to plan for your Chapters or possibly a community event.  
If you are a Chairperson and I have not already given you a gift, please catch me in the 
hallway or stop by the display as I do have a gift for each one of you. 
     I have been truly humbled by this appointment and very, very honored to serve all of 
Nebraska Grand Chapter as your Service Dog Chairperson for this Triennium.  My 
unending, heartfelt gratitude and thanks.  As my appointment will come to an end this 
November, I look forward to the coming Triennium, to our new Grand Chapter year that is 
very soon to begin, and the “paws-abilities” that await us by what we can all accomplish 
together by working on this worthwhile  project.  And now, I would leave with you this little 
thought:  “The Star team has turned us all into dogs, and you know how a dog is always 
looking for food:  we’re told “no” when we get close to strangers and we get very excited 
about road kill!”  (Applause) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Thank you, Sister Judy.  Sister Beverly Donham, General Grand 
Chapter Committee Member, Youth, could we please hear from you? 
 
   Youth Committee 
       of the General Grand Chapter 
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Beverly Donham, PGM:  Good evening.  Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron and 
to the wonderful Grand Chapter members.  I love each and every one of you.  I am on the 
Youth Committee for General Grand Chapter and it has been fun.  I haven’t gotten to do 
what I wanted to do, but I was able to correspond with the Jurisdictions that I was to 
represent.  I had 6 Jurisdictions:  Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, Hawaii and the Philippines -
- and Nebraska.  I have heard from all but one of those Grand jurisdictions on the activities 
the Youth are doing in their jurisdictions.  I can tell you that the jurisdiction that has – and all 
I got from the Philippines was Rainbow and wow, they have a lot of members – and then 
the jurisdictions that I heard from, the Youth Groups are initiating and are doing things; they 
are much younger than I, and of course, they do the things electronically and Zoom – they 
have meetings by Zoom and fun activities by Zoom, and it is progressing very well. 
     Nebraska Rainbow, Job’s, and DeMolay are initiating and that is wonderful – congrats to 
them.  I will say that I have written an article for the next OES Journal for the Youth 
Committee and as I started 2 years ago with my first report, Youth begins with “Y-O-U – 
you; everyone of us needs to support the Youth, to go to their activities, and be there for 
them.  Thank you. 
     Also, thank you for the wonderful gift from Grand Chapter and Karan -- and I am sure 
Tim had something to do with us – and Bruce.  Thank you. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Laurie Sieg, Special Appointment of the Most Worthy Grand 
Matron and Most Worthy Grand Patron -- she is not a “Campfire Girl”, she’s a “Campfire 
Friend”.  Laurie, would you like to speak? 
 
            MWGM/MWGP  Appointment – Campfire Friend 
                         of the General Grand Chapter 
 
Laurie Sieg, Grand Conductress:  Thank you.  At Grand Chapter here in 2018, Sister 
Marianne Shenefelt was here to announce to Nebraska Grand Chapter that I had been 
appointed as her Special Appointment “Campfire Friend”, and when I acknowledged that 
appointment to her and to Grand Chapter, I said that a “Campfire Friend” reminded me of 
“Smores” because you can’t have Smores without a campfire, and you can’t have Smores 
without friends.  You can’t do  Smores by yourself – you can’t swish the marshmallow and 
get the chocolate and the crackers and all that alone, and that’s just like Eastern Star.  You 
can’t do Eastern Star alone; you have be with your friends and your fellow members, 
Brothers and Sisters.  And that is pretty much what’s been difficult for us – not seeing each 
other and missing each other, and that’s why we are loving this week so much.  It is 
because we are seeing each other again; we are remembering our friendship again; and 
welcoming each other back into our hearts.  So thank you all for being here and it has really 
been a treat being a Campfire Friend these past 3 years.  I am looking forward to making 
Smores with all of you! 
     Thank you so much for the lovely gift – and I have to give Tim a hug! 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Again, our sincere thanks to all of our General Grand Chapter 
appointments. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Because more of our dedicated members wear more than one hat, 
and I know that you have been observing that today, and so now I am going to call on the 
Grand Conductress.  Sister Grand Conductress, you will seat our guests. 
 
(The Grand Conductress escorted the General Grand Chapter Appointments to 
their seats in the Grand Chapter Room.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  It may not be an official cheering section, and Sister Marianne may 
not be here to shower you all with her love, but Sisters and Brothers, as they cross this 
Grand Chapter Floor, let’s thank them loudly for their hard work and dedication.  
(Applause) 
 



76 

Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Following the closing of the Bible, we will return to enjoy a 
“Sentimental Journey” with our Past Grand Organists, thank you to all of the musicians who 
have been sharing their gifts throughout the day.  At 7:00 p.m., we will be switch from live 
music to our Informal Opening and we look forward to sharing that with each of you.  Sister 
Grand Conductress, you will close the Bible. 
 
(As instructed by the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress closed the 
Bible on the Altar.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Grand Secretary, I believe that you have an announcement. 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary:  I do have, Worthy Grand Matron.  The Assistant 
Grand Warders and Assistant Grand Sentinels invite you to participate in the jar guessing 
game in your Bubble.  Each room has a game –their own game and will have their own 
winners, so definitely do this.  Winners will be announced Wednesday afternoon.  Thank 
you, Worthy Grand Matron. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you, Sister Grand Secretary.  Again, we want you to enjoy 
the special music being provided by our Past Grand Organists as we prepare for the 
informal opening session.  The Grand Officers will retire. 
 
(The Grand Officers retired informally.) 
 
  TUESDAY EVENING, MAY 11, 2021 
                INFORMAL OPENING 
              7:00 P.M. 
 
(The “Continuing our Sentimental Journey” music of Past Grand Organists Linda 
Dubry (261, 215, and 55), Sharon Yockers (8), and Ruth Negus (277), greeted 
the members and visitors as they gathered in the Grand Chapter Room and their 
respective Bubbles for the informal opening of the one hundred forty-fifth annual 
Grand Chapter Session.  The Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron 
were in the East with Mr. Paul Younes, Owner of the Younes Conference 
Center.) 
   GREETINGS 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  It is my pleasure to introduce Mr. Paul Younes of the Younes 
Conference Center.  I first met Brother Paul in 2011 while considering where to hold the 
Grand Lodge Annual Session.  The Convention Center we are in now was in its final stages 
of construction, so Susie and I were treated to a tour of the new facility by Paul, prior to our 
scheduled meeting with his Events Associate assigned to work with us.  We were very 
impressed with the Events Center; however, we were informed that there was no possible 
way that we could schedule the Grand Lodge Session into the Center that year.  Luckily the 
next time we met with Paul, Susie expressed her disappointment.  Paul assured her we 
could make it work, “We’ll work something out,”  and, in fact, we did hold the annual 
session in the Younes Center that February.  And while this story speaks volumes to the  
commitment and hospitality that runs from top to bottom in the Paul Younes organization, I 
want you to understand that Brother Paul accomplished that day what I haven’t been able 
to accomplish in 37 years and 8 days of marriage – and that was, to make Susie happy!  
(Laughter) 
     Brother Paul is a member of Rob Morris Lodge No.46, here in Kearney,  and I submit to 
you that hospitality is not the business he in, but rather,  hospitality is who he is!  At this 
time, it is my privilege to invite my friend and my Brother Paul Younes, to the Grand East. 
(Applause) 
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Paul Younes:  Thank you, Brother Bruce.  Welcome everybody,  and I am happy you are 
here.  We missed you last year with the conditions of COVID everybody experienced, 
which closed the world and closed the country, and now our hotel and convention center as 
well.  This year’s flood damage is coming around.  You are probably one of the 5th or 6th 
Groups who are coming back and to start business meetings.  We were happy to have a 
group here last week and we are happy to have your group here this week.  It has been a 
very, very difficult year, especially for the rooms you are sleeping in, all those rooms in 
2019 were flooded.  We have 26 buildings on the campus and we have 120 acres and in 
some of those had water up to 4 feet high and some of it blocked the entrance for almost 2 
weeks.  It took us almost 7 months, doing one building at a time, to get us back where we 
were.  All the hotels across the street from here was closed for business on July 9th  from 
the flood and we opened on January 7th.  We were open from January 7th to March 15th, 
the COVID hit and we were quarantined and we had to shut down again for another 90 – 
no 75 days when the flood hit in 2020.  We are still struggling, but thank God -- and God is 
good -- and we are slowly turning around the corner with the sleeping rooms and the 
returning groups and convention events.  So thanks to God. 
     So thank you for trusting us and being here.  We will try to do the best we can to protect 
you and to protect our employees.  Without you people and your leadership, I don’t think 
this conference could happen.  You would not believe the phone calls and communication 
this lady and this gentleman and Jan at the Office, about “How we gonna do this; how we 
gonna work with this?”  It has been very difficult for them and difficult for us, but you know, 
when you have the teamwork, you trust each other, you work with each other—nothing is 
going to be easy, just like marriage.  (Laughter)  But you know, together we can, and this 
is where we are today and we have been very, successful so far this week.  I hope you 
enjoy yourselves and I know it’s very difficult for everybody – for you, for the fellow 
members, for us, for the staff, for everybody.  But we appreciate you guys being here; we 
appreciate your spending your time with us, and as you see, hopefully next year when you 
come, we will have two or three more things in the campus – we are adding 2 or 3 more 
buildings in the campus – the campus will  continue to grow and we will make it easy – as 
convenient to walk from one place to the other and we hope to make life much easier. 
 
Paul Younes:  In closing, thank you from the bottom of my heart and on behalf of all of the 
staff, without them nothing could happen --  thanks to your committee,  thanks to your 
leadership and thanks to our staff, who love you being here.  So thank you and have a 
great evening and a great day tomorrow, and we look forward to serving you again 
tomorrow and we look forward to serving again in the future.  Again, thank you very much 
for trusting us and for being here.  (Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  There are not enough words in all the languages on this earth to 
offer to this man and his staff and his company for our opportunities to be here.  They have 
worked tirelessly to help us to adjust our schedule, to help us adjust your needs, so that 
you would feel comfortable gathering together for our first face-to-face meeting since March 
7th of 2020.  The trust we have in this man and his staff cannot be measured.  The 
hospitality that runs through his veins is generous beyond any measure, and I hope every 
staff member hears your gratitude, not only in the next round of applause we are going to 
give him, but in every encounter we continue to have with them while you are here.  I want 
to share a number even though I am more of an artist than an accountant, when we were 
last here with Paul and his staff – Remember, Candy, back to 2019 and what a wonderful 
event we had?  There were 800 employees on the staff at that time.  It’s about 100 now --  
Doing exactly for us what 800 did 2 years ago.  We are so grateful.  You are an amazing 
organization and it is our privilege to be do business with you. Please help us thank Paul. 
(Loud applause)  We are presently on Facebook Live, Paul, may I say to you and the 
whole world -- may I say that is Y-O-U-N-E-S.  When you are in Kearney, show our 
gratitude and patronize this fine gentleman’s establishments.  Thank you. 
 
Paul Younes:  Thank you very much.  (Applause) 
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(The Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, and Mr. Younes leave the 
East.) 
 
        PRESENTATION OF THE GRAND OFFICERS 
 
(The 2019-2021 Grand Officers were presented to the members and guests by 
Brother James F. Brown, Jr., Past Grand Patron, with background music played 
by Sister Mary Ann Stevens (189).  The Grand Officers and their escorts entered 
from the doors in the West and were introduced behind Grand Esther’s station.  
Following their presentations, the Grand Officers were seated on the dais until all 
had been introduced.) 
 
PGP James F. Brown, Jr.:  Good evening, as we gather together to open this one-
hundred and forty-fifth session of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska, Order of the Eastern 
Star, we welcome you.   We are here to celebrate our Order, to celebrate being alive, to 
celebrate seeing light ahead of us as the Pandemic lessens, its darkness and dramatic 
impacts upon us, and to move forward with the business of our Grand Chapter.  
 
We are honored by your presence here in our Grand Chapter Bubble and by way of our 
virtual live cast being viewed from border to border. Thank you for investing your time with 
us.  Please remain seated as I invite you to join me in a moment of silence in recognition of 
the losses, suffering and challenges we have endured since last we met. (Silent Prayer) 
And also, a second moment of silence, as we lift up prayer to embrace our faith, our 
obligation to live in love, and for a heart that welcomes hope in our lives.  ( Silent prayer)  
Amen.  (So may it ever be.)   
 
PGP James F. Brown, Jr.:  Tonight we welcome each of you to this 2021 “Enduring Hope” 
Grand Chapter Session and we invite you to join this Grand Family in celebrating 
dedication, commitment, excellence, success and great joy.   It is my pleasure to present 
our stars – the Quasars, Super Novae and their Guardians of the Galaxy – our  2019 
through 2021 “Enduring Hope” Grand Officers and their escorts. 
 
   GRAND SENTINEL 
Our Grand Sentinel, Brother Cecil Smith,  is our Quasar who protects our proceedings 
from interruption. He is escorted by his Guardian of the Galaxy and wife, Sister Nicole 
Smith, They are members of Home Chapter #189 in Plattsmouth.  Brother Cecil shares with 
us that his favorite memory of his journey as Grand Sentinel was the Constellation in the 
Scottsbluff area and carving pumpkins for the Zoo’s Halloween fundraiser. Brother Cecil is 
hopeful because of his family, his Masonic Brothers and his Eastern Star Sisters and 
Brothers, and because of God.  
 
   GRAND WARDER 
Our Quasar of Peace is Sister Sheli Rice, our Grand Warder. Sister Sheli is a member of 
Alpha Chapter #325, Bellevue. She is escorted by her Guardian of the Galaxy and number 
one supporter and cheerleader, her husband, Reverend Doctor Bryan Rice. Sister Sheli 
shares: “I have truly enjoyed getting out and helping our Chapters; doing something with 
them and for them. The pancake breakfasts, the food pantries, the parades, the community 
celebrations, the trunk or treat were great. The road trip to Kansas for the 
Kansas/Nebraska Exchange with Sister Sharon was so much fun. It was a great trip.”  
Sister Sheli’s source of hope is her  kids, 18-year-old twins -- 18-year-old twins should bring 
hope to each of us. Thank you, Sheli and Bryan.  Sister Sheli is hopeful “that empathy and 
compassion can remain alive in our world.” 
 
   GRAND ELECTA 
Sister Tina Mogensen is our Super Novae representing the red ray of love for our Star. 
Sister Tina is escorted by her mother, Sister Sherry Kunz. They are members of Elizabeth 
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Chapter #250, Weeping Water.  Tina shares her favorite memory as a member of this 
Grand Family was their very first practice, where she felt not totally prepared and at her 
best. Quoting Tina: “ Everyone was spot on and at that moment I realized these people 
were legit and I am a part of a Super Hero team.”  Tina shares she has hope because of 
her children. They are her hope, inspiration, her everything. Tina shares: “Carter never 
ceases to amaze me; Alexis is determined: Katie is my inspiration: and Max is my smile. 
Hope for tomorrow is alive and well.” 
 
   GRAND MARTHA 
Sister Dyana Burton is our Super Novae representing the green ray of hope for our Star. 
Her Guardians of the Galaxy and escorts are her Companion/Grandma, Daughter, and 
Mother – Sister Kaylene Martin, Sister Brooke Beard, and her Mother and her Page Sister 
Trudi Thornburg. All four generations are members of Columbia Chapter #275, Lincoln. 
Sister Dyana is honored to be escorted by these Sisters, as they have both been her 
biggest fans throughout her entire life. Sister Dyana shares, ”My favorite Grand Family 
Memory was being able to initiate my daughter into the Order of Eastern Star during the 
Initiation Exemplification at our Constellation in Kearney. What an emotional day! To have 
my grandma, mom, and daughter all in the same room to share in that moment was 
unmatched. It was also fitting to have the ceremony in Kearney where my grandpa had 
roots, to make the day complete. We know he was there with us in spirit and would have 
been so proud!!” God’s grace and the love and kindness of people are Sister Dyana’s 
source of hope. Sister Dyana shares: “I am hopeful that we will be gracious and kind and 
can live together in peace in this big, crazy, hectic world.” 
  
   GRAND ESTHER 
Sister Carrie Knapp, our Super Novae representing the light filled and joyful white ray of 
our Star, is unable to be with us this evening due to the medical condition of her father, her 
Guardian of the Universe, Brother Bernard Beckius.  They are members of Ogallala 
Chapter #142, Ogallala.  Prayers for his family!  Acting Grand Esther is Sister Beverly 
Donham, Past Grand Matron, who is escorted by her husband, Brother Mike Donham, Past 
Grand Patron.  They are members of Trinity Chapter #299, Omaha.  Sharing Sister Carrie’s 
favorite memories include traveling around the state, meeting our members and being able 
to work alongside other Chapters and their members during their community events. Sister 
Carrie shares that she believes that most are hopeful and so is she. She declares, “If you 
don’t have hope, what do you have?  My family and faith provide me with my greatest 
source of hope.  In this crazy world what we should all be hopeful for, is ‘Peace’.” 

 
   GRAND RUTH 
Sister Lori Nerud, represents the yellow ray of our Star and is the Super Novae of 
constancy. Sister Lori is a plural member of Dome Rock Chapter #215, Scottsbluff and 
Sunflower Chapter #214, Mitchell  Her escort is her daughter, Rachel Nerud, a member of 
Sunflower Chapter #214 at Mitchell. Rachel is a Past Grand Bethel Honored Queen of Jobs 
Daughters International.  Sister Lori shares: “My favorite visits were to Torrington, 
Wyoming’s Chapter Official Visitation of the Wyoming’s Grand Officers and our 
Constellation in Brownsville. The Torrington visit was so fun, and there were a couple of us 
who were suspicious that Sister Shannon might be pregnant!  Brownsville being at the far 
end of the state and I enjoyed it  with the live Brass Band and its many museums.” Sister 
Lori defines “that she is hopeful because of her faith in God, just as Ruth had faith when 
she followed Naomi to Bethlehem.” 

 
   GRAND ADAH 
Sister Shannon Roberts is our Super Novae representing the blue ray of our Star and 
assuring our fidelity. Sister Shannon is escorted by her mother, Christine Wood. They are 
members of Signet Chapter #55, North Platte. Sister Shannon shares that her favorite 
memories of her journey as Grand Adah included sharing Star with her daughter,  Maci; by 
walking in parades, visiting Chapters, carving pumpkins, going to the baseball game, and 
spending time promoting Star Dogs with Charlie and Louise.  The moment that melted my 
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heart the most was visiting the Senior Center in Valentine and spending time with all the 
wonderful residents there and watching Maci as she took her toy dog, Chewy (named for 
Charlie and Louie), around for everyone to pet.”  Sister Shannon is hopeful every day and 
shares, “ I am hopeful for our future and for our loved ones, but I am mostly hopeful that 
there is still good in this world.  I know this to be true as I have visited around the state and 
met so many Sisters and Brothers and seen how Star love is being spread into our 
communities.  The principles and the compassionate people of Eastern Star are just the 
hope our world needs.” 

 
GRAND ORGANIST 

Sharon McArdle, is our Quasar of beautiful and effective music. Grand Organist Sister 
Sharon is escorted by her Guardian of the Galaxy and husband, Dave McArdle. They are 
members of Trinity Chapter #299, Omaha.  Sister Sharon shares that her most precious 
Grand Family memory is being able to share the Nebraska/Kansas Exchange with her 
mother, Elaine, who will be 93 years old on May 17th. Sister Sharon also shares: “My 
source of hope comes from my Rainbow teachings and the words from the Sister of Hope. 
‘Hope always awaits you’."  Sister Sharon truly hopes  we never forget the sacrifices our 
nurses and physicians  have made this past year; especially the many hands they have 
held and the many tears they have wiped away, giving so many patients and 
families hope.”      
 

ACTING GRAND MARSHAL 
Our Quasar of direction and dedication is Sister Dee Schuetz, Past Grand Matron, and our 
Acting Grand Marshal. She is escorted by her husband, Jon Schuetz. Sister Dee and 
Brother Jon are members of Home Chapter #189,  in Plattsmouth. Sister Dee shares:  “ 
What a joy it was to have been asked by Worthy Grand Matron Karan and Worthy Grand 
Patron Bruce to join their “Enduring Hope” Grand Family.  I am honored to be a part of this 
very special group of Sisters and Brothers.  I am looking forward to this Grand Chapter and 
being a part of the marches again, which I have always enjoyed.” With a smile, Sister Dee’s 
greatest hope is that she don’t trip and fall and cause a domino effect! She confesses 
“maybe that should be a fear rather than hope, as one never knows at my age!!”  On a 
more serious note, Sister Dee’s enduring hope is “that our Order grows and thrives in the 
future as a result of the leadership we have had these past 18 months during some very 
trying times.“ 

 
GRAND CHAPLAIN 

William Raymond, is our Quasar of devotional and spiritual leadership. Our Grand 
Chaplain, Brother Bill is escorted by his Guardian of the Galaxy and wife, Sister Marna 
Raymond. They are members of Alpha Chapter #325, Bellevue. Brother Bill shares:  That 
his favorite Grand Family memories are “opportunities to visit the Constellations, meeting 
wonderful Sisters and Brothers across our state, and rolling up our sleeves to help them in 
their service or fundraising activities, such as the Kool Aid Days in Hastings and assisting 
Mount Vernon Chapter in their local community food pantry”.  Brother Bill’s source of hope 
is “the promise of Jesus and he has hope for the end of this Pandemic, the return of 
Christian values to our country and the salvation of our wonderful Republic.” Brother Bill, 
your Memorial Service this afternoon was extraordinary!  I really enjoyed it.  Thank you.   
  
   ASSOCIATE GRAND CONDUCTRESS 
Sister Linda Dubry, is our Quasar of leadership and our Associate Grand Conductress.  
Sister Linda’s escort is her Guardian of the Galaxy and husband, Brother Dennis Dubry, 
Grand Representative of Wyoming in Nebraska. Sister Linda and Brother Dennis are plural 
members of Sunshine Chapter #261, Thedford; Dome Rock Chapter #215, Scottsbluff;  and 
Signet Chapter #55, North Platte. You know, I believe we have some “tricksters” in this 
Grand Family, because Sister Linda shares: “My favorite Grand Family memory was 
standing on Sister Shannon’s front porch and synchronizing the ringing of her doorbell by 
text with Sister Laurie Sieg, as she was ringing Sister Dyana’s doorbell on the day of our 
surprise Grand Family Baby Shower for the Burton and Roberts families.  Sister Shannon 
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was really confused, as we had just attended her sister’s baby shower an hour before on 
the same afternoon and in parting, I had reminded her of the Grand Family Zoom meeting. 
 She couldn’t quite figure out why neither Conductress was attending the Zoom meeting!”  
“Tricksters, indeed!  Sister Linda shares:  “that her source of hope is the Holy Spirit within 
her.“  She states, “I am hopeful that our Lord Jesus will return soon to take us to an even 
greater eternal fellowship with Him!” 

 
GRAND CONDUCTRESS 

Sister Laurie Sieg, our Grand Conductress. is our Quasar of Preparation. Sister Laurie is 
escorted by her Guardian of the Galaxy and husband of fifty-six years, Brother Ken Sieg.  
They are members of the best Chapter in Nebraska, Temple Chapter #271, -- my home 
Chapter in Lincoln – I have to take a little personal privilege! Sister Laurie shares that her 
favorite Grand Family memory was the first time the Enduring Hope Grand Family 
exemplified the degrees and she experienced the beautiful and meaningful work given by 
these special Eastern Star members of this Grand Family. On a lighter note, her favorite 
fun memory was of the Scottsbluff area Constellation and watching the members of the 
Grand Family roll up their sleeves and dig in to the orange pumpkin goo up to their elbows 
as they created Jack O’lanterns for the Zoo Halloween fundraiser. Sister Laurie shares that 
she must have hope, because as Eastern Stars. there is really no other way. Her hope this 
year is “the dedicated Eastern Star members we met during Constellations. and the many 
Chapters and individual members who worked hard to stay connected during the Pandemic 
quarantine fuel that hope. She is hopeful for membership growth as we experience such 
wide spread public engagement and response to the Service and Therapy Dogs and our 
newly formed public charity.  

 
GRAND TREASURER 

Our Sister Karla Lawler is our Quasar of Financial Security. Sister Karla serves faithfully 
as our Grand Treasurer and is diligently dedicated to staying out of trouble. Sister Karla is a 
plural member of Ogallala Chapter #142, Ogallala; Oshkosh Chapter #264, Oshkosh; and 
Arbor Vitae Chapter #92, Fremont.  Sister Karla is escorted by Sister Kristy Nerud, a 
member of Oshkosh Chapter #264, Oshkosh. Karla shares: “I have many memories of my 
travels,  but the one that came to me right away was being with a group of rather good 
looking firemen and first responders at a pancake feed in Norfolk.  Here is where a hope 
collides with a memory, for I was hoping for a heart attack so that they would have to give 
me CPR.”  Actually, I believe, that left in this picture, what Karla was really hoping for was, 
“mouth to mouth resuscitation!  In that spirit, Karla, you certainly have a loving spirit and gift 
of humor! Thank you for having shared your great gifts so freely with this Grand Family. 
 

GRAND SECRETARY 
Our Quasar of knowledge and support is our Grand Secretary, Jan Thoman, Past Grand 
Matron.  Sister Jan is a member of Vesper Chapter #9 in Beatrice.  She is escorted by 
Brother Don Norman, a member of Imperial Chapter #279, Imperial. Until the arrival of 
COVID-19, Sister Jan traveled thousands of Star miles each year, visiting Chapters, 
attending events and sharing adventures. In 2019, almost 25,000 were logged and most of 
those miles were traversed in the Birdsall car.  Sister Jan shares: “Every trip with Sister 
Karan and Brother Tim has been an adventure. So ‘what happens in the Birdsall car, stays 
in the Birdsall car’, unless you are open to hearing some pretty crazy things.”  Looking back 
over the past two years, Sister Jan refreshes her memories and shares: “These have been 
years  full of service to our Sisters and Brothers, our Chapters and to our communities. 
 Our Star Dogs have educated so many people about the blessings that dogs can provide 
to people of every age.”  Sister Jan shares” “These past two years has given me ‘Enduring 
Hope’.” 
 
       ASSOCIATE GRAND PATRON 
Our Quasar of Divine Guidance is our Associate Grand Patron, Brother David A. 
Wetrosky.  Brother David is escorted by his Guardian of the Galaxy and wife Sister Marsha 
Wetrosky. Sister Marsha and Brother Dave are members of Queen Esther Chapter #1, 
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Nebraska City. Brother Dave shares that:  “His favorite Grand Family moment is right now, 
returning to Grand Chapter in 2021 after a two-year absence and being able to see Eastern 
Star friends that I have not seen for a while. The past fifteen months have presented 
challenges and kept us apart.”  David’s source of hopefulness is God.  David says,” I am 
hopeful for many things including a return to normality following the Pandemic, good health 
for family and friends, and a reduction in political divisiveness in this country.” 
 
      ASSOCIATE GRAND MATRON 
Our Effulgent Sun Quasar is Sister Dottie Arent, our Associate Grand Matron. Dottie is a 
member of Bethany Chapter #113, Ainsworth. She is escorted by her Guardian of the 
Galaxy and husband, Keevin Arent. “Yes, I am hopeful”,  declares Dottie. “We are actually 
having Grand Chapter again.  My main source of hope is in the Easter message we 
celebrated again this spring and in all the new life I see around the countryside.  And, if that 
isn't enough, I have the love and encouragement I have been receiving from my Eastern 
Star Sisters and Brothers and my family!”  
 
James F. Brown, Jr., PGP:  Will all who are able, please rise and remain standing for the 
next two introductions. 
 
         WORTHY GRAND PATRON 
Brother Bruce A. Baker, our Worthy Grand Patron, is our Quasar of Masonic 
relationships.  Brother Bruce is escorted by his wife, Susie, and their faithful Star Dog, 
Charlie. Brother Bruce and Sister Susie are members of Acacia Chapter #39, Hastings. 
Brother Bruce shares that the first final year of this journey was such a pleasure, traveling 
many miles across this great state.  The many events we attended were both creative and 
incredibly supportive of the visitation format we offered.  Directly from Brother Bruce’s 
words: “We had fun; we worked, we had fun, we worked; we promoted “dogs”, we had fun; 
we shared great fellowship, and then we had some more fun.”  Brother Bruce admits: “The 
second final year of this journey was a bit different and a bit more challenging.  The support 
and commitment our Eastern Star Membership exhibited for our Order and each other was 
both humbling and inspirational!  Our Sisters and Brothers stepped up to embrace every 
request and challenge during this unprecedented time with dignity, genuine concern and 
unconditional fraternal love.” Brother Bruce expresses:  “From the new Members this 
incredible group of Grand Officers had the honor to initiate, to the integrity, leadership and 
affection the Membership displayed, to the friendships both old and new we enjoyed, I am 
more than confidently hopeful for the future of the Order of the Eastern Star in Nebraska; I 
have Great Expectations for our future!” 
 
                                      WORTHY GRAND MATRON 
Sister Karan Birdsall is our Quasar of authority. She is escorted by her Guardian of the 
Galaxy and husband, Brother Tim Birdsall. and her faithful four legged furry source of hope 
and courage, Louie. Louie escorted Karan to the East at the installation of 2019. Louie has 
faithfully served so many in every Constellation  since that day.  Sister Karan and Brother 
Tim  are members of, and again the best Chapter in Nebraska, Temple Chapter #271, 
Lincoln. Sister Karan shares:  “That taking this opportunity to walk, at this moment  across 
this Grand Chapter floor is awesome and humbling at the same time. This moment is a gift 
from each of you and it is a reality produced by so many faithful, loving and hopeful Stars, 
Quasars, Super Novas, Guardians of the Galaxy, Sisters and Brothers all.  Thank you all 
for every act of kindness, generosity, and resilience. It has been a journey of love, laughter, 
excitement, patience and a whole lot of God’s daily presence and gentle nudges. May 
standing together, once again in this place remind us that ‘all things are paws-ible’, ‘those 
who hope in the Lord shall be restored’, and we must ‘do something’. The world needs 
what we offer. The members around us tonight are proof of ‘paws-itivity’ and illustrate how 
we are able to serve with charity, truth and loving kindness. There is a light on the horizon, 
we are blessed.” 
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James F. Brown, Jr., PGP:  And on a more personal note -- this is not a bad memory, it’s 
my memory -- Worthy Grand Matron Sister Karan and Worthy Grand Patron Brother Bruce, 
a most sincere shared memory is the treasured memories of you from all of your Sisters 
and Brothers.  Thank you.  
 
James F. Brown, Jr., PGP:  Sisters, Brothers and friends…..  there you have it….  the 
Quasars, Super Novae, Guardians of the Galaxy and their escorts…our 2019 through 2021 
“Enduring Hope” Grand Family gathered together in the East. Would you please join with 
me in extending to them a hearty welcome.  (Applause) 
 
James F. Brown, Jr., PGP:  Please be seated.  Worthy Grand Matron, we are ready for 
the dedication. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you, Brother Jim, and if there is anyone left in Nebraska 
Grand Chapter that is not aware -- you know, when your petition is presented for 
membership into our Order, you get to meet those special “calling on you” people that we 
call the Investigating Committee, and two of those three people who called on Tim and I, 
were Jim and Diane Brown.  They welcomed us from that first step and it is such a privilege 
to be with you again tonight, Jim.  Thank you.   
 
   DEDICATION 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  This “Enduring Hope” Grand Session – the 145th   Session of 
Grand Chapter of Nebraska is lovingly  dedicated to each of our members who continue to 
serve our Order generously with their charity, truth, and loving kindness.  Great challenges 
and obstacles have been placed on our path since last we met, yet through it all you have 
served with great care, great love and compassion, immense creativity and enduring 
faithfulness.  You have found opportunities amidst the obstacles and through them we have 
found a silver lining, and we can now see on the horizon, the light of a new normal. 
 
Brother Bruce Baker, WGP:  To the “Enduring Hope” Grand Family, we, if you remember 
a couple of years ago, -- we spoke with one voice and so I say “we” recognized your talents 
and started this journey with great expectations, and you have not faltered. Through all of 
the travel, the hauling, the lugging, and the challenges the Pandemic has presented, you 
have remained strong, supportive, and committed to the tenets of our Order and to each 
other.  The dedication and commitment to excellence displayed by this entire group is truly 
inspirational.  Thank you and enjoy this time together as Sisters and Brothers and as 
family. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  To the members of Temple Chapter No. 271 of Lincoln and Acacia 
Chapter No. 39 of Hastings,  you  have generously given your time, your talents and 
resources to  support our Order and this Grand Chapter.  There are not enough words to 
say how grateful to each of you we are and how proud we are of you. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  To Sisters Susie and Charlie – and I do say, “Sisters” because we 
were in Crete and she got an Honorary Membership – Susie, not   Charlie! No – Charlie!  
(laughter) – and Brother Tim, your dedication to Karan and I and to the members of our 
Order is undeniable.  Whether it is listening, giving guidance and support, running the 
sound system, greeting members, chasing down forgotten and misplaced items – we could 
not have reached this point without your help, and we don’t know how we can ever repay 
you, though I suspect you will help us with that problem.  To both of you, we love you!  Our 
Invocation will now be given by Reverend Dr. Bryan John Rice, Companion to the Grand 
Warder and Pastor of the Lutheran Church -- Christ the King Church in Bellevue, is that 
right? 
 
   INVOCATION 
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Reverend Dr. Bryan J. Brice:  Yes, that’s correct.  So we know that the  Corona Virus 
enraged the world this past year and we have waited a year for this night and for this 
opening, and the additional year of this term has at times left us in this murky middle where 
patience sometimes wore thin and we all felt  a little bit stuck, and now we are moving into 
this phase of reopening, but many of us have never faced anything like this before.  Some 
have been overcome with fear and wondered if we would ever get back to anything that 
resembled normal and feel comfortable again.  Others are grieving losses alone because 
the same virus that took their loved ones, also took their comforters away.  And still  others 
are walking through a deep loneliness and depression that they can’t see their way out of.  
And even to those people for whom this is not  really a big deal – well, their lives, too, they 
have been changed; so everybody – everyone has a story.  In this time of mandated face 
coverings and social distancing and debates about large gatherings like this, it has become 
increasingly easy to allow fear to rule the day, and it is in times like these that you need an  
“Enduring Hope”.  A hope is not a wish that we cast into the darkness, instead our hope is 
confident assurance in God and it is a hope that motivates and produces character  -- the 
character of our lives in the midst of suffering.  And our hope is that you get a God to 
comfort, and a God who always – always keeps His promises.  Let us pray:  “Good and 
gracious God:  Indeed, we feel stuck in this season, but unlike the world around us that is 
stuck in the cycle of frustrated plans and fear-filled anguish, we turn to You for an enduring 
cycle of hope.  We know that someday we will no longer require hope or endurance for we 
will see You face and all our longings will answered.  Until that day, we press on, patiently 
enduring; entrusting our souls to You, our faithful creator, and watching with expectation for 
how You will work both in us and in the world.  We give you thanks for the leadership of 
Karan and Bruce, and the example of enduring hope they set before us this past year – 
these past two years, and we ask that You bless the work of this Grand Chapter and that 
we may be kept safe in these trying times.  Bless us that we may abound in Hope.  Amen.”  
(So may it ever be.) 
 
James F. Brown, Jr., PGP:  The “Enduring Hope” Grand Family will retire. 
 
(A musical solo video, “The Prayer”, by Curt Butler was shown following the 
dedication.  The Grand Officers retired and left the stage to prepare for Grand 
Chapter to be called to order.) 
 
                       GRAND CHAPTER CALLED TO ORDER 
 
(The Grand Conductress and the Associate Grand Conductress, escorted Sister 
Candy Martin, Junior Past Grand Matron, and Brother Harold “Terry” Terry, 
Junior Past Grand Patron, through the Labyrinth to the East.) 
 
Candy Martin, PGM:  Past Grand Matrons, Past Grand Patrons, Brothers, Sisters, Family, 
Friends, and of course, my Junior Past Grand Patron Brother Terry, welcome.  It is such a 
pleasure to be here at Grand Chapter with each and every one of you again.  Sister Karan 
and Brother Bruce, thank you for inviting me to open this session and a big thank you to all 
who assisted you in making this happen.  May you have a very memorable session and 
God Bless! 
 
Harold “Terry” Terry, PGP:  Protocol having been established, and to my Junior Past 
Worthy Grand Matron, here we are in the Grand East again.  I am excited that Karan and 
Bruce asked us to open the session tonight.  A few years ago I referred to the 
Kansas/Nebraska exchange as a reunion instead of an exchange.  The USA Today 
describes a family reunion as “a celebration of love and connection”.  That is exactly what 
our Grand Chapter means to many of us.  We would like to thank our Worthy Grand Matron 
and Worthy Grand Patron, the Board of Trustees, and the Grand Secretary for planning 
needed and the generous financial support to bring us all back to Kearney this year for our 
Grand Chapter “Family Reunion”.  And, of course, I can’t leave without giving everyone a 
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“car fact”:  For you folks who want to break records, the largest number of people to fit in a 
smart car is 19!  Okay, Sister Candy, with that, let’s get started! 
 
Candy Martin, PGM:  Sisters and Brothers, the hour has arrived to open this Grand 
Chapter Session.   
 
(The Grand Pages entered the Grand Chapter Room and performed a short drill, 
which ended with their forming lines in the northwest and southwest corners of 
the room to await the entrance of the Grand Officers.  They escorted the Grand 
Officers as they entered and then took positions on the floor in the East while the 
Grand Officers completed their march.  The Grand Conductress and Associate 
Grand Conductress escorted the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand 
Patron through the Labyrinth to the East while Brothers Bernie Hauber (299) and 
“Fritz” McMullin (325) sang a duet, “It is Well With My Soul”.  The Worthy Grand 
Matron and Worthy Grand Patron each ascended the dais and were given Grand 
Honors by the members.  The Worthy Grand Matron directed the Grand Officers 
to assume their stations and the Grand Pages exited the floor to assume their 
duties.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  What a sight you all create.  Together we have arrived.  to be 
together is such a blessing.  Let us never take it for granted.  What a privilege to gather 
here in Kearney, all across Nebraska and beyond our State’s borders through the hard 
work of our Tech team and the advantages of electronic media.  Welcome! 
     Sister Candy, Brother Harold – “Terry” Terry --  Thank you both for opening this session.  
It is such a privilege to be back here with you, to have you here with our members, and we 
are grateful for your “stick-to-it-ness” whether it is candy or glass.  It is our privilege to 
follow your leadership of the Grand Chapter.  Thank you for being here. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Sister Candy and Brother Terry, it seems like a very long time – 
maybe even a couple of years – since we were here together at your “Legacy of Service” 
Session.  Thank you for opening this Grand Chapter Session for us.  It is so nice to be back 
here and we really appreciate you being here with us and for your past service and service 
in the future, so thank you. 
 
(Junior Past Grand Matron Candy Martin and Past Grand Patron “Terry” Terry 
left the East and the Grand Chapter Opening continued.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We extend our gratitude for all who have presented and 
performed, and shared their talents with us tonight, thank you!  Thank you, Brother Jim, for 
your dynamic narration and your warm kick-off to this Session.  Thank you to our March 
Directors, Sister Beverly Donham and Sister Cyn Norman, Past Grand Matrons, for 
preparing us for this evening.  It is difficult to comprehend the many hours of planning and 
labor that are necessary in  preparing for a Grand Chapter Session.  My appreciation and 
thankfulness is extended to each and every one of you who has helped in any and every 
way.  It takes a village, and we are privileged to have your support. Sister Dee, our Acting 
Grand Marshal, your Flag Tribute was most impressive.  Thank you so much for making 
this ceremony so meaningful for us today.   This causes us to pause and reflect on the 
symbols we hold dear.  To those who have helped you, and thanked you, we are grateful.  
May we always be reminded of the privileges we enjoy.  Brother Bill, our Grand Chaplain, 
Thank you.  Your dedicated service these past two years has been such a blessing to this 
family and to this Grand Chapter.  The Memorial Hour you created and shared was another 
blessing.  The prayers of our members and their use of them have an added gratitude for 
your loving dedication.  To each and all who prepared and shared presentations, tributes, 
remarks, music, we thank you for your hard work and contribution.  To our General 
Arrangements Committee, volunteers, tech team, an assembly that you can create in two 
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short days – thank you for creating such a beautiful Grand Chapter Room for us.  To 
Brother Albert Fisher, your sidekick,  Brother Herb, to Sister Tiffany, to Sister Kerri:  Thank 
you for sharing your time and expertise of technology, lighting, and sound effects.  Your 
magic enhances our beautiful Star.  Thank you for all you do, not only on this day, but year-
round to prepare for these Sessions. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  I don’t know where to begin to thank everyone who have worked so 
hard and performed so flawlessly during the Pandemic, preparing for the breaks and the 
banquets and the entertainment before and entertainment after with the music; to every 
Past Grand Organist, the music has just been incredible.  This – and I have to say this, 
thank you  to the District Grand Supervisors for your narration of the “Snap, Crackle, Pop” 
song this afternoon was special --e no, it was really wonderful – I am kidding; I and going to 
catch it for that!  And I would be remiss if I didn’t mention several – and it really strikes me 
odd, we have had several people from our Chapter in Bellevue – which is the last 
numbered in our State and it’s “Alpha”, and that doesn’t make any sense to me – because 
you have served the last 3 or 4 days with the entertainment to setting up the for the 
banquets, -- moving things around -- it has just been incredible and I have to thank you 
specifically, the members – and I think maybe your members needed to be remembered 
and I thank you for that.   Everything has been fantastic and I hope you enjoy these two 
days as much as we have and we really appreciate everything you have done.  Thank you. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We have a very special greeting that we would like to share with 
you now.  Her hope was to be with us in person, but our guidelines prevented that and so 
electronically and digitally, but filled with great love, it is my privilege to present to you our 
Most Worthy Grand Matron: 
 
(Most Worthy Grand Matron Sister Marianne Shenefelt appeared by Zoom:) 
 
Marianne Shenefelt, MWGM:  Sister Karan, Worthy Grand Matron, and Brother Bruce, 
Worthy Grand Patron, our General Grand Chapter Ambassador, Committee Members, 
Most Worthy Grand Matron Special Appointment Campfire Friend, Past Grand Matrons and 
Patrons, Sisters, Brothers, and Friends all:  It is a wonderful pleasure and an honor to be a 
part of your “Enduring Hope” Grand Chapter Session.  Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron 
Karan, for giving me the opportunity to greet everyone virtually.  I am sure neither one of us 
ever thought we would be greeting each other in this way today, and while it truly amazing 
to be able to do this, I truly miss getting in my car and making my traditional drive to the 
East to arrive in Kearney to be with you in person.  I think we have all learned that nothing 
beats a warm hug, welcoming smiles, and kind words that are such spoken directly to you. 
Congratulations to the Grand Chapter of Nebraska for your dedication and determination to 
keep Eastern Star active and alive.  Your efforts to stay connected and to use the methods 
available such as Zoom, Facebook, and the like to your advantage, has been has been 
amazing.  You are alive and are sticking with it in making things happen. You can be very 
proud – and I’m proud  of your efforts for  your Service and Therapy Dog Project, which is 
very dear to my heart.  I have been known to say, Nebraska is one of the top Poster 
Children for Eastern Star’s permanent, primary identifying charity of Service Dogs, because 
you are!  Thank you for establishing your Standing Committee, for having such wonderful 
promotions and holding fundraisers such as having a drawing for  beautiful quilt, and for 
having “dog paws” for your fun emblem.  And of course, the ultimate, changing people’s 
lives by supporting legitimate Service Dog Organizations.  Your charity work has always 
been outstanding in the many areas that you support and again, you can be proud of your 
efforts.  The Pandemic may have changed your methods, but not your dedication. 
      I would like to take this opportunity to recognize and thank the five Nebraska Sisters 
who are serving General Grand Chapter and representing you very well:  Sister Jan, 
Ambassador to the Philippines, Luzon; Sister Sharlene, Member of the Appeals and 
Grievances; Sister Cyn, our Eastern Star Journal; Sister Judy, Service Dogs; Sister Bev on 
Youth; and Sister Laurie, as my Special Appointment as Campfire Friend.  A big thank you 
to the Tri-line for their service and willingness to serve during this unusual and extended 
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time:  Past Grand Matron Candy and Past Grand Patron Terry; Worthy Grand Matron 
Karan and Worthy Grand Patron Bruce; and soon to be installed Associate Grand Matron 
Sister Dottie and Associate Grand Patron Brother  David.  Thank you for your cooperation 
and devotion to making things work during these challenging  times.  It goes without saying 
that these leaders have the best interests of Nebraska Eastern Star and our Order in your 
hearts.  Thank you to all of you who will always be a part of 2018-2021 General Grand 
Chapter Team. 
      I would like to close with this brief little story:  “One small village decided to pray for 
rain.  On the day of prayer, all people gathered but only one boy came with an umbrella; 
that is Faith!  An example of a one-year-old baby,  when you throw him in the air, he laughs 
because he knows you will catch him, that’s Trust!  Every night when we go to bed we have 
no assurance that we will wake up tomorrow morning alive; but still, we set an alarm for 
tomorrow, that’s Hope!”  We in Eastern Star have the same Faith, Trust and Hope that the 
coming months and years will be better and better. 
 
      Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron Karan, for this opportunity to bring greetings and my 
wish for you and your Worthy Grand Patron Bruce a wonderful, special, and enjoyable 
Grand Chapter Session.  My very best wishes to you, Sister Dottie and Brother David for a 
memorable installation and a great year ahead.  I look forward to hearing about your 
successes.   
       Thank you, my dear neighbors to the East.  Please take care; be safe and well. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you, Sister Marianne.  Challenges and obstacles have been 
before us, but none greater than for our Most Worthy Grand Matron and Most Worthy 
Grand Patron.  We are able to gather in this modified and distanced way; they have 
sacrificed for our welfare our gathering in Salt Lake City this Fall.  Our hearts go out to 
them as they complete their journey of dedicated leadership; but my heart breaks that we 
won’t have their ongoing leadership through the rest of this year and an appropriate 
session to celebrate what they have accomplished for our General Grand Chapter.  In 
addition to her remarks, Sister Marianne has provided for us this beautiful arrangement of 
flowers which will remain on our Grand Secretary’s desk through the remainder of the 
Session.  Thank you, Sister Marianne, we are honored and privileged to serve with you.  
Will you all please join me in thanking our Most Worthy Grand Matron and Most Worthy 
Grand Patron for their dedication, leadership, and support of our Grand Chapter.  
(Applause)  And maybe there are a few from Wyoming onboard on Facebook tonight.  We 
know we have some Zoom visitors with us tonight from Colorado and from Kansas, and we 
know they, too,  have the same appreciation for the leadership of our General Grand 
Chapter.  
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We now turn to that part of the evening where we meet and greet 
our guests.  The Worthy Grand Patron and I will be taking turns as much as possible with 
our welcomes.  Please know that as we greet you, we speak for each other as well.  We 
want to remind you that while we will maintain social distancing as space allows here in the 
Grand Chapter Room, and  now that we have Candy and Terry, we will to that and we will 
avoid any hugging and handshakes when you come to the East so that you can remain 
safe and at a low risk.  We invite you as your group is to be introduced and recognized to 
come to the Grand Chapter Room if you are comfortable.  If, indeed, you are more 
comfortable remaining in your Bubble, you have our respect and regard.  Our Registration 
has determined our introductions and, therefore, if you are here, your name will be read 
and you will be entered into the record of your participation in this Grand Chapter even 
without coming into the Grand Chapter Room.  If you are participating and coming into the 
Grand Chapter Room, please line up in the hallway that separates the Grand Chapter 
Room from the Crystal Bubbles.  Our Page Coordinators are there and assisting in helping 
you to social distance and you are comfortable, so arrive on time so you can participate.  
We honor your choice; we honor your comfort level.  We extend our respect and courtesies 
to all who have joined us. 
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  PRESENTATION OF GUESTS 
     
         GRAND OFFICERS OF THE GRAND LODGE OF AF & AM 
               OF NEBRASKA AND HEADS OF MASONIC BODIES 
 

(The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress, was 
instructed by the Worthy Grand Matron to introduce the Grand Officers of the 
Grand Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska and Heads of 
other Masonic Bodies.  The following were introduced behind Grand Esther’s 
station.) 
 
From the Grand Lodge A.F.& A.M. of Nebraska and Heads of Other Masonic 
Bodies in Nebraska:  Right Worshipful Brothers John B. Ferguson, Grand 
Junior Warden; Most Worshipful Brother Michael W. Stuhr, Grand Senior 
Deacon; John R. Herbolsheimer, Grand Junior Deacon; Eric J. BenSalah, 
Grand Junior Steward. 
 
From the Grand York Rite:   Daniel Marr,  Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter 
Royal Arch Masons in Nebraska; Sir Knight Anthony (A.J.) Johnson, Grand 
Commander, Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of Nebraska; Dennis 
Newman, Grand Secretary/Recorder, Grand York Rite of Nebraska; Lucian 
Cecil Smith, Grand Principal Sojourner,  Grand Chapter, Royal Arch 
Masons; Carl Plants, Grand Master of the First Veil, Royal Arch Masons; 
Michael Lagueux, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Council, Cryptic Masons; 
Sir Knight Steve Barchus, Grand Generalissimo, Grand Commandery, 
Knights Templar; Sir Knight Marvin Moeller, Grand Chapter General, Grand 
Commandery, Knights Templar; Sir Knight Joseph P. Charbonneau, Grand 
Junior Warden, Grand Commandery, Knights Templar. 
 
From the Daughters of the Nile:  Her Majesty Angie Huebner, Queen, Sat-Ra 
Temple; and Her Majesty Vicki Summers, Queen, Naamah Temple. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sisters, Brothers, and Friends:  Welcome.  Great Leaders don’t set 
out to be a leader; they set out to make a difference.  It is never about the way; always 
about the goal.  Thank you so much for your abilities to set goals and move forward while 
we are still learning our way through the obstacles of COVID-19.  Your leadership and your 
success are greatly appreciated.  Thank you.  And thank you for being with us this evening. 
 
(The Grand Lodge Officers of the Grand Lodge, A.F.&A.M. of Nebraska and 
Heads of other Masonic Bodies were escorted to the East.  They were a hearty 
welcome and invited to remain in the East.) 
 
       PAST GRAND MASTERS 
 

(The Grand Conductress was instructed by the Worthy Grand Matron to 
introduce the Past Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge, A.F.&A.M. of 
Nebraska. The following were introduced behind Grand Esther’s station:  Most 
Worshipful Sirs Brothers Don Rasmussen, Dwight Smith, James F. Brown, 
Jr., Mike Jones, Bruce Baker, Dennis Rix, and Rick Myers.) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Most Worshipful Sirs, you are a vision from this vantage point -- it is 
very comforting to me to know that I am not the last in the line nor am I the first in the line, 
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Don!  We appreciate you very, very much being here tonight and we all thank you for your 
leadership in the past and your continued commitment to our organization.  Masonry is a 
very important item in our lives whether it be you as Past Grand Masters or here at an 
Eastern Star gathering and we appreciate your continued leadership and commitment to 
our values and our organization. 
 
(The Past Grand Masters were escorted to the East.  They were given a hearty 
welcome and invited to remain in the East.) 
 
            GRAND MASTER OF MASONS, A.F.&A.M. 
 
(The Grand Conductress was instructed by the Worthy Grand Matron to present 
the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons 
of Nebraska,  Most Worshipful Brother James  Carlton, behind Grand 
Esther’s station.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Grand Master Jim, it is an honor to have you here this evening and 
Kim, we welcome you as well and thank you for coming.  The  course of advancement 
through the lines of our Fraternities did not originally cast us to serve together, but I am 
grateful to share this time with you, the third Grand Master of our term!  You and I have 
served together for more than a decade – I think we could probably say decades – on the 
Masonic Youth Leadership Conference Committee, and it is my privilege to serve with you 
this year and especially to encourage you to “soar” through your term as Grand Master.  
Your leadership has blessed our Masonic family and each organization.  We welcome you 
here this evening.  Sister Grand Conductress, you will escort the Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masonic of Nebraska, to the East. 
 
(The Grand Conductress escorted the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge to the 
East where he was given a hearty welcome.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Grand Master Jim, would you please bring greetings at this time? 
 
James Carlton, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Nebraska:  I would be 
happy to. (Looking at his Smartphone.) This is starting to be a standing joke – I try to be 
like the young people, you know, and bring my notes on the phone, and to make a long 
story short – the first time I tried it was at Rainbow Grand Assembly and was all ready to 
go, and I deleted all my notes when I tried to bring it up,  so I had to “wing” it, of course! 
 
Worthy Grand Matron Karan, Worthy Grand Patron Bruce, Sisters and Brothers, what a 
pleasure to be standing up here in front of one of my favorite organizations.  It is my 
pleasure to bring greetings from Grand Lodge.  Thank you, Karan, for introducing Kim, my 
Lady – she’s over there in the front row. 
 
In preparing for this, I have been thinking about all of my experiences at Grand Chapter 
and maybe you will indulge me while I tell you about a couple of things that popped in my 
mind.  The first was when I started to coming to Grand Chapter, it was in Pershing 
Auditorium and what a setting – it was so much different than this, but certainly not as 
elegant.  But one of the crazy things was when I was riding one of the vans – how that 
happened, we stayed in a hotel a mile and a half away from the site and there were always 
like 200 people or maybe 300 – anyway hundreds of people leaving the auditorium and 
going over to the hotel for the banquets, then having to get back on the vans to get back 
over to Pershing, and you did not want to get in the way of a 50-year member who thought 
it was her turn to get on the van!  (Laughter)  And then, one of the other things was with 
my deceased lady, Trudy.  I had a wonderful year  when she was Grand Esther and 
traveled around the State, and I have to be honest, I kind of dreaded going to the small 
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towns and knowing I would have to sit down with old folks— 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  And now you are one! 
 
James Carlton, Grand Master:  Yeah, I guess I am  (Laughter) – anyway, after a couple 
of experiences with it, I discovered that the people you would meet were like old friends, I 
mean you had an immediate connection, even before you were done with the dinner, it was 
like, “Wow, how can we get together again?”  It is like being here at Grand Chapter and it 
was really incredible.  And the next one was getting involved with the Choir – thanks, Judy 
Wehrbein and Alvin!  So Judy called me up and said a lot of States – and I have to back up 
a little, I do a little bit of directing with my group, the Shrine Chanters at Tangier -- and so 
she called and she had been to other States and their choirs were really wonderful and it 
was a really nice thing to do, and if she would put a choir together,  would I direct it.  So, 
that’s how that got started and I go back with Judy to the Youth Foundation and all the 
things we attend together, so I felt like I owed it to her.  And she roped Roxie – Sister Roxie 
Beaton from Bellevue into the project as well, and Roxie and I met and we sort of talked 
about the things we wanted to do like having a sing-along and Roxie said she would work 
on the music.  And about a month or two later, she called me and said, “Come by the 
house”,  and she had 3 boxes full of songbooks that she had personally put together – I 
think there were 32 books, all in order, loaded with all the music.  She had somehow done 
this in her house and said, “Oh, I just put some of them on the piano and put them on the 
table.”  But then I got my partner, Mary Ann Stevens, picked up with me the pianist for me., 
and we have just a ball. It was a lot of work to get started, but once we got started with 
Roxie, we kind of had the format down, and we started to bring in new music and some 
new things.  And – and I have to go back – and the first time we performed, we were 
supposed to have like 2 hours of practice time – it said on the schedule, but the marches 
were going on in front of us so long – so we really only got 1 hour or little less to practice, 
so we were just racing through all the music.  We had like 30 songs to learn, but we felt like 
we had them good enough to go, and so about half-way through, I said, “This is good 
enough; just do the best you can.”   I thought it was going to be a disaster, but it  was 
wonderful and I would have to say, for the first time, they were good enough musicians,  -- 
you know, you worry because people want to sing just because they wanted to be in the 
group, but they were great and it was really fun, and so there went the stress.  And then in 
later years, it was kind of like, we can do this and Mary Ann and I kind of have it down now, 
and it is easier to do because of Mary Ann.  And then another memorable thing was the 
first year that we sort of  “stumbled” into the “Enchanters”  -- with three of my other Brothers 
from the Tangier Chanters, all Eastern Star guys -- a couple of them from my home 
Chapter in Bellevue, got asked to sing at a luncheon and so we spent a little time putting 
together two songs – and that led to more things.   But we had a fun time, it was Bernie 
and, Bill, Fritz, and myself -- we were not the “Chanters”, but the “Enchanters”.  So what I 
am saying is, Grand Chapter became somewhat of an anomaly and something that I 
always look forward to, and I always really enjoy it. 
      So after all of that -- it is special to be standing here tonight as Grand Master, 
something I never pictured would ever happen -- and to bring greetings from the Grand 
Lodge.  So I want to compliment Karan and Bruce on their 2-year effort during this horrible 
experience of COVID for a wonderful job.  And it is great to see all of our organizations are 
“Zooming” and getting back to action, or I hope they are, because now is the time to renew 
our efforts to double up and get back to where we should be.  So that is what I have been 
focusing on In my first couple of months in the Grand Lodge as Grand Master and  I am 
pretty encouraged and am seeing a lot of -- getting a lot of positive feedback from the 
meetings and our Lodges and organizations are really getting back to practicing and 
working with the new candidates and getting them advanced.  And another thing that is 
coming back and I want to mention this, is the Triennial Youth Conference – I never miss a 
chance to plug that.  We couldn’t have it last year because of COVID and it is wonderful 
event held here in Kearney and it will be on October 16th and 17th this year.  It is a great 
thing to attend and I get a real thrill out of it; it is motivational and it is wonderful for our 
youth.  So I would ask that you either go or support it or your Chapters and Lodges to 
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support it financially, because it is a really good thing. 
      Worthy Grand Matron Karan and Worthy Grand Bruce, I wish you the best in your 
Grand Chapter Session and I wish you all in your Chapters great success in this coming 
year.  Thank you. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you, Grand Master, Jim, for bringing greetings.  We 
appreciate the efforts you have made to join us.  We thank you sincerely for being here and 
for your support and devotion, and you are invited to remain on the stage with us as we 
greet our other guests and our Youth Leaders. 
 
James Carlton, Grand Master:  Thank you.  I will do that. 
 
        YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 
 

(The Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress, was 
instructed by the Worthy Grand Matron to introduce the Youth Leaders and Adult 
Youth Leaders. The following were introduced behind Grand Esther’s Station:  
Sister Hayly Daudt, Grand Worthy Advisor, Nebraska International Order of 
the Rainbow for Girls; Rachel Radloff, Miss Nebraska Job’s Daughter;  
Angela Kramer, Miss Nebraska Congeniality, Nebraska Job’s Daughters 
International; Ethan White, State Senior Councilor, DeMolay; Kathryn Rice, 
DeMolay State Sweetheart; Sister Betty Garwood, Supreme Inspector for 
Nebraska and Supreme Chaplain,  International Order of the Rainbow for 
Girls; Amber Vipond, Grand Guardian, Nebraska, Job’s Daughters 
International; Brent Warwick, Associate Grand Guardian, Nebraska, Job’s 
Daughters International; and Grady Wells, Executive Officer, Nebraska 
DeMolay.) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Your presence with us here tonight really brightens this Grand 
Chapter Room.  Your energy and enthusiasm are refreshing and contagious.  Although I 
know you have heard it a hundred times,  – and this also includes our Adult Leaders – you 
are our future..  We welcome you and your great work and we appreciate you very much.   
 

(The Leaders of the Youth Groups and their Adult Leaders were escorted to the 
East and given a hearty welcome.) 
 
          JOB’S DAUGHTERS INTERNATIONAL 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  I now have the pleasure of introducing Angela Kramer, Miss 
Nebraska Congeniality.  Angela, we would be delighted if you would bring greetings tonight 
from Job’s Daughters International.  Thank you. 
 
Angela Kramer, Miss Nebraska Congeniality, Job’s Daughters International:  Worthy 
Grand Matron Karan, Worthy Grand Patron Bruce, Members and Friends.  Good evening.  
My name is Angela Kramer and I am Miss Nebraska Congeniality for the 2020-2021 year.  
We have had monthly  virtual events this year and even had a 100th anniversary initiation 
near the place where the very first initiation was held.  My role as Miss Nebraska 
Congeniality is to assist in the interest. welfare, and growth of the Order.  Miss Nebraska 
Job’s Daughter, Rachel Radloff, has for her philanthropic project, HIKE.  HIKE provides 
hearing aids for children whose parents cannot afford them financially.  Grand Bethel 
Honored Queen Rachel Jendro’s project this year is to raise money for  Project Harmony in 
Omaha, a shelter and services for youth experiencing child abuse and neglect. I have 
encouraged Bethels to hold virtual events while we are apart.  If you know of any girls 
between 10 and 20  who might be interested in Job’s Daughters, we would love to meet 
them and we have some cute incentives for each new member and any current member 



92 

who signs an application.  Thank you for allowing us to spend this time with you here 
tonight and I can’t wait to be initiated tomorrow.  Can’t Wait!  Thank you.   
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Thank you, Angela.  Sister Karan and I are pleased to have you bring 
greetings.  We are also very pleased to be able to present you with this check to support 
the projects of the Order of the Job’s Daughters.  Thank you for being here.  (Applause) 
 
Angela Kramer, Miss Nebraska Congeniality, IORG:  Thank you very much. 
 
           INTERNATIONAL ORDER OF THE RAINBOW FOR GIRLS 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM: I now have the pleasure to introduce Sister Hayly Daudt, the Grand 
Worthy Advisor of the International Order of the Rainbow for Girls of Nebraska, and a 
member of Mount Vernon Chapter No. 84 in Plainview – and Sister Hayly, would you 
please bring greetings on behalf of Nebraska Rainbow? 
 
Sister Hayly Daudt, Grand Worthy Advisor, International Order of Rainbow for Girls 
in Nebraska:   Good evening, everyone.  I am so happy to be here.  Basically going to any 
event this year, is more exciting than anything.  It is even more special since Karan has 
been part of Nebraska Rainbow for many years and we all love her so much.  Bruce was 
also our State Rainbow Dad last year and we love him, too.  Karan and Bruce, you have 
been amazing this year and you touched so many lives.  I am not going to dwell on how 
tough this year was because we know it has been.  All of our organizations have banded 
together as one family.  I love that Nebraska Rainbow can turn to any of the Masonic 
organizations and you would not hesitate to help us.  Thank you for your continued support.  
We cannot tell you how much we appreciate it. 
     For those of you who do not know me, I am Hayly Daudt, Grand Worthy Advisor of 
Nebraska Rainbow, and  I will be quickly finishing my term soon.  This year, my theme was 
“Dr. Seuss” and my motto was:  “You’ll Move Mountains”.  My colors are light blue, purple, 
and yellow.  My symbol is the Dr. Seuss Hat; my flower is the Truffula Tree; my mascot is 
the Loraz, and , and my Scripture:  “Little Children, let us not love in word or talk, but in 
deed and truth.”  1 John 3:18.  My service project was the Scholastic Book Program.  I 
have chosen this project because I am a faithful reader. And I love reading to children.  It 
helps their development along with many other things.  How the program works – the 
program sponsors a child and gives a child a book each month for $1.00.  I am working on 
this project through my Assembly and a link that you can donate to so if you would like to 
donate to this project, I can get it to them.  I hope to help children now and in the years to 
come.  I have a few of my officers here with me today – would you please stand?  I have 
the honor of introducing Sister Kaydi Daudt, Grand Faith; Sarah Perron, Grand Treasurer; 
Kathryn Rice, Grand Chaplain; our Traveling Mom, Karen Foster, and our Supreme 
Inspector and Supreme Chaplain, Betty Garwood.  There are many, many more Rainbow 
Girls here with us today and we thank you for always helping us always. 
     Our Grand Session is still on – thank goodness!  It is on June 11 through the 13th at 
Doane University in Crete, Nebraska and we invite you to come join us and enjoy all the 
fun.  I am so honored to have been invited to the “Enduring Hope” Grand Chapter Session.  
Thank you for inviting me to speak and to be a part of the Flag Tribute.  (Applause) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Sister Hayly, thank you for being with us this evening and I also have 
a check to present to you – and I have to read this because there are so many words --   To 
the International Order of the Rainbow for Girls.  This is part of the proceeds from Sister 
Karan’s and my projects this year.  We hope you have good use for it.  Thank you. 
 
Hayly Daudt, Grand Worthy Advisor:  Thank you very much. (Applause) 
 
  DEMOLAY OF NEBRASKA 
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Bruce Baker, WGP:  I have the pleasure of introducing Ethan White, State Senior 
Councilor, DeMolay of Nebraska.  Ethan, would you bring greetings on behalf of Nebraska 
DeMolay? 
 
Ethan White, State Senior Councilor, DeMolay of Nebraska:  Good evening, My name 
is Ethan White, and I am State Senior Council of Nebraska DeMolay, and I would like to 
introduce someone – we have our State Sweetheart, Kathryn Rice.  (Applause) On behalf 
of Nebraska DeMolay, I would like congratulate Karan and Brice on their successful term.  
We would like to thank you for your continue support of DeMolay and I would like to remind 
you that our Chapters are here to help at events.  I would also like to invite all of you to our 
Conclave on July 24th in Grand Island.  At 6:00 p.m., we will have a banquet at the Ramada 
Inn and we would like to see you all there.  Thank you again so much for inviting us and 
having us bring greetings.  (Applause) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  And actually we do have some words that were written but  – and I 
am not meaning to embarrass Ethan, but I am going to – so I am going to give you this 
check, again from Karan’s and my projects this year – but back to the Senior  person in the 
back there, the Adult sponsor, because he knows my name is Bruce!  (Laughter) No, I am 
kidding – they put me up to this, Ethan, and I didn’t want to embarrass you, but it was worth 
every minute of it!    
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Ethan, thank you all for bringing greetings here this evening.  I 
don’t intend to embarrass you again, but it really is nice not to be the only redhead in the 
room – we’re so glad you joined us.  Our Youth Leaders have each done a great job, 
especially during this challenging journey that we have known as 2020.  It is our privilege to 
serve with you and to support your organizations.  Sisters and Brothers, please again, join 
us in congratulating and thanking these fine young adults for their leadership work in our 
Masonic family.  (Applause) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  At this time, it is my pleasure to introduce our Adult Leaders here for 
Job’s Daughters International, International Rainbow for Girls, and Nebraska DeMolay.  
Please stand as I say your name:  Sister Betty Garwood, Supreme Chaplain of the 
International Order of the Rainbow for Girls; Job’s Daughters Grand Guardian of Job’s 
Daughters International Amber Vipond; Brent Warwick, Associate Grand Guardian of Job’s 
Daughters International; and Brother Grady Wells, Executive Officer, Nebraska DeMolay.  
Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  At this time, we would like to feature the talents of our youth.  Our 
original plan for the 2020 Session was to feature a Youth Choir representing all three Youth 
Groups.  COVID changed that outcome, but not our desire to welcome the talents of our 
Youth.  It is our pleasure to share with you this evening, Sister Kaydi Daudt, a member of 
Mount Vernon Chapter No. 84 in Plainview, and a member of Plainview Assembly No. 34, 
International Order of the Rainbow for Girls.  Kaydi also serves the Grand Assembly of 
Nebraska as Grand Faith, and Kaydi is going to share her music and her talents with us. 
 
(Kaydi Daudt shared a musical selection by playing her guitar and singing, 
“Dream Small”.)  
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Thank you, Sister Kaydi.  I know we were having some difficulty and 
the sound was not what we anticipated, Kaydi, but we on the stage here could hear it all 
and it was beautiful.  Thank you. (Applause) Sisters and Brothers, please join me in 
showing our appreciation to the Youth Leaders and Adult Leaders for being here with us 
this evening.  (Applause) 
 
(The Youth and Adult Leaders left the stage and the Worthy Grand Matron 
directed the Grand Conductress to open the Bible on the Altar.) 
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               INTRODUCTIONS 
 
    GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER AMBASSADOR 
                   AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
(As directed by the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress, presented the 
General Grand Chapter Ambassadors and General Grand Committee Members at 
the Altar as follows:  Past Grand Matrons Jan Thoman, Ambassador to the 
Philippines, Luzon; Sharlene Coulter, Member of the Appeals and 
Grievances Committee; Cynthia Norman, Member of the Eastern Star 
Journal Committee; Judy Wehrbein, Member of the Service Dogs 
Committee; and Beverly Donham, Member of the Youth Committee.) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  It is a with pleasure that I welcome you because you are the tie that 
binds us to the General Grand Chapter activities, projects, and business.  Thank you for 
coming here and being a part of our “Enduring Hope” Grand Session. 
 
(The Ambassador and General Grand Chapter Committee Members were 
escorted through the Labyrinth to the East, given Grand Honors and then seated 
in the Grand Chapter Room.)   
  
 PAST GRAND MATRONS AND PAST GRAND PATRONS 
   OF NEBRASKA 
 

(As directed by the Worthy Grand Matron, Eighteen Past Grand Matrons and 
Thirteen Past Grand Patrons of Nebraska were presented at the Altar by the 
Grand Conductress, assisted by the Associate Grand Conductress as follows:  
Past Grand Matrons Sisters Marie Rasmussen, Judy Bespalec, Bonnie 
Evans, Carol Luther, Jeanine Bryceson, Susan Andreasen, Joni Bennett, H. 
Marlene Jones, Mary Jo Peterson, Dee Schuetz, Donna Carmichael, Betty 
Kirby, Betty Garwood, Wanda Fisher, Billie Mattern, Jerrie Wilcox, Brenda 
McGuire, Candy Martin; and Past Grand Patrons Brothers Fran Crowe, 
James F. Brown, Jr., Robert Rhodes, Robert Carhart, Robert Attebery, 
Michael Donham, Tregan Albers, Bruce Raddatz, Carl Plants, Alvin 
Benemerito, DeLoyt Young,  Gary Brhel and Harold “Terry” Terry.  
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Wow!  Thank you for your faith in the ability for us to gather and faith 
enough that you chose to be here with us this evening.  We are honored!   Oprah Wintry 
said:  “Being the best at this moment puts you in the best place for the next moment.” You 
have given your best for years and now we are in a better place for that today and for our 
future.  Your faith in this chair or in this Grand Chapter blesses our members and their 
Chapters.  Thank you for being so engaged during these past two years and for all the 
wisdom, support and encouragement you have showered upon Brother Bruce and myself.  
You have served in so many ways; we are very grateful.  Thank you for honoring us tonight 
with your presence. 
 
(The Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons of Nebraska were escorted to 
the East and given the Grand Honors.) 
 
   MENTORS TO DISTRICT GRAND SUPERVISORS 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  I would like to take a moment at this time to indulge the Past Grand 
Matrons and Past Grand Patrons that agreed to serve as Mentors to our District Grand 
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Supervisors for 2019-2020.  It seemed like a really good idea in 2019 and then providence 
revealed its true value as we entered the Pandemic and our Supervisors engaged in strange 
challenges and isolations.  It is always good to have another supporter and encourager on 
your team.  The true and deep relationships that you have co-shared with our Supervisors 
blessed us all.  As I name our Mentors, would you please, Mentors, give a wave – and if you 
are among our General Grand Chapter Committee Appointees and have already been 
introduced, give us a wave – as we want to recognize you all and thank you for your ongoing 
service.  Our District Grand Supervisor Mentors are:  Sisters Susan Andreasen, Judy 
Bespalec, Beverly Donham, Bonnie Evans, Wanda Fisher, Betty Garwood, Betty Kirby, 
Carol Luther, Candace Martin, Billie Mattern, Brenda McGuire, Cyn Norman, Dee 
Schuetz, and Jerrie Wilcox; Brothers Alvin Benemerito, Gary Brhel, and Robert 
Rhodes.  Thank you for your ongoing leadership to our District Grand Supervisors. 
 
Bruce Baker:  Please join us in expressing our gratitude and thanking our Mentors for their 
leadership and ongoing dedication to our Grand Chapter.  (Applause) 
 
(The Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons left the East and returned to 
their assigned Bubble.) 
 
        GRAND CHAPTER OFFICERS EMERITI OF NEBRASKA 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will present the Grand Secretary and 
Grand Treasurers Emeriti. 
 
(As directed by the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress presented 
behind Esther’s Station the following Grand Officers Emeriti of Nebraska:  Sisters 
Cathy Wagner, Grand Secretary Emeritus; and Connie Havekost and Pam 
Brhel, Grand Treasurer Emeriti.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  My dear Sisters, how very special you are to us.  You have served 
our Grand Jurisdiction with grace and dignity and we sincerely thank you.  Mother Theresa 
shared her wisdom through these words:  “Few can do great things; only small things with 
great love”.  We thank you for each act of loving kindness you have shared with our Grand 
Chapter and our members.  Thank you. 
 
(The Grand Conductress escorted the Grand Secretary Emeritus and the Grand 
Treasurer Emeriti to the East where they were given a hearty welcome and then 
they returned to their assigned Bubbles.)  
 
    SPECIAL APPOINTMENT OF THE MOST WORTHY GRAND 
              MATRON and MOST WORTH GRAND PATRON 
                  
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Beverly Donham, you will please act as the Grand 
Conductress and present the Special Appointment of the Most Worthy Grand Matron and 
Most Worthy Grand Patron. 
 
(The Acting Grand Conductress Beverly Donham presented Sister Laurie Sieg, 
Special Appointment of the Most Worthy Grand Matron and Most Worthy 
Grand Patron as Campfire Friend Nebraska. and Grand Conductress of 
Nebraska.) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  It is with great pleasure that I welcome you, Sister Laurie, as 
Nebraska’s Campfire Friend – that is really hard to say!  You wear many hats and we are 
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really pleased to recognize you at this time, that is, before we put you back to work!  Thank 
you, Sister Laurie.   
 
(The Special Appointment of the Most Worthy Grand Matron and Most Worthy 
Grand Patron Campfire Friend was given a hearty welcome and escorted to her 
seat in the Grand Chapter Room.) 
 
             GRAND REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER JURISDICTIONS 
                                             IN NEBRASKA 
 

(By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress, assisted by the 
Associate Grand Conductress presented the following Grand Representatives at 
the Altar:)   
 
Celena Roth (301)……..……………………………...Alberta 
Melba Rife (86)………………….. ........................... Arizona 
Liz Ferguson (262)  ................ British Columbia & Yukon 
Elmer Huffman (216)......................................... California 
Susie Baker (39) ................................................ Colorado 
Dennis Rix (92)………………………  District of Columbia 
Joyce Porter (189) ................................................. Florida 
Terre Cowan (132) ............................................... Georgia 
Cathy Wagner (122) ................................................. Idaho 
Norma Cumings (275) ........................................... Illinois 
Wanda Fisher, PGM (261) ..........................................Italy 
Marna Raymond (325) .......................................... Kansas 
Becki Beck (41) .................................................. Kentucky 
Don Rasmussen ................................................ Manitoba 
Sharon Yockers (8) .................................. Massachusetts 
Rebecca Flores (299).......................................... Missouri 
Connie Ourada (35) ............................................ Montana 
Joan Jones (20) ...................................... New Brunswick 
Nicole Smith (189) ........................................ New Mexico 
Lorrie Bryant (271) ........................................... New York 
Sara Fegley (40) .........................................................Ohio 
Heather Palmer (325) ....................................... Oklahoma 
Betty Garwood, PGM (307) .................................. Ontario 
Betty Kirby, PGM (153) ............................. Saskatchewan 
Tim Birdsall (271) ............................................... Scotland 
Darrel Weers ............................................... South Dakota 
Diane Wilson (122) .................................. South Carolina 
Greg Mason (94) ............................................. Tennessee 
Sue Kissinger (199) .................................................Texas 
Don Norman (269) ..................................................... Utah 
Angi Miller (189) .................................................... Virginia 
Dennis Dubry (215,261) ..................................... Wyoming 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Simone de Beauvoir shared these words:  “One’s life has great 
value so long as one’s attributes value the lives of others by means of love, friendship, and 
compassion.”  Sisters and Brothers, one of the greatest joys as serving as  the Worthy 
Grand Matron is the opportunity to appoint new Grand Representatives.  With the impact of 
COVID-19, my joy of appointing Grand Representatives was doubled.  Thank you all for 
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accepting your appointments.  You play an important role in our Grand Chapter and we 
greatly appreciate your service to our beautiful Order.  I pray you make lasting relationships 
as you represent Nebraska in the Jurisdiction to which you have been called to serve.  
Remember, relationships are the value of living.  Thank you for being with us this evening. 
 
(The Grand Representatives of Nebraska were escorted to the Altar  where they 
given Grand Honors, followed by a hearty welcome and  then returned to their 
respective Bubbles.) 
 
             DISTRICT GRAND SUPERVISORS 
 

(By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress was instructed 
to present the District Grand Supervisors.  Fifteen sisters were presented as 
Grand Supervisors behind Grand Esther’s Station as follows:.) 
 
 Megan Pruitt (169)……………….. District No. 1 
 Tracey Hefner (200)……………….. District No. 2 
 Ellen Ott (122)……………………. District No. 3 
 Sheli Rice (325)……………………. District No. 4 
 Linda Dubry (261,215,55)………… District No. 5 
 Kelly Stahly (132)………………… District No. 6 
 Margaret Nelson (216)……………. District No. 7 
 Andrea Stewart (55)……………… District No. 8 
 Wanda Retzlaff (84)……………….. District No. 9 
 Terri Sherman (307)……………… District No. 10 
 Gloria Guern (114)………………… District No. 11 
 Julie Hornicek…………………….. District No. 12 
 Peggy Hitchcock………………… District No. 13 
 Chris Kennedy (263)………………. District No. 14 
 Susie Baker (39)…………………… District No. 15 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  I am pleased to welcome you Sisters, District Grand Supervisors.  
You are suspiciously looking like the group I saw a few hours ago, singing that wonderful – 
wonderful narration of “Snap, Crackle, Pop”!  It was very nice, thank you!  Your 
commitment to our Chapters, along with your knowledge and your ability to share your 
expertise with our members is incredibly valuable.  We recognize how hard you have 
worked to reach that level of proficiency.  The flexibilities you have displayed during this 
uncertain time of COVID-19, including the School of Instruction via Zoom, and your 
continuing  support, communication, and connection with the Chapters you were assigned 
is very much appreciated by all and we do thank you.  As a side note, at our last in-person 
School of Instruction, a comprehensive test of the knowledge needed to be an effective 
District Grand Supervisor was open to all takers.  A  Brother took and passed the test;  
knowing that in the not too distant future a Brother might be,  in fact, appointed as a District 
Grand Supervisor; thereby, we could break yet another glass ceiling!  However, that has 
not happened yet.  Ladies, thank you so much for a good job. 
 
(The District Grand Supervisors were escorted to the East, given a hearty 
welcome, and then returned to their respective Bubble.)  
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  At this time, we will have the privilege to hear again the talents of 
Sister Kaydi Daudt – and I would ask everyone to just hold that thought for one second, so 
we can make sure the mic is up and running because we don’t want to miss a word.  Thank 
you. 
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(Sister Kaydi Daudt (84) again played her guitar and sang a special song for the 
audience, “Humble and Kind”.) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  That is really beautiful.  Thank you.  You are very gifted and talented 
young lady, and once again your music is very beautiful and its message is timely.  Thank 
you, we really do appreciate it.  (Applause) 
 
(By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress, assisted by 
the Associate Grand Conductress, introduced the following Grand Pages behind 
Esther’s station): 
 
                GRAND PAGES 
 
Cindy Kehling (271)  Page for Worthy Grand Matron 
Dian Larsen (39)   Page for Worthy Grand Patron 
Peggy Gross (113)  Page for Associate Grand Matron 
Sarah Hobbie (1)   Page for Associate Grand Patron 
Sue Kittinger (199) Page for Grand Secretary 
Kristy Nerud (264) Page for Grand Treasurer 
Allison Burris (271) Page for Grand Conductress 
Rita Lindvall (35) Page for Associate Grand Conductress 
Judy Pickle (325) Page for Grand Chaplain 
Darlene Brown (189) Page for Acting Grand Marshal 
Laura Kay Baldwin (299) Page for Grand Organist 
Kristi Howell (55) Page for Grand Adah 
Rachel Nerud (214) Page for Grand Ruth 
Andrea Stewart (55, 142) Page for Grand Esther 
Trudi Thornburg (275) Page for Grand Martha 
Celena Roth (301) Page for Grand Electa 
Sabrina Chastain (325) Page for Grand Warder 
Angi Miller (189)  Page for Grand Sentinel 
Lorrie Bryant (271) Special page for Worthy Grand Matron 
Jean Crary (271)  Special Page for Worthy Grand Matron 
Tiffany Westerholt (271) Special Page for Worthy Grand Matron 
Carolyn Plants (271) Special Page for Worthy Grand Matron 
Marcia Donley (39) Special Page for Worthy Grand Patron Dennis Rix 
(92)  Special Page for Worthy Grand Patron 
Mike Donham, PGP (299) Special Page for Worthy Grand Patron 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  It is a pleasure to greet and recognize our Grand Pages.  What a 
sterling job, being a Grand Page!  I mean, all you do is sit around until the sound of alert, 
right?  Right?  (Laughter) You are expected to keep your Grand Officer on schedule, in 
the right place at the right time, to search around for forgotten or lost items, to carry 
messages to your Grand Officers, to keep track of gifts to be delivered or left behind by the 
Grand Officer, etc., etc. and  etc.  Did I mention, you also get to march – you are asked to 
all the things that even a parent shouldn’t be asked to do for their child!  Yet, you willingly 
accepted the station your Grand Officer asked you to fill and we are more grateful than you 
could possibly expect.  Truly, thank you! 
 
(The Grand Pages were given a hearty welcome and returned to their stations in 
the Grand Chapter Room.) 
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 ASSISTANT GRAND WARDERS AND SENTINELS 
 
(By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress, assisted by 
the Associate Grand Conductress introduced the following Assistant Grand 
Warders and Assistant Grand Sentinels behind Esther’s Station): 
  ASSISTANT GRAND WARDERS 
 
Tam Engler (299) - Chairman………………………… Omaha 
Elizabeth Charbonneau (6, 325)…………………. Omaha 
Sharon Yockers (8)……………………………….. Lincoln 
Suzanne Byler (9)…………………………………… Beatrice 
Joy Dannelly (13)…………………………………… Columbus 
Deb Ussery (84)……………………………………. Plainview 
Bonnie Forney (92)………………………………… Fremont 
Joyce Roberts (92, 122)……………………………. Fremont 
Robyn Mason (94)……………………………… Lincoln 
Martha Moeller (114)……………………………… Papillion 
Mary Nelson (114)…………………………………. Papillion 
Jerrie Wilcox, PGM (114)………………………….. Ralston 
Kathy Hartman (122)………………………………….. Fremont 
Cathy Wagner (214, 122)…………………………… Fremont 
Mary Frandsen (144)……………………………….. McCook 
Susan Corbin (189)…………………………………… Plattsmouth 
Myrna Vasta (198)……………………………………. Omaha 
Mary Ellen Kilmer (214)…………………………….. Mitchell 
Betty Kenyon (214)…………………………………… Mitchell 
Beth Pfeifer (215, 250)………………………………   Harrisburg 
Liz Ferguson (262)……………………………….        Kimball 
Denise Lagueuz (271,8)……………………………     Lincoln 
Nancy Weers (275)……………………………………  Lincoln 
Laurel Wolfe (299)………………………………….     Omaha 
Shirley DeVasure (299, 216)……………………….    Omaha 
Maril Hauber (299)…………………………………       Omaha 
Cindy Pedersen (301)…………………………South Sioux City 
Kathy Armour (301)……………………………South Sioux City 
Stacy Newcomb (301)…………………………South Sioux City 
Toby Varvais (301)……………………………  South Sioux City 
Suzanne Krishna (325)…………………………. Bellevue 
 
                 ASSISTANT GRAND SENTINELS 
 
Bernie Hauber (299) Chairman……………………… Omaha 
Keith Lindvall (35)……………………………………. Kearney 
Gale Retzlaff (84)………………………………… Plainview  
Greg Mason (94)…………………………………… Lincoln 
Allan Guern (114)…………………………………… Gretna 
Don Havekost (122)………………………………… Hooper 
Wendell Wagner (122) ………………………………. Fremont 
John Kirby (153)………………………………………. Lincoln 
Jim Gansemer (189)………………………………… Plattsmouth 
Robert Carhart, PGP………………………………. Wayne 
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Gene Frizzell (215)…………………………………….. Scottsbluff 
Elmer Huffman (216)…………………………………. Blair 
Ken Sieg (271)……………………………………… Lincoln 
Mike Lagueux (271)……………………………………. Lincoln 
Don Norman (279)…………………………………. Lincoln 
Bill Engler (299)…………………………………….. Omaha 
Edgar Flores (299)………………………………….. Omaha 
Ranillo Perez (299)…………………………………. Omaha 
George “Fritz” McMullin (325)…………………….. Bellevue 
William Pickle (325)………………………………… Bellevue 
Mo Krishna (325) ……………………………………. Bellevue 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Traditionally, our Assistant Grand Warders and Assistant Grand 
Sentinels are asked to protect the sanctity of our work by guarding the doors from intrusion 
of improper persons and to cheerfully assist our beloved members.  Once again, COVID-19 
has altered to some extent how we perform our duties.  While our Assistant Grand Warders 
and Assistant Grand Sentinels are actually tonight serving and protecting five rooms rather 
than one.  We appreciate your ability, commitment and willingness to serve and how 
flexible you have been.  Thank you. 
 

(The Assistant Grand Warders and Assistant Grand Sentinels were given a 
hearty welcome and returned to their assigned stations.) 
 
    GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE 
 
(By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress, assisted by 
the Associate Grand Conductress, presented the following General 
Arrangements Committee behind Esther’s Station): 
 
Wayne Andreasen (84), Co-Chairman………… Norfolk 
Michael Donham, PGP (299), Co-Chairman….. Omaha 
Rita Lindvall (35)…………………………………… Kearney 
Keith Lindvall (35)…………………………………. Kearney 
Robyn Mason (94)………………………………… Lincoln 
Greg Mason (94)…………………………………. Lincoln 
Allan Guern (114)…………………………………. Gretna 
Gloria Guern (114)………………………………….. Gretna 
Herbert Coulter (216)……………………………… Blair 
Albert Fisher (261)…………………………………… Thedford 
Wanda Fisher, PGM (261)…………………………. Thedford 
Bill Engler (299)…………………………………….. Omaha 
Tam Engler (299)………………………………… Omaha 
Judy Pickle (325)…………………………………. Bellevue 
William Pickle (325)………………………………… Bellevue 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Anne Frank shared these words:  “No one has ever  become poor 
by giving. If we become rich in our giving, you are among the wealthiest on earth.”   Year 
after year, you diligently serve and labor to create a beautifully safe and receptive 
environment for our Grand Chapter Session.  This year has presented numerous 
challenges and I thank you for your above and beyond the call of duty abilities and the 
generous gifts of  your time and talent.  You have transformed this Younes Convention 
Center into a magnificent setting for our Session.  There are not enough words to express 
our gratitude.  All I can say is, Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you from the bottom of our 
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hearts.  Sisters and Brothers, you will unite with me in giving the Committee on General 
Arrangements a hearty welcome.  (Applause) 
 
(Following the hearty welcome, the General Arrangements Committee left the 
Grand Chapter Floor and returned to their respective Bubbles.) 
 
         MARCH DIRECTORS, GRAND CHAPTER MUSICIAN,  
      DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
 
(As directed by the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress presented the 
following members behind Esther’s Station): 
 
Beverly Donham, PGM, (299)…………    March Director 
Cynthia “Cyn” Norman, PGM (279)…… March Director 
Mary Ann Stevens (189)…………Grand Chapter Organist 
Ruth Negus (275) ………………………     Director of Music 
Les Faulkenberry (299)……Assistant to Director of Music 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Sisters Bev and Cyn, your devotion, understanding, and patience are 
unbelievable.  It really is a pleasure to work with you both.  Your choreography, your 
attention to details, and your ability to go from a controlled rage to humor is a sight to 
behold!  I can’t imagine the marches at our Grand Chapters without you, so thank you, 
ladies. 
      And Sister Mary Ann, I have had the pleasure of listening to your music for many years 
now, and I never get tired of it.  Your incredible talent and willingness to share your gift is 
appreciated by all.  Thank you! 
       Sister Ruth, we sincerely thank you for serving as the Director of Music at our 
“Enduring Hope” Session.  Once again, the COVID virus had an profound effect on what 
could be done musically and how and where it can be presented.  You have conquered that 
challenge and you have truly have been spectacular.  Thank you.   
 
Karan Birdsall, WGP:  And thanks to Sister Les for joining us and singing as well.  Ruth, 
our desire was to create a “Sentimental Journey” featuring 6 decades and 2 centuries of 
Past Grand Organists, and you stepped in and shared your creative lyrics and we are most 
grateful, so thank you!  Sisters and Brothers, you will unite with me in giving them a hearty 
welcome.  (Applause). 
 
(The March Directors, Grand Chapter Musician,  Director of Music and her 
Assistant were conducted to their stations in the Grand Chapter Room.) 
        GRAND COMPANIONS 
 
(As directed by the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress, assisted by 
the Associate Grand Conductress, presented the following Grand Companion 
behind Esther’s Station): 
 
Brother Tim Birdsall………..  Husband of the Worthy Grand Matron 
Sister Susie Baker ……..                Wife of the Worthy Grand Patron  
  & Charlie …………………..                                     Special Guardian 
Keeven Arent………….     Husband of  the Associate Grand Matron 
Sister Marsha Wetrosky…         Wife of the Associate Grand Patron 
Brother Ken Sieg…………         Husband of the Grand Conductress 
Brother Dennis Dubry…    Husband of the Associate Grand   
                                    Conductress 
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Sister Marna Raymond……..             Wife of the Grand Chaplain 
Brother Jon Schuetz……….  Husband of the Acting Grand Marshal 
Brother Dave McArdle………           Husband of the Grand Organist 
Sister Christine Wood……..                     Mother of Grand Adah 
Sister Kaylene Martin………     Grandmother of Grand Martha 
Sister Sherry Kunz…………..                 Mother of Grand Electa 
Brother Bryan Rice…………     Husband of the Grand Warder 
Sister Nicole Smith………..           Wife of the Grand Sentinel 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  I am going to make a confession and an observation at this time.  
Over the years, I have kind of secretly scoffed at the term, “Grand Family.”  However, your 
friendship, your commitment and connection, to not  only your Grand Officer, but to all of 
the Officers and companions is what makes this “Enduring Hope” Grand Family, truly 
“grand”.  Thank you for all your encouragement and support during the good times and the 
rough spots as we traveled together as a Grand Family over the past two years.  You have 
blessed each and every one of us individually and collectively.  Thank you. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  What a privilege it is to have you as Family.  We have traveled and 
served, and only just begun to enjoy our time together as a family.  Thank you for all you 
have done in the giving of yourselves to us.  Sisters and Brothers, you will unite with me in 
giving them a hearty welcome.  (Applause) 
 
(The Grand Companions were seated by the Grand Conductress and Associate 
Grand Conductress in the Grand Chapter Bubble.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will introduce the Standing, Special 
and Other Committees Chairmen, who will remain in their Bubbles. 
 
    STANDING, SESSION AND OTHER COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 
(As directed by the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Conductress, assisted by 
the Associate Grand Conductress introduced the following chairpersons, who 
remained in their respective Bubbles): 
    Board of Trustees 
Cyn Norman, PGM (279)  Board of Trustees 
 
  Standing Committees 
Kenny Schultz (93)  Benevolence Committee 
Bev Pickering (269)  Educational Loan Fund 
Janet Zoucha (264)  ESTARL Committee 
Beverly Donham, PGM (299) Jurisprudence Committee 
Richard Myers (169)  Membership Committee 
R. Lynn Cardey (92)  Publicity Committee 
Sarah Hobbie (1)   Scholarship Committee 
Lorrie Bryant (271)               Service & Therapy Dog  
      Committee 
Cindy Pedersen (301)  Youth Committee 
 
   Special Committees 
Brenda McGuire, PGM (86) Advisory Committee 
Betty Garwood, PGM (301) Advisory Committee 
Susan Andreasen, PGM (84) Advisory Committee 
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David Wetrosky, AGP (1)  Exploring Installation 
      Ceremony Options 
Linda Dubry (261)  Exploring Grand Chapter 
       Events 
Betty Garwood, PGM (301) Caring and Compassion for 
       Our Chapters   
 
   WGM and WGP Special Projects Committees 
Eric and ElizabethVan Sky (325)   Facilitation & Communications 
Nellie Frizzell (215)                Grand Chapter Silent Auction 
Laurie Sieg, GC (271)                Sales Table 
Ken Sieg (271)                 Sales Table 
 
       Other Committees 
Don Peterson (119)  Children’s Home Representative 
Chris Peterson (119)  Children’s Home Representative 
Joyce Roberts (92)  Fraternal Relations 
Kerri Straub (269)  Webmaster & Masonic Events  
      Calendar 
 
     Session Committees 
Linda Teach (194)  Credentials 
Toby Varvais (301)  Credentials 
Wanda Fisher, PGM (261) Dispensations and Charters 
James F. Brown, Jr., PGP (271) Parliamentarian 
Joyce Porter (189)  Registration 
Melinda Barge (271)  Registration 
Don Havekost (122)  Tellers 
Wendell Wagner (92)  Tellers 
Chuck Sohm (325)  Grand Ducks 
Don Norman (279)  Grand Ducks 
Albert Fisher (261)  Technician 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  I am sure you have heard that old adage:  “It takes a Village to raise 
a child.”  I would submit to you that it takes all of these Eastern Star Family committees to 
move our Order forward and get things done in an orderly fashion, and as we desire.  It 
was only by the willingness of our members such as you, to share to share their vision, 
time, and commitment to our tenets of service and loving kindness that we can continue 
this enduring hope.  Thank you for all you have done and continue to do for our beautiful 
Order. 
 
(The Standing, Special, WGM and WGP Special Projects, Session, and Other 
Committees were given a hearty welcome and they then returned to their 
respective Bubbles.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Grand Conductress, you will introduce the 2019, 2020, and 
2021 Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons, who will remain in their Bubbles 
 
(The following Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons of Nebraska Subordinate 
Chapters were introduced:). 
 
 2019, 2020, 2021 Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons 
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   Worthy Matrons 
Denise Lagueux (8)………………………………. Lincoln 
Ilah Anderson (8)…………………………………. Lincoln 
Tami Osantowski (13)……………………………. Columbus 
Marcia Donley (39)……………………………….. Hastings 
Sara Fegley (40)………………………………….. Norfolk 
Dianne Wiberg (41)………………………………… Grand Island 
Joyce Quaring (41)……………………………….. Grand Island 
Christine Wood (55)…………………………………… North Platte 
Kristi Howell (55)……………………………………… North Platte 
Joan Alexander (84)…………………………………… Plainview 
Brenda McGuire , PGM (86)…………………………. McCook 
Dehnia Bullerdiek (94)……………………………….. Lincoln 
Jennifer Dierks (94)…………………………………. Lincoln 
Peggy Hitchcock (113)……………………………….. Ainsworth 
Jerrie Wilcox, PGM (114)……………………………. Papillion 
Diane Wilson (122)…………………………………… Hooper 
Kelly Stahly (132)……………………………………. Milford 
Terre Cowan (132)…………………………………….. Milford 
Andrea Stewart (142)………………………………. Ogallala 
Mary Frandsen (144)………………………………… Bartley 
Susan Hedges (153)…………………………………… Lincoln 
Angi Miller (189)……………………………………. Plattsmouth 
Susan Corbin (189)…………………………………… Plattsmouth 
Mary Jo Peterson, PGM (198)……………………….. Ceresco 
Charleen Gausman (199)…………………………….. Utica 
Tracey Hefner (200)………………………………….. Central City 
Nellie Frizzell (215)…………………………………. Scottsbluff 
Margaret Nelson (216)……………………………… Blair 
Wynona Bolton (261)………………………………. Thedford 
Liz Ferguson (262)………………………………….. Kimball 
Christine Kennedy (263)……………………………… Brownville 
Kristy Nerud (264)……………………………………. Oshkosh 
Tiffany Westerholt (271)……………………………… Lincoln 
Cindy Kehling (271)…………………………………. Lincoln 
Carolyn Plants (271)………………………………….. Lincoln 
Trudi Thornburg (275)…………………………………. Lincoln 
Kristi Vandergriff (277)………………………………… Omaha 
Barb Wood (279)…………………………………… Imperial  
Maril Hauber (299)……………………………………… Omaha 
Rebecca Flores (299)……………………………….. Omaha 
Cindy Pedersen (301)……………………………South Sioux City 
Kathy Armour (301)………………………………South Sioux City 
Terri Sherman (307)…………………………………… Lincoln 
Bridget Anderson (307)……………………………… Lincoln 
Heather Palmer (325)……………………………… Bellevue 
Deb McMullin (325)……………………………….. Bellevue 
Susanne Krishna (325)………………………………. Bellevue 
 
             2019, 2020, 2021 Worthy Patrons 
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Keith Lindvall (35)……………………………………… Kearney 
Fran Crowe , PGP (39)……………………… McCool Junction 
Gale Rezlaff (84)……………………………………. Plainview 
Greg Mason (94)………………………………….. Lincoln 
Mike Hitchcock (113)……………………………. Ainsworth 
Don Havekost (122)………………………………….. Hooper 
Steve Cowan (132)………………………………….. Milford 
John Kirby (153)…………………………………….. Lincoln 
Jim Gansemer (189) ………………………………. Plattsmouth 
Robert Carhart, PGP (194)………………………….. Wayne 
Gene Frizell (215)…………………………………… Scottsbluff 
Herb Coulter (216)………………………………….. Blair 
Albert Fisher (261)…………………………………… Thedford 
Mike Lagueux (271)…………………………………. Lincoln 
John Quinn (275)……………………………………. Lincoln 
Bernie Hauber (299)…………………………………. Omaha 
Ranilo Perez (299)……………………………… Omaha 
Fritz McMullin (325)…………………………….. Bellevue 
Mo Krishna (325)………………………………… Bellevue 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  As our registrations for this Grand Chapter Session continued to 
grow, we were honored by the RSVPs of 74 of our 2019, 2020, and 2021 Worthy Matrons 
and Worthy Patrons of our Subordinate Chapters.  What a joy!  Your presence here is a 
reflection of the dedication you give to your Chapters and your members.  This term has 
presented to you some unique and unusual circumstances; you have adapted.  You have 
stepped up to communicate, serve, and connect with your members.  It has been our 
privilege to serve with you.  Nancy Reagan’s words of encouragement reminds that our 
efforts and time might be brief and I quote her:  “You learn something out of everything, and 
you come to realize more than ever, that we are all here for a certain space of time and 
then it’s going to be over and you better make this count.”  Many of you have served 
beyond what you anticipated when you were installed.  Many of you have served beyond 
what you anticipated when you were installed.  Many of you have served in circumstances 
you never dreamed of, could have, projected were going to be presented to you.  You have 
been outstanding leaders and thank you for what you have given to our Chapters.  Please 
accept our gratitude and Sisters and Brothers, will you please join me in giving them a 
hearty welcome.  (Applause) 
 
(The Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons were seated within their Bubbles.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Conductress, you will introduce the Page Coordinators. 
             
(The Grand Conductress introduced the following Page Coordinators and 
Assistants behind Esther’s Station): 
 
             Page Coordinators 
Kristi Vandergriff (277)……………………………….. Omaha 
Jessica Hockstein (92)………………………………. Fremont 
      Assistants 
Erin Marr (52)………………………………………….. Omaha 
Bonnie Forney (92)…………………………………… Fremont 
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Bruce Baker, WGP:  Sisters Kristi, Jessica, Erin, and Bonnie, the job you do for us can be 
stressful and demanding.  Thank you so much for your efforts to keep everyone calm and 
organized. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  And thank you for your dedication and hard work, especially in the 
face of change and remember, “Blessed are the flexible, for we shall not break”.  Thank you 
for all you have done this evening and as some of you have heard me say and it may not 
necessarily apply to you, but it does to me, “Blessed are the cracks, for the light of the 
world shall shine through them!”  Thank you for all you do, and we are grateful for your 
assistance and service.   Sisters and Brothers, you will unite with me in given them a hearty 
welcome. 
 
(The Page Coordinators and Assistants were returned to their assigned stations 
by the Grand Conductress.) 
 
(Introductions for the evening were concluded and the Grand Conductress and 
Associate Grand Conductress were given a “thank you” applause for a job well 
done as they returned to their stations.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sisters and Brothers, our Introductions for this evening have come 
to an end.  It is a joy and privilege to be gathered together and it is an honor to recognize 
your achievements and the service and faithfulness of each of our special distinguished 
members and guests.  Thank you for choosing Eastern Star; thank you for your charity, 
truth and loving kindness shared with us and showered upon the world.  It is our privilege to 
serve you and with you. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  It has been a real pleasure to spend time this evening welcoming and 
greeting our Sisters, Brothers, and Guests.  Please rest well; stay safe; and we look 
forward to being with you tomorrow. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We remind you to maintain social distancing as you come into the 
Grand Chapter Room on your breaks, take photos, and also as you bid on the Silent 
Auction.  We hope you have those opportunities tomorrow; the Silent Auction will close at 
7:30 in that break.  So bid early and often! Sister Grand Secretary, do you have 
announcements? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary:  There is none within my knowledge, Worthy Grand 
Matron. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The Worthy Grand Patron and I are so pleased that you shared 
this evening’s session with us.  We hope that those of you who have joined us virtually 
have appreciated the day and all that has been prepared and shared with you.  We thank 
everyone across the State and beyond our borders who have joined us via Facebook Live 
this evening.  We have appreciated staying in your low-risk environment, but still being a 
part of this Grand Chapter Session.  For those of you gathered here in Kearney, we will be 
in Closed Session tomorrow morning and the 1:00 afternoon session.  At 8:00 a.m., we will 
return to our “Sentimental Journey” with our Past Grand Organists.  Our Call to Order will 
begin promptly at 8:30 a.m. as we will open with our Opening Ceremony and immediately 
go into giving the gift of membership through the Ceremony of Initiation.  The business of 
our Grand Chapter will be conducted tomorrow.  We will return to an Open Session and the 
virtue sharing with our 5:00 p.m. Installation.  We ask you to now please remain  seated 
until the Grand Officers have retired and maintain social distancing in the other parts within 
the Younes Center.  Thank you.  Sister Grand Conductress, you will close the Bible. 
 
(The Grand Conductress closed the Bible on the Altar and returned to her 
station.) 
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Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Acting Grand Marshal, you will proclaim the 145th Annual 
Session of the Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star of the State of Nebraska, 
called from Labor to Rest, to be reconvened at 8:30 a.m. sharp tomorrow morning. 
 
(The Grand Marshal proclaimed the 145th Grand Chapter Session called from 
Labor to Rest to reconvene at 8:30 a.m., Wednesday morning, May 12th, 2021.  
The Grand Officers performed the traditional closing march and retired.)  

WEDNESDAY MORNING 
 MAY 12, 2021 

8:15 A.M. 
 

(At 8:15 a.m., the “Continuing the Sentimental Journey” with music by Sister Ruth 
Neeman (275) and Sister Karla Lawler (264, 142, 92 was enjoyed by the 
membership.) 
 
(At 8:30 a.m., the Grand Conductress and the Associate Grand Conductress 
escorted Brenda McGuire, Past Grand Matron, and Brother Gary Brhel, Past 
Grand Patron, through the Labyrinth to the East.) 
 
Brenda McGuire, PGM:  Good morning, what a beautiful day this is and to start the day I 
have a little trivia question.  I think Brother Gary knows everything, so we will ask him.  
Brother Gary, What is the most beautiful thing about Eastern Star? 
 
Gary Brhel, PGP:  You. 
 
Brenda McGuire, PGM:  No, You?  No – them. 
 
Gary Brhel, PGP:  Oh. 
 
Brenda McGuire, PGM:  We are so glad this year – and we wonder, “Oh my goodness, 
you have to go to that meeting again?”  Look in the mirror and see that beauty of our 
Eastern Star.  Sisters and Brothers, we are so glad you are here today and Brother Gary, I 
am glad you are here; thank you for being here with me. 
 
Gary Brhel, PGP:  It is my pleasure. 
 
Brenda McGuire, PGP:  Thank you.  Well, the hour has arrived for us to get this show on 
the road – to get this Grand Session going. 
   

(The Grand Officers entered informally into the Labyrinth of the Grand Chapter 
Room..  The Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron were escorted to 
the East while Sister Ruth Negus (277) sang, “In This Very Room”.  They were 
then given the Grand Honors and the Grand Officers assumed their stations.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Good Morning, Sisters and Brothers.  We welcome you to this 
session where we will exemplify the beautiful work of our Order.  It is a celebration of 
welcoming new members.  We will begin the transaction of Grand Chapter business and 
we are gathered together for these moments that are powerful and significant and we are 
grateful that the conditions around us have allowed us to serve this time this morning.  
Welcome to this celebration.  I need to correct a misspeak from last evening and I want to 
set the record straight soon enough so that you have time to do something about it.  The 
Silent Auction closes at 12:30 at the conclusion of our Lunch time break not at 10:30 this 
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morning – so please know that you who are on our Lunch Break, we will have one more 
time to place a bid at the Silent Auction.  Thank you. 
      Sister Ruth and Sister Karla, thank you for the “Continuing our Sentimental Journey”.  It 
would have been nice to be back on the bench this morning, but thank you for covering for 
me.  It is a privilege to be surrounded by so many Past Grand Organists. 
      Sister Brenda and Brother Gary, thank you so much for opening this morning’s Session.  
Time has flown since we were in the little corner in Ogallala just a few years ago, and you 
surprised me with what has turned out to be one of the greatest gift you could have given 
me.  Not every woman is blessed to have two sets of “Mamas”.  I am lucky to have one 
biologically and one fraternally.  Thank you for that, Sister Brenda. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Good Morning, we have an awesome day planned for the final day of 
this “Enduring Hope” Grand Session, but we are thankful  so many Sisters and Brothers are 
able to join us at this time.  I, too, want to recognize and thank the Past Grand Organists for 
the beautiful music yesterday and this morning.  It has been outstanding.  I had a little note 
for me here because Karan had planned to be one of the organists this morning and I was 
trying to find a place to squeeze that in where I would recognize her or nominate her for the 
“Energizer Bunny of the Year” award – I am still going to make that recommendation.  To 
Sister Brenda and Brother Gary, it is an honor to have you open this morning session and 
we thank you.  Sister Brenda, I’ve really tried to live up to your “Mama Bear” directives and 
Karan can only speak to whether I came close to that or not, but I appreciated your 
guidance and it has been quite a journey with this lady!.  Brother Gary, our Eastern Star 
connection goes back a long way.  Your gentle, dignified, and consistent manner has been 
a real inspiration to me on this journey.  Thank you, I appreciate your patience, your 
support, and your friendship. 
 
Gary Brhel, PGP:  Thank you. 
 
Brenda McGuire, PGM:  Thank you. 
 
(PGM Brenda McGuire and PGP Gary Brhel left the East and returned to the 
Past Grands Bubble.) 
 
           FORMAL OPENING 
 
(The Worthy Grand Matron directed all who were not members to retire and 
proceeded with the formal opening of the Grand Chapter Session.  She 
instructed the Grand Warder to prepare the doors and directed the Associate 
Grand Matron to ascertain and report if all present were entitled to remain.  The 
Grand Secretary reported that there were more than twenty-one chartered 
Chapters represented, this being a sufficient number to constitute a quorum.  The 
2019-2021 Grand Officers then proceeded with the Opening Ceremony of the 
145th annual session of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska, Order of the Eastern 
Star.  The Grand Conductress was instructed to open the Bible on the Altar.  The 
Grand Chaplain gave the ritualistic opening prayer; the opening ode, “Pass It On” 
was sung by Sister Ruth Negus (277); and the Grand Marshal was instructed to 
proclaim the session open for the transaction of business.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  In the month of March, we gave opportunities to our Chapters to 
move into Phase II.  With the risk of the Pandemic beginning to lessen, we have 
experienced balloting and we have been experiencing numerous initiations in our Chapters 
in April and the first weeks of May.  They are even more initiations scheduled in the next 
two months.  We are approaching new normal and a time where we can again be visible in 
our communities, serving with love and kindness, sharing companionship beyond our own 
home – our Bubbles can grow! I truly believe that the Pandemic has touched many people 
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with the realities of what is most important in their lives; that is the value of relationships, 
the bonds of nurture, and the opportunity to live lives of active service.  These will not be 
taken for granted in our coming new normal.  The relationships and opportunities we offer 
are going to be sought out by more and more people.  We need to be welcoming, watchful, 
and ready to extend our invitations to membership.  It is now our honor and privilege to 
welcome into our Order a group of new members.  May the joys of your having chosen  
Eastern Star spill over into your own lives; may we mentor and encourage each one. 
 
      CEREMONY OF INITIATION  
 
(The 2019-2021 Grand Officers presented an impressive and beautiful Ceremony 
of Initiation, seven Sisters and one Brother were initiated into the Order of the 
Eastern Star.  Brother David Wetrosky, Associate Grand Patron, recited the 
Scriptures from memory as the Candidates traversed the Grand Chapter Room.  
Beautiful music for the ceremony was provided by the Grand Organist, Sister 
Sharon McArdle.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Beautiful – in so many ways and so many levels, just beautiful!  To 
our new members, may I be the first to congratulate you and wish you many years of 
service in the Order of the Eastern Star.  Thank you for choosing Eastern Star.  I wear a 
charm bracelet.  It is a symbol of Hope for me and each of the charms on it is an open Star 
with the Tree of Life run within it. This bracelet was empty on the day I was installed as 
Worthy Grand Matron, and every Star charm on it since then represents someone who 
chose Eastern Star during my term and have been initiated.  I have faith that nothing was 
going to intervene between last Friday and today, you were already with me on my 
bracelet, and I pray that it is a reminder to me and to each of you that together we took this 
journey of Faith, Hope and Charity, and live life with loving-kindness.  Thank you. 
     One of most profound memories I will have of this Grand Family is the beauty of work 
you do; individually and as a team.  You have repeatedly exemplified our Ritual with such 
beauty, dignity, and grace.  You did an outstanding job of exemplifying all of the work of our 
Order at our Supervisors’ School in January of 2019.  And then came that quiet period 
attributed to COVID-19, and now 15 months later, you’ve nailed it again.  You bring honor 
to the Order and to yourselves by demonstrating such proficiency and high regard for our 
Ritual.  Thank you for your hard work and dedication.  Sister Beverly, it has been our 
privilege to have you become a part of this team for this Session; short notice,  but a willing 
heart brought the beauty of your work into this Grand Family.  Thank you for being a part of 
it.  Sister Sharon, I think it is no small part of why this group does such great work.  Your 
music connects our soul and we become one.  Thank you again for the beautiful music. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  The Order of the Eastern Star has so many traditions and such a rich 
history, yet nothing is more enjoyable than the imparting and the  receiving of the Degrees 
of the Order.  To our new Sisters and our new Brother, we welcome you and we thank you 
for choosing Eastern Star.  We hope you have enjoyed what you just witnessed and I hope 
you will get the opportunity to return and witness it over and over as you learn the Degrees 
and enjoy the message that they portray.  Thank you. 
      To the Enduring Hope Grand Family:  The Ritual work of our Order is meaningful, but 
the way you deliver it makes it so much more meaningful.  It is amazing and I can’t possibly 
tell you how proud Karan and I – and we use that “we” term a lot – how proud of you “we” 
are of you.   Thank you! 
      Sister Sharon, tucked in over in the corner -- the music is kind of like we say at Band 
Camp, you know – without the band, it is just a game at the Shrine Bowl -- the music really 
makes a difference and we thank you so much! 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  So that we may all can become better acquainted with our newest 
Sisters and Brother, I’d like to tell you a little something about them.  So, to our newest 
Members, as I say your name, please stand.  If you have family, parents, grandparents, 
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spouses, extended family members present, we invite them to stand with you as you are 
standing, and after I share your introduction, then you may be seated. 
 
SISTER KATHRYN RICE:   Sister Kathryn is from Bellevue.  Her parents are  Bryan and 
Grand Warder Sheli Rice.  She has an “older” twin brother, named Daniel.  Her 
grandparents are Stan and Claudia Jurek, who are members of Alpha Chapter No. 325 in 
Bellevue, and her cousin, Katrina Jurek, who is also a Rainbow Girl in Bellevue, turned 18 
yesterday, and someone needs to give Kathryn a petition – she says she is in need of one!  
Kathryn shares, “I am currently ending my Senior Year of High School at Cornerstone 
Christian School in Bellevue.  I will continue my education at Concordia University 
Nebraska in Seward, majoring in Music Education with a Minor in Mathematics, and I have 
signed on to be on the Concordia Dance Team as well.    Kathryn is connected to all of our 
Nebraska Masonic Youth Organizations.  She is currently filling the position of Sweetheart 
of Nebraska DeMolay.  She is Honored Queen of Bethel No. 15 in Fremont, an active 
member as Past Worthy Advisor of Athena Assembly No. 24 in Bellevue, and has serves 
the Nebraska Grand Assembly of Rainbow as Grand Chaplain.  Sister Kathryn is now a 
member of Alpha Chapter No. 325, Bellevue.  Welcome, Sister Kathryn.  (Applause) 
 
SISTER MICHELLE FULMER:  Michelle is from the Lincoln area.  She lives  near Eagle 
and I think that probably your license plates is Cass County, right?  She and her husband, 
Heith, have two sons:  Dustin and Bailey.  Both have served in the military.  Dustin is 
currently a firefighter in Sandy City, Utah.  Bailey will attend the Fire Academy at Union U in 
the Fall.  She is the Office Manager of the Grand Lodge,  Accepted Free and Accepted 
Masons of Nebraska, and she shares: “It only took me 20 years to decide to become a 
member of   Eastern Star.”  Michelle enjoys camping, especially in that new equipment, and 
traveling.  She is a member of the Blue Star Mothers, and she says she’s “a member” – but 
I know how active and vital she is to that group.  It is an honor to know you, Michelle!  
Michelle is now a member of Martha Washington Chapter No.153 in Lincoln.  (Applause) 
 
BROTHER STEVEN BARCHUS:  Brother Steven Barchus was born in Stillwater, 
Oklahoma.  He grew up in Nebraska – Omaha to be exact, and graduated from Westside 
High School.  He also graduated from Iowa State University.  He and his wife have four 
sons, Travis Bader, Carla Barchus, Steven Barchus, and Isaac Barchus.  All four of the 
boys are Past Master Councilors of Omaha Chapter DeMolay.  Travis and Carla are Past 
State Master Councilors, and Steven has served -- dedicated as a Chapter Dad.  He is a 
Perpetual Member of Mizpah Lodge No. 302, Omaha; the Scottish Rite; the York Rite; 
Royal Arch Council of Cryptic Masons; and Knights Templar.  He is at least a fourth  
generation Mason; potentially, fifth.  Steven has partnered with his father at Great Plains 
Metallurgic Systems and was a Metallurgical Engineer for 35 years.  Currently, he serves 
as the Foundation Director of the Nebraska Masonic Home, and he says, “he loves it”!  I 
think we see that, so thank you.  He is now a member of Herman Chapter No. 216 in Blair, 
where his grandparents were Charter members.  Thank you, Steven, and welcome.  
(Applause) 
 
SISTER SHELBY HASTINGS:   Sister Shelby is the daughter of Kristi Vandergriff and Matt 
Vandergriff.  She is the Granddaughter of Fritzie Nixon; all of whom are members of 
Aksarben  Chapter No. 277, Omaha.  She works for Home Instead while going to school at 
Iowa Western Community College, and she is studying Culinary Arts.  She is a Past -- two-
time Past -- Honored Queen of Bethel No. 1, Papillion, Nebraska Job’s Daughters 
International; and is Past Miss Nebraska Congeniality.  She lives in Omaha and she is also 
now a member of Aksarben Chapter No. 277, Omaha.  Welcome, Sister Shelby.  
(Applause) 
 
SISTER ANGELA KRAMER:  Sister Angela Kramer is from Omaha and will be starting at 
Iowa Western this Fall with a Biology Transfer Major to prepare to pursue a career in 
Wildlife Biology.  Angela shares:  “I have worked in many daycares as a Baby Teacher, but 
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I am hoping to start working with animals.”  I hope you will include dogs in there, Angela –
we are pretty fond of them around here!  She is Junior Princess of Bethel No. 1, Papillion, 
and Miss Nebraska Congeniality of Job’s Daughters International.  She is now a member of 
Aksarben Chapter No. 277, Omaha.  Welcome, Angela, and we appreciate your patience 
as well.  (Applause) 
 
SISTER Taylor Ruwe:  Sister Taylor is the daughter of Bradley and Karen Heighty.  She is 
the Granddaughter of Larry Ruwe.  It is a privilege to have you with us today, so thank you.  
Taylor has three siblings and a brother-in-law.  She is currently attending the University of 
Nebraska at Lincoln, majoring in Agri-Business and minoring in the  Engler 
Entrepreneurship Program.  During the summers, Taylor  works for the Nebraska Game 
and Parks and works part-time at Baker’s Grocery in Fremont.  Taylor shares:  At  UNL, I 
get to work with the Nebraska Department of Agriculture on the Nebraska  and Youth 
Council.  I  have had the honor of helping host the NALI  Institute, along with other activities 
for youth in Nebraska.”  Wise investment, Taylor, thank you for your dedication. Taylor is 
now a member of Friendship Chapter No. 122 in Hooper.  Welcome to the Order.  Thank 
you.  (Applause) 
 
SISTER DAWN ANKRON.  Sister Dawn is married to David Ankron, a retired Traffic 
Control Manager and former Marine.  They live in Malcolm, where Dawn owns a small 
Transport Company.  Together they have two daughters:  Erica and Jasmine.  In Malcolm, 
Dawn is currently remodeling a  mansion built in 1886.  In her spare time, she enjoys golf, 
fly-fishing, charity work, cooking, and family time. And, Dawn, I would like for everyone to 
know that your energy and enthusiasm in choosing Eastern Star is going over to her 
mother, and we are so looking forward to her initiation into a Chapter in the Idaho Grand 
Chapter, so thank you for being contagious before you were even a member!  Dawn is now 
a member of Temple Chapter No. 271, Lincoln.  Welcome, Dawn.  (Applause) 
 
SISTER KASSANDRA FORMAN:  Cassandra was born on May 12 – imagine that, 1990?  
Cassandra, may we sing Happy Birthday to you?  Hit it – (Happy Birthday was sung). 
What a privilege to have the opportunity to share your birthday this year, thank you.  
(Applause)  Cassandra’s family has shared that “she was a Premature birth, and we were 
very lucky that St. Elizabeth Hospital was given permission to give significant to premature 
babies two weeks before her birth -- she is a benefit of that blessing.”  Cassandra 
graduated from Southeast High School in Lincoln in 2009.  She married Mr. John Forman 
on August 2, 2014 and on May 21, 2016, he passed away.  Cassandra is currently 
promised to Mr. Branden Lewis.  They plan to become engaged in October.  Cassandra 
enjoys taking pictures, cooking, painting and music.  Welcome!  She is now a member of 
Temple Chapter No. 271 in Lincoln and her Aunt and Uncle, Sister Daniece and Mike 
Wicker, are here with her.  Welcome and thank you, Sister Kassandra.  (Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  At this time, with the assistance of our Grand Conductresses, I 
invite the Worthy Grand Patron to make a special presentation to our newest members. 
 
       BIBLE PRESENTATION 
 
(The Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress presented the Bibles 
from the Altar to the Worthy Grand Patron and assisted him in presenting the 
new members with the Bibles each held at the Altar.) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  (The Baker’s dog and companion, Charlie, had been resting 
in the Grand Chapter audience with Susie Baker, wife of the WGP and the 
families of the new members during initiation and popped her head up when the 
WGP and Conductresses reached the new members.) This is going to be interesting 
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with Charlie sitting there because we haven’t had a lot of time together these last couple of 
days, so she recognizes my voice – not that she listens to it all the time!  
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  It really is a pleasure to welcome you into the Order of the Eastern 
Star and it is a privilege to present you with the Bibles that you held while at the Altar.  We 
didn’t work on how we were going to present them, but we made sure that we kept track of 
whose Bible was whose so that you did get the Bible you held, and they are gifts from the 
Grand Chapter to you.  And if you look inside the cover, all of the Grand Officers signed 
them, and you can tell that they are authentic by looking at the second line – that will be my 
signature even though you cannot read it!  Michelle will back that up. (Laughter)  So, again, 
thank you and congratulations and welcome!  
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  It has been our honor to initiate you into our Order.    Sisters and 
Brothers, one more time, let’s let them hear our appreciation – and I know that you can’t 
hear the others who are in different Bubbles, but welcome!  (Applause)  And, I would ask 
as the Grand Officers leave the floor, that you come join us – we would like to take a group 
picture with the Grand Officers and we need to do that quickly because here I am again, 
standing between people and their food, but we would be honored to have you take a 
picture with us, so thank you.   
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We would like to begin our Business Meeting at this time because 
we have a great deal of business to cover in 2 and ½ hours this afternoon so that Dottie 
and David can be installed in a timely manner; however, the clock shows us that we are – 
it’s time for lunch.  I am going to take one moment and share with you information that you 
will hear again when we re-gather, regarding how we will handle the business and we will 
vote since we are in a unique setup and situation here.  You want to start, Brother Bruce? 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  As you proceed with the business of this Grand Chapter, I would like 
to share some information concerning the voting process.  Today’s voting will begin as in 
the previous Grand Chapter Sessions with a couple of obvious differences.  First, every 
registered member is entitled to vote at this session.  Second, we will be voting in five 
different locations under the watchful care and guidance of the Tellers Team -- Chairmen, 
Brothers Wendell Wagner and Don Havekost.  We have additional Tellers positioned in 
each of the Bubbles to insure an efficient and accurate voting process.  Some of the items 
to be voted on today require a simple majority to determine the final result.  Others will 
require a written ballot.  You will be fully instructed and directed with voting records to be 
used for each and when to ballot.  We ask that everyone, please stay engaged and vote in 
a timely fashion when directed to do so.  With your kind attention, we should be able to 
move through this process in an efficient, accurate, and transparent fashion. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Grand Secretary, do you have any announcements? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary:  Worthy Grand Matron, I have a Lost and Found, it 
is a silver ring, and someone else was still looking for an Eastern Star ring, so if you see 
any jewelry, let me know.  And, Worthy Grand Matron, that is all that is within my 
knowledge right now. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you, Sister Secretary.  Following the retiring of the Grand 
Officers, Past Grand Matron Sue Andreasen and Past Grand Patron Bob Rhodes, will 
welcome you to your dining in the “Bubbling Forward With Gratitude” luncheon.    You will 
be entertained by Brother Bob Danner, and hopefully some duet action with his Sister and 
Wife, Mary Danner, Past Grand Organist of Iowa.  Additional special music will be provided 
by Marcy Shooter  and her dad,  Lanny Kane.  We will recognize our Grand 
Representatives, hear a special oration from Grand Lodge Senior Deacon Mike Stuhr, and 
then present recognitions, Star awards,  and have some more music ,all the while you are 
enjoying your lunch.  We will reconvene to resume with our business here in the Grand 
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Chapter Room at 1:00 p.m., be timely!  The Election of Grand Officers begins promptly 
directed by our Law at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  For your information, particularly for our new members, because of 
the social distancing and other concerns we had when setting up this Grand Chapter 
Session, when we make reference to “Bubbles”, we have four other rooms that Karan and I 
lovingly refer to as our “Bubbles” because we are keeping everybody in a small enough 
areas that they can social distance and stay safe during all this process – so while this 
Grand Chapter Room looks empty, there are few more people in this Bubble than there are 
in any of the four, but overall we have 300 people that witnessed your initiation and would 
love to greet you.  We are just not sure that we can safely have everybody file through and 
greet you.  So understand, we have been live cast to those other four Bubbles and when 
we make that reference to a “Bubble, you will understand what we are talking about. 
 
(The Worthy Grand Matron instructed the Grand Conductress to close the Bible.  
By direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Acting Grand Warder proclaimed 
the Grand Chapter called from Labor to Refreshments.  The Grand Officers 
retired informally.  Past Grand Organists continued the “Sentimental Journey” 
music as members gathered in their Bubbles for the luncheon.) 
 
 “BUBBLING WITH GRATITUDE” LUNCHEON  
          
(Past Grand Matron Susan Andresen and Past Grand Patron Robert Rhodes 
were Masters of Ceremonies for the “Bubbling with Gratitude” Luncheon.) 
 
Susan Andreasen, PGM:  Welcome all, Sisters, Brothers and Friends:  I am Sue 
Andreasen, Past Grand Matron, and with me today is Brother Bob Rhodes, Past Grand 
Patron, and we are happy to welcome you to our “Bubbling Over with Gratitude” Luncheon.  
We are so glad you are all here -- physically present here in Kearney, from your home or 
from your Chapters gathering together is a blessing, and we are grateful and  thankful for 
each and every one of you.  The Oxford dictionary tells us that “Gratitude is the quality of 
being thankful, readiness to show appreciation for and to return kindness. Are gratitude and 
thankfulness the same?  It defines the word, “grateful” as showing an appreciation for 
kindness.  This is where the difference lies, Sisters and Brothers – being thankful is a 
feeling and being grateful is an action.  Our members are all about that action 
     On the table before you, if you will look, is something that is more than a rock or stone, 
it’s got a bit of magic for you and you alone.   How it works is simple.  Put it on display.  
Some where you will find it as you go about your day.  Stick it in a kitchen draw or on your 
bedroom stand; put it in your pocket; keep it close at hand.  Place it on a shelf or bench; 
place it in your car; just anywhere you will notice it, no matter where you are.  And every 
time you see this stone, this is what you do.  Think of something in your life that means a 
lot to you.  It only has to be something that you seldom bring to mind; the things you take 
for granted, because you have them all the time.  Make sure each spot is different – a most 
important part, and take about 10 seconds to feel thankful in your heart.  And soon before 
you know it, the magic will take place, and every day you will find you will have a smile 
upon your face.  Who knew life could get much better by a small stone on a shelf, but that’s 
how being grateful works, just try it for yourself. 
Brother Bob is going to share something with you now, too, that he has such a talent for! 
 
Robert Rhodes, PGP:  Worthy Grand Matron Sister Karan; Worthy Grand Patron Brother 
Bruce.  First of all, I want to commend you – both of you – for the manner in which you 
have graciously expressed in bringing life and hope for our beautiful Order over the last 2 
years.  I don’t know if it was divine guidance or a coincidence that you chose those words 
for this Session, but it certainly an appropriate theme for everyone.  I am sure you, like all 
the rest of us, have looked forward to a turn-around in events.  It reminds me of the guy 
who was backing his vehicle up the side of a mountain, and he came to a Rest Area and 
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the attendant there asked, “What in the world are you doing, backing up the mountain.”  He 
said, “They told me down below that there would be no place to turn around up there”.  But 
two hours later, he was backing down the mountain.  He stopped at the same Rest Area, 
and the attendant said: “Why are you now backing down the mountain?”  He said, “Well, 
there was plenty of room to turn around up there.”  (Laughter) 
     This COVID thing has caused a lot of people who have been experiencing it to adopt a 
serious  concern about a positive hope for the future.   While driving out here the other day, 
observing all the construction-taking place along the road and here in Kearney was 
encouraging.  Some folks must have hope in the future.  It reminded me the story about the 
somewhat straight-laced lady who lived in a multi-story apartment building, and they were 
building another  complex close to her and the construction workers were talking most of 
the time pretty loudly and with some kind of foul language.  So one day, this lady fixed 
herself a sack lunch and decided to go down and visit with those men.  And she did that 
and the first one she approached, she said:  Do you know Jesus Christ?”  And the man 
said, “No.”  So he turned to another worker there and said, “Do you know Jesus Christ?”  
“No”, he said.  And she continued on to another man and said, “Do you know Jesus 
Christ”?  And his response was, “No, why”?  She said, “Well, I think his wife might be here 
with his lunch”!.  (Laughter)  I guess that is enough of that nonsense.   I, too, want to 
welcome you to this “Bubbling with Gratitude” Luncheon, because we are all grateful for 
being able to meet and greet everyone again.  It has been a great Session and we thank all 
those who have made it possible.    
 
Susan Andreasen, PGM:  And now, if we could all be in an Attitude of Prayer please:  Our 
Heavenly Father, we are grateful for the opportunity to gather again.  We pray your 
blessings upon those who are ill or suffering.  May they hear your loving embrace. Please 
give peace to those who struggle.  We ask that you watch over our Service men and 
women who serve to protect us and others.  We ask that you be with those in leadership in 
our country as we navigate through the challenges we face.  We are ever grateful for the 
leadership in our Order who have led with great faith and optimism this past year.  We have 
seen you in that leadership in your ways and our ways.  We are so grateful for all your 
blessings in our lives.  We pray that you will remind us of how just fortunate we are and that 
you never allow us forget to show our gratitude in prayer and return kind acts.  We ask your 
blessings on this food and those that prepared it and those that serve it.  Thank you, Lord, 
for this day.  Amen (So may it ever be). 
 
Susan Andreasen, PGM:  And now, we encourage you will to go ahead and eat as soon 
as all at your table have been served at and I want to leave you with just one more thought 
by Charlie Brown:  “What if today, we are just grateful for everything?”   Thank you. 
 
  ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
                Gratitude for our Masonic Family 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Nebraska’s Masonic Family is blessed with unity, partnership, and 
great leaders, and for many years it has been my privilege to serve with Brother Mike.  And 
in February of 2020, Mike delivered this oration at our Grand Lodge Session.  This 
message reminds us from whence we come and how we serve in our Masonic Families, so 
please give your attention to Brother Mike Stuhr, Grand Lodge Senior Deacon.  Thank you, 
Brother Mike. 
 
W. Michael Stuhr:  Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron.  As Karan stated, this oration was 
given at the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska on February 7, 2020.  
While the references are to the Masonic Lodges, it is just as applicable for Eastern Star 
Chapters and the message is probably more applicable today than it was 16 months ago 
when I initially gave it. 
     I have a long-time friend, a DeMolay Brother and a Masonic Brother, who is currently 
serving as the Sovereign Grand Commander of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the 
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Scottish Rite.  As you might imagine, Dave Glatty makes numerous speeches throughout 
the world on Free Masonry in general, and the Scottish Rite in particular.  In the 20 plus 
years of our friendship, he has nearly always begun his presentations with the words:  “I am 
just a DeMolay Boy from Clifton, New Jersey.”  The Commander goes on to explain that he 
owes everything he has achieved and attained in Masonry and life to the rock--solid 
foundation he received as a member of the Clifton Chapter, Order of DeMolay.  While 
Brother Dave and I share a lot of the similarities in my labors and toils of Free Masonry, 
developed from the foundation I received as a team in the vineyards of DeMolay.  So for 
my purposes today, I would like to take us on the lessons of Degrees of DeMolay. 
     The DeMolay Degree exemplifies the martyrdom of Jacque DeMolay, the last Grand 
Master of the Knights Templar.  It teaches the lessons of loyalty and toleration.   In the 
early part of the 14th Century, King Philip the Fair of France owed vast sums of monies to 
the Templars.  In an attempt to erase that debt, exerting his control over a weak and 
ineffective Pope Celestine V, arranged to have DeMolay branded a religious heretic.  
DeMolay and several of his Lieutenants were seized and thrown into dungeons.  The 
remaining Templars went into hiding.  For 7 years, DeMolay, a old man in his 70’s, was 
tortured at the hands of the Imposition in an attempt to discover the identity of the Templars 
in hiding and seize their hidden wealth.  After 7 years, King Philip infuriated with the 
ineffectiveness of the Catholic inquisition, ordered DeMolay and one of his Chief Advisors 
burned at the stake on an Island near the Cathedral.  Following the dramatic 
exemplification of the Trials of Jacque DeMolay, the Degree concludes with the 
explanation:  “Fidelity and toleration are the supreme lessons this Degree teaches.”  
Jacque DeMolay was faithful until the death to the test reposed to him, but the priority 
endured with such fortitude would not have been necessary had he encountered toleration 
instead of superstitious fanaticism.”   
     Toleration or Tyrants is rarely used in our Masonic teachings; however, its importance 
cannot be denied in our dealings with our Brethren and the greater world.  Toleration is 
defined as “being patient and indulgent toward those whose opinions or practices differ 
from one’s own”.  President John F. Kennedy summed it up as, “Tolerance implies no lack 
of commitment to one’s own beliefs.  Rather it condemns oppression or persecution of 
others.” 
     According to Worship Brother Clive Herring, of Marine Lodge No. 627, Durbin South 
Africa of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, one of the fundamentals of Free Masonry is tolerance.  
We do not speak much of it in Lodge, but it is inherent from the very way our Lodges 
operate.  We teach credence, justice, and temperance, and advocate brotherly love and 
good neighborliness in Free Masonry, but for one reason or another, there is no mention of 
tolerance as a Masonic virtue or tenent.  Tolerance is not about surrendering one’s own 
beliefs or compromising our own values.  It is about respecting another’s right to hold 
differing views. 
     We live in a divisive world.  Masons recognize the universal admonition to avoid 
discussions relating to religion and politics in Lodge.  I would submit to you today that there 
are so many other topics that we, as Masons, should also avoid.  According to Robert T. 
Davis, 33rd Degree of the Grand Cross, referring to the familiar words:  “May Brotherly love 
prevail in every moral and social virtus amoenus.”  Brother Davis states:  “Every Mason will 
recognize this declaration, but yet will offer a closing prayer, given at almost every Lodge 
meeting.”  It was penned by William Preston in 1772; it is an admonition for toleration. 
     As Masons, it is more important now than ever to embrace that virtue of tolerance.  We 
have an opportunity as an institution to demonstrate that virtue to a world that is torn apart 
by strife and divisiveness.  If we can let that light shine forth, you might be surprised at the 
results.  At the very least, we would be a haven for those who have grown tired of a world 
which seems increasingly unable to disagree without being disagreeable.  Change is 
enviable and necessary.  That may mean that we have to find a way to reconcile some of  
the our honored traditions to disagree with the changing cultural norms and moorings of the 
21st Century. 
      I am just a DeMolay Boy from Grand Island, Nebraska; one who struggles often to 
answer questions that I would never have anticipated as a youth or young man.  For my 
attempt to disturb those answers. I strive to exemplify and demonstrate those lessons of 
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loyalty and toleration learned so very long ago in DeMolay.  I often fail in that discernment 
and have to begin anew.  I believe that the journey from rough ashlar to perfect ashlar is 
actually a continuance; one, which in my case, and I would suspect yours – there is not 
necessarily continuance advancement.  I fail, sometimes big; moving backward toward that 
rough ashlar.  But when I fail, I try again in that unattainable quest towards perfection.  Isn’t 
that the very least I can do?  Isn’t that the very least any of us can do?  Thank you. 
 
   RECOGNITION AND AWARDS 
 
          Raffles and Drawings 
 
Lorrie Bryant, Service and Therapy Dog Committee:  All right, folks.  It is time for the 
drawing for the quilt and pillow – it is beautiful and made by our Sister Betty Kirby from our 
Dog Committee.  We have lot of raffle tickets to go through, so let’s see who the lucky 
person  is.  Okay, Betty.  (Betty Kirby drew the ticket to be announced as winner.)  
Alright, the winner is Dorrie Cook – is Dorrie Cook here?  Okay, I guess she is not, so if 
there is somebody that possibly knows her or is in her Chapter.  Okay, we will give her a 
call.  Thank you. 
 
(There was a problem with the sound system and Lorrie Bryant was moved to the 
podium in the Grand Chapter Room East.) 
 
Lorrie Bryant, Service Dog Committee:  Hey, I got an upgrade – they took me up to the 
East!  Hi, everyone in the Diamond and Crystal Ballrooms, and I want to thank our 
Assistant Grand Warders for helping out with our “Guessing Game and we have the 
results.  So, Crystal No. 1, the winner of the Candy Jar is Bruce Raddatz.  He guessed 145; 
there were 144 pieces of candy in that jar.  In Crystal No. 2, the winner is Karen Nichol.  
She guessed 88 dog treats and there were 87 in that jar.  You guys are really good at these 
games.  We have a second winner in Crystal No. 2, Sister Terri Sherman, she also 
guessed 88 dog treats, so Karen and Terri are going to have to arm-wrestle for their dog 
treats in that room.  Crystal No. 3, with the candy jar, our winner is Brother Jeff Alexander   
He guessed 269 pieces of candy and there are 267.  In Crystal No. 4, our winner is Sister 
Tami Osantowski.  She guessed 64 dog treats and there are 64 dog treats.  And in 
Diamond, we had 2 jars going – we had a candy jar and we had a dog treat jar.  The winner 
of the candy jar is Sister Susie Baker, her guess, 213 and there were exactly 213 pieces of 
candy in that jar.  And the winner of the dog treat jar in the Diamond Room is Charlie 
Baker.  She guessed 111 dog treats and there were a 108, so Charlie gets to take home 
her dog treats.  Thank you everyone for participating.  You may take your jars home if you 
are the winners.  If you are Karen or Terri, you are going to have to arm wrestle for that.  
and come see me after that as I also have canisters for the dog treats and candy.  Thank 
you everyone. 
 
   Ritual Competition 
 
Susan Andreasen, PGM, Chairman of the Ritual Competition:  Good Afternoon.  If I 
could have your attention, please.  Would the people who participated in the Ritual 
Competition, would they take a seat in the Bubbles for the next few minutes because we 
are going to go ahead and present them with their awards – and Sister Linda, that would be 
you also, Dear.  Your Bubbles are where you ate – I need the Ritual Competitors in their 
Bubbles. 
      A reminder to you all also, that  the silent auction closes at 12:45 ---- no, no, the Worthy 
Grand Matron says:  12:30 the silent auction closes – one more minute.  Is that correct, 
Sister Nellie?  I can’t hear you – okay, Sister Nellie  says her clock says 6 minutes yet, but 
mine says 1 minute.  So anyway, somewhere close there; it closes soon.  Is everyone in 
their Bubbles who competed in the Ritual Competition?  
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       Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Sisters and Brothers, while there have 
been many things that haven’t looked the same in this last year, there have been many 
bright spots and exciting things underway.  One of those happened Monday afternoon at 
the beginning of this Grand Chapter.  The Grand Chapter of Nebraska, Order of the 
Eastern Star, held its first-ever Ritual Competition.  We had 14 competitors with numerous 
Sisters and Brothers competing in more than one capacity.  We call that a success.  We 
have always known that our members are proficient, and we witnessed that on Monday.  At 
this time, we are going to award certificates to each of the competitors.  I will read your 
names and we would like for you to come forward in whichever Bubble you are in, to be 
presented with your certificate in your Bubble.  I will ask you to hold your applause until all 
have been awarded.  This is just the certificates and everyone will get a certificate.  Sister 
Jean Crary, Temple Chapter No. 271 and Electa Chapter No. 8; Brother Fran Crowe, 
Acacia Chapter No. 39; Sister Linda Dubry, Sunshine Chapter No. 261, Dome Rock 
Chapter No. 215, and Signet Chapter No. 55; Sister Charleen Gausman, Utica No. 199; 
Brother Bernie Hauber, Trinity Chapter No. 299; Sister Erin Marr, Adah Chapter No. 52 and 
Alpha Chapter No. 325; Sister Martha Moeller, Papillion Chapter No. 114; Sister Lorie 
Nerud, Sunflower Chapter No. 214; Brother Robert Rhodes, Utica Chapter No. 199; Sister 
Shannon Roberts, Signet Chapter No. 55; Sister Celena Roth, Laura Chapter No. 301; 
Sister Andrea Stewart, Signet Chapter No. 55 and Ogallala Chapter No. 142; Sister 
Christine Wood, Signet Chapter No. 55; Sister Sharon Yockers, Electa Chapter No. 8.  
Please join with me in thanking them all for competing.  (Applause) 
      The categories available this year were Worthy Matron, Worthy Patron, Associate 
Matron, Associate Patron, Chaplain, Adah, Ruth, Esther, Martha, and Electa.  I would note 
that we had no one compete in the Office of Ruth.  Now once again, we are going to ask 
you to come forward to receive your awards.  Please hold your applause until all have been 
awarded.  I want to say that this competition was really tight.  It was just a matter of a point 
or two in most of these areas, so everyone did extremely well.  Our winners for the first-
ever Grand Chapter of Nebraska Order of the Eastern Star Ritual Competition are:  Worthy 
Matron, Sister Linda Dubry; Worthy Patron, Brother Robert Rhodes, Past Grand Patron; 
Associate Matron -- and now as I said, some competed in more than one capacity – Sister 
Linda Dubry; Associate Patron, Brother Bernie Hauber; Chaplain, Brother Fran Crowe, Past 
Grand Patron; Adah, Sister Shannon Roberts; Esther, Sister Linda Dubry; Martha, Sister 
Sharon Yockers; Electa, Sister Linda Dubry and Warder, Sister Andrea Stewart.  Please 
join me in congratulating each of them.  (Applause)  We thank you for competing and to 
each of our competitors for making our Star shine a little brighter.  You were awesome.  I 
hope you come you come back and do it again and I hope many of the rest of you – we’re 
going to add new categories next year and hopefully we can do things a little differently 
without COVID conditions.  So please stay tuned; brush up on those lectures; and join us in 
2022.  Thank you. 
      I would also like to acknowledge our Judges, because without them this would not have 
happened.  We appreciate your willingness to serve.  Please rise as I call your name:  
Sisters Kelly Stahly; Margaret Nelson; Jeanine Bryceson, Past Grand Matron; Donna 
Carmichael, Past Grand Matron; Brother Gary Brhel, Past Grand Patron; Sisters Pam 
Brhel; Gloria Guern; Wanda Fisher, Past Grand Matron; Betty Garwood, Past Grand 
Matron; Wanda Retzlaff; and Brother Mike Donham, Past Grand Patron. The Grand 
Chapter Ritual Committee Competitions and Proficiency Recognition Committee would like 
to thank you, Worthy Grand Matron Sister Karan and Worthy Grand Patron Brother Bruce, 
for the formation of and our appointments to this committee.  I am grateful to our committee 
for their dedication and input as we worked to make this vision a reality.  I would like to 
recognize the members of our Committee:  Sister Sheli Rice, Crystal Bogdnan, Laurie 
Wolfe, Elizabeth Charbonneau, and I am Susan Andreason, Past Grand Matron.  Thank 
you all.  Have a blessed day!  (Applause) 
 
   Drawings 
 
Lorrie Bryant, Service and Therapy Dog Committee:  Well, we are back from the Dog 
Committee.  We are going to need to draw another name for the quilt.  The name we drew 
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is not present and no one that we talked to seems to be aware of who this person is.  We 
tried contacting her and the telephone is disconnected and there is no forwarding number, 
so we will draw a new name – and we are grateful that we will have somebody to cheer!   
 
Betty Kirby, PGM, Service and Therapy Dog Committee:  (Drew a new name)  This 
one – I doubt if they are here because – oh my goodness, it has an area code of 712 – 
Gloma Kneebone.   
 
Betty Garwood, PGM (301):  She is from our Chapter.  I can get it to her. 
 
Betty Kirby, PGM:   Okay, she is from Laura Chapter, all right.  I will be in touch with Betty 
and we will get this going.   Thank you. 
 
    Miscellaneous Recognitions 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Good afternoon, Sisters and Brothers.  Thank you for buying into 
the Bubble concept.  We believe it has allowed us to share more opportunities and 
fellowship with each other by remaining socially distanced and in our Bubbles, so we just 
want to acknowledge that.  As I shared with the Pages on Monday night, I never like to be 
standing between someone and their meal, and I also never like to ask somebody to do 
something I am not willing to do myself, so I don’t know of any better illustration that 
Brother Bruce and I can give you –  we bought into the Bubble concept and we thank you 
for having done the same.  I don’t want to make you nervous, so this is not something that I 
would ask anybody but Bruce to join me doing.  You are all safe!  So thank you again; we 
appreciate your patience and your indulgence.  We hope you have had a great time and at 
this time, we want to acknowledge some hardworking, dedicated, committed efforts by our 
members since last we met.  First of all, we have two of our members, one in 2019 and one 
in 2020, that received the Rob Morris Membership Award from General Grand Chapter and 
we would acknowledge and congratulated Sister Tess Leiting of Trinity Chapter No. 299, 
who received that award in 2019, and then in 2020, Sister Maril Hauber, also of Trinity 
Chapter No. 299, received the Rob Morris Membership Award.  Congratulations!  Keep it 
up and we hope all of our Chapter Secretaries are paying attention to those who are 
bringing in petitions so that our members can be recognized. 
      At our installation in 2019, we invited Chapters and Members to take the “Beloved 
Challenge” to brighten the days of those around you, energize your Chapter, lift up another, 
open a door, vitalize yourself, enhance the future and guide them to reach a dream.  We 
have members and Chapters who have accepted the challenge and successfully met it.  
Due to our trying to stay efficient with our time, I just want to say these awards will be 
named and presented on our website and our Facebook page in the next day or two, so 
thank you to all who took that seriously and have been beloved in how you lived your life 
and reached out to others. 
      In the Summer when we could not be together at all, but yet as we were proceeding 
through learning about COVID, it became apparent that being outside and socially distant 
would be much safer, and we asked you all to just be patient with each other and “Dilly 
Dally”, which meant to take an ice cream to the driveway of a friend or a porch of a friend 
and have a social time that was socially distant.  Our Chapters raised Dairy Queen stock 
this summer I think; so  many who participants and we would remind you that the videos 
that have been submitted by Chapters for their Dilly Dallies are all posted on our YouTube 
Channel and again, we will recognize every Chapter that has participated with a Dilly Daily 
on our Website and FaceBook page.  Then during the Summer lingered,  we dared you to 
“Hang On” and you created “Hang On” bags that we distributed to members and friends.  
My current total says that more than 2,000 blessing bags were hung on doors of members 
and friends during that challenge.  One at a time you have made such difference in the 
lives of your members and your communities and again, each of these Chapters that have 
participated will be recognized and you can see that on the Website and FaceBook page.  I 
just want to single out one Chapter – we had one Chapter in a very small community that 
not only delivered blessing bags, they did it 8 separate times, and that would be Phillips 
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Chapter No. 204 in Phillips.  They made 8 separate projects and rotations of deliveries to 
the people that they were blessing and asking to “hang on.”  
      Who in your Chapter went above and beyond to encourage members to reach out, to 
communicate, and to live with love and compassion?  In these last few months as we 
prepared for Grand Chapter, we invited nominations from Worthy Matrons, Secretaries – 
any member of the Chapter to nominate someone who in their opinion really went above 
and beyond to keep members communicated, loved and nurtured, and from nominations I 
am going to take the time to name for you those 24 members who have been nominated by 
others to receive the “Paws Up” Salute for making such a difference in the relationships of 
your Chapters.  They are – and Brother Bruce, do you want to start?   
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Dora Redwine, Lois Terwilleger, Karen Foster, Joan Alexander, 
Susan Andreasen, Diane Frahm, Martha Moeller, Jerrie Wilcox, Connie Watts, Dan Watts, 
Vicki Ramsey, Susan Hedges, Gloria Guern – and she was nominated by Utica Chapter – 
Justine Beatie, Mary Timm, Sandra Hendren, Laurie Nerud, Susan Ott, Laurie Bryant, 
Cindy Kuhl, Marilyn Jepsen, Laurie Sieg, Melinda Brage, Shirley DeVasure. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Congratulations for being someone who motivated your Chapter or 
another Chapter to write a nomination and point out what a significant impact you have 
had, so for those 24 watch the mail and not just our Social media outlets because Bruce 
and I will be thanking you for how you have loved and served.  Throughout these 2 years 
we have been overwhelmed by your love and care through our Order and we would like to 
announce that the from the financial gifts, including what has been raised from the Silent 
Auction – some of those projects proceeds, will be re-invested back in our Chapters, so 
stay tuned.  We thank you for your love, your support, and the proceeds for our projects 
today.  It has been our privilege to serve you and I think we have to get serious now, 
because we are about to do business.  But one last “bump” -- thank you all and we love 
you! (Applause) 
 
                 WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON 
         MAY 12, 2021. 1:00 p.m. 
 
(In preparation for the afternoon session, the “Sentimental Journey” music 
continued.  At 1:00 p.m., the Grand Conductress and Associate Grand 
Conductress escorted Sister Cyn Norman, Past Grand Matron, and Brother 
Michael Donham, Past Grand Patron, to the East, and invited the Grand Officers 
to enter the Grand Chapter Room informally.  The Worthy Grand Matron and 
Worthy Grand Patron were escorted to the East, while Sister Ruth Negus (277) 
sang, “May the Good Lord Bless and Keep You.”  They were given Grand 
Honors and the Worthy Grand Matron seated the remaining Grand Officers.)  
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Cyn and Brother Mike, thank you so much for opening this 
Wednesday afternoon session for us.  It has been an honor and privilege to work with each 
of you and we especially appreciate all of the things you have done this past year and even 
before that.  Thank you.  Your encouragement, humor, and contagious joy have blessed us 
all, so thank you.    And thank you, for calling us across the floor for the last time! 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Sister Cyn and Brother Mike, I have a vivid recollection of your 
Wednesday afternoon business session while serving as Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy 
Grand Patron.  The dignity and patience you displayed that day is still an inspiration to me.  
All of these year later, I still think of that.  Thank you for opening our Wednesday afternoon 
session and thank you for your guidance, your example, and your friendship. 
 
(Past Grand Matron Cyn Norman and Past Grand Patron Michael Donham left 
the East.) 
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Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you to the Past Grand Organists, especially Sisters Mary 
Ann Stevens, Ruth Negus, and Les Faulkenberry for keeping things happening in this 
corner, and the way you have supported and encouraged our Grand Organists, thank you.  
We appreciate the team leadership of all of you musicians, and the music from the heart 
binds us together.  We are honored by your presence and participation.  Thank you.  
(Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  It is a pleasure that we welcome you to this afternoon session.  
Thank you for joining us. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  I, too, welcome you and thank you for participating in this Wednesday 
afternoon session.  We have a great deal of business to consider and every effort will be 
made to be as efficient and transparent as possible while dealing with the physical 
challenge of our necessary Bubble layout.  Thank you. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We now ask that anyone present who is not a member of the 
Order will please retire and rejoin us for the open installation following our break at the end 
of the afternoon business session, which we are determined to make that happen at 5:00 
p.m.  Thank you all. 
 
                          BUSINESS OF THE GRAND CHAPTER 
 
(The Worthy Grand Matron directed the Associate Matron to ascertain if all 
present were members of the Order and entitled to remain.  The Grand 
Conductress was then instructed to open the Bible on the Altar.  By direction of 
the Worthy Grand Matron, the Acting Grand Marshal proclaimed the session 
called from Refreshment to Labor.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  I want to affirm for you as we prepare to enter the business and 
vote that votes requiring by a simple majority will passed by the display of your voting 
cards.  When directed to raise your cards, hold it up and continue to hold it up until the 
continuing instruction of “cards down” is heard.  We will hold cards a little longer than usual 
– long enough for the tellers in our Crystal Ballroom Bubbles to count, that we may report a 
majority and if it is not a majority, a fail; and as to its integrity because you cannot see how 
any other Bubble is voting.  So it is important to wait until the Tellers themselves have an 
opportunity to report outside the door.  Votes will be recorded by a Teller from each Bubble 
to the Chairman of the Tellers, who will total all cast votes to determine if a majority vote 
was cast. 
 
                  Approval of 2018-2019 Minutes 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Grand Secretary, you will read the minutes of the previous 
meeting. 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary:  Worthy Grand Matron, I move that the Minutes of 
the 144th Grand Chapter Session as printed in the proceedings and distributed, be 
approved. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Worthy Grand Matron, I second the motion. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  A motion has been made and seconded that we approve the 
2019 Minutes of the 144th Grand Chapter Session as they appear in the proceedings 
book.  Is there any discussion?  Hearing none, all those in favor of accepting the Minutes 
of the previous Grand Chapter Session signify by raising your voting cards.  Cards Up; 
(pause) Cards Down.  Those opposed, same sign:  Cards Up, (pause) Cards down. 
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Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Brother Dennis, could you check with the Tellers to see if they 
have a report from the Bubbles? 
 
Wendell Wagner, Co-Chairman of Tellers:  All the Bubbles are 100 percent for. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The Motion has carried. 
 

              Unfinished Business 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Grand Secretary, is there any Unfinished business? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary:  There is none within my knowledge, Worthy Grand 
Matron. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Worthy Grand Patron, would you please preside while I give my 
report? 
 
            Report of the Worthy Grand Matron 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  To you all:  My report will be printed in its entirety in the 
proceedings book; therefore, I will not share it with you now.  And all of those things I was 
going to share with you and in our desire for brevity at this time, I end with “Thank you all.  
May God’s richest blessings be showered upon each of you.  I love you.  Thank you.”  
(Standing Applause) 

Written Report of the Worthy Grand Matron 
The Enduring Hope Grand Chapter Session brings us to the close of an uncustomary term 
in the history of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska. The impact of the world wide pandemic of 
COVID-19 and national emergency declared in March of 2020 prompted dramatic changes 
in all of our lives and in the business of our Grand Chapter as we began to adapt to the 
risks in public health and attempted to identify precautions dedicated to saving lives and 
slowing the spread of the virus. 
 
On March 16, 2020, my letter communicated that in light of the declaration of Federal and 
State emergencies and following the action of our Grand Master Ron Stites all meetings, 
events, and gatherings of our chapters in Nebraska were to be temporarily discontinued. 
Shortly thereafter I called a meeting including the Worthy Grand Patron, Grand Secretary, 
Associate Grand Matron, Associate Grand Patron, members of the Jurisprudence 
committee, Board of Grand Trustees, Parliamentarian and our attorney of   record.  A new 
sense of urgency had emerged within our journey of Enduring Hope. The lives of the 
members of our Grand Chapter and across all jurisdictions of our beloved Order were being 
impacted by the spread of this COVID-19 virus.  Today we are still living surrounded by the 
virus and its variants, however, we gather together for this Grand Chapter Session 
embracing public health precautions and with an itinerary that is modified and abbreviated 
when compared to our traditions and history. We have planned and prepared with your 
safety at our focus, all the while endeavoring to share faith, hope and love to  this 
jurisdiction, our chapters and member. It is our goal to provide the opportunity to move 
forward, transact our important business, and celebrate a new way forward. Our time and 
attendance are limited; therefore I have submitted in writing my report in its entirety and will 
only share brief remarks in person with this Grand Chapter. 
 
We have navigated the past fifteen months with a focus on the health, safety, and comfort 
of our members, which dictated our distance, brevity, sanitization and great caution. Even 
in the face of this worldwide pandemic, we remained determined each day to find the 
opportunities within the obstacles. We now see the light of a new normal breaking on the 
horizon. We trust all of our chapters and members will during the coming 2021-2022 Grand 
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Chapter year be returning to meetings, events, and social enjoyments. Our ability to reach 
out and serve those around us will continue to evolve. Together we make a difference. 
 
In the past two months across Nebraska chapters have read petitions, balloted upon 
previously received petitions, and have begun again to initiate new members and welcome 
returning members. Our relevance in the face of the pandemic has prevailed. We have 
navigated the past fifteen months with a focus on the health, safety, and comfort of our 
members. These conditions have dictated our social distance, brevity, sanitization and 
great caution. Even in the face of this worldwide pandemic, we have remained determined 
each day to find the opportunities within the obstacles. 
 
It has been my distinct honor and privilege to serve you. Your tenacity and attention to each 
other have continued to flow as blessings to each of us and to all of us. Thank you for each 
act of charity, truth and loving kindness. This compassion and care have led us safely to 
this moment and have prepared our abilities to serve into the future.   
 
Worthy Grand Patron Brother Bruce:  We vowed at the beginning of this journey, to do 
all we could to lead and serve with a positive impact upon our members and their future 
together. Little did we know then what we had been called to do. “God does not call the 
qualified, He qualifies the called.” Together we have offered our best to be faithful to His 
call in our lives and for our Order. Thank you for all you have done. Thank you for your 
patience and indulgence with me. May blessings continue to be showered upon you and 
Susie, 
 
To Sister Dottie and Brother Dave: “Blessed are the flexible for they shall not break”. You 
have been called to be flexible as your year was indefinitely put on hold. Even though the 
pandemic is still a factor in our daily lives, chapters’ realities, and international calendars; it 
is truly your time. May joy and peace surround you both as you take the helm of this ship. 
We offer our support and encouragement. 
 
To our Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons: In the years preparing to assume 
the leadership roles of this Grand Chapter we have been blessed by your experience, 
wisdom, insight and encouragement. Thank you! Throughout the months of 2019 and into 
the early months of 2020 you were vital in your presence and participation. As the 
pandemic began to reveal itself and throughout the thirteen months of challenges, you have 
been the connective tissue holding us together. 
 
To the Advancing Line of our Grand Chapter: The measure of our success will be that 
you exceed our accomplishments. I have every faith you will soar far beyond us.  You are a 
talented dedicated team. Our Grand Chapter is in very good hands and blessed by each of 
you. 
 
To our Appointed Grand Family Members: Thank you for saying yes. Your talents, 
dedication and determination are unprecedented. You have hung on through such 
challenges and changes. You have led with authenticity and proficiency. Through it all your 
are contagious and a lot of fun! We shall endure, as we are family for life. 
 
To Temple Chapter #271, Lincoln: it has been 65 years since you were the home of the 
Worthy Grand Matron. You have poured yourselves into serving, supporting and then 
carrying on for a second year. I pray you can recuperate quickly as we will soon do this 
together again. Thank you! 
 
To Acacia Chapter #39, Hastings: Thank you for you faithfulness and willingness to 
serve, share and support Bruce, Susie and our term. Your courtesies and generosity to Tim 
and me have been humbling and we are grateful. 
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As we stand before this assembly of the faithful, we are honored by your presence. We 
pray that your attendance and participation will be a blessing in your life. We know that your 
desire to be together is great, yet the presence of the virus and its variants bring challenges 
and wide precautions. Thank you for having faith that we have created a formula to 
facilitate safe attendance and participation. Thank you for your ongoing energy for our 
Order, which translates into your commitment and dedication to love and serve through 
charity, truth and kindness. 
 
Serving is an honor and privilege for each and every Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy 
Grand Patron. Our history and traditions in Nebraska are strong and significant. However, 
this unprecedented time has made even more humbling the love, care, support and 
encouragement offered us as your Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron. We 
cannot overstate your impact on us and in this jurisdiction. We offer our gratitude and 
appreciation, today and always. 
 
  “Those who hope in the Lord  will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run and not grow weary,  they  will walk and not be faint.”   Isaiah 40:31 
 
These words from scripture have led us and guided us through the challenges and 
concerns of COVID-19. I offer them again as a reminder of where we are and through what 
we have journeyed. May your awareness of God’s hand of strength, wisdom, and 
refreshment be over each and every moment of your being. May His presence overwhelm 
you. 
 

DEDICATION 
The World A Better Place 

Poet: Catherine Pulsifer, ©2018 
 

You give so willingly of your time 
You help others who don't have a dime 

Your smile and kindness are appreciated to 
We thank you for all you do. 

 
So we thank you today 

We can't tell you enough or even say 
Volunteers  (Sisters, Brothers and servants) like you who care 

Make this world a better place for all to bare. 
 
 

This 2021 Enduring Hope Session of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska is dedicated to the 
many loving, caring, faithful and determined members of this great jurisdiction. Your 
ongoing efforts and service through our Order make this world a better place. Your 
generosity of time, talent, and resources build the foundation upon which we stand and 
affirm our future. 
 
To those among us who have endured faithfully as the pandemic has revealed itself, the 
dedicated first line responders, health care workers, educators, civil servants, service 
providers, and elected officials that have stood in the gap to protect our communities and 
great state in the face of an unknown and invisible invader we lift our gratitude and 
appreciation. For every faithful essential worker who has given of their lives, safety and 
comfort to protect and serve we offer our praise and thanksgiving. 
 
To those who have persevered and at times patiently waited and all the while evaluating 
how we can best love and serve in challenging conditions and facing dramatic changes we 
lift our gratitude. Our Standing Committees, Special Committees, District Grand 
Supervisors, Grand Family, Worthy Matrons, Worthy Patrons, Secretaries, Representatives 
to our Dogs, our Past Grands, and all of our dedicated servants in every chapter and 
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community: You have made the difference for so many. You have cared for each other and 
for yourselves and made it possible for us to gather together here and now. 
 
To Sister Susie and Brother Tim, your faithfulness, support and encouragement have made 
all the difference for us when days were long and challenges extreme. Thank you! 
 
And to our heavenly Father, great is Your faithfulness, vast are your blessings. Daily you 
have lead us. 
 

Keep your dreams alive. 
 Understand to achieve anything requires faith, hope and love.  

Believe in yourself, vision, hard work, determination, and dedication.  
Remember all things are possible for those who believe and persevere. 

Perseverance defined as 
, steadfastness in doing something despite difficulty or  

delay in realizing success is what has brought us to this day, in this place, where we are 
able to celebrate the fruits of our labors and filled with hope  

we see the light of a new normal on the horizon. 
 
 

In Remembrance 
 

And Then Cometh the Evening  
Poet: Maria J. Dodge 

 
When the cares of life o'erwhelm us 

And the way is dark and drear. 
Brothers, sisters, then take courage 

For the night of rest draws near! 
And when the burning sun goes down, 

The star of hope shall rise, 
And soon the morning's rosy tints 

Will brighten all the skies; 
Then gladly work while yet you may. 

For soon shall come the rest 
When God shall call from earth away; 

He doeth all things best. 
 

We pause to remember those who departed their earthly life. They are greatly missed and 
we trust they have reached their fullness of joy in the presence of our Heavenly Father, with 
all their beloved, throughout all eternity.  
 
We give thanks to our Heavenly Father for His watchful care over us during these past two 
years. We express our gratitude for His allowing the circle of our Enduring Hope Grand 
Family to remain unbroken. Sorrow has entered our communities and homes and we 
extend our sympathy to all those who have endured loss. 
 

Eternal Life 
Poet: Caleb Davis Bradlee 

 
We shall live again! how true 
That all will live once more! 

And in a world most grandly new 
Will worship and adore. 

 
Thanks, God, for this holy peace, 

https://www.stresslesscountry.com/calebdavisbradleepoems.html
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This greatest gift of thine, 
That whilst our earthly part must cease, 

As angels we shall shine. 
 

We have experienced significant losses within the ranks of our Past Grand Matrons and 
Past Grand Patrons. Eternal life has come to Sisters Anita Sohm (2017-2018) and Mary 
Ann Watchorn (1971-1972) Past Grand Matrons, and Brothers Charles House (1980-1981), 
William B. Parrish (2006-2007), Leslie Smith (1983-1984), and Jim Taylor (2017-2018) Past 
Grand Patrons. The dedicated service of each of these Sisters and Brothers has blessed 
our Order and we are grateful for their loving service. Their journey from earth into eternal 
life brings us great sorrow and we will greatly miss them. We offer our deepest sympathies 
to their families, and all who grieve their passing. 
  

Official Acts 
One of the greatest acts of joy and fulfillment is the selection of those who serve during the 
Grand Chapter term. Even greater is the joy of hearing “yes” when appointments are 
offered. Thank you to each of you who accepted and have served which such dedication 
and significance. None of us anticipated or could control our journey and you have offered 
such charitable service. 

 

Appointed Grand Officers 
Grand Chaplain……..….William Raymond (325) Bellevue 
Grand Marshal……….…..………Kirk Brown (92) Fremont 
Grand Organist……..……..Sharon McArdle (299) Omaha 
Grand Adah…………..Shannon Roberts (55) North Platte 
Grand Ruth………....……………..Lori Nerud (214) Bayard 
Grand Esther………..…...……Carrie Knapp (142) Paxton 
Grand Martha…………..……..Dyana Burton (275) Lincoln 
Grand Esther.……..Tina Mogensen (250) Weeping Water 
Grand Warder…..……………….Sheli Rice (325) Bellevue 
Grand Sentinel…….…....……..Cecil Smith (189) Bellevue 

 
Following the resignation of the Grand Marshal in January 2020 the following appointment 
was made: 

Grand Marshal……..Dee Schuetz PGM, (189) Bellevue 
 

Committee Appointments – 2019 
With gratitude we thank each Sister and Brother who has willingly agreed to accept our 
appointment to these Standing Committees, Special Committees, Session Committees, 
Other Committees, Projects and fundraising efforts. As members of these committees and 
projects your  gifts of time, talent and resources are a vital part of our outreach, service, 
and efforts to maintain and grow our Grand Chapter. A complete list of the committee 
members appears in the Session Program, included here are my appointments for 2019. 

 
Board of Grand Supervisors 
Karan Birdsall, WGM (271) Lincoln 
Dottie Arent, AGM (113) Ainsworth 

Laurie Sieg, GC (271) Lincoln 
 
 

Standing Committee 
Benevolence ………………….. Andy Martin (153) 
Educational Loan Fund..….Matt Vandergriff (277) 
ESTARL………………………. Albert Fisher (261) 
Jurisprudence….....Jeanine Bryceson, PGM (153)  
Membership……………….…Richard Myers (169) 
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Membership………………Ron Giesselmann (119) 
Publicity……………….………Andrea Stewart (55) 
Scholarship…….…………...….Dennis Dubry (215) 

Service and Therapy Dog….Betty Kirby, PGM (153) 
Youth…………………………Nicholas Walsh (301) 
Advisory Committee……… Brenda McGuire, PGM 
                                              Betty Garwood, PGM 
                                              Sue Andreasen, PGM 

 
 

Special Committees 
Exploring Installation Ceremony Option…….…David A Wetrosky, AGP (1) 
                                                                               Dottie Arent, AGM (113) 
                                                                              Tregan Albers PGP (268) 
                                                                                Dee Schuetz PGM (189) 
                                                                                   Betty Kirby PGM (153) 
Exploring Grand Chapter Events …………Linda Dubry AGC (261,215,55) 
                                                                                    Laurie Sieg GC (271) 
                                                                                    Cecil Smith GS  (189) 
                                                                                 Bob Rhodes, PGP(199) 
                                                                                   Margaret Nelson (216) 
                                                                              Cynthia Timmermier (169) 
C and C for our Chapters - Care and Compassion …….Betty Garwood, PGM (301) 
                                                                                   Fran Crowe, PGP (39) 
                                                                                             Susie Baker (39) 
                                                                               Mike Donham, PGP(299) 
                                                                               Carol Luther, PGM (246) 
                                                                             Sue Andreasen, PGM (84) 
                                                                                 Joni Bennett, PGM (33) 
Special Project of the WGM/WGP – Paws Up……Elizabeth Van Sky  (325) 
                                                                                         Eric Van Sky (325) 

 
“50 Pairs of Paws” - Chapter Representatives for our Dogs 
Amy Shirley (1)………………….…..……………………Suzanne Byler (9) 
Sandra Carbonneau (31)……..…….….........…………… JoAnn Sear (35                              

 Melva Kube (40)……………..…….………...………………Becki Beck (41)  
Erin Marr (52)…….………….….……….….…...…….Andrea Stewart (55)                            
Wayne Andreasen (84)..……....…..……...………..……..Jane Shield (86) 

   Laura Kilmer (94) …….…..……………………….….…Kelsey Larsen (104 
   Mike Hitchcock (113)………….…...…...……..……..Martha Moeller (114) 

Kathy Hartman (122)……..….…….…………………….Susan Olson (131) 
Karla Lawler (142)……….………..…………………...Michelle Smith (153) Amanda Kloke 

(169) …….……………….……..……..Hazel Prentice (184) 
  Judy Wehrbein, PGM (189)……….……..……………Marilyn Carhart (194) 

 Myrna Vasta (198)............................................Bonnie Evans, PGM (199) 
   Ruth Batie (204) ………………………………………….. Ruth Walker (214 

  Kim Kegler (216)…………..…..…..….….……………Cheryl Glidden (233) 
  Elizabeth Ketner (234)…………….….………………..Renee Thakur (250) 
  Joyce Royal (257)………...………………..……………..Elaine Knapp (263) 
  Susan Arndt (264)………………..……..……..………….. Kathy Kuhl (269) 
  Jean Crary (271…………….................………………….Carol Reade (277) 
   Billie Mattern PGM (299).………......……………………Toby Varvais (301) 

   Julie Fowler (307)……………………………..…………Nancy Nelson (316) 
   Cindee Atwood (320)......................................………. Deb McMullin (325) 

 

Special Project Fundraising Grand Chapter Silent Auction 
Margaret McCall (52)…………………..Nellie Frizell (215) 
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Sales Table Team 

Laurie and Ken Sieg (277)….……………………..…….Sue Kittinger (199) 
Dian Larsen (39)………………Cindy Pedersen (301) and Alan Pedersen 
Katherine (159) and Don Meink ….……………..Tam and Bill Engler (299) 
Deb and Tregan Albers, PGP (268)….….Chris and Steve Kennedy (263) 
Pam Folsom (271) and Steve Folsom……………………Mary Ritter (113) 
Andrea Stewart (55,142)……………………………….Tracey Hefner (200) 
Andi Carpenter (122)…………………………………Laura Uberheim (122) 

Brenda McGuire (86) 
 

Other Committees 
Fraternal Relations……………………..………………..Nicole Smith (189) 
Fraternal Relations……………………..………….....Marilyn Jepson (271) 
Children’s Home Representatives…..…....Chris and Don Peterson (119) 
Masonic Home Representatives…………………… Barb Davenport (189)  
                                                                                         Tom Davenport 

Webmaster………….………………………….…………...Kerri Straub (269) 
Masonic Events Calendar……….……………………….. Kerri Straub (269) 

 
Session Committees 

Credentials…………………….……. Linda Teach (194), Toby Varvais (301) 
Dispensation and Charters….…….………………Wanda Fisher, PGM(261) 
General Arrangements  .Wayne Andreasen (84), Mike Donham, PGP(299) 
March Directors…...Bev Donham, PGM (299), Cynthia Norman PGM (279) 
Page  Coordinators……….…Jessica Hochstein (92),Kristi Vandergriff (277) 
Parliamentarian………….………………………..Cynthia Timmermeier (169) 
Registration…………….….………..Joyce Porter (189), Melinda Brage (271) 
Tellers………………….….Don Havekost (122), Wendell Wagner (214, 122) 
Grand Ducks……………………...….Chuck Sohm (325). Don Norman (279) 
Technician……………………...…………….………………Albert Fisher (261) 
Choir Director & Accompanist ...Jim Carlton (325), Mary Ann Stevens (189) 

Committee Appointments – 2020 
With the cancellation of the May 2020 Grand Chapter Session some changes have been 
made to those members serving in our positions on Standing Committees, Special 
Committees, Session Committees, other Committees, Projects and fundraising efforts. 
Thank you to those who have continued to serve. Thank you to all members who have 
agreed to serve for 2020 year through the Grand Chapter Session of May 2021. Your 
dedicated service is beneficial and appreciated. A complete list of the committee members 
appears in the Session Program, included here are my appointments for 2020. 
                                                      
       Service and Therapy Dog………..…………....….Tammy Gass (246)   
       Youth……………….…………....Mary Ritter (113), Robyn Brown (55) 
        Parliamentarian………….…..…...……James F Brown Jr. PGP (271) 
       Choir Director…………….…….………………..…..Ruth Negus (277) 

 
“50 Pairs of Paws” - Chapter Representatives for our Dogs 

Marilyn Guss (6)…………………………………..……….  Beth Benson (8) 
  Joy Danelly (13)……………………………...…………  Elaine Sheldon (16) 
  Joan Jones (20)……….……………………..…………….. Beth Rogers (33) 
   Donnue Ingram (39)………………………..…………..  Barb Sodomka (41) 
   Diane Lyons (86)…………………………….……….. Linda Prochaska (92) 
  Janet Roberts (93)……………………………………..  Jennifer Dierks (94) 
  Susanne Krula (119)…………………………..….. Joan  Christensen (121) 
  Kelly Stahly (132)……………………………………….. Bryan Regier (134) 
  Mary Lou Erickson PGM, (159)…………………………  Marcia Imig (169) 
  Carol Milander (175), …………………...…………. Shirely Adkinson (184) 
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  Susan Peterson (192)……………………………………. Linda Teach (194 
  Donna Williams (200)………..…………………………….. Ruth Batie (204) 
  Evelyn Thompson (207) ………….……..……………Loraine Rogers (213) 
  Ruth Walker (214)…………………………….………Deb Williamson (215) 
  Carol Luther PGM, (246)……………………………...…..Sandi Hahn (250) 
  Wanda Fisher PGM (261)…………………………..Ashley Baxendale (262) 
  Debra Albers (268)………………………………..……Kaylene Martin (275) 
   Jonelle Rogers (277)………………………..………..Carol Thompson (279) 

           Judy Pickle (325) 
         

“50 Pairs of Paws”, our goal and challenge set in May 2019 of connecting our chapters to 
the communications, opportunities and details of our service and therapy dog projects, has 
been met and exceeded. It has been our perspective that the value of our new international 
primary philanthropy is significant and a vital ingredient to the health of our chapters and 
value of membership for each member. Every chapter in Nebraska has established and 
engaged a member of their chapter who acts as a representative to our dogs. As we have 
entered this historic time of distancing and inability to meet, the dogs have served us well. 
Their loving kindness and theology have been encouragers for our members. Now as we 
approach the new normal on our horizon and return to community outreach and in person 
events, we have a firm foundation from which to reach out. Thank you to our dedicated 
committee members who have built this team of representatives. Thank you for the 
communications and encouragement that have spread the words of our dogs from border 
to border. Special gratitude to Lorrie Bryant, chairman of our Service and Therapy Dog 
Standing Committee, for her tireless efforts to build and document this team of 
representatives. Hope abounds for our future and communicating the significance of our 
dogs through the connections and communication of these representatives. 
 
 

Pandemic Impact on 2021 Grand Chapter Committees 
Special gratitude to our committee chairmen and committee members for your flexibility as 
the impact of COVID-19 caused the need to adapt our traditional Grand Chapter plans for 
the 2021 Session. The risks of group singing caused us to cancel the Star Studded choir. 
The responsibilities for those performing the duties of our registration, credential and tellers 
committees all needed to be modified to lower our public health risks and exposures. Thank 
you for your patience and faithfulness as plans evolved and changed. The guidelines for 
Installations as defined by the Most Worthy Grand Matron modify our ceremony to avoid 
seating in a close semi-circle. Therefore, our Grand Ducks were not called to serve. Thank 
you also for the flexibility of our Standing Committees and chairmen. Reports could not be 
presented live in the Grand Chapter Room but were submitted in writing to assure their 
reports and communications could be shared in the printed reports and proceedings. Thank 
you. 
 

Grand Representatives Recommended and Commissioned 
What a joy it is to recommend Sisters and Brothers to represent another Grand Jurisdiction 
in Nebraska as Grand Representatives. Your love and dedication to our Order and Grand 
Chapter affirm you each are worthy of this honor and its opportunity. The bond of fraternal 
friendship between our Grand Jurisdictions is largely due to the enthusiasm you have as 
you serve as a communicator and an ambassador spreading good will and sharing our 
fraternal love. In determining the recommendations, it is a delight to see Jurisdictions open 
for an appointment that correspond to the strengths of our worthy members. There is no 
greater joy than appointing a Grand Representative to a jurisdiction they love and will travel 
to visit. I pray that each of you savors your Commission, the new relationships you make 
and nurture, and have the opportunity to travel to visit your counterparts in the Grand 
Jurisdictions you represent. In this period of distancing and absence from our Chapter 
Rooms and events, your opportunities to communicate flourish in the mail and via social 
media. Technology has been a blessing for our Grand Representatives. As the risks and 
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infectious spread of COVID-19 diminish I hope you are able travel and savor the full range 
of opportunities as a Grand Representative.  

 
 

2019 Grand Representatives Recommended 
Australia……………………………..Dennis Bostow (119) LaVista 
Connecticut……………………….…Jill Woodward (122,35) Minden 
District of Columbia…………….…..Dennis Rix (92) Fremont 
Florida…………………………….....Joyce Porter (189) Plattsmouth 
Idaho………………………………...Cathy Wagner (214,122) Fremont 
Illinois…………………...…….……..Norma Cumings (275) Lincoln 
Michigan………………….….….…..Valerie Tarr (84) Plainview 
Minnesota……………………….…..Jennifer Nieman (199) Staplehurst 
Missouri…………………………..….Rebecca Flores (4-P, 299) Omaha 
Montana……………………….…….Connie Ourada (35) Kearney 
Nevada………………………..….…Amanda Kloke (169) Omaha 
New Jesey…………………..……Marcella “Marci” Broyhill (301) Dakota City 
New York…………………..………...Dr. Lorrie Bryant (271) Lincoln 
North Carolina…………….….……..Renee Thakur (250) Weeping Water 
North Dakota…………………..…….Bryan Regier (134) Stapleton 
Nova Scotia & PEI………..…………Kevin Lindly (261) Broken Bow 
Oklahoma…………………………...Heather Palmer (325) Bellevue 
Oregon…………………...………….Tracey Dickes  (132) Milford 
Ontario…………………………Betty Garwood, PGM (301) South Sioux City 
Quebec………………………………Rebecca Guss (6,299) Omaha 
Rhode Island………………………..Nancy Nemecek (234) Humboldt 
Scotland……………………….…….Tim Birdsall (271) Lincoln 
South Carolina………….……..……Diane Wilson (122) Fremont 
South Dakota……………………….Darrell Weers (275) Lincoln 
Texas………………………………..Sue Kittinger (199) Lincoln 
Vermont…………………….………..Samantha McCrea (55) North Platte 
Wyoming………………………….….Dennis Dubry (215,55) North Platte 
 

2019 Grand Representatives Commissioned 
Alabama……………………………..…Debra Holloway 
Arizona…………………………...…….Elizabeth Gendron 
Arkansas……………….……………….Darcy Baxlely 
Australia………………………………..Judith Manderson 
Bolivia………………………………..Lourdes Sebonga De Barriento 
British Columbia & Yukon…….………Linda Warren 
California……………………………….Jacqueline Bozeman 
Connecticut………………………….Susan Everest 
Idaho…………………………………Vickie Reynolds 
Illinois……………………………..…Judy Wilson 
Iowa………………………………….Sue Thomas 
Italy……………………………………Rosarina Madia 
Kansas……………………………….Carol M. Dornberger 
Louisiana…………………………….Carlton Conway 
Massachusetts………………………C. Joan Tinkham 
Michigan…………………………..…Ingrid Cole 
Missouri……………………………..Judy Scheib 
Nevada………………………………Dennis Lowe 
New Hampshire……………………Thomas Tsirmokos 
New Jersey…………………………Andrew Strucek 
New York……………………………Sandra Lee Hussey 
North Carolina………………………Lindie Bishop 
North Dakota…………………...…..Evelyn Johnson 
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Nova Scotia & PEI…………………Ardith Downey 
Ohio………………………………….Bonnie Spurling 
Oklahoma……………………………Lois White 
Oregon…………………………..…..Teri Garlock 
Quebec………………………………Audrey Williamson 
Rhode Island………………………..Danielle Riebe 
Saskatchewan………………………Albert Hiliar PGP 
Scotland……………………………..May Hunter 
South Carolina………………………Shirley Martin 
Vermont……………………………..Jeanne Johnson 
West Virginia………………………..Elaine McDaniel 
Wisconsin……………………………Ed Klein 
Wyoming……………………………..Jacque Lahr 
 

 
2020 Grand Representatives Recommended 

Alberta………………………….…….Celena Roth (301) South Sioux City 
Arizona……………………….………Melba Rife (86) Stratton 
Arkansas…………………..Lisa Baker Williams (39) Bentonville, Arkansas 
British Columbia and Yukon…….…Elizabeth “Liz” Ferguson (262) Kimball 
Colorado…………………………….Susie Baker (39)  Hastings 
Delaware…………………….………Brandon Van Sky (325) Papillion 
Indiana……………………...Dave Thienel, PGP (39) Indianapolis, Indiana 
Kansas…………………….….……..Marna Raymond (325) Bellevue 
Kentucky…………………..………..Becki Beck (41) Grand Island 
Louisiana………………..……….….Amy Shirley (1) Nebraska City 
Manitoba…………….………………Don Rasmussen (39) Hastings 
Maryland……………….……………Jan Barnard (216) Tekamah 
Massachusetts………………………Sharon Yockers (8) Lincoln 
New Brunswick…………..………….Joan Jones (20) David City 
New Hampshire……….…………….Virginia Kayfman (215) Gering 
New Mexico…………………..……….Nicole Smith (189) Bellevue 
Ohio………………………..…………..Sara Fegley (40) Norfolk 
Pennsylvania…………..……………..John Parsons (299) Omaha 
Sao Paulo ……………………………..Ann Daudt (84) Plainview 
Saskatchewan……………..………….Betty Kirby, PGM (153) Lincoln 
Tennessee…………………..………..Greg Mason (94) Lincoln 
Utah………………………..…………..Don Norman (279) Lincoln 
Virginia………………………..………..Angi Miller (189)  Papillion 
Washington……………………….….Jim Terwilleger (9) Beatrice 
Wisconsin……………………………..Laura Deininger (39) Hastings 

 
 

2020 Grand Representatives Commissioned 
Alberta…………………………………Margaret MacDonald 
Colorado……………………………….Melissa Bray 
Connecticut…………………………….Susan Everest 
Delaware……………………………….Courtney Painter Stewart 
District of Columbia…………………….Rumonda Thompson 
Florida………………………………...Jennings Bunn 
Georgia………………………………...Susan Reese 
Indiana…………………………….……J. Arnold Custer 
Kentucky………………………….……Barbara Gambrel 
Maine……………………………….….Brian Farrington 
Manitoba…………………………….…Sandra Lawrence 
Minnesota……………………………..Mary Jo Goman 
Montana………………………………Betty McConkey 
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New Brunswick………………………Colin Allen 
Ontario…………………………….….Souhail Banna 
Pennsylvania……………………….…Doris Robertson 
Rhode Island………………………….Danielle Riebe 
South Dakota………………………….Mildred Salathe 
South Carolina………………………..Shirley Martin 
Tennessee…………………………….Christy Sullivan 
Texas………………………………..…Mary Ann Davis 
Utah………………………….……….. Kari Finch Start 
Virginia…………………………………Alicia Loving 
Washington……………………………Robin Jessup 
 
It has been an honor and joy to be able to visit chapters and members making in person 
presentations of their Commissions, pins, and correspondence. It is such a pleasure to 
make the  announcement in their chapters and greet our new Grand Representatives. I 
visited the stated meeting of Utica Chapter #199 on September 9, 2019 to present Sue 
Kittinger (199) her commission as Grand Representative of Texas. Visiting Trinity #299 
Omaha provided the opportunity to present Rebecca Flores (299) her commission as 
Grand Representative of Missouri September 26, 2019 at an Omaha chapters’ visitation.  
Cathy Wagner (214, 122) Grand Representative of Idaho was announced and presented at 
the Area Constellation in Fremont on October 27, 2019 . Dressed in Halloween costumes 
for the October 2020 stated meeting of Temple Chapter #271 Lincoln I presented Lorrie 
Bryant Grand Representative to New York with her commission and pin. Sister Susie 
Campbell (275) made an in home visit and presented the announcement to Norma 
Cummings (275) Grand Representative of Illinois as Norma was home caring for an ill 
family member and was not at their stated meeting when I visited. It was my pleasure to 
visit Home Chapter #189 Plattsmouth November 5, 2019 with the announcement of Joyce 
Porter (189) as Grand Representative of Florida, Visiting the stated meeting of Alpha 
Chapter #325 in Bellevue on November 11, 2019 allowed the presentation of Heather 
Palmer’s commission as Grand Representative of Oklahoma. A moving addition to our 
2020 Supervisors’ School of instruction was the opportunity to present Betty Garwood, 
PGM with her commission to serve as Grand Representative of Ontario and Dennis Dubry 
his commission to serve as Grand Representative of Wyoming.  On February 17, 2020 I 
presented Tim Birdsall’s commission as Grand Representative of Scotland. 
 
During the height of the COVID-19 spread and infection rates, commissions were mailed. I 
trust that the joy in receiving the appointment brought a bit of relief during an otherwise 
challenging time. The reminder that we love and serve together comes with the 
commission. We will return to being together in person. During the periods of distancing 
while chapters were not meeting, I had the privilege to present at the front door of Greg 
Mason (94) his commission to serve as Grand Representative of Tennessee and Don 
Norman (279) his commission to serve as Grand Representative of Utah. Once we could 
return to Phase 1 meetings and during the months between highest risk rates of the virus I 
was able to visit Vesper Chapter #9 in Beatrice and surprise Jim Terwilleger (9) with his 
commission to serve as the Grand Representative of Washington. Thank you to each of 
you for the joy of welcoming in your meetings or on your door steps. 
 
As the risks of COVID began to diminish and chapters chose to move into Phase 2 for their 
March 2021 meetings, I was able to visit Martha Washington Chapter Lincoln and present 
the announcement to Betty Kirby, PGM(153) as Grand Representative of Saskatchewan. 
(Thursday, March 4, 2021).   A visit to Alpha Chapter #325 on Thursday March 11, 2021 
brought the opportunity to present Marna Raymond (325) with her commission as Grand 
Representative of Kansas in Nebraska.  
 
Our Worthy Grand Patron represented me in presenting to Lisa Baker Williams (39) Grand 
Representative of Arkansas, Susie Baker (39) Grand Representative of Colorado,  and Don 
Rasmussen (39) Grand Representative of Manitoba. Sue Andreasen, PGM (84) presented 
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the commission to Ann Daudt (84) to serve as the Grand Representative of Sao Paulo at 
the stated meeting of Mount Vernon Chapter #84 on March 25, 2021. After a number of 
years without a commission from Sao Paulo and in the midst of the challenges of COVID-
19 it was a very special moment to recognize Ann. Three generations of Ann’s family were 
on hand at their meeting for the announcement.  Congratulations and best wishes to each 
who serve as a Grand Representative.  
 

Questions of the Worthy Grand Matron 
During the 2019-2021 term I have received many questions via mail, telephone, email and 
other electronic media. I have received one question under seal. After careful thought and 
study of each question with reference to the Constitution and Bylaws the Grand Chapter of 
Nebraska, the Book of Instruction, the Ritual and General Grand Chapter Law and when 
necessary included consultation with the Jurisprudence and Advisory Committees and our 
Parliamentarian, their questions were answered to the best of my abilities and each 
appropriately handled. 

Dispensations Granted 
Due to lack of quorum (illness, bad weather) on day of the Stated Meeting: 
Truth #262, Kimball 
Hebron #31, Hebron 
Holly #233, Benkelman 
Dome Rock #215, Scottsbluff 
Dawson #33, Lexington 
Arbor #200, Central City 
Utica #199, Utica 
 
 
Due to a community event or other Masonic events on the day of the Stated Meeting: 
Columbia #275, Lincoln 
Starcraft #307, Lincoln 
Vesta #6, Omaha 
Acacia #39, Hastings 
Mount Vernon #84, Plainview 
 
 
To change location temporarily for the Stated Meeting: 
Symphony Chapter #306, O’Neill 
Vesta Chapter #6, Omaha 
 

 
Waivers of Jurisdiction Requested 

During the 2019-2021 term, no requests for waivers of jurisdiction have been received. 
 

 
Consolidations 

Our Consolidations represent a reduction in the total list of our chapters. We should also 
realize we need to be open to the possibilities that a Consolidation can bring to our 
dedicated faithful members. A Consolidation should bring opportunities for members to be 
involved in ways that were maybe not possible in the former chapter. As our membership 
has declined, members are aging, and some communities becoming smaller we need to 
adapt to find the best paths forward for involvement by our members and enhancing the 
value of their membership.  Consolidation may be the best path forward for some chapters 
and our members. 
 
I have finalized the Consolidation of the following chapters: 
June 6, 2019 Tekamah Chapter #131 into Herman Chapter #216  
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October 28, 2019 Holly Chapter #233 of Benkleman into 
 Eureka Chapter #86 of McCook  

January 7, 2020 Symphony Chapter #306 of O’Neill into 
 Bethany Chapter #113 of Ainsworth  

 

Official Visits  
Accompanied by the Grand Secretary I have made the following Official Visits to our 
chapters: 
July 17, 2019             Holly Chapter #233, Benkelman 
August 14, 2019  Symphony Chapter #306, O’Neill   
September 5, 2019  Humboldt Chapter #234, Humboldt      
October 14, 2019  Irene Chapter #207, Guide Rock 
November 13, 2019  Golden Rule Chapter #134, Hyannis  
April 1, 2021  Franklin Chapter #213, Franklin 

 
Several other chapters have inquired regarding the process of Consolidation and may 
request Official Visits in the near future. The presence of COVID-10 has challenged some 
of our chapters and has also challenged our ability to meet for Official Visits of the Worthy 
Grand Matron and Grand Secretary which should be accessible by all members of a 
chapter. I  have shared with our chapters that our Grand Chapter shares the desire to move 
forward with what is important or necessary for the future of their members. Together we 
can hear, support, encourage and accommodate the needs of our chapters and their 
members. 

Supervision 
One of the most vital contributions of our Grand Chapter to our subordinate chapters is the 
gift of Supervision. To connect with each chapter, lift their proficiency, fine tune their 
business practices, and build the continuity and uniformity across our jurisdiction is 
significant and honorable. We owe a debt of gratitude to those who have developed and 
perpetuated the supervision in Nebraska. It has been my privilege to serve with Sister 
Dottie and Sister Laurie on the Board of Grand Supervisors. Together I believe we have 
held up a mirror to evaluate the benefits of our supervision and attempted to address the 
needs of our chapters and members. The planning, preparation and facilitation of our 
Supervisors’ Schools and the instruction delivered by our Supervisors to our chapters have 
been effective in achieving our goals and fine tuning Supervisors’ School and the 
instruction available for our chapters. 
 
Thank you to our Supervisors for the service to our chapters. In our journey through 2020-
2021 you have been called upon to be flexible, learn new forms of instruction and 
communication, and have stepped up to grow your tools and skills and meet our chapters 
needs. The dedication, proficiency, determination, gifts and talents of our District Grand 
Supervisors are to be commended. They prepare, plan, instruct, travel, communicate, 
report and deliver a relationship that encourages and inspires our chapters.  
 
By vote of the Grand Chapter in May 2019,  our Grand Chapter Bylaw Section 33 was 
amended to include Past Patrons in those eligible to take the Supervisors Examination. By 
taking this examination, a Past Patron demonstrates his proficiency and general knowledge 
of our law and instructions. His name is placed on file as being eligible (not required) to 
serve as a District Grand Supervisor. In 2020, one Past Patron successfully completed the 
examination. 
 
The following District Grand Supervisors were appointed and served through the 2020 
calendar year: 
 

2020 District Grand Supervisors 
District No. 1………….Meagan Pruitt (169) 

Nebraska City No. 1,Pawnee City No. 16,  Humboldt No. 234, Brownville No. 263   
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District No. 2………….Tracey Hefner (200) 

   Grand Island No. 41,  Aurora No. 93,  Phillips No. 204, Stromsburg No 192,  
 Central City No.200 

  

District No. 3…………..Ellen Ott (122) 

 Papillion No. 114,  Plattsmouth No. 189, Bellevue No. 325 
 

District No. 4……………Sheli Rice (325) 

 Vesta No. 6,  Adah No. 52, Narcissus No. 269, AkSarBen No. 277, Trinity No. 299 
 

District No. 5…………… Linda Dubry (261, 215, 55) 

   Electa No. 8,  Myrtle No. 94, M. Washington No. 153, Temple #271, 
 Columbia No. 275, Starcraft No. 307, Capitol No. 320 

 

District No. 6……………Kelly Stahly (132, 257) 

   Plainview No. 84, Hooper No. 122, Ceresco No. 198, Herman No. 216 
  

District No. 7…………...Margaret Nelson (216) 

 Columbus No. 13, David City No. 20, North Bend No. 119, Wayne No. 194 
  

District No. 8…………….Andrea Stewart (142, 55) 

 Ainsworth No. 113, Franklin No. 213,  Thedford No. 261    

District No. 9……………. Wanda Retzlaff (84) 

 Norfolk No. 40, Wausa No. 159,  Laurel No. 175, So. Sioux City No. 301 
  

District No. 10……………Terri Sherman (307) 

   Hebron No. 31, Hastings No. 39, Guide Rock No. 207, Davenport No. 268 
  

District No. 11…………….Gloria Guern (114) 

   Kearney No. 35, North Platte No. 55, Fort Calhoun No. 121, Utica No. 199 
 

District No. 12 ……………..Julie Hornicek (264) 

 Mitchell No. 214, Scottsbluff No. 215, Kimball No. 262,  Oshkosh No. 264 
  

District No. 13………………Peggy Hitchcock (113) 

   Hyannis No. 134, Ogallala No. 142, Gordon No. 184, Valentine No. 246 
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District No. 14 …………….Chris Kennedy (263) 

 Beatrice No. 9, Crete No.104,  Milford No.132,  Weeping Water No. 250, 
 Palmyra No. 257 

   

District No. 15……………..Susie Baker (39) 

   Lexington No. 33, Fremont No. 92, Elkhorn No. 169 
   

District No. 16 ………………Board of District Grand Supervisors 

   McCook No. 86, Bartley No. 144, Imperial No. 279 
 
What in 2018 began as an idea to build upon the strengths of our one-on-one relationships, 
increase our support and encouragement for our District Grand Supervisors, and broaden 
our communications came to life through the appointment of Mentors to our District Grand 
Supervisors in 2019 for those Supervisors serving the 2020 calendar year. These  
individually selected Past Grand Matrons and Past Grands Patrons were intentionally 
placed in the mentoring role partnered with a specific District Grand Supervisor. Their 
words of advice, encouragement, availability, and friendship have blessed our District 
Grand Supervisors. Unknown at the time of their appointment and engagement our world 
was about to drastically change. The global pandemic elevated the need for valued 
relationships and partnerships. Already in place and engaged these Mentors have served 
to deliver loving kindness to these Supervisors. Thank you for you willingness to try 
something new and strengthen our bonds of love and service. 
 

Mentors to our 2020 District Grand Supervisors 
Susan Andreasen, PGM……………………..Alvin Benemerito, PGP 
Judy Bespalec, PGM…………………………………Gary Brhel, PGP 
Beverly “Bev” Donham, PGM……………………Bonnie Evans, PGM 
Wanda Fisher, PGM…………………………….Betty Garwood, PGM 
Betty Kirby, PGM…………………………………...Carol Luther, PGM 
Candy Martin, PGM………………………………..Billie Mattern, PGM 
Brenda McGuire,PGM………………….Cynthia “Cyn” Norman, PGM 
Robert Rhodes, PGP……………………………….Jerrie Wilcox, PGM 

Supervision 2020 
Through out 2019, by law and with the mission of equipping our District Grand Supervisors 
to instruct each subordinate chapter, promote unity, insure continuity, nurture relationships, 
and act as a communication link, the Board of Grand Supervisors met, communicated, and 
planned.  We developed and facilitated the 2020 Supervisors School. Amidst the typical 
Nebraska winter weather challenges the Board gathered on Thursday, January 16, 2020 at 
the Scottish Rite Center in Lincoln and to set up and finalize the preparations for the 
Supervisors’ School. The Board was assisted by Grand Secretary Jan Thoman, PGM, 
Advisory Committee members Betty Garwood, PGM  and Sue Andreasen, PGM. Due to 
illness Brenda McGuire, PGM was unable to attend. Brothers Tim Birdsall (271), Ken Sieg 
(271) and  Dennis Dubry (215, 55) helped with set up and facilitated the sound and digital 
technology for the School.  
 
Prior to the School ,each Supervisor received materials supporting and directing their 
preparation for the School and their instruction of chapters. Included were all updates, 
clarifications and “Talk Throughs” of our ritual and law. These printed materials helped as 
they each created their own notebook for instructing. 
 
Winter weather and dangerous driving conditions did cause us to be flexible and delay 
arrivals and the official start of the School. Friday’s meetings and rehearsals were 
cancelled and Saturday’s Trustees, Jurisprudence, First Year Supervisors meetings and 
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start time were delayed. Practice for the Enduring Hope Grand Officers was cancelled. The 
School began with lunch and the sessions began without rehearsal at 1:00 pm. 
 
The Supervisors’ School was hosted by Temple Chapter #271 Lincoln. Directed by Worthy 
Matron Cindy Kehling and assisted by more than thirty Temple Chapter members the 
School attenders were treated to delicious meals, welcomed refreshments, great fellowship 
and farewell travel treats.  A favorite of those dining was the delicious baked steak dinner 
banquet meal on Sunday evening including homemade pies for dessert. Thank you to the 
faithful members of Temple Chapter who kindly cared for and served all of the School 
participants and attenders.  Those who work hard should also play hard. Thank you for 
making that our reality. Thank you for your flexibility as the winter weather provided its 
delays and challenges. 
 
Saturday evening featured a Pizza Party Dinner funded by our Board of Grand Trustees. 
Thank you for you support and participation. The Piezanos’ meal was enjoyed and greatly 
appreciated. 
 
The Graduate Hotel at 9th and O streets in downtown Lincoln was the designated hotel for 
attenders.  The Graduate, formerly the Holiday Inn, was for many years the anchor hotel for 
the sessions of Grand Chapter hosted in Lincoln. It is newly renovated into a vintage theme 
of college memorabilia from the 1950’s-1960’s. This facility and its atmosphere served to 
remind us that things can change while embracing joy and reverence for our traditions and 
the past. 
 
The Saturday afternoon session began with Grand Officers entering and the Worthy Grand 
Matron presiding to open the Special Meeting of the Grand Chapter. Candy Martin, PGM 
led the attenders in our devotional time. Worthy Grand Patron Bruce A. Baker then 
presided and narrated a special presentation of the Labyrinth Talk, floor work exemplified 
by Grand Conductress Laurie Sieg and Associate Grand Conductress Linda Dubry. 
Greetings and remarks were shared by the chairmen of the Jurisprudence Committee and 
the Board of Grand Trustees. Introductions of our dignitaries preceded the exemplification 
of our Ritual Ceremonies performed by the Grand Officers. During the exemplification of 
our ceremonies, “Moments of Instruction” were inserted to affirm continuity and uniformity 
of our work. 
 
Following the Pizza Party, the evening included one-on-one instruction and hands on 
participation for the Grand Officers and District Grand Supervisors through a series of ten 
stations with individual topics. The final station was a “Jeopardy Game Show”. In the style 
of answers to the “Top Ten of Our Law” questions, each participant provided the correct 
question to the answer.  
It was amazing to see so many 100% scores. Well done Supervisors, Past Grands, and 
Grand Officers. Returning to the Graduate Hotel, Supervisors gathered for informal sharing, 
communications, and preparing for their individual presentations. 
 
Betty Kirby, PGM opened the Sunday morning session with devotion and prayer. Questions 
regarding the exemplifications were then presented and answered.  The Board then 
demonstrated and instructed specific topics for clarification and affirming continuity and 
uniformity. The afternoon session included a detailed workshop of the procedures of our 
Secretaries, Treasurers and Audit Committees followed by the topics of: 1) How to develop, 
design and conduct a School of Instruction; 2) Duties, responsibilities, and helpful hints of a 
Supervisor. “Talk Through” presentations led by the Supervisors began in the Sunday 
evening session and were completed in the Monday morning session.  
 
Divided into four teams and engaged throughout the three day school, participants 
competed in the “Eastern Star Supervisors’ Bowl Game”.  Each team received questions 
and together the team would select and present their answer. Competition can be exciting. 
While brushing up on our knowledge and proficiency champions were named and trophies 
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awarded. Teamwork and fellowship were enjoyed. The Monday afternoon session was 
completed with the closing of the special meeting of Grand Chapter and the retiring of he 
Grand Officers. 
 
Thank you to all who prepared and facilitated the School including our Grand Officers, 
Board, Advisory Committee and District Grand Supervisors. Your participation was 
appreciated. 
 
To the twenty-seven Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons who attended, 
participated, and assisted: I offer a special thank you for your ongoing dedication, support 
and encouragement. Winter weather and distances can make this gathering challenging. 
Thank you for your tenacity and dependability. 
 
To the “angels among us”, “super powered Super Heroes” and “five golden stars”: Thank 
you for your creative spirits, energy for joy, and willingness to inspire our School’s 
participants. You were key ingredients in the atmosphere that produced a successful 
Supervisors’ School. Thank you one and all! 
 
District Grand Supervisors departed from the Supervisors’ School of Instructions with a 
warm hand-crafted winter neck scarf and prepared to instruct in each of our subordinate 
chapters. However, the dangerous winter weather pattern continued into February, followed 
by unprecedented flooding, and then the arrival of the national emergency declaration 
connected to the onset of Covid-19 and the resulting global pandemic. Supervisors were 
therefore unable to conduct Schools of Instruction in all of our Nebraska subordinate 
chapters prior to May 2020. Serving as the supervisor to each of their chapters, our 
Supervisors maintained communications, connections, support and encouragement for 
their assigned chapters throughout the 2020 calendar year. In these challenging times their 
ability to nurture and stay in contact with their chapters proved to be a blessing. The 
support and encouragement our Supervisors received from their relationships with their 
Mentors also served to be a blessing. As different as the world became, our relationships 
kept us engaged in the bonds and purposes of our Order. Thank you to each Supervisors 
and Mentor for the relationships you have made and nurtured. Kindness matters and you 
are important links in our chain of loving kindness. 
 
 

Supervision 2021 
In early April of 2020, It became apparent that the impacts of the public health crisis 
triggered by the presence of COVID-19 would not quickly pass from us. We realized we 
would not be returning to our normal ways of living and relating to each other in the near 
future.  While Grand Chapter had been cancelled and Grand Officers and Grand Chapter 
standing, special, session and other committees were asked to hold over and serve until 
May of 2021, we needed to address the fact that our subordinate chapters might not be 
able to receive any in person instruction from their 2020 Supervisors.   
 
District Grand Supervisors remained in relationship with their chapters throughout the year 
and were asked if they were also willing to serve the same chapters for the 2021 calendar 
year. Each Supervisor accepted a 2021 appointment. Knowing that our chapters who were 
thrust into such challenges and changes could maintain and be supported by their 
Supervisor through 2021 was a gift of continuity and relational affirmation. Thank you to 
each Supervisor for your selfless motivations and ongoing dedication to our jurisdiction. 
Each Mentor also agreed to continue to support and encourage their assigned Supervisor. 
The comfort and assurance that we all received proved more and more valuable with each 
passing month. As apparent as were the challenging times, our relationships blessed us 
more dramatically..  
 

 
2021 District Grand Supervisors 
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Supervisors and chapter appointments carried over 
 from those named for 2020 

 

Mentors to our 2021 District Grand Supervisors 
Mentors and designated Supervisor appointments carried over 

 from those named for 2020 
 
 

The impacts of our public health crisis continued throughout the 2020 calendar year, 
Supervisors were not able to visit each chapter. Red Book updates, information, and 
communications were shared via USPS mail.  Communications continued through our use 
of technology and social media.  Throughout the 2020 calendar year, the Board of Grand 
Supervisors shared electronically, by phone and by email updates to, reviews of, and new 
materials to be a part of our 2021 Supervisors School and the supervisions for our chapters 
during 2021. By November it became apparent that the first quarter of 2021 would likely not 
show significant improvements for the public health crisis. Infections, hospitalizations, and 
deaths were dramatically increasing as we moved into the colder months and holiday 
season; therefore, the decision was made to restructure the Supervisors’ School of 
Instruction scheduled for mid January and our Supervisors’ in person instructing of each 
subordinate chapter during the months of February and March.  
 
Adhering to our law, I made the decision to schedule the Supervisors School and chapters’ 
Schools of Instruction in an altered format. This plan included expanding our processes for 
preparation and for our Schools of Instruction. Supervisors would receive materials, 
updates, and instructional communications via USPS, email, phone calls and through Zoom 
conferences. Their instructions and preparations would include with Zoom conferences and 
then an additional Zoom virtual rehearsal of their presentations as they mastered how to 
instruct and teach via a Zoom conference School. The Supervisors’ School was scheduled 
via Zoom for Saturday, February 20, 2021 at 2pm. This School was designed as a live cast 
emanating from the conference room of the Grand Lodge Office building in Lincoln. This 
live event would not only mark the completion of our Supervisors’ School but would serve 
as the kickoff to our Schools of Instruction by our District Grand Supervisors in each 
subordinate chapter. Each Grand Officer was to attend, bringing their proficiency and 
instruction up to current. Each of our subordinate chapters was directed to register, receive 
the Zoom access codes, and assure that at least one member would attend and represent 
their chapter. The representative would then share with their chapter the information and 
instructions. The following Saturday, February 27, 2021 at 2pm we would host another 
ingredient of their instructions by facilitating a workshop format live Zoom event focused 
upon the procedures and instructions for secretaries, treasurers, and audit committees. 
This workshop would be presented by the Grand Secretary Jan Thoman, PGM and 
assisted by the Board of Grand Supervisors and Worthy Grand Patron. Each chapter 
secretary was to respond to the Grand Secretary, registering the participation of their 
chapter and receiving the Zoom access codes. Each District Grand Supervisor also to 
attend and complete their updating of instructions and information for sharing with their 
chapters.   
 
Prior to these live events, a notebook was to be prepared and distributed to each 
Supervisor , Board of Grand Supervisors, Grand Secretary, chairman of the Grand 
Trustees, and  chairman of the standing committee on Jurisprudence. The notebook would 
serve as a permanent source for information, instructions, updates to law and Ritual for the 
chapters’ ingoing instructions throughout the 2021 year. A gift from the Grand Chapter and 
remaining property of the Grand Chapter should it become an ongoing tool, the notebook 
was to also be made available for reading and use by every chapter member. In addition, 
the contents of the notebook would be uploaded to our Grand Chapter website, password 
protected, available to all members for reading, printing and digitally sharing. The notebook 
was to contain all current updates to law, ritual, and instruction. It would further include all 
instructions that would normally be shared in a complete in person School of Instruction 
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and a special section on our projects, primary philanthropy , and links to our Masonic 
Family. 
 
Ninety-six notebooks were completed and distributed early in February. Prior to the 
Supervisors School and School of Instruction of February 20th, the notebook was uploaded 
to our Grand Chapter website. Both the School of Instruction of the 20th and the live 
workshop of the 27th were recorded and able to be shared via an electronic platform so that 
they can continue to be used by our chapters for their ongoing instruction and individually 
available for any member. Participation was widespread across our jurisdiction. Positive 
reviews have followed. More than 300 members participated in the live broadcast on 
February 20th. Each District Grand Supervisor presented instruction and information. Also 
the Board of Grand Supervisors, Grand Secretary, and Worthy Grand Patron took part in 
the communications, information and instructions of this School.  Thank you especially to 
Sister Kerri Straub (269) for her technical expertise and ongoing dedicated involvement. 
Thank you to the Grand Lodge for use of their conference facility. Thank you to each 
individual who proofread, punched, sorted and stuffed, and assisted in delivering the 
notebooks. A daunting and vast communication project was developed and became a 
reality in less than ninety days. You each are vital links in our chain of accomplishment. 
The pandemic has dealt us challenges through which you have facilitated opportunities. I 
hope and pray that the process we completed serves as a launching pad for greater 
benefits in our tools of instruction and communication. What began as a reaction may well 
lead to significant pro-action. Thank you all for your wisdom and courage. 
 
Moving forward in the coming months of 2021,  chapters will continue to receive instruction 
for continuity, uniformity and addressing their individual questions, needs and concerns. 
Supervisors will visit chapters as they open to regular meetings, events, exemplifications, 
fund raisers, and fellowship. We know we don’t control the timeline for low risk in person 
events, but we are will prepared as the doors begin to open and we are prepared to “hit the 
ground running”. Our members deserve every opportunity to love and serve through our 
Order. 
 
      

Irregularities 
1. Opening in long from less than eight times. 
2. Not enough members present to constitute a quorum 
3. Not all Red Books at School of Instruction 
4. Lack of quorum at most stated meetings 
5. Lost Secret Work 
6. Work not memorized even by members who have been in the  
              same office for several years 
7. No audit done on books  
8. Audit Committee did not sign the Secretary and Treasurer Cash  
             Books 
9. No Audit report listed in front of Minute Book 
 
10. Proper Books ( Membership, Ledger, Minute, Cash ) not at School of Instruction 
11. Lost Membership Book 
12. Ledger Book not properly filled out or updated 
13. No Imhoff Award Recipient 
14. No Imhoff information displayed 
15. No minutes recorded for last few meetings 
16. Minutes pasted in bound Minute Book 
17. Officers not following Star law 
 

 

Certificates of Service 
Katherine Meink (159) 
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Cindy Pederson (301) 
Bev Pickering (269) 
Laurie Sieg (271) 

     

Calendar of In-person Appearances  
by the Worthy Grand Matron 

2019-2021 
 
2019 

March 23 Line Officers Get Together 
  Weeping Water 
March 23 Enduring Hope Grand Family Get Together 
  Tribal Kitchen, Weeping Water 
March 23 Grand Family Informational Sharing 
  Masonic Lodge, Weeping Water 
March 24 Grand Family Coffee, Conversation and attend Worship 
  Faith Missionary Church, Weeping Water 
March 24  Sunday Dinner and Preparation for Grand Chapter           
                         Installation 
  Masonic Lodge, Weeping Water 
May 16  Enduring Hope Grand Officers’ Installation 
  Younes Conference Center,  Kearney   
May 17  Breakfast with our Nebraska Members  
  Informational sharing and PAWS UP Kickoff 
  Fairfield Hotel, Kearney 
May 17  Grand Officers and Grand Companions Luncheon 
  Younes Conference Center, Kearney     
May 19  Temple Chapter 101st Charter Day  
  Scottish RIte Center, Lincoln 
May 31  Masonic All Star Marching Band Concert 
  Kearney 
June 1  Shrine Bowl Parade, Lunch and Game 

  Kearney 
June 2  Luncheon for Grand Officers 
  Scottish Rite Center, Lincoln 
June 2  Reception for the Enduring Hope Grand Officers 
  Scottish Rite Center, Lincoln 
June 3  Stated Meeting Temple Chapter #271 
  Scottish Rite Center, Lincoln  
June 5  Rainbow Grand Assembly 
  Doane College 
June 6     Stated Meeting of Herman Chapter #216 
  Blair Masonic Center  
June 7 - 9 Rainbow Grand Assembly 
  Doane College 
  Installation of Grand Assembly Officers 



141 

June 12 MESHC Board Meeting and Luncheon 
  Fremont  
June 14       Funeral for Charles “Ched “House, PGP  
  Arlington 
June 14 Dogs for a Cause 
  Crete Chapter #104, Crete 
June 15 Capitol Chapter #320 Taco Feed Fundraiser 
  College View Masonic Center, Lincoln 
June 16     Weeping Water Assembly #5 IORG  
  Grand Officers’ Visitation  
  Weeping Water Masonic Lodge 
June 16  Grand Officer Reception  
  Honoring Tina Mogensen, Grand Electa 
  Weeping Water Masonic Lodge 
June 17      Scholarship Dinner and 60 Year Pin Presentations 
  Phillips Chapter #204, Phillips Masonic Lodge 
 
June 21 Constellation #1 in Valentine 
  Thedford (261), Ainsworth (113) and Valentine (246) 
June 22       “Paws Up” at Cherry Hill Retirement Center 
  Valentine 
June 24 Domestipups Service Dog Graduation  
  Nebraska State Penitentiary, Lincoln 
June 25       Funeral services for Leslie “Les” Smith PGP 

 Karla Lawler, Grand Treasurer represented our Grand  
 Family. She sang for the service. -- Imperial  

June 27 Grand Bethel Session of Nebraska Job’s Daughters 
  Opening Ceremonies and Presentations 
  Kearney 
July 6  Grand Officer Reception  
  Honoring Carrie Knapp, Grand Esther 
  Honoring Shannon Roberts, Grand Adah 
  Ogallala 
July 6  Constellation #2 
  Petrified Wood Gallery, Ogallala 
  Line Officers’ Meeting 
July 6  Car Derby Fundraiser for Ogallala #142 
  Community Outreach with Star Dogs House 
  Keith County Fairgrounds, Ogallala   
July 9   Meeting of the Service and Therapy Dog Standing     
                        Committee -- Lincoln 
July 10  Annual Meeting of MESHC Board and Picnic 

  Fremont 
July 10  Special Meeting of Arbor Vitae #92 



142 

  Fremont 
July 11   Stated Meeting of Alpha Chapter #325 
  Bellevue  
July 12  Stated Meeting of Adah Chapter #52 
  Recognition of 50 Year Members 
  Fellowship provided by Grand Family 
  Papillion Masonic Center 
July 13   Constellation #3 “Christmas in July”  
  Omaha Area Chapters - Vendor Fair 
  Papillion Masonic Center 
July 13  Nebraska DeMolay Conclave Banquet 
  Hastings Masonic Center 
July 14   Home Chapter Picnic  
  The Nebraska Masonic Home, Plattsmouth  
July 14  Grand Officer Reception 
  Honoring Cecil Smith, Grand Sentinel 
  The Nebraska Masonic Home, Plattsmouth  
July 17   Dairy Queen Fundraiser 
  Crete Chapter #104, Crete 

July 17  Lincoln Area Worthy Matrons Meeting 
  Lincoln 
July 18-19   Stated Meeting of Holly Chapter #233 
  Benkleman 
July 20  Capitol Chapter #320 Taco Feed Fundraiser 
  College View Masonic Center, Lincoln 
July 24  Consolidation Meeting  
  Stanton  
July 27  Constellation #4 
  Otoe County Fair CHIP Event 
  Star Dogs Promotion 
July 27  Grand Officer Exemplification Practice 
  Lincoln 
July 27  Dinner Out at Misty’s Grand Officers 
  Lincoln 
July 28  Constellation #5    
  Milford (132), Utica (199), Beatrice (9) 
  Milford Days Fair with Booth 
  Parade with Star Dogs Float 
  Milford 
July 28   Corn Feed at Trinity #299 
  West Omaha Masonic Center 
July 26-28  5 State Exchange 
  Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
July 29  Fallbrook Dairy Queen Fundraiser 
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  Myrtle Chapter #94, Lincoln 
August 2    Constellation #6 
  Herman Chapter #216, Luna #169  
  Crowell Home recognition of 50 Year Members and Imhoff 
  Ice Cream Social, Star Dogs and Sing-a-Long 
August 2 Area Meeting and Dinner 
  Blair Masonic Center 
August 3   Constellation #7 
  Lincoln Area Chapters 
  Tailgate Luncheon 
   Presentation of Scholarship Presentation 
August 2    Constellation #6 
  Herman Chapter #214, Luna #169,  
  Crowell Home recognition of 50 Year Members and Imhoff 
  Ice Cream Social, Star Dogs and Sing-a-Long 
  Star Dogs at the Salt Dogs 
August 8-9 Wyoming Grand Chapter 
  Cheyenne 
August 10 Constellation #9  
  Acacia (39), Franklin (213), Davenport (268),  
                         Hebron (31), Guide Rock (207) 
  Kool Aid Days 
August 10 Grand Officer Reception 
  Honoring Bruce Baker, Worthy Grand Patron 
August 10    4-H Achievement Day  
  MESHC, Fremont 
  Represented by Candy Martin, PGM  
August 14  Special Meeting Symphony Chapter (300) 
  O’Neill 
August 15   Meeting with Grand Master 
  Lincoln 
August 19 Friendship Night Wayne Chapter (194) 

 Laura Chapter #301 Mount Vernon Chapter #84,  
 Beulah Chapter #40  

Aug 23-24   Kansas/Nebraska Exchange  
  Hastings, Nebraska  and Clay Center, Kansas 
August 26   Culver’s Dine Out for Myrtle Chapter #94 
  Lincoln 
August 29   Panera Dine Out Fundraiser Papillion Chapter #114  
  Papillion 
August 29 Enchilada Dining Event Bellevue Lodge #325 
  Bellevue   
August 30  Constellation #10 
  McCook (86), Benkleman (233), Imperial (279), 
   Bartley (144) 
  Area Meeting and Food Bank Benefit 
August 30  Pajama Breakfast, Historic Walking Tour 
  McCook 
August 30 Constellation #11 
  Cody Park, North Platte 
  First Responders Recognition and Ice Cream Social 
Sept 3  Service and Therapy Dog Committee Meeting   
  Lincoln 
Sept 5  Stated Meeting Humboldt #234 
  Humboldt 
Sept 6    The Nebraska Masonic Home 
  Plattsmouth 
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  Birthday Observance 
Sept 6  Iowa/Nebraska Exchange  
  Council Bluffs 
  Fun Night with their Job’s Daughters 
Sept 7  Iowa/Nebraska Exchange 
  Exemplifications and Banquet 
  Pizza Party and Game Night 
  Council Bluffs 
Sept 8  Iowa/Nebraska Exchange 
  Worship Service 
  Council Bluffs  
Sept 9  Stated Meeting Utica #199 
  Grand Representative Presentation 
Sept 11  MESHC Board Meeting and Luncheon 
  Fremont  
Sept 13  Deliver Magic Totes and Gifts 
  MESHC, Fremont 
Sept 13  The Masonic Home Plattsmouth  
  Grand Family Reunion - God Bless the USA 
Sept 14  Grand Representatives Ass’n Fall Meeting 
  Kearney 
Sept 15  Caring Club of the Nebraska Masonic Home 
  Plattsmouth 
Sept 15  Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser for Tangier Shrine 
  Omaha 
Sept 17  Laura #301 Friendship Night 
  Dinner and Dog Presentation 
  South Sioux City 
Sept 18  Preparations for Apple Jack Festival 
  Nebraska City 
Sept 19-21 Colorado Grand Chapter 
  Nebraska Delegation largest in attendance 
Sept 20  Constellation #12 
  Area Meeting Plainview 
  Plainview (84), Wausa (159), Miriam (175) 
Sept 21  Food Bank Event 
  Plainview 
Sept 21  Constellation #13 
  Pancake Feed and Parade 
  Norfolk  
Sept 26  Omaha Area Visitation hosted at Trinity (299) 
  Rob Morris Jewel Presentation 
  Grand Representative Presentation 
  Omaha 
Sept 27  Funeral Service William Parrish PGP 
  Grand Island 
Sept 27  MYLC Committee Meeting 
  Lincoln 
Sept 29  125th Anniversary Celebration Arbor Vitae (92) 
  MESHC Fremont 
October 6 Trinity Chapter Steak Fry Fundraiser 
  Omaha 
October 7 Temple Chapter Stated Meeting 
  Grand Representative Presentation 
October 9 MESHC Board Meeting 
  Fremont 
October 11 Grand Officers’ Reception 
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  Honoring William Raymond, Grand Chaplain 
  Honoring Sheli Rice, Grand Warder 
  The Nebraska Masonic Home, hosted by Alpha #325 
  Plattsmouth 
October 11 Constellation #14 
  Alpha (325), Papillion (114), Home (189) 
  Bottle Auction Fundraiser for MESHC 
  Plattsmouth 
October 12 Constellation #15 
  Brownville (263), Humboldt (234), Pawnee City (16) 
  Brownville Fall Festival 
  Brownville 
October 14 Stated Meeting Irene Chapter #207 
  Guide Rock 
October 18 Grand Family Fun Together and Work Party 
  Scottsbluff 
October 19 Grand Officer Reception 
  Honoring Lori Nerud, Grand Ruth 
  Scottsbluff 
 
October 19  Constellation #16 
  Dome Rock (215), Mitchell (214), Kimball (262),  
  Gordon (184), Hyannis (134), Oshkosh (264) 
  Zoo Halloween Festival Carving 
  White Elephant Auction and Angel Raffle 
  Scottsbluff 
October 20 Phillips #204 Turkey Dinner Scholarship Fundraiser 
  Phillips 
October 26 Palmyra Trunk or Treat 
  Palmyra (257), Weeping Water (250) 
  Palmyra 
October 27 Constellation #8 
  “Dogs Festival” with Furever Home, Inc 
  North Bend (119), Arbor Vitae (92), Friendship(122),  
  Ceresco (198) 
  MESHC gymnasium, Fremont 
October 27 Grand Representative Presentation 
  Fremont 
October 28 Initiation Eureka #86 
  McCook 
  50 Year Pin Presentation 
Nov 2   IORG Mini Grand 
  Norfolk 
Nov 4  Stated Meeting Temple Chapter #271 
  Lincoln 
Nov 5  Visit Alternative Meeting Location 
  O’Neill 
Nov 5  Stated Meeting Home Chapter #189 
  Grand Representative Presentation 
  Plattsmouth 
Nov 7  CHIP Event  
  Ainsworth 
Nov 9  All Committee Meeting 
  Worthy Matron and Worthy Patron Workshop 
  Secretary Workshop 
  Hastings 
Nov13  MESHC Board Meeting 
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  Fremont 
  Representatives: Betty Garwood PGM 
  Sue Andreasen, PGM 
Nov 13  Stated Meeting Golden Rule #134 
  Hyannis 
Nov 14  Stated Meeting Alpha Chapter #325 
  Grand Representative Presentation 
Nov 17  Grand Cross of Color Ceremony 
  Mystic Banquet 
  Weeping Water 
Nov 19  Funeral Service of Mary Ann Watchorn PGM 
  Hooper 
Nov 21  Presentation to Star Dog Opal 
  The Nebraska Masonic Home, Plattsmouth 
Nov 23  Constellations #17,18 
  Kearney (35), Lexington (33), Central City (200),  
  Grand Island (41), Phillips (204), Aurora (93) 
  Columbus (13), David City (20), Stromsburg (192) 
  Luncheon Area Meeting 
  Exemplification of Initiation 
  Kearney 
Dec 2  Stated Meeting Temple Chapter #271 
  Lincoln 
Dec 3  Presentation of PGM Portrait to PGM Anita 
  UNMC, Bellevue 
Dec 6  CHIP Event 
  Thedford 
Dec 7-8  Wyoming, Colorado, Nebraska Exchange 
  Torrington, Wyoming 
Dec 11  MESHC Board Meeting and Luncheon 
  Fremont 
Dec 14  Bethel #5 Breakfast with Santa 
  Star Dogs assist Santa with Photos 
  Lincoln 
Dec 15  Initiation Bethel #15 
  Fremont 
Dec 15  Grand Family Christmas Party 
  Sharing the holiday with the Children’s Home 
  Fremont 
Dec 16  Final Consolidation Meeting 
  Christmas Dinner 
  Wayne (194) 
Dec 20  Initiation Trinity Chapter #299 
  Omaha 
 
2020 
 
Jan 4  Installation of Terre and Steve Cowan 
  Blue River #132 (Installing Organist) 
  Milford 
Jan 5   Installation of Sue Hedges and Andy Martin 
  Martha Washington #153  
  Lincoln 
Jan 5  Installation of Roger Warnke, WM 
  George Washington Lodge 
  Lincoln 
Jan 7  Installation of Peggy Hitchcock and Mike Hitchcock 
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  Bethany #133 
  Ainsworth 
Jan 8  MESHC Board Meeting and Luncheon 
  Fremont 
Jan 8  Installation of Kelsey Larsen and Jerry Bespalec 
  Crete #104 (Installing Organist) 
      Crete 
Jan 12  Installation of Cindy Kehling and Andy Seachord 
  Temple Chapter #271 (Installing Officer) 
  Lincoln 
Jan 15-17 Board of Grand Supervisors Meeting 
  Lincoln 
Jan 16-17   Preparation for Supervisors School 
  Lincoln 
Jan 18-20   Supervisors School of Instruction 
  Scottish Rite Center, Lincoln 
Jan 25  Installation of Deb McMullin and Fritz McMullin 
  Alpha Chapter #325 
  Bellevue 
Jan 25  Installation of Maril Hauber and Ranillo Perez 
  Trinity Chapter #299 
  Omaha 
Jan 26  Installation of Susan Corbin and Jim Gansemer 
  Home Chapter #189 
  Plattsmouth 
Feb 6-8  Annual Communication of Grand Lodge of Nebraska 
  Younes Conference Center, Kearney 
Feb 7  “Star Dogs” Presentation to Ladies Luncheon 
  Grand Lodge Annual Communication 
Feb 7  Break Out Session for Grand Lodge  
  “How we serve through the Star Dogs” 
  Grand Representative Presentation 
Feb 8  Installation of and Reception for Grand Master Ron Stites 
  Younes Conference Center, Kearney 
Feb 9  Visiting with the Residents 
  The Nebraska Masonic Home, Plattsmouth 
Feb 10  Installation of Charleen Gausman and Kenneth Gale 
  Utica #199 (Installing Organist) 
  Utica 
Feb 12  Visit with Staff and Special Delivery of Cookies 
  MESHC, Fremont 
Feb 17  Grand Representative Presentation 
  Grand Chapter Office, Lincoln 
Feb 22-23  Constellation #19 
  “I Love My Dog Expo” 
  Lancaster Event Center, Lincoln 
Feb 23  “Celebrating our Outreach” Dinner 
  Expo Volunteers 
  Lincoln 
Feb 27  Meeting with Domesti-pups Leadership 
  Lincoln 
March 1 Athena Assembly #24, IORG 
  Installation 
  Received Disaster Relief Donation 
  Bellevue 
March 3 Stated Meeting Columbia Chapter #275 
  Grand Representative Presentation 
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  Lincoln 
March 5 Initiation Herman Chapter #216 
  Served as Chaplain 
  Blair 
March 7 School of Instruction 
  Combined School for Harmony #13 and Alma #20 
  Columbus 
March 8 Meeting with Jurisprudence Committee 
  Grand Lodge Conference Room, Lincoln 
March 11 MESHC Board Meeting 
  Fremont 
March 12 Meeting of the Therapy and Service Dog Committee 
  Lincoln 
March 18 Meeting of the “Group of 17” 
  Lincoln 
March 20 MYLC Committee 
  Lincoln 
April 8  MESHC Board Meeting 
  Teleconference  
April 22  Delivery Circuit of Greeting Cards to Chapters 
  Omaha Area 
May 6  Delivery Circuit of Greeting Cards to Chapters 
  Lincoln Area   
May  9  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
May 13  MESHC Board Meeting 
  Teleconference 
May 15  Delivery Circuit of Greeting Cards to Chapters 
  South of Lincoln 
May 16  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
May 23  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
May 30  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
June 6  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
  Evening Zoom Social with Kansas Sisters and Brothers 
June 10 MESHC Board Meeting 
  Teleconference 
June 13 Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
June 17          Meeting of the Service and Therapy Dog Standing  
                         Committee -- Lincoln 
June 20       Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
June 25 MNJD Judging and Meeting 
  Zoom 
June 27 Grand Bethel Installation 
  Zoom 
July 2  Dilly Dally in Minden 
July 7  MYLC Committee 
  Teleconference 
July 8  MESHC Board Meeting 
  Teleconference 
July 9  Delivery Circuit for Hang on Bags 
  North of Lincoln 
July 11  DeMolay Conclave Installation 
  Scottish Rite Center Lincoln 
July 11  Evening Zoom Social with Kansas Sisters and Brothers 
July 15  Dilly Dally Omaha 
  Omaha 
July 17  Delivery Circuit for Hang on Bags 
  Omaha 
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July 18  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
July 20  Dilly Dally Temple Chapter 
  Lincoln 
July 22  Dilly Dally Omaha 
  Omaha 
July 25  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
July 26  Delivery Circuit for Hang on Bags 
  South of Lincoln 
July 27  “HANG ON” in Lincoln 
Aug 1  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
Aug 3  “HANG ON” in Belleuve 
Aug 5  Dilly Dally Omaha 
Aug 8  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
Aug 9  One Day Grand Assembly IORG 
  Scottish Rite Center Lincoln 
Aug 12  “HANG ON” in Omaha 
Aug 14  Delivery Circuit for Hang on Bags 
  Fremont Area 
Aug 15  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
Aug 17  Dilly Dally Lincoln 
Aug 20 “ HANG ON” in Lincoln 
Aug 22  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
Aug 29  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
Aug 30  Organizational Meeting of OES Star Dogs of Nebraska, Inc. 
Sept 9  MESHC Board Meeting 
  Teleconference 
Sept 13  Celebrating our Babies 
  Surprise deliveries and Zoom Baby Shower 
  Enduring Hope Grand Family 
Sept 19  Meeting of the Service and Therapy Dog Standing Committee 
  Lincoln 
Sept 26  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
Oct 11  Installations of IORG Grand Officers 
  Scottish Rite Center Sioux City 
Oct 14  MESHC Board Meeting 
  Teleconference 
Oct 24  OES Star Dogs of Nebraska, Inc. 
  Zoom 
Nov 7  Meeting of the Service and Therapy Dog Committee 
  Lincoln 
Nov 8  Drive Thru Dinner at Martha Washington 
  Lincoln 
Nov 11  MESHC Board Meeting 
  Teleconference 
Dec 9  MESHC Board Meeting 
  Teleconference 
Dec 13  Grand Representative Presentation 
  Lincoln 
2021 
 
Jan 1  Reveal of OES Star Dogs of Nebraska, Inc. 
Jan 6  1/1/21 Auction Item deliveries 
  Omaha Area 
Jan 9  OES Star Dogs of Nebraska, Inc 
  Zoom 
Jan 13  MESHC Board Meeting 
  Teleconference 
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Jan 13  2021 Grand Chapter Session Planning Meeting 
  Zoom 
Jan 13  1/1/21 Auction Item deliveries 
  Omaha Area 
Jan 14  2021 Grand Chapter Session Planning Meeting 
  Zoom 
Jan 16  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
Jan 17  Grand Representative Presentation 
  Lincoln 
Jan 23  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
Jan 25  Meeting of the Service and Therapy Dog 
             Standing Committee --  Lincoln 
Jan 30  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
Feb  6  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
Feb 7  DGS School Preparation 
  Zoom 
Feb 12  Notebook Deliveries 
  Omaha Area 
Feb 13  Saturday Morning Zoom Social 
Feb 13  Drive Thru Dinner Martha Washington 
  Lincoln 
Feb 14  DGS School Preparation 
  Zoom 
Feb 20  School of Instruction 
  Zoom 
Feb 24  DGS Follow Up Zoom 
Feb 27  Secretary/Treasurer Workshop 
  Zoom 
Mar 1  DGS Follow Up Zoom 
Mar 3  DGS Follow Up Zoom 
Mar 4  Stated Meeting Martha Washington 
  Grand Representative presentation 
  Lincoln 
Mar 6  DGS Follow Up Zoom 
Mar  7  OES Star Dogs of Nebraska, Inc. 
  Zoom 
Mar 10  MESHC Board Meeting 
  Teleconference 
Mar 11  Stated meeting Alpha Chapter #325 
  Grand Representative Presentation 
  Bellevue 
Mar 13  Drive Thru Dinner Martha Washington 
  Lincoln 
Mar 26  MYLC Committee Meeting 
  Zoom 
Mar 27  Meeting of the Service and Therapy Dog Committee 
  Lincoln 
April 1  Stated Meeting Franklin Chapter #213 
  Franklin 
April 6  Stated Meeting Home Chapter #189 
  Initiation 
  Plattsmouth 
April 10  Trustees Meeting 
April 16  Grand Session York Rite 
  Kearney 
 
April 17  Spring Get Together IORG 
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  Norfolk 
April 25  OES Star Dogs of Nebraska, Inc. 
  Zoom  
 
Each invitation to gather with our chapters, members, and Masonic Family is an honor and 
privilege. We have appreciated your sharing your calendars with us. We have enjoyed 
every opportunity we were able to attend. Our calendars are very busy and where 
scheduling conflicts prevented my attendance and participation, I appreciate those who 
attended on behalf of Grand Chapter, especially where greetings and participation were 
shared. Thank you for encouraging our ties that bind. 
 
When the presence of COVID-19 brought a shut down and dramatic changes to how we 
gather and interact, we immediately knew in a deeper and more meaningful way how 
blessed we are to meet, share events, raise funds, reach out in service, and enjoy social 
engagements.  From the third week of March 2020 our opportunities changed significantly. 
Included in this calendar of appearances for the 2019-2020 term are the “new” forms of 
gathering that we have accepted and grown to appreciate. 
 
During the period beginning March 23, 2020 while chapters were not able to meet, the 
business transactions of our chapters and ritual work have not been allowed or shared via 
Zoom or any other electronic medium. During the period that our chapters have been 
meeting in Phase 1 visiting chapters has been discouraged due to the risk of spreading the 
virus from one community to another. Social events, public events, and gatherings have all 
been discouraged. Our traditional forms of gathering have not been possible.  
 
I have maintained a very small bubble of exposure for myself as I believe I needed to 
protect myself most carefully to reduce my risks and protect my ability to continue to serve 
our Grand Chapter throughout my extended term. Also, living in Lincoln where our infection 
rates have been higher than most areas of Nebraska I have not been comfortable travelling 
into other communities. Even though I have not had symptoms, the risk of spreading the 
infection before you know you are ill is significant enough that I did not want to risk other 
members. Therefore, during the months of Phase 1 meetings I have only visited one 
chapter meeting. During the summer when we experienced a brief window of lower 
exposure and infections rates, I attended one chapter meeting. During the summer, 
Masonic Youth events that were planned with extreme distancing, masking and great 
attention to sanitation, I did attend and represent Grand Chapter.  
 
The challenges of our public health have also been heavy on the plate of our Grand 
Chapter Office. Grand Secretary Jan Thoman PGM and Office Assistant Sue Hedges have 
hunkered down to maintain minimal outside of the office exposures to hopefully protect 
their ability to deliver the essential work of our Grand Chapter and serve our chapters and 
members electronically and via the USPS mail. Limiting volunteers to assist with mailings 
has added a burden to their workload. Limiting in office meetings has challenged their 
effectiveness and missing those relational in-person contacts. Their flexibility to stagger 
their work hours, work from home when necessary, and find a way to balance all the needs 
and responsibilities of the office have been impressive. The hours have been long. The 
days and weeks have been challenging. The months have come one after another 
demanding flexibility and creativity to accomplish your jobs. We are grateful. Jan and Sue: 
Thank you for your faithfulness and dedication which have served to bless us all. As we 
move forward toward a new normal, I pray your jobs will return to a more normal schedule 
and workload. 
 
It has saddened me to not be able to meet face to face with our members, but in hindsight I 
do believe it was a wise decision and one I am glad I have made.  I have avoided in person 
shopping for months at a time.  February 23, 2020 was the last time I was in a restaurant. 
Our church began meeting again in May 2020 and I attended for several weeks, however 
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the percentage of attenders social distancing and wearing masks was low. I have not 
returned and will not as long as I serve as Worthy Grand Matron.  
 
Issuing guidelines is a role I never imagined I would carry. Each letter and directions has 
come with a great measure of careful examination and processing. Your faithfulness to 
these guidelines has been greatly appreciated. None of us would choose to distance and 
withdraw as dramatically as we have unless we believed it made a difference for the health 
and wellness of those around us. Acting to safeguard our members has been my goal. 
Following my own guidelines has been my duty. Respecting each of you for your 
consideration, kindness and compassion for other has been my reflex.  Thank you all for 
your thoughtful and intentional devotion to each other. 
 

Receptions 
The Enduring Hope Grand Chapter term began with a reception at the Grand Chapter 
Session immediately following Installation on Thursday evening May 16, 2019 in the Crystal 
Ballroom of the Younes Conference Center in Kearney. This reception allowed for our 
members to congratulate Grand Officers immediately following their reveal and installation. 
It also provided for enjoyable fellowship for all attenders. We appreciate being able to add 
this social event to the Grand Chapter Session. Thank you to Temple Chapter #271 for 
decorating beautifully and for all of your hard work and support. Thank you to Acacia 
Chapter #39 Hastings and Worthy Matron Marcia Donely for the beautiful garden globe 
sculpture that was presented to each Brother Bruce and me. Thank you to my Grandest 
Companion Brother Tim for producing the video of photos that introduced the Enduring 
Hope Grand Family to all who attended. Thank you to our Sales Table Team for facilitating 
the set up and brisk sales. Thank you to our Star Dogs for sharing their presence and 
awareness during the reception. It was an honor and privilege to have the Domesti-pups 
leadership team and their dogs present to kick off awareness for our focus upon the dogs 
as our primary philanthropy. It was a very special honor to have Most Worthy Grand Matron 
Marianne Shenefelt present for the installation, reception and to bring greetings. Thank 
you. 
 
 On Sunday June 3, 2020 Temple Chapter #271 Lincoln hosted a joint reception for the 
Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, and all Enduring Hope Grand Officers and 
Grand Companions at the Scottish Rite Center in Lincoln.  The day began with lunch for the 
Grand Officers and their companions, followed by individual, couples, and group pictures 
being taken to use personally and for our Grand Chapter website.  Included in the set up for 
the reception was our sales table and information regarding our special project “Paws Up” 
and our dog committee. It has been a blessing to have the dedication and hard work of our 
Sales Table Team and the committee members of the Service and Therapy Dog Standing 
Committee. This event was another opportunity for fundraising and outreach. Thank you for 
your hard work and dedication. From 2:00pm – 4:00pm we received guests through our 
Receiving Line. Guests were treated to delicious refreshments as prepared and served by 
members of Temple Chapter. Thank you to the many hands who worked and served to 
make the event so enjoyable. Following greeting of guests, Temple Chapter Worthy Matron 
Tiffany Westerholt and  Worthy Patron Don Jelinek PGP, presented Brother Bruce and I 
with gifts. The engraved vintage jewelry box and Pandora bracelet given to me are beautiful 
and meaningful. I will treasure them always.  It is always a joy to share fellowship with our 
Sisters, Brothers, Masonic Family members, and friends. Thank you to each of you who 
travelled to congratulate our Grand Family and to be a part of the start of another Grand 
Chapter year. A special thank you to Star Dogs Charlie and Louie for sharing their 
unconditional love during our reception. A hug from a Star Dog makes every joyous 
gathering even better. 
 
In Hastings during our area meeting and Kool Aid Days Constellation #9 on August 10, 
2020, our Worthy Grand Patron was honored with a reception hosted by Acacia Chapter 
#39 Hastings. Thank you for your hard work, preparation, and many hands that provided us 
with the opportunity to celebrate and to congratulate Brother Bruce, Sister Susie, and Star 
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Dog Charlie. Charlie was as eager to have a cupcake as we were. On such a hot day, the 
cold beverages revived us!  Thank you to Acacia Worthy Matron Marcia Donley and the 
dedicated members who produced such a lovely event Thank you! 
 
Many of our Grand Officers were  honored by Receptions hosted by their various chapters 
during our travels as a Grand Family. Thank you for honoring the service of your Sisters 
and Brothers to our Grand Chapter by hosting a reception where many of their Sisters and 
Brothers can greet them and celebrate their appointment. It is especially thoughtful when 
our chapters schedule their reception as we travel. It allows us all to take advantage of 
being together and celebrating the joys of our Grand Family together. Our chapters were 
very creative with their planning and hosting. It was delightful to see how each used their 
gifts and talents to created thoughtful and unique receptions. Thank you all for hosting and 
attending. 
 
These receptions were: 
June 16  Grand Officer Reception in Weeping Water 
  Honoring Tina Mogensen, Grand Electa (250) 
  Weeping Water Masonic Lodge 
  Hosted by Elizabeth Chapter #250, Weeping Water 
 
July 6 Grand Officers’ Reception in Ogallala 
  Honoring Carrie Knapp, Grand Esther (142) 
  Honoring Shannon Roberts, Grand Adah (55) 

         Hosted by Ogallala #142, and Signet #55 North Platte 
 

 
July 14 Grand Officer Reception in Plattsmouth 
 Honoring Cecil Smith, Grand Sentinel (189) 
 The Nebraska Masonic Home, Plattsmouth  
 Hosted by Home Chapter #189 Plattsmouth 
 
Oct 11 Grand Officers’ Reception in Plattsmouth 
 Honoring William Raymond, Grand Chaplain (325) 
 Honoring Sheli Rice, Grand Warder (325) 
 The Nebraska Masonic Home, Plattsmouth  
 Hosted by Alpha #325 Bellevue 
 
Oct 19 Grand Officer Reception in Scottsbluff 
 Honoring Lori Nerud, Grand Ruth (214) 
 Hosted by Dome Rock Chapter #215 and  
      Sunflower Chapter #214 Mitchell 
 
 

Visitations – Constellations 
What is a Constellation? Defined by Webster: A constellation is an area on the 
celestial sphere in which a group of visible stars forms a perceived outline or 
pattern, a constellation is a group, a gathering of stars. Traditionally our chapters and 
members host area meetings and meals for the visitation of the Grand Family. For 2020, to 
increase awareness in our communities of our Order and our works, to allow our Grand 
Family to assist our chapters with a project or event, to gather with fewer expenses and 
less hands on hard work by our chapters we asked our chapters to structure our area 
visitation time with them as a “Constellation”. Another significant change in the format and 
scheduling of visitations was that we were looking to schedule  “Constellations” on a date 
that partnered with an event for your chapter or in your area.  Too often our area visitations 
have been scheduled in conflict with other events in our members’ communities and they 
would be unable to participate with the visitation. We hoped to partner with chapters to 
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facilitate and participate in events outside your chapter’s walls; we were looking for events 
where chapters are serving others, hosting a fundraiser, or participating in a community 
celebration or an event like a fair, car show, tractor pull, flea market, parade, rodeo, etc.  
There may be an event that a chapter has been doing on a regular or yearly basis and 
could benefit from some extra hands and energy to carry it out or this event might be 
something a chapter may have thought they could not do on their own but with extra hands 
and bodies it would become feasible. We asked our chapters to think and dream of an 
event where the hands and presence of our traveling Grand Family could assist, we also 
shared that the “Constellation” could still include (like an Area Visitation) a time for all of 
us to sit down together, share communications, share fellowship and maybe even break 
bread together.  We acknowledged that we understood the efforts and labors that go into 
hosting events and Area Visitations; we did not want to overwhelm a Chapter.  Our coming 
is to be a joy and a benefit; not a burden. Therefore, we reminded them that the Grand 
Family will be coming to partner with our chapters and members.  We wanted to assist, 
serve and that included any set up, clean up, and facilitating of our time together. 
 
A new concept, a change in tradition gives an opportunity to think outside the box and 
consider a from a different angle the path that is best for you chapter. Yet, a change can be 
hard to wrap your mind around or conceptualize. We were very impressed by the 
conversations that came from our request as our areas of chapters and members began to 
think how the Grand Family could serve with their chapter. We asked that chapters help us 
also have an opportunity to share communications, spend some fellowship time together 
(no meal required) and to help us have an opportunity to honor their 50 year members. 
 
Thank you to our chapters and members for their investment in thoughts and dreams. We 
were able to schedule nineteen “Constellations” across Nebraska. No two were alike. All 
provided opportunities for the chapters meet, greet and share with the Grand Family. Each 
event provided time for our sales table to be present for raising funds for our projects. We 
were given the opportunity to recognize and honor the 50 year members. Some 
Constellations” were combined with stated and special meetings. Some combined with 
Grand Officer Receptions. All gave us an opportunity to serve along side our members. 
 
The types of events that our areas prepared and facilitated included: 

1) Taking “Paws Up”, the awareness of our Star Dogs with doughnuts and a sing-a-
long to a retirement center. Benefitting their residents and staff the morning after 
an area meeting where sales table, meal and recognition of 50 year members 
was shared. 

2) Fundraising for their chapter via selling concessions at a demolition derby at the 
county fair grounds. Accompanied by our Star Dogs and visible awareness of our 
Order and our projects. This project was combined with an Grand Officer 
Receptions, area Meeting complete with sales table, meal and recognition of 50 
year members. 

3) “Christmas in July” vendors fair. Helping facilitate, serve food, create shoppers as 
well as bringing the visible awareness of our Order, Star Dogs and projects. 
Combined with attending chapter stated meeting and recognizing area 50 year 
members. 

4) Assisted with the Otoe County Fair CHIP event, visible presence of our Order, 
Star Dogs, and service and therapy dogs. Would return for additional events in 
the area. 

5) Milford Days booth and parade participation. Also assisted with booth at the 
Lodge. Hundreds of conversations and sharing of our Order and the awareness 
of our Star Dogs. Also attended other meetings of chapters in this area and 
another service event in Crete. 

6) Taking our Star Dogs, a sing-along and ice cream social to residence of a 
retirement living facility. Combined with area meeting, meal, sales table and 
recognizing our 50 year members. 
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7) “Star Dogs at the Salt Dogs” community event in Lincoln.  Visible awareness and 
participation by being featured at a Salt Dogs baseball game where the Lincoln 
baseball team hosted the Kansas City team. Kansa Grand Officers joined us. 
Physical displays and fundraising in the stadium. Partnered with attending a state 
meeting, area meeting and meal (indoor tailgate), scholarship presentation, sales 
table, and recognition of 50 year members. 

8) Hosted a public event welcoming and benefitting dogs as well as featuring 
Furever Friends, Inc. Included area meeting and refreshments, recognizing 50 
year members, sales table and the presentation of a Grand Representative. 

9) Kool-Aid Days public event in Hastings. Assisted local members in hosting the 
Kool-Aid tasting stand. Visible awareness and presence of the Star Dogs. 
Estimate more than 20,000 were greeted and exposed to our Star Dogs. 
Included an area meeting, meal, sales table, honoring of 50 year members and 
Grand Officer reception. 

10) Area meeting including our opportunity to partner with their benefits to the local 
food pantries. Included a meal, sales table, and honoring 50 year members. Out 
into the community in pajamas the next morning to tour historic churches in the 
area. 

11) Public event for recognition and expressing gratitude to first responders. Police 
sheriffs, fire fighters and state patrol were present and received gifts of 
recognition and gratitude. Community ice cream social, Star Dogs visible and 
awareness shared. 

12) Area meeting (evening), meal, sales table, and recognition of 50 year members. 
Returning the next morning to help with the labor of a mobile food pantry. 

13) Assisted with serving and facilitating a community based pancake feed in 
connections with parade and community celebration. Star Dogs present and 
visible. Participated in the parade. 

14) Area meeting, meal, sales table, recognition of 50 year members combined with 
a Grand Officer Reception. Star Dogs present and loving us all. Concluded 
evening with a Bottle Auction and raising more than $2700 for our Children’s 
Home and gifts to residents. 

15)  Assisted local members in serving a community meal as a fundraising event for 
their community building part of the Brownville Fall Festival. included with an 
area meeting, sales table, recognition of 50 year members. 

16) Supported Zoo Halloween Festival by carving pumpkins. Combined with area 
meeting, meals, live auction, raffle, presentation of funds raised in other chapters’ 
events, Grand Officer Reception. 

17)  Areas combined to host area meeting, sales table, honoring 50 year members 
and the exemplification of initiation by Grand Officers of two new members. 
Followed by an ice cream party. (Constellations 17 and 18) 

18) This Constellation brought the Grand Family back together to serve in assisting 
the facilitation  of “I LOVE MY DOG” Expo in Lincoln (the largest fundraising and 
awareness spreading event for Domesti-pups) by volunteering to assist with the 
event and also accept the role of a vendor by participating with a booth. I 
estimate than more than 5000 attenders were met with the awareness of our Star 
Dogs and our Order. 
 

Some of our areas hosted more than one event allowing more communities to be served 
and more chapters to be assisted. In addition, our Grand Family was able to “divide and 
conquer” and be present at more than one event at a time. The most dramatic example of 
this is the third weekend of September where most of the Grand Family participated in and 
assisted with the pancake feed and parade in Norfolk while some were in Plainview 
assisting with a mobile food pantry. On the same day hundreds of miles away in Nebraska 
City, other Grand Family members facilitated participation in the Apple Jack Festival 
parade, Nebraska’s largest parade by having our Star Dogs Dog House appear as a float in 
the parade, escorted by therapy dogs from Helping Hearts Inc. 
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Thank you to all of our chapters, their officers and members who welcomed this concept 
and opportunity to allow us our Grand Family to serve in your communities along side you. 
It was a powerful summer and fall to see more than 50,000 people be exposed to our Order 
and our heart for service through the dogs. Our presence and impact was amazing and you 
all facilitated this tremendous accumulation of service and outreach.  Thank you for your 
willingness to try something new. I hope you feel the blessings and after COVID-19’s 
challenges we can pick up where we left off by sharing our charity, truth and loving 
kindness in all of our communities. 
 

Exemplification of Degrees 
Selecting a team of officers takes on many dimensions as each Worthy Grand Matron and 
Worthy Grand Patron create what they believe will be the best corps of officers for our 
Grand Chapter. Proficiency, poise, dignity and the evidence of doing their work with great 
meaning and grace are traits possessed by each of the Enduring Hope Grand Officers. 
Together they create a significant and impressive team.  
 
It has been our distinct honor to exemplify the following Ceremonies of Initiation: 
Kansas/Nebraska Exchange 
Ceremony of Initiation exemplified in Clay Center, Kansas  
Saturday, August 24, 2019. Kansas members acted as candidates 
 
Iowa/Nebraska Exchange 
Ceremony of Initiation exemplified on Saturday, September 7, 2019  
In the Masonic Center of Council Bluffs, Iowa. 
We had the honor to initiation Aleatha Mohler Hardin who become a member of Alpha 
Chapter #325, Bellevue. 

 
Constellation hosted by Tuscan Chapter #35 Kearney 
Ceremony of Initiation exemplified  Saturday, November 23, 2019  
in the Masonic Center in  Kearney.  
We had the honor of initiating Brooke Beard (daughter of Dyana Burton, Grand Martha) 
who became a member of Columbia Chapter #275, Lincoln and Abby Dreibelbis who 
became a member of Temple Chapter #271, Lincoln.   

 
2021 Enduring Hope Grand Chapter Session 
As plans developed to allow our Grand Officers to perform the ceremony of initiation at this 
2021 Grand Chapter session and give once again the gift of membership we were thrilled.  
We anticipate a significant group of candidates and are eager to return to our beautiful work 
giving the gift of membership. Our Grand Officers have faithfully delivered beautiful ritual 
work throughout 2019-2021, assisting other chapters and within their own chapters. 
Coming together one last time as a Grand Family to initiate will be a joy and also marks our 
stepping forward into a new normal setting aside the challenges presented by the global 
pandemic. 
 
 

All Committee Meeting 
Saturday, November 9, 2019 Acacia Chapter #39 in Hastings hosted the All Committee 
Meeting. The day long workshop followed our traditional format for the Standing 
Committees of Grand Chapter to gather for a day of committees meeting individually and 
interacting together to share communications and visions. Our Fraternal Relations, Grand 
Chapter Events, Installation Ceremony Options, and C and C for our Chapters special 
committees were also included in those gathering for the meeting. Webmaster Kerri Straub 
(269) was on hand to assist all committees with their technology questions and needs 
increasing the use and content of our webpage. 
 
Our workshop day began with us gathered together as the large group sharing remarks, 
communications, the flag salute and prayer. Committees then divided into their small 



157 

groups and spent the morning working on their planning and projects. At 10:45 a.m. we 
gathered together to share ideas, plans, and goals. It is very productive to have all of our 
committees gathered together and working. Many ideas and plans partner among various 
committees and this time together allows for more effective progress. The participation of 
our Grand Officers as committee liaisons also enhances our effectiveness and team 
building. Thank you Grand Secretary Jan Thoman PGM for taking time to work directly with 
each committee. The information and wisdom you share is so beneficial. Still gathered 
together as the large group, the afternoon session began with presentations by our Service 
and Therapy Dog Committee, Steve Barchus executive director of the Nebraska Masonic 
Home Foundation, Star Dog Sadie and Kris from the Rite Care Clinic of Hastings. Rick 
Myers, chairman of the Membership Committee shared inspiring words for our future and 
how we can reach out into our communities. The committees were then given time to work 
individually again. 
 
Added to this All Committee Meeting experience were workshops for Worthy 
Matrons/Worthy Patrons and one specific for Secretaries and Treasurers. Tours were also 
provided of the Rite Care Clinic building our awareness of the services of speech and 
language development offered through Rite Care.  Greetings, remarks and updates were 
shared by the chairmen of the Jurisprudence Committee and the Board of Grand Trustees. 
The meeting concluded at 3:30pm when all gathered together again for final remarks and 
words from our AGM Dottie and AGP David regarding their 2020 Alaska Cruise and focus 
for the coming 2020 year. 
 
More than one hundred members gathered together for the meeting and workshops. 
Sharing communications and working together build our effectiveness and generate energy 
for our projects. I believe our efforts to love and serve advance when working as a team. 
We each bring great gifts, strengths and ideas to the table. Embracing our strengths allows 
us to move forward more successfully. “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go 
far, go together.” These words remind us of the possibilities we have before us when 
joining together in committees and as a team. 
 
Thank you to Acacia Chapter #39 Hastings for hosting us. Your central location, great 
facility, warm hospitality, hard work for set up and tear down create a successful and 
positive environment for this meeting and the workshops. Thank you for the delicious food 
and refreshments for our breaks. You always make us feel as comfortable as if we were in 
our own homes and better equipped to do our work. Thank you for your hospitality. 
 
Thank you to Sue Kittinger (199) for manning the Sales Table, allowing members the 
opportunity to shop in person and benefit our projects. We are blessed by your dedication. 
 
 

Exchanges 
Kansas-Nebraska Exchange 

Our season of traveling to exchanges began with the Kansas-Nebraska Exchange on 
Friday August 23, 2019 in Hastings at their Masonic Center. We were beautifully hosted by 
Worthy Matron Marcia Donley and Acacia Chapter #39. We enjoyed a delicious meal, great 
fellowship and a proficient meeting, watching the Kansas Grand Officers initiate Marsha 
Keller into Alpha Chapter #325. Marsha is a lifelong friend of Marie Rasmussen PGM and 
member of Acacia Chapter #39 Hastings. Saturday morning August 24 we headed south 
and east to Clay Center, Kansas. We arrived to prepare for our ritual work and then 
enjoyed a delicious luncheon prepared and served by our Kansas Sisters and Brothers. 
The decorations and our courtesy gifts were absolutely “Bee-utiful”. Sister Garrie Oppitz 
Worthy Grand Matron of Kansas and Brother Ron Kammerer Worthy Grand Patron of 
Kansas entertained us warmly and it was a delight to refresh our fellowship. The afternoon 
meeting allowed our Nebraska Grand Officers the opportunity to deliver especially 
impressive ritual work. Sister Sharon McArdle’s music as our Grand Organist set the tone 
for the beautiful exemplification. Following the meeting we were surrounded by dozens and 
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dozens of delicious homemade cookies for fellowship. Thank you to our travelers and 
supporters from across Nebraska who made the trip to attend the Exchange. We 
appreciate your dedication and famous reputation for visiting this exchange. 

 

Iowa- Nebraska Exchange 
The Iowa-Nebraska Exchange was hosted in Council Bluffs, Iowa by our Iowa Sisters and 
Brothers. We gathered for a free will offering dinner on Friday evening September 6, 2019 
prepared and served by their Job’s Daughters Bethel. Fun, games and fellowship followed. 
I was amazed that Worthy Grand Patron Bruce and I could win the “Newlywed Game”. 
Shockingly we only missed one question. Saturday brought the opportunity for each 
jurisdiction to exemplify initiation and welcome new members. It was our honor and 
privilege to initiate Aleatha Mohler Hardin who became a member of Alpha Chapter #325 
Bellevue. The Iowa Grand officers had the opportunity to initiate their Grand Master of 
Masons. Again our Grand Officers delivered outstanding and meaningful work. The youth 
of our Grand Family is impressive everywhere we visit and a source of encouragement for 
the health and future of our Order. They deliver enduring hope. A delicious noon luncheon 
was served providing time for more enjoyable fellowship. Following the afternoon session 
we relaxed with board games and a pizza party. Sunday morning September 8 brought the 
close of our time together with a worship service beautifully led by the Grand Chaplains. 
Thank you Brother Bill for a meaningful time together and for representing us in such a fine 
way. Thank you again to all Nebraskans who attended. It is our privilege to share the 
exchange with so many. 

 

Colorado/Nebraska/Wyoming Exchange 
Tri-State Meeting 

Typically this three state get together is scheduled for the month of January, making it 
impossible for Nebraska Grand Officers to attend and participate in large numbers. Sister 
Amber Mathisen  Worthy Grand Matron in Wyoming sought to find a date where more 
Nebraskans could travel and take part. Thankfully this date and good weather allowed for 
18 Nebraskans to join the festivities. Saturday, December 7, 2019 provided us the 
opportunity to take part in and attend the Wyoming, Colorado, Nebraska Tri- State Meeting 
in Torrington, Wyoming. We joined an afternoon meeting which was an official visit for this 
chapter by their Wyoming Grand Officers. It was very interesting to observe their format 
and agenda for an official visit. Worthy Matron Wendy Lewandowski, also a Nebraska 
member in Sunflower Chapter #214 of Mitchell, presided. Following the afternoon session 
we gathered at the Torrington Community Building for a dinner, fellowship and 
entertainment. Each jurisdiction was asked to bring entertainment to share, but no piano 
was available to facilitate our plan so quick thinking was engaged. Entertainment from the 
other jurisdictions was humorous and engaged the crowd so we quickly followed suit. 
Thank you to Sister Linda Dubry and Brothers Dennis and Tim for their quick engagement 
and great socks to help pull off memorable humor. We created a legs competition for best 
socks for the Brothers and then facilitated the “Candy Shop of Suckers” skit engaging the 
entire audience. Thank you again for all who attended and supported Nebraska. It was a 
great exchange. 

 

5-State Exchange and Gathering Weekend  
Our jurisdictions of the Midwest gather together each year for a weekend to exchange fun 
and fellowship. Hosted by South Dakota in Sioux Falls on July 26-28, 2019 members 
gathered together. Unfortunately our calendar for our Grand Family and events in 
communities of our chapters conflicted with the ability of our Grand Family to attend. Thank 
you to all our faithful Nebraska Grand Chapter members who were able to make the trip 
and join in the exchange. We appreciate your keeping our fraternal bonds across the 
Midwest to remain strong and active. 

 
 

Other Grand Jurisdictions 
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Visiting the Grand Chapter Sessions of other Grand Jurisdictions is always a great way to 
renew friendships, build new bonds, experience the nuances of our Ritual and projects as 
are traditional in other Grand Chapters.  Our Nebraska members, Grand Officers and Past 
Grands have a well earned reputation for travelling in groups. Thank you to each one who 
travels and represents Nebraska so well.  In this 2019-2021 term not only was our Grand 
Chapter calendar impacted, every jurisdiction has endured the same challenges. Grand 
Chapter Sessions were cancelled across our General Grand Chapter beginning in April of 
2019. Many still remain cancelled. Some like our Grand Chapter of Nebraska are meeting 
in 2021 but only for members of our jurisdiction. Prayers abound that our new normal will 
allow for more travelling and visiting in the coming year. 
 
During 2019 I attended the August 7–10 Session of Wyoming Grand Chapter, travelling 
back early to reach Hastings in time for our Constellation on July 10. Thank you to the other 
17 members from Nebraska that also attended and did such a great job of representing our 
jurisdiction. 
 
With the expectations of the arrival of our first grandbaby in Omaha, I cancelled our 
reservations to Colorado Grand Chapter of Thursday, September 19–21, 2019. Thank you 
to our Grand Officers, Past Grands, and faithful members that attended and were the 
largest visiting delegation. I look forward to visiting Colorado after the pandemic. Thank you 
to all who attended South Dakota Grand Chapter October 10-12 and Missouri Grand 
Chapter October 13 -16. You were a tremendous delegation and we were so well 
represented. I stayed close to home that week and greeted our new member of the family. 
Thank you to all who attended Iowa Grand Chapter October 23-26, conflicting events in 
Nebraska chapters and a Constellation supporting a yearly event of one of our chapters 
received my attendance. Again, Thank you to our faithful travellers who help Nebraska 
Grand Chapter be present in more than one place at a time. Kansas Grand Chapter 
Session scheduled for April 2020 was cancelled due to the national emergency declaration. 
In April 2021 they will meet but only Kansans may attend. We look forward to the pandemic 
having less impact on our gatherings and traditions. It will be a joy when we can travel 
again. 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Celebrating the milestone anniversaries of our chapters is always a joyful opportunity. 
Congratulations to Columbia Chapter #275 Lincoln who reached the 100th anniversary of 
their charter on May 14, 2019. It was a privilege to recognize your centennial and present 
recognition from Grand Chapter. We wish you well as you strive to reach your next 
milestone anniversary. 
 
Arbor Vitae #92 Fremont reached another milestone anniversary. On June 6, 2019 they 
reached the 125th Anniversary of their charter. It was our privilege to join Arbor Vitae’s 
picnic with their public celebration in the Pavilion of the Childrens’ Home Campus on 
September 29, 2019. Featuring service and outreach in Fremont, the Star Dogs Charlie, 
Louie, and Koda were present and shared their paws-itivity. Congratulations Arbor Vitae! 
 
Temple Chapter #271 reached the 100th Anniversary of their charter on May 15, 2018. The 
chapter celebrated with their charter day in 2018. However, conflicts on the Grand Chapter 
travel calendar prevented recognition of their milestone. On May 19, 2019 they celebrated 
the completion of their 100th year and celebrated the beginning of “101”. A delegation of 
Grand Officers attended and presented a certificate from Grand Chapter acknowledging the 
chapter’s milestone. 
 

 
Fifty- Year Memberships 

Celebrating with members who have attained and surpassed fifty years membership is one 
of the highest honors afforded a Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron.  To hug, 
thank and hear perspectives and memories from our fifty-year members is elating. We 
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thank each fifty-year member for their service and dedication. During the 2019 
Constellations, area meetings, and opportunities we have had to be at chapter meetings 
and events we presented our fifty year members with an olive wood palm cross hand 
crafted in Bethlehem. What a privilege to congratulate them, honor them and share a 
reminder that we have seen His star in the East. 
 
As the pandemic impacts have interfered with hugs and social gatherings of our chapters, 
we have missed being able to congratulate our members in the same way. However, it has 
been our privilege to send cards and greetings. I have also enjoyed the opportunities to 
make surprise “Facetime” and “ZOOM” visits with our honored members in their homes, 
care facilities, and chapter meetings. Thank you to these valuable members for their 
ongoing involvement and service to our Order. Thank you to all those faithful Sisters and 
Brothers who have helped me surprise, visit with, and congratulate our celebrated 
members. 

 
Gavel 

Worthy Grand Patron Bruce and I have traveled with and are using at the 2021 Enduring 
Hope Session the gavel that was presented to us at our Installation by Grand Worthy 
Advisor Morgan Chandler. Morgan presented it to us for our temporary use and has been 
very patient through this extra year. The gavel is made of solid walnut grown by my father 
on our farm in Cass County. He harvested the tree and its wood. My husband Tim crafted 
the gavel. It bears an engraved plate commemorating Morgan’s term as Grand Worthy 
Advisor and our term as Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron. Brother Bruce 
and I originally presented Morgan with the gavel at her Installation as Grand Worthy 
Advisor in 2018 and she used it throughout her term. When we complete this Enduring 
Hope Session we will return the gavel to her. Morgan is a member of Temple Chapter #271 
and Lincoln Assembly #6 International Order of the Rainbow for Girls.  What a privilege it 
has been to serve with her. 

 
 

Meetings of Boards, Committees and Associations 
During the 2019-2021 term I attended the meetings of the Board of Grand Trustees and 
Jurisprudence committee.  Meetings occurring after March 13, 2020 were by electronic 
communication media. While dictated by a national emergency, I believe the meetings by 
Zoom or other technology have provided productive meetings without the lengthy travel 
distances across our state. Meetings in this format cannot replace the face-to-face 
interactions and do not provide for the same relational interactions or fellowship associated 
with in person meetings. However, saving six hours of travel each way for a member can 
be a blessing. Avoiding winter driving conditions and not having to make decisions to 
reschedule due to bad weather are also blessings.  In the obstacles we have sought to find 
the opportunities. Electronic hosted meetings may be one. 
 
September 14, 2019 the Nebraska Grand Representatives’ Fall Meeting was in Kearney as 
the Masonic Center. It was my privilege to attend. Thank you to our hosts, Tuscan Chapter 
#35. The meal was delicious and the hospitality gracious. 
 
It has been my privilege to work with the Standing, Special, Other, and Session 
committees. Your contributions to the value of our members’ experience in our Grand 
Chapter are vital. Thank you for your hard work, diligence, determination and resilience. 
Listening to the needs of our members and chapters will keep you on track for the selection 
and implementation of your goals, projects, and events. It has been exciting to watch the 
committees have the opportunity to partner and share ideas. During the pandemic 
meetings have needed to be via electronic media and I appreciate your dedication and 
flexibility. 
 
The All Committee Meeting and the dedication of our Grand Secretary and webmaster to 
meet with each committee is a powerful tool. Keeping our committees engaged and vital 
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brings strength to our Grand Chapter. Thank you to all who attended and participated in the 
November 9, 2019 All Committee Meeting. Your time is a valuable investment for our 
Grand Chapter. When the pandemic caused changes and challenges for how we work 
together, my hope was that we would see the calming of the risks in time that we could 
gather together and celebrate our effectiveness by working together for a late fall 2020 All 
Committee Meeting. Conditions did not allow. I pray 2021 will be feasible, as so much 
energy exists in our committees and we need to keep it moving forward for the benefit of 
our members. 
 
Our Service and Therapy Dog Committee has continued to be very active and creative 
throughout the 2019-2021 term. Their meetings, efforts, ideas, and results are all grand! 
Nothing worthwhile comes without effort. You model that reality. You each are passionate 
for this cause and find joy in your accomplishments. Your joy is contagious. 
Congratulations on reaching the goal of having a communicator and activator in each 
chapter that serves as the chapter’s representative to the dog committee. What a great tool 
for communication and activation! The dogs are our primary philanthropy and as a project 
the dogs provide opportunities for every member and every chapter to be engaged in 
charitable and hands-on service. This committee is to be commended for establishing the 
presence of the dogs so quickly and comprehensively all across our jurisdiction. I believe 
the dogs give us a visibility that is vital to our relevance as an Order. The dogs match our 
virtues, purposes, and values. They share with the world how we are and what is important 
to us. 
 
It has been my privilege to serve on the Masonic Youth Leadership Conference committee. 
Since its inception at the turn of the century I have valued my opportunity to serve on this 
team. In my opinion, the MYLC is one of the great accomplishments and gifts of our 
Nebraska Masonic Family of organizations. Many other jurisdictions admire and try to 
create in their state this great event. None have matched what we are able to achieve in 
Nebraska. I credit the ability of our Nebraska Masonic Family of organizations to work well 
together and ability to retain our focus on what is good for our youth. Thank you to the 
Grand Lodge for the vision and support that allows us to continue to give this great gift. The 
pandemic caused the rescheduling of the conference, moving it to October 2021. We look 
forward to be able to gather and give this gift once again. Historically, our Eastern Star 
Chapters and members have been among the largest financial contributors to this project. 
To give the gift of nationally acclaimed presenters for the conference is no small task and  
these valued donations keep this goal attainable. Thank you for your support, every dollar 
matters. 
 
One of the greatest honors afforded our Worthy Grand Matron is the privilege of having a 
seat at the table of the Board of the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children. I have 
savored my time with this Board. The talent, gifts, wisdom, and energy of this Board are 
awesome to observe first hand. My thanks to the Board and Executive Director Ron 
Giesselmann for welcoming me and allowing me to participate in their great successes. It 
has been my privilege to attend the meetings of the Board of Directors and in the months of 
2019 to enjoy lunch with the residents following our meetings.  The Board’s ability to retain 
its effectiveness during the challenges of the pandemic has been inspiring. 
 
 

Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children 
Our Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children is one of our greatest gifts to our world and 
the coming generations. The director, staff, and Board are successfully leading and guiding 
the Home’s residents. The facilities, environment, structured programming and supportive  
relationships bring hope and success for the children.  The Home is deserving of all our 
praise and support. The many facets of building and maintaining the excellence are 
complex and ever changing. The leadership that directs the vision and execution of the 
plans is to be commended. As the challenges of the pandemic began to reveal themselves, 
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the leadership engaged in conditions and needs they had never previously experienced or 
could have anticipated. Flexibility was proven. Wisdom and strength revealed. 
 
The Board’s ability to retain its effectiveness during the challenges of the pandemic have 
been inspiring. Director Ron Giesselmann’s vision, effectiveness, and leadership through 
these times have been amazing. The quality of the style of living and programming 
emanating from the Home is outstanding. Every one of us should share in the pride of the 
accomplishments of our Home. Stepping into conditions that no one had ever experienced, 
managing needs that were constantly changing and with directives and guidelines that 
have never before had been written, tried or proven were all handled with great 
effectiveness. 
 
Unfortunately for our Grand Family, the 2019 4-H Achievement Day fell on a date of a 
Constellation that could not be rescheduled. We missed the day and being able to be with 
the 4-Hers and joining the celebration of their great achievements. Thank you Candy Martin 
PGM for representing me and presenting the awards. I trust the joy was fulfilling. The 2020 
Achievement Day was cancelled due to the pandemic. We patiently wait and look forward 
to the opportunity to gather at the next event. 
 
It was a joy to be with the residents and staff at the September 29, 2019 picnic hosted by 
Arbor Vitae #92 celebrating their 125th Anniversary. Sharing in the outreach and celebration 
for all of us who could attend. It was also a privilege to be present with the Star Dogs and 
celebrate with Charlie, Louie and Koda. Thank you Arbor Vitae #92. 
 
One of our greatest memories of our term will be having shared with the staff and residents 
our 2019 Grand Family Christmas Party.  To share a meal, fellowship, gifts and games with 
the residents and staff was so enjoyable. Very special memories of watching our 
generations play and celebrate together. Thank you to Grand Companion Marna Raymond 
for the game and narration of the “Right Christmas” (Or was that the left?) A special thank 
you to our Grand Chaplain Bill Raymond who led us in singing “Silent Night” as we stood in 
a circle hand in hand. Bill then shared with us a solo verse in German. The children were 
so moved as he shared his story of serving in Germany and loving to hear the song in its 
native language. Thank you all for the great celebration! 
 
With our special project of “Paws Up” and the desire to place service, therapy and comfort 
dogs it has been our privilege to place Koda at the Home. He relationship with the staff and 
children is such a joy to watch. Koda is definitely a gift that keeps on giving.  
 
Our Nebraska members treasure their relationship with the Home and are honored to offer 
our gifts, support, and financial support. Thank you to each chapter who sponsors a project 
to support the Home. It was extra special to be a part of the Constellation hosted by Alpha 
Chapter #325, Home Chapter #189, and Papillion Chapter #114. The bottle auction was 
such fun. Auctioneer Most Worshipful Ron Stites insured us of that! Raising $2700 for the 
Home residents’ gifts and needs was the topping!  Thank you to each chapter who through 
the year thinks of special ways to support the Home and encourage the staff and residents. 
Your creativity and faithfulness are impressive. May our support for the Home always grow. 

 
 

Nebraska Masonic Home 
The Nebraska Masonic Home in Plattsmouth is another of our shining star success stories. 
Since opening the doors in 1903, the Home has focused on creating a gracious, dignified 
lifestyle for its residents. The outstanding care is its legacy and delivered to each resident 
today and everyday. Mary, Chris and the staff are to be commended for their ability to so 
effectively meet the needs of their residents. Together the staff loves, cares, and honors 
the lives of those whom they serve. 
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Our gratitude is extended to Steve Barchus, the Boards of Directors of the Foundation , and 
the Board of Trustees that work together for the vitality and longevity of the Home. You are 
worthy of our respect, gratitude, praise and support. 
 
It is our privilege to partner with you and offer our support. We look forward to each 
opportunity to visit, share our gifts, and to reach out to the residents. It is a privilege to offer 
our financial support from our projects to enrich the Home and the residents’ experiences. 
Thank you for bringing the message of the Home to our All Committee meeting on 
November 9, 2019. Information shared becomes powerful knowledge to share. Thank you. 
 
During 2019 it was our privilege to place Star Dog Opal with the Home. Opal is a grand 
dame, apricot poodle with long legs and a big heart. She fits right in with the dignity and 
grandeur of the Home and its staff and residents. Opal was raised and trained by Domesti-
pups and we continue to partner with them when Opal needs a little refresher course. It is 
our privilege to support her care and needs so that she can put her best paw forward to 
enrich the lives of the residents and staff. 
 
The Grand Officers and companions were invited to the Annual Masonic Home Picnic on 
July 14, 2019. This event always refreshes our spirits with the opportunity to join with Home 
Chapter to share a meal with the residents, offer our fellowship and companionship, This 
event gives us a chance to reconnect with friends, members and residents. It was my 
pleasure to bring greetings, introduce our Grand Family, and to express our gratitude to the 
Home and Home Chapter. Thank you Home Chapter #189 Plattsmouth for your faithfulness 
to providing a significant gift to the Home, staff, residents and the Nebraska Grand Family 
each and every year. 
 
We were honored to return on September 15, 2019 for the Caring Club. It is always a 
privilege to join with other donors in expressing gratitude for the Home and its successes. 
The Caring Club event as generates joy and a sense of commitment to a greater cause.  
Thank you to the staff and Foundation for the opportunity to celebrate the Home. 
 
It has been our privilege to visit throughout the 2019 year and into early 2020. Several 
events have been hosted at the Home during this time period and we greatly appreciate the 
opportunity to gather together and be able to connect with the Home. As the pandemic has 
impacted the Home, staff, and residents it has been very impressive how the leadership  
has adapted to the challenges, changes and needs around the Home, staff and residents. 
While none of us have any experience, control, or guarantees over these challenging times, 
the leadership of the Home has been a shining example of managing the journey.  We 
congratulate you and are honored to serve with you. 

 
Youth Organizations 

During the 2019 calendar year it was my privilege to attend the Grand  Assembly of the 
International Order of Rainbow for Girls on the Doane Campus in Crete, June 5-9. It was a 
distinct honor to address the Assembly, present dollars for support of the needs of the 
organization,  award a scholarship to Kaydi Daudt, and to challenge the members to reach 
out and invite three new members. It was my honor and privilege to share the microphone 
with our Worthy Grand Patron and present the Meditation at the Grand Cross of Color 
Mystic Banquet. My entrance into the Masonic Family was through my initiation as a 
Rainbow Girl and I have remained active beyond my majority as an adult advisor. 
Congratulations to Morgan Chandler Grand Worthy Advisor on a successful year and 
session. Congratulations to Kylie Fees on her installation as the 2019-2020 Grand Worthy 
Advisor. It will be our privilege to serve with you. My love for Rainbow and dedication 
continues, but it has branched out to cover all of our Youth Organizations, and I look 
forward to many years of partnering with each for mutual benefits. 
 
Attending the opening ceremonies of the Job’s Grand Bethel Session was a distinct honor 
and privilege.  The wedding of our daughter Cassandra was June 29, 2019 in Omaha so 
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my in person time with our Job’s Daughters was limited to the Thursday evening June 27, 
2019 opening. It was such a joy to present to a scholarship to Dacia Hartman and share 
funds from our Grand Chapter projects for use by Grand Bethel.  Congratulations to the 
2019-2020 installed Grand Family: Grand Guardian Sue Sieler, Assoc. Grand Guardian 
Dave Sieler, Miss Nebraska Job’s Daughter Katie Warwick, Miss Nebraska Congeniality 
Shelby Hastings, and Grand Bethel Honored Queen Janessa Carley. It is our privilege to 
serve with you. I hope our reminder served to encourage each of the Daughters to invite 
three new members to join them in their Bethels. 
 
The Banquet of Nebraska DeMolay Conclave is an event I always look forward to 
attending. My first experience at  DeMolay Conclave was 1994 and I have enjoyed each 
and every opportunity to attend. In 2019, a delegation of our Grand Officers attended the 
July 13 Banquet, awards,  presentations, and Installation for Nebraska DeMolay. 
Congratulations to the dynamic young men who comprise our Nebraska DeMolay and to 
Jake Leeper who served as State Master Councilor and Jonathan Moats on his Installation 
as State Master Counclior. It was an honor to present our scholarship to Cade Lewis. Again 
with our DeMolay we encouraged each of them to reach out and invite three new members. 
 
The pandemeic has impacted our Youth organizations to be creative and adapt so that their 
members can remain engaged in the face of the public health challenges. Their 2020 
Sessions adapted to allow for as much content as possible.  
 
Congratulations to our Nebraska Job’s Daughters who hosted a very effective virtual Grand 
Bethel Session. It was a pleasure to act as a pageant judge and take part in your session. 
We have been blessed to share more project money with you and to present our 
Scholarship to Virginia Herbolsheimer, Congratulations! Welcome to the new 2020-2021 
Grand Family of: Grand Guardian Amber Vipond, Assoc. Grand Guardian Brent Warwick, 
Miss Nebraska Job’s Daughter Rachael Radloff, Miss Nebraska Congeniality Angela 
Kramer, and Grand Bethel Honored Queen- Rachel Jendro. It is our privilege to serve with 
you. 
 
Attending the socially distanced Conclave in Lincoln at the Scottish Rite Center on July 11 
was another opportunity to see the effectiveness and discipline of our youth.. After months 
of quarantine it was a pleasure to share in our pandemic style an in person event! 
Congratulations on your ability to adapt and move forward! What a testament to the 
compassion shared among this organization as 100% of attenders faithfully wore face 
masks, maintained social distancing and thoughtfully used sanitizers. It was a privilege to 
present our scholarship to Adam Turpin. Presenting money from our projects to benefit 
Nebraska DeMolay and its projects was an honor. 
 
Nebraska Rainbow hosted a one-day Grand Assembly communication virtually from the 
Scottish Rite Center on August 9, 2020. It was a privilege to congratulate the new Grand 
Assembly officers who will serve as they wait for the ability to be installed. It was an honor 
and privilege to award our scholarship to Courtney Bockman and to share project monies 
with the Grand Assembly. October 11 in the Scottish Rite Center of Sioux City the Grand 
Officers were installed. Congratulations to Hayli Daudt Grand Worthy Advisor. Though your 
year has been challenged by the pandemic your leadership will serve your girls well. It is 
our privilege to serve with you. 
 
 

Masonic Courtesies 
Nebraska is a blessed state where our Masonic Family of organizations is comprised of 
leaders whose visions and values are committed to unity. Our family ties are strong and 
significant. Our adult organizations and youth organizations partner beautifully with each 
other and also cross over the generational lines. We treat each other with respect and look 
for opportunities to work together. We serve from different organizations yet with the same 
great visions and values to achieve our purposes. As blessed as we are, I pray we never 
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get lazy or take for granted what we share. May we stay engaged to keep our warm, loving 
and productive relationships a priority and goal. 
 
What a joy it is to visit among the organizations and be greeted warmly and openly. What a 
joy it is to welcome visitors to our events and projects. What a privilege to be surrounded by 
those family members who are so dedicated to the past, present and future of our individual 
organizations and also our future as a family. Together we make a difference! May all of 
our futures be bright and our longevity eternal. 
 
Together with our Masonic Brothers it is our privilege to support the Masonic All Star 
Marching Band Camp, concert, parade and game performances. This project may well be 
our greatest investment in the youth of Nebraska and it is willingly and proudly that we 
support the Band with scholarships, donations and in person volunteers to bring the Band 
to reality.   What once was a vision has grown to be an ongoing significant project of our 
Grand Lodge. Thank you for the vision, wisdom and perseverance that drives its existence. 
COVID-19 changed our normal routines and postponed temporarily many of our traditions. 
The Shrine Bowl Parade and Game along with the Masonic All Star Marching Band will 
return to its traditional place on our calendars. It is our privilege to support the efforts of our 
Shriners and the Grand Lodge in its efforts to sustain the Shrine Bowl and the Band. 
 
It has been my distinct honor to serve with three Grand Masters, each talented, creative, 
dedicated and desiring to benefit their family of organizations. Most Worshipful Bob 
Moninger, thank you for the meetings, conversations, and communications we have 
shared. I appreciate your leadership and willingness to support our Order and Grand 
Chapter with your perspectives and encouragement. Most Worshipful Brother Ron Stites, I 
always looked forward to sharing a few months with you, Tami, and your leadership as 
Grand Master. Little did I know that we would share an entire year, a year filled with 
unthinkable challenges as we watched our world change so dramatically all around us. Our 
communications, your wisdom and your perspective have been such a benefit to our Grand 
Chapter and to me personally. You have listened and encouraged as I have tried to wrap 
my mind around the changes that would evolve each month as we experienced the spread 
of Covid-19 and watched and listened to what the ever changing needs of our members 
would be. Thank you for all of your support and your dynamic presence even when we 
haven’t been able to share the same room. You have led admirably. And now to Brother 
Jim. Most Worshipful Jim Carlton Grand Master, how ironic that I am still here and serving 
with you. We have shared many years of Masonic Family leadership through the Masonic 
Youth Leadership Conferences planning and facilitations. In my opinion, that conference is 
one of our greatest gifts to the youth in Nebraska. It has been my ongoing privilege to serve 
on that team with you. I wish you the best throughout your year as Grand Master and know 
that as an Eastern Star Brother, you too value our Masonic Family ties and the maintaining 
of our close bonds. Please let me know how I can support your leadership as I prepare to 
move on to wear the title of a “Past”. God speed and may you soar to new heights in this 
new normal were are moving closer to realizing. 
 
I was greatly honored to participate in the 2020 Annual Communication of our Grand Lodge 
of Nebraska. To attend and represent our Grand Chapter is a joy I will long treasure. Thank 
you for allowing me the courtesy of presenting an Eastern Star Grand Representative 
commission at the Friday Night Banquet. Brother Dennis Rix (92) dignity of service, heart 
for our purposes, and record of service to Eastern Star elevates him to be most worthy of 
the appointment. As a Past Grand Master, I was honored to present his honored 
commission in front of his Masonic Brothers. Thank you Most Worshipful Bob. It was a 
privilege to have the Grand Master and his Lady invite our Grand Chapter to take part in 
the sessions of the Annual Communications and present the projects of our dogs. Sharing 
our Star Dogs as the featured program of the Friday Ladies’ Luncheon was an honor and 
privilege. Charlie, Louie and Koda each put their best paw forward to share the greatness 
of our Eastern Star primary philanthropy and how it impacts and touches each of us and 
every corner of our communities. Thank you for this opportunity. It was an even greater 
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honor to lead a break out session for your attenders and share the great news of our Star 
Dogs. Together as a family we make a difference in our own lives and throughout our 
communities. We appreciate the chance to share awareness of our dogs and projects. 
Thank you! 
 
Throughout 2019 it was our joy to participate in facilitating CHIP events. Our Grand Family 
members and other members have volunteered in at least six different CHIP events from 
Ainsworth across Nebraska to Nebraska City. The presence of our Star Dogs at these 
events is a great way for us to reach out with calm and assurance for the families and the 
children. We look forward to the ongoing strength and success of CHIP and welcome the 
opportunities to partner with our Masonic Lodges and Brothers.. 
 
During the 2019  year it was my privilege to attend the Nebraska Grand of Assembly of the 
International Order of Rainbow for Girls on the Doane Campus in Crete, the Grand Bethel 
Session of Job’s Daughters International in the Younes Conference Center in Kearney, and 
the Banquet of the Nebraska DeMolay Conclave at the Masonic Center in Hastings. 
Supporting our youth is one of our greatest responsibilities and produces the most fulfilling 
rewards. As the impacts of COVID-19 revealed themselves to us, we know our youth 
organizations were impacted. Meetings, events, hopes and dreams were put on hold and 
cancelled. We continue to extend our support and encouragement and what a joy it was to 
participate in your 2020 events that were creative, socially distanced and virtual. I hope in 
some small way we have been able to support and encourage you as you have travelled 
through these months. 
 
April 16, 2021 is our first opportunity to join our Grand York Rite for a session and their 
festivities. We have gratefully accepted your invitation and shared your Session in the 
Younes Conference Center, Kearney. Thank you for your faithfulness and dedication to 
your great values and mission. 
 
Supporting the events and projects of all of our Nebraska Masonic family organizations is a 
privilege and honor. To our Sisters and Brothers in each organization, we count our 
relationships as valuable and valued. We hope to always promote our family in a way that it 
reflects well on all of us. I look forward to attending session of York Rite in April, trusting our 
meetings can remain able to meet as the virus risks remain lower. 
 

Fundraising and Sales Table 
Thank you to our Board of Grand Trustees for your ongoing support of the Sales Table and 
the purchase of the sales items.  Each year you directly benefit our fundraising efforts for 
Grand Chapter. I personally thank you for approving our Sales Table items and supporting 
our ability to raise funds. Thank you also to our Sales Table Team who have functioned so 
effectively under the leadership of the co-chairs Laurie and Ken Sieg (271) and Sue 
Kittinger (199). Little did we know when the Enduring Hope plans began that Laurie would 
be elected to enter the advancing line on a “fast track”. Thank you Sister Sue for your 
diligence which has lightened the load of Laurie’s role with the Sales Table Team. Thank 
you to the entire Team for your time, talent and hard work. The Sales Table got off to a 
unique start with the opportunity to kickoff our year with the reception following the Grand 
Chapter Installation. Many hands facilitated that set up and all the brisk sales that were 
transacted. THANK YOU! The structure and nature of the Constellations provided many 
opportunities for sales, some more challenging than others. Thank you for toting, carrying, 
setting up, selling, counting and then doing it all over again (19 times). You are greatly 
appreciated. 
 
The items available for purchase included: royal blue embroidered polo shirts, gray screen 
printed t-shirts, “Serving Time” custom cookbooks of recipes from across our Nebraska 
OES membership, custom printed writing pens, “Faith Hope Love” gold lapel session pins,  
“Hope  Endures” stained glass designed notecards, “Star Dogs” design car magnets, “Faith 
Hope Love” design car magnets and window stickers. 
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Thank you to Lorrie Bryant (271) for managing the publication of our “Serving Time” 
cookbook. Lorrie dedicated countless hours and communications to bring together the 
hundreds of recipes. Her diligent attention to the details of entering each recipe, developing 
the secondary index which allows searching for recipes by the name of the member that 
contributed each recipe, and thoughtful design have produced a great cookbook for us to 
use and to savor shared memories from the submissions, The cookbook cover features 
“Spirit” our General Grand Chapter poster puppy promoting our primary philanthropy. 
Nebraska Star Dogs were also photographed and included. Star Dog Charlie is featured on 
the title page for the special chapter dedicated to recipes for our dogs and pets. Thank you 
to Lorrie for facilitating this historic sales table item. The funds raised are a blessing to our 
projects. 
 
The sales table profits, along with the other any generous donations, support all of our 
Grand Chapter projects. 
 
During the Constellations, area meetings, and our other events we have shared additional 
fundraising. Our Grand Companions facilitated the sales of custom printed fortune cookies 
with messages from our Star Dogs and packets of dogs biscuits. Thank you to all who 
facilitated these fundraising opportunities, our Grand Companions for their sales, and those 
who have assisted us in packaging and preparing these treats.  Every dollar raised is a 
blessing. Thank you. 
 

 
Projects 

“Paws Up” Special Project of the WGM/WGP 
Encouraging hands on involvement, visibility outside the walls 

 of our Chapter Rooms,  
     and financial support for our “Star Dogs”  

 
Worthy Grand Patron Bruce and I have chosen our special project to focus on the 
involvement, visibility and financial support for the “Star Dogs”. “Paws Up” has been 
blessed by the energy, support, participation, and financial gifts of our chapters and 
members. Thank you. 
 
In our Constellations, area meetings, chapter visits, and events we have had the 
opportunity to share Bruce and Susie’s dog Charlie and Dennis and Nan Rix’s dog Louie.  
They have been tremendous ambassadors to spread the great gifts of the dogs and show 
how we can all engage to make a difference in our world through partnering with and 
supporting the dogs. 
 
It was our privilege to kickoff “Paws Up” by sponsoring Arwen at the Masonic Eastern Star 
Home for Children, and Opal at the Plattsmouth Home as we began the 2019 Grand 
Chapter Year. The blessings they bring to their Homes is such a gift. In the summer of 
2019 we were able to train Sadie at the Rite Care Clinic in Hastings and Koda at the 
Masonic Eastern Star Children’s Home.  Caring and living expenses for these dogs will 
continue to be a focus. 
 
Thank you for your generosity and faithfulness. We look forward to sharing a final report of 
“Paws Up” at the completion of our term. 
 
The Silent Auction of the Grand Chapter Session is a tremendous fundraiser for our project 
and we thank you in advance for your support and generosity. Thank you to the committee 
for facilitating the Silent Auction in a little different way to insure its existence and its safety 
for our participants during our public health concerns. Thank you. 
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Grand Chapter Projects 
Our Grand Chapter as led by our subordinate chapters and members is active and 
generous in our works, efforts, and financial gifts. In our previous Grand Chapter year we 
have as our Grand Chapter supported projects, benevolence, and our philanthropic gifts 
with an excess of $175,000 in financial gifts. Thank you for your faithfulness. Our projects 
include: 
 Benevolence 
 Educational Loans 
 ESTARL 
 The Masonic Eastern Star Home for Children 
 The Nebraska Masonic Home 
 Scholarships 
 Service and Therapy Dogs  
 Youth 
 
Together we make a difference in so many ways. Please maintain your faithfulness and 
generosity. Questions regarding how to give and the needs of our projects can always be 
addressed to the Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Grand Secretary and Grand 
Chapter Office. We have a rich history of giving in love, service, with our efforts and with 
our monies. Thank you for choosing to support our Order, Grand Chapter, and our projects. 
 

 
General Grand Chapter Projects 

It is our ongoing honor and privilege to support with our Grand Chapter funds the projects 
of General Grand Chapter. We financially support  the General Grand Chapter projects of 
Alzheimers, ESTARL, Military, Knights, Templar Eye, Shrine Charities, Shrine Hospitals, 
International Headquarters, Cancer, Heart, Service Dogs and Youth.  
 
It is our honor and privilege to offer our greater support, participation, and encouragement 
to the efforts of our General Grand Chapter appointees and their specific efforts for the 
committees to which they have been appointed. For this triennium our committees’ 
appointees work with the Eastern Star Journal, Youth and Service Dogs. Thank you for 
your dedicated service. 
 
General Grand Chapter has by a vote of the members made Service Dogs our primary 
philanthropy all across Eastern Star. It is a privilege to serve and promote this focus in our 
projects as well. The dogs make such a difference in our world and it is out honor to partner 
and support them. 
 
 
In addition to the projects defined in this report, our philanthropic generosity also included 
supporting specific projects and requests within our Nebraska chapters, members and 
residents. 
 
 

Correspondence 
Correspondence engages a variety of our skills, senses and languages. Our brains and 
hearts engage and send forth our fingers to create the message. Hopefully for me my eyes 
proofread before sending, but rest assured the thoughts come straight from the heart.  
 
It is always exciting to see what comes in the mail. I have appreciated all of your cards, 
letters, celebrations, questions, invitations, RSVPs, and communications. The mailman is 
probably curious about why we get so much mail, but more likely he is amazed by the 
volume of mail that leaves our house.  Thank you all for your faithfulness and dedication. 
 
Correspondence in every form is what drives our ability to communicate. I appreciate your 
diversity in using a variety of forms of communication, each form serves a purpose and 
need.  In addition to your USPS correspondence, thank you for your phone calls, text 
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messages, emails, private messages and Facebook participation. It has been my diligent 
effort to respond promptly and accurately to each communication. Thank you for yours. 
 
With the onset of the pandemic and the discontinuing of our normal meetings and events, a 
significant amount of correspondence was needed to keep us all on the same page and 
focused on our blessings. The amount of time each day that would be engaged in 
correspondence was at times daunting, but keeping the lines of communication flowing was 
so very important. Thank you for every response and engagement. Thank you for asking 
questions and seeking clarity. Together we have worked diligently to stay connected, 
nurture our members, and move forward with our efforts and projects. A new normal is 
appearing on the horizon, I hope all of our diverse correspondence have prepared us to hit 
the ground running and  
will continue to serve us effectively. 

 
Widening our Reach 

In a desire to improve our effectiveness and expand awareness of our Order and our 
projects, efforts and steps forward have been taken in widening the reach of our 
communications and messages. 
 
On May 22, 2019 Don Norman (279) and the Publicity Committee created and launched a 
public Facebook  page “Nebraska Star Dogs”.  This page shares events, stories and 
encouragement of our Star Dogs. Being a public page we encourage our members to 
utilize it as a way to share with their Facebook friends our Star Dogs and to help introduce 
them to our Order. This can be a powerful tool to share our existence and relevance within 
our communities. 
 
Webmaster Kerri Straub (269) has diligently worked to expand our marketing materials and 
message producing tools for our members to use and share our story and helping us 
connect with our communities. The consistency of themes and messaging is vital. Thank 
you Kerri for all you do to keep us on the same page and equipped. 
 
In May of 2019 the “elevator card” concept was used to develop a double sided business 
card that shares an introduction of the Order and provides contact information should 
someone want more information. During the first seven months more than 20,000 “elevator 
cards” had been distributed or placed into are the hands of our members to them share to 
share individually. In addition to sharing our message via “elevator cards”, identification 
cards for key chains that share “MY PET IS HOME ALONE” companioned with an 
identification card for your wallet giving instructions for someone to rescue your pet if you 
are unable to go home to your pet as expected were created and packaged with an 
‘elevator card’. At parades, events, with first responders, and to our members the packets 
were distributed. This little packet has proven to be a great way to start a conversation, 
share our values, and share the existence and purposes OES.  An additional marketing tool 
is a silicone card case for cellphones that bears the new OES “swish” marketing logo.  We 
display our marketing logo and can keep “elevator cards” handy to share. This card case 
on my phone is much easier to keep handy than if I needed to dig through my purse to find 
the cards. As we arrive at our new normal, these marketing tools will continue to spread our 
story and increase awareness of our projects. 
 
Our Grand Chapter website is an excellent tool for our members and our Sisters and 
Brothers all across the world. Thank you to Kerri Straub webmaster for her dedicated hard 
work to maintain, enhance, and expend this website. It is usable and filled with great 
content. The additions and updates that she has continued to create throughout 2019-2021 
are a tool for our members’ communications, instruction, information and awareness. Kerri, 
thank you for all of your dedication and hard work. 
 
In June of 2020, Sister Kerri launched for Grand Chapter a YouTube channel (Eastern Star 
Nebraska). The channel contains videos sharing our Star Dogs, messages from our Youth 
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Groups, Dilly Dally Socials submitted by our chapters, and Hang On events also submitted 
by our chapters. Prayers and our Mizpeh also are shared. The channel proves to be a way 
for us to see each other and stay connected. During our social distancing and closings we 
have encouraged each other by sharing through this electronic connection. Sisters and 
Brothers all over the world can share wht we are doing here in Nebraska. 
 
Each chapter is now represented with a member serving as a Dog Representative. This 
connection will help spread news, information, opportunities and awareness of events 
happening in connection to our dogs. These Representatives receive communications from 
the Service and Therapy Dog Standing Committee and are also asked to communicate with 
the committee any questions that arise or of they are interested in a presentation in their 
chapter. A new Facebook page and group is being developed for these Representatives as 
well, another opportunity to build community and share communications. 
 
Also with a focus on increasing communications and facilitating relationships, private 
Facebook pages have been created for the individual offices of Worthy Matron, Worthy 
Patron, and Secretary. These officers receive updates and can easily access clarification 
and information as they have questions. These private pages are an excellent way to 
communicate and build relationships. Often we all have similar questions. Sharing here 
gives concise responses and reminds us we all desire information. 
 
Our Grand Chapter currently hosts a private Facebook page (Nebraska Order of the 
Eastern Star) 
Where almost 800 members have joined. We encourage you share this opportunity with 
your members. It is a great source of sharing chapter events, communications, 
encouragement, birthday greetings, and other relational connections. Portions of our 2021 
Grand Chapter Session will be broadcast there live giving an opportunity for more members 
to attend our Grand Chapter from their own homes during the ongoing impacts of COVID-
19. Thank you to all who administer this communication link.  We hope its reach and 
benefits will continue to expand. 
 
Monthly I have communicated through the newsletters and publications available to me. 
Quarterly we are represented with an article in the Nebraska Mason publication. These 
tried and true forms of printed communication continue to serve us well.  Thank you to all 
who have assisted with photos, stories and content for this communications.  

 
Adapting to a Global Pandemic 

“You never know how strong you are, until being strong is the only choice you 
have.”      Author Unknown 

“Our journey with the pandemic has given us opportunities and challenges. Meeting them 
and addressing them have allowed us to see just how strong we are as a jurisdiction, 
chapters and members. Thank you for your diligence, faithfulness, determination and 
patience as we continue to journey with the challenges and risks of the presence of 
COVID-19.” 

 
This is from the opening remarks of my February, 2021 letter to our chapters sharing the 
guidelines and information for their meetings, business transactions, events, and 
gatherings for that month. It was the twelfth consecutive month that our chapters received a 
letter of this type from the Worthy Grand Patron and myself.  
 
On March 13, 2020 when the national emergency was declared none of us knew that 
thirteen months later our lives would still be so dramatically impacted by a global pandemic. 
It was apparent that immediate actions and precautions were needed but the broad 
sweeping changes and how long we would need to respond from a perspective of caution 
for our members was not known and would only reveal itself one moment after another. 
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I have the greatest respect for our first responders, health care workers, essential workers, 
educators, civil servants, scientists and officials whose journeys through these months 
have been much more dramatic and urgent than mine. Daily their lives were placed in the 
path of the virus. They needed to fight to protect, save and restore the health and lives of 
our nation. I have been able to hunker down and limit my exposure to the virus while trying 
to generate the guidelines, support and encouragement to protect our members and our 
Order. I have felt a sense of needing to remain as safe as possible to continue my vow of 
service. I felt a sense of connection to each of you that I not take a risk I would not 
recommend for any of you. But my role pales in comparison to those on the front lines who 
tried each day, each week, each month, each season to make the best decisions possible 
and give us the best information and research results for charting a course that was low 
risk but livable.  The reality is, for thirteen months none of us regularly have had an 
anticipation of our world beyond the immediate next few days. We have made this journey 
one day at a time doing what we determined to be the best for that day. 
 
The cancellation of a Grand Chapter Session has not occurred in Nebraska since 1945. 
While a step we did not take lightly and was made with one voice, the March 18, 2020 
meeting of our group of seventeen was just the first step of addressing how to meet head 
on the pandemic and chart a course for our membership. Prayers for health and comfort 
have guarded us. Prayers for the ability to adapt in the face of such change and challenges 
have flowed. Prayers for each of you have been daily. Prayers for vision and understanding 
of what step should be our next have dominated. 
 
Each month the expectations for what was needed to be low risk and regard the safety of 
our members would be determined and communicated. Thank you for your faithfulness. 
Thank your for you patience. Together we make a difference. It became apparent in those 
early weeks that we needed to stay connected, watch out for each other, and take the 
journey one step at a time. A perspective of wisdom that I gleaned early on was that no 
matter how many lives were affected by the infection, the greatest impact of the pandemic 
would not be physical. I heard the perspective shared early on by a doctor who believed the 
greatest impact would not be on our physical health if we contracted the virus but would be 
upon our mental health. Following that prediction, our communications, connections and 
relational engagements would be vital. Our communications became as urgent of a focus 
as that of chartering a course for low risk physical behaviors through social distancing, 
masking and sanitizing. 
 
Broadening our reach and effectiveness of communications was being implemented. The 
messages to share addressed and encouraged taking care of each other and staying in 
touch. For the month of April we not only encouraged reaching out and checking on each 
other and also shared who had begin to sew masks for healthcare workers and front line 
responders. Our focus in May was to share a greeting, check on each other, send a 
greeting card. More than a thousand greeting cards were distributed to chapters to send 
and share. In May we also began Saturday Morning Zoom Socials as an opportunity for 
members to connect and see each other over a cup of coffee. Through the summer we 
continued to meet almost every Saturday morning. An exciting new technology and a totally 
new experience was welcomed for staying in touch. In June our communications were 
designed around the theme of “Seize the Month of June” and encouraged chapters to 
consider the 5 c’s of: creative thinking, common sense, communication, collaboration, and 
critical care as they planned for another month of no meetings or gatherings. As the months 
passed we were continuing to miss seeing each other.  July became the month of the “Dilly 
Dally”. As research determined that sunshine, outdoor spaces, and brief socially distant 
encounters were lower risk the plan to take a summer treat (like ice cream or a Dilly Bar) to 
the driveway of members and friends and stay for a brief social time was developed and 
encouraged. Chapters and members made plans to meet and greet. Videos can be seen 
on our YouTube channel of some of the socials that have been shared. “Hang On” was our 
next message and theme. Communications encouraged chapters and members to create 
and deliver to the front door knob of friends and members a “Blessing Bag” sharing a 
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message of encouragement and hope. More than 1500 gift bags were distributed by Grand 
Chapter to our chapters for filling and distributing. Many chapters had gift bags beyond our 
distribution and I estimate than in excess of two thousand “Blessing Bags” were filled and 
given. Videos from “Hang On” experiences through the months of August and September 
have been shared and are saved on our YouTube channel. The focus and communications 
of October encouraged and shared to “Stay Connected” finding new opportunities to reach 
out to each other and to our communities and first responders. And then in November we 
communicated to that we needed to “Do it S’more” and shared suggestions for treat bags to 
be delivered and shared with S’more ingredients and a message of encouragement. 
Our chapters were directed to close in March 16, 2020. Permission was granted for 
meetings that were brief and low risk to open in August following specific guidelines if their 
members were comfortable being together as defined in the guidelines. No dispensations 
were required for chapters to not meet due to the risks of infection, I asked that each 
chapter communicate with me whether or not they met and to give me a sense of how their 
communities were fairing in this time challenge. During the next few months the risk of 
infection remained fairly stable until the cooler weather and holidays approached and rates 
of infection and death climbed dramatically. Some chapters gathered for a month or two 
and then did not meet again. A few were able to continue to meet. Additional guidelines 
and directives were issued that applied to our required exemplifications, election of officers 
and installations.  Together we charted a course for doing as much as we could while 
respecting members’ concerns and comfort levels and while maintaining low risks. As 
infection rates declined with the approach of spring, chapters were given permission to 
move into Phase 2 guidelines for March 2021 meetings. Phase 2 guidelines allow for 
balloting, initiations and introductions.  All directives, executive orders and guidelines 
issued in the 2019-2021 expire with the end of my term. 
 
Our 2021 Session of Grand Chapter will not look like our traditional format or agenda. We 
will follow our law for timing of specific business and actions but where we can shorten the 
days together we have; therefore, lowering our risks of transmission and facilitating greater 
attendance by our members. Thank you to everyone for your patience and willingness to 
adapt our format so that we can move forward in leadership, share some socially distant 
fellowship, and celebrate our enduring hope as we move toward our new normal. Electronic 
media will allow us to share some portions of the session via Facebook live. This 
opportunity allows members to participate in portions of Grand Chapter from the safety and 
comfort of their own homes. We hope our endeavors succeed and that the session is 
beneficial and valuable for those who can attend and accessible to those who cannot. 
Thank you for the wisdom and leadership of the Board of Grand Trustees who has taken 
action for Grand Chapter funds to pay for the meals of our members. Thank you for your 
support and encouragement. 
 
I pray that our next Worthy Grand Matron Sister Dottie and Worthy Grand Patron Brother 
David will serve without the need of the restrictive guidelines and directives. However, I 
know if needed they will establish guidelines based on the risks and challenges of COVID-
19 or any other national emergency that might arise. They too will be blessed with the 
strength, courage and support of those around them.  The blessings and providence that 
we have experienced will also be showered upon them. Thank you all for your support, 
encouragement and faithfulness to each other. 

 
A Milestone 

Setting goals and developing plans to move toward achieving them is a process that is not 
foreign to us. Our chapters, our Grand Chapter, our General Grand Chapter engage in this 
process frequently as we prepare for each year and each term and hope to engage our 
members in relevant and valuable experiences. And so it was as Worthy Grand Patron 
Bruce and I prepared for our year of service to our Grand Chapter. For years we pondered 
what we could and should to to benefit our Grand Chapter and each member. Plans can 
change especially as conditions, challenges and needs evolve. It is humbling to reach this 
point in our journey of love and service and look back to evaluate what has happened 
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around us. Even with the onset of the pandemic and its challenges, our Grand Chapter and 
its faithful servants have continued to adapt and move forward. 
 
In 2017 Sister Anita Sohm as Worthy Grand Matron appointed the first Service and 
Therapy Dog Standing Committee in our Grand Chapter. These dedicated team members 
have worked hard and fast. Groundwork has led to foundational success and even in the 
face of a global pandemic a dreamlike goal has been reached, revealed and now begins to 
be realized. Our primary philanthropy of the dogs has the opportunity to grow even more 
significantly with having engaged in the creation of a public charity (OES STAR DOGS OF 
NEBRASKA, INC.) I believe that even in this challenging time, a milestone has been 
reached. What a privilege to have been a part of the team that has realized the 
achievement of this goal. I look forward to all that lies ahead as OES STAR DOGS OF 
NEBRASKA, INC. grows and matures. Thank you to all who have been engaged in this 
effort and are now engaged with the public charity. 
 
Forming a 501c(3) incorporated public charity is no small task. However, once you have 
received that designation it is time to go to work and bring to reality the function of the 
corporation. In the midst of the social distance how do you communicate and launch a new 
corporation? The Board decided not to wait out the pandemic determined to share the 
news and begin their work via a virtual surprise reveal. Scheduled for 1/1/21 and a way to 
celebrate the arrival of a new year, a virtual dinner, presentations, and auction were 
planned. Members and friends were invited to the event. We estimate five hundred 
members and friends joined the event from small gathering locations and from the safety of 
their homes. The virtual live cast emanated from the Scottish Rite Center in Lincoln.  
 
Thank you to those who acted as hostesses to help spread the word and encourage 
participation in the event. Individuals prepared their own meal, shared fellowship wherever 
they were and enjoyed entertained by the “COVID-19 TRIO” who performed live in Lincoln. 
Following dinner, Sister Betty Kirby, PGM spoke and directed participants to open their 
Reveal Gift Packets. 
 
I share with you here the message that accompanied the gift packet to each attender of the 
1/1/21 REVEAL: 
 
Dear Sisters, Brothers, Friends, and Encouragers, 
Welcome to this celebration and revelation! You are among the first to hear and know 
about 
OES STAR DOGS OF NEBRASKA, INC. .  Tonight we celebrate the official announcement 
of the Nebraska Eastern Star vision brought to life in this public charity. Tonight we 
celebrate the engagement of this charity that will open the door to a wide range of 
opportunities for our loving and serving through the dogs. New possibilities, new 
relationships, new fundraising for the dogs will be our reality!  OES STAR DOGS OF 
NEBRASKA, INC.  provides a firm foundation for building, growing and sharing the great 
gifts of our Nebraska Star Dogs. Thank you for joining us in this kick off!  We hope you will 
engage with your energy, involvement and support as we move forward with this public 
charity. 
 
It is no small accomplishment to have reached this plateau. Please join me in recognizing 
and thanking those whose vision, dedication, diligence, patience, and hard work have 
made this public charity a reality!  This journey began prior to the 2009 General Grand 
Chapter Triennium with the appointment of the first Service Dog Committee. In 2015, the 
membership formally adopted Service Dogs as its primary identifying charity and a steering 
committee was appointed for the triennium to formulate the Service Dog program. 
Throughout those first six years as the development of this philanthropy began, PGM of 
Nebraska Betty Kirby was appointed and served on the General Grand Chapter 
Committee. 
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In 2017, WGM Anita Sohm appointed as a special committee the original five members 
who began developing Nebraska Grand Chapter’s preparation for the project. At the Grand 
Chapter session of 2018 the Service and Therapy Dog Committee by vote of the Grand 
Chapter became a Nebraska Grand Chapter Standing Committee. The General Grand 
Chapter Service Dogs program was officially launched at the last Triennial Session on 
November 1, 2018 in Orlando.  

 
In 2019, as the energy and “paws-i-tive” impact of the dogs began to grow within 
Nebraska, the need became apparent to grow from our own ranks a public charity that 
could build a broader base and serve to enhance the mechanism for future growth.  Thus 
began the legal work and application efforts to form this 501c(3)  public charity. More than a 
decade of hard work, wisdom and vision are acknowledged tonight as the Board of 
Directors and first corps of officers are in place to begin this profound next step in the 
history of our Grand Chapter and the outreach of our Order. 

 
As the Board of Directors, we thank  you for your presence and participation. Thank you for 
joining us as together we begin this journey to serve and share the greatness of the dogs. 
 
With gratitude and great expectations, 
Betty Kirby, PGM, President              Cyn Norman, PGM, Vice President                      
Nan Rix, PM, Secretary                                    Lorrie Bryant, PM, Treasurer                  
Judy Wehrbein, PGM, GGCCM                                          Dian Larsen, PM 
Beth Benson, PM                                                                  Rick Myers, PP                                                      
Jan Thoman, PGM          Karan Birdsall, WGM           Bruce A. Baker, WGP 
 
 
In addition to the announcement of the public charity each gift packet included a handmade 
mask showing off dog paws and a car magnet with the logo of the public charity. Both items 
designed to show off and start sharing the word of the existence of OES Star Dogs of 
Nebraska, Inc. 
 
Special gratitude is extended you  Most Worshipful Ron Stites Grand Master and his wife 
Tami (325) for joining in the celebration and live cast. Brother Ron (325) acted as 
auctioneer and boosted the sales to become the first official financial event donation to the 
public charity. Thank you to Brother Dennis Rix, Past Grand Master for acting as the 
Master of Ceremonies for the event and Brothers Bruce A. Baker WGP, Past Grand Master 
and Brother Rick Myers Past Grand Master for bringing virtual greetings. 
 
Together the inaugural Board of Directors collaborated to orchestrate an event that was a 
“first” for our Grand Chapter and a memorable celebration of the great reveal. Thank you to 
Sisters Keri Straub (269) and Tiffany Westerholt (271) for facilitating the technology to bring 
to reality the event. Their energy, expertise and determination brought to life the vision.  
 
A dream come true and a goal realized. Here’s to the blessings that can be shared from 
this formation of this public charity as we strive to advance the projects, awareness and 
reach of the dogs. 
 

Working Together for the Same Outcome 
As we move forward with our primary philanthropy being our relationship with the dogs, I 
share this this description of how the public charity, our General Grand Chapter Committee 
Member for Service Dogs, our Service and Therapy Dog Standing Committee of Grand 
Chapter, and the Special Project “Paws Up” of the WGM/WGP: 
 

EXPLANATION OF DIFFERENT PROJECTS AND COMMITTEES 
To define each current project and explain the scope, here is a brief outline that may help 
members: 
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1.  General Grand Chapter Committee Service Dogs Committee.  Current member is 
Judy Wehrbein, PGM (189).  At the 2015 Triennium of the General Grand Chapter, 
support of Service Dogs was designated as the primary and permanent identifying charity 
of the Order of the Eastern Star 

a.  Is identified as a member of the General Grand Chapter Standing Committees 
called the Service Dogs Committee.  This is a three-year appointment. 
b.  Is the liaison to the General Grand Chapter Service Dogs Committee 
Chairperson and reports on all of the activities that are taking place in the 
Jurisdiction, including fundraising projects, Grand Chapter involvement for that 
jurisdiction, and plans and objectives of the Jurisdiction regarding service dog 
activities. 
c.  Provides support and acts as a good will ambassador to those involved 
throughout the Order in the promotion of Service Dogs, both inside Nebraska and 
also to other Grand Jurisdictions. 
d.  Proceeds of her sales of pins, magnets, etc., are used at her discretion, but 
will stay in the Jurisdiction and are used to promote service dogs projects within 
the Jurisdiction.   

 
2.  WGM and WGM “Paws Up Project”.   Organized by WGM Karan Birdsall and WGP 
Bruce Baker. 

a.  This is the special project and, under normal circumstances, would only have 
been for one year.  However, this will be an ongoing project until May 2021, 
because of the cancellation of Grand Chapter in May 2020. 
b. Funds raised by this special project will be used to support the service dogs 
philanthropy, and the distribution of the funds will be determined by the WGM 
and WGP.   
c. The sales table items that are displayed at visitations, receptions, etc. provide 
the means of raising funds for these projects.  Also, the proceeds of the silent 
auction at Grand Chapter go towards the WGM and WGP special project. 

 
3.  Grand Chapter Service and Therapy Dog Committee.  Current members are Lorrie 
Bryant (271), Chairperson, Nan Rix (92), Dian Larsen (39), Betty Kirby, PGM (153) and 
Tammy Gass (246). 

a.  This is a Standing Committee of the Nebraska Grand Chapter.  It always will 
have five members serving who work their way up to the Chairperson in the 5th 
year of service. 
b.  This Committee works with the Worthy Grand Matron and the General Grand 
Chapter 
Committee member assigned to the Nebraska Grand Chapter in advocating for 
the Service and Therapy Dog philanthropy of the Order, utilizing the guidelines 
established by the General Grand Chapter.   
c.  The Committee raises funds through various projects as determined by the 
Committee.  Funds are used to support organizations that train service and 
therapy dogs, to assist in expenses of dogs that have been placed, and to 
support any other project that has been determined by the committee to be of 
value to the promotion of Service and Therapy Dogs.   
d.  Members of the Committee act as advocates to all Nebraska Chapters and 
their members in promoting their support of the Service and Therapy Dog 
Project. 

 
4.  Star Dogs of Nebraska, Inc.  Current Board members are:  Betty Kirby PGM (153), 
Chairperson, Cyn Norman PGM (279), Vice Chairman, Nan Rix (92), Secretary, Lorrie 
Bryant (271), Treasurer, Judy Wehrbein PGM (189), and Dian Larsen (39).  Karan 
Birdsall  WGM (271) and Bruce Baker WGP (39) are ex-officio members of the Board 
of Directors. 

a.  Star Dogs of Nebraska Inc. is independent of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska 
and operates as a 501I(3) public organization, as recognized by the IRS. 
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b.  Contributions to the 501I(3) can qualify as tax-deductible 
c.  Contributions can be solicited from parties and organizations outside the 
Grand Chapter of Nebraska. 
d.  Will be engaged in actively seeking wills, bequests, corporate donations, etc., 
to further advance the promotion of Service and Therapy Dogs. 

 
Recognitions 

It is a privilege to prepare to recognize, honor and congratulate our chapters and members 
at our 2021 Enduring Hope Grand Chapter Session. You indeed have endured many 
challenges and changes during the term of 2019-2021 and we salute you. Thank you for 
your dedication and service to your chapter and members. I appreciate you have taken the 
time to share engagement, spread encouragement, and demonstrate loving kindness of our 
Order within your chapters and to your members. We can see the light on the horizon and a 
new normal as the impacts of the pandemic become less critical. We have endured great 
challenges and it is my privilege to recognize in some small way your efforts and 
contributions. We continue to pray for the day when we can gather and meet with our in 
person traditions. Thank you for your faithfulness and dedication! 
 
At the Grand Chapter Session we will recognize : 
Rob Morris Membership Program  
BELOVED CHALLENGES : recognizing those who have met the challenge to:  1)Brighten 
the day. 2) Energize your Chapter. 3) Lift another.  
4)Open a door. 5) Vitalize yourself. 6) Enhance the future.  7) Dive in. 
DILLY DALLY Socials  
HANG ON BAGS 
The “PAWS UP SALUTE”:  2019-2021 has been a time of challenges and change. 
Together we make a difference in the lives of our members and chapters. Who in your 
chapter has gone above and beyond to encourage your members, reach out in 
communication, and serve with love, compassion, and kindness? You, your Worthy Matron, 
your Worthy Patron or ANY MEMBER can nominate  another member. 
 
Chapters and members recognized at the Grand Chapter Session will be shared after the 
Session. 

 
Appreciation 

 
“Dwell on the beauty of life. 

 Watch the stars and see yourself running with them.” Marcus Aurelis 

Running with the stars is what I have experienced as I have journeyed through the 
appointments and advancing line as a Grand Officer for the Grand Chapter of Nebraska. In 
this term of 2019-2021 these stars have surrounded us and shined even more brightly. I 
offer my appreciation for your faithfulness and dedication through how you have served 
these past two years. 

To Temple Chapter #271, Lincoln: It has been sixty-five years since Temple Chapter 
#271 was the home chapter of the Worthy Grand Matron. I hope you have enjoyed this 
opportunity to share and love on our Grand Chapter and its members. It is my privilege to 
be a member of Temple Chapter and to have shared the work and joys with you. Thank 
you for all of your dedication and support. 

To Acacia Chapter #39, Hastings: Thank you for all the courtesies that you have 
extended to me and to Tim. It has been a privilege to serve with you, work with you, and 
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enjoy your friendship. Your hard work for each event you hosted is so appreciated. Thank 
you. 

To the Worthy Grand Patron, Bruce A. Baker: Thank you for your partnership and 
willingness to do the work it takes to make a difference in the health and abundance of our 
Order and our Grand Chapter. Your leadership has been a blessing to our chapters and 
members. Not every day has been pleasant or easy. We have faced a journey with 
challenges beyond our imagination and I am honored that you were my partner. Some of 
your Past Grand Master peers asked me to be sure and give you a smooth and easy ride. 
Well, that didn’t happen. But you have had the strength, vision and stamina to handle this 
job. Your ability to read and impart the law is an amazing gift (especially impressive for a 
railroader). Thank you for all the ways you have served. And now as we reach the final 
days of this journey I hope you feel satisfied and pleased with what we have delivered for 
our members. Here’s to a few days of rest and relaxation! 

To the Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons: Your dedication and ongoing 
commitments to our Grand Chapter is inspiring. Thank you for your engagement in our 
term. Thank you for your support, encouragement, wisdom and experience as we have 
taken the responsibility to chart the 2019-2021 journey of our Grand Chapter. As mentors 
and friends you have blessed us. Your varied talents, skills and energies serve our Grand 
Chapter well. Thank you for all your service and engagement. 

To Sister Brenda McGuire, Past Grand Matron and Brother Delbert Rogers, Past 
Grand Patron: Seems like yesterday the three of us were gathered in the back corner of 
the Haythorn Ranch event center for the area visitation and you asked if I would accept 
your door appointment. Shock flooded my veins. I could not wrap my mind around the 
moment. I hope the table grace I offered as Grand Chaplain shortly after that moment was 
coherent. It was a long dark drive back to Ogallala that night and and even longer one back 
to Lincoln the next day as so many thoughts, concerns, fears and questions flooded my 
mind. It has been an amazing journey. Thank you for the opportunity and the assurances. 
My biological mom was a Texan, and now a fraternal mom with the same roots. What a 
blessing you have been in my life. 

To Sister Cheryl Beckius, Past Grand Matron and Brother Gary Brhel, Past Grand 
Patron: Thank you for appointing Brother Bruce to serve our Grand Chapter as Worthy 
Grand Patron and for the timing to be that he shared the journey with me. None of us knew 
what the years would entail, but isn’t that always true? Thank you for your support and 
encouragement. Thank you for your ongoing dedication to our Grand Chapter as a Trustee 
and on Jurisprudence.  

To Sister Dottie Arent, Associate Grand Matron and Brother David A. Wetrosky, 
Associate Grand Patron: What a privilege and joy to know and share our Grand Chapter 
journeys. I have valued our years together in the Advancing Line. I have such respect for 
your abilities, and your plans for the coming year of our Grand Chapter. It is my desire to 
support and encourage you each step of the way. God bless you both and may you be 
blessed as you serve our membership.  

To Sister Jan Thoman PGM, our Grand Secretary: My vocabulary is not equipped with 
enough right words to paint the portrait of your gift to our Grand Chapter and our members. 
Year after year your dedication is unparalleled. You have the ability to bring out the best in 
each WGM/WGP and serve them as it they were your only ones. Your thoughtful attention 
to detail, wisdom of perspective, and selfless service blesses our Grand chapter and our 
members. Dear Sister and friend, may our gratitude make smooth some of the rough spots. 
Thank you for all you do and how you do it. 
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To Sister Karla Lawler, Grand Treasurer: The genuine love and joy that enters the room 
with you is such a gift to each of us. You may carry the responsibilities of an accountant but 
you share the gifts that come with your sparkle, your energy and your artistry. Thank you 
for sharing your musical gifts.  Thank you for investing all you are with each of us. I 
treasure knowing you my dear Sister and friend. 

To Sisters Laurie Sieg, Grand Conductress and Linda Dubry, Associate Grand 
Conductress: You are such loving, dedicated, capable Grand Officers. Your gifts through 
serving and advancing through the line will be beneficial for our members. Thank you for 
your beautiful spirits that exude beautiful work and loving service. Your gifts as District 
Grand Supervisors and to our Schools have been generous and effective. This has been a 
term of “hurry up and wait”, of “peaks and valleys”, and of dramatic adaptations. Your 
flexibility has blessed us all. Your preparation and polish are dramatically evident. Thank 
you for all of your hard work, support and participation. I am eager for your terms as WGM 
and offer my support and labors. Thank you also for marrying the right men. Brother Ken 
and Brother Dennis have worked so hard to facilitate the wide variety of events and 
projects with which we have been engaged. They are priceless. We are blessed. 

To our Appointed Grand Officers: Being able to travel to each of you and asking you to 
serve in the Enduring Hope Grand family was such a joy, one I will always savor. Then 
being able to announce your appointment to your chapter was again such a privilege and 
honor. Thank you for saying yes. Thank you for saying yes again. You are the first corps of 
Grand Officers in 75 years to be given this challenge. We are so grateful for you tenacity 
and willingness.  In 2019 you rolled up your sleeves and went to work at so many 
Constellations and events side-by-side with our chapters and members. Thank you for your 
gift of service and partnership. You brought life and fresh air everywhere you have gone. 
Thank you for bringing your families along on the road. You have kept us young and full of 
glee. Your ritual work has been of the highest caliber and impact. Thank you for your honor 
and reverence for our Ritual. Charity, truth and loving kindness is our dedication and you 
have shared it in all roles. Thank you. We are eager to be able to renew our fellowship time 
together and look forward to our life long friendships. 

To our Grand Companions: Dear Guardians of the Galaxy, thank you! Your job 
description changed dramatically as you were serving. Our appreciation for you is without 
limits. You have been such a joy to travel with and share fellowship with. Thank you for all 
of your hard work when we were on the road travelling, building parade entries, carrying 
sales items and sound equipment. Your hard work is appreciated. Thank you for the 
richness you have added to the fabric of our family. It has been a special joy to have so 
many family members of our Grand officers taking time to be on the road with us. You have 
shared such happiness, joy and hope with each event. I am looking forward all the 
fellowship and reunions we will share in the years ahead. 

To our Grand Representatives: The global pandemic is changing how we travel and how 
you can connect with our Sisters and Brothers of other jurisdictions. This means that things 
don’t look the same or work the same as they “always have”. I thank you for your 
dedication and hope your creativity will engage to keep rich the relationships you are able 
to make and nurture as a Grand Representative. Use electronic media as you are able to 
keep your relationships alive and I hope soon travel will become low risk and you will be 
able to travel to your jurisdictions. Savor your term of your commission. Thank you for 
representing us well. It was my distinct honor to recommend each of you and very special 
memories for the opportunities I have had to personally present your commissions. God 
speed as you reach across the borders to serve our Order. 

To the District Grand Supervisors: Thank you for accepting the call to serve again in 
2020 and then again in 2021. Our chapters are blessed by their relationships with you. 
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Your proficiency and skills to instruct are vital. Your ability to adapt to our 2021 Supervisors 
virtual preparation and the statewide School of Instruction was amazing. Your 
presentations gave instruction to our chapters and their opportunity to see you all. Both 
were so beneficial. It is a privilege to serve with you. Thank you for how you do all you do. 

To the Grand Chapter Committee Members: You are hardworking and talented 
individuals. Together you magnify our possibilities and take care of the details that 
strengthen us to move forward. Thank you for your dedicated care and service to our 
members. Keep up the great work. 

To the Board of Grand Trustees: Thank you for your vision and leadership. Your 
responsibility to handle the financial affairs of our Grand Chapter is vast. As the stock 
market crashed early in 2020 you were able to stay the course and advise for the health of 
our financial assets while maintaining the important details of our Grand Chapter that 
needed to continue to be funded so to keep our projects able and functioning. Meeting our 
obligations as well as attending to our opportunities has been a worthy challenge. Thank 
you for how you have served. Thank you for your vision to use our assets to enrich the 
value of membership to those who are our Nebraska members. Thank you for your support 
and encouragement as we have navigated this term. 

To the the Advisory Board members Sisters Brenda McGuire PGM, Betty Garwood 
PGM and Susan Andreasen PGM: You knew before this term began that I viewed your 
benefits to our Grand Chapter and to this term as far beyond just the Supervisors’ School 
responsibilities. And so it has been. You have been engaged in communications, decisions, 
and our journey every step of the way because of your wisdom, dignity, and grace and I 
hoped those traits would be reflected in what we did and how we did it. I have leaned upon 
you many times and at times I was quietly questioning how to move forward one of you 
would reach out to me and ask “How’s it going?”. Your  thoughtful attention and insight 
have brought me encouragement and perseverance. You have made such a difference in 
my journey. Thank you!  

To the “Group of Seventeen”: You have never officially been appointed to this title, you 
willingly stepped up to the table when called upon to become the wisdom, stability, stamina 
and sounding board for our challenging journey. Your eyes on the course of this pandemic 
are a blessing. Your ears for the needs and challenges of our members have been an 
essential ingredient in our decisions and actions. I have leaned upon your heart for doing 
things the best way possible for as many as possible. You have listened and offered 
perspective as the toughest choices were on the table. I appreciate your knowledge and 
vision and have been blessed by trusting your input and participation. Thank you for 
engaging in the undecorated role. 

To Sister Susie: What a blessing to be the B-Team with you! You bring so much to the 
table of our journey and our ability to serve the needs of our members. Thank you for your 
years of dedicated service as a District Grand Supervisor. Your wisdom, knowledge and 
experience have been a blessing and a comfort for me.  You bring things to this team that I 
cannot. Thank you for your diligence and patience. Travelling and sharing Charlie with our 
members has been such a blessing. Telling the story of why the dogs are so important 
happens every time Charlie walks into a room. Thank you! May peace, joy and satisfaction 
be yours long after our term has faded into history. Here’s to more mountain time. 

To Brother Tim: Wow! What a ride! Thank you for being so engaged, supportive, 
encouraging and faithful to these “trips around the sun”. When I served Temple Chapter as 
Worthy Matron a decade ago, you were there supporting and taking part in each detail. 
Now Temple Chapter Worthy Matrons receive hand crafted gavels from you heart and off 
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the tips of your fingers. Little did we know this journey would ever be ours. Thank you for 
being a part of each detail, each decision, each moment as my confidant and comforter. 
Thank you for your great ideas and energy. The stained glass that surrounds us now is so 
symbolic of this journey. When represented with an obstacle you saw the opportunity. You 
have hauled and carried. You have managed behind the scenes details. You have faithfully 
given the gift of sound to our events and your talents have given birth to so many beautiful 
gifts and mementos. Thank you for your joy in this journey. Thank you for your patience as 
our calendar has been very dedicated to Nebraska and our members. I appreciate your 
desire to be on the road to chapters and events in the coming years and I know it is 
because you love these members and chapters deeply. Thank you for being you! I love 
you….. more! 

To our Worthy Matrons, Worthy Patrons, Secretaries: The dedication and hard work 
you abundantly offer our Order, Grand Chapter and your own chapters is priceless. Our 
Order depends on your gifts, talents, and willingness. You insure the richness of our Order. 
You handle detail after detail, event and event, and year after year. The strength of our 
chain is the result of your links. You are valued and appreciated. Thank you! 

To the Membership: You are the focus of our dedication and service. We pray that we 
have in some small ways encouraged your membership. The dedication and faithfulness 
you offer our Grand Chapter are significant and humbling. It has been our privilege to serve 
you. We pray in some small way we have helped the value of your membership grow like a 
wise investment. Thank you. God Bless you all. 

Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an 
honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life 

around.   Leo Buscaglia 

You all are valued, appreciated and loved.  Thank you! 

Conclusion 
 

“Hope and fear cannot occupy the same space.  
Invite one to stay.”     Maya Angelou 

 
As the Enduring Hope Grand Chapter term began on May 16, 2019 my words shared with 
you were that our time as Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron would be brief 
and as soon as we were experienced we would be finished. That has not proven to be true 
as our 365 days grew to 730. However, the three great truths I did share in my remarks are 
even more true today than they were two years ago. I remind you in these final words that 
1) YOU ARE LOVED. We love you. We love each other. You are immeasurably loved by 
the Creator of the universe. You are his beloved. 2) YOU ARE VALUED, VALUABLE and 
ABLE.  You are our enduring hope. 3) Because of numbers one and two: YOU MUST DO 
SOMETHING! Our heavenly Father created only one of you and breathed your very life into 
your lungs. Your life is your gift from Him, what you do with your life is your gift to Him. 
 
As the global pandemic brought the national emergency upon us, I realized that the only 
other time in the history of our Grand Chapter were cancellation had been necessary was 
the 1944-1946 term. Exactly 75 years ago World War II made necessary that 
postponement. I reached for the shelf in the Grand Chapter office and took down that book 
of proceedings. I have spent a great deal of time with Worthy Grand Matron Edna Malony 
and her words. Even though the journey of the postponement she lived was different that 
ours, she endured sacrifice and rations during the visible military battle while we have 
battled an unknown invisible invasive enemy. I have gleaned advice and perspective from 
her journey. I would like to close my report with the words she closed her report with in 

https://www.azquotes.com/author/2238-Leo_Buscaglia


181 

1946. Edna wrote these words: “My greatest satisfaction and joy, as I submit this record of 
my service, lies in the fact that peace has come to dwell once more among us. May we so 
order our lives that we will, in our post war world, be a mighty factor in helping build a 
lasting peace.” 
 
Sisters and Brothers, it has been my honor and privilege to serve you and to serve along 
side Brother Bruce. As we draw closer to sound public health dwelling once more among 
us, may we be a mighty factor in joyful and peaceful living. I encourage you to: Have Faith, 
Live with Hope, and Share His Great Love! And … together – Let’s Do Something Great! 
Let’s continue to lead with charity, truth and loving kindness. 
 
Respectfully submitted with Star love, gratitude and great expectations, 
 
Karan Birdsall 
Worthy Grand Matron 2019-2021 
 

 
“The joy of life is in living it 
and doing things of worth; 

In making bright and beautiful 
all the barren spots of earth; 

In facing odds and mastering them 
And rising from defeat; 

And making true what once was false 
And what was bitter sweet. 

 
For only he knows perfect joy 

Whose little bit of soil; 
Is richer ground than what it was 

When he began to toil.” 
 

Helen Steiner Rice 
 
  Report of the Worthy Grand Patron 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Likewise, and I can take the hint -- Worthy Grand Matron, Past Grand 
Matrons, Past Grand Patrons:  My entire report is ready in the  publication and with your 
kind indulgence I will not read said report, and if you ever have one of those sleepless 
nights, feel free to read the entire report.    Thank you.  (Standing Applause) 
 
In compliance with the BYLAWS GOVERNING THE GRAND CHAPTER OF THE 
ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR OF THE STATE OF NEBRASKA (Sec. 7 & Sec. 11 
(6)) for this Grand Jurisdiction, I offer this written report of my official acts as Worthy 
Grand Patron, and acknowledge that my counter-signature has appeared on all 
checks issued by the Grand Chapter as required. 
 
This report includes what I’ll reference as “The Good, The Bad and The Ugly”; not 
very original to be sure. 
 
T0 WGM Sister Karan:  It’s with the upmost sincerity that I thank you for your service to 
our Order!  One of my favorite quotes, that I use very rarely fits you perfectly; “leaders are 
not made by a crisis, only revealed by one”.  Your Faith, compassion, vision, energy, and 
concern have served you and our Membership well.  I’m truly humbled by the opportunity to 
serve with you as your Worthy Grand Patron, and sincerely respect your integrity and 
passion; Thank You! 
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To my Grand Companion:  Sister Susie, my wife and “official” companion for the past 5 
years, and the 42 previous years, I thank you for your support, council and unconditional 
love.  Your sense of humor, dedication, persistence and patience has played a huge part in 
my success and survival these past 5 years.  
 
To our Grand Secretary Sister Jan:  Your dedication to our Order and its values is 
nothing short of amazing.  You have that rarely found ability to listen, and council from a 
position of knowledge, compassion, and history.  My sincere Thank You!  Beyond a 
position of gratitude, I’m proud to call you my Sister and my Friend; you are a blessing to 
our Membership. 
 
To our WGM’s Grand Companion Brother Tim:  I appreciate all you have done to make 
this journey successful and enjoyable.  Your Friendship is valued; Thank You! 
 
To our Grand Officers and Companions:  It is hard to imagine the size of our bank 
accounts, if Karan and I could choose investment stocks as well as we chose the 2019-
2021 Grand Officers.  Everything you bring to the table, from your incredible dedication to 
our Membership, our Ritual and each other, to your willingness to serve an additional year 
without complaint, makes me so very grateful and proud.  It has been such a joy to watch 
the Enduring Hope Grand Family grow (Liam & Grace).  You and your Companions have 
traveled many miles and pitched in without being asked; Thank You! 
 
To our District Grand Supervisors:  Your service to our Chapters and our Order’s ritual is 
truly invaluable.  Your willingness to serve, and adjust during this pandemic is a credit to 
you individually, and  
an inspiration to our Members. 
 
To the Jurisprudence Committee & Board of Grand Trustees:  Beyond your willingness 
to serve our Grand Chapter, my sincere thanks for your timely, and well thought out 
responses to our questions, your good council, and constant support during the 
unprecedented challenges of the past two years. 
 
To PGP Brother Jim Brown:  Most Worshipful Brother Jim, I thank you for agreeing to 
serve as Parliamentarian for the Enduring Hope Grand Chapter Session. 
 
To Acacia Chapter & Temple Chapter:  Thank you for the support and love you have 
shown me and Sister Karan. 
To PGM Sister Cheryl & PGP Brother Gary:  I’m sure that you, like many others, 
including me, wonder what you were thinking when you appointed me as Grand Sentinel, 
and while we may never know the answer to that question, I thank you for your confidence 
in me, and the opportunity to serve our Order. 
 
To All Grand Chapter Committee Members:  Thank you for your service to our Grand 
Chapter and our Members.  Countless hours are invested in meetings, reports, events, etc.; 
your efforts are truly appreciated. 
 
To our Arrangement & Session Committees; it goes without saying that our Enduring 
Hope Grand Chapter Session would be a disaster at best or nonexistent if it were not for 
your dedication, organization, and hard work.  Thank You! 
   
. 

WGP OFFICIAL VISITS 
2019 
03/23 & 24      Enduring Hope Grand Family get together/meetings,  Weeping                  
Water, NE 
 
05/14-16         Nebraska Grand Chapter Session w/Charlie, Kearney, NE 
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05/17              Enduring Hope Grand Family informational  & start  
       up mtgs,  Kearney, NE 

05/19        Temple Chapter #271 Charter Celebration,  Lincoln, NE 
05/28-31         Masonic All Star Marching Band Camp w/Charlie, Kearney, NE 
 
06/01               Shrine Bowl Parade & Football Game w/Charli,  Kearney, NE 
06/02               Enduring Hope Grand Officer Reception, Lincoln, NE 
06/05               Mid-West #317 Stated Lodge Meeting, Hastings, NE 
06/07         Rainbow for Girls Ritual Competition Judging, Crete, NE                 
06/08-09          Rainbow for Girls Grand Assembly  (Rainbow Dad), Crete, NE 
06/11         Fact finding meeting w/WGM & GS (Fremont),  Lincoln, NE 
06/14         Crete Chapter #104 “Dogs With Dogs” Community 

        Event w/Charlie,  Crete, NE 
06/16         Rainbow Grand Officer Visitation/Grand Electa 

        Reception, Weeping Water, NE 
06/17         Philips Chapter & Keystone Lodge #62 Award 
                        Presentations,  Philips, NE 
06/21         Constellation #1,  Ainsworth, NE 
06/22         Andrew Chapter #41 50-Year Member Luncheon 

        w/Charlie,  Grand Island, NE 
06/26         Meeting w/WGM, GS & Legal Counsel (Fremont), Lincoln, NE 
06/27         Jobs Grand Bethel Formal Opening w/Charlie , Kearney, NE 
06/28         Grand Trustees Meeting,  Lincoln, NE 
 
07/06         Constellation #2 & Ogallala Chapter #142 Community 

        Event w/Charlie, Ogallala, NE 
07/08         Acacia Chapter #39 Stated Meeting,  Hastings, NE 
07/09         Brother LeRoy Moats Funeral,  Elkhorn, NE 
07/10         MESHC Annual Board Meeting & Special Meeting Arbor Vitae,        
Fremont, NE 
07/11         Arbor Vitae Chapter #92 stated Meeting (report),  Fremont, NE 
07/11         Susie & Charlie Alpha Chapter # 325 Therapy Dog 

        Visit, Bellevue, NE 
07/12           Constellation #3 W/Charlie, Papillion NE 
07/26           Constellation #4-CHiP Event,  Syracuse, NE 
07/26           Enduring Hope Grand Family Initiation Practice,  Lincoln, NE 
07/27           Constellation #5 Milford Days Outreach w/Charlie, Milford, NE 
 
08/02           Constellation #6 Community Service & Meeting  w/Charlie           
Blair, NE 
08/03           Constellation #7-Tailgate Party-Salt Dogs-Star Dogs w/Charlie           
Lincoln, NE 
08/05           Acacia Chapter #39 Stated Meeting,  Hastings, NE 
08/07           Mid-West Lodge #317 Stated Meeting & CHiP event Planning           
Hastings, NE 
08/09           CHiP Event set-up for Kool-Aide Days Community Outreach,           
Hastings, NE 
08/10                 Constellation #9-CHiP Event, Kool-Aide Stand Reception WGP w/Charlie,  

Hastings, NE 
08/12                 Meeting w/DGS & Acacia Chapter Officers prep KS-NE           Exchange

 , Hastings, NE 
08/19                 Meeting w/WGM, GS & Companions-Practice  w/GConductress,  Lincoln, 

NE 
08/23           Kansas-Nebraska Exchange Initiatory Work by 

          KS Grand Officers,  Hastings, NE 
08/24           Nebraska-Kansas Exchange Initiatory Work by 

          NE Grand Officers, Clay Center, KS 
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08/30           Constellation #10 w/Charlie,  McCook, NE 
08/31           A.M. Chapter Breakfast & Historic Church Tour 

          w/Charlie,  McCook, NE 
08/31                P.M. Community Outreach Honoring First,Responders w/Charlie,  North 

Platte, NE 
 
09/03           Bethany Chapter #113 Stated Meeting,  Ainsworth, NE 
09/06 & 07        Iowa-Nebraska Exchange,  Council Bluffs, IA 
09/09           Acacia Chapter #39 Stated Meeting,  Hastings, NE 
09/11           Sunshine Chapter #261 Stated Meeting, Thedford, NE 
09/12                Signet Chapter #55 Stated Meeting-Friendship Night, North Platte, NE 
09/13            God Bless the USA Grand Family Reunion, Plattsmouth, NE 
09/14           Grand Representative Meeting, Kearney, NE 
09/15           NMH Caring Club Dinner,  Plattsmouth, NE 
09/20           Plainview Constellation w/Charlie, Plainview, NE 
09/21           Octoberfest Pancake Feed & Parade w/Charlie,  Norfolk, NE 
09/21           Plainview Community Service Event,  Plainview, NE 
09/27           Oshkosh Homecoming Event & Parade w/Charlie, Oshkosh, NE 
09/29           Arbor Vitae 125th All Masonic Picnic w/Charlie,  Fremont, NE 
 
10/05           Doniphan Days Parade (Philips Chapter) w/Charlie, Doniphan 
10/08           Nebraska Masonic Home Board Meeting, Plattsmouth, NE 
10/08           Friendship Chapter’s Friendship Night,  Hooper, NE 
10/11           Constellation #14-Bottle Auction w/Charlie, Plattsmouth, NE 
10/12           Constellation #15 & Historical Society Public Service 

           w/Charlie,  Brownville, NE 
10/18 & 19         Constellation #16 Public Service (zoo) & Auction 

          w/Charlie,  Scottsbluff, NE 
10/20           Church Worship with Dome Rock Chapter Members 

          w/Charlie,  Scottsbluff, NE 
10/28           Grand Chapter Officers Initiation (3-new Members), McCook,NE 
10/31           Meeting with Rite Care Clinician (Kris),  Hastings, NE 
 
11/02           Veterans Day Parade-Sponsored by Hastings 

          Masonic Bodies,  Hastings, NE 
11/04           GC-OES Meeting-Grand Chapter Office, Lincoln, NE 
11/07           CHiP Event w/Charlie, Ainsworth, NE 
11/08           GC-OES Meeting-Grand Chapter Office, Lincoln, NE 
11/08           All Committee Meeting Set Up, Hastings, NE 
11/09           All Committee Meeting, Hastings, NE 
11/11           Acacia Chapter #39 Stated Meeting,  Hastings, NE 
11/17                 Rainbow for Girls-Grand Cross of Color Ceremony, Weeping Water, NE 
11/23           Constellations #17 & #18-Grand Chapter Officers 

          Initiation (2), Kearney, NE 
 
12/04           Mid-West Lodge #317 Stated Meeting, Hastings, NE 
12/07           CHiP Event & Sunshine Chapter Fund Raiser,Thedford, NE 
12/14           Job’s Daughters Bethel # 5 Breakfast with Santa, Lincoln, NE 
12/14           “Dispensation” meeting, Lincoln, NE 
12/15           Job’s Daughters Initiation of New Member, Fremont, NE 
12/15           Christmas Party at MESHC, Fremont, NE 
 
2020 
01/03           OES Funeral Service (laVonne Moats), Elkhorn, NE 
01/08           Installation of Officers & Stated Meeting, Crete, NE 
01/15           Nebraska Masonic Home Board Meeting, Plattsmouth, NE 
01/17-20            District Grand Supervisor School of Instruction, Lincoln, NE 
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02/06-08           Grand Lodge Annual Communication, Kearney, NE 
02/09           WGM &WGP Meeting with PGM Dee Schuetz,Plattsmouth, NE 
02/10           Acacia Chapter #39 Stated Meeting,Hastings, NE 
02/21           Set Up for Dog Expo, Lincoln, NE 
02/22           School of Instruction (Arbor Vitae Chapter), Fremont, NE 
02/23           Dog Expo, Lincoln, NE 
 
03/08           Jurisprudence Meeting at Grand Chapter Office, Lincoln, NE 
03/09           Acacia Chapter #39 School of Instruction & Stated Meeting  
   Hastings, NE 
03/13 & 17         Nebraska Masonic Home Board Meeting Call,Hastings, NE 
 
As a result of the Covid-19 Pandemic, several meetings and phone calls were held with 
Worthy Grand Matron Karan, Grand Secretary Jan, and members of both the 
Jurisprudence Committee and the Grand Trustees Committee prior to the last date I’m 
including in this report. 
 
03/19 Meeting with WGM, GS, Jurisprudence Committee, 

           Grand Trustees Committee, GC Attorney, 
           Parliamentarian via In Person & Zoom Call. Lincoln, NE 
 

Following the determination that under the extreme circumstances, the Annual 2020 Grand 
Chapter Session could not be held, and per Nebraska OES Law, the 2019-2020 Grand 
Chapter Officers would remain in their Offices for the 2020-2021 Grand Chapter year. Many 
in person meetings, calls, texts and Zoom calls were held with WGM Karan, GS Jan, Grand 
Officers and members of other Grand Chapter Committees. 
 
2021 
02/05&06      Grand Lodge Annual Communication   Kearney, NE 
 
03/03           Mid-West Lodge #317 stated meeting  Hastings, NE 
03/08           Acacia Chapter #39 stated meeting  Hastings, NE 
 
In the spirit of honesty & transparency, I am compelled to summarize an unfortunate event 
that WGM Karan and I dealt with during our term as WGM & WGP. 
 
I received Formal Charges properly submitted naming three (3) Members of a Chapter in 
Nebraska. Immediately following receipt of these Charges, WGM Karan and I held 
numerous conversations and meetings to determine the best course of action within our 
legal authority.  Because of the unique situation created by the personal relationship of 
Members named in the Charges, and Chapter Officers, the decision was made to allow the 
WGM to handle the procedure as outlined in the “Trial Code”.  In an effort to minimize the 
potential damage to the Chapter while protecting the Members rights to level Charges, a 
Special Meeting was held per Section 10 (4) of the Grand Chapter Bylaws.  At this meeting, 
the WGM offered grace & compassion which unfortunately was met with contempt and 
accusation. At the conclusion of the Special Meeting, I agreed to communicate with the 
authors of the Charges, the Chapters’ desire to avoid the formal acceptance of the 
Charges, with the assurance that the Chapter would attempt to understand and rectify the 
problems that brought them to this point.   
 
The authors of the Formal Charges, desiring harmony and understanding to prevail, agreed 
to temporarily retract the Charges.  I returned to the Chapter the following evening to report 
on the decision concerning the Charges, and discuss a path forward.  Strategies to 
investigate and address the concerns agreed too; some follow through progress was made 
in the following weeks.  
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CONCLUSION 
As the old saying goes, “the days are long, but the months are short”.  While there has 
been some unexpected challenges and disappointments the past couple of years, the 
support from our Eastern Star Sisters & Brothers has been nothing short of incredible. 
 
The capable and consistent assistance provided by Sister Sue and our Grand Secretary, 
Sister Jan in the Grand Chapter Office is very much appreciated; our Order is blessed to 
have you. 
 
The enthusiastic support of the WGM & WGP’s special project, “Paws Up” received from 
our Members is indeed humbling. As a result of everyone’s hard work and support, we 
were able to place “dog” at both the Homes in Fremont and Plattsmouth. Additionally, a 
couple of “Dogs” are currently in training to become registered Therapy Dogs.  I’d be 
remiss if I didn’t acknowledge the leadership in this effort provided by Louie, who was the 
inspiration for Charlie; our own “Star Dogs”. The “Dog Committee” has worked tirelessly in 
promoting “Star Dogs”; these efforts will pay dividends for many years to come. The 
friendships we’ve forged are truly valued. The courtesies extended, the effort and 
willingness to adapt, embrace and stayed engaged over the past two years is appreciated. 
The requests to think and act “outside of the box” in an effort to communicate and stay 
connected with our Sisters and Brothers during this Covid-19 Pandemic was well received 
and effective, and is a credit to the genuine and caring concern of our Members,or our 
Members. Thank you!  
 
It is with Enduring Hoe and continued Great Expectations that I thank you for the privilege 
of serving as the 2019-2021 Worthy Grand Patron. 
 
Respectfully and fraternally submitted, 
Bruce A. Baker, Worthy Grand Patron 

 
 

  Report of the Grand Secretary 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We now have the Report of the Grand Secretary.  Sister Jan? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary:      Jan Thoman, Grand Secretary: 

Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Sisters and Brothers: 
    It is with pleasure that I bring to you my tenth annual report as Grand Secretary of 

the Grand Chapter of Nebraska. My report is with the others in your report booklet 

and I will not read you all the details.    
  

MEMBERSHIP 
    The membership report was compiled from the annual reports of the Secretaries of the 
Subordinate Chapters. My personal thanks go to all of our secretaries for the work that you 
do and sometimes under difficult circumstances. 
     
Number of members January 1, 2019 ....................  ..................................... 5415 
 Initiated  ............................................ 37 
 Reinstated  ............................................ 29 
 Affiliated  ............................................ 29 
 Additions due to corrections ......................  0 
 Total increases ........................................ 95                                                                                                
 Deceased  .......................................... 242 
 Demitted  ...........................................  72 
 Suspended  ............................................ 96 
 Decreases due to dual members .................... 1 
Number of members close of 2019 ........................  ..................................... 5099 
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Number of Chapters January 1, 2019 ....................  ......................................... 71 
Chapters Consolidated in 2019..............................  ..........................................  3 
Number of Chapters December 31, 2019 ..............  ......................................... 68 
 
 
Number of members January 1, 2020 ....................  ..................................... 5099 
 Initiated  .............................................. 3 
 Reinstated  .............................................. 7 
 Affiliated  ............................................ 10 
 Additions due to corrections ......................  0 
 Total increases ........................................ 20                                                                                                
 Deceased  .......................................... 228 
 Demitted  ...........................................  50 
 Suspended  ............................................ 53 
 Decreases due to dual members .................... 0 
Number of members close of 2020 ........................  ..................................... 4788 
Number of Chapters January 1, 2020 ....................  ......................................... 67 
Chapters Consolidated in 2020..............................  ........................................... 1 
Number of Chapters December 31, 2020 ..............  ......................................... 66 
 
My thanks to the Secretaries of these Chapters for furnishing the information via the annual 
reports so that we can keep our database current and provides these membership numbers 
for your consideration. 
 
 
 

FIFTY-YEAR MEMBERS 
    I extend my congratulations to those listed below who had the honor of receiving their 
50-year pins and certificates this past year. We appreciate all of our fifty-year members that 
continue to take an active part in our Grand Chapter.   
  

(Certificates presented April 1, 2019 - April 1, 2021) 
 

QUEEN ESTHER 
 NO 1 
Mindy Goldblatt 
 
ELECTA NO 8 
Elfreda M. Cole 
William J. Cole 
Mary Mann Higins 
 
HARMONY NO 13 
Janice Carskadon 
Glenon Crook 
 
GUILD NO 16 
Betty Fink 
    
HEBRON NO 31 
Paulette Cordes 
Alfred N. Cochran Jr. 
Kathryn Freeman 

   
TUSCAN NO 35 
Sherrie Dusch 
Carol Jean Magarin 

Sheryl Robinson 
 
ACACIA NO 39 
Connie Haseloh 
Kathy A. Lemkau 
Katherine Nehls 
 
BEULAH NO 40 
Vrginia Brewer 
 
ANDREW NO 41 
Connie Hertz-
Christenson 
Helen Young 
Norman Sodomka 
Charmaine Coppom 
Patricia Ann Young 
Roberta Wilke 
 
ADAH  NO. 52 
Georgia Ford 
Jeannette Putney 
Margaret McCall 
Waldine Mealey 

 
SIGNET NO 55  
Robert Petersen 
 
MT VERNON NO 84 
Karen Foster 
Arlene Sirek 
Hoyt Sirek 
 
EUREKA NO 86 
DeWayne Goodengerg 
Jeannette Miller 
 
ARBOR VITAE NO 92 
Alberta Rowe 
Annette Rasmussen 
 
AURORA NO 93 
Anita Schultz 
Ken Schultz 
Harris Ulmer 
 
MYRTLE NO 94 
Bette Cummins 
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Mary Beth Mills 
Carol McKibbon 
Julie Doster 
 
CRETE NO 104 
Deloris Larrington 
BETHANY NO 113 
Mariel Fegley 
Erma Tetherow 
Betty Mansfield 
Jack Mansfield 
 
PAPILLION NO 114 
Lynn Marie Frank 
Dorothy Wallace 
Clair Conrad 
Carol Pegg 
 
RUTH NO 119 
Karen Canady 
Kristin Caradine 
Burton Knudsen 
Paul Canady 
 
NAOMI NO 121 
Marvin Heise 
Norma Heise 
Jerilyn Welchert 
 
FRIENDSHIP NO 122 
Carmen Vaughn 
Nancy Kennedy 
 
TEKAMAH NO 131 
Barbara Mattes 
 
BLUE RIVER NO 132 
Margaret French 
Mary Ellen Hill 
 
GOLDEN RULE NO 
134 
Delores Evans 
 
OGALLALA  NO 142 
Gwendolyn Anderson 
Gladys McCalla 
Judith Tickle 
Wayne Aten 
 
M. WASHINGTON  NO 
153 
R. Dennis Siekman 
 
WAUSA NO 159 

Cheryl Holm 
Bonnie Jean Paulson 
Robert Kuhl 
 
MIRIAM NO 175 
Judy Hofeldt 
Shelia Holm 
 
ROYAL NO 184 
Gloria Bannon 
Evelyn Keller 
Dixie Coggin 
Nancy Adler 
Alberta Mashburn 
Sharon Harris 
Mary Beth Vannatta 
Dorothy Todd 
Kathleen Hutchison 
Alda Evans 
Margaret Little 
Patricia Blumdell 
 
HOME NO 189 
Rose Edmonds 
Roy Edmonds 
  
ROB MORRIS NO 192 
Jennie Romahr 
  
WAYNE NO 194 
Paulette J. Cordes 
Lynn Kramer 
Mary Lou George 
Catherine Jackson 
Vicki Lynn DeLashmutt 
Lawrence D. Marvin 
Pamela Philbrick 
Kathy Reiss 
  
CERESCO NO 198 
Mary Jo Peterson 
Sandra Webb 
 
UTICA NO 199 
Darlene Samuelson 
 
ARBOR NO 200 
Janice Carskadon 
Burton Knudsen 
Annette Burger 
Barbara Celecha 
 
IRENE NO 207 
Judy Ord 

Wendell Ord 
   
HERMAN NO 216 
Leslie Parr 
Sharon Loftis 
Marilyn Andersen 
HUMBOLDT NO 234 
Mary Lou Hill 
 
MINNEHAHA NO 246 
Sandra Gaynes 
Jo Ann Kerr 
Morris Johnson 
Nancy Nelson 
  
ELIZABETH NO 250 
Beth Pfiefer  
 
SUNSHINE NO 261 
Marlene Jones 
John Jones 
Dorothea Roseberry 
James Roseberry 
Alana Muchmore 
Nancy Isom 
 
BROWNVILLE NO 263 
Myrna Brooks 
Beth Moxley 
Ruth Chrisp 
Ann Wills 
 
OSHKOSH NO 264 
Susan Arndt 
Orabelle Pearce 
Douglas Smith 
 
NARCISSUS NO 269 

Linda Holdsworth 
Cathleen McKenna 
Beverly Pickering 

 
TEMPLE NO 271 
Rita Schwartz 
 
COLUMBIA NO 275 
Virginia Harris 
William “Joe” Williams 
Betty Paxton 
John Quinn 
Frank Dougherty 
Patricia Zink 
 
AK SAR BEN NO 277 
Geraldine Freese 



189 
 

 
IMPERIAL NO 279 
Vicky Smith 
Beryl Knotwell 
Val Jean Adams 
Lois Hoff 
TRINITY NO 299  
Shirley Colson 
Gloria Hull 
Joellen Zuk 

 
LAURA NO 301  
Anita Rector 
Keith Rector 
Kathy Anders 
Nellie Anderson 
 
STARCRAFT NO 307 
Sandra Wilson 
Beverly Ryba  

Marilyn K. Sievers 
 
ALPHA NO 325 
Nancy Shenton 
Wayne Minkus 
Donetta Adams 
Bonnie Alexander 
   
 

 
MEMORIALS 

      We are all saddened by the death of two of our Past Grand Matrons and four 
Past Grand Patrons. I was able to attend each celebration of life for our Sisters 
and Brothers. It was an honor to sit among their family and friends. Each one 
has given so much to our Grand Chapter and to their respective subordinate 
chapters. Brothers Charles “Ched” House passed on June 11, 2019, Leslie “Les” 
Smith passed on June 20, 2019, William “Bill” Parish passed on September, 23, 
2019, Sister Mary Ann Watchhorn passed November 6, 2019, Sister Anita Sohm 
passed March 14, 2020 and Brother James “Jim” Taylor passed on June 15, 
2020. Cards were printed and distributed to all Nebraska Chapters and all other 
Grand Jurisdictions. 
     This last year has been very challenging for the families and friends of our 
sisters and brothers that passed, and their funerals had to be cancelled or 
postponed due to the pandemic. My heart goes out to those families and friends. 
Thank goodness for the assurance that we will one day all be together again!  
     The office forwards information on the deaths of distinguished members from 
other Grand Jurisdictions to our Grand Chaplain who extends sympathy on our 
behalf.  I’m sure that Brother Bill will give you more information on that in his 
report. 
 
 

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES 
     Sister Karan had the honor of recommending Sisters and Brothers from 
Nebraska to receive commissions to represent other jurisdictions this year and it 
was our honor and pleasure to forward these commissions to those so honored 
across our state.  We hope you enjoy your appointments and that you will do 
your best to communicate with your counterpart and other members in the 
jurisdiction you represent.  We also sent commissions to Sisters and Brothers 
appointed by Sister Karan after she received recommendations from other 
Worthy Grand Matrons.  We are honored to have these Sisters and Brothers to 
represent Nebraska in their own jurisdictions and we are happy to have many of 
them visiting our Session this year.  We try to remember those who are 
representing us with Christmas letters and always send a bit of information on 
the state of Nebraska with each certificate. I know the joy of receiving 
communications from our friends in other jurisdictions.  
     To all our past and present Grand Representatives:  I urge you to support our 
Nebraska Grand Representatives Association.   
   
     

CONSOLIDATIONS 
     The Worthy Grand Matron and I finalized five consolidations this past year. 
We made several visits to answer questions or concerns about consolidations. It 
is the duty of the Worthy Grand Matron and Grand Secretary to visit with any 
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Chapter with their concerns about consolidation. You will find the list of the 
Chapters consolidated since our last Grand Chapter Session in both the reports 
of the Worthy Grand Matron and the report of the Dispensations and Charters 
Committee. 
  

DISPENSATIONS 
It is the duty of the Grand Secretary to grant dispensations to elect or install 
officers out of time. I granted nineteen dispensations for the 2019-2020 year. For 
the 2020-2021 year, twenty-eight dispensations were granted. 
 

SCHOOL OF INSTRUCTION 

     One of my duties as Grand Secretary is to attend the School of Instruction 
each year by our Grand Chapter law. I hope that my instruction helped the 
District Grand Supervisors become more comfortable with their instruction and 
assistance to the Secretaries and Treasurers in our subordinate chapters. I have 
heard from many that the power point instruction is very helpful. We have fifteen 
dedicated District Grand Supervisors.  
    We prepare a packet for each District Grand Supervisor to help her prepare 
for her schools and a packet of items for each Chapter she supervises which I 
hope is helpful to her and to the members. 
      In 2021, I had the privilege of giving a workshop via zoom for Secretaries 
and Treasurers, District Grand Supervisors and anyone that wished to attend.  
The feedback was positive and I hope that I helped make the secretary and 
treasurer jobs easier for them.     
        
      

VISITATIONS & EVENTS 
     The Area Visitation Meetings were so much fun and informal meetings. The 
new idea and concept of constellations was such a wonderful idea and a huge 
success! We had the opportunity to show Nebraska that Eastern Star is about 
service and educate them about the great service that our Service & Therapy 
dogs provide.  I had the privilege of seeing children, and senior’s eyes light up 
when we had our “Star Dogs” with us.   
I’ve always said that God knew what a special gift that dogs are to people and 
that is why he shared his name with them! 
 

COMMITTEES 
These are some of the ways that I have assisted the various committees:  
Board of Grand Trustees:  Sent financial statements; attended all meetings and 
recorded minutes; prepared list of expenses in preparation for preparing the 
budget. 
Educational Loan Fund:  Forwarded applications to interested applicants; 
administered loans approved by the Committee; billed and received payments 
on interest and principal on loans due. This job is growing each year as we have 
more and larger loans being taken by our members and their relatives.  I hope 
you will watch the figures reported in the financial statements each year, as I 
know that the collection of these loans is vital to the continued success of this 
committee and please offer your assistance to the Grand Secretary in 
encouraging any students you may know so that the loans do get paid in full. 
ESTARL:  Disbursed applications to prospective applicants and brochures to 
Chapters at the request of the committee; forwarded all applications received by 
the deadline to the committee; recorded the amount of grants awarded at the 
annual meeting; disbursed and administered the grants awarded.   
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Membership:  In the Grand Chapter office we do our best to assist every 
member who needs help locating Masonic relationship or other membership 
information and we rejoice at every inquiry we receive which results in a new 
member for any of our Chapters. It is a pleasure to work with the Grand Lodge 
office in finding that Masonic relationship.  We also enjoy sending letters and a 
few brochures to the newly initiated members of your Chapters, so we hope you 
will send in their names and addresses soon after their initiation.   
Publicity:  I forward to the proper members of this committee, or directly to the 
various publications, articles sent to me by Chapter members and from time to 
time send sample press releases to the Chapters for their use in publicizing in 
their local papers.   
Scholarship Committee:  In the Grand Chapter office we had the honor of 
administering the high school scholarships that were awarded including the 
$1,000 scholarships for each of our youth organizations.  We send certificates 
for each scholarship recipient to the chapters so that they can present them at 
graduation or honors night.  We also include information for the students about 
what Eastern Star is and the various projects we support.  While the primary 
purpose of the scholarships is to help our students across the state, I hope we 
will never turn down the opportunity to make ourselves known to those students, 
their parents and their schools. 
Service and Therapy Dog Committee: I serve as the Grand Chapter liaison to 
this committee. It brings me great joy to see how active this committee is and 
the great things they are doing.  Dogs can bring so much joy into someone’s life.  
The committee helps raise funds and helps educate not only our members but 
speaks to groups about the great work a service and therapy dog can do for 
others.  
 

COMMUNICATION 
 Communication is so important! We continue to use the OES news as a 
source of getting out information to all of the Chapters. I thank the Chapter 
Secretaries for reading the underlined portion of the NEWS to their Chapter 
each month and for making it available to many who do not or cannot attend 
Chapter meetings. Of course, much of our communication still happens via 
letter, phone call or email. We would love to get every member’s email address 
as it is such a quick way to communicate. 
    Please try to remember to use the website. The website has forms you can 
download and information concerning the Chapters and committees. Kerri 
Straub has worked very hard to make the website user friendly and informative. 
You can go on the website to look at the redbook. We also now have Youtube 
and face book page. There are so many ways that our members can 
communicate. 
     A little over a year ago, I had never heard of zoom and now we wonder how 
we ever got along without it. Zoom enabled us to have meetings when is wasn’t 
safe to meet together in person due to Covid-19.  
 

APPRECIATION 
To our Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron:  It has been an 
honor to serve with both of you.  You both have such a love for our beautiful 
order and our sisters and brothers. I respect both of you probably more that you 
will ever know.  Thank you for your wisdom and service. 
During the pandemic you have given so much love and concern to our members 
and anguished over the safety for everyone.  You thought of ways to help keep 
our membership engaged. Job well done they good and faithful servants! I love 
you! 
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 To our Grand Treasurer:  Karla, it is always a joy to have you around and I 
treasure the time we get to spend together. Thanks for all you do as Grand 
Treasurer.  
 
To the Elected Officers:  I want you to know that I will do all I can to assist you 
in reaching your goals and I pray for your continued success and that all your 
dreams come true. Just remember that time flies. 
 
To the 2019-2021 Appointed Officers: Keep your love of the Order and 
continue to share it with your Chapters. You have represented Grand Chapter 
well and it has been wonderful getting to know each of you better. Your 
enthusiasm is contagious. I love each and every one of you! 
 
 To the Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons: You are such a 
beautiful part of our history. Thanks for your dedication to our beautiful order and 
for the support you continue to give to the Grand Officers and the many 
committees. Many of you are officers in your respective chapters and your 
knowledge and assistance is invaluable.  
Thanks also for the support you give to me. 
  
To Susan Hedges. You are an asset to the Order and an asset to have in the 
office. The past year with pandemic has been such a challenge in the office. 
Thanks for reaching out to our membership and for being that cheery voice on 
the phone.   Your assistance is invaluable to me. Thank you! 
 

CONCLUSION 
   Thank you to the many sisters and brothers that helped in any way with this 
Grand Chapter Session. New and different can be exciting, challenging and a 
little bit scary. You are appreciated! 
   This past year has been a challenge to say the least.  Everything had to be 
done differently.  The blessing with this pandemic is how our membership has 
reached out to their sisters and brothers.  The order is well known for our 
hugging and that possibly has been the biggest challenge to not be able to hug 
each other or reach out our hand for a respectful handshake or clasp of hands.  
   We appreciate Grand Lodge and all of their courtesies and it is a joy to share 
the building with Michelle. 
    May God bless our Grand Chapter and may God bless each and every one of 
you. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jan Thoman, P.G.M. 
     Grand Secretary  

 Worthy Grand Matron, the financial portion of this report has been audited and 
found correct by the firm of BMG, Certified Public Accountants.  I move that the 
Auditor’s Endorsement be accepted. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT  

FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 2021 
 

GENERAL FUND 

Cash in General Fund April 1, 2020  340,695.03 
Receipts:     
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          Annual Dues 8,783.00   
          Grand Chapter Registration 2296.00   
          Interest & Dividend Income 256,663.67   
          Partnership Distributions  6,691.73   
          Investments sold at cost  971,479.02   
          Gain (loss) on investments sold  64,117.87   
          Initiation fees 12.00   
          Grand Chapter Session Income  1000.00   
          Miscellaneous 128.00   
          Supplies Sold 2,259.31   
    1,313,430.60 
    1,654,125.63 
Disbursements:     
          ESTARL from investments  0.00   
          Fees to International Headquarters  330.00   
          General Grand Chapter Dues 10,198.00   
          Grand Chapter Expense 4,342.00   
          Grand Chapter Relief 0.00  
          Grand Chapter Travel 0.00  
          Insurance 12,332.00   
          Investments in Stock 920,558.13   
          Masonic Home Caring Club 2,500.00   
          Masonic OES Home 15,000.00   
          Mileage Expense 0.00   
          Miscellaneous 4,425.00   
          Office Expense 26,981.00   
          Officer & Committee Expense 24,932.00   
          Payroll & related taxes 98,458.00   
          Publicity 2,675.00   
          Scholarship Program 27,450.00   
          Supervising Expenses 3,200.00   
          Supplies Purchased 3,133.37   
          Youth Groups 17,000.00   
          Youth Leadership Conference 1,000.00   
          Total Disbursements  1,174,544.50 
Net Transfer from General to Restricted       (12,694.68) 
Cash Balance 3-31-21  466,886.45 
Cost of Investments  7,000,157.57 
   
Total Cash and Investments 
General Fund, March 31, 2021  7,467,044.02 
                                                          SUPPLY FUND   
Supplies Sold   2,259.31  
     Inventory April 1, 2020 1,774.73    
     Supplies purchased 3,133.37    
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     Inventory March 31, 2021   (2,976.11)   
Cost of Supplies Sold  1,931.99  
      
Profit (Loss) on Sales  327.32 

MILEAGE FUND 

Cash on hand April 1, 2020  3,185.36    
         Net Transfer 0.00   
    3,185.36  
         2020 Mileage Checks   0.00    
    0.00      
Cash Balance March 31, 2021   3,185.36 

      
JANE C. THOMPSON FUND 

Value of fund March 31, 2021  5,500.00 

   
         BETTY VLASNIK MEMORIAL 

FUND   

Value of fund March 31, 2021   
                       
43,859.56 

 

RESTRICTED FUND 

Balance April 1, 2020  52,655.36 
     Net Receipts from Chapters & Individuals  44,413.66 
     Net transfer General to Restricted Account  12,694.68 
Total Receipts  109,763.70 
Disbursements     
          Alzheimer’s Association  1,000.00   
          Cancer Fund  1,000.00   
          ESTARL 1,000.00   
          Heart Fund 1,000.00  
          International Headquarters 1,000.00   
          Knights Templar Eye Fund 1,000.00   
          Masonic-OES Home 15,431.95   
          Masonic Home 8,651.25   
          Military Fund 1,000.00  
          Other Charities 3,360.00   
           Relocation Fund 406.79  
          Scottish Rite Care 1,000.00  
          Scholarship Fund 21,600.00   
          Shrine Hospital Fund 1,000.00   
          Youth Fund 9,916.96   
          Paws-UP 12,099.26  
          Project Expenses 1,619.68   

     Total Disbursements  
                     
91,415.89 
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Balance March 31, 2021  
                       
18,347.81 

      
      

STATEMENT OF ASSETS 

Cash March 31, 2021     
          West Gate Bank - General account   149,513.57 
          West Gate Bank - Landeryou 
account   10,196.75 
          UBS Financial Services  335,720.69 
          Mileage   3,185.36 
          Cash on hand   38.00 
Cost of Investments in General Fund   7,000,157.57 
Value Jane C. Thompson Fund   5,500.00 
Value Betty Vlasnik Memorial Fund  43,859.56 
Value Yount Endowment Fund for 
ESTARL  115,449.76 
      

HAROLD T. LANDERYOU MEMORIAL FUND FOR ESTARL 

Balance April 1, 2020  $21,998.08 
Receipts:     
          Membership Dues  1,197.25   
          Gifts  1,000.00   
          Dividends (Yount Fund & Interest) 1.42   
          Transfer from the General Fund 00.00 2,198.67 
    24,196.75  
Disbursements:     
          Awards (7)  14,000.00   

 
Audited and found correct. 
Lutz & Associates, Certified Public Accountants 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  A Motion has been made for the adoption of the 
Auditor’s Endorsement of the Grand Secretary’s Financial Report.  Is there 
a second? 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Worthy Grand Matron, I second the motion. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Is there discussion.  (Pause) Hearing no discussion.  
All those in favor, raise your voting Card.  Cards Up (Pause); Cards Down 
(Pause).  We will pause for the report to come from the Tellers Table, so we 
will receive verification if other Bubbles have voted as we have. 
 
  Report of the Grand Treasurer 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Next in line will be you, Sister Karla, so come on over 
and we will be ready to roll.  In fact, Karla’s report does not require a vote, so 
while we are waiting, Sister Karla, would you like to give your report at this time 
while we wait for the vote on the motion? 
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Karla Lawler, Grand Treasurer:  I am going to keep this very brief because 
what is good for “Brice” is good for me.  (Laughter)  I was a little concerned last 
night – I thought after 2 years, he had changed his name and didn’t say 
anything. 
      Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron, Distinguished Guests, Grand Family, and 
Sisters and Brothers:  No one can argue the fact that this Grand Family has 
stood the test and endured the Pandemic along with the rest of the world.  When 
the decision was made to call this session, “Enduring Hope”, little did we know 
how “enduring” we had to be! The first year was started with great endurance.  
Serving hot dogs, pancakes, chicken, Kool-Aid, or whatever was on the menu 
that day, we stood next to our Sisters and Brothers and became very close in 
our association to share what this Organization stands for.  Personally, I enjoyed 
being with  members of the Chapters and I liked those that were not members of 
the Chapter.—and that includes the firemen – and yes, petitions were offered to 
many people.  Like always, I became fond of the Grand Family sitting before me, 
and I will miss the comradely that we have made.  You were an awesome group 
and have more energy that even I could keep up with and that says a bunch.  
The two years still went by way too fast and what I will remember most, are the 
lessons I learned from your expressive lectures.  Each of you let me know our 
heroines though your eyes, and words for me to live by and I thank you.  
Looking forward, I know we cleared the way for the next Grand Family and are 
anxious to find all the new “paws-abilities” to keep this beloved Order on tract.  
Thank you for entrusting me to be of service to this Nebraska Grand Chapter.  
My love to you all.   (Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Do we have a report from the Tellers? 
 
Wendell Wagner, Co-Chairman, Tellers Committee:  We do, Worthy Grand 
Matron, we have a majority vote. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you very much.  The vote regarding the 
Auditor’s Endorsement of the Grand Secretary’s Financial Report, the 
Motion is carried.  We will now direct our attention to our Grand Chaplain.  We 
have heard the Report of our Grand Chaplain, thank you, Brother Bill for your 
report and outstanding record of service during your term and a most 
magnificent, heartfelt Memorial Hour.  You and your team are to be commended 
and you have our unending gratitude for the blessings that you poured on upon 
us yesterday.  Would you please all join me in giving him in recognizing his   
dedication to this Grand Chapter.  (Applause) 
 
Bill Raymond, Grand Chaplain:  Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  And moving on with Reports of the other Grand Chapter 
Committees, I thank each of you on our Session and Standing Committees for 
your willingness to serve and continue to serve through this extended term.  Due 
to this abbreviated session, written reports have been submitted by each 
Committee, they will not be verbally shared.  Thank you again for your ongoing 
hard work and dedication.  We value your work, we value your reports; get them 
submitted if you have not already.  We will now hear the reports of the 
Registration Committee given by Sister Joyce Porter of Home Chapter No. 189, 
Plattsmouth.  Sister Joyce? 
 
          Registration Committee 
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Joyce Porter, PP (189), Registration Committee Co-Chairman:  Worthy 
Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Distinguished Guests, Sisters and 
Brothers.  It is with pleasure that I present this report of the Registration 
Committee.  Registrations were received and recorded by the Grand Chapter 
Office.  The Grand Secretary checked and balanced the checks as she received 
them,  then deposited the monies and recorded the same.  The registrations that 
were received before April 19, 2021 were recorded, balanced, and deposited.  
Attendance at the luncheons and dinners were as follows: 
 
“Live, Love, Bark” Luncheon ………………………………….  119 
“Honoring Your Paw-ticipation”  Dinner ……………………..  186 
“The Paws-ibilities are Endless” Luncheon…………………  239 
“Celebrating Our Faith, Hope, and Love” Membership Banquet 269 
“Bubbling with Gratitude” Luncheon…………………………..  261 
“Bubbling Forward” Banquet…………………………………..  212 
 
The pre-registration count was 287, plus 6 registered at the Session, for a total 
of 293. 
 
It is with pleasure that I mention those who served on the Committee:  Sisters 
Suzanne Byler, Vesper No. 9; JoAnn Sear, Tuscan Chapter No. 35; Terry 
Cowan, Blue River Chapter No. 132; Margaret Nelson, Herman Chapter No. 
216; Jean Crary, Temple Chapter No. 271; Maril Hauber, Trinity Chapter No. 
299; Kathy Armour and Cindy Pederson, Laura Chapter No. 301; and Deb 
McMullin, Alpha Chapter No. 325.  Thank you for serving on this committee and 
for a job well done.  It was an honor to serve on the committee with the other 
committee members; what a great group of people to work with. We are also 
grateful for the assistance we received from Sisters Jan Thoman, Past Grand 
Matron, and Sue Hedges.  Thank you. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Joyce, would you like to move for the adoption of the 
report?  Oh, I guess it does not need that.  The report will be placed on file. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you, Sister Joyce, to you and your committee for 
your service.  We will now hear the report of the Credentials Committee from  
Sister Linda Teach, of Wayne Chapter No. 194. And Toby Varvais of Laura 
Chapter No. 301, South Sioux City, Co-Chairpersons. 
 
      Credentials Committee 
 
Linda Teach, PM (194), Co-Chairman, Credentials:  We have been very busy 
– so busy that the printer broke, so I am using my computer, okay?  Good 
afternoon, Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Grand Officers and 
Members:  I am Linda Teach, Co-Chair of the Credentials Committee.  I would 
like to introduce and thank the other members of the committee:  With me, I 
have the Co-Chair Toby Varvais of Laura Chapter No. 301; and Sisters Kathy 
Armour of Laura Chapter No. 301; Marilyn Carhart of Wayne Chapter No. 194; 
Andy Carpenter of Friendship Chapter No. 122; Betty Kenyon of Sunshine 
Chapter No. 214; Ellen Ott of Friendship Chapter No. 122; Lanette 
Schellpepper, of Wayne Chapter No. 194;  Shirley “Pat” Straight of Wayne 
Chapter No. 194; and Diane Wiberg of Andrew Chapter No. 41 and Signet 
Chapter No. 55.  They are invaluable as members of this Grand Jurisdiction and  
truly appreciated for their work and dedication to this committee, especially 
under these unusual times and with some new protocols this year.  Attached to 
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report is the list of the names of the voting members of the session and their 
proxies who have registered by 12:00 today, which is the time for closing of 
registration of Credentials as specified in the Bylaws of the Grand Chapter. 
 
The Committee on Credentials reports the following:   
Chapters Represented ……………………………………………. 53 
Chapters Not Represented ……………………………………………. 13 
Chapter Representatives Present ………………………………………… 99 
 
So for votes, we do a different tally.  Accredited Votes as Follows: 
 
Chapters Representatives ……………………………………………. 183 
Members with 1 Vote * ……………………………………………. 109 
*(and this is following the new Protocol that every member that registered  
  for Grand Chapter can vote) 
Grand Officers   …………………………………………   16 
Past Grand Matrons  ………………………………………..   19 
Past Grand Patrons  …………………………………………   11 
Past Matrons  ………………………………………...    18 
Past Patrons  ………………………………………...     3 
 
For a Total of Possible Votes ………………………………………… 359 
 
On behalf of the committee, I move that the role of delegates, hereby 
submitted, be the official roll of the voting members of this Grand Chapter 
Session.  The motion does not require a second. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  All those in favor of accepting the role of delegates 
submitted by the Credentials Committee of the official role of voting delegates, 
will vote by raising your voting cards.  Cards up.  (Pause)  Cards down. 
Opposed, same sign, Cards down.  
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We must meet a tight timeline this afternoon to be able 
to effectively conduct the rest of the business and moving to installation in a 
timely manner.  Please be prepared; please be proactive if you have any 
discussion.  If you are making a nomination or if you are speaking to a 
Resolution, you must be inside the Grand Chapter Room and ready without 
hesitation to assume the available microphone at the time we reach that Order 
of Business in order to speak so that all delegates in all Bubbles can hear and 
see you.  Because of social distancing, please enter the Grand Chapter Room 
from the main hallway separating the Grand Chapter Room from the Crystal 
Ballrooms and enter into the West end of the Grand Chapter Room.  Then 
proceed to the microphone to make the nomination, to speak to a Resolution or 
to present any discussion.  Election of Grand Officers will be the first item of that 
business, followed by the Trustees’ Report, and then we will go immediately into 
the Jurisprudence, which includes the proposed Resolutions.  Our Crystal 
Bubbles and Grand Chapter Room Bubble have been secured by Warders and 
Sentinels and each Bubble has individual Tellers.  The Tellers will collect ballots 
in each Bubble, present those under supervision to the Chairs of the Tellers 
Committee and they will deliver the Report of the Vote.  Votes requiring a  
simple majority will be cast by the display of your Voting Cards.  Those requiring 
a written ballot, we will instruct you as we reach those.  Thank you for being 
engaged, prepared and timely.  Thank you for your respectful courtesy as we 
proceed.  Do we have report from the Tellers? 
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Don Havekost, Co-Chairman of Tellers:  We do have, the vote from all of the 
Bubbles, were well over a majority.  
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The Report of the Role of the Delegates has been 
approved.  Thank you.  We are now ready for – is it 1:30?  Okay, here we are.  
We are now going to move into the Election of Grand Officers, Worthy Grand 
Patron, you will preside. 
 
        ELECTION OF GRAND OFFICERS AND GRAND TRUSTEE  
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Brothers Don Havekost and Wendell Wagner have been 
appointed as Chairmen of the Tellers Committee.  Before proceeding, the 
following Nebraska Grand Chapter Laws pertaining to Election of Grand Officers 
must be read: 
 

1. The first eight officers of this Grand Chapter shall be elected 
annually by a majority ballot; however, nominations shall be made for 
all elective offices and if there is not more than one such nomination, 
each election may be made by acclamation.  Only registered voting 
delegates shall be entitled to make a nomination. To present a 
nomination, the registered delegate shall approach and be present at 
the nearest microphone --, which is to my right at the left end of the 
Chapter Room as the Chapter is being set up -- state her or his name, 
title and Chapter and wait for recognition from the presiding officer 
before proceeding.   She or he will then make the nomination. 
 
2. Any Past Matron or Past Patron of a Chapter in Nebraska, who 
lives within the jurisdiction of Nebraska and is in good standing in one 
of its Chapters, is eligible for office.  In no case shall more than two 
officers of the Grand Chapter, elective or appointive be chosen from 
the same Chapters  
 
3. Any member who has served a five-year term on the Grand 
Trustees is NOT eligible for election to the office of Grand Trustee. 
 
4. Any member currently serving on the Jurisprudence Committee is 
NOT eligible for election to the office of Grand Trustee, unless their 
term of office on the Jurisprudence Committee expires at the close of 
the session.  And currently, that person would be Sister Beverly 
Donham.  This is her final year on that Jurisprudence Committee and 
will leave that committee at the close of this session. The other 
members of the Jurisprudence Committee are:   Sisters Billie Mattern, 
Betty Garwood. Brother Gary Brhel, and Sister Jeanine Bryceson.  
They cannot be elected to the Trustees position. 
   
5. In no case shall a Worthy Grand Matron or Worthy Grand Patron, 
upon completion of her or his term of office, be eligible for an elective 
office for a period of one year.  In other words, Sister Karan Birdsall, 
and myself cannot be considered for election to any office during this 
election.  This includes election to the offices of Grand Secretary, 
Grand Treasurer and/or Grand Trustee.  
  
6. The Grand Trustees shall be composed of five members, of whom 
at least two shall be Sisters. Therefore, all five members of the Board 
of Grand Trustees could be Sisters. The present membership of the 
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Board of Grand Trustees consists of Brother Wayne Andreasen. 
Brother Bruce Raddatz, Sisters Cheryl Beckius. and Pam Brhel.  
Therefore, either a Sister or a Brother may be considered for election 
to the Board of Grand Trustees at this election. 
 

Bruce Baker, WGP:  Sisters and Brothers, in the event we need to go to a 
written ballot for any office, do not mark your ballot until instructed to do so, and  
I will repeat that:   Please do not mark your ballot until you are instructed to do 
so.  . 
 
(The Worthy Grand Patron then asked for nominations for the office of 
Worthy Grand Matron.  The election proceeded in order with the 
nominations made for each office.  All Elected Officers were nominated 
and elected by acclamation with the following being elected.)  
      
     Sister Dottie Arent (113), Worthy Grand Matron 
     Brother David Wetrosky (1), Associate Grand Patron 
     Sister Jan Thoman (9), Grand Secretary 
     Sister Karla Lawler (142,92,264), Grand Treasurer 
     Sister Laurie Sieg (271), Associate Grand Matron 
     Brother Wayne Andreasen (84), Associate Grand Patron 
     Sister Linda Dubry (261,214,55), Grand Conductress 
     Sister Sheli Rice (325), Associate Grand Conductress 
     Sister Beverly Donham, PGM, Grand Trustee, 5-year term 
     Brother Don Norman (279), Grand Trustee, 1-year term* 
 (*completing the term of Wayne Andreasen who was 
  Elected to the office of Associate Grand Patron) 
      
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Congratulations to all and thank you. (Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Cyn, would you approach?  We will now have the 
presentation of the Proposed Budget for 2021-2022.  The Proposed Budget is 
being presented by Past Grand Matron Cyn Norman -- Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, Sister Cynthia Norman, and while she is approaching, even though 
things needs to be abbreviated for reality, this I will not abbreviate.  Our Grand 
Chapter has been blessed by the leadership of our Grand Trustees for years, 
but their wisdom during this Pandemic period has been humbling to observe.  
They put our members first.  They have a vision of where we are today; where 
our needs are; and they evaluate how best to use the financial responsibility 
they have been given for the longevity, the health, and the love of our members 
through this budget, through our projects, building to a future.  You heard me a 
little bit earlier about the group of 17 that came together when the Pandemic 
became aware of us.  The Board of Trustees are 5 of those 17.  By their 
strength, their leadership, we are here today and it has been an awesome 
experience and privilege to work with this Board,  and I would ask you to know 
that in this proposed budget, the same wisdom is reflected.  
 
            BOARD OF GRAND TRUSTEES, BUDGET REPORT 
 
Cynthia (Cyn) Norman, PGM, Chairman, Board of Trustees:  Thank you, 
Worthy Grand Matron.  I would like to begin by introducing the other members of 
the Board of Grand Trustees:  Brother Wayne Andreasen, PP; Brother Bruce 
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Raddatz, PGP; Sisters Cheryl Beckius, PGM; and Sister Pam Brhel, PM.  My 
heartfelt thanks to each of them for their continued support and care these past 
two years, especially with the Pandemic interruptions to our normal format. 
      I am just going to outline some of the highlights:  The Board approved the 
expense of producing Notebooks for our Supervisors and Chapters and the 
ZOOM Meetings were held to accomplish instruction.  We also -- when we 
started talking about this Grand Chapter, we realized that Sisters Karan and Jan 
and Brother Albert have worked closely with the Younes Center and Yanda’s 
Music and Sound, and with the Bubble Concept, it was going to required extra 
money because it was going to require a great deal of electronic equipment and 
support to accomplish.  The estimated cost at that time was $4,000 to $5,000, 
and the Board indicated their support.  The Board approved that all meals would 
be complimentary for all those attending this Grand Chapter.  It was hoped that 
this would afford the best outcome possible – and I think we have seen that. 
      We made a motion in our Budget Meeting in 2019 – or no, 2020, and we 
approved to reinvest $200,000 in the Educational Loan Fund.  We approved a 
Motion – and this was a delight to us -- heartfelt – an autistic child was to receive 
a dog and because of some medical emergencies and huge family issues, he 
was not going to be able to receive that dog, and so the Board  voted to expend  
the final $5,000 to the Star Dogs of Nebraska, Inc. to complete the purchase of 
that service dog for that young man or for that child  actually.  We made a 
motion to raise the annual donation to DeMolay from $2,000 to $4,000.  The 
Masonic Youth Groups we decided should have an extra scholarship, so we will 
award two more $1,000 scholarship each for a total of  $6,000. 
      You will notice on the proposed budget that was in your packet – and I won’t 
go through every line item, but those first 3 are strangely vacant, but that is 
because we didn’t have a Grand Chapter last year, so those things that added 
on – you know, showed up this year look unusual – but they are not.  Under 
“Audit and Professional Fees”, the amount is $35,000 budgeted for this year, but 
that is because there was no audit last year – and we had nothing to do with 
that.  The Auditing Businesses were closed as well, so that took care of that.  
You will notice – in the Grand Chapter Expenses, those, while we can’t have an 
exact year for those budgeted because unfortunately, there are perhaps 10 
consolidations in the plan for this year, and those consolidations require our 
Worthy Grand Matron and our Grand Secretary to travel to those Chapters 
twice; so of course, mileage is going to be quite a lot more.  And two, Sister 
Dottie lives in Northwest Nebraska and that requires a lot more mileage, so that 
is why it is higher.  And our Grand Officer expense is quite different, but it is 
because they only got half of their stipend, so that needs to be upped again. 
      Salaries and Related – our office staff -- we gave them a modest raise – and 
I want to make note right at this moment – for our Grand Secretary, our audit for 
this past year was flawless; there were no deficiencies and that is because of 
Jan and her diligence, so that’s that. 
      ESTARL – it looks like we are not giving any money any more, but we are.  
They’re funded – they have plenty of funds in that, but in 6 months, we have 
only had one applicant. 
      We also – down toward the bottom is the Star Dogs, Inc. – that is a new line 
item and we allowed $10,000 for that in the hope that in the future there will be 
even more money and that’s our official charity, so that’s a wonderful thing.   So, 
I think that is everything.  Let me see – let me double check.  Okay, with all of 
that, are there any questions? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  If there is any discussion, please show that you are 
moving to the microphone.  I see no motion – no movement and it has been 
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verified that no one has come out their Bubbles towards the microphone for 
discussion. 
 
          WRITTEN REPORT OF THE BOARD OF GRAND TRUSTEES 

I would like to begin by introducing the other members of the Board of Grand 
Trustees:  Brother Wayne Andreasen, PP; Brother Bruce Raddatz, PGP; Sister 
Cheryl Beckius, PGM, and Sister Pam Brhel, PM.   My heartfelt thanks to each 
of them for their continued support and care these past two years, especially 
with the Pandemic interruptions to our normal format. 
 
Our Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron, by virtue of their office, are 
also members of the Board with all privileges except voting.  The Line Officers, 
Grand Warder, and Grand Sentinel were often included. 
 
I sincerely thank our Grand Secretary, Sister Jan Thoman, PGM, for the 
assistance she provided me and the Board.  The Grand Secretary maintains all 
the records in her office and does much of the financial work of Grand Chapter.  
Sister Jan, you are a great asset to us and we can never thank you enough for 
all you do.  In our most recent audit, there were no deficiencies found, which is a 
tribute to Sister Jan. 
 
The Board met June 28, 2019: 

• Approved that the Membership Banquet will be complimentary for 
2020. 

• Approved the Benevolence request for $3,000 for a member who has 
suffered two floods in 2019. 

• Approved the purchase of promotional materials for Karan Birdsall 
and Bruce Baker’s year..elevator cards and yard signs. 

• Acted on investment recommendations from David Kloeckner, our 
Financial Advisor, in September. 

 
We met on November 9, 2019 in conjunction with the All-Committee Meeting in 
Hastings: 

• The Associate Grand Matron and Associate Grand Patron presented 
the information for their year. 

• Motion approved to allow funds to purchase sales table items for 
Dottie and David’s year. 

• Motion approved to pay the meal cost for anyone attending the 
Distinguished Guest Banquet at Grand Chapter in 2020. 

• Motion approved to donate $4,000 to Paul Younes to be used for the 
benefit of the employees following the severe flooding they 
experienced. 

• Trustees request that Sister Jan updates the Trustee Handbook that is 
outdated. 

• Investment recommendations from David Clocker were approved on 
January 14, 2020. 

 
School of Instruction was held in January; however, many of the Supervisors 
were unable to conclude their instructions due to inclement weather. 
 
Met on February 7, 2020 at the Fairfield Inn in Kearney in conjunction with 
Grand Lodge: 

• Worthy Grand Patron announced the resignation of the Grand 
Marshal. 
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• Discussion was held concerning camped meals for Grand Chapter.  
The Wednesday Noon Secretary/Treasurer Luncheon and the 
Past/Current Supervisor Luncheon were added after our previous 
meeting.  Motion to approve camping of the 50 plus Luncheon at 
Grand Chapter. 

• Trustees approved requesting the confirmation of any investment 
transactions that have actually occurred be made in writing. 

• Motion approved to pay mileage to District Grand Supervisors to visit 
Chapters a second time, if needed. 

 
Trustees met via Zoom for the Budget meeting on April 4, 2020: 

• Investment recommendations made by David Kloeckner were 
approved. 

• Grand Secretary said that two things were needed in the Grand 
Chapter Office – a new computer and a new laptop.  She said that 
she hope to purchase them at the same time so that the tech person 
could make sure that they will work together. 

• Motion approved to purchase a $500 gift card for Brother Reg Kuhn 
for his services as Legal Counsel. 

 
Grand Chapter 2020 was not held due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  All Officers 
and Boards will remain in office for the year. 
 
While the Board did not meet in person from April 2020 until April 2021, we did 
continue to conduct the business of Nebraska Grand Chapter electronically via 
email when dealing with issues of a time-sensitive nature. 
 
The School of Instruction format was changed to allow for participation during 
the Pandemic.  The Board approved of the expenditure of producing notebooks 
for all Supervisors and Chapters, and Zoom meetings were held to accomplish 
instruction.  We received positive comments as a result. 
 
On January 23, 2021, the Trustees were included in the planning for Grand 
Chapter 2021.  Much work was done by Sisters Karan and Jan and Brother 
Albert, and they are in contact with Younes and Yanda’s Music and Sound.  
The “Bubble” concept, which allows for our members to be distanced and as 
safe as possible, will be implemented.  This will necessitate a great deal of 
technical equipment and support to accomplish.  The estimated cost for this is 
$4,000 to $5,000.  The Board indicated that they are in support and will fund 
this as necessary.  We were also asked to consider funding more meals as the 
members are being asked to remain at the hotel and not leave for meals.   
 

• The Board approved that all meals will be complimentary for those 
attending Grand Chapter.  It is hoped that this will afford the best 
outcome possible. 

 
The Board met on April 10, 2021 to prepare a Proposed budget: 

• David Kloekner was unable to attend, but had sent updated on the 
investment portfolio and we approved his recommendations. 

• Motion approved to reinvest $200,00 in the Educational Loan Fund. 
• Approved motion to send $5,000 to the Star Dogs of Nebraska, Inc. t 

complete the purchase of a service dog for a young autistic child. 
• Motion to approve a new line item to the budget for $10,000 for the 

Star Dogs of Nebraska, Inc. 
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• Motion to raise the annual donation to DeMolay from $3,000 to 
$4,000. 

• The Masonic Youth Groups will now be given two $1,000 scholarships 
each for a total of $6,000. 

• It was discovered that we had inadvertently missed giving Reg Kuhn 
$500 last year, so we will correct that and give him $1,000 this year. 

 
In addition to the printed Proposed Budget for 2021-2022, I explained the audit 
had not been done for two years and thus, was presented for two years.  I 
explained that Committee expenses would be considerably more because of 
anticipated consolidations and the travel expenses that would be incurred by 
Sisters Dottie and Jan.  I mentioned that we had added a new line item:  Star 
Dogs of Nebraska, Inc., a Public Charity. 
 
Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron, for the opportunity 
to present this report on behalf of the Grand Trustees.  It will be included in its 
entirety in the Proceedings Book of this Grand Chapter. 
 
I move the adoption of this Report. 
 
Cyn Norman, PGM, Chairman 
Wayne Andreasen, PP 
Bruce Raddata, PGP 
Cheryl Beckius, PGM 
Pam Brhel, PM 
 

  PROPOSED BUDGET 2021-2022 

 INCOME 

  
2020-2021 
Budget Received 

2021-2022 
Budget 

ANNUAL DUES 10,200.00 8,782.75 9,576.00 
INITIATION FEES 100.00 12.00 120.00 
REGISTRATION FEES 0.00 0.0 2,500.00 
MISCELLANEOUS 100.00 128.44 100.00 
INTEREST AND DIVIDEND  INCOME 300,000.00 314,015.57 300,000.00 
TOTAL INCOME 310,400.00. 322,938.76 312,296.00 
                                                EXPENSES  

 
2020-2021 

Budget Spent 
2021-2022 

Budget 

GRAND CHAPTER MILEAGE 0.00 0.0 20,000.00 
GRAND CHAPTER EXPENSE 0.00 0.00 38,000.00 
GRAND CHAPTER PROCEEDINGS 0.00 0.00 6,000.00 
INSURANCE AND BONDS 12,500.00 12,332.00 12,500.00 
RENT AND SERVICES 5,500.00 5,800.00 6,600.00 
PRINTING AND STATIONERY 4,650.00 1,871.18 4,200.00 
STORAGE 4,000.00 3,966.00 4,000.00 
AUDIT AND PROFESSIONAL FEES 15,000.00 0.0 35,000.00 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT 17,000.00 12,294.81 14,000.00 
OFFICE EXPENSE 8,900.00 6,606.30 8,000.00 
COMMITTEE  OPERATING EXPENSES 11,800.00 215.95 15,000.00 
MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE 14,000.00 3,150.03 13,300.00 
PINS AND BADGES 2,000.00 0.00 3,000.00 
GRAND OFFICERS’ EXPENSE FUND 25,000.00 18,500.00 37,000.00 
GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER EXPENSE  0.00 0.00 0.00 
GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER LOVE GIFTS 6,000.00 6,000.00 4,000.00 
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GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER DUES 10,200.00 10,198.00 9,576.00 
FEE TO INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 330.00 330.00 65.00 
GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER   PPOJECTS 11,000.00 11,000.00 11,000.00 
PGM AND PGP JEWELS 0.00 0.00 1,300.00 
SALARIES AND RELATED TAXES 110,653.00 98,458.96 105,000.00 
HOME MAINTENANCE (MESHC) 15,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 
SUPERVISORS' FUND 14,700.00 3,200.10 15,000.00 
ESTARL--FROM DUES 1,275.00 1,197.25 1,197.25 
ESTARL       7,000.00 0.00 0.00 
MASONIC HOME CARING CLUB 2,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 
RAINBOW FOR GIRLS 7,000.00 7,000.00 7,000.00 
JOB'S DAUGHTERS 7,000.00 7,000.00 7,000.00 
DEMOLAY 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 
PUBLIC RELATIONS AND PUBLICITY 6,450.00 2,675.00 5,450.00 
COMMITTEE PROJECT EXPENSES 500.00 216.07 500.00 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 26,000.00 27,450.00 35,000.00 
STAR DOGS OF NE INC.   10000.00 
YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 
TOTAL EXPENSES 349,958.00 260,961.65 451,188.25 
REINVESTMENT 0.0 0.00 0.00 
     
GRAND TOTAL 349,958.00 260,961.65 451,188.25 
 
 
Cynthia Norman, PGM, Chairman of the Board of Trustees:  I move the 
adoption of this report.  Cyn Norman, Past Grand Matron, Chairman. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  No second is required by a Motion presented from 
Committees.    The Motion has been made to adopt the 2021-2022 Budget 
as presented.  All those in favor of adopting the 2021-2022 Budget as 
presented will vote by raising their Voting Cards.  Cards up.  (Pause) Cards 
Down.  We will now wait for the report from the Tellers Committee.    I remind 
you that this will only a Majority Vote. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Beverly, I would ask you to approach the East – 
you can just start approaching; that way, you don’t have to fly to be timely!    
Sister Dottie, I would entertain a motion from you at this time.  Sister Dottie, I 
am sorry, but while we are waiting for the technology – I see a Teller’s Report – 
excuse me, we are going to clear up that item before moving forward to you.   
 
Don Havekost, Chairman of Tellers Committee:  By a show of cards, it was 
well over a Majority vote from all of the Bubbles. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you for your Report.  A majority vote carries 
the approval of the Budget as presented by the Board of Trustees for the 
Year 2021-2022.  The Motion has been passed.  Now, Sister Dottie, let’s see 
if you’ve got some power back there. 
 
Dottie Arent, AGM:  Worthy Grand Matron, I request – I request – I move 
that the Installation this afternoon be an Open Meeting. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  A Motion has been made for an Open Installation 
for May 12, 2021 – is that what you want, Dottie? 
 
Dottie Arent, AGM:  Yes, please. 
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Karan Birdsall, WGM:  At 5:00 p.m.? 
 
Dottie Arent, AGM:  Yes. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you.  Is there a second?  
 
David Wetrosky, AGP:  I second the motion. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  A motion has been made and seconded for an 
Open Installation on Wednesday, May 12th, at 5:00 p.m.  This motion 
requires a Simple Majority Vote for passage.  Everyone please take out your 
voting cards.  All those in favor of this motion, Cards Up.  (Pause)  Cards Down.  
Again, we will pause and wait for the report from the Tellers, and  I just realized 
that every time I say “pause”, I probably should spell it “paws” for the Report 
from our Tellers!  And as we prepare for the next item of business while we 
waiting for the report, I think we have a fast one. 
 
Emily Schoenleber, PM (94):  Worthy Grand Matron, I rise for Point of Order? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  I beg your pardon. 
 
Emily Schoenleber, PM (94):  Point of Order. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Yes. 
 
Emily Schoenleber, PM (94):  Emily Schoenleber, Past Matron of Myrtle 
Chapter.  You did not call for a Vote in Opposition.  You have to call for a 
negative vote. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Oh, I am sorry – thank you, Emily.  All right, even 
though the vast majority of the cards went up, we will do this again.  All those in 
favor have voted.  Therefore, if you are opposed to an Open Installation for our 
Grand Officers at 5:00 p.m. on May 12th, please raise your cards.  Cards Up 
(pause), Cards Down – and Brother Don, if you would verify with the other 4 
Tellers that the vote has been completed. 
 
Don Havekost, PP, Chairman of Tellers:  They have, Worthy Grand Matron, 
and it was well over a majority vote in favor.  We have taken the other vote, 
Worthy Grand Matron, and nothing changed. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you very much.  Sister Dottie, the Motion for an 
Open Installation has been carried.  We will have an Open Installation at 

5:00 p.m., May 12th.  (Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Beverly Donham, Past Grand Matron and 
Chairman of the Jurisprudence, will now bring us the report of that committee. 
 
Beverly Donham, PGM, Chairman of the Jurisprudence Committee:  Thank 
you, Worthy Grand Matron, I would like to introduce the other members serving 
on the Jurisprudence Committee this year.  They are:  Sisters Billie Mattern, 
Betty Garwood and Jeanine Bryceson, Past Grand Matrons, and Brother Gary 
Brhel, Past Grand Patron – and he is a Teller in Crystal 1.  I would also like to 
take this opportunity to thank Brother James F. Brown, Jr., Past Grand Patron, 
for his help with clarification of Robert’s Rule of Order, our Law, and other  
questions.  Also, thank you to Sister Jan Thoman, Past Grand Matron, Grand 
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Secretary, for her help in making all copies of these Resolutions and our  
Report available to the delegates.  The Jurisprudence Committee submits the 
following report.  Since a copy of our written report in full was included in your 
Registration Packet, I move to waive the reading of this report. 

 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Worthy Grand Matron, I second the motion. 
 

                             FINAL 2020-21 WRITTEN REPORT 
                        OF THE JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE 
The Jurisprudence Committee submits the following report to the membership of 
Nebraska Grand Chapter.  Since each of you in attendance has received a copy 
of this report in full, I move to waive the reading of the report. 
 
The first meeting was held on November 9, 2019 at the Masonic Center in 
Hastings in conjunction with the All Committee Meeting.  Present were Beverly 
Donham PGM, Chairman, Billie Mattern, PGM, Betty Garwood, PGM, Gary 
Brhel, PGP  and Jeanine Bryceson, PGM.  Guests present for portions of the 
meeting were PGP Don Jelinek, WGM Karan Birdsall and WGP Bruce Baker. 
 
The second meeting of the Jurisprudence Committee was held on January 18, 
2020 in conjunction with the Grand Chapter School of Instruction held at the 
Scottish Rite Center in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Present were Beverly Donham, 
Chairman, Billie Mattern, Betty Garwood, Gary Brhel and Jeanine Bryceson.  
This was an abbreviated meeting due to extreme weather and the delay of some 
individual’s arrival. 
 
The Annual Meeting of the Jurisprudence Committee was held on March 8, 
2020 at the Grand Lodge Conference Room in Lincoln.  Present were Beverly 
Donham, Chairman, Billie Mattern, Betty Garwood, Gary Brhel,  Jeanine 
Bryceson and Jan Thoman, Grand Secretary.  Invited guests present were 
WGM Karan Birdsall, WGP Bruce Baker, AGP David Wetrosky, Laurie Sieg, Gr. 
Conductress; Linda Dubry, Assoc. Gr. Conductress; and  Cecil Smith, Gr. 
Sentinel.   PGP James Brown, Parliamentarian and AGM Dottie Arent joined us 
via cell phone. 
 
Throughout the remainder of 2020 and the first 3 months of 2021, the 
Committee corresponded with emails, and if necessary, phone calls regarding 
necessary decisions.  All activities of the Annual Meeting for 2021 were 
conducted in this manner.  At the March 8, 2020 meeting, PGM Billie Mattern 
was elected as the next chairperson of the Jurisprudence Committee.  Since the 
entire committee remained in effect for the 2020-2021 Grand Chapter year, 
Sister Billie will be chairperson for the 2021-2022 Grand Chapter year. 
The Jurisprudence Committee submits the following report as of March 17, 
2021.  
 
SUBORDINATE CHAPTER BYLAWS:  The Committee examined ten (10) 
amendments of Bylaws submitted by Subordinate Chapters: 

• One Chapter voted to change their Bylaws regarding eligibility for 
Secretary or Treasurer. 

• One Chapter resubmitted changes requested in early 2019 with some 
corrections.  The Chairman of Jurisprudence met with the Chapter 
member and discussed the issues and all were reworded and signed 
on the same day. 
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• One Chapter voted to increase dues, combine some sections of 
Bylaws and change bylaws to comply with Grand Chapter Bylaws. 

• One Chapter submitted second change-to-change bylaws reflecting 
number and offices to represent Chapter on the Masonic Temple 
Association. 

• One Chapter changed their bylaws regarding day of month and time 
for Stated meeting and added bylaw to allow for Special meetings. 

• One Chapter voted to change time of Stated meeting. 
• One Chapter submitted a third change to increase dues. 
• One Chapter submitted Bylaw to Election of Officers by Acclamation if 

only one nomination. 
• One Chapter voted to change week of the month for their stated 

meeting. 
• One Chapter voted to change time of Stated meeting; increase dues; 

voted for stipend for Treasurer; added number of required members 
and indicated Brother as needed on Committee appointments; 
increased amount for immediate relief of worthy member; voted 
monetary amount to be given toward expenses of official Chapter 
representative at Grand Chapter; and members to receive corsages 
when participating at Grand Chapter and wording of distribution of 
Chapter Roster to members.   

BYLAWS AND RED BOOK CHANGES:  Upon recommendation of Chairman, 
Bev Donham, the Jurisprudence Committee agreed that submission of changes 
to the Constitution, Bylaws and Book of Instruction on the Website will only be 
sent to the webmaster by the Grand Secretary after receipt from the 
Jurisprudence Committee.  This will keep changes to the website consistent and 
compatible with the use of one computer. 
 
QUESTIONS UNDER SEAL:  The Worthy Grand Matron received phone calls 
and emails with questions that were not under seal.  After a study of each 
question, with reference to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Grand Chapter of 
Nebraska, the Book of Instruction, the Ritual, General Grand Chapter Law, and 
consulting with members of the Jurisprudence Committee, Parliamentarian, and 
her Advisory Board, she answered the questions requested by each 
Subordinate Chapter.  She did receive a question under seal and after 
consultation responded in the appropriate manner.   
The Jurisprudence Committee received a request to review sections of the 
Bylaws for clarification. 
   
IRREGULARITIES:  Irregularities that were compiled from the reports of the 
2019 District Grand Supervisors’ Schools of Instruction were reviewed, 
approved, and presented by the Worthy Grand Matron to the 2020 District 
Grand Supervisors at their School in January 2020.  Since there were only a few 
Subordinate Chapters that received Instruction in 2020, these same irregularities 
apply for any 2021 modified School of Instruction. 
 
STANDING RULES FOR 2021.  The standing rules of the Grand Chapter of the 
Order of the Eastern Star of the State of Nebraska were reviewed and amended  
and are included with this printing. 
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RESOLUTIONS:  Resolution 06-19 was read at the 2019 Grand Chapter 
Session in accordance with our Grand Chapter law and will come before this 
body for a final vote at the business session of this Grand Chapter 2021.  
Resolutions 01-20 through 03-20 and 01-21 were referred by law to this 
committee for their consideration.  All resolutions were found to be in proper 
form, have been printed and are in the hands of the voting delegates, and are 
hereby attached and made a part of this report. 
 
Resolution 06-19.  This resolution seeks to amend the Constitution of the Grand 
Chapter of Nebraska by changing the stated meeting from the first Tuesday in 
May to the third Thursday in July.  This was introduced and read at Nebraska 
Grand Chapter in May 2019, this resolution dealing with the Constitution was 
required to lay over until the next Grand Chapter Session.  It will be presented 
for voting at this 2021 session.  Since this is a change in the Constitution, it will 
require a two-thirds (2/3) majority, and will require a written ballot. 
Resolution 01-20.  This resolution is to amend Section 135 (first paragraph) of 
the Bylaws Governing the Subordinate Chapters of the Grand Chapter of 
Nebraska   by changing the procedure of voting upon a petition for reinstatement 
for non-payment of dues.  
Resolution 02-20.  This resolution is to amend Section 135 (second paragraph) 
of the Bylaws Governing the Subordinate Chapters of the Grand Chapter of 
Nebraska by changing the procedure of petitioning for reinstatement by a 
member that has been suspended for non-payment of dues. 
 
Resolution 03-20.  This resolution is to amend Section 51 of the Bylaws 
Governing the Subordinate Chapters of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska by 
changing the requirements of those named on a new Chapter Dispensation 
when petitioning for a Charter. 
Resolution 01-21.  This resolution is to amend Section 72. FIFTY-YEAR 
MEMBERS of the Bylaws Governing the Subordinate Chapter of the Grand 
Chapter of Nebraska by adding SEVENTY-FIVE YEAR  members. 
 
BALLOTS:  The Grand Secretary and Worthy Grand Matron previously met with 
Betty Garwood, Proponent of the “all Member vote” Article 2, Sections 1, 2 and 3 
of the Constitution of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska  and her committee to 
discuss the procedure for registering to obtain a ballot.  At this time, the form of 
the ballot was discussed and proposed. The Grand Secretary was instructed to 
prepare the ballots for the 2021 Grand Chapter Session. 
 
The committee thanks WGM Karan Birdsall, WGP Bruce Baker and Grand 
Secretary Jan Thoman, PGM for your continued leadership, support and 
assistance in this “unusual” year. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Beverly Donham, PGM, Chairman 
Billlie Mattern, PGM 
Betty Garwood, PGM 
Gary Brhel, PGP 
Jeanine Bryceson, PGM 
 

STANDING RULES OF THE GRAND CHAPTER 
OF THE ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR OF THE STATE OF NEBRASKA 
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1. The Tenets of the Order and the Obligations of the Order, previously 
taken, shall strictly govern the actions of the delegates and members 
at all times. 

2. Parliamentary Authority: “Roberts Rules of Order, Newly Revised” 
shall govern this Grand Chapter insofar as it is not inconsistent with 
the Constitution and Bylaws of Grand Chapter or with these Standing 
Rules. 

3. Subject only to the right of timely appeal in accordance with Robert’s 
Rules of Order, Newly Revised, all parliamentary rulings and 
decisions shall be final when made by the chair, that is, by the Worthy 
Grand Matron or by the Worthy Grand Patron, when requested to 
preside over the Session by the Worthy Grand Matron. 

4. A Proponent, a signer of the Resolution, must present their Resolution 
for consideration by the assembly. 

5. Debate and Voting Rights:  Only delegates properly registered with 
the Credential Committee by noon on Wednesday shall be entitled to 
make motions, make nominations for offices, take the floor for debate, 
and vote.   

6. Addressing the Grand Chapter Session:  To obtain the floor to 
address the Session, the registered delegate shall be present at the 
nearest microphone, address the presiding officer, state her or his 
name, title, and Chapter, and wait for recognition by the presiding 
officer to proceed.  If speaking to a question properly before the 
Session, the delegate shall state whether she or he is for or against 
the question. 

7. Nomination shall be made for all elective offices and if there is not 
more than one such nomination, election may be had by acclamation.  
If there is more than one nomination for an office, voting will be by 
written ballot. 

8. There will be no demonstrations, clapping, or cheering in the Session 
Assembly during the election process, especially during and following 
the announcement of the result of the ballot.  It is the duty of the Chair 
to strictly enforce this rule. 

9. The Jurisprudence Committee shall be required to read: 
A. The proposed change 
B. The rationale for the change 
C. The entire Bylaw section as amended. 

10. Any delegate presenting a motion to amend a pending resolution must 
immediately present a copy thereof, in writing, to the Grand Secretary 
for use by the chair and for the purpose of notation into the minutes of 
the Session. 

11. Limitation on Debate:  Debate shall be limited to two minutes for each 
speaker on each question.  The proponent of a pending question will 
be the first speaker recognized if she or he desires to speak to the 
question.  There shall be no more than three delegates recognized to 
speak for the proposition and three delegates to speak against the 
proposition, except that the proponent may speak a second time for 
an additional two minutes before the vote is taken.  No other delegate 
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may speak more than once on the same question unless permission 
is granted by a two-thirds vote of the eligible voters or by the presiding 
officer. 

12. Closing Debate (Previous Question):  The previous question may be 
moved to close debate and requires a vote on the question 
immediately pending, if stated in the motion.  It is undebatable and 
requires a two-thirds vote. 

13. Taking the Vote:  When a vote is required to dispose of any 
Resolution or other business before the Session, the affirmative and 
negative of such vote shall be taken directly on the question. 

14. Requesting a Ballot Vote:  Upon motion, which is undebatable, 
properly made, seconded and adopted by majority vote, a ballot shall 
be required on any pending question.  After such ballot has been 
closed, business shall proceed while the ballots are being counted.  
As soon as the ballot count is complete, the result shall be 
announced.  The ruling of the Chairman of the Tellers regarding the 
validity of any of the ballots is final and not subject to appeal. 

 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  A motion has been made and seconded to waive the 
reading of the Jurisprudence Committee’s Report.  Is there any discussion? 
Hearing no discussion or interaction appearing to be discussion, all those in 
favor waiving the reading of the Jurisprudence Committee Report, including the 
Attachments, will vote by raising their Voting Cards.  For your approval, Voting 
Cards Up.  (Pause)  Cards Down.  Opposed, the same sign.  Cards Up. (Pause)  
Cards Down .  We will wait for the Tellers Report. 
 
(The vote was taken in the Grand Chapter Room and all of the 
Bubbles, and the Co-Chairman of the Tellers Committee returned to the 
Grand Chapter Room.) 
 
Don Havekost, PP, Co-Chairman, Tellers Committee:  The vote from the 
Bubbles is now over and it was a Simple Majority in favor. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  I’m sorry, Brother Don, could you repeat that please? 
 
Don Havekost, PP, Co-Chairman, Tellers Committee:  The results of the vote 
are now over and it was a Simple Majority.   
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you, Brother Don, for you report.  The motion is 
carried; the report will not be read. 
 
Beverly Donham, PGM, Chairman of the Jurisprudence Committee:  I move 
that the Report of the Jurisprudence Committee, including the 
attachments, be adopted. 
 
Susan Andreasen, PGM:  Worthy Grand Matron, I second the motion. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The Motion has be made and seconded to adopt the 
Report of the Jurisprudence Committee, including any attachments.  Is 
there discussion?  Hearing none and seeing no one at any of the  microphones, 
all those in favor of Adopting the Written Report of the Jurisprudence 
Committee, including the Attachments, will vote by raising the Voting Cards.  
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Cards Up.  (Pause)  Cards Down.  All those opposed, same sign.  Cards Up.  
(Pause)  Cards Down.  We will again wait for the report from the Tellers 
Committee. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  While we are waiting for that report, the next Item of 
Business does not require a vote, so I will proceed.  Regarding Questions 
Under Seal:  I did receive a question under seal and after consultation, 
responded in the appropriate manner.  I have received many phone calls and 
emails with questions that were not under seal.  After study of these questions 
with reference to the Constitutions and Bylaws of the Grand Chapter, the Book 
of Instruction, the Ritual, and General Grand Chapter Law and consultation with 
members of the Jurisprudence Committee, these questions were answered to 
the best of my abilities. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  I see that we have a report from the Tellers Committee. 
 
Wendell Wagner, PP, Co-Chairman of the Tellers Report:  Yes, Worthy 
Grand Matron, all Bubbles have voted and we have a Simple Majority. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you, Brother Wendell.  The motion to adopt the 
Report of the Jurisprudence Committee, including the Attachments, has 
passed. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Irregularities – the List of Irregularities as reported by 
the 2019 District Grand Supervisors was submitted to the Jurisprudence 
Committee and presented to the District Grand Supervisors as the 2020 School 
of Instructions for the District Grand Supervisors and discussed.  Since there 
were few Subordinate Chapters that received instruction in 2020 in person, 
these same Irregularities apply to the 2021 Modified School of Instruction.  No 
further action is required. 
 
Beverly Donham, PGM,  Chairman of the Jurisprudence Committee:  The 
Standing Rules have been previously printed and distributed as an attachment 
to the Written Report of the Jurisprudence Committee. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Because we have had that election— 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Those were previously read before the election. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  This is correct.  So all right, thank you. 
 
                 BUSINESS OF THE GRAND CHAPTER (CONT’D) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We will now proceed with the Resolutions and Business 
of the Grand Chapter.  All Voting Delegates have received copies of all these 
Resolutions within their packets.  If you wish to speak on any Resolution – I will 
repeat that – if you wish to speak on any Resolution, please make your way to 
the Grand Chapter Room entering at the West – the Grand Chapter Room west  
entrance from the Main Hallway.  We have Assistants there, Brother Dennis Rix 
and Sister Marcia Donnelly, who are going to assist us and will help you be in 
line for which Resolution you are wishing to speak for or against – and have 
everyone organized so that we can move forward in a timely, efficient, and 
verifiable way. 
      The Proponent of a Resolution must be present and address to the 
assembly first on the Resolution.  Every Voting Delegate has the right to 
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address the assembly; however, there will be limitations to only three delegates 
speaking “for” a Resolution, and three delegates speaking “against” a 
Resolution.  The Proponents will be allowed the final address to the convention 
if they so desire.  If you wish to address the assembly, please state your name, 
title, Chapter number, and verify whether you are speaking for or against the 
proposed Resolution.  There will be a two-minute limit for each speaker and we 
will strictly enforce this standing law. 
 
Beverly Donham, PGM, Chairman of the Jurisprudence Committee:  When 
you adopted the Standing Rules, Item 9 says:  The Jurisprudence Committee 
shall be required to read the proposed change, the rationale for the change and 
the entire Bylaw Section as amended.  I shall proceed to do so.  Each member 
should have a copy of the proposed amendments if you would like to follow 
along. 
 
Beverly Donham, PGM:  Resolution 06-19.  Resolution 06-19 is an 
Amendment to the Article III, Section 1 of the Constitution.  It was read at 
the 2019 Annual Session and as required by Law, had to lay over until the next 
annual session.  This Resolution seeks to change the Month and Days of the 
Week of the Annual Session.  The Rationale is:  The percentage of members 
attending the Grand Chapter Session continues to decline.  By implementing the 
change to Thursday, and the month to July, fewer days off would be required for 
our working members who desire to participate in the annual Grand Chapter 
Session and would not be in conflict with graduations, holidays, etc..  
Additionally, these changes do not conflict with traditional dates utilized by our 
Nebraska Youth Groups, Appendant Bodies, the Masonic-Eastern Star Home 
for Children or the Nebraska Masonic Home. 
 
Beverly Donham, PGM:  If adopted, Article 3 of the Constitution of the Grand 
Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star would read: 
 
ARTICLE 3. Section 1.  ANNUAL SESSION.  The Grand Chapter shall meet 
annually on the third Thursday in July, the place of the meeting to be decided by 
the Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Grand Secretary and the 
Grand Trustees.  Selection of the place of meeting and notice to the Chapters of 
such selection shall be made at last ninety (90) days before the Session is to be 
held.  If an emergency situation should occur or in the event the third Thursday 
is not available at the selected place of meeting necessitating a change of date, 
the Grand Trustees and Jurisprudence Committee shall have authority to 
change the date of the Grand Chapter Session. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  You have heard the reading of Resolution No. 06-19.  
Do we have the Proponent? 
 
Bruce Baker, PP:  Worthy Grand Matron, I am Bruce Baker, Past Patron of 
Acacia Chapter No. 59 in Hastings, and I am the Proponent and I move for the 
adoption of Resolution 06-19. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Is there a second to that motion? 
 
Susie Baker, PP:  Worthy Grand Matron, Susie Baker, Past Matron, of Acacia 
Chapter No. 39.  I second the motion. 
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Karan Birdsall, WGM:  You have heard the reading of Resolution No. 06-19.  
The motion has been made and seconded to adopt Resolution No. 06-19.  
Is there discussion? 
 
Bruce Baker, PP:  Worthy Matron, it is my understanding that as Proponent I 
get to speak first and, therefore, I am kind of holding this territory, I choose to be 
down here because I do not think it is appropriate for the Worthy Grand Patron – 
even if I am down here for a couple of hours – to be standing up there 
addressing the assembly, so please understand why I am here. This is 
something that we haven’t taken lightly.  We had submitted questions to the 
Younes folks for clarification and I will tell you what we have learned that while 
they cannot give you an exact figure on cost of the facility for the convention or 
the rooms because they simply do not have a crystal ball, but what they did 
assure us is that the Convention Center would not increase more than a $1,000 
from the $7,500 we now pay – or maybe $500.  So while inflation could factor in, 
that would be an increase.  It is not expected, because it being over  one 
weekend,  we would get a better rate.  They also informed me – and this was a 
personal conversation with Mr. Paul Younes  a couple of weeks ago to confirm – 
but the room rate would not be higher than $5 a night maximum, and that he 
would work with us, which I interpreted -- which is probably not fair to present,  
but I will anyway -- but it would probably be the cost it would have been without 
any increase.  They really enjoy us being here.  We could not move the date 
until 2025 because we do have contracts in place for this facility for this week of 
the month through 2024.  And on a personal note, I would like to tell you that 
while it has been absolutely 99.9 percent a pleasure to be here, the only regret I 
have is that – and in my personal case, I have son who is not a member of 
Eastern Star and a daughter-in-law, his wife, who is not a member of Eastern 
Star, she happens to be in Education and they could not get off to be here to be 
--- 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  I am sorry, Brother Bruce, but you have met your time 
limit. 
 
Bruce Baker, PP:  Okay, I will finish this on my last statement.  Thank you. 
 
Elizabeth Charbonneau, PM (6, 325):  Worthy Grand Matron, I am Elizabeth 
Charbonneau, Past Matron of Vesta Chapter No. 6, Plural Member of Trinity 
Chapter No. 299 and Alpha Chapter No. 325, and I am here to speak “for” this 
amendment.  Do I need to ask you to acknowledge me? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  I do acknowledge you. 
 
Elizabeth Charbonneau, PP (6, 325):  Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron.  
Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Past Grand Matrons and Patrons, 
Sisters and Brothers all.  I rise in support of this legislation to move our Grand 
Chapter Session dates and I ask you to do the same.  Might I suggest the same 
concern that the Worthy Grand Patron just brought to us and be very honest 
about it – yes, it probably will cost more money to move to the summer and to 
the weekend; however, I challenge us to look at that money as an investment in  
the good of our Order.  Think about your own Chapter for a minute and think 
very specifically about the people who are not here.  Think about the young 
adult professionals, who know that maybe they only get 10 days off a year and 
have to ask themselves whether they can spend 3 to 5 of those days to attend 
Grand Chapter.  Think about the teachers in your Chapter who know they just 
don’t even get to ask to have time off this close to the end of the semester.  
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Think about the college students who we initiate as enthusiastic young, youth 
members, but who now can’t be here because it is Finals Week.  Think about 
the young parents, who both may be members, but don’t have someone to stay 
and keep the kiddoes in school during this week and so, therefore, have to 
decide does mom or dad go, because they both can’t.  We need these young 
members; those young members are the future of our Order and as one of them 
I am here to tell you, we want to be involved.  We have talents; we have time; 
we have gifts; we want to give to the Grand Chapter, but we can’t because not 
all of us can be here.  Our Order is worse off without the participation of these 
members.  We need to show them that they are valued and a move to a 
Summer weekend will do that.  And regardless of the outcome of the vote today, 
I want us to be very considerate in how we discuss the topic in our Chapters – 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  You are out of time – thank you, Sister Elizabeth. 
 
Joan Alexander, PP, (84):  Joan Alexander, Past Matron, Mount Vernon 
Chapter No. 84, Plainview. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Yes, Sister Joan. 
 
Joan Alexander, PP:  I speak in “opposition” not because I am against 
changing, but I am opposed to the date as the third Thursday in July.  Our 
Chapter is fortunate to have four young active office-holding members and these 
remarks are put together by them and other members.  They are engaged in 
farming and teaching.  Members engaged in farming are irrigating at that time of 
year, and it easier to work around planting than it is irrigating.  If God decides to 
shut the clouds off, they have to irrigate. Construction workers are busy at this 
time as well and so are the Air Conditioning people, etc.  Summer is family 
vacation time and people will not give up their family vacation time with their 
children to come to Grand Chapter.  Summer sports are also high on priority lists 
at that time as well as 4-H and County Fairs, and it  could keep our kids at home 
from being present.  Since July, as I mentioned, is peak vacation time, it is 
possible the hotel costs and banquet meals costs will all increase.  It is more 
difficult for people to take off work during the Summer as it is when everyone at 
work is wanting to go on vacation.  This change could have a huge impact on all 
of our members who are on a fixed income as well as all others.  Young  families 
work hard to make ends meet and if it costs more, they will be forced to make a 
choice most likely for family time.  Another impact would be the Visitation 
Schedules to our Chapters that would be pushed to later in the Fall.  By 
changing the dates of the week no later in the week without changing the format, 
would not change anything.  If you are participating in the marching, you would 
have to in on Tuesday and you would not leave until Saturday night.  As it is 
now, you come in on Monday and can leave on Thursday night.  Either way, we 
are taking one day off at the beginning of the week.  Much of our volunteer labor 
in setting up and tearing down and comes with those who give up their free time 
to help.  If they have to take off work, will they still do that?  I am not saying that 
we shouldn’t change our dates — 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  I am sorry, Sister Joan, your time is up.  Thank you. 
 
Harold Terry, PGP:  Worthy Grand Matron, I am Harold  Terry, Past Grand 
Patron. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Yes, Brother Terry. 
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Harold Terry, PGP:  I am “opposed” – and partially for personal reasons – July 
is when I travel and I like to do other things than Eastern Star.  Summer is for 
Summer activities.  As most of you know in Nebraska, people tend to do things.  
When I worked on ranches and on farms, July was a month that I needed to be 
there.  May was a month that I didn’t need to be there.  And I think you will find 
that most ranchers and most farmers will tell you that they would prefer May as 
opposed to July.  I am well aware that some of the younger folks have to take off 
time, but those younger folks also – within Nebraska – also are capable of 
coming for a day as opposed to 3 or 4 days, and I think it is better to leave it in 
May or to assign a Committee if they really think they need to change it from 
May to look at another date than is less intrusive on ranchers and farmers.  
Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:   Is there any other delegate choosing to speak to 
Resolution No. 06-19? 
 
Emily Schoenleber, PM (94):  Worthy Grand Matron, Emily Schoenleber, Past 
Matron of Myrtle Chapter No. 94, I rise in support of this, but – I guess I need to 
be recognized first. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The Chair recognizes you, Emily, you may speak. 
 
Emily Schoenleber, PM:  Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron.  I am not prepared 
to speak, so forgive my informal remarks, but I do urge the body to support this 
Motion.  I know how much we value all of our members and if you feel that about 
them when we are talking about including our teachers and the inclusion of our 
farmers and ranchers, absolutely, I feel that; that makes sense.  I love the 
suggestion of maybe that we form a Committee in order to find a better date and 
time.  But we know that our teachers are such valued members of our 
organization and those of us who are parents of young children, having to figure 
out how to navigate attending and participating in Grand Chapter, it is such a 
struggle given the  time of the year, and what that means, for parents and 
teachers to be able to  participate and that is something that is beyond their 
control and it is within our control to make a change.  Do we need to make 
another change in a few years?  Perhaps; perhaps.  I am all for stability, but we 
have had it this way for years and years and years,  and it is time for something 
new to support and encourage participation of the teachers and the parents of 
young children who cannot be here so often because of our current time.  Thank 
you.  
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you.  Is there anyone else to speak for or against 
Resolution 06-19?  There is no one in this room going to that microphone, so -- 
 
Bruce Baker, PP (39):  Worthy Grand Matron, it is my understanding that I get 
to be the final speaker, is that correct? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Yes, as the Proponent of the Resolution, you may be 
the final speaker. 
 
Bruce Baker, PP (39):  Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron.  Just to clarify a 
couple of things:  We did form a committee 2 years ago at the suggestion from 
this body and the biggest concern was their initial thoughts of the  price of things 
would substantially go up if we moved it to the Summer, and there were some 
concerns about a weekend. We still utilize the weekend – one side or the other. 
What Paul Younes expressed to me is that he would like to have us here period, 
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but he would like us here for one weekend and this would definitely be, just a  
weekend.  He also pointed out that a new building is being built on his campus 
and will be open by next year – clearly, it would be open by 2025 and would be 
available and as business goes up, they can still control the costs to Order of the 
Eastern Star.  I am going to go back to the personal thing.  We had ten other 
petitions of people that would have liked to have been initiated at this session 
and the majority of them could not make it because of school.  My son and my 
daughter-in-law were not initiated because she is a teacher and this is just dead 
zone that you can’t get out of.  My daughter is a member – she is an 
Administrator in Arkansas, but she could not be here.  Karan’s two children – her 
two daughters are also in Education; they would have loved to have been here 
for this session, but they could not.  That speaks volumes to who we are 
missing; these are all the people who are 40 years or younger who we are really 
leaning toward.  I think we addressed the costs with the Committee and that was 
and that was really the only thing that they could came up with was the concerns 
of the cost and speculation that it would be higher, and I think from the 
documentation I have and the personal conversations with Paul Younes that I 
referred to that that would be not be the case, so I urge you to vote for it.  Thank 
you. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Since this Resolution to change the Constitution 
requires a two-thirds vote for passage, this will be a written ballot.  Please take 
out your Voting Card.  Do not cast your vote until so instructed.  So, the first step 
is to get in hand your Voting Card; the second step would be a writing utensil.  
You may tear off Ballot No. 1, which is at the bottom of your Voting Card.  If you 
are in Favor of Resolution 06-19, write the word, “For” – spelled out “f-o-r”.  If 
you are Opposed to Resolution 06-19, write “Against” – spelled “A-g-a-i-n-s-t”.  
Why are we being so specific about how you cast your vote?  We want your vote 
to be counted in the way you are voting; we want to avoid a spoiled ballot.  So 
you are using Ballot No. 1 and it should contain either the word, “For” or the 
word, “Against”, or it will be counted as a spoiled ballot and that vote would not 
be counted in that total.  Tellers, you will be required to collect the written ballots 
and count the written ballots.  We have Tellers stationed in each of the four 
Bubbles to collect and their counting stations have been established.  We have 
Tellers within this Bubble – and I would now ask that in all Bubbles, the Tellers 
collecting to collect the ballots. 
 
(Ballots were collected in the Grand Chapter Room and all Bubbles by 
the designated Tellers.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The Grand Chapter Room is the most complex one for 
collecting ballots.  Has everyone in the Grand Chapter Room exercised their 
right to vote? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  All ballots have now been collected within the Grand 
Chapter Room.  We will now wait for the Report of the Tellers.  As we wait for 
that, we will continue on with the business that does not require a vote or any 
action from our Grand Chapter Assembly.  I would now like to recognize at the 
Podium, Sister Nellie Frizzell from Dome Rock Chapter No. 215, who has 
tirelessly and oh so patiently, worked with us over the past 90 days as 
guidelines and regulations changed as to how we could best encourage 
participation for our  members to have the opportunity to financially support our 
projects; how to be safe; what would it look like; where would it go?  Yes, no, up, 
down, over, -- every plan we had made for a regular Grand Chapter Session 
was changed.  Many plans in that process to get to where we are today; things 
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changed multiple times, the flexibility and the graciousness of the Silent Auction 
Committee, is like that of our Tellers, our Registration Committee, and our 
Credentials Committee, and our musicians, everybody.  But especially dear 
Nellie, because we  were trying really hard to preserve some of our traditions 
and some of our interactions and some of the opportunities for you to be 
engaged and not just sitting all the time.  And, Sister Nellie, thank you, your 
support has been a blessing, and we would now be pleased to hear the Report 
of the Silent Auction Committee.  Thank you. 
 
Nellie Frizzell, PM (215), Chairman, Silent Auction Committee:  Thank you, 
Worthy Grand Matron.  This is just a small report and there will be more to 
come, but I want you to know that we appreciate everything that you did in 
bringing baskets, making the glass figures – oh, they have really done well for 
you.  And I want to report right now, we have collected $2,685; we did that in 
about a half-an-hour, I think – whoa!  The table still contains $1,575 worth of 
gifts and items, and we had a $270 in donations from the Chapters, so right 
now, if it works out, we are going to bring in $4,530 on this project that we didn’t 
know if we could do. (Applause).  So thank you all so very much, and I miss 
Margaret just as much as all the rest of you do, but we made it though. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Outstanding!  And thank you all for your support, your 
participation, and Sister Nellie, I am also going to take this opportunity since we 
are waiting to say things are not the same as our previous sessions.  For the 
2020 Session, Grand Representatives Association had prepared for a breakfast 
that could not be on our Agenda this session, so they had already made 
centerpieces and favors for that event.  But one of the things that changed this 
year is that we did not divide into smaller groups – well, we are in smaller 
groups, but all of us are doing the same thing at the same time.  So any Chapter 
that had agreed to host a social event in 2020, instead of 30 guests or 50 guests 
or 150 guests, they would now be looking at that 300 number of guests.  I told 
you earlier I don’t like to ask anybody to do anything I wouldn’t do, and telling 
someone, “Oh, we need 7 times the number of favors or programs,” did not set 
well with me.  Therefore, they were not obligated and I received a call from the 
Grand Representatives Association saying:  “Well, we have these things, how 
can we use them?”  It was our Grand Representatives Association whose 
decorations and loving favors graced us all on Monday – and thank you, those 
were Amazing Dogs at our tables – we are so grateful.  Thank you for your 
support and it was your President of the Grand Representatives, Karen Nichols, 
that we worked together with to get those together, and many phone calls. 
 
Nellie Frizzell, PM (215):  Well, many hands means “Paws-abilities”! 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you, Sister Nellie, on so many levels, so thank 
you.  (Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  I don’t see Brother Albert right now, so I can’t put him 
on the spot if I can’t see him – so while we are waiting, the talented fingers of 
Ruth Negus will provide us with some refreshing music from the heart.  Thank 
you, Sister Ruth. 
 
(Music Director Ruth Negus, PM, (277), played several musical 
selections while awaiting the return of the Tellers.) 
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Karan Birdsall, WGM:  I am just going to talk over the music for a moment.  Do 
you recognize what she is playing?  It is a Worship song, but I am not singing 
though, Ruth.  “Bless the Lord, Oh My Soul,” how blessed are we to be here; 
how blessed are we to have the opportunity to hear the voices of our members.  
And I am just going to encourage us to listen with love and speak with love.  
There is no one right instance to anybody; accept a  heart of tolerance; to listen, 
disagree, and not be disagreeable.  Bless the Lord, oh, my soul!  Thank you, 
Sister Ruth.  The next part of that song is “To Worship Your Holiness.”  Isn’t that 
why we are Eastern Stars?  “We have seen His star in the East and we have 
come to worship Him.”   
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you, Sister Ruth. Amen.  I’ll give you time to turn 
the page and find another one because I don’t see a Teller yet, so we will play 
“True Confession” – and I don’t have to be the only one to plays this game but 
I’ll start it because Bruce is not up here for me to tell him dog jokes.  But Ruth 
and that song— 
 
Ruth Negus (271):  Brother Jim said he could dance for you. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Oh, well, we’ll let Jim dance certainly.  We have all 
made sacrifices; we have all made adaptations, but the COVID presence in our 
World has been such a reality over the last 15 months and I have asked you to 
act with as low a risk as possible in your lives, in your Chapters, in your 
communities.  So early on, after some Churches began to open around Mother’s 
Day a year ago, I did not feel that the Church where Tim and I worship was low 
risk.  I haven’t gone because if I ask you not to do something, I am not going to 
do it as well.  But next month, I am going back to Church because I need that 
and Sister Ruth, you just reminded me with that song.  We are here to worship; 
we hope at the end of each day we have His songs to sing.  And while we have 
made sacrifices for each other, we trust that the blessings will hide them in us, 
too.  And Brother Albert, are you ready over there now?  I heard Jim wanted to 
dance!  Brother Jim agreed to be our Parliamentarian, but I didn’t ask him to do 
that! 
 
(A special video was shown on the Big Screen in the East – with the 
song, “Tiny Bubbles” sung by Don Ho, as the background music to the 
video.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  That was great – do you have anything else over there 
like that, Brother Albert or should we put Ruth back on the spot?   
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Oh, I see the Tellers are coming.  Yes, Brother 
Wendell? 
 
Wendell Wagner, Co-Chairman of the Tellers:  We have the results, Worthy 
Grand Matron. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM;  The Report of the Ballots for Resolution No. 06-19: 
Total Eligible Number of Votes was 334.  Those in Favor was 166; those in 
Opposition, 167; Total Votes Cast, 333; 1 Spoiled Ballot.  There is a requirement 
for a two-thirds vote for passage.  The Resolution has failed. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We will now consider Resolution 01-20. 
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Beverly Donham, PGM, Chairman of the Jurisprudence Committee:  We will 
now consider Resolution 01-20.  This Resolution seeks to amend the procedure 
of voting upon a petition for reinstatement for non-payment of dues, which is the  
first paragraph of Section 135. REQUIREMENTS..  The Rationale is:  Section 
63.  REINSTATEMENT.  Of the RULES AND REGULATIONS of the 
GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR states that 
“Upon the payment of the dues accrued at the time of suspension and the 
current year’s dues, a member may petition a Chapter for reinstatement by 
majority vote.”  By implementing this change to our Nebraska Grand Chapter 
Bylaws, we would be consistent with the General Grand Chapter Rules and 
Regulations. 
 
If adopted, Section 135 of the Nebraska Grand Chapter Bylaws, Order of the 
Eastern Star, will read:   
 
Section 135.  REQUIREMENTS.  A member who has been suspended for non-
payment of dues for more than one year may present a Petition for 
Reinstatement to the Chapter.  The petition must comply with Sections 122 
through 126.  It must be accompanied by the amount of money due the Chapter 
when suspension was made.  A Petition for Reinstatement requires a 
majority vote of the Chapter. 
       Any member suspended for non-payment of dues cannot become a 
member of another Chapter until after reinstatement and the issuance of a 
Demit. 
       An objection cannot be filed to a Petition for Reinstatement (See Sections 
124 and 139). 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Is the Proponent present? 
 
Bruce Baker, PP (39):  Like a bad penny, Bruce Baker, Past Patron, Acacia 
Chapter No.39, Hastings, and I move for the adoption of Resolution No. 01-
20. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Is there a second. 
 
(There was a second to the motion.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The Motion has been made and seconded.  You 
have heard the reading of Resolution No. 01-20 that is being considered by this 
body.  This motion has been and seconded to Adopt 01-20.  Is there any 
discussion? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Is there any discussion? 
 
Bruce Baker, PP (39):  Worthy Grand Matron, as the Proponent of this motion, I 
would offer a comment, if I may. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The Chair recognizes Bruce Baker. 
 
Bruce Baker, PP (39):  In my opinion to the due diligence on this, I feel that is 
just simply a “housekeeping” item.  The only question I have had since 
proposing this has simply been that the burden that the Chapter might have to 
have enough black cubes and white balls to determine a majority, rather than 
just to ability to just stop it.  But again, I do believe this is simply  
“housekeeping”; it’s pretty clear. 
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Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Okay, Brother Parliamentarian, I am going to put you on 
the spot now – and that might even be worse than dancing.  The Resolution 
states, “requires a majority vote.”  As I read that, it does not define “ballot”.  
When we vote in our Chapters we may do it by a show of – the usual sign or a  
written Ballot.  Or is it likewise interpretation that when it says, “requires a 
majority vote”, it does not require the Chapter to use the Ballot Box --  I mean, if 
you want to respond now, please do; otherwise, we would allow you to ponder. 
 
James F. Brown, Jr., PGM, Parliamentarian:  Worthy Grand Matron,  Since it 
refers to vote, I think it could be by a vote and not the Ballot Box.   I would think 
it could be a written vote or a vote at Grand Chapter by the voting cards.   
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you, Brother Jim.  The Resolution clearly states:  
“requires a majority vote”, therefore, it would not require the use of the Ballot 
Box.  Is there any discussion?  (None heard)  Is there anyone to speak for or 
against Resolution No. 01-20? 
 
Ruth Negus, PP (277):  Worthy Grand Matron, Aksarben Chapter No. 277 Past 
Matron.  I just – 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  You are acknowledged, Sister Ruth. 
 
Ruth Negus, PP (277):  I was just curious about the objection – a question.  
What do Sections 124 and 139 say – what about our objection? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  That is not a change. 
 
Ruth Negus, PP (277):  Not a change? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  No, the only thing that is being proposed in this 
Resolution is to change – and I will be quite blunt, our current Bylaw states “a 
ballot”., which three black cubes reject the ballot.   So, to be alignment with the 
procedure for reinstatement by a member for non-payment of dues who was 
suspended for more than year – to be in alignment with the General Grand 
Chapter Rules and Regulation, they do not require a ballot.  They require a 
majority vote.  So we are trying to align our Bylaws to be more clearly in 
agreement with General Grand Chapter.   So thank you for the question. 
 
Cynthia Timmermier, PP (169):  Worthy Grand Matron?  Cynthia Timmermier, 
Past Matron, Luna Chapter No. 169, Elkhorn. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The Chair recognizes Sister Cynthia. 
 
Cynthia Timmermier, PP:  In response to what Sister Ruth’s just queried, 
despite the reference in the General Grand Chapter Law to a “majority vote”, 
there is also Section 34 of the General Grand Chapter Law which says: “A ballot 
must be taken on every petition whether the report of the Committee on 
Investigations is favorable or unfavorable, and all ballots upon petitions must be 
taken at Stated Meetings”.  There is nothing – even though that was passed 
referring to a majority vote, they did not say – “notwithstanding the fact that 
every petition must be balloted upon; we’re going to let you do it this way this 
time.”  They left in place, Section 34 that “a ballot is required on every petition” in 
bold face type.  To my knowledge, that is still the law and the specifics overrules 
the general so even though it is a majority vote, I think that Brother Bruce is 
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correct in saying, we simply must have sufficient balls and cubes to determine 
the majority in the ballot box.  I don’t think we are released of the Eastern Star 
tradition of using the ballot box for votes.  Thank you. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The Parliamentarian concurs.  So, Brother Jim, please 
listen to me as I state this to make sure I am stating it correctly – that a majority 
vote is required;  however, it would take place via a ballot box.  Is there any 
other discussion? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Hearing none, does the Proponent choose to close with 
final reports or shall we move to vote? 
 
Bruce Baker, PP, (39):  Let us vote, Worthy Grand Matron. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:   Since the Resolution is to change the Bylaws of this 
Grand Chapter, it requires a Simple Majority vote for passage.  Please take out 
your voting cards.  If you are in favor of Resolution 01-20, to cast your vote you 
will raise your voting cards.  So, to vote in favor, Cards up.  (Pause) Cards 
down.  To vote in opposition of Resolution 01-20, Cards up.  (Pause) Cards 
down.  We will now wait for the Report of the Tellers regarding the majority vote. 
 
Emily Schoenleber, PP (94):  Worthy Grand Matron, may I have a Point of 
Order? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  You may, Sister Emily. 
 
Emily Schoenleber:  I am sorry, but our Bylaws do say that an amendment to 
the Bylaws must also be passed by a two-thirds vote not a Simple Majority.  
Section 174. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  I would refer to the Parliamentarian and the 
Jurisprudence Committee– did you say – what Section – what Section did you 
say. Emily? 
 
Emily Schoenleber:  174. – abbreviated from Robert’s Rules. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Section 174 of the ByLaws and does that refer 
specifically to a Bylaw?  I’ll wait for the answer from the Parliamentarian.  Do 
you concur? 
 
James F. Brown, Jr., PGP (Parliamentarian):  Worthy Grand Matron. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  And does that apply specifically to a bylaw? 
 
James F. Brown, Jr., PGP (Parliamentarian):  Yes. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Well, okay, if you would inform the Tellers that that 
ballot will not be accepted – all right, it will stand.  I take it that this does not 
require a written ballot.  It will stand.  Okay, Brother Don, do we have a count of 
the votes or just-- 
 
Don Havekost, Co-Chair of Tellers Committee:  We just have a card vote. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  And did you count those cards – or did you just review 
them by a majority? 
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Don Havekost: It was by a show of cards and the majority were in favor of the 
resolution. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM  And do we have a count for the cards?  It needs to be 
two-thirds. Don -- did you count the cards? 
 
Don Havekost:  No, and it is just a Simple Majority, isn’t it? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  No, it is not a simple majority.  I am sorry. 
 
Don Havekost:  No, we did not get a count.  
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  I want there to be no question about the integrity of the 
vote,; therefore, we will cast the ballot again. Concurring that it must be a two-
thirds majority – not a Simple Majority.  We will cast the vote by a display of 
cards.  Tellers will count the cards and we will report an actual number for this 
vote.    Thank you, Gentlemen.  Have your Voting Cards ready.  This Resolution 
is to the Change the Bylaws.  If you are in favor of Resolution No. 01-20, by 
raising your Voting Cards, you are voting in favor;  Cards up.  (Pause)  Please 
keep your cards up so we can have an accurate count.  Thank you for your 
patience. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Brother Dennis, have all of the votes been counted in 
this room?  For in favor? 
 
Dennis Dubry, Member of Tellers Committee:  They have, Worthy Grand 
Matron. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Cards down.  If you are in opposition of Resolution 01-
20, you will vote by raising your cards.  Cards up.  (Pause) Have all votes in 
opposition been counted?  Cards down.  We will now wait for the Tellers Report. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Brother Albert, what have you got for us --do you have 
something for us? 
 
(A musical video “Rock Around the Clock” was shown on the Big 
Screen while awaiting the Report of the Tellers.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Grand Secretary, do you have any 
announcements? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary:  Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron.  
Once again, we still have that silver ring and we have a little bookmark up here; 
and then, this was found outside – it’s a very pretty pendant, so I hope this gets 
to the owner.  If you are missing anything, please let us know.  Once again, we 
still have not found the Eastern Star ring, so we hope that gets turned in.  And 
we were going to do this at the conclusion of the Business Meeting, but we are 
going to do it a little early – the Fraternal Relations Committee has envelope 
packets for each Chapter.  Please pick up immediately following dismissal for 
the break.  They will be located at the former Credentials area, and that was 
from Sister Joyce Roberts, Chairman of the Fraternal Relations Committee.  
Thank you very much, Worthy Grand Matron. 
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Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Is Betty Kirby – she must be in a Bubble – no, Lorrie 
Bryant, could you come to the podium, please?  It is me doing business -- and I 
apologize that Brother Bruce is not in the room right now, but this is from both of 
us.  – Oh, Brother Bruce is here,  There is no light shining on your head, Bruce, I 
missed seeing you, I am so sorry!  (Laughter)  Could you both join me, please?  
I would like to draw to your attention one item in the Budget that was passed 
today because it is very near and dear to the hearts of the project work  that we 
are doing with the Foundation, with our projects and with the Dog Committee.  I 
just want to find out – we have been supporting the funding for a Service Dog for 
an autistic patient – a young boy in Lincoln.  His family had committed to the dog 
and were making payments on the dog.  The dog is in training and it is ready to  
come to this family; however, one of the family members has been diagnosed 
with cancer and the medical bills are preventing them from finishing the process 
of funding for this service dog.  Our Standing Committee chose this organization 
for a donation from them.  So did our Public Charities and so did the Grand 
Matron and Worthy Grand Patron projects and the balance on that service dog 
was $5,000 and that was part of the approved project monies earlier today.  It is 
such a blessing that we are all a part of completing the funding for that dog. and 
--- Oh, I see a Teller and we will do this again.  Brother Wendell, do we have a 
report?   
 
Wendell Wagner, Co-Chair of Tellers:  We do, Worthy Grand Matron. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Total votes cast – 281;  votes in favor – 274; votes in 
opposition – 7.  Therefore, that exceeds the two-thirds requirement for passage; 
therefore, Resolution 01-20 to change our Bylaws has passed.  And I believe 
the Parliamentarian would like to address the two-thirds required for Bylaws. 
 
James F. Brown, Jr., PGM, Parliamentarian:  I believe the Sister originally 
cited Section 174.  Section 174 – that particular section is governing 
Subordinate Chapters, not governing Grand Chapters.  The Bylaw governing the 
Grand Chapter – there are only two sections that I can find pertaining to that and 
that is Section 9.  REQUIRED VOTE.  A majority of those present and voting 
shall determine all questions, except as otherwise specifically provided.  A 
majority vote is necessary for the election of officers.  And the other section  
governing Grand Chapter is Section 41.  PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY.  The 
rules contained in the current edition of “Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly 
Revised” shall govern Nebraska Grand Chapter in all cases in which they are 
applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with the Constitution, these 
Bylaws, and any special rules of order which Nebraska Grand Chapter, Order of 
the Eastern Star adopted.  We are in Grand Chapter; we are not in a 
Subordinate Chapter, so I think the voting, Section 9, that says:  “All questions 
are solved by a Majority vote, applies.  I think we do not have to use the two-
thirds. 
 
Emily Schoenleber, PP (74):  Worthy Grand Matron, with due respect – 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The Chair acknowledges Sister Emily. 
 
Emily Schoenleber, PP (94):  Worthy Grand Matron, Emily Schoenleber, Past 
Matron, Myrtle Chapter No. 94.  With due respect to the Parliamentarian, the 
Grand Chapter Bylaws continue into Subordinate Chapter Bylaws – the 
numbering -- they are all one section of Bylaws, and can only be amended at 
Grand Chapter not by local  Chapters; therefore, they are one set of Bylaws and 
Section 174 applies to the acts of this body -- is my understanding.  And it also 
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has been an issue in prior rulings when we did have issues of amendments 
passing by a Simple Majority and not two-thirds majority as the precedent of this 
body. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Emily, would you cite those again, so the 
Parliamentarian can be certain that he’s hearing the references you are making? 
 
Emily Schoenleber:  Certainly, still referencing Section 174, but the simple fact 
that the Grand Chapter Bylaws continue in numbering from the Grand Chapter 
Sections to the Sections governing Subordinate Chapters, it is ultimately one 
Bylaws.  It’s two sections and only one set of rules with regard to how they are 
amended, and they are amended by acts of the Grand Chapter not by local 
Chapters.  Therefore, it applies – Section 174 applies to the entirety of the 
Bylaws as amended here at Grand Chapter.  Further and additionally, “Robert’s 
Rules of Order” direct organizations to speak to how amendments are made and 
as this is the only mention in our Bylaws of how to amend the Bylaws, that is 
what applies to both subsections of our Bylaws, is my understanding.  Of 
course, I defer to the Parliamentarian’s judgment and rulings and I would be 
open to further side conversation if you would like, Brother Jim.  Sorry, I am a 
nerd! 
 
(Discussion were held between Parliamentarian, the Jurisprudence 
Committee, and the Worthy Grand Matron.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you, Brother Jim.  Clarity is always the desires of 
those present and Sister Emily, the reference you have presented today is an 
item worthy of discussion and bearing some research – probably not something 
that we can bring the opinions together and have a ruling before the end of 
installation; therefore, the next three ballots will all be cast by written ballots and 
we will only allow them to pass today by a two-thirds vote and then the issue will 
be reviewed.  We are now ready for Resolution 02-20. 
 
Beverly Donham, PGM, Chairman of Jurisprudence Committee:  If adopted, 
Resolution 02-20 will change the procedure of petitioning for reinstatement by a 
member who has been suspended for non-payment of dues.  The Rationale is:  
The simple truth is that every Chapter has its own personality, and while the 
suspended member may not be a good fit in the Chapter they were suspended 
by, they may become an active and contributing member of another Chapter.  
By implementing this revision we offer the opportunity of Eastern Star 
membership that could benefit both the Chapter and the suspended member.  
This in no way relieves the Investigation Committee from their assigned duties.   
 
If adopted, Section 135 of the Nebraska Grand Chapter Bylaws, Order of the 
Eastern Star, will read: 
 
Section 135.  REQUIREMENTS.  A member who has been suspended for non-
payment of dues for more than one year may present a Petition for 
Reinstatement to the Chapter.  The petition must comply with Sections 122 
through 126.  It must be accompanied by the amount of money due the Chapter 
when suspension was made. 
  Any member suspended for non-payment of dues cannot become a member of 
another Chapter until after reinstatement and the issuance of a Demit or until 2 
petitions for reinstatement have failed at which time the suspended 
member may Petition another Chapter for membership.  The dues liability 
would be enforced by the reinstating Chapter at its dues rate. 
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  An objection cannot be filed to a Petition for Reinstatement (See Sections 124 
and 139). 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Is the Proponent present to move for adoption? 
 
Bruce Baker, PP (39):  Worthy Grand Matron, Bruce Baker, Past Patron, 
Acacia Chapter No. 39, Hastings, and I move for the adoption of Resolution 
02-20. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Is there a second?   
 
Jan Thoman, PGM:  I second the motion. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  We have a second.  You have heard the reading of 
Resolution 02-20 that is being considered by this body.  The motion has been 
made and seconded to adopt Resolution 02-20.  Is there discussion? 
 
Bruce Baker, PP (39):  Worthy Grand Matron, Bruce Baker, Past Patron, 
Acacia Chapter No. 39, Hastings, Nebraska.  I am the Proponent and I would 
simply state that this is not directed at any particular situation.  I am drawn to the 
fact – and these are my feelings personally -- that you cannot bring somebody 
into our organization – meaning the Order of the Eastern Star unless they have 
a connection to a Mason in good standing.  And it always strikes me that the 
Great Great Grandfather of a young lady that would like to join this organization, 
if he was in good standing, and she qualifies to join, but yet a Brother in good 
standing that lives next door and has watched this young lady cannot vouch for 
them and therefore, they are kept out.  This same situation, but different – we 
have personalities within our Chapters and fortunately and unfortunately it is a 
fact of life, and some people simply just do or do not fit into that particular 
Chapter or maybe they have relocated – and that’s why their personalities are a 
little different of what they would like to do with their service of donation and of 
time and money.  And this would give the opportunity for that situation to be 
rectified if they, in fact, are suspended and a particular Chapter does not want to 
experience a situation which is their absolute their right or for whatever reason, 
and  yet, a Chapter down the road that you would like to participate in, would do 
their due diligence as indicated by our Bylaws with the Investigating Committee 
and they would choose to elect them after they have been rejected twice by their 
Chapter.  I see this as only a good thing for everybody – it’s a win-win for the 
Chapter that doesn’t have to deal with the situation within its rights and the 
Chapter that would like to be involved.  Thank you.   
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Time.  Oh, I am sorry, I didn’t mean to interrupt your last 
statement, Brother Bruce.  Is there any further discussion? 
 
Cynthia Timmermier, PM (169):  Worthy Grand Matron and other dignitaries, 
Sisters and Brothers, Cynthia Timmermier, Past Matron, Luna Chapter No. 169, 
Elkhorn. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The Chair recognizes you, Sister Cynthia. 
 
Cynthia Timmermier, PM (169):  Thank you.  I need to speak in opposition to 
Resolution No. 02-20.  I haven’t spoken with passion on this floor about anything 
since Jim DeMoss and I got into it about 18 years ago, and I am speaking with 
passion and I am speaking sincerely.  Our Order is not founded on personality 
traits.  Our Order is founded on our selection of members who are of the moral 
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caliber that we want them to be a member of our Chapter.  This is not a 
housekeeping resolution.  This is about a very important issue.  It seeks to take 
a petition of a twice petitioning member who has sought to be reinstated two 
times and then allow that member to go to a third, perhaps unknowing Chapter, 
and seek membership.  You don’t how diligent of the – the due diligence of the 
Investigating Committee would be because there is no requirement that that 
Investigating Committee go to the prior Chapter.  In effect, this resolution is a 
slap in the face and a show of lack of loyalty and fealty to the considered, 
thoughtful, and sometimes painful opinion of a Chapter, who has had to 
entertain two petitions for reinstatement, and in each instance has found that the 
petitioner is not of such character or has violated Eastern Star laws so that they 
can be a member of this Chapter again.  This is a very important way that a 
Chapter can-- 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Time, Sister Cynthia? 
 
Cynthia Timmermier, PM (169):  -- determine its own membership and I urge 
you to consider that.  Thank you. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you.  Is there any other discussion? 
 
Dennis Rix, PP (92):  Dennis Rix, Past Patron, Arbor Vitae Chapter No. 92, 
Fremont. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Dennis, would you get closer to the microphone, 
please? 
 
Dennis Rix:  Dennis Rix, Past Patron, Arbor Vitae Chapter No. 92. Fremont, 
Nebraska.  I am For this Resolution, and – 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The Chair recognizes you. 
 
Dennis Rix, PP (169):  I am for this resolution and I would disagree with the 
previous speaker that this is a personality issue and I’ve witnessed a small 
number of people that can get together  ahead of time, decide ahead of time 
what they are going to do, and force their will upon somebody who is of very 
good character, and it is their decision that that person is forever denied being a 
member of this beloved Order.  It is not fair.  I believe the resolution before us 
would be a very positive means to repair a situation.  I see it as no different than 
when you petition a Chapter – you wait to be voted down; you wait and come 
back and you petition again so you can petition a different Chapter.  What is the 
difference?  There is none, and after all, it is up to the individual.  To me, it is 
obviously the responsibility of the Investigating Committee to determine the 
character and make their recommendations and then ultimately the members of 
that Chapter – and rightly so – decide the fate of that individual for that time.  
Thank you. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Is there any further discussion? 
 
Cynthia Timmermier, PM (169):  Cynthia Timmermier, Luna Chapter No. 169, 
Past Matron. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The Chair recognizes Sister Cynthia. 
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Cynthia Timmermier, PP (169):  It was exactly for what Brother Dennis said, 
which is to “repair” a situation that the United States Constitution does not allow 
that type of legislation.  It’s unconstitutional; it’s called “ex post facto legislation”  
You can’t take a certain situation and say, “We didn’t like this and we’re going to 
fix it by this law”.  That punishes some people and awards other people.  It is not 
permitted in this country.  It is not permitted to make our Order’s membership 
based on a cult of personality or cuteness or “Gee, I like that person; she will fit 
in.”  That is not what our Landmarks say; that is not what our Laws say when 
they talk about “character”.  And we heard this morning Brother David said, “For 
ways of pleasantness and all the paths of peace,”  and I apologize to each of 
you because my Pastor has not been peaceful.  On the other hand, I heard 
Adah say that “we must have fidelity to convictions of right and duty,” and that’s 
what people are thinking about when they ballot on a petition for relief of a 
suspension for non-payment of dues. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Is there any further discussion?  (None heard)  Is there 
any other discussion?  Then the Proponent may close – do you have closing 
remarks?  . 
 
Bruce Baker, PP (39):  Worthy Grand Matron, to be perfectly clear, I cannot 
speak to the Law that Sister Cynthia has referred to and I don’t want to get into 
comparing what we do.  I can only tell you that is not taking a position of trying to 
fix or repair a situation; this is for the position of allowing consideration for 
someone who has already received our Degrees and for whatever reason and 
whatever location, the situation does not allow them to come back.  I would also 
point out that – and I may not be as proficient as maybe Sister Cynthia is -- but 
our Obligation says:  “that I will not perform any act of unjustness or unkindness 
to a Brother or a Sister.  I will not speak evil of a Sister or a Brother.”  We could 
do this all day.  This is not to directed at a specific situation.  This, I think, is an 
opportunity for us to come to a position of love and consideration and try to allow  
membership to people who are qualified or clearly have been qualified.  It does 
simply does recognize that you can be rehabilitated – I have no idea specifically, 
nor do I care to comment on maybe what the last two speakers are referring to, 
but we do change; we do improve.  I know I am probably not the same person I 
was two years ago and won’t be in two years from now.  But to be clear, this is 
just a chance to give us another opportunity to live our Obligation and embrace 
a previous member that has maybe has been suspended for nonpayment of 
dues or for other reasons rejected from that home Chapter.  Thank you. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Since a Simple Majority Vote is in question, this vote will 
require two-thirds majority to pass and therefore, will become a written ballot.  
Please take out Ballot No. 2 and remove it from your Card.  For it to be a 
countable ballot, we are to either use the word, “For”, spelled F-O-R, or the word 
to vote against that, use the word “A-G-A-I-N-S-T”.  You will now cast your 
ballot.  It is Resolution 02-20, Voting Card No. 2.  Please prepare your ballot.   
 
(Tellers prepared to collect the ballots.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Have all – could we please have the Tellers collect the 
ballots.  Has every vote been cast and collected by the Tellers that are in the 
Grand Chapter Room?  It appears to be complete.   
 
Dennis Dubry, Tellers Committee:  It is complete. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you, Brother Dennis. 
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(The ballot was taken on Resolution 02-20 in all Bubble Rooms.  
Special music was played by the Grand Organist, Sister Sharon 
McArdle, along with a brief video shown on the big screen in the Grand 
Chapter Room.) 
 
Lorrie Bryant, PM (271):  Worthy Grand Matron? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Lorrie. “Paws Up” has been  the Special Project 
of the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron, and we have been 
through our membership and beyond our membership collecting money that 
would be extended by our criteria for worthy recipients and  dogs for them and 
organizations and we are making several donations, but this one is especially 
important to us.  And on behalf of our  “Paws Up” Special Project and into the 
hands of our OES Star Dogs, Inc., our new Public Charity, we would like to 
present this check. 
 
Lorrie Bryant, PM (271):  Thank you.  It will be put to very good use I am 
confident. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  How about that music?  Thank you, Sister Sharon, and 
Brother Albert, thank you for the video.  Oh, wait a minute, maybe a dog joke? 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  I have a Charlie story. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGP:  Okay, let’s have a Charlie Story.  These may not be as 
funny as last week, but we will see! 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  So I guess we have time for a left-handed dog joke.  This 
is a story about a man named, Charlie.  That is as close as I can get to a dog 
story – and one particular dog.  Well, anyway, there were two old gentlemen, 
one named Charlie and one named Tim, and they lived in a nursing home.  And 
every place they went,  Tim and Charlie would go together and they would walk 
into anywhere and people would say, “Hey, Charlie, how are you?”  or they 
would say, “Hi, Charlie” and this really bothered Tim.  So eventually Jim said:  
“Good Lord, do you know every one?”  -- and of course, we now have our own 
Charlie and I’ll tell this story next year, David, if you will allow me! 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  I am sorry, Brother Bruce, but the Tellers are back.  
Regarding Resolution No. 02-20, there were 328 total eligible votes; 228 votes 
cast in Favor; 99 votes cast in Opposition; but the total number of votes cast 
was 327.  Based on that count of votes, 218 is required for passage; 228 were 
cast.  The Resolution 02-20 has passed. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Our next item of business is Resolution No. 03-20. 
 
Beverly Donham, PGM, Chairman of Jurisprudence Committee:  If adopted, 
Resolution 03-20 would change the requirements of those named on a new 
Chapter Dispensation when petitioning for a Charter.  The Rationale is:  Section 
51 was written prior to the recognition of Plural Membership by the Grand 
Jurisdiction of Nebraska and as written, hampers the establishment of new 
Chapters.  This revision would allow a member to maintain membership in their 
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home or primary Chapter while participating in an effort to establish a new 
Chapter.  
      If adopted, Section 51 of the Nebraska Grand Chapter Bylaws, Order of the 
Eastern Star will read: 
 
Section 5.  Members.  Only those named in the Dispensation creating a new 
Chapter, together with those initiated therein, are members thereof and entitled 
to vote.  Other members of the Order may join in the petition for a Charter, 
provided they have been found by secret ball ballot to be unobjectionable to all 
the members.  All who are not initiated in such Chapter must present their 
Demits or Certificates of Good Standing from their Primary Chapter with the 
petition for the Charter. 
 
Bruce Baker, PP (39):  Worthy Grand Matron, before we move further and 
because your signature is on this, and I have talked with all three signers, 
including myself, and I withdraw Resolution 03-20 for consideration and I 
think it is the best option. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you, Brother Bruce.  The Proponent has 
withdrawn Resolution 03-20.  Resolution 01-21 is now in order.  Whoever is 
speaking as the Proponent on this Resolution, please move toward the 
microphone.  I am sorry, we have taken things a little bit out of order and 
someone might not yet be prepared to come in because you thought we had 
another written ballot prior to this. 
 
Beverly Donham, PGM, Chairman of Jurisprudence Committee:  If adopted, 
Resolution 01-21 will add 75-year membership to be entitled to receive 
membership year pin.  The Rationale is:  The members that reach these goals 
should be recognized by Grand Chapter.  Someone reaching 75 years of 
membership will be 95-years to 100 plus years of age – and they actually could 
be 93 if they joined at 18.  This simple recognition would be quite valued and 
meaningful to our oldest members, most of whom are no longer able to actively 
participate in Chapter activities. 
      If adopted, Section 72 of the Bylaws governing the Subordinate Chapters of 
Nebraska Grand Chapter Order of the Eastern Star will read:   
 
Section 72.  FIFTY AND SEVENTY-FIVE YEAR MEMBERS.  An Eastern Star 
member who has been in good standing for a period of fifty (50) or seventy-five 
(75) years in any Chapter and who now holds membership in a Chapter in this 
Grand Jurisdiction is entitled, upon proper application to receive from the Grand 
Chapter of Nebraska a pin designating the appropriate years of membership.  In 
computing time, a Demit to transfer membership, if consummated within six (6) 
months, shall not be considered a break of membership. 
      Each year, the Chapter Secretary shall furnish the Grand Secretary with a 
list of those members who are eligible, by the Chapter records, to receive a 50 
or 75-year pin.  The Grand Secretary will verify the record of those eligible 
members and issue the pin and certificate, such items to be paid for out of the 
Grand Chapter funds. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Is there a Proponent to speak regarding Resolution 01-
21? 
 
Laurie Sieg, PM (271):  Worthy Grand Matron, Laurie Sieg, Past Matron, 
Temple Chapter No. 271. 
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Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The Chair recognizes Sister Laurie. 
 
Laurie Sieg, PM (271):  I believe that this is correcting an omission that we 
probably would not have recognized that we have 75-year members until Sister 
Karen shared with us that the only other time that Grand Chapter had been 
cancelled was during the war and there were 75 year members still alive, and I 
support the awarding of the pins and Grand Chapter awarding those pins, 
because now we recognize that there are people with such longevity and 
longevity in membership.  Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Is there any discussion?  Oh, I am sorry, is there a 
second? 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Worthy Grand Matron, I second the motion. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Thank you.  You have heard the reading of Resolution 
01-21, presented to this body.  It has been moved and seconded for adoption.  
Is there any discussion?  (Hearing none.)  Is there any discussion? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Hearing none and seeing none at this time.  This 
Resolution to change the Bylaws of the Grand Chapter, we are implementing a 
majority two-thirds vote for its passage.  So everyone, if you please take out 
your Voting Cards – if you are favor of Resolution 01-21, remove Ballot No. 3-
21.  A vote For the adoption of this resolution is cast by using the word, “FOR”. 
A vote against the adoption of this resolution is cast by writing “AGAINST”.  
Please cast your vote on Card No. 3-21. 
 
(The Tellers collected the ballots from all the Bubbles and proceeding 
to the Counting Tables.) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Worthy Matron, while we are waiting for the Ballots to be 
counted, may I finish my Tim and Charlie story? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  You may, Worthy Grand Patron. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Okay.  Tim and Charlie – everybody knows Charlie, so 
they had a little side wager for a substantial amount of money at least to me, it 
was over $100.    So Tim turns to Charlie and says:  “How are we going to prove 
this?”  So Charlie says:  “You name 3 people that you don’t think I know and we 
will see if I am wrong.”  So, Tim  thought for a little bit and he says:  “You know 
that Rock Johnson out in California – that guy has been around a lot, but I doubt 
that he would know you due to your age and professional difference.”  So, he 
said:  “Okay, fair enough, I do know Rock, but go on.”  So, Tim said:  “I don’t 
think you know that football coach, Scott Frost, from Lincoln, Nebraska.  I don’t 
think you know anybody in Nebraska except Karan Birdsall.”  So Charlie says:  
“You know, I might know Scott Frost.”  So then Tim said:  “Well, what about 
President Joe Biden – he lives a long way from us and I don’t think you know 
him.”  Charlie said:  “Yeah, I do know him; in fact, if you’d  like to choose four, I’ll 
let you choose four.  So he thought and he thought and Tim came back the next 
day and said:  “I don’t think you know the Pope – no way, would you know the 
Pope?”  Charlie said:  “No actually, I do.”  So anyway they go out to California 
and are in  Sacramento to a wrestling match; the Rock walks by and he says:  
“Hey Charlie, I am so glad you are here.”  And Tim goes:  “Oh my Lord”.  So, 
there’s one check for Charlie.  So they move on and they decide to go to 
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Lincoln, Nebraska on their way to Washington D.C.  They stop in and go down 
to the University and they see Scott Frost out playing catch with a football, and 
go over to him and sure enough he says: “Hey, Charlie, do you want to play 
some football with us?”  And Tim is beside himself. So they travel to  
Washington, D.C. and walk into the White House; they get in the audience and 
Joe Biden comes out and greets Charlie and Tim is just about to have a fit – and 
I am making this too long – and so they decide to fly to Rome and they go to  
Vatican City.  It happened to be on a day when the Pope was going to have a 
nap and for those of you who are familiar, he comes out onto the balcony and 
there are thousands of people in the courtyard for this nap.  And so, when they 
get there, Charlie says:  “Would you be satisfied that I know the Pope if I get into 
see him with all the Security and all those people around?”  Tim thinks it over 
and says:  “Yeah, that would be good enough.”  So, sure enough, Charlie goes 
into the Vatican and Tim is out there in courtyard with thousands of people and 
the doors open up on the balcony and out comes the Pope and Charlie, and 
Charlie is looking around for Tim.  So Tim goes down on the ground like a sack 
of potatoes – goes down on the ground --  and Charlie says:  “Oh, no, I have to 
get down there, it’s my friend on the ground.”  And he says:  “Tim, Tim, are you 
okay?”  And Tim finally comes to and he says:  “You know, when you told me 
you knew Rock Johnson, that was amazing; and when you told me you knew 
Scott Frost and you actually did, that was beyond amazing; and when we got in 
to see Joe Biden, the President of the United States and he calls you by your 
first name, I was astounded.  But when you were standing there and the guy 
standing next to me says:  ‘Who is that guy up there with his arm around 
Charlie, that was more than I could take.”  Charlie is really, really well known.  
(Laughter) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Shall we test the intelligence of our Worthy Grand 
Patron?  I won’t require a two-thirds vote!  (Laughter)  In which sea battle did 
Nelson die? 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  You got me – I don’t know? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The last one he fought in!  (Laughter) 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Okay, so they came out on the balcony and Tim passes 
out ----- 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Question No. 2:  Where was the Declaration of 
Independence signed? 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  I am going to say it was on the second page? 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Close – at the bottom of the page.  (Laughter)   
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Aww!   
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  It is because I have had no sleep -- did you know that is 
main reason which causes – produces a  divorce. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  You know, I want to clarify this – Susie and I  have 37 
years and 8 days invested – 
 



233 
 

Karan Birdsall, WGM:  That statistically is one of the main causes of divorce  --
more than any other cause.  You know, when I go into statistics -- 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  You got me there.  To be perfectly clear, and Reg, I need 
your counsel -- is sleep deprivation a defense for insanity? 
 
Reg Kuhn, PP (271):  Sure. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  Thank you.  Before we get to announcement of the vote, 
because this is the last piece of legislation we’re going to consider at this 
Session, would the Tellers please make their way into the Grand Chapter 
Bubble.   
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Any corner, will do.  I have the results of the vote on 
Resolution No. 01-21 regarding adding 75-year anniversary to those recognized 
by Grand Chapter.  309 votes were cast; 206 would be the required number for 
two-thirds passage.  Those in favor 306; those in opposition 3.  Therefore, 
Resolution 01-21 has passed. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  This concludes consideration of any resolutions during 
this Grand Chapter Session and we would now like to call on the Tellers and I 
would especially like to introduce the Co- Chairmen, Wendell Wagner and Don 
Havekost – we will give them a moment to get in here, so that means I get to 
ask Bruce one more quiz question:  If you choose to talk about sleep 
deprivation, how can a man go 8 days without sleeping? 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  He could be the Worthy Grand Patron for Sister Karan 
Birdsall.  (Laughter) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Well, the real answer is:  No problem; he doesn’t sleep 
during the night because he sleeps during the day!  All right, I would like to 
recognize this awesome Committee? 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  If you will give your attention to my right – your left – to 
that corner of the room, we would like to recognize our Tellers.  This is such a 
challenge and you’ve worked – and here comes a bunch more – Sister and 
Brother Tellers, we would like to identify and recognize those who served as our 
Tellers:  Brothers Wendell Wagner and Don Havekost, Co-Chairman of the 
Tellers,  -- this was just unprecedented and a real challenge.  You made it work 
and we will get this as quickly as we can -- but we do want to show our 
appreciation because you made this as above board and uncontested as 
possible, so thank you. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  And we also want to extend our gratitude to Brother 
Jim, who has served as the Parliamentarian for today’s procedures.  Thank you, 
Brother Jim.  (Applause) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Our Grand Chapter business is complete.  Thank you.  
Let us unite in singing our Closing Ode. 
 
The Closing Ode, “Hymn of Promise” was sung by Sister Nila 
Jacobsen, PP (271). The Grand Chaplain offered prayer.  The Grand 
Conductress closed the Bible on the Altar and at the direction of the 
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Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Marshal proclaimed the Grand 
Chapter called from Labor to Refreshment to reconvene at 5:00 p.m.   
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Dottie, it was our distinct privilege to serve with 
you and it has been our adamant aim to deliver to you a 30 minute break prior to 
your 5:00 p.m. installation, and we have come really close, but if you would 
allow to consider that while we allow a 30 minute break and ask the Enduring 
Hope Grand Officers to be in line at the door at 5:05, we will begin your 
installation at that time.   
 
Dotte Arent, AGM:  That will be fine. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  “Enduring Hope” Grand Officers, please be in the dining 
room to enter informally at 5:05 p.m.  The rest of those who will be attending the 
Open Installation for the 2021-2022 Grand Officers, please likewise be in your 
seats at that time.  Everyone is allowed a break.  I trust by now you have 
learned how to travel paths of least resistance and avoid crowds, and we will 
take a break and return to our Bubble at 5:05 p.m.  Please remain seated until 
the Grand Officers have retired.  The Grand Officers will retire. 
 
(The 2019-2021 Grand Officers retired informally.  Nila Jacobsen, PM 
(271), accompanied by Reg Kun, PP (271), sang “Star of the East.”) 
 
         THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 12, 2021 
   5:05 p.m. 
           INSTALLATION OF GRAND OFFICERS FOR 2021-2022 
 
(There were musical selections played by Ruth Neeman, PM (257) 
prior to the start of installation.  At 5:05 p.m., the 2019-2021 Grand 
Officers entered informally.  The Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy 
Grand Patron were escorted to the East and given the Grand Honors.  
At the direction of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Acting Grand Marshal 
called the 145th Annual Session of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska from 
Refreshment to Labor for the Ceremony of Installation.) 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  Sister Dottie, Brother David, and to your Grand Officers, 
we wish all the best for you.  It is your time to bring into reality those “Oceans of 
Possibilities” that you have planned, prepared, put on hold, and now get to 
unveil.  We pray blessings upon each of you; we wish you God’s speed; and we 
are here and honored to serve you. 
 
Bruce Baker, WGP:  We have collectedly – and for probably be the last time 
officially – we stated early on that our success will be measured by your 
success, and we have no doubts that you will – and your Grand Family – will 
rise head and shoulders above us and continue in the right direction -- we only 
hope we got you started, and we wish you absolutely the best in the coming 
year. 
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  So if you run out of fuel, just call us because we will 
show up!  We are now ready for the Ceremony of Installation for the 2021-2022 
Grand Officers.  We welcome family and friends and members, who are in the 
Grand Chapter room or in the Crystal Ballroom Bubbles, and for the first time 
ever, on Facebook Live.  We welcome you all and thank you for coming.  And I 
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now have the honor of presenting Sister Sue Andreasen, Past Grand Matron, 
who will serve as the Installing Grand Officer.  Thank you, Past Grand Matron 
Sue. 
 
Susan Andreasen, PGM, Installing Grand Officer:  Thank you, Past Grand 
Matron almost!  
 
Karan Birdsall, WGM:  The 2019-2021 Grand Officers will retire. 
 
(The 2019-2021 Grand Officers retired informally. There were musical 
Selections by Elizabeth Berkland, PHQ, Bethel #37, Ainsworth, during 
the recess.) 
 
Susan Andreasen, PGM, Installing Grand Officers:  Good Evening.  Other 
officers assisting me will be : 
 
Alvin Benemerito, PGP       Assistant Installing Grand Officer 
Betty Garwood, PGM       Installing Grand Marshal 
Wanda Fisher, PGM       Installing Grand Chaplain 
Mary Ann Stevens, PM        Installing Grand Organist 
 
(The Installing Grand Officer called a short recess to prepare for the 
Ceremony of Installation.) 
 
  CEREMONY OF INSTALLATION  
 
(The Installing Officers assumed their stations. The Installing Grand 
Officer instructed the Installing Grand Marshal to invite the 2021-2022 
Grand Officers and Grand Trustees to enter the Chapter Room.  Due to 
COVID-19, the Grand Marshal led the Officers Elect into the Grand 
Chapter Room informally and they took their stations without 
ceremony.) 
 
GRAND OFFICERS AND GRAND TRUSTEE INSTALLED FOR 2021-
2022 WERE: 

Dottie Arent (113) …............      Worthy Grand Matron 
David A. Wetrosky (1)……………. Worthy Grand Patron 
Laurie Sieg (271) ………………. Associate Grand Matron 
Wayne Andreasen..............    Associate Grand Patron 
Jan Thoman, PGM (9) ………….. Grand Secretary 
Karla Lawler (142) ………. Grand Treasurer 
Linda Dubry (261) ………………… Grand Conductress 
Sheli Rice (325) …………        Associate Grand  
        Conductress 
Don Norman (279) …………… Grand Trustee 
Beverly Donham (299) ………  Grand Trustee 
Eric D. VanSky (325) ………… Grand Chaplain 
L. Cecil Smith  ….................     Grand Marshal 
Barbara Crowe (31) …………   Grand Organist 
Dehnia Bullerdiek (94) ………   Grand Adah 
Kristy Nerud (264) ………. .  Grand Ruth 



236 
 

Sarah Hobbie (1) ……………    Grand Esther 
Stacy Newcomb (301) ……       Grand Martha 
Elizabeth Charbonneau (6)…..   Grand Electa 
Gloria Guern (114) …………      Grand Warder 
Keith Lindvall  ……………    Grand Sentinel 
 

(The Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron were installed at 
the Altar and then escorted to the East where they each received the 
Grand Honors following their installation.  After all of the Grand Officers 
and the Grand Trustees had been installed, prayer was offered by 
Installing Grand Chaplain Sister Wanda Fisher, Past Grand Matron, 
and a special song, “Can You Feel the Love Tonight” was sung by 
Sister Karla Lawler, Grand Treasurer.  The Installing Grand Marshal 
proclaimed the Grand Officers duly installed.)  
 
 REMARKS OF THE WORTHY GRAND MATRON 
            AND WORTHY GRAND PATRON 
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  Thank you, Sister Karla.  Worthy Grand Patron, 
Distinguished Guests, Sisters and Brothers, Family and Friends, sharing this 
event with us here with us and on Facebook.  I have been a witness to Grand 
Chapter Installations off and on since 1972.  I have watched the most awesome 
women become the next Worthy Grand Matron.  Everyone of them has been an 
inspiration to me in the work of our beautiful Order, but never, ever did I imagine  
that I would be one of them in this capacity.   Thank you for placing your faith 
and trust in me.  It is with deep gratitude and humility that I accept this honor 
and promise to do my best to respect and honor your faith and trust. 
 
Worthy Grand Patron David, how pleased I am to be standing here with you and 
I am confident that with the help of you,  our members and our God, we will have 
a wonderful voyage in our Grand Year.  It is my privilege to be the first to 
congratulate you as we – to congratulate you!  And I wish to thank Past Grand 
Matron Judy and Past Grand Patron Alvin for selecting you as their Grand 
Chaplain, and Past Grand Matron Anita and Chuck and Past Grand Patron Jim 
and Isobel for appointing you as Grand Sentinel.  I couldn’t have chosen a better 
partner for these past four years or for the year to come, and I am so honored 
and excited to have you by my side.  You are an excellent example of a true 
Master Mason and Eastern Star Member.  Your loyalty, dedication, honesty, 
generosity, and discipline are above reproach.  Your contributions to this Grand 
Year have been above and beyond all expectations.  It has been a pleasure to 
get to know you and Marcia and to meet your family.  I am delighted to have you 
as Co-Captain on this journey with me and our Grand Family. 
 
David Wetrosky, WGP:  Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron.  Worthy Grand 
Matron, Distinguished Guests, Sisters, Brothers, Family and Friends, I am 
honored and humbled by the confidence and trust that Nebraska Order of 
Eastern Star members have placed in me to assume the office of Worthy Grand 
Patron.  It is a position that cannot be met without the strength and loving 
support from all of you.  I have felt this strength and loving support throughout 
my entire Eastern Star journey and I am confident that it will continue into the 
future.  Our Order has much to offer its members and we should be proud to 
belong to such a great organization. 
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It gives me great pleasure to introduce the person standing next to me.  Sister 
Dottie, I am so happy that it was you with whom I was to share our this Grand 
Chapter journey. I look forward to continuing this journey during our “Oceans of 
Possibilities” Grand Chapter year.  I have enjoyed getting to know you and 
Keevin these past 4 years and I find him to be one of the kindest and most 
caring people I have ever met.  You have done an outstanding job in planning 
and coordinating the work needed to make this year happen.  Congratulations!   
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  Thank you, Brother Dave.  Sister Karan and Brother 
Bruce, I have admired your guidance and tenacity during your “Enduring Hope” 
years.  Your tech savy has been inspiring and helped to advance us to a new 
era of communication and kept our membership across this great State safely 
involved with each other.  Thank you. 
 
David Wetrosky, WGP:  Sister Karan and Brother Bruce, it has been a pleasure 
to be a part of your “Enduring Hope” Grand Family.  The job you did leading the 
Nebraska Order of the Eastern Star the past two years was truly outstanding.  
You were for sure the right people to be leading us during this unusual and 
trying period.  We were often told -- Sister Dottie and I -- that the best sign that  
you have done a good job as a leader is to lead the people that follow you an 
easier position.  This you have done.  Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
David Wetrosky, WGP:  We would like to thank our Installing Officers.  Would 
you please stand as we call your name: 
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  Sister Sue Andreasen, Past Grand Matron, Installing 
Grand Officer.  You and Wayne have become such good friends to us and you 
have been so helpful in your offers for sharing rides and your home with us.  
And when our plans had to be changed with such a short notice, it didn’t take 
you long to say yes.  Your eagerness to step in, saved me..  You were the right 
choice and I thank you. 
      Our Assistant Installing Grand Officer Brother Alvin Benemerito – Brother 
Alvin, thank you for saying yes when David asked you to be our Assistant 
Installing Officer.  It means a lot to us to have you here tonight and I was so 
pleased that David asked you.  Thank you. 
      Our Installing Grand Marshal Sister Betty Garwood, Past Grand Matron – 
Sister Betty appointed me as a District Grand Supervisor and I thank you for 
believing in me and for all the support you have been giving me since I was 
elected to go through this line.  Thank you, Betty. 
 
      Our Installing Grand Chaplain Sister Wanda Fisher, Past Grand Matron – 
Sister Wanda gave me my first Grand Supervisor test and checked my first 
Chapter visit.  You were so supportive and so helpful.  Your encouragement has 
been really special and I consider you a special friend, too!  Thank you for being 
our Installing Grand Chaplain. 
      Our Installing Grand Organist Sister Mary Ann Stevens, Past Mason – thank 
you for sharing your talent with us.  Your willingness and ability to serve is truly 
admirable.  I think it is 60 years that she has been doing this for our Grand 
Chapter – that’s a lot!  
 
Mary Ann Stevens, PP (189):  It is 40 years! 
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  40?  Oh, okay – I am not good with numbers!   I knew it 
was a lot!  Thank you very much.  We all enjoy your music; it’s very special!  To 
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our Soloist, Karla Lawler, the Grand Treasurer and she just left, but I want to 
thank you for singing for us.  She is a special friend and a special talent – she 
keeps our spirits up!  And bless her heart, I don’t know if you noticed, but she 
took a fall last weekend and broke her left wrist and so she is in a cast and she 
has had to play with one hand and now she has had to take off because she has 
surgery in the morning.  So, she is a really dedicated special friend, too.  We 
appreciate her very much!  
 
Karla Lawler, Grand Treasurer:  I am still here, Worthy Grand Matron. 
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  Oh, I thought I saw you leave!  I can’t see in the back of 
my head!  So, thank you. Also, our special musician, Elizabeth Berkland, Past 
Honored Queen of Bethel No. 37 in Ainsworth – we were so happy to have you 
share your beautiful music with our members today.  Thank you so much – and 
by the way, I still have a petition for you, dear.   A special thank you to Brother 
Albert and Sisters Tiffany and Kerri for making this broadcast possible.  It means 
so much to have that available everywhere.  I just got an email this morning  
from one of our previous Grand Representatives from British Columbia.  She is 
planning to watch this tonight.  So it is because of you and your efforts that we 
are able to have that. 
 
David Wetrosky, WGP:  To all of our Installing Grand Officers, thank you for all 
of your years of service to our Order and for agreeing to being a part of our 
Installing Officers Team.  You have made this a special evening for Dottie and 
me.  Please join us in giving our Sisters and Brothers a hearty thank you.    
(Applause)  To Past Grand Matron Anita and Past Grand Patron Jim, although 
you are no longer here with us in person, I would like to thank you for having the 
trust and faith in me to begin my Grand Chapter journey during your “God Bless 
the U.S.A.”  Grand Year.  It is our sincere hope that you are looking down on us 
from Heaven right now and smiling, knowing that you have made a good  
decision. 
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  Sister Cheryl and Gary, I am sure you remember how long 
it took me but with your encouragement and with a big leap of faith, I agreed to 
be your Door Appointment.  Thank you for putting your faith in me to serve our 
Order.  I pray that I have not and will not disappoint you in the year ahead.  
Cheryl would have been here tonight, but she got called away to be where she 
was needed to be with her family, so it’s one of those things this year.  We 
would also like to thank our Pages over the years – if you would please stand?  
Sisters Peggy Gross, Mary Weber, Laurie Sieg, Sarah Hobbie, and Amy Shirley.  
You ladies have been a lot of help and we do really appreciate your keeping 
track of everything for us.  Thank you.  It is our pleasure to extend a warm 
welcome to our own Most Worthy Grand Matron Sister Marianne Shenefelt, who 
joined us last night on Facebook, so I assuming she may be watching again.  
And thank you for your kind remarks last evening and encouragement and also 
for appointment our own General Grand Chapter Appointees – would you ladies 
please stand as I call your name and remain standing:  Sister Jan Thoman, 
Ambassador to the Philippines, Luzon; Sister Sharlene Coulter, Member of the 
Appeals and Grievances Committee; Sister Cynthia Norman, Member of the 
Eastern Star Journal Committee; Sister Judy Wehrbein, Member of the Service 
Dogs Committee; and Sister Beverly Donham, Member of the Youth Committee.  
And also, Nebraska Special Appointment of the Most Worthy Grand Matron, 
Sister Laurie Sieg, Campfire Friend.  Please give them a hearty welcome.  
(Applause) 
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David Wetrosky, WGP:  We welcome the Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand 
Patrons attending this evening.  Our star shines brighter for the love which each 
of you have shared with our Order.  Thank you for honoring us with your 
presence.  Will the following Grand Families stand when I call the name of your 
Grand Family and remain standing?  Sister Judy Wehrbein and Brother Alvin 
Benemerito and the “Spirit of the Star” Grand Family.  Sister Cheryl Beckius and 
Brother Gary Brhel and the “Trails of Faith” Grand Family.  Sister Anita Sohm 
and Brother Jim Taylor and the “God Bless the U.S.A.” Grand Family.  Sister 
Candy Martin and Brother Harold “Terry” Terry and the “Legacy of Service 
Grand Family, and Sister Karan Birdsall and Brother Bruce Baker and the 
“Enduring Hope” Grand Family.  We have shared many precious memories with 
each of your and we treasure your friendships.  Thank you for giving us your 
support and inspiration in the past and in the future.  Please join us in giving 
them a hearty welcome.  (Applause) 
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  At this time, I would like to introduce two special people 
our Grand Companions, would you both please stand?  My husband, Keevin 
Arent; and Sister Marcia Wetrosky.  Sister Marcia, I have enjoyed getting to 
know you.  You are so talented and I look forward to spending more time with 
you.  And Keevin, I thank God you are able to travel again and, of course, for all 
of your support.  You encouraged me to do this and you have stuck with me 
through it all so far.  You are both our super and sincere, and your love and 
support have carried us to this point and we want you to know how much you 
are appreciated.   
 
David Wetrosky, WGP:  Brother Keevin, it has been a pleasure getting to know 
you these past 4 years.  Thank you for the support you have given Dottie and I 
as we traveled and prepared for this coming year.  Even when the bad things 
happened, you always had a smile on your face and something positive to say.  
I look forward to spending more time with you in the coming year.  Sister Marcia, 
my love and thanks to you for the past 32 years of our married life.  Thank you 
for putting up with me and supporting me through the past 4 years, even though 
you thought I was crazy some times for doing it.  So thanks again.  I could not 
have done it without you.  Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  I also want to welcome our daughter and our 
grandchildren, Jessamine and Decker in Anchorage, Alaska.  Thank you for 
watching; we love you!  And I also want to welcome some cousins and nieces in 
Minnesota, that are watching as well.  And like I said, there is one in Canada.  
Will the members of Queen Esther Chapter No. 1, Bethany Chapter No. 113, 
and Palmyra Chapter No. 257, please stand – and let’s include Valentine and 
Thedford.  Thank you for your love and support, for your patience and hanging 
in there through all of the planning and replanning.  Your flexibility and 
willingness mean so much and you gave us the encouragement to continue on 
this journey.  Thank you, Especially to Bethany Chapter for the beautiful corsage 
– how special you make me feel, and thank you all for being here tonight; it 
means a lot.  Thank you.  (Applause).  We are all connected as Sisters and 
Brothers of this great organization and we could not accomplish this on our own 
without the  encouragement, love, and support of each of you and all of our 
members across this great state.  I would also like to thank our “Oceans of 
Possibilities” Grand Family.  Thank you so much for staying well and sticking 
with us for an extra year.  I know it had to be difficult to keep your secret for such 
an extended period of time, but you really did a good job.  And so, Captain 
David, I think we have a pretty good crew with which to set sail. 
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David Wetrosky, WGP:  I agree, Co-Captain Dottie, let’s get this voyage 
started. 
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  First of all, we need to invite Sister Karan and Brother 
Bruce to come to the Podium, and also – we will leave it at that.   
 
               PRESENTATIONS 
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  Sister Karan, it is my honor and privilege to present you 
with this card and your Past Grand Matron’s badge.  You have certainly paid 
your dues for it.  I was concerned when you started counting the remaining days 
the night you were installed as Worthy Grand Matron.  I don’t think of myself as 
superstitious, but after all of my years as a nurse, I’ve learned to never to count 
the days.  You have proven that you are most capable of “enduring hope”, and I 
have thanked God every day for your leadership and pray that He will continue 
to guide us in the coming year.  And now, dear Sister, you can feel free to enjoy  
Ellie and start on your dream home in the country.  We will be watching your 
progress.  May you also reach out to reflect on the special people, your many 
accomplishments and many memories that have made your years of enduring 
hope so memorable.  Thank you for your leadership and the love you have for 
our Order.  (Applause) 
 
David Wetrosky, WGP:  Brother Bruce, it is my honor to present you with your  
Past Grand Patron’s badge.  You are now an official member of the Past Grands 
and you will take your place in that distinguished group.  You and Karan have 
done an outstanding job these past two years and we thank you for your service 
to the Order of the Eastern Star and the Nebraska Grand Chapter.  (Applause) 
 
Brenda McGuire, PGM:  Sister Karan, When Delbert and I appointed you, I 
knew we were in for a great, great year and you have not failed me.  I love you 
and you have done wonderful and I am so thankful for your years – these two 
years as our Worthy Grand Matron.  Thank you for all you have done in these 
two years!  (Applause) 
 
Gary Brhel, PGP:  Sister Karan and Brother Bruce, first, I would like to thank 
you for a great Grand Chapter Session.  Sister Cheryl would like to be here if 
she could, but on behalf of Sister Cheryl, I would like to present you with your 
Past Grand Patron’s Card and pin with great pleasure.  Your journey as Worthy 
Grand Patron lasted only two years, now you will be on a journey for a lifetime.  
(Applause) 
 
Brenda McGuire, PGM:  I am not done with you yet.  I gave you information 
years ago about how to treat my “baby daughter”.   
 
Bruce Baker, PGP:  Yes, I remember that! 
 
Brenda McGuire, PGM:  I asked you to watch over her and not change the 
whole world in one year and you did great, but it took you two years!  Thank you, 
Brother Bruce.  (Applause) 
 
(PGM Karan Birdsall, PGP Bruce Baker, PGM Brenda McGuire, and 
PGP Gary Brhel left the East and returned to their seats.) 
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Dottie Arent, WGM:  Our “Oceans of Possibilities, Anchored in Faith” Grand 
Year overview and calendar plans are printed in the program for your use.   
David, will you share some special information about our special projects? 
 
David Wetrosky, WGP:  Sure.  It is my pleasure to tell you about our special 
projects this year.  Sister Dottie’s and my special project will be JAVELAN 
Service Dog Program.  The JAVELAN program provides funding for service 
dogs for military veterans and retired first responders.  This program enriches 
the lives of retired first responders and veterans by enabling independence and 
giving life-changing support.  JAVELAN’s mission is to provide for our nation’s 
heroes who suffer from PTSD (Post-traumatic Stress Disorder), traumatic brain 
injuries, and many other affiliated physical and emotional disabilities.  JAVELAN 
partners these heroes with trainers and dogs to improve the quality of life for our 
nation’s heroes through the medical assistance and healing power of their 
canine partners.  JAVELAN is unique in the following ways:  Number one, 
shelter or rescue dogs are used whenever possible.  These dogs find their 
purpose in a loving, forever home.  The retired and first responders participate in 
the training of the dogs.  The team bonds and the dog learns to respect and 
obey the teammate.  The cost of the team is approximately $3,000 for training 
and needed supplies, which is much lower than many other training programs.  
The cost is held low due to the dog only being trained to the specific needs of 
the recipient and AAVELIN offers lifetime support for the recipient of the dog.  
The program was established to ensure that our heroes in need benefit from this 
opportunity, regardless of their ability to pay.  JAVELAN was founded in 2017 as 
an independent non-profit organization, to support the placement of service 
dogs for military veterans, and continues that  mission today as a program of the 
of the First Responders Foundation.  We ask you to consider making a donation 
to our special project or to visit our Sales Table where proceeds will be used to 
fund our special project. 
      We will also continue to support the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for 
Children by purchasing a park bench to be installed on their grounds.  We plan 
to assist the Nebraska Masonic Home in Plattsmouth and are presently 
considering how we can support their current needs.  We will also continue to 
support our Youth Groups, ESTARL, the Educational Loan Fund, as well as the 
General Grand Chapter projects. 
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  At this time, we would like to introduce the Fraternal 
Relations Committee who has an announcement, Joyce Roberts and Tracey 
Hefner. 
 
Tracey Hefner, PP (200):  Hey, Joyce, have you gotten your Passport? 
 
Joyce Roberts, PP (92, 122):  You mean for our cruise to Alaska? 
 
Tracey Hefner, PP (200):  No, not that passport. 
 
Joyce Roberts, PP (92, 122):  The one for our COVID Vaccine? 
 
Tracey Hefner, PP (200):  No, not the vaccine passport!  I am talking about the 
“Oceans of Possibilities” passport. 
 
Joyce Roberts, PP (92, 122):  Oh, that one! 
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Tracey Hefner, PP (200)  Yes, everyone should have one at their tables tonight 
and take them home. It is a new program that the Fraternal Relations Committee 
has designed and developed, and start visiting because everything is opening 
up.  So, visit your Masonic related bodies; have them write it down with their 
initials; turn them in and we have prizes.  Your instructions are on the paper that 
comes with it, and we will have more information at the Ports of Call and it will 
be in the OES Newsletter and on the Website, and in the Newsletter it has 
Joyce’s and my information, so you can always contact us if you have any 
questions.  This is to encourage you -- Worthy Grand Matron Dottie and Worthy 
Grand Patron David are wanting to support this, but I think they are wanted us to 
kick this off – I think it might be better to say they wanted us to “ launch” this  
and set sail, so forgive us for wanting to set sail, but we are excited.  Please 
participate if you can and it’s between all the Masonic families:  Rainbow, Jobs, 
Masons, Star, Shriners – everybody is included in that, so it is not one Masonic 
family, it’s all of us, and it is to get us back acquainted and enjoying what we do 
best and that is fellowship.  Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  Thank you, Girls.  Sister Grand Secretary Jan, are there 
any communications or announcements? 
 
Jan Thoman, PGM, Grand Secretary:  Worthy Grand Matron, yes.  You are 
cordially invited to the “Oceans of Possibilities” Grand Officers Reception 
honoring the Worthy Grand Matron Dottie Arent and Worthy Grand Patron David 
Wetrosky and the 2021-2022 Grand Officers, Saturday, July 17, 2021 from 2 to 
4 in Nebraska City Masonic Center, 1104 Central Avenue, Nebraska City.  Then 
on Sunday, July 25, 2021 from 2 to 4 at the Congregational United Church of 
Christ, 236 West Third Street, Ainsworth, Nebraska.  That is all that is within my 
knowledge, Worthy Grand Matron. 
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  Thank you.  We kind of postponed those with the hope 
that things that will definitely be completely opened up by then and at least  
much better and people can be safe and come and be in the receiving lines.   
We are looking forward to seeing you all there. 
 
  CLOSING OF GRAND CHAPTER 
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  We will now close the 145th Annual Session of the Grand 
Chapter of Nebraska, Order of the Eastern Star.  Please join us in the Closing 
Ode, which is listed on the last page of your program:  “Faith gives you an 
anchor in a raging sea, calm in the midst of chaos, vision to know right from 
wrong and the courage to express it.”  Now, we would like to invite Reverend Dr. 
Bryan Rice to lead us in prayer. 
 
Dr. Reverend Bryan Rice:  Just for Nebraskans, I think that Dave and Dottie 
have selected an interesting theme, and I say that because we are hundreds of 
miles away from any ocean – but we have a State Navy, yes.  I have seen the 
ocean; I have enjoyed it snorkeling; I like playing in the waves; however, the 
lightest storm on the ocean when I am on a boat makes me not a very fun 
person to be around.  There was a time when my wife, Sheli, was very 
concerned and I am not going to go into great detail explaining what that means, 
but I think you get the gist.  But if you are like me, there are times when your 
mind, your will,  and your emotions tend to drift like a boat on the sea and 
trouble can make that more unsettling.  But an anchor can hold you steadfast 
and prevent you from drifting; an anchor keeps you from tipping and ultimately, 
sinking.  You can tether yourself to an anchor for stability and security, and 
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though the elements may be against you, the anchor can save your ship.  Faith 
is most definitely an anchor and even with faith, that doesn’t mean that we will 
not be discouraged.  But the thing about an anchor is it does most of its work – 
its vast  work when you can’t even see it.  It plunges into the depths; it makes its 
way down to the ocean floor and it fastens itself there.  And meanwhile up on 
the surface, you may be confronting dangerous storms and elements and 
thinking this is rough and I can’t see my anchor.  Well, Dave and Dottie have a 
difficult task ahead as they lead the Grand Chapter through this process of 
reopening and they will need to be reminded that ultimately it is God that is in 
control.  And they will need our prayers and they need our encouragement and 
we will all need faith to anchor us.  Let us pray: 
 
“Good and Gracious God, source of all goodness and light, be with us now, be 
with us in the coming year.  Show us how we can reflect your goodness to 
others and how we may spur another on towards love and good deeds.  Faithful 
God, we often feel like a boat that is far from shore and at those times and at 
every time, give us the sure anchor of hope in You.  Bless this assembly and all 
that we do here that we might be inspired to acts of service and love.  Bless 
Dottie and Dave and all of the new officers that proceed to lead us this year.  
Bless us also so that our activities may be a blessing to others and it is in your 
name we pray.  Amen.  (So may it ever be.) 
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  Thank you, Pastor.  Sister Grand Conductress, you will 
close the Bible. 
 
(The Grand Conductress closed the Bible on the Altar.  By direction of 
the Worthy Grand Matron, the Grand Marshal proclaimed the 145th 
Annual Session of the Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star, State 
of Nebraska, closed.) 
 
(The Worthy Grand Matron asked that all join in the Mizpah 
Benediction.) 
 
Dottie Arent, WGM:  The Grand Chapter is closed.  We had to get closed in 
time so that we don’t keep the Younes waiting, because they are going to serve 
our supper – our meal at 7:00 p.m., but we do want to tell you that our plans are 
in the program, but we are planning to continue trying to help the communities 
with their service projects or if your Chapters are doing something that you 
would like some help with.  I haven’t had a lot of responses from our letters to 
the Worthy Matrons and I think that is because they haven’t known what they 
can do and even the communities don’t even know what to schedule.  So don’t 
be afraid to keep in touch with us and we will be happy to help you in every way 
that we can.  So, please remain seated until the 2021-2022 Grand Officers 
retire. 
 
(Bethany Chapter No. 114, Queen Esther Chapter No. 1, and Palmyra 
Chapter No. 257 made a presentation of monetary gifts to the Worthy 
Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron to start off their projects and to 
wish them well.) 
 
(The 2021-2022 “Oceans of Possibilities, Anchored in Faith” Grand 
Officers retired to later meet in their respective Bubbles for the 
“Bubbling Forward” Installation Banquet.) 
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GRAND CHAPTER BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 2021-2022 

BOARD OF GRAND TRUSTEES 
 

Mr. Don Norman, PP (’22) ............................................ 7433 Collister Rd, Lincoln,NE 68516 
Mr. Bruce Raddatz, PGM (’23) ................................... 1003 East Ave, Holdredge NE 68949 
Mrs. Cheryl Beckius, PGM (’24) ..................................... P.O. Box 140, Keystone NE 69144 
Mrs. Pam Brhel, PM (’25) ....................................... 6520 Mesaverde Dr, Lincoln, NE 68510 
Mrs. Beverly Donham, PGM (’26) ................................ 1901 S 61st Ave, Omaha, NE 68106 
 

BOARD OF GRAND SUPERVISORS 
 
Mrs. Dottie Arent, WGM (113)  ………. 87528 State Hwy 7, Ainsworth NE 69210  
Mrs. Laurie Sieg, AGM (271) ……….……7600 Baldwin Ave., Lincoln NE 68507 
Mrs. Linda Dubry GC (261,215,55)....1117 Sandstone Dr, North Platte NE 69101 
            

STANDING COMMITTEES 

 
              BENEVOLENCE 
Rita Lindvall (35)(Chairman)………..……2407 West 35th St., Kearney NE 68845 
Suzanne Byler (9)(’23)……………..……..      2121 Jefferson, Beatrice NE 68310 
Gloria Guern (114)(’24)…………..………  2944 Bobwhite Ave, Gretna NE 68028 
Andy Martin (153) (’25)……………………….  3340 “X” Street, Lincoln NE 68503 
Solveig Perrett (246)(’26)…………………..….  P.O. Box 32, Valentine NE 69201 
     

 

EDUCATIONAL LOAN 
 
Vernita Ridinger (55) Chairman ................. 915 E 15th St., North Platte NE 69101 
Tamarra Engler (299) (’23) .......................... 9909 S. 176th St., Omaha NE 68136 
Trudi Thornburg(275) (’24) ..........................2730 154th Street, Walton NE 68461 
Matt Vandergriff (277) (’25)…………..4921 North 136th Street, Omaha NE 68164 
Laurel Wolfe (8, 299)(’26)………….16552 Washington Street, Omaha NE 68135 

 
ESTARL 

Anne Phillips (325). Chairman ..........................2008 Washington St., Bellevue NE 68005 
Jessica Hochstein (92)(’23) ........................................ 936 Paul Circle, Fremont NE 68025 
Erin Johnson (1)(’24) ........................................... 773 S 58th Rd, Nebraska City NE 68410 
Albert Fisher (261) (‘25) ...................................... P.O. Box 133, Thedford NE 69166-0133 
Nancy Kopejka (113)(’26)……………… ................... P. O. Box 131, Atkinson NE  68716 

 
JURISPRUDENCE 

Billie Mattern, PGM, Chairman ................. 2875 Bauman Ave, Omaha NE 68112 
Betty Garwood, PGM (’23) ......... 520 Timberline Dr, South Sioux City NE 68776 
Gary Brhel, PGP (’24)............................. 6520 Mesaverde Dr, Lincoln NE 68510 
Jeanine Bryceson, PGM (’25) ............... 716 Lancashire court, Lincoln NE 68510 
Carl Plants, PGM (’26)............................ 6124 NW 6TH Street, Lincoln NE 68521 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Linda Schuett (257), Chairman ................................. 4322 S. 178th St., Omaha NE 68135 
Nellie Frizzell (215)(’2) ............................................ 3709 Skyline Dr, Scottsbluff NE 69361 
Joyce Royal (1,257)(’24) .............................................. 3424 H Road, Syracuse NE 68446 
Ron Giesselmann (119) (’25) ...................................... P.O. Box 1372, Fremont NE 68026 
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Deb McMullin (325)(’26).......................................... 10305 Cary Street, LaVista NE 68128 
 
                                                      PUBLICITY 
Don Norman (279) (Chairman) .............. 116 Bennett Drive, Lexington NE 68850 
Heidi Theiss (269)(’23) ................................ 4409 No 80th St , Omaha NE 68134 
Kelly Stahly (132)(’24) ............................................ 4435 B St, Lincoln NE 68510 
Andrea Stewart (55) (’25) ........................... P.O. Box 432. Sutherland NE 69165 
Diane Lyons (86, 144)(’26) ..................... 1007 East First St., McCook NE 69001 
 
 

    SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 
Margaret Nelson (216), Chairman.............................2229 Grant, Blair NE 68008 
Ken Sieg (271) (’23) .................................. 7600 Baldwin Ave, Lincoln NE 68507 
Susan Olson (131) (’24)................................. 1016 Hwy 75, Tekamah NE 68961 
Dennis Dubry (215) (’25) ............. 1117 Sandstone Drive, North Platte NE 69101 
Katherine Meink (159)(’26) ........... 205 West Colorado Street, Crofton NE 68730 
 
                              SERVICE & THERAPY DOG COMMITTEE 
 
Nan Rix (92), Chairman ....................................1860 Phelps, Fremont NE 68025 
Dian Larsen (39) (’23) ............................ 839 North Saunders, Hasting NE 68901 
Tammy Gass (246) (’24) ............................... 200 N. Green, Valentine NE 69201 
Betty Kirby (153) (’25) ........................ 4501 Eagle ridge Road, Lincoln NE 68516 
Peggy Hitchcock (113)(’26) ......... 43196 Richardson Road, Ainsworth NE 69210 
 
                                                    YOUTH  
Jonette Rogers (277), Chairman ................... 2027 No 50th St, Omaha NE 68104 
Cindy Pedersen (301) (’22) ......... 3610 Cedar Street, South Sioux city NE 68776 
Colleen Nelson (269)(’23) ........................... 16035 Butler Ave, Omaha NE 68116 
Nicholas Walsh (301,271) (’24) ......... 15408 Davidson St., Bennington NE 68007 
Sharon McElfresh (1)(’26) ......... 1507 North 11th Street, Nebraska City NE 68410 
            

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 

                           ADVISORY 
Cheryl Beckius, PGM ................................... P.. O. Box 140, Keystone NE69144  
Betty Garwood, PGM .............. 520 Timberline Drive, South Sioux City NE 68776 
Wanda Fisher, PGM ............................ P. O. Box 133, Thedford NE 69166-0133    
                                             
                                          OTHER COMMITTEES 

 
                                      CHILDREN’S HOME REPRESENTATIVES 
Don and Chris Peterson (119) ..........................740 Locust Street, North Bend NE 68649 
 
                                              FRATERNAL RELATIONS  
Tracey Hefner (200) ................................................. 2144 Archer Road, Archer NE 68816 
Dwight Smith (264) .................................................... 16950 Road 16, Chappell NE 68129 
 Nicole Smith (189) ......................................... 916 Bordeaux Avenue, Bellevue NE 68123 
 Marilyn Jepson (271) .......................................... 5331 Milkweed circle, Lincoln NE 68516 
Joyce Roberts (92, 122)........................................... 2118 N. Clarmar, Fremont NE 68025 
 
                                               SPECIAL PROJECTS  
                         

Webmaster (http://neoes.org) 
Kerri Straub (269) ...................................... 15113 Butler Ave., Omaha NE 68116 
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   SESSION COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

 
CREDENTIALS 

Linda Teach (194) ......................................................... 607 Fairacres Rd, Wayne NE 68787 
Toby Varvais (301) ........................ 504 Covered Wagon circle, South Sioux City NE 68776 
 

   DISPENSATIONS AND CHARTERS 
Wanda Fisher, PGM ......................................................... P O Box 133, Thedford NE 69166 
 

   GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
Wayne Andreasen (84) Co-Chm................ 410 Ridgeway Dr., Norfolk NE 68701 
Michael Donham, PGP (Co-Chm) ............... 1901 So 61st Ave, Omaha NE 68106 
 

MARCH DIRECTORS 
Beverly Donham, PGM .............................................. 1901 So. 61st Ave, Omaha NE 68106 
Cynthia Norman, PGM ................................................ 116 Bennett Dr, Lexington NE 68850 
 
 

 MASONIC EVENT CALENDAR 
Kerri Straub, (269) ........................................................ 15113 Butler Ave, Omaha NE 68116  

 
 

PAGE COORDIANTORS 
Jessica Hochstein (92) ................................ 936 Paul Circle, Fremont NE 68025 
Kristi Vandergriff (277).......................... 4921 No. 136th Street, Omaha NE 68164 
 

REGISTRATION 
Joyce Porter (189) Co-Chmn ...................... 318 11th Ave, Plattsmouth NE 68048 
Melinda Brage (271) Co-Chm ...................... 620 Leavitt Lane, Lincoln NE 68510 
 

TELLERS  
Don Havekost (122) .................................... 829 CR 19 Blvd., Hooper NE 68031 
Wendell Wagner (214,122) ...................... 2830 Hogan Lane, Fremont NE 68025 
 

PAST GRAND MATRONS 
       *1875 -- Mrs. Mary E. Imhoff (8) 
       *1876 -- Mrs. Jennie L. Jackson (6) 
  *1877-78 -- Mrs. Phoebe Fales, 2 years (7) 
       *1879 -- Mrs. Maggie Meagher (13) 
  *1880-81 -- Mrs. H.C. Smith, 2 years (8) 
  *1882-83 -- Miss Sarah Clark, 2 years (8)   
       *1884 -- Mrs. Mary E. Mount (6) 
       *1885 -- Mrs. Elizabeth Davis (6) 
       *1886 -- Mrs. C. Thompson (7)  
       *1887 -- Mrs. Mary A. Webster (19) 
       *1888 -- Mrs. Amelia J. Snider (24) 
  *1889-90 -- Mrs. Emily J. Scott, 2 years (24) 
  *1891-92 -- Mrs. Addie M. Billings, 2 years (28) 
  *1893-94 -- Mrs. Anna Musselman, 2 years (24)  
       *1895 -- Mrs. Angeline Whitmarsh (6) 
  *1896-97 -- Mrs. Helen H. Stires, 2 years (13) 
       *1898 -- Mrs. Eva Baldwin (55)  
       *1899 -- Mrs. Maude Green (80) 
  *1990-01 -- Mrs. Louise Mathews, 2 years (92)  
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       *1902 -- Mrs. Minne Crites (60)  
  *1903-04 -- Mrs. Mary Haggard, 2 years (1)  
       *1905 -- Mrs. Sue A. Pace (148)  
       *1906 -- Mrs. Edith E. Winebrener (110)  
       *1907 -- Mrs. Edith E. Dobson (8)  
       *1908 -- Mrs. Marie L. Aplan (125)  
       *1909 -- Mrs. Hattie M. Scott (192) 
       *1910 -- Mrs. Annie M. Evans (65)  
       *1911 -- Mrs. Carrie E. Wright (75)  
       *1912 -- Mrs. Elizabeth C. Gamble (189) 
       *1913 -- Mrs. Floy Roper (94)  
       *1914 -- Mrs. Pearl E. Albertson (92)  
       *1915 -- Mrs. Harriet E. Willets (86)  
       *1916 -- Mrs. Josephine Swigert Smith (184) 
       *1917 -- Mrs. Anna C. Simpson (6) 
       *1918 -- Mrs. Carrie M. Spellman (9)  
       *1919 -- Mrs. Stella Yont (67) 
   *1920 -- Mrs. Anna J. Davis (185) 
   *1921 -- Miss Maud M. Smith (152) 
   *1922 -- Mrs. Emma McCelland (197) 
   *1923 -- Mrs. Ida M. Bumstead (8) 
   *1924 -- Mrs. Lou A. Conklin (213) 
   *1925 -- Mrs. Cassie H. Redfield (55) 
   *1926 -- Mrs. Grace Anness (237) 
   *1927 -- Mrs. Anna V. Peterson (273) 
   *1928 -- Mrs. Stella Thorson (57) 
   *1929 -- Mrs. Bessie A. Tully (39) 
   *1930 -- Mrs. Nan Martin (152) 
   *1931 -- Mrs. Ellan M. Fetterman (148) 
   *1932 -- Mrs. Louise C. Mantor (108) 
   *1933 -- Mrs. Mary Farnham (78) 
   *1934 -- Mrs. Clara Blanche Bathen (271) 
   *1935 -- Mrs. Margaret McPherson (269) 
   *1936 -- Mrs. Laura Nicholson (149) 
   *1937 -- Mrs. Ruby E. Coggins (93) 
   *1938 -- Mrs. Ethel Thrope (6) 
   *1939 -- Mrs. Frona Van Andel (8) 
   *1940 -- Mrs. Allie Wegner (92) 
   *1941 -- Mrs. Muriel Smith (273) 
   *1942 -- Mrs. Mary E. Finch (185) 
   *1943 -- Mrs. Ola M. Scheurich (279 
   *1944-45 -- Mrs. Edna Malony (13) 
  *1946 -- Mrs. Jane Owens (78) 
  *1947 -- Mrs. Marie Landeryou (277) 
  *1948 -- Mrs. Leita Barton (133) 
  *1949 -- Mrs. Eleanor Steffensmeyer (307) 
  *1950 -- Mrs. Vera Jones (214) 
  *1951 -- Mrs. Pauline Moomey (39) 
  *1952 -- Mrs. Gertrude Marshall (40) 
  *1953 -- Mrs. Velma Morgan (86) 
  *1954 -- Mrs. Zelma Megrue (63) 
  *1955 -- Mrs. Jessie Bergquist (271) 
  *1956 -- Mrs. Lorene Peterson (220) 
  *1957 -- Mrs. Mary Eklund (193) 
  *1958 -- Mrs. Luella Regnier (9)  
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  *1959 -- Mrs. Johanna Whited (269) 
 *1960 -- Mrs. Ruth Knight (185) 
 *1961 -- Mrs. Margaret Worthman (250) 
 *1962 -- Mrs. Martha Jane Dudden (294) 
 *1963 -- Mrs. Berneice Breland (86) 
 *1964 -- Mrs. Louise Skeen (263) 
 *1965 -- Mrs. Thelma Trego (55) 
 *1966 -- Dr. Helen Morten (301) 
 *1967 -- Mrs. Joan Steen (64) 
 *1968 -- Mrs. Lucile Titus (205)   
 *1969 -- Mrs. Gertrude Placek (57)  
 *1970 -- Mrs. Kathryn Brock (69) 

*1971 -- Mrs. Mary Ann Watchorn (122)                                                    
  *1972 -- Mrs. Catherine Kennedy (113) 
  *1973 -- Mrs. Irene Berry (131) 
  *1974 -- Mrs. Agnes Bowman (52)   
  *1975 -- Mrs. Beverly Perkins-Bobb (Marv) (40),  
   1976 -- Mrs. Virginia Jones (164), Box 155, Stapleton NE 69163 
                          Winter:  25838 S. Hollygreen Dr., Sun Lakes AZ 85248  
  *1977 -- Mrs. Mary Lou Woods (246) 
  *1978 -- Mrs. Betty J. Pauley (8)                                                                                    
   *1979 -- Mrs. Carole DeMoss (325), 7100 Holmes Park Rd, Apt. 119, 
                Lincoln NE 68506  
  *1980 -- Mrs. Helen M. Brannan  
  *1981 -- Mrs. Barbara Aten (142) 
  *1982 -- Mrs. Betty Mabon (204) 
   1983 -- Mrs. Arleen Kuhl (84), Box 369, Plainview NE 68769 
   1984 -- Mrs. Marie Rasmussen (Don) (39), 1327 W. 16th,  
                                                                                  Hastings NE  68901 
 *1985 -- Mrs. Marjorie Ward (175) 
 *1986 -- Miss Evelyn Buettgenbach (148) 
 *1987 -- Mrs. Hannah Armstrong (185) 
  1988 -- Mrs. Judy Bespalec  (Jerry) (104) 1140 Grove Ave., Crete NE 68333                                                                                                     
*1989 -- Mrs. Roberta Phipps (292) 
  1990 -- Mrs. Bonnie Evans (113), 1540 Garret Lane, Apt. 310, Lincoln NE 68512 
 *1991 -- Mrs. Bonnie Brasel (269) 
 *1992 -- Mrs. Marleen Dinklage (149) 
  1993 -- Mrs. Carol Luther (William) (246), Box 148, Kilgore NE 69216 
  1994 -- Mrs. Mary Lou Erickson (Lowell) (159), Box 41, Wausa NE 68786 
  1995 - Mrs. Jeanine Bryceson (321), 716 Lancashire Ct., Lincoln NE 68510 
  1996 -- Mrs. Susan Andreasen (Wayne) (84), 414 Ridgeway Dr.,                                                                          
       Norfolk NE 68701 
  1997 -- Mrs. Ann Wells (Robert) (92), 2217 Gaeth Ave., Fremont NE 68025 
  1998 -- Mrs. Joni Bennett (Ed) (33), 2341 Andrea Place, Lincoln, NE, 68512 
  1999 -- Mrs. H. Marlene Jones (John) (292), 14635 W. Sky Hawk Dr., 
                                                                                 Sun City West, AZ 86375  
  2000 -- Mrs. Mary Jo Peterson (Gene) (198), PO Box 306, Ceresco 68017 
  2001 -- Mrs. Dee Schuetz (Jon) (189), 209 Avian Circle South, Bellevue NE 
       68005  
  2002 – Mrs. Donna Carmichael (Lamoine)(86), 21608 No. 150th Dr., Sun 
     City West AZ 85375 
  2003 – Mrs. Cynthia “Cyn” Norman (Don) (279), 7433 Collister Road,  
     Lincoln NE 68516  
  2004 – Mrs. Genevieve “Jill” Ramsey (Kay) (269), 14522 Patrick Avenue, 
     Omaha NE 68116 
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 2005 – Ms. Jan Thoman (9), 1320 No. 55th St., Lincoln NE 68504 
 2006 – Mrs. Betty Kirby (John)(153), 4501 Eagle Ridge Road, 
     Lincoln NE 68516-3023 
 2007 – Mrs. Betty Garwood (301), 520 Timberline Dr., South Sioux 
      City NE 67776 
 2008 -- Mrs. Wanda Fisher (Albert) (261), PO Box 133, Thedford NE 69166 
 2009 – Ms. Billie Mattern (299),  2875 Bauman Ave., Omaha NE 68112 
2010 -- Mrs. Geraldine “Jerrie” Wilcox (114),  PO Box 27171, Ralston, 
      NE 68127 
2011 -- Mrs. Carol Hudkins (Larry) (132), 8600 NW 112TH St, Malcolm NE 68402  
2012 -- Mrs. Judy Wehrbein (Gene) (189), 8817 Church Road, 
      Louisville NE 68037 
2013 – Mrs. Beverly Donham (Michael) (299), 1901 So. 61st Ave, Omaha NE      
68106 
2014 -- Mrs. Sharlene Coulter (Herbert)(216),  575 So. 17 St, Blair NE 68008  
2015 -- Mrs. Brenda McGuire (86), 703 West L St,    McCook NE 69001 
2016 -- Mrs. Cheryl Beckius (142) (Bernie),  PO  Box 224, Keystone NE 69144  
*2017 – Mrs. Anita Sohm (325)  
2018 – Mrs. Candy Martin (Yogi) (122)   7158 E. Military Avenue, Fremont NE 
68025 
2019 -- Mrs. Karan Birdsall (Tim) (271), 749 Sunny Slope Rd, Lincoln NE 68505 
2020-2021 – Mrs. Karan Birdsall (Tim) (271), 749 Sunny Slope Rd, Lincoln NE 
       68505 

      
*Deceased 
 

PAST GRAND PATRONS 
*1875-76 -- Jonathan N. Wise, 2 years (4)  
     *1877 -- Robert W. Furnas (2)  
     *1878 -- David E. Hume (6) 
     *1879 -- Edwin Davis (6) 
     *1880 -- Marshall Smith (13) 
*1884-85 -- Rev. H.A. Guild, 2 years (8) 
     *1886 -- Fred S. Winning (6) 
     *1987 -- James B. Bruner (6) 
*1888-89 -- William N. Nason, 2 years (6) 
     *1890 -- Thomas Batterton (6) 
     *1891 -- William N. Nason (6)  
     *1892 -- George W. Kern (35) 
*1893-94 -- H.A. Turton, 2 years (33) 
*1895-96 -- Alfred G. Pinkham, 2 years (41) 
*1897-98 -- David B. Howard, 2 years (8) 
     *1899 -- Lorenzo D. Woodruff 
     *1900 -- Robert E. Evans 
     *1901 -- Henry M. Hurd (70)  
     *1902 -- James D. Hawthorne (35) 
     *1903 -- Peter Rubendall (99) 
     *1904 -- Jess Gidley (138) 
     *1905 -- Frank H. Young (175) 
     *1906 -- Joseph S. Pedler (78) 
     *1907 -- William W. Wright (9) 
     *1908 -- Harry F. Alverson (87) 
     *1909 -- DeForrest E. Green (8) 
     *1910 -- Oscar Allen (152) 
     *1911 -- Ben L. Tracy (201) 
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     *1912 -- Lewis E. Smith (202) 
     *1913 -- William S. Rose (6) 
     *1914 -- George R. Chatburn (8) 
     *1915 -- Alpha Morgan (164) 
     *1916 -- Ed J. Pierce (97) 
     *1917 -- N. Dwight Ford (203) 
     *1918 -- Oliver E. Mickey (24)  
     *1919 -- Alfred Powell (183) 
     *1920 -- James E. Bednar (52) 
     *1921 -- Henry H. Andrews (222) 
     *1922 -- Carol E. Brown (94)   
     *1923 -- John S. Jones (105) 
     *1924 -- Clendenen W. Mitchell (60) 
     *1925 -- James C. Robinson (169) 
     *1926 -- George S. Dunlap (271) 
     *1927 -- Garnett A. Bash (86) 
     *1928 -- Edwin C. Yont (67) 
     *1929 -- George E. Thompson (264) 
     *1930 -- Rainsford O. Brownell (75) 
     *1931 -- William H. Brokaw (94) 
     *1932 -- Emmanuel D. Lundak (239) 
     *1933 -- William B. Wanner (306) (225) 
     *1934 -- Harry L.F. Proffitt (39) 
     *1935 -- Harold T. Landeryou (277) 
     *1936 -- Lewis W. MacDonald (202) 
     *1937 -- Edward J. Millie (102) 
     *1938 -- Harold Killinger (296) 
     *1939 -- William S. Cochran (2) 
     *1940 -- Wilbert Morris (41) 
     *1941 -- John R. Tapster (119) 
     *1942 -- Edwin J. Loutzenheiser (274) 
     *1943 -- Clinton C. McCracken (271) 
     *1944-45 -- William J. Krug 2 years (52) 
     *1946 -- Lester W. Carlson (74) 
     *1947 -- Norris Chadderdon (97) 
     *1948 -- Melvin P. Berge (40) 
     *1949 -- Herbert A. Evers (49) 
     *1950 -- Louis B. Houser (299) 
     *1951 -- Walter R. Raecke (200) 
     *1952 -- Thomas R. Barton (148) 
     *1953 -- Frank L. Burbridge (273) 
     *1954 -- Martin O. Trindel (9) 
     *1955 -- Norris W. Lallman (122) 
     *1956 -- Ernest C. Purdy (184) 
     *1957 -- Kenneth L. Stewart (321) 
     *1958 -- Herbert A. Ronin (148) 
     *1959 -- Clyde R. Worrall (57) 
     *1960 -- Lynn C. Moomey (87) 
     *1961 -- Merle M. Hale (271) 
     *1962 -- Theodore J. Janing (52)  
     *1963 -- Roy L. Smith (102) 
     *1964 -- Donald J. Wilson (6) 
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     *1965 -- Jess Weyand (39) 
     *1966 -- Robert L. Murphy (55) 
     *1967 -- Richard A. Jones (296) 
     *1968 -- Lloyd Buchfinck (292) 
     *1969 -- Raymond Ruth (63)  
     *1970 -- Robert A. Metcalf (148) 
     *1971 -- Olen A. Brake (9) 
     *1972 -- Earl N. Hanel (41) 
     *1973 -- Charles A. Kurtz (238) 
     *1974 -- William Beckenhauer (271)  
     *1975 -- Donald L. Coad (33) 
      *1976 -- Robert Bass (80 
      *1977 -- James N. DeMoss (325),  
      *1978 -- Joseph N. Lindquist,  
     *1979 -- Glen Eberspacher (199) 
      *1980 -- Charles E. House (48)  
      *1981 -- Raymond Evers (189) 
     *1982 -- Bernard Paden (92) 
      *1983 -- Leslie Smith (279) 
      1984 -- Fran Crowe (87), 1304 Rd. 2, McCool Junction NE 68401 
      1985 -- Gordon Clark (193), Box 96, Shelby NE 68662-0096 
      1986 -- Duard Dempster (300), 51630–865 Rd., Orchard NE 68764 
     *1987 -- Harold Swanson (121)  
     *1988 -- Clifford Nelson (57)  
      1989 -- Charles Spohr (250), Box 364, Weeping Water NE 68463          
     *1990 -- Lester Webb (144) (86), 1010 W. L St., McCook NE 69001  
      1991 -- James F. Brown, Jr. (271), 6710 Rexford Dr., Lincoln NE 68506 

     *1992 -- Charles “Jiggs” Evans (214) 
      1993 -- Robert Rhodes (199), PO Box 22, Exeter NE 68351-0082 
     *1994 -- C. Robert Todd (60) 
      1995 -- Robert A. Carhart (194), PO Box 173, Wayne NE 68787 
     Winter:  14110 W. Territorial Lane, Sun City West, AZ 85375 
     *1996 -- Cal Armour (142)  
      1997 -- Robert Rhodes (199), PO Box 22, Exeter NE 68351-0082 
     *1998 -- Robert Marks (307)                                                                                
     *1999 -- James D. “Jim” Boshart (132) 
       2000 -- Robert G. Sorensen (182), 3619 Curran Ct. No. 8,  
                                                                  Grand Island NE 68803-1242 
       2001 -- Robert R. Attebery (169), 9944 Killdeer Ln., Lakeland FL 33810 
       2002 -- Don L. Jelinek (271-307), 311 Dale Dr., Lincoln NE 68510 
       2003 -- Michael Donham (299), 1901 S. 61st Ave., Omaha NE 68106 
        2004  -- Wayne R. Jacobsen (13), 2874 Second Ave.,  
                                                                                    Columbus NE 68601-1969 
        2005 --  Tregan Albers (268), 1759 Rd. 5200, Davenport NE 68335  
      * 2006 --  William “Bill” Parrish (41) 
        2007 --  David Thienel (39), 10857 Golden Harvest Way, 
                                                                                  Indianapolis IN 46229-4919 
        2008 --  Lowell Erickson (159), PO Box 41, Wausa NE 68786 
 2009 --Bruce Raddatz (97), 1003 East Ave., Holdrege NE 68949  
 2010 --Denny Smith (92), 812 Norwood Dr, Lincoln, NE 68512 
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 2011 -  Carl Plants (271), 6124 NW 6th St., Lincoln NE 68521 
  2012 - Alvin Benemerito (113), 621 N Main St., Long Pine NE 69217 
          2013 – Jim Dusch (35), 1711 E 41st St Place, Kearney NE 68847 
          2014 – Deloyt Young (55) 1003 Sandstone Dr, North Platte, NE 69101 
          2015 – Delbert Rogers (213), 615-13th Ave, Franklin NE 79030 
          2016 – Gary Brhel, (132) 6520 Mesaverde Drive, Lincoln NE 68510 
         * 2017 – Jim Taylor, (277) 
  2018 – Harold Terry (269), 3804 No. 161st Street, Omaha NE 68116 
 2019 – Bruce A. Baker (39), 2510 S. Deer Trail, Hastings NE 68901 
 2020-2021 – Bruce A. Baker (39), 2510 S. Deer Trail, Hastings NE 68901 
 
    * Deceased 

 
GRAND SECRETARIES AND GRAND TREASURERS 

OF NEBRASKA GRAND CHAPTER 
 
GRAND SECRETARIES: 
1875-76   W.I. Baker (16)  
1877-80   Mrs. Sara C. Baker (6) 
1884-85   Mrs. Louis M. Merrill (21) 
1886-95   H.A. Guild (8)  
1896-98   Dr. Elanor Dailey (6) 
1899-90    Miss Elfleda E. Wright (43) 
1900- Miss Anna C. Peterson (6)  
1901-15   Mrs. Anna C. Simpson (6) 
1916-46    Miss Rose Owens (176-213)  
1947-53   Mrs. Allie Wegner, PGM (92) 
1954-79   Mrs. Wilma Harms (208) 
1980-98   Mrs. Shirley Frink (92) 
1999-09   Mrs. Cathy Wagner (214)  
2010- Ms Jan Thoman (9) 
GRAND TREASURERS: 

1875-       Mrs. Epsie E. Griggs (9) 
1876- Mrs. Alice F. Crandel (8) 
1877-78 Mrs. Jeanette Webb (9) 
1879-80 Mrs. Agnes Smith (13) 
1884-96 Mr. Edwin Davis (6) 
1897-98 Mrs. Rose McGiverin (92) 

1899-09 Mrs. Carrie E. Wright (75) 
1910-22 Mrs. Lou A. Conklin (143) 
1923-29 Mrs. Bessie M. Mickey (24) 
1930-50 Mrs. Blanch Watson (40) 
1951-57 Mrs. Jennie Jacobson (269) 
1958-65 Mrs. Kathryn Brock (69) 
1966-69 Mrs. Agnes Bowman (52) 
1950-72 Mrs. Josephine Smith (279) 
1973-76 Mrs. Barbara Aten (294) 
1977-82 Mrs. Dorothy Metcalf (148) 
1983-88 Mrs. Ona Eggerss (39) 
1989-97 Mrs. Evelyn Evans (148-132) 
1998-99 Mrs. Connie Marreel (122)  
2000-03    Mrs. Connie Havekost (122) 
2004-08     Mrs. Janice Barnard (216) 
2009-13  Mrs. Pam Boshart (132) 
2014-16    Mrs. Pam Brhel (132) 
2017-        Ms. Karla Lawler (142,92, 
  264) 

 
GRAND OFFICERS EMERITI 

Mrs. Shirley Frink  (92), Grand Secretary Emeritus 
                                                  .................  1540 W 11th St., Fremont NE 68025 
Mrs. Cathy Wagner (214,122), Grand Secretary Emeritus 

2830 Hogan Lane, Fremont NE 68025 
Mrs. Connie Havekost (122), Grand Treasurer Emeritus 

                                                829 Co Rd., 19 Blvd, Hooper NE 68031 
Mrs. Jan Barnard (216), Grand Treasurer Emeritus 

                               227 Vista Circle, Tekamah NE 68061 
   Mrs. Pam Bhrel (132), Grand Treasurer Emeritus 

 6520 Mesaverde Dr., Lincoln NE 68510 
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DISTRICT GRAND SUPERVISORS 2020-2021 

  1    Meagan Pruitt (169) .................... P.O. box 76, Waterloo NE 68069 
  2    Tracey Hefner (200) .............. 2144 Archer Road, Archer NE 68816 
  3    Ellen Ott (122) ............................. P.O. Box 165, Hooper NE 68031 
  4    Sheli Rice (325) ............. 13503 S. 22nd Street, Bellevue NE 68123 
  5    Linda Dubry (261, 215, 55) ............................. 1117 Sandstone Dr. 
        ………………………………………………… North Platte NE 69101 
  6    Kelly Stahly (132, 257) ........ 6906 S. 91st Street, Lincoln NE 68526 
  7    Margaret Nelson (216) ...... 1018 S. 13th Ave. #104, Blair NE 68008  
  8    Andrea Stewart (55, 142) ....... P.O. Box 432, Sutherland NE 69165 
  9    Wanda Retzlaff (84) ................. P.O. Box 693, Plainview NE 68769 
 10   Terri Sherman (307) ............... 12244 N. 84th Street, Lincoln NE 68517 
 11   Gloria Guern (114) .......... 21944 Bobwhite Ave., Gretna NE 68028 
 12   Julie Hornicek (264) .............. 56 Lincoln Ave., Chappell NE 69129 
 13   Peggy Hitchcock (113) ............................. 43196 Richardson Road  
…………………………………………………………..Ainsworth NE 69210 
 14   Chris Kennedy (263)…………………………..….73088 646 Avenue  
…………………………………………………….…….Brownville NE 68321 
 15   Susie Baker (39)……... 2510 South Deer Trail, Hastings NE 68901 
 16   Board of District Grand supervisors 
 
 

GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 
MOST WORTHY GRAND MATRON ..................... Marianne R. Shenefelt 

          6426 Main St., Cheyenne WY 82009 
MOST WORTHY GRAND PATRON ............................... Henry S. Martin 

219 Ponderosa Trail, Murphy, TX 75094 
RIGHT WORTHY ASSOCIATE GRAND MATRON..Glenda G. Winchester 
                                                223 Greer Dr., PO Box 70, Six Mile SC 29682 
RIGHT WORTHY ASSOCIATE GRAND PATRON ................. F. Lon Lowry 
                                               408 Cool Springs Lane, Delaware, OH 43015 

RIGHT WORTHY GRAND SECRETARY ........................... Alma L. Bane 
      1618 New Hampshire Ave., N.W., Washington DC 20009-2549 

RIGHT WORTHY GRAND TREASURER ............................ Linn McNary 
9164 Oxford Place Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70809 

RIGHT WORTHY GRAND CONDUCTRESS .................... Billie Bradfield 
                                                  4473 N El Paso Rd, Bullhead City, AZ 86429 
RIGHT WORTHY A. G. CONDUCTRESS ......................... Deborah J. Dhayer 

                         3077 Valley Road, Berkeley Springs, WV 25411 
RIGHT WORTHY GRAND TRUSTEE ................................ Dennis Paul Jordan 

2354 E. South Bear Creek Dr., Merced CA 95340-9157 
RIGHT WORTHY GRAND TRUSTEE ................................................. Jo Cullifer 

47 Hunting Creek Way, Midland, GA 31820 
RIGHT WORTHY GRAND TRUSTEE ........................................ Helen Delaney  

36 Downpatrick Crescent, Toronto, ON M9R 4A4, Canada 
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WORTHY GRAND CHAPLAIN .................................... Margo Hellickson 
1401 Pleasant Street, Miles City, MT 59301 

WORTHY GRAND MARSHAL ........................................... Karla Dimond  
15698 E. Monmouth Place, Aurora, CO 80015 

WORTHY GRAND ORGANIST .................................. Ronald “Ron” Pete 
6928 S. Tuff Road, Superior, WI 54880 

WORTHY GRAND ADAH .................................................. Sue Peterson 
17801 W. Primrose Lane, Surprise, AZ 85374 

WORTHY GRAND RUTH ....................................... Kimberly D. Dellinger 
                                           319 N. Abilene Avenue, Valley Center, KS 67147 
WORTHY GRAND ESTHER ............................................. Betty Benham 

6 Manchester Road, Amarillo, TX 79124 
WORTHY GRAND MARTHA .................................................. Julie Birrer 

                 P.O. Box 3642, Jackson WY 83001 
WORTHY GRAND ELECTA ................................................ Carol Girling 

14 – 320 Pearson Parkway, Selkirk, MB R1A 1H1 Canada 
WORTHY GRAND WARDER............................................. Brenda Jones  

335 Plantation Drive, Richlands, VA 24641 
RIGHT WORTHY GRAND SENTINEL ........................... Michael A. Berry 

5805 Glen Park Rd., Louisville KY 40222 
 

GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER TRIENNIAL ASSEMBLY 
will be held in Salt Lake City, Utah 

October 28—November 5, 2021 
 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF GRAND SECRETARIES 
 

ALABAMA - October 
Ms. Janice Lambert Epp,PGM….1423 Upper Kingston Rd., Prattville AL 
36067 
ALBERTA - June 
Mrs. Mary Lynn Smith ..... #434, 51110 Range Rkoad 212, Sherwood Park, AB  
T8G 1E7  CANADA 
ARIZONA – August 
Ms Diana Houlette, PGM  ..................... P.O. Box 27967, Tempe AZ 85285 
ARKANSAS - December 
Ms. Annie Ruth Bryant, PGM ……3602 Nitawood Dr., Little Rock AR 72206 
AUSTRALIA - June  
Ms. Elizabeth Taylor, WGS………………...44 Cobbs Hill Rd, Lower Dromedary,  
TAS 7030 AUSTRALIA 
BOLIVIA - July   
Ms. Vannia Arze Justiniano……Calle Moldes No.564 entre calles Cobija y tarija, 
Santa Cruz, Bolivia                                                                                                
BRITISH COLUMBIA & Yukon – May 
Ms. Jean Pifer .............. #68 9208  208th St., Langley BC V1M  2M9  CANADA 
CALIFORNIA – October        
Mrs. Tammy Kinzy ............................ 16960 Bastanchury Road, Suite C 
Yorba Linda CA 92886-1711 
COLORADO - September 
Ms. Rene’ Ballinger……………………….2495 South Quebec Street, #60  
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Denver, CO 80231-6068                                                                       
CONNECTICUT - April 
Ms. Marilyn C. Mattoon, PGM  ........... PO Box 143, Plymouth CT 06782 
DELAWARE - May 
Ms. Henrietta R. McKelvey, PGM.. 517 McCabe Ave.Wilmington, DE 19802 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA - May 
Ms. Dorothy S. Thornley, PGM .................................... 122 C St. N.W., Suite 115 
Washington DC 20001-2109 
FLORIDA - April  
Mrs. Brenda G. Hendricks  ...... .PO Box 35339, Panama City, FL 32412 
GEORGIA - June 
Ms. Betsy Nibeck, PGM ................ PO Box 2436,  Kennesaw GA 30156  
IDAHO – June 
MsKathy Rigoli  .................... 1260 E. Stetson Ave., Post Falls ID 83854 
ILLINOIS - October 
Mr. Damon R. Stotts, PGP .............. PO Box 317, Macon IL 62544-0317 
INDIANA - June 
Mrs. Jonny D. Beeler  ......................... 523 Archway., Franklin IN 46131 
IOWA - October 
Mrs. Nancy J. Ramthun, PGM...................... PO Box 72, Knoxville IA 50138 
ITALY - September  
Ms. Cinzia DeBartolo ........ Piazza Principe Umberto 35  80142 Napoli, Italy 
KANSAS - April 
Ms. Christine M. Hard  .......... 320 SW 8th Ave. Floor 2, Topeka KS 66603 
KENTUCKY - October 
Ms. Debbie Balllinger, PGM  .. 102 E. Washington St., LaGrange KY 40031 
LOUISIANA - March 
Ms. Pamela Gill, PGM.......................................... 180 Harvey Gill Road, 
DeRidder, LA 70634-7304  
MAINE - May 
Ms Rheanne E Frost ................................. PO Box 459, Peru ME 04290 
MANITOBA - May 
Ms. Maralice Blagden, PGM…..52-525 Cathcart St., Winnipeg  MB  R3R 0S6  
CANADA                                                                                                 
MARYLAND - May 
Ms. Donna Runyan ......... 304 International Cr., Cockeysville MD 21030-1300 
MASSACHUSETTS – May 
Ms. Karen E. Grabau  ................. PO Box 600583, Newtonville MA 02460-0006 
MICHIGAN – October 
Ms. Jan S. Cross..  ...... 20411 W. 12 Mile Rd Ste. 108, Southfield MI 48076 
MINNESOTA – May 
Ms Joyce McCurdy PGM ...... 11501 Masonic Home Dr., Bloomington MN 55437 
MISSISSIPPI - April 
Mr. Larry woodward, PGP…..P.O. Box 1071, Louisville, MS 39339-1071 
MISSOURI - October 
Ms. Debbie L. Olds  ........... 6033 Masonic Dr. Suite C, Columbia MO 65202 
MONTANA - June 
Mrs. Carol Zehntner  ... ..PO Box 330, White Sulphur Springs MT 59645 
NEBRASKA - May 
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Ms. Jan E. Thoman, PGM. 301 N. Cotner Blvd. Ste. 200, Lincoln NE 68505 
NEVADA - October 
Ms. Donna Giles  .......................... P.O. Box 1938., Lovelock, NV 89419 
NEW BRUNSWICK - July 
Mr. Doug Swan, PGP… 169 St. John St., Woodstock NB E7M 2T9 CANADA 
NEW HAMPSHIRE – August                                
Ms. Shelley M. Gullett, PGM ....... ..32 Sioux Avenue, Nashua NH 03063 
NEW JERSEY - May 
Ms. Patti L. Rhinesmith, PGM, RWGS  ...................... 111 Finderne Ave. 
Bridgewater NJ 08807-3101 
NEW MEXICO - October 
Ms. Debbie Davis, PGM .................... PO Box 6206, Roswell NM 88203 
NEW YORK - October 
Ms Karen Marshall-King, MWGS  . 1400 Utica Street, Pounder Hall No. 106  
Oriskany NY 13424-5432 
NORTH CAROLINA – June 
Ms. Kay H. Evans, PGM…  . P.O. Box 97, Thomasville, NC 27361-0097 
NORTH DAKOTA - June 
Ms. Heather Bushaw  .... 2415 42nd Ave. South, Grand Forks ND 58201 
NOVA SCOTIA & PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - July 
Ms. Diane R. Haymen, PGM  ........ PO Box 853, Westville NS B0K 2A0   
CANADA  
OHIO - September 
Ms. Michelle Howell, PGM  ............... 154 Creek Road., Clarksville, OH 45113 
OKLAHOMA - October 
Ms. Leatrice Massey, PGM  ....1415 N. Walnut, Guthrie OK 73044-2003 
ONTARIO - August 
Mr. Patrick Delaney .... 36 Downpatrick Crescent,Toronto, ON M9R 4A4 
CANADA  
OREGON - June 
Ms. Connie Harris, PGM ................... P.O. Box 68257, Oak Grove, OR 97268  
PENNSYLVANIA - June 
Ms. Virginia Lynn Plyler ..105 Freemason Dr., Elizabethtown PA 17022 
PUERTO RICO - May 
Mr. Rafael Rondon... ….200 Calle Sol - #A3, San Juan, PR 00901-1302 
QUEBEC - October 
Ms. Brenda Stone, PGM ........ 8 March street, Knowlton QC J0E 1V0 CANADA   
RHODE ISLAND - October  
Ms. Kathy Newman, PGM  ............ 65 Ethan Street., Warwick RI 02888 
SÃO PAULO (Brazil) – March 
Ms. Ivonete De Fatima de Paula Martins…Rua Dr. Candido Espinheira,  
439,  Apto 21 – Perdizes, Sao Paulo, 05004-000  BRAZIL 
SASKATCHEWAN - April 
Ms. Thea Howe, PGM…Site 709 Comp 2 R.R. #7, Saskatoon SK  S7K 1N2  
CANADA  
SCOTLAND – April & October 
Ms. Elizabeth French, WGS  ........ 54 Market Place,Carluke, South Lanar 
ML8 4BP,  SCOTLAND  
SOUTH CAROLINA – June 
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Ms. Katherine L. Gerner, PGM ..... 532 Greenbriar Drive, Seneca SC 29678 
SOUTH DAKOTA - October 
Mrs. Karen Steptoe  ................................ 410 Vista Dr., Miller SD 57362 
TENNESSEE - April 
Ms. Mary Wolfe, PGM  ....... 2153 Highway 411, Vonore TN 37885-2221 
TEXAS - August 
Ms. Ellen Pickrell..….8101 Valcasi Drive, Suite 101, Arlington TX 76001 
UTAH - October 
Ms. Karen B. Pullman,  ...... 1651 South 2095 West, Woods Cross UT 84087 
VERMONT - June 
Mrs. Jerri K. Riegler, PGM  ........... 65 Lindale Dr., Colchester VT 05446 
VIRGINIA - May 
Ms. Linda Pearce…York Rite Bldg ,500 Masonic Ln. Ste. B, Henrico VA23223  
WASHINGTON - June 
Ms. Irene G. Jacobs…..817 South Vassault St., Tacoma WA  98465-2046 
WEST VIRGINIA - October 
Ms. Pat Kennedy, PGM…. .......PO Box 148, 12 North Kanawha Street.,   
Buckhannon, WV 26201 
WISCONSIN - May 
Ms. Nancy Ryburn  .......... 36275 Sunset Dr., Dousman WI 53118-9349 
WYOMING - August 
Ms Margie George ............. 3819 Snyder Avenue,  Cheyenne, WY 82001-1164 
 

HONOR ROLL 
Of Members Attending the Grand Chapter Session 

21 Years or More 
(And who have requested in writing to have their name placed on this list 

according to Section 12 (15) of the Bylaws of the Grand Chapter) 
 

Mrs. Naomi Rezek (272)  ........................................ 48 Years 
Mrs. Marie Rasmussen, P.G.M. .............................. 48 Years 
Mrs. Arleen Kuhl, P.G.M. ........................................ 39 Years 
Mrs. Beverly Donham (299)  ................................... 41 Years 
Mrs. Shirley Frink (92)  ............................................ 37 Years 
Ms. Jan Thoman PGM ............................................ 39 Years 
Mrs. Barbara Crowe (39, 31) ................................... 38 Years 
Mr. Fran Crowe, P.G.P. .......................................... 38 Years 
Mr. Robert Rhodes, P.G.P. ..................................... 37 Years 
Mrs. Roma Rhodes (199) ........................................ 36 Years 
Mrs. Barbara Wood (233-279) ................................ 35 Years 
Mrs. Marilyn Livingston (92)  ............................... ... 33 Years 
Mrs. Helen Dye (39) ................................................ 30 Years 
Mrs. Anne Phillips (325) .......................................... 32 Years 
Mrs. Margie Ludvigsen (92)  ................................... 27 Years 
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Mrs. Mary Garrison (9)  ........................................... 26 Years 
Mr. Duard Dempster, P.G.P. ................................... 28 Years 
Mrs. Cathy Wagner (214) ........................................ 31 Years 
Ms. Beverly Pickering (269) .................................... 27 Years 

 
GRAND REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER GRAND JURISDICTIONS 

IN THE GRAND JURISDICTION OF NEBRASKA 
(As of June 1, 201) 

Grand Chapter .... Representative ..............Address ................... Com. Expires 
Australia ........... Dennis Bostow  (119) ..........10618 Adams Dr... 
                                                                       Omaha NE 68127 .......... 12-31-2021 
Alberta.............. Celena Roth  (301) ................1302 E Avenue 
                                                                       So. Sioux City NE 68776 .... 12-31-22 
Arizona ............. Melba Rife (86) ...................35402 US Hwy 34 
                                                                                  Stratton NE 69043 ...................... 10-1-22 
Arkansas .......... Lisa Baker Williams  (39) .......2911 NE wild Indigo Way 
                                                                       Bentonvill AR 72712 ............. 8-15-22 
British Columbia . Elizabeth Ferguson  (262) .....206 W. 9th Street. 
        & Yukon                                                        Kimball NE 69145 .................  12-31-22 
Colorado .......... Susie Baker (39) .................2510 South Deer Trail 
                                                                       Hastings NE 68901 .............. 8-15-22 
Connecticut ...... Jill Woodward (122, 35) ......882 W. Brewster St. 
                                                                       Minden NE 68959 .............  12-31-21 
Delaware .......... Brandon Van Sky (325) .......119 Longwood Dr. 
                                                                                  Papillion NE 68133 ............... 12-31-22 
Dist. of Columbia ... Dennis Rix (92) ......................... 1860 Phelps 
                                                                                      Fremont NE 68025 .................... 12-31-21 
Florida .............. Joyce Porter (189) ..............318 11th Avenue 
                                                                       Plattsmouth NE 68048 ........... 10-1-21 
Georgia  ........... Gretchen Grupe (269) .........14718 Harvey Oaks Ave. 
                                                                                  Omaha NE 68144 ......................... 9-1-23 
Idaho  ............... Cathy Wagner (214, 122)....2830 Hogan Lane 
                                                                                       Fremont NE 68025 ..................... 10-1-21 
Illinois  .............. Norma Cummings (275)......8011 Trendwood Dr. 
                                                                       Lincoln NE 68506 ............... 12-31-21 
Indiana ............. David Thienel, PGP  (41) ......10857 Golden Harvest Way 
                                                                                      Indianapolis IN 46229 ................. 1-1-23 
Iowa ................. Marcia Donley  (39) ...............2905 Lake Park Lane 
                                                                       Hastings NE 68901…………1-01-21 
Italy……………Wanda Fisher, PGP (261)…P.O. Box 133 
                                                                       Thedford NE 69166…….....12-31-20 
Kansas ............. Marna Raymond  (325)… ...13612 S. 39th Circle 
                                                                       Bellevue NE 68123…………….1-1-23 
Kentucky .......... Becki Beck (41) ..................2421 Custer Ave.  
                                                                                  Grand Island NE 68803 ............. 2-3-23 
Louisiana  ......... Amy Shirley (1)  .....................914 North 6th Street 
                                                                       Nebraska City NE …..……..12-31-22 
Maine……..……Robin Brown (55)…………..2710 West 4th Street 
                                                                       North Platte NE 69101…….…3/1/23 
Manitoba (3yr)  . Don Rasmussen (39)……...1327 W. 16th Street  
                                                                       Hastings NE 68901 .............. 6-30-23 
Maryland .......... Jan Barnard (216) ................227 Vista Circle 
                                                                       Tekamah NE 68061 ............... 8-1-22 
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Massachusetts . Sharon Yockers (8) ............... 6130 Tennyson Circle 
                                                                       Lincoln NE 68516 ............... 12-31-22 
Michigan  .......... Valerie Tarr (84) ................ 308 N. 2nd Street 
                                                                       Plainview NE 68769 ...............1-1-22 
Minnesota ........ Jennifer Niemann (199)……3913 Raymond road 
                                                                              Staplehurst NE 68439........... 12-31-21 
Missouri ............ Rebecca Flores (299) ........ 12564 Oak Plaza 
                                                                              Omaha NE 68144 ....................7-1-21 
Montana ........... Connie Ourada (35) ........... 6204 Ave. M 
                                                                       Kearney NE 68847 ............... 10-1-21 
Nevada  ............ Amanda Kloke (169)  ........... 12917 Old Cherry Road 
                                                                              Omaha NE 68138 ................ 12-31-21 
New Brunswick .. Joan Jones  (214) .............. P.O. Box 229 
                                                                              David City NE 68632 ............. 12-31-22 
New Hampshire . Virginia Kaufman (215) ........ 160766 County Road 27 
                                                                              Gering NE 69341 ................. 12-31-22 
New Jersey  ..... Marci Broyhill (301)................... P.O. Box 648 
                                                                                           Dakota City NE 68731 .....................1-1-122 
New Mexico ...... Nicole Smith  (189) ............... 916 Bordeaux  
                                                                       Bellevue NE 68123 ...............  1-1-23 
New York  ........ Lorrie Bryant (271) ................. 8021 Preserve Lane 
                                                                                  Lincoln NE 68516 ....................... 9-15-21 
North Carolina  ...Renee Thakur (250) ............... 11301 McKelvie Road 
                                                                              Weeping Water NE 68463......... 1-1-22 
North Dakota  ... Bryan Regier (134)  ............. P.O. Box 294 
                                                                       Hyannis NE 69350 .................9-1-21 
Nova Scotia  ..... Kevin Lindly (261) .................... 819 S. 10th Ave. 
      & P. E. Island                                                     Broken Bow NE 68822.......... 12-31-21 
Ohio ................. Sara Fegley (40) ................ 500 Spruce Ave.  
                                                                              Norfolk NE 68701 .................. 8-25-22 
Oklahoma  ........ Heather Palmer (325)  ....... 2003 Washington Street 
                                                                                       Bellevue NE 68005 ................. 10-15-21 
Ontario ………Betty Garrwood, PGM (119) . 520 Timberline Drive 
                                                                                  So. Sioux City NE 68776 ......... 12-31-21 
Oregon  ............ Tracy Dickes (132)  ............ 510 2nd St. 
                                                                       Milford NE 68405 ...................8-1-22 
Pennsylvania .... John Parsons (299) ........... 1512 Beechwood Ave.  
                                                                              Papillion NE 68133 ................ 1-15-23 
Quebec ................ Rebecca Guss (299) ................ 10623 Cumings St. 
      (3yr)                                                                        Omaha NE 68114 .......................... 8-1-22 
Puerto Rico……....Diane Moats. (169)……………131 South 202nd Street 
                                                                                       Elkhorn NE 68022………………3-31-23 
Rhode Island  ... Nancy Nemechek (234) ..... 63139 710 Road  
                                                                       Humboldt NE 68376 ........... 12-31-23 
São Paulo……..Ann Daudt (84)……………...P.O. Box 443 
                                                                       Plainview NE 68769 ........... 12-31-22 
Saskatchewan .. Betty Kirby (153) ................. 4501 Eagle Ridge Road 
                                                                       Lincoln NE 68516 ............... 12-31-22 
Scotland…….…Tim Birdsall (271)………......749 Sunny Slope Road 
                                                                       Lincoln NE 68505…….……12-31-21 
South Carolina  .. Diane Wilson (122) ............ 2210 Phelps Ave.  
                                                                              Fremont NE 68025 ..................7-1-21 
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South Dakota  .. Darrel Weers (275) ..............7240 Colby 
                                                                          Lincoln NE 68505 .................... 4-1-22 
Tennessee……Greg Mason (94)………….….9410 Colby Street 
                                                                           Lincoln NE 68505…………..10-20-22 
Texas  .............. Sue Kittinger (199) ...................... 7110 Willow Avenue 
                                                                       Lincoln NE 68507 ................. 7-10-21 
Utah  ................ Don Norman (142) ..............7433 Collister Road  
                                                                                       Lincoln NE 68516 .................... 12-31-22 
Vermont  .......... Samantha McCrea (55) ......1702 West 1st  
                                                                                                 North Platte NE 69101 ............... 10-1-21 
Virginia  ............ Angi Miller  (189)  ...............4503 Anchor Mill Dr. 
                                                                       Papillion NE 68133 ................. 1-1-23 
Washington  ..... Jim Terwilleger  (9)  ............1107 Union Ave. 
                                                                              Beatrice NE 68310 ................ 8-15-22 
West Virginia .... Cheryl Glidden  (86) ..............P.O. Box 738 
                                                                       Benkelman NE 69021 ............ 8-1-22 
Wisconsin ......... Laura Deininger (39) ...........1115 Oswego Ave. 
                                                                                  Hastings NE 68901............... 12-31-22 
Wyoming ……Dennis Dubry  (215,55,261)…1117 Sandstone Drive 
                                                                                  North Platte NE 69101 ............. 12-31-21 
  

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES OF NEBRASKA GRAND CHAPTER 
IN OTHER GRAND JURISDICTIONS 

 
Grand Chapter .... Representative ........ Address  ........................ Com. Expires 
Alabama ............... Debra Holloway ........ 1811 44th Avenue SW 
                                                                 Lanett AL 36863 ...................... 10-01-21 
Alberta…………Margaret MacDonald….801, 8220 Jasper Ave. NW  
                                                                          Edmonton, AB T5H 4B6 Canada .... 11-01-21 
Arizona………….Elizabeth Gendroms .... 26606 Avenida Deseo 
                                                                 Mission Viefo CA 92691 ............. 1-01-23 
Arkansas .............. Darcy Baxley ............ 143 Baxley Road 

McRae AR 72012 ..................... 11-01-21 
Australia ............... Judith Manderson ...... P.O. Box 142 
                                                         GIN GIN QLD 4671 AUSTRALIA  .... 12-31-21 
Bolivia..Lourdes Seborga De Barrientos . Calle Bolivar, esquina Urcullo 
                                                                 Sucre Bolivia………….………….8-31-21 
British Columbia ... Linda Warren ............ 2617 South Alder Street 
            & Yukon                                       Campbell River BC V9H 1R8 
                                                                 CANADA     .............................. 10-01-22 
California………..Jacqueline Bozeman ... 6846 Terra Vista Way 

Sacramento CA 95821  ............ 10-01-22 
Colorado .............. Melissa Bray ............. P.O. Box 69 

Yampa CO 80483 .................... 10-01-21 
Delaware……Courtney Painter Stewart  ... 28 New Brook Road 

Newark DE 19711 ...................... 9-30-22 
Dist. of Columbia .. Rumonda Thompson..2607 Gaither Street 
                                                                 Temple Hills MD....................... 12-31-21 
Florida .................. Jennings Bunn .......... 11028 73rd Court 

Live Oak FL 32060 ..................  10-01-22 
Georgia ................ Susan Reese ............ P.O. box 47 

Camak GA 30807 ..................... 10-01-21 
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Idaho .................... Vicki Reynolds ..........4004 S. Northbridge Way 
                                                                 Boise ID 83701 ........................ 10-01-22 
Illinois ................... Judy Wilson….. .........300 S. Walnut 
                                                                 Vermont IL 61484 .................... 10-10-22 
Indiana ................. J. Arnold Custer ........8429 E. 180 South 

Greentown IN 46936 ................ 10-01-21 
Iowa ..................... Sue Thomas………...1615 E. Elm Street 

Algona IA 50511 ....................... 10-01-22 
Italy……………….Rosarina Madia….…...Pallade n. 18 C 
                                                                 Catanzaro  Italy…………………...8-1-22 
Kansas ................. Carol Dornberger ......16433 Madison Road 
                                                                 Riley KS 66531 ........................ 10-01-21 
Kentucky .............. Barbara Gambrel ......1031 richland Trail Road 

Ashland City TN ....................... 10-01-21 
Louisiana .............. Carlton Conaway ......107 Boswell Drive 
                                                                 Slidell LA 70458 ....................... 10-01-22 
Maine ................... Brian Farrington ........149 P Ridge Road 
                                                                 Readfield ME 04355................. 10-01-21 
Manitoba .............. Sandra Lawrence......5 – 75 Park Hill Drive 
                                                                      Morden MB R6M 2E3 Canada ....... 10-01-23 
Maryland .............. Fred Tracey Alban II….P.O. Box 538 
                                                                 New Windsor, MD 21776 ......... 10-01-21 
Massachusetts ....... C. Joan Tinkham ........ 35 Huntley Street 
                                                                 No. Attleboro MA 02760 ........... 10-01-22 
Michigan ............... Ingrid Cole…………...10246 S. Barnes Road        
                                                                 Durand MI 48429 ....................  10-01-22 
Minnesota ............ Mary Jo Goman ......... 22 West Marble Street 
                                                                       Duluth MN 55811-2007 ..............   12-31-23 
Mississippi ............ Frances Baldwin .......3500 Hwy 540 
                                                                 Raleigh MS 39156 ................... 101-1-21 
Missouri ................ Judy Scheib  ............... P.O. Box 466 
                                                                 Columbia MO 65202  .............   10-01-21 
Montana ............... Betty McConkey........650 Swan River Road  
                                                                 Bigfork MT 59911 ..................... 10-01-21 
Nevada ................. Dennis Lowe .............P.O. Box 71 
                                                                           Austin NV 89310 ........................ 12-31-22 
New Brunswick ..... Colin Allen… .............1345 Route 995 
                                                            Murray Corner, NB E4M 3H6 CANADA…8-31-21 
New Hampshire .... Thomas Tsirimokos  .2395 Elm Street 
                                                                 Manchester NH 03105 ............. 10-01-21 
New Jersey .......... Andrew Strucek ........518 Longstreet Avenue 
                                                      Brielle NJ 08730 ........................ 11-01-22 
New Mexico .......... Mary Beth Yeager .....3100 Thunder Road 
                                                                 Alamogordo NM ....................... 12-31-21 
New York ............. Sandra Lee Hussey ..P.O. Box 352 
                                                                 Troy NY 12182 ......................... 10-01-21 
North Carolina ...... Lindie Bishop………. 208 Monroe Street 
                                                                 Roanoke Rapids NC 27870 ...... 10-01-23 
North Dakota …..Evelyn Johnson, PGM...1194 74th St. NO. 
                                                                Upham ND 58789 ..................... 10-01-22 
Nova Scotia .......... Ardith Downey ..........2047 Creighton Street 
          & P. E. I.                                         Halifax, NS B3K 3R3.. CANADA  ........... 10-01-21 
Ohio ..................... Bonnie Spurling ........417 Retreat Lane 
                                                                 Marysville OH 43040 ................ 10-15-21 
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Oklahoma ............. Lois White………………714 N. 14th Street Apt 311 
                                                                 Broken Arrow OK 74012 ............ 9-30-21  
Ontario  ................ Souhail Banna  ........... 513-12 Laurelcrest Street 
                                                             Brampton, ON  L6S 5Y4 CANADA . 10-01-21 
Oregon   ............... Teri Garlock… .......... 159 Haryu Road 
                                                            Longview WA ................................ 6-21-22 
Pennsylvania ........ Nancy A. Brown ........ 2660 Route 208  
                                                                 Knox PA 16232 ........................ 10-01-22 
Sao Paulo ............ Quilia Rodriques de Souza…Chacara Rosa Dias 
                                                       Sao Paulo ............................... 1/1/2022 
Quebec ……..Audrey Williamson, PGM . .#102 – 17 Kirkland Blvd. 
                                                                  Kirkland QC H9J 1N2  CANADA............. 10-01-22 
Rhode Island ........ Danielle Riebe .......... 1297 Main Street, Apt. 1 
                                                                 W. Warwick RI 02893............... 12-31-21 
Saskatchewan ...... Albert Hilliar, PGP… . Box 1805 
                                                            Melfort, KS S0E 1A0  CANADA ...... 9-30-21 
Scotland ............... May Hunter.. ................. 15 Darluith Park 

Parkfield, Johnstone 
                                                                 PA5 8DD SCOTLAND......... LIFE TERM 
South Carolina ..... Shirley Martin............ 601 Peachtree Rock Road 
                                                                 Lexington SC 29073 ................ 10-01-22 
South Dakota ....... Mildred Slathe… ....... P.O. Box 15 
                                                                Harrold SD 57536 ..................... 10-01-22 
Tennessee ........... Christy Sullivan  ........ 3055 Academy Road 
                                                                 Portland TN 37148 ................... 10-01-22 
Texas ................... Mary Ann Davis…..…236 Woodcrest Drive 
                                                                 Richardson TX 75080 .............. 10-01-22 
Utah ..................... Kari Finch Start……..8654 South Terrace Court 
                                                                           Sandy UT 84093 .......................... 8-31-22 
Vermont ............... Jeanne Johnson ....... 446 Brandon Mountain Road 
                                                                 Rochester VT 05767 .................. 6-08-21 
Virginia ................. Alicia Loving. ............ 1160 Ocean Pebbles Way 
                                                                 Virginia Beach VA 23451 ......... 10-01-22 
Washington .......... Robin Jessup… ........ 112 Harley LN 
                                                                 Chehalis WA 98532 ................. 10-01-22 
West Virginia ........ Elaine McDaniel………15 Draper Drive 
                                                                 Charleston WV 25306 .............. 10-01-21 
Wisconsin ............. Ed Klein…… ............. 540 Tacoma Beach Road #14 
                                                                    Sturgeon Bay WI 54235 .............. 5-23-22 
Wyoming  ............. Jacquie Lahr ............. 2008 Alsop Lane #134 
                                                                 Laramie WY 82072 .................. 12-31-21
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In Loving Memory  
 

Of 

 

Brother James R. Taylor 

Worthy Grand Patron 
The Grand Chapter of Nebraska 

Order of the Eastern Star 
2017-2018 

 
~~~~~ 

Entered into rest 
June 15, 2020 

 

~~~~~ 
 

“And He will raise you up on eagle’s wings,  
Bear you on the breath of dawn,  
Make you to shine like the sun, 

And hold you in the palm of His hand.” 
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LaIn Loving Memory  
 

Of 

 

Sister Anita Sohm 

Worthy Grand Matron 
The Grand Chapter of Nebraska 

Order of the Eastern Star 
2017-2018 

 
~~~~~ 

Entered into rest 
March 14, 2020 

 

~~~~~ 
 

“Happy and smiling, always content, 
Loved and respected wherever she went. 

Now sleep on, dear friend, 
Yours was a life of beauty to others, 

A lasting tribute to be fondly remembered 
By those who love you-your Sisters and Brothers” 
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In Loving Memory  
 

Of 

 

Sister Mary Ann Watchorn 

Worthy Grand Matron 
The Grand Chapter of Nebraska 

Order of the Eastern Star 
1971-1972 

 
~~~~~ 

Entered into rest 
November 6, 2019 

 

~~~~~ 
 

“There is a long and winding road, 
 alog which each must go,  

It leads beyond the hills of time, 
 Into the sunset glow, 

 But only for a little while,  
Our loved ones leave our sight,  

For just beyod the hill they wait,  
In God’s Eternal Light. 
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In Loving Memory  
 

Of 

 

Brother William D. Parrish 

Worthy Grand Patron 
The Grand Chapter of Nebraska 

Order of the Eastern Star 
2006-2007 

 
~~~~~ 

Entered into rest 
September 23, 2019 

 

~~~~~ 
 

“Let us not mourn his going, 
Let us rejoice to know 

That earthly labors finished, 
He was prepared to go 

Let us emulate his virtues, 
That many of us may say 

The world is brighter, better, 
Because he passed this way.” 
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In Loving Memory  
 

Of 

 

Brother Charles E. House 

Worthy Grand Patron 
The Grand Chapter of Nebraska 

Order of the Eastern Star 
1980-1981 

 
~~~~~ 

Entered into rest 
June 11, 2019 

 

~~~~~ 
 

“When those we loved have stepped across 
The threshold of God’s door, 

They leave behind those memories 
That make us love them more.” 
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In Loving Memory  
 

Of 

 

Brother Leslie E. Smith 

Worthy Grand Patron 
The Grand Chapter of Nebraska 

Order of the Eastern Star 
1983-1984 

 
~~~~~ 

Entered into rest 
June 20, 2019 

 

~~~~~ 
 

“God saw he was getting tired and a cure was not 
to be, So he put his arms around him and 

whispered, “Come with Me” 
With tearful eyes we watched him suffer and saw 
him fade away; Although we loved him dearly, we 

could not make him stay.  
A golden heart stopped beating; hard working hads 

to rest; God broke our hearts to prove to us—He 
only takes the best.” 
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This Page is Lovingly Dedicated 
 

To the Memory 
 

of the 
 

Honored Dead 
 

of the 
 

General Grand Chapter 
and our 

Sister Grand Jurisdictions 
 

2019-2021 
 

Those we love must one day pass 
Beyond our present sight; 

To leave us, and the world we know, 
Without their radiant light. 

But we know that, like a candle, 
Their lovely light will shine 

To brighten up another place, 
More perfect, more divine. 
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DEAD IN NEBRASKA GRAND JURISDICTION—2020-2021 
“THEY REST FROM THEIR LABORS” 

 
 

❖ Queen Esther No. 1 

Mrs. Betty Brye 1/9/2020 
Mrs. Betty Peterson 7/17/2020 
Mr. Lonnie Martin 10/4/2020 
Mrs. Doris Cushing 10/18/2019 
Mr. Don Martin 7/20/2018 
Mr. Ron Howell 4/15/2021 
Mr. Eric Larson 3/27/2021 
Mr. Byron Oldham 5/22/2018 
Mrs. Betty Teten 3/20/2018 
Mrs. Delores Wade 9/7/2021 

 
Mrs. Arnola Zabokrtsky 10/9/2021 
 
❖ Guild No. 16 

Mrs.Betty Fink 1/11/2020 
Mrs. Margaret Bookwalter 7/31/2021 
Mrs. LaVaughn Rotter 6/10/2021 
Mrs. Helen Wilkinson 1/29/2021 
 
❖ Alma No. 20 

 Mr. Jerome Vavra 4/8/2020 
 Mrs. Muriel Harper 7/24/2020

❖ Vesta No. 6 

 Mrs. Joan Stark 10/22/2020 
 Mrs. Marilyn Christensen 9/21/2021 
 Mrs. Ione Stewart 11/30/2021 
 Mr. David Wipfler 4/29/2021 
 Mr. Dale Harding 12/21/2021 
 Mr. Charles T. Gottsch 12/21/2021 
 Mrs. Velda Maxine MacGregor 4/5/21 
 Mrs. Donna Mae Linn 4/2/2021 
 Mrs. Dorothy Sciford 12/25/2020 
 
❖ Electa No. 8 

 Mrs. Violet Butts 3/25/2020 
 Mr. David Thomssen 6/13/2020 
 Mrs. Norma Schaufelberger 6/16/2020 
 Mrs. Patricia King 10/19/2020 
 Mrs. Betty Benjamin 2/1/2021 
 Mr. Roger Miner 4/12/2021 
 Mrs. Marian Walters 5/31/2021 
 Mrs. Lucille McCall 7/26/2021 
 Mrs. Wilma Chesnut 12/31/2021 
 
❖ Vesper No. 9 

 Mrs. Margaret Mosley 11/22/2019                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 Miss Mary Jane Bonebright 3/16/2020 
 Mr. Frank Roberts 11/6/2020 
 Mrs. Esther Chermak 11/22/2020 
 Mrs. Mrs. Edith Norris 12/9/2020 
 Mrs. Betty Canedy 10/10/2020 
 Mr. Ronald Hein 2/2/2021 
 Mrs. Lila Papke 5/28/2021 
 Mr. Roland Garrison 9/16/2021 

 Mrs. Eleanor Dulka 5/18/2015 
 Mr. Raymond Poage 6/1/2020 
 
  
❖ Hebron No. 31 

 Mrs. Elaine Dahlgren  2020 
 Mrs. Hazel Jean Ewalt 12/3/2019 
 Mrs. Clarice Machal Tifus 2020 
 Ms Chergle Wiedel 2/4/2020 
 Mrs. Mary Wood  2020 
 Mrs. Connie Pesek 7/2/2021 
 
❖ Tuscan  No. 35 
 Mrs. Martha Lindstrom 7/16/2019 
 Mrs. Evelyn Vohland 2/7/2020 
 Mrs. Marietta Massey 3/1/2020 
 Mrs. Lela Claussen 7/20/2020 
 Mrs. Louise Lanham 9/12/2018 
 Mr. Robert Vohland 12/22/2020 
 Mrs. Lucille Erickson 12/24/2020 
 Mrs. Patricia Evans-Austin 11/11/2020 
 Mrs. Sherrie Dusch, PGM 4/23/2021 
 Mrs. Shirley Englund 8/21/2021 
 Mr. Paul Englund 9/9/2021 
 Mrs. Dorothy Lutkemeier 10/22/2021 
  
❖ Acacia No. 39 
 Mrs. Susan Haley 1/24/2020 
 Mrs. Kay Batt 2/14/2020 
 Mrs. Joan Kessler 4/9/2020 
 Mr. Bob Williams 8/31/2020 
 Mrs. Rose Mary Peterson 11/9/2020 
 Mrs. Mary Albrecht 9/3/2020 
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 Mrs. Geraldine Shuman 11/17/2020 
 Mrs. Merna Rider 9/24/2019 
 Mrs. Shirley Engel 2/26/2021 
 Mrs. Glenda Kress 5/14/2021 
 Mrs. Venus Turner 7/22/2021 
 Mrs. Kathleen Zaroban 9/7/2021  
  
❖ Beulah No. 40 
Rev. Gail Axen 1/2/2020 
Mrs. Marjorie Summers 3/11/2021 
Mrs. Marie Porter 12/31/2021 
 
❖ Andrew  No. 41 
 Mrs. Wilma Jean Mayfield 7/6/2020 
 Mrs.  Jean Packer 9/23/2020 
 Mr. William Packer 9/30/2020 
 Mrs. Betty Ranard 8/22/2020 
 Mr. Bobby Ranard 9/4/2020 
 Mrs. Betty Svanda 9/4/2018 
 Mrs. Doris A. Milks 11/16/2020 
 Mrs. Maxine A. Failing 2/22/2021 
 Mrs. Judith Long 12/27/2018 
 Mrs. Margaret Mohr 5/30/2021 
 Mrs. Betty Sheahan 7/11/2017 
 Mrs. Beverly Ann Thygesen 12/16/19 
 Mrs. Ann Nielsen 11/30/2021 
   
❖ Adah  No. 52 
 Miss Berthalyn Dunkak 8/23/2019 
 Mrs. Ann Newman 8/4/2020 
 Mrs. Waldine Mealey 11/23/2020 
 Mr. Calvin Kline Jr. 6/18/2021 
 Mrs. Jeanine Grice 8/4/2020 
 
❖ Signet No. 55 
 Mrs. Arlene Petersen 3/18/2020 
 Mrs. Ruby Sommers 8/17/2020 
 Mrs. Arlene Young 1/28/2020 
 Mrs. Vernell Baker 3/31/2020 
 Mrs. Lucielle Hoyt 1/12/2019 
 Mrs. Jane Irvine 6/18/2015 
 Mrs. Mary Arney 4/5/2021 
 Mrs. Donna Matthews 1/3/2021 
 Mrs. Leora McFarland 1/20/2021 
 Mrs. Charlotte Nowlin 10/16/2021 
 Mrs. Margaret Thompson 8/29/2021 
 Mr. Lloyd Synoyec 12/15/2021 
 
 
❖ Mount Vernon No. 84 
Mr. Don Hall 10/4/2020 
Mrs. Evelyn Kroeger 1/1/2020 

Mrs. Sandra Kiichler 3/1/2020 
Mrs. Mary Lou West 3/28/2020 
Mrs. Janis Lingenfelter 8/8/2021 
Mrs. Delores Nelson 7/16/2021 
Mrs. CloAnn Shamblen 12/1/2021 
Mrs. Violet Spencer 6/14/2021 
 
❖ Eureka  No. 86 
 Mrs. Leona Baxter 9/8/2020 
 Mr. Jerry Beideck 10/7/2020 
 Mrs. Mildred Baxter 11/16/2020 
 Mrs. Marjorie Carter 4/30/2020 
 Mr. Morrison G. Sutton 8/24/2020 
 Mrs. Elaine Skiles 12/9/2020 
 Mrs. Beverlee Swanson 6/6/2020 
 Mr. Bruce Swanson 11/16/2021 
  
❖ Arbor Vitae  No. 92 
 Mrs. Patricia Evans-Austin 11/11/2020 
 Mrs. Fern Gifford 1/17/2020 
 Mrs. Constance Wamsat 
 Mr. Murphy Kirby 6/9/2020 
 Mrs. Aileen Heintzelman 1/16/2021 
 Mr. Gail Bevington 10/6/2021 
 Mrs. Kay Meier 10/6/2021 
 Mrs. JoAnn Flood 11/24/2021 
  
❖ Aurora  No. 93 
Mrs.Evelyn Zehr 6/1/2020 
Mrs. Janice Shaw 4/27/2020 
Mrs. Kay Hobson 3/9/2020 
Mrs. LaRie Goertzen 2/17/2021 
Mrs. Janet Roberts 11/26/2021 
Mr. Harris D. Ulmer 5/8/2021 
 
❖ Myrtle  No. 94 
 Miss Aletha Deal 4/16/2020 
 Mrs. Carol Kuebler 5/2020 
 Mrs. Marlene Mansfield 5/18/2020 
 Mrs. Marilyn Parrott 12/5/2021 
 
❖ Crete No. 104 

Mr. Jerry Bespalec 5/12/2020 
Mr. Dennis Aksamit 8/15/2021 
Mrs. Anna Marie Bretthorst 7/8/2020 
Mrs. Angeline Highstreet 7/31/2021 
 
❖ Bethany No. 113 
Mr. Roger Titus 11/9/2019 
Mr. Jackson Roaark 2/3/2020 
Mr. Milford Smith 8/21/2020 
Mrs. Deloris Borg 9/29/2020 
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Mr. Arnold Jauenig 11/27/2020 
Mrs. Stella Thompson 8/8/2021 
Mrs. Harriett Bennett-McKamy 6/2021 
Mr. Wayne Bower 1/15/2021 
Mrs. Dorothy Foree 1/2/2021 
Mrs. Nancy Gable 1/8/2021 
Mrs. Ruby Graham 7/2/2021 
Mrs. Enid Kicken 10/1/2021 
Mrs. Dora Scott 1/8/2021 
 
❖ Papillion No. 114 

 Mr. James Avant 2/17/2020 
 Mrs. Phyllis Cain 6/2/2020 
 Mrs. Donna L. Holmes 4/13/2020 
 Mr. Carl Barney 11/24/2020 
 Mrs. Joan Stark 10/22/2020 
 Mrs. Kathleen Torango 3/12/2020 
 Mrs. Connie Wheeler 7/3/2020 
 Mrs. Delphine Luenenborg 5/9/2021 
 Mrs. Dorothy Walace 9/26/2021 
  
❖  Ruth No. 119 
 Mrs. Evelyn Winkleman 11/24/2021 
 Mrs. Norma Hamilton 8/23/2021 
 Mr. David Otte 4/4/2021 
 Mr. Charles Scheuneman 12/10/2021 
  
  
 
❖ Friendship  No. 122 
 Mrs. Betty McMaster 5/12/2020 
 Mr. Harold Mueksch 10/13/2021 
 Mrs. Beth Congreve 9/25/2021 
 Mrs. Peggy Robley 1/22/2021 
 
 
❖ Blue River No. 132 

 Mrs. Mrs. Julia Melichar 9/8/2020 
 Mr. Richard dugdale 11/13/2020 
 Mrs. Marjorie Tauriella 11/2019 
 Mr. Thomas Pomeroy 11/2020 
 Mrs. Charlotte Besse 4/20/2021 
 Mrs. Mary ellen Hill 5/8/2021 
 Mrs. Lois Smith 9/27/2021 
 
❖ Golden Rule No. 134 

Mrs. Marilyn Reddish 7/17/2020 
  

❖ Ogallala No. 142 

 Mrs. Delores Sexson 9/11/2020 
 Mr. Wayne Aten 12/30/2020 
 Mrs. Leta Lindauer 3/6/2021 
 Mr. Bernie Beckius 7/8/2021 
 Mrs. Gladys Tharp 9/15/2021 
 Mrs. Janet Sue Ford 9/29/2021 
 Mrs. Lynette Burnette 4/2/2021 
 
❖ Dorcas No. 144 

 Mr. Marvin Colson 5/15/2020 
 Mr. Philip Chesley 9/18/2021 
 Mrs. Ruth Decker 11/10/2021 
 Mrs. Klyda Steele 2/1/2021 
    
❖ Martha Washington  No. 153 
 Miss. Paula Beezley 7/2/2020 
 Mrs. Donna Cave 8/28/2020 
 Mrs. Karen Gulbranson 12/11/2020 
 Mrs. Bonnie Hartley 3/29/2020 
 Mrs. Marie Rustermier 1/19/2020 
 Mrs. May Weideman 3/24/2020 
 Mr. Richard Baker 12/24/2020 
 Mrs. Ardelle Boardman 10/12/2021 
 Mrs. Phyllis McGill 11/18/2021 
 Mrs. Marolyn Robsen 5/2/2021 
 Mr. Troy Tuhey 3/27/2021 
  
❖ Wausa  No. 159 
 Mr. Marvin Kuhl 2/22/2020 
 Mr. Alfred Koops 5/27/2020 
 Mrs. Charlotte Kristensen 8/25/2020 
 Leila Lamprecht 10/13/2020 
 Mr. Robert Kuhl 6/10/2021 
 Mrs. Kathleen Frank 8/28/2021 
 
❖  Luna No. 169 
Mrs. Mary Lou Mason 11/29/2019 
Mrs. Nancy Armbrust 12/12/2021 
Mr. Dennis Ueckert 6/18/2021 
 
❖ Miriam No. 175 
Mrs. Virginia Burns 4/12/2020 
 
❖ Royal  No. 184 
 Mrs. Wilma Hutchison 1/1/2020 
 Mrs. Marie Grover 3/30/2019 
 Mrs. Evelyn Keller 5/29/2020 
 Mr.  Clyde Lefler 9/19/2020 
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 Mrs. Sharon Jancik 10/11/2020 
 Mr.  Harry Honstein 11/14/2020 
 Mrs. Lorene Jones 12/11/2020 
 Mrs. Evelyn Gwynn 9/2/2021 
 Mr. Larry Swick 8/23/2021 
  
❖ Home  No. 189 
 Mr. Billy Corbin 2/13/2020 
 Mrs. Doris Armstrong 4/1/2020 
 Mrs. Sheila Speck 11/19/2020 
 Mrs. Joanne Glaze 12/28/2020 
 Mr. Roy Edmonds 3/25/2021 
 Mrs. LaVera Schlichtemier 4/2/2021 
 Mrs. Margaret Rhylander 6/27/2021 
 Mrs. Mary Rogers-Hammons 11/19/21 
 
 Rob Morris No. 192 
 Mrs. Wilma Berggren 5/15/2021 
 
❖ Wayne No. 194 
 Mrs. Wanda Lancaster 2/7/2020 
 Mrs. Mary George 1/3/2020 
 Mrs. Lois Johnson 11/30/2020 
 Mrs. Judith Temme 6/20/2020 
 Mr. Donald Southwick 7/21/2019 
 Mrs. Lois Jech 11/20/2021 
 Mr. John Kirkpatrick 3/7/2021 
 Mrs. Joan Marr 4/26/2021 
 Mrs. Erna Mellor 10/29/2021 
 Mr. Robert Moodie 7/21/2021 
 Mrs. Darlene Janovy 8/16/2015 
  
❖ Ceresco  No. 198 
 Mr. Jerry Niday 8/3/2020 
 Mr. Howell Roberts 10/3/2020 
 Mr. Larry Smith 10/24/2020 
 Mrs. Roselyn Hanson 12/3/2006 
Mrs. Barbara Basel 5/2/2021 
Mrs. Elaine Hansen 9/25/2021 
 
 
❖  Utica No. 199 
 Mr. Frederick Branz 12/29/2020 
 Mrs. Elva McBride 10/7/2021 
 Mrs. Sandra Brambila 10/14/2021 
 Mrs. Gwenda Cogswell 10/15/2021 
  
❖ Arbor No. 200 
 Mr. Earl Ferguson 3/19/2018 
 Mr. John Jefferson 5/11/2020 

 Mrs. Mary Svitak 11/21/2020 
 Miss Connie Cuddeford 2019 
 Mrs. Donna Keehn 12/31/2020 
 Mrs. Della May ksiazek 6/7/2021 
 Mrs. Joan Foulk 10/9/2021 
 Mrs. Marjorie Prince 2/4/2021 
 Mrs. Ethelene Russell 10/19/2020 
 Mrs. Helen Solt 10/21/2021 
 Mrs. Janice Carskadon 9/10/2021 
 
❖ Phillips No. 204 
Mrs. Joan Heinzman 5/30/2020 
Mrs. Lois Kreutz 4/28/2020 
Mrs. Norma Kreutz 11/2/2020 
Mrs. Lucille Hunnicutt 10/25/2021 
 
Irene  No. 207 
Mrs. Evelyn Thompson 5/2020 
 
❖ Franklin No. 213 
Mr. Walter Dean Butler 10/4/2020 
Mr. Vernon Duncan 7/30/2021 
 
❖ Sunflower No. 214 
 Mrs. Delores Benjamin 12/29/2020 
 Mrs. Betty Slansky 11/28/2020 
 Mrs.  Dorothy Wright 2/1/2020 
 Mrs. Betty Young 9/28/2020 
 Mrs. Joan Anderson 3/6/2021 
 Mrs. Mary Taedter 5/25/2021 
 Mrs. Janet Williams 1/5/2021 
 
❖ Dome Rock  No. 215 

Mrs. Phyllis J. Ladine 7/15/2020 
Mrs. Connie Krieger 2/27/2020 
Mr. Don Loos 2/7/2021 
 
❖ Herman No. 216 

 Mr. Ralph Anderson 6/26/2020   
 Mrs. Edna Klein 5/25/2020 
 Mrs. Betty Petersen 7/29/2020 
 Mr. Virgil Rohlff 8/13/2020 
 Mrs. Jacqueline Spangler 11/8/2020 
 Mrs. Lorraine Spangler 1/7/2020 
 Mrs. Elvera Walker 3/22/2020 
 Mrs. Lois Wood 2/10/2020 
 Mrs. Edith Gibbs 2/14/2021  
 Mrs. T. Joyce Grass 8/22/2021 
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 Mrs. Mary Hand 7/30/2021 
 Mrs. Gracie Husk 10/4/2021  
 Mrs. Maureen LaPour 2/21/2021 
 Mr. Clifford Morrow 12/24/2021 
 Mrs. Nadine Sorensen 4/15/2021 
 Mrs. Lois Wachter 1/30/2021 
 
❖ Humboldt  No. 234 

Mrs. Elaine Gossman 3/25/2020 
Mrs. Ardis King 3/27/2020 
Mrs. Maxine Gross 8/15/2020 
Mrs. Rececca Grimm 2/3/2021 
 
❖ Minnehaha No. 246 

 Mrs. Mavis Foyle 8/20/2020 
  
❖ Elizabeth No. 250 

 Mr. Ronald Hahn 4/16/2020 
 Mrs. Jean Thomassen 11/7/2020 
 Mr. Pat Cunningham 6/17/2021 
  
❖ Palmyra No. 257 

 Mrs. Mary Lou Pickerill 8/14/2020 
 Mrs. Virginia French 9/17/2021 
  
❖ Sunshine  No. 261 

 Mrs. Dee Lichtenberger 5/18/2020 
 Mrs. Crystal Esch 7/11/2020 
 Mrs. Gayle Taylor 11/3/2020 
 Mr. Billie Drinkwalter 7/22/2020 
 Mr. Robert Anderson 8/27/2020 
 Mr. Louis Hagan 3/12/2019 
 Mrs. Nancy Hircock 4/30/2021 
 Mrs. Virginia Jones, PGM 7/29/2021 
 Mrs. June Morris 12/4/2021 
 Mr. Thomas Mihane 12/22/2021 
 
❖  Truth  No. 262 

 Mrs. Carol Dunegan 5/6/2021 
 
❖ Brownville  No. 263 
 Mrs. Patricia Mikkelsen 1/12/2020 
 Mrs. Margaret Simpson 1/26/2020 
 Mr. Philip Walker 2/13/2020 
 Mr. Claud Clary 12/12/2020 
 Mrs. Grace Russell 11/21/2021 
 Mr. Doris Bourn 12/10/2021 

  
❖ Oshkosh  No. 264 
 Mrs. Shirley Carter 7/14/2020 
 Mrs. Cynthia Thies 9/14/2020 
 Mrs. Betty Kechley 10/11/2020 
 Mr. Lendyl Duffield 11/1/2020 
 Mr. Robert Paulsen 12/26/2020 
 Mrs. Rexie Bickel 2/3/2021 
 Mr. Merlin Zoucha, Sr. 4/9/2021 
  
❖ Davenport  No. 268 
 Mrs. Helen Garrels 9/22/2021 
  
❖ Narcissus No. 269 
 Mrs. Helen Abdouch 10/21/2020 
 Mrs. Elsie Campbell 6/14/2020 
 Mrs. Mary cordle 2/6/2020 
 Mrs. Barbara Egerer 2/16/2020 
 Mrs. Irene Ehlers 4/2/2020 
 Mr. Phillip Harris 10/2020 
 Mrs. Phyllis Ongert 12/13/2020 
 Mrs. Norma Scoville 11/15/2020 
 Mrs. Ann newman 8/4/2020 
 Mrs. Joyce Stepanek 7/4/2021 
 Mrs. Venus Nottingham 7/6/2021 
 Mrs. Margaret Barrow 3/3/2021 
 Mrs. Mary Beth Taylor 8/23/2021 
 Mrs. Dorothy Bunting 9/23/2021 
 Mrs. Ruth Ernst 3/11/2021 
 Mrs. Sandra Hoffman 2/2021 
 
 
❖ Temple  No. 271 
 Mrs. Mary Jo Launers 1/27/2020 
 Mrs. Blanche M. Jones 2/14/2018 
 Mrs. Judith A. Hansen 4/21/2020 
 Mr. Scott Dietrick 7/19/2020 
 Mrs. Valerie Kuehn 12/22/2020 
 Mrs. Kay Keister 5/5/2021 
 Mrs. Connie Pesek 7/2/2021 
  
❖ Columbia  No. 275 
Mr. Frank Dougherty 7/8/2020 
Mrs. Louise Kiner 10/4/2020 
 
❖ AkSarBen No. 277 
 Mrs. Mary L. Wallander 2/11/2018 
 Ms. SuEllyn Negus 5/6/2020 
 Mr. James R. Taylor, PGP 6/15/2020 
 Mrs. Wava Jean Carl 9/10/2020 
 Mrs. Sharon Gathmann 1/5/2021 
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 Mrs. Frances Turner 1/9/2021 
 Mrs. Karen Vrtiska 1/31/2021 
 Mrs. Geraldine Freese 3/12/2021 
 Mr. David wipfler 4/29/2021 
 Mr. Walter Kessler 5/18/2021 
 Mrs. Maxine McMurphy 6/25/2021 
  
❖ Imperial  No. 279 
Mrs. Dorothy Shinn 2019 
Mrs. Ferne Malcolm 7/17/2020 
Mrs. Dolores Sexson 9/11/2020 
Mr. John Osler 2021 
 
❖ Trinity No. 299 
 Mrs. Charlotte Bailey 2/25/2020 
 Mrs. Elyna Knutson 11/3/2020 
 Mr. Donald Ellis 1/30/2020 
 Mrs. Lorna Robinson 4/15/2020 
 Mr. Robert Schellhase 3/23/2020 
 Mrs. Marilyn Christensen 9/21/2021 
 Mrs. Joyce Gwin 8/31/2020 
 Mr. Thomas Hultquist 11/21/2021 
 Mrs. Frances Lessman 10/20/2021 
 Mr. David Wipfler 4/29/2021 
 
❖ Laura  No. 301 
 Mrs. Janice Boe 2/11/2020 
 Mrs. Edna Bligh 11/16/2020 
 Mr. Ronald Brunton 12/5/2020 
 Mrs. Deanna Stark 12/7/2020 
 Mrs. Dorothy Tucker 11/15/2019 
 Mrs. Sharen Wingert 11/18/2020 
 Mrs. Donna Ozuris 6/9/2021 
  
❖ Starcraft No. 307 
 Mrs. Elizabeth allen 8/9/2009 
 Mr. Michael Birnstihl 
 Mr. Elwin Donahoo 11/18/2020 

 Mrs. Irene Gipson 9/9/2020 
 Mrs. Nancy Martin 1/29/2020 
 Mr. Larry Schafer 33/1/2020 
 Mr. Roy Smith 5/27/2020 
 Mrs. Jean Taylor 11/18/2020 
 Mr. Arthur Atkinsen 11/21/2021 
 Mrs. Doris Banister 11/1/2021 
 Mrs. Alberta Conerly 6/29/2021 
 Mrs. Doris Foust 6/3/2021 
 Mrs. Virginia Mackey 1/24/2020 
 Mr. Don Pritchett 1/20/2021 
 Mrs. Evelyn Rauch 12/25/2021 
 Mrs. Ortrude Snyder 8/28/2021 
 Mrs. Leoda Webb 10/14/2020 
 Mrs. Susanne Wright 11/23/2019 
                                    
  
❖ Capitol  No. 320 
Mrs. Claudette Hager 10/8/2016 
Mrs. Martha Kaufman 5/28/2018 
Mr. Gottlieb Kaufman 4/2/2016 
 
 
❖ Alpha  No. 325 
 Mrs  Jeanette McLaughlin 2/24/2020 
 Mrs. Anita sohm, PGM 3/14/2020 
 Mr. Harold Noble 1/1/2020 
 Mrs. Donna Fox 7/27/2020 
 Mrs. Bonnie Alexander 9/23/2020 
 Mrs. Elaine Mendenhall 8/23/2020 
 Mr. Sedgefield Hill 9/26/2020 
 Mrs. Jeanette Thomas 6/9/2021 
 Mrs. Jean Martin 8/12/2021 
 Mr. Martin Olsen 10/9/2021 
 Mrs. Carole DeMoss, PGM 10/16/2021 
 Mr. Kevin Throckmorton 12/8/2021 
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1 Q. Esther NE City 113       5   2   106 -7   226.00 

6 Vesta Omaha 68      1     67 -1   136.00 

8 Electa Lincoln 134    2 4       132 -2   268.00 

9 Vesper Beatrice 92   1   5   3   85 -7   184.00 

13 Harmony Columbus 69             69 0   138.00 

16 Guild Pawnee City 77      12   3   62 -15  154.00 

20 Alma David City 26       3       23 -3   52.00 

31 Hebron Hebron 65               65 0   130.00 

33 Dawson Lexington 75      1      74 -1  150.00 

35 Tuscan Kearney 91    1 8 1 8   75 -16  182.00 

39 Acacia Hastings 117       8       109 -8   234.00 

40 Beulah Norfolk 39       1       38 -1  78.00 

41 Andrew Grand Island 95      7 2     86 -9  190.00 

52 Adah Omaha 50       3      47 -3   100.00 

55 Signet North Platte 86       3   2   81 -5   172.00 

84 Mt.  Vernon Plainview 100       4 2     94 -6   200.00 

86 Eureka McCook 133   1   7 6 1   120 -13   266.00 

92 Arbor Vitae Fremont 124      4   2   118 -6  248.00 

93 Aurora Aurora 32     3      29 -3   64.00 

94 Myrtle Lincoln 78      3 2 2   71 -7   156.00 

104 Crete Crete 40    1     39 -1  80.00 

113 Bethany Ainsworth 98      5   1 26 118 20   196.00 

114 Papillion Papillion 73     7   3  63 -10  146.00 

119 Ruth North Bend 69            69 0   138.00 

121 Naomi Fort Calhoun 34     1     33 -1  68.00 

122 Friendship Hooper 80     1    79 -1   160.00 

132 Blue River Milford 65      4   1  60 -5   130.00 

134 Golden 
Rule 

Hyannis 27     1    26 -1   54.00 

142 Ogallala Ogallala 80     2 1   77 -3  160.00 

144 Dorcas Bartley 47  1  1 1    46 -1  94.00 

153 M.  Wash. Lincoln 80    6 1    73 -7  160.00 

159 Wausa Wausa 63    4 1 1  57 -6  126.00 

169 Luna Elkhorn 58           58  0   116.00 

175 Miriam Laurel 28    1      27 0  56.00 

184 Royal Gordon 142     7 2 1  133 -10  286.00 

189 Home Plattsmouth 136       4 2    130 -6   272.00 

192 Rob Morris Stromsburg 26      1 1  24 -2  52.00 

194 Wayne Wayne 116     5 4   107 -9   232.00 

198 Ceresco Ceresco 81  1   4     78 -3  162.00 

199 Utica Utica 63       1     62 -1  126.00 

200 Arbor Central City 107     5 1     102 -5   214.00 
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204 Phillips Phillips 37    3     34 -3  74.00 

207 Irene Guide Rock 14    1    13 -1  28.00 

213 Franklin Franklin 33    1      32 -1   66.00 

214 Sunflower Mitchell 61      4   1  56 -5   122.00 

215 Dome Rock Scottsbluff 69     1 1 1 5   63 -6   138.00 

216 Herman Herman 168 2   8 3 3  156 -12 8.00  336.00 

234 Humboldt Humboldt 60    3      57 -3  120.00 

246 Minnehaha Valentine 47    1     46 -1  94.00 

250 Elizabeth Weeping W. 61    2     59 -2  122.00 

257 Palmyra Palmyra 38 1  1 1    39 1 4.00 76.00 

261 Sunshine Thedford 98   1 5 2 1   91 -7  196.00 

262 Truth Kimball 36          2  34 -2   72.00 

263 Brownville Brownville 65    4     61 -4  130.00 

264 Oshkosh Oshkosh 75      5 1    69 -6   150.00 

268 Davenport Davenport 48       1 1  46 -2  96.00 

269 Narcissus Omaha 159   3 2 9 2    153 -6   318.00 

271 Temple Lincoln 107      5      102 -5   214.00 

275 Columbia Lincoln 50     2    48 -2  100.00 

277 Ak Sar Ben Omaha 63       4      59 -4   126.00 

279 Imperial Imperial 52    3 7 1  41 -11  104.00 

299 Trinity Omaha 188       5 3 2  178 -10   376.00 

301 Laura S. Sioux City 105       6  3   96 -9   210.00 

307 Starcraft Lincoln 115    2 8 4 3  102 -13  230.00 

316 Symphony O’Neill 26        -26  0 -26  52.00 

320 Capitol Lincoln 26           26    52.00 

325 Alpha Bellevue 120       6      114 -6   240.00 

   5099 3 7 10 229 50 53 0 4787 -312 12.00 10198.00 
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 Suspended  ............................................ 53 
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CHAPTERS CONSOLIDATED 
   N0.   CHAPTER    LOCATION            NO.    CHAPTER    LOCATION   DATE          
    91   Unity  ........... Blue Springs . with 105  Violet  ................ Wymore  ..... 12-29-42 
  143   Hubbell  ....... Hubbell  ........ with 31  Hebron  ............. Hebron  ..........3-3-49 
  150   Hardy  ......... Hardy  ........... with 63  Olive  ................. Superior  ....... 5-11-50 
  176   Bloomington. . Bloomington  . with 213  Franklin (Wright) Franklin  .........4-5-38 
  219   Ohiowa  ....... Ohiowa  ........ with 179  Tobias  .............. Tobias  ...........4-6-45 
  236   Grafton  ....... Grafton  ........ with 54  Sutton  .............. Sutton  .......... 6-17-42 
  309   Honor  ......... Bladen  ......... with 47  Charity  ............. Red Cloud  .....2-9-48 
  256   Exeter  ......... Exeter  .......... with 38  Mt. Moriah…. .... Fairmont  ........1-9-58 
  308   Radiant ........ Sumner ......... with 278  Overton ............. Overton ........ 3-17-58 
   95   Arcadia  ....... Surprise  ....... with 23  Alcyone  ............ Rising City  .....4-6-61 
  170   Hildreth  ....... Hildreth  ........ with 182  Moab  ................ Minden  ........ 2-19-62 
  235   Fidelity  ........ Valparaiso  ... with 198   Ceresco ............ Ceresco  ....... 2-11-63 
  179   Tobias  ........ Tobias .......... with 141  Laurel  ............... Western  .........9-1-64 
  183   Bethlehem  .. St. Edward  ... with 102  Rose  ................ Albion  ............2-2-65 
  201   Rama  ......... Alexandria  ... with 68  Vashti  ............... Fairbury  ....... 4-13-65 
    44   Naomi  ......... Diller  ............ with 9   Vesper  ............. Beatrice  ....... 4-15-65 
  297   Otoe  ........... Otoe  ............ with 178  Brilliant Star ....... Syracuse  ..... 4-19-65 
  171   Roosevelt  ... Osmond  ....... with 84  Mt.Vernon. ........ Plainview  ... 11-14-67 
  228   Doniphan  .... Doniphan  ..... with 177  Gleaners  .......... Glitner  ............1-2-68 
    76   Nemaha ...... Nemaha  ....... with 263  Brownville. ......... Brownville ..... 12-6-69 
  252   Ashlar  ......... Elm Creek  .... with 278  Overton  ............ Overton  ....... 1-19-70 
  324   Capella  ....... Bertrand  ....... with 66  Elmwood  .......... Elmwood  ..... 2-16-70 
  154   America  ...... Wilcox  .......... with 97  Concordia .......... Holdrege  ...... 3-17-70 
  196   Gresham  .... Gresham  ...... with 199  Utica  ................. Utica  ..............6-4-71 
  267   Wolbach  ..... Wolbach  ...... with 21  Ono  .................. St. Paul  ........ 12-6-71 
  255   Prudence  .. Beaver Crossing.with  199  Utica  ................. Utica  .......... 12-13-71 
  259   Tilden  ......... Tilden ........... with 62  Trowel  .............. Neligh  ........ 11-10-72 
  112   Logan Valley. Pender  ......... with 162  Amethyst  .......... Bancroft  .........2-8-73 
  231   Diamond  ..... Filley  ............ with 226  Tecumseh ......... Tecumseh ...  6-13-73 
  291   Emerald  ...... Stapleton  ..... with 137  Rex  .................. Arnold ......... 12-12-73 
    85    Jephthah  .... Ewing ........... with 300  Sunset  .............. Orchard  ..... 12-20-73 
  128   Sterling  ....... Sterling  ........ with 226 Tecumseh .......... Tecumseh....  2-13-74 
  244   Fairfield  ...... Fairfield  ........ with  217   Evening Star ..... Clay Center .  2-14-74 
  230   Mission  ....... Walthill  ......... with 162 Amethyst  ........... Bancroft  ....... 2-18-74 
  195   Opal  ........... Allen  ............ with 106 Goldenrod .......... Wakefield .......4-2-74 
  245   Cloverleaf  ... Cook  ............ with 226 Tecumseh .......... Tecumseh. . .. 7-10-74 
  312   Pioneer  ....... Lyman .......... with 280 Morrill  ................ Morrill  .......... 2-11-75 
  276   Beemer ....... Beemer  ........ with 149 Wisner Star ........ Wisner  ...........5-5-75 
  314   Golden Circle .. Dalton  .......... with 108 Providence ......... Sidney  ......... 8-13-75 
  293   Progress  ..... Leigh  ........... with 146 Stanton  ............. Stanton  ...... 11-12-75 
  202   Blanche  ...... Long Pine  .... with 113 Bethany  ............. Ainsworth .......4-6-76 
 163   Adams  ........ Adams  ......... with 9 Vesper  .............. Beatrice  .........9-2-76 
 152   Maple Leaf .. Omaha  ......... with 277 AkSarBen. .......... Omaha  ...... 11-14-77 
 248   Douglas  ...... Douglas  ....... with 257 Palmyra  ............. Palmyra  ..... 12-13-77 
 221   Valley  ......... Wilsonville .... with 197 Beaver City. ....... Beaver City. .. 3-14-78 
  111   Star of Bethlehem-Hartington with 124 Areme  ............... Coleridge  ..... 11-2-78 
 162    Amethyst  .... Bancroft  ....... with 208 Esther  ............... Lyons  .............1-7-80 
 100   Creighton  .... Creighton . . . with 84 Mt. Vernon. . ...... Plainview  ..... 3-11-80 
   24   Osceola  ...... Osceola  ....... with 193 Shelby  ............... Shelby  ......... 3-17-80 
 165   Faithful  ....... Winside  ........ with 194 Wayne  ............... Wayne  ......... 4-14-80 
 315    Sargent ....... Sargent  ........ with 64 Doric  ................. Burwell  ........ 4-15-80 
 145    Orpah  ......... Decatur  ........ with 131 Tekamah  ........... Tekamah  .......2-6-81 
 177    Gleaners  ..... Glitner  .......... with 204 Phillips  .............. Phillips  ......... 2-21-81 
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   98    Gold Leaf  .... Crawford  ...... with 60 Ivy Leaf  ............. Chadron .......3-10-81 
   65    Dakota  ........ Dakota City  .. with 301 Laura  ................. S. Sioux City .6-10-81 
 283   Oakleaf  ....... Lynch  ........... with 247 Ornan  ................ Spencer  ........ 4-1-82 
 123   Jewel  .......... Emerson  ...... with 106 Golden Rod ........ Wakefield  .....4-14-82 
 227    Loyal ........... Liberty  .......... with 105 Violet  ................. Wymore  ..... 10-16-82 
 110    Silver Leaf  .. Randolph  ..... with 84 Mt. Vernon ......... Plainview  .....1-13-83 
 240   Rosemary  ... Hickman  ...... with 49 Venus  ................ Cortland  .......2-28-83 
 285   Justina  ........ Gibbon  ......... with 35 Tuscan  .............. Kearney  .......4-16-83 
 141   Laurel  ......... Western  ....... with 173 Monica  .............. DeWitt  .........1-20-84 
 237   Linden  ........ Dunbar  ......... with I Queen Esther ..... Nebr. City  ....2-29-84 
 323   Hardy  .......... Hardy  ........... with 63 Olive  .................. Superior  ........ 3-6-84 
   88   Excelsior  ..... Alma  ............ with 304 Republican. ........... Republican City . 3-7-84 
 253   Merna  ......... Merna  .......... with 164 Arrow  ................ Broken Bow  .. 3-8-84 
 229   Samaritan  ... Crofton  ......... with 159 Wausa  ............... Wausa  .........4-25-84 
 280   Morrill  ......... Morrill  ........... with 214 Sunflower  .......... Mitchell  ...... 11-28-84 
   21   Ono  ............ St. Paul  ........ with 41 Andrew  .............. Grand Island 12-18-84 
 135   Edgar  .......... Edgar  ........... with 27 Nelson  ............... Nelson  ....... 12-19-84 
    99  Pleiad  ......... Madison  ....... with 40 Beulah  ............... Norfolk  .........4-13-85 
 203   Ansley  ........ Ansley  .......... with 287 Mason City ......... Mason City ...4-29-85 
 136   Curtis  .......... Curtis  ........... with 86 Eureka  .............. McCook  .......4-30-85 
 243   Hope  ........... Danbury  ....... with 86 Eureka  .............. McCook  ..... 11-11-85 
 326   Goldenrod  ... Omaha  ......... with 249 Fontenelle .......... Omaha  ........4-17-86 
    56 Mizpah ......... Ord  .............. with 43 Crystal  ............... Scotia  ........ 11-20-86 
 206  Anselmo  ...... Anselmo  ...... with 164 Arrow  ................ Broken Bow. .12-2-86 
 217  Evening Star Clay Center  ... with 70 Harvard  ............. Harvard  .......12-9-86 
 303  Greenwood ... Greenwood  .. with 242 Matthews  ........... Ashland  ........ 2-3-87 
 187  Mistletoe  ...... Cambridge  ... with 144 Dorcas  .............. Bartley  .........4-21-87 
 125  Garnet  ......... Rushville  ...... with 272 Hay Springs. ...... Hay Springs. .. 5-4-87 
 266  Tyre  ............. Oak  .............. with 27 Nelson  ............... Nelson  .........9-22-87 
 302  Roberta  ....... Indianola  ...... with 144 Dorcas  .............. Bartley  .........3-14-88 
 310  Potter  ........... Potter  ........... with 108 Providence ......... Sidney  .........3-15-88 
 223  Lilly  .............. Stuart  ........... with 186 Atkinson  ............ Atkinson .......3-16-88 
   62  Trowel  ......... Neligh  .......... with 40 Beulah  ............... Norfolk  .......... 3-9-89 
 286  Shelton  ........ Shelton  ........ with 115 Cement  ............. Wood River ...3-14-89 
 289  Chester  ........ Chester  ........ with 31 Hebron  .............. Hebron  ........3-15-89 
 273  Liberty  ......... Omaha  ......... with 269 Narcissus  .......... Omaha  ........4-20-89 
 239  Pierce  .......... Pierce  .......... with 40 Beulah  ............... Norfolk  .........9-14-89 
 126  Mystic Circle Scribner  ........ with 122 Friendship .......... Hooper  ........4-26-90 
 254  Faith  ............ Rulo  ............. with 225 Falls City  ........... Falls City ......3-21-91 
 137  Rex  .............. Arnold  .......... with 164 Arrow  ................ Broken Bow. .4-16-91 
  290  Silver  ........... Silver Creek  . with 210 Ivy   .................... Clarks  ..........6-17-91 
 209  Hypatia  ........ Bassett  ........ with 113 Bethany  ............. Ainsworth  ...... 7-2-91 
    50 Oxford  ......... Oxford  .......... with 97 Concordia  .......... Holdrege  ....... 9-3-91 
   305  Platte Valley . Sutherland  ... with 55 Signet  ................ North Platte  .2-13-92 
  313 Alice  ............ Hampton  ...... with 93 Aurora  ............... Aurora  .........2-18-92 
  197 Beaver City ... Beaver City  .. with 212 Rena  ................. Arapahoe  .....3-12-92 
  238  Rose Star  .... West Point  ... with 149 Wisner Star ........ Wisner  .........4-13-92 
 178  Brilliant Star .. Syracuse ...... with 257 Palmyra  ............. Palmyra  .......4-14-92 
 158  Oakland  ....... Oakland  ....... with 157 Craig  ................. Craig  ............. 6-9-92 
 208  Esther  .......... Lyons  ........... with 157 Craig  ................. Craig  ............. 6-9-92 
 322  Dorothy  ........ Cairo  ............ with 41 Andrew  .............. Grand Island .. 2-7-94 
   38  Mt. Moriah  ... Fairmont  ...... with 180 Geneva  ............. Geneva  ......... 2-8-94 
   42  Martha  ......... Barneston  .... with 105 Violet  ................. Wymore  .......3-19-94 
   64  Doric  ............ Burwell  ......... with 43 Crystal  ............... Ord  ..............5-19-94 
 282  Signal Hill  .... Bayard  ......... with 260 Bridgeport. ......... Bridgeport .....11-8-94 
 138  Evergreen  .... Cedar Bluffs  . with 119 Ruth  .................. North Bend .... 1-3-95 
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 295  Wauneta  ...... Wauneta  ...... with 279 Imperial  ............. Imperial  .........3-8-95 
   78  Oriental  ........ Loup City  ..... with 43 Crystal  ............... Ord  .............. 3-16-95 
   69  Blue Valley ... Wilber  .......... with 104 Crete  ................. Crete  .............6-7-95 
    96  Fern  ............. Burchard  ...... with 16 Guild  ................. Pawnee City . 8-22-95 
  120 Bernice  ........ Butte  ............ with 186 Atkinson  ............ Atkinson  ...... 11-8-95 
  210 Ivy  ............... Clarks  .......... with 200 Arbor  ................. Central City .....4-9-96 
  317 Ola  .............. Stratton  ........ with 233 Holly  .................. Benkelman ... 6-13-96 
 173  Monica  ......... DeWitt .......... with 9 Vesper  .............. Beatrice  ....... 7-11-96 
 281  Wenona  ....... Lodgepole  .... with 108 Providence. ........ Sidney  ...........8-1-96 
 172  Ionic  ............ Niobrara  ....... with 117 Nazarene  .......... Bloomfield..... 10-7-96 
 247  Oman  .......... Spencer  ....... with 316 Symphony. ......... O'Neill  .......... 6-12-97 
 226  Tecumseh  ... Tecumseh  .... with 16 Guild  ................. Pawnee City11-24-98 
 294  Perkins  ........ Grant  ........... with 142 Ogallala  ............. Ogallala  .........2-9-99 
 274  Gothenburg .. Gothenburg .. with 74 Meridian  ............ Cozad  .......... 2-18-99 
   66  Elwood  ........ Elwood  ......... with 33 Dawson  ............. Lexington  .......5-3-99 
  115  Cement ......... Wood River ... with 41 Andrew ............... Grand Island ...1-3-00 
      2  Adah ............. Auburn .......... with 263 Brownville........... Brownville .......6-1-00 
 319   Sioux ............ Harrison ........ with 60 Ivy Leaf .............. Chadron ..... 10-10-00 
 103   Primrose ....... Springfield .... with 250 Elizabeth .... Weeping Water ..... 2-12-00 
   47   Charity .......... Red Cloud .... with 39 Acacia ................ Hastings ....... 2-12-01 
 278   Overton ........ Overton ......... with 33 Dawson .............. Lexington ........4-2-01 
 318   Palisade  ...... Palisade ........ with 86 Eureka ............... McCook ........ 4-23-01 
   68   Vashti ........... Fairbury ........ with 9 Vesper ............... Beatrice ..........5-3-01 
 287   Mason City ... Mason City.... with 164 Arrow ................. Broken Bow ....2-5-02 
 296   Owaissa ....... Omaha.......... with 269 Narcissus ........... Omaha ...........3-7-02 
   57   Stella ............ Wahoo .......... with 198 Ceresco ............. Ceresco ..........5-6-02 
    43   Crystal .......... Ord ............... with 41 Andrew ............... Grand Island . 10-7-02 
 225   Falls City ...... Falls City ....... with 234 Humboldt............ Humboldt ........3-6-03 
   80   Sylvia ........... Genoa........... with 191 Fullerton ............. Fullerton ....... 4-14-03 
  70    Harvard ........ Harvard ......... with 39 Acacia ................ Hastings .........5-5-03 
 157   Craig ............ Craig ............. with 216 Herman .............. Herman ..........9-4-03 
 23    Alcyone ........ Rising City .... with 193 Shelby ................ Osceola ...... 10-14-03 
  58    Peru ............. Peru .............. with 263 Brownville........... Brownville .......5-6-04 
 156   Seward ......... Seward ......... with 132 Blue River .......... Milford .......... 7-12-04 
 124   Areme........... Coleridge ...... with 175 Miriam ................ Laurel ........... 9-13-04 
 106   Golden Rod .. Wakefield ...... with  194 Wayne ................ Wayne ........ 10-11-04 
   87   Grace ........... York .............. with  180 Geneva .............. Geneva ... 12-14-2004 
 218   Orleans ......... Orleans ......... with  304 Republican….Republican City .. 1-10-05 
 148   Lincoln .......... Lincoln .......... with  307 Starcraft ............. Lincoln ............7-6-05 
   63   Olive ............. Superior ........ with    27  Nelson ............... Nelson .......... 10-4-05 
  54    Sutton ........... Sutton ........... with 39 Acacia ................ Hastings ..... 10-10-05 
212    Rena............. Arapahoe ...... with 86 Eureka ............... McCook ........ 2-27-06 
241    Wallace ........ Wallace ......... with 55 Signet ................. North Platte .... 7-13-06 
292    Winifred ........ Mullen ........... with 261 Sunshine ............ Thedford ... 6-13-2007 
109    Bethel ........... Culbertson .... with 86 Eureka ............... McCook .... 6-25-2007 
270    Minatare ....... Minatare ....... with 133 Scotts Bluff ......... Gerning .... 10-3-2007 
183    Moab ............ Minden.......... with 35 Tuscan ............... Kearney ...... 3-4-2008 
102    Rose ............. Albion ........... with 13 Harmony ............ Columbus ... 6-3-2008 
161    McKinley ....... Blair .............. with 216 Herman .............. Herman .... 7-10-2008 
251    Laura May .... Chapman ...... with 200 Arbor .................. Central City .. 10-14-2008 
306      Mercy ................ Stella ................. with 234 Humboldt ................. Humboldt ....... 11-6-2008 
117      Nazarene .......... Bloomfield ........ with 159 Wausa ..................... Wausa ............. 1-7-2009 
149      Wisner Star ....... Wisner .............. with 194 Wayne ..................... Wayne ............. 3-9-2009 
224      Wood Lake ....... Wood Lake ...... with 113 Bethany ................... Ainsworth ......... 4-7-2009 
321      Willanna ............ Polk ................... with 192 Rob Morris ............... Stromsburg .... 10-6-2009 
242      Matthews .......... Ashland ............ with 198 Ceresco ................... Ceresco ......... 11-9-2009 
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  48      Sarepta ............. Arlington ........... with 216 Herman ................... Herman ........... 3-4-2010 
  67      Trestle Board .... Brock ................ with       16  Guild ......................... Pawnee City .. 5-25-2010 
205      Springview ........ Springview ....... with 113 Bethany ................... Ainsworth ......... 2-1-2011 
181      Ideal................... Elmwood .......... with 250 Elizabeth .................. Weeping Water .... 7-7-11 
222      Clara.................. Callaway .......... with 164 Arrow ....................... Broken Bow .......12-6-11 
  75      Schuyler ............ Schuyler ........... with 119 Ruth ......................... North Bend ........... 3-6-12 
185 Aloyah ............... Alliance ............. with 60 Ivy Leaf .................... Chadron .............8-14-12 
133 Scotts Bluff ....... Gering .............. with 214 Sunflower ................ Mitchell .................. 9-4-12 
  27 Nelson .............. Nelson .............. with 268 Davenport ................ Davenport ...........10-2-12 
105 Violet ................. Wymore ........... with 9 Vesper ..................... Beatrice...............12-6-12 
288 Victory ............... Valley ................ with 92 Arbor Vitae .............. Fremont ..............1-10-13 
186 Atkinson ............ Atkinson ........... with 316 Symphony ............... O’Neill .................4-29-13 
265 Rose Standish . Friend ............... with 199 Utica ......................... Utica ...................... 7-8-13 
304 Republican ....... Republican City with 213 Franklin .................... Franklin ................. 7-9-13 
83 Olivette .............. Table Rock ...... with 16 Guild ......................... Pawnee City .......8-27-13 
180 Geneva ............. Geneva ............ with 31 Hebron ..................... Hebron ............. 10-16-13 
97 Concordia ......... Holdrege .......... with 35 Tuscan ..................... Kearney ..............11-5-13 
249 Fontenelle ......... Omaha ............. with 299 Trinity ....................... Omaha ...............4-10-14 
272 Hay Springs ..... Hay Springs ..... with 184 Royal ........................ Gordon ............ 11-17-14 
191 Fullerton ............ Fullerton  .......... with  200 Arbor ........................ Central City .........2-23-16 
60 Ivy Leaf ............. Chadron ........... with 184 Royal ........................ Gordon ............ 11-14-16 
193 Shelby ............... Osceola ............ with 13 Harmony.................. Columbus ........ 10-10-17 
49 Venus ............... Cortland............ with 9 Vesper ..................... Beatrice................. 3-1-18 
298 Rose Croix ....... Ravenna .......... with 41 Andrew .................... Grand Island ........ 3-5-18 
260  Bridgeport ......... Bridgeport ........ with 215 Dome Rock ............. Scottsbluff ...........6-14-18 
300 Sunset .............. Orchard ............ with  84 Mount Vernon ......... Plainview ............7-26-18 
164 Arrow ................ Broken Bow ..... with 261 Sunshine ................. Thedford .......... 12-12-18 
74 Meridian ............ Cozad ............... with 33 Dawson ................... Lexington .............. 4-1-19 
131 Tekamah .......... Tekamah.......... with 216 Herman ................... Herman ................ 6-6-19 
233 Holly .................. Benkelman ...... with  86 Eureka ..................... McCook ........... 10-28-19 
146 Stanton ............. Stanton ............. with 194 Wayne ..................... Wayne ............. 12-16-19 
316 Symphony ........ O’Neill ............... with 113 Bethany ................... Ainsworth .............. 1-7-20 
 
   
NOTE: Approval of Worthy Grand Matron is final step in consolidation, Section 170 G.C. Law 
 
 

DEFUNCT CHAPTERS 
WITH DATE OF SURRENDER OF CHARTER 

   NO.   CHAPTER               LOCATION                                                        DATE       
 3  Washington  .......... Blair  ................................................... June 19, 1877 
 4  Olivet  .................... Plattsmouth  ......................................January 8, 1906 
 5   Nebraska  .............. Bellevue  ............................................. June 19, 1877 
 7   Ruth  ..................... Ashland  ............................................................. 1891 
 10  Humboldt  .............. Humboldt  ........................................... June 19, 1877 
 11  Salem  ................... Salem  ......................................... Record incomplete 
 12  Falls City  .............. Falls City  ................. June 19, 1877 and May 6, 1902 
 14   Olive Branch ............ Juniata ......  Chartered June 19, 1877, record incomplete 
 15  Pearl  ....................... Harvard  .... Chartered June 19, 1876, record incomplete 
 17  Centennial  ............ Riverton  ...................................... Record incomplete 
 18  Hebron  ................. Hebron  .............................................................. 1888 
 19  Evergreen  ............. Central City  ...................................... March 28, 1900 
 22   Unity  ..................... Blue Springs  ............................... Record incomplete 
 25  Fairfield  ................... Fairfield  .. Charter granted June 23, 1885, but not issued 
 26  Arcacia  ................. Phillips  .............................................................. 1891 
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 28  Geneva ................. Geneva  ............................................. March 28,1900 
 29  Ivy  ........................ Clarks  ............................................................... 1894 
 30  Esther  ................... Tecumseh  ................................................  May 1902 
   Astral  .................... Kearney  ........................ instituted November 1, 1887 
 32  Grafton  ................. Grafton ............................. (Chartered June 20, 1888) 
 34  Stromsburg  ........... Stromsburg  ....................................................... 1894 
 36   Jessamine  ............ Friend  .............................. (Chartered June 18, 1890) 
 37   Arrow  .................... Broken Bow  ...................................................... 1894 
 45  Ben Hur  ................ Superior  ..................................................... July 1893 
 46  Fidelity  .................. Shelton  ..................................................... April 1902 
 51   Mount Olive  .......... Juniata  ......................................... February 26, 1925 
 53   Evening Star  ......... Clay Center  ....................................................... 1898 
 59   Northern Star  ........ Valentine  .......................................... March 17, 1903 
 61  Harmosa  ............... Wayne  ............................. (Chartered June 17, 1892) 
 71   Athena  .................. Gibbon  ............................................... June 11, 1904 
 72   Columbia  .............. Sumner  ....................................... Record incomplete 
 73   Crescent  ............... North Loop  .......................................... May 26, 1904 
 77  Miriam  .................. Arcadia  ....................................... Record incomplete 
 79   Melrose  ................ Orleans  ....................................... Record incomplete 
 81  Emerald  ................ Gandy  ................................................ June 15, 1905 
 82  Flowers  ................. Cedar Rapids  ............................. December 21, 1913 
 89  Filley  ..................... Filley  ................................................... April 23, 1904 
 90  Floral  .................... Blue Hill  ....................................... December 9, 1913 
 101  Utica  ..................... Utica  .................................................. March 7, 1903 
 107  Merna  ................... Merna  ................................................... April 1, 1904 
  108  Providence ............. Sidney ................................................... April 7, 2011 
 116  Broken Column ...... Elmwood  ........................................ January 24, 1909 
 118  Ulysses  ................. Ulysses  .............................................. March 5, 1928 
 127  Diana  .................... Stratton  ...................................... December 12, 1911 
 129  Ravenna  ............... Ravenna  ............................................ March 7, 1903 
 130  Wauneta  ............... Wauneta  .......................................... March 16, 1908 
   Valparaiso  ............ Valparaiso  ................................................. May 1901 
 139  Kent  ...................... O'Neill  .............................................. March 15, 1904 
 140  Alpha  .................... Shickley  ............................................. March 5, 1903 
 147  Stella  .................... Stella  .................................................... April 9, 1907 
 151  Marguerite  ............ Carleton  .............................................. April 25, 1905 
 155  Lilly of the Valley ... Indianola  ............................................... August 1905 
 160  Carnation  .............. Bennett  .......................................... January 13, 1981 
 166  Beemer  ................. Beemer  ............................................ January 1, 1907 
 167  Fidelity  .................. Leigh  ..................................................... May 8, 1908 
 168  Hawthorne  ............ Ponca  ............................................ January 27, 1981 
 174  Naponee  ............... Naponee  .................................... December 28, 1907 
 188  Bradshaw  ............. Bradshaw  ............................................ May 10, 1933 
 190  Hay Springs  .......... Hay Springs  .......................................... April 1, 1913 
 211  Furnas  .................. Holbrook  ........................................ February 7, 1962 
 232  Security  ................ Battle Creek  ..................................... March 25, 1924 
 258  Aster  ..................... Litchfield  ............................................ March 3, 1961 
 284  Belgrade  ............... Belgrade  .................................... December 28, 1944 
 311  Avesta  .................. Elgin  ............................................ November 8, 1979 
 108 Providence ............. Sidney ................................................... April 7, 2011 
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MEMORIALS, HONORARIUMS, DONATIONS 
4-1-2019 to 4-1-2021 

 

Alzheimers  
Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all members 1,000.00 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all membrs 1,000.00 

 
Cancer Fund 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all Chapters 1,000.00 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all Chapters 1,000.00 

 

Chapter Scholarship Fund 
113, Bethany, Anisworth 50.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville 550.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City 50.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney 1050.00 

114, Papillion, Papillion 550.00 

40, Beulah, Norfolk 50.00 

213, Franklin, Franklin 50.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview 50.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport 50.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln 50.00 

275, Columbia, Lincoln 50.00 

39, Acacia, Hastings 3150.00 

92, Arbor Vitae, Fremont 550.00 

31, Hebron, Hebron 1550.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala 250.00 

250, Elizabeth, Weeping 
Water 50.00 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln 50.00 

104, Crete, Crete 50.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips 50.00 

257, Palmyra, Palmyra 550.00 

175, Miriam, Laurel 50.00 

132, Blue River, Milford 250.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha 300.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha 50.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha 200.00 

146, Stanton, Stanton 50.00 

134, Golden Rule, Hyannis 50.00 

316, Symphony, O’Neill 50.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha 50.00 

271, Temple,  Lincoln 550.00 

93, Aurora, Aurora 50.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice 550.00 

86, Eureka, McCook 550.00 

199, Utica, Utica 50.00 

55, Signet, North Platte 50.00 

1, Queen Esther, Nebraska 
City 50.00 

13, Harmony, Columbus 550.00 

16, Guild, Pawnee City 50.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne 550.00 

207, Irene, Guide Rock 50.00 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh 150.00 

122, Friendship, Hooper 550.00 

214, Sunflower, Mitchell 50.00 

279, Imperial, Imperial 650.00 

246, Minnehaha, Valentine 50.00 

233, Holly, Benkelman 50.00 

216, Herman, Herman 50.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco 550.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa 150.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley 300.00 

131, Tekamah, Tekamah 50.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford 50.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt 300.00 

200, Arbor, Central City 50.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth 50.00 

184, Royal, Gordon 1050.00 

94, Myrtle, Lincoln 50.00 

52, Adah, Omaha 50.00 

6, Vesta, Omaha 50.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island 50.00 

33, Dawson, Lexington 50.00 

215, Dome Rock, Scottsbluff 500.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney 550.00 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln 1050.00 

6, Vesta, Omaha 50.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips 50.00 

153, Martha Washington, 
Lincoln 50.00 

275, Columbia, Lincoln 50.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City 50.00 

104, Crete, Crete 50.00 

20, Alma, David City 50.00 

325, Alpha, Bellevue 50.00 

119, Ruth, North Bend 550.00 

199, Utica, Utica 50.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview 50.00 
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250, Elizabeth, Weeping 
Water 50.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice 550.00 

213, Franklin, Franklin 50.00 

246, Minnehaha, Valentine 50.00 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh 100.00 

257, Palmyra, Palmyra 550.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth 450.00 

184, Royal, Gordon 1050.00 

175, Miriam, Laurel 50.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco 50.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville 550.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley 300.00 

122, Friendship, Hooper 550.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford 50.00 

132, Blue River, Milford 250.00 

214, Sunflower, Mitchell 50.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln 550.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha 50.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha 350.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha 50.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne 550.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln 50.00 

40, Beulah, Norfolk 50.00 

39, Acacia, Hastings 3750.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport 50.00 

16, Guild, Pawnee City 50.00 

216, Herman, Blair 50.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa 450.00 

86, Eureka, McCook 50.00 

52, Adah, Omaha 50.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt 50.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala 300.00 

13, Harmony, Coulmbus 1550.00 

1, Queen Esther, Nebraska 
City 50.00 

320, Capitol, Lincoln 50.00 

279, Imperial, Imperial 1050.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth 50.00 

31, Hebron, Hebron 550.00 

94, Myrtle, Lincoln 50.00 

93, Aurora, Aurora 50.00 

200, Arbor, Central City 550.00 

55, Signet, North Platte 450.00 

55, Signet, North Platte 50.00 

215, Dome Rock, Scottsbluff 550.00 

 92, Arbor vitae, Fremont 1000.00 

 

Disaster Fund 
325, A[pha, Bellevue Donation 100.00 

 

Educational Loan Fund 

40, Beulah, Norfolk In honor of Kathy Meink, DGS 25.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island Donation 50.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth Donation 10.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island Donation 25.00 

 

ESTARL, Harold T. Landeryou Fund 
Gramd Chapter Donation on behalf of all members 1000.00 

Diann & Jack Frahm In honor of Joan Alexander 25.00 

Grand Chapter Donation on behalf of all members 1,000.00 

 
ESTARL, Yount Endowment Fund 

Marilyn & Robert Carhart In honor of 2019 Grand Officers 180.00 

Barb & Fran Crowe In memory of John R. Kilgore 20.00 

Barb & Fran Crowe In memory of Melinda Phillips 20.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island Donation 50.00 

Barb & Fran Crowe In memory of Bill Parrish, PGP 15.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Donation 50.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island Donation 25.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Donation 50.00 

Jane Blum Donation 100.00 
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Betty Garwood, PGM In memory of Joan D. Stark 25.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth Donation 10.00 

Pam Folsom Old sales table 10.00 

 
 

Heart Fund 
Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all Chapters 1,000.00 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all Chapters 1,000.00 

 

International Headquarters Fund 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all Chapters 1,000.00 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all Chapters  1,000.00 

   

 

Knights Templar Eye Fund 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth Donation 10.00 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all members 1,000.00 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of members 1,000.00 

 

 
Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children 

 

Christmas and Thanksgiving Ingathering MESH: 
113, Bethany, Ainsworth 50.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt 50.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice 25.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa 50.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa 50.00 

104, Crete, Crete 25.00. 

153,Martha Washington, 
Lincoln 50.00 

134, Golden Rule, Hyannis 100.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford 25.00 

213, Franklin, Franklin 50.00 

280, Elizabeth, Weeping 
Water               100.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley 25.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco 75.00 

199, Utica, Utica 100.00 

200, Arbor, Central City 100.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln 62.50 

55, Signet, North Platte 100.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville 50.00 

104, Crete, Crete 25.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln 125.00 

301, Laura, So. Sioux City 75.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney 100.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips 25.00 

20, Alma, David City 50.00 

279, Imperial, Imperial 200.00 

175, Miriam, Laurel 25.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley 150.00 

215, Dome Rock, Scottsbluff 200.00 

86, Eureka, McCook 300.00 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln 250.00 

169, Luna, Elkhorn 100.00 

Electa Kensington 200.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth 150.00 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh 100.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln 140.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln 50.00 

216, Herman, Herman 60.00 

279, Imperial, Imperial 72.00 

132, Blue River, Milford 300.00 

122, Friendship, Hooper 100.00 

153, Martha Washington, 
Lincoln 100.00 

Shirley Boardman 10.00 

55, Signet, North Platte 50.00 

250, Elizabeth, Weeping 
Water 100.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth 25.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth 25.00 
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122, Friendship, Hooper 50.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford 25.00 

20, Alma, David City 50.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview 50.00 

Susan Hedges 50.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa 50.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa 50.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley 25.00 

279, Imperial, Imperial 200.00 

31, Hebron, Hebron 50.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport 100.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport 50.00 

246, Minnehaha, Valentine 25.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips 60.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco 75.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln 242.50 

271, Temple, Lincoln 50.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville 50.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley 150.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth 150.00 

39, Acacia, Hastings 100.00 

84, Mount Vernon 120.00 

175, Miriam, Laurel 25.00 

86, Eureka, McCook 140.00 

31, Hebron, Hebron 100.00 

246, Minnehaha, Vallentine 25.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips 25.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt 25.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice 25.00 

213, Franklin, Franklin 100.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport 150.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview 50.00 

122, Friendship, Hooper 35.00 

153, Martha Washington, 
Lincoln 125.00 

Susan Hedges 25.00 

 

Donations MESH: (Placed in Funds Designated by the Donor) 
122, Friendship, Hooper Basic auto repair project 100.00 

250, Elizabeth, Weeping Water Tools for auto department 50.00 

262, Truth, Kimball Automotive project 50.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview Auto repair shop 106.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Crafts 50.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City School supplies 100.00 

Courtney Retzlaff School supplies 60.00 

275, Columbia, Lincoln Winter clothing 50.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa Back to school 25.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala Donation 150.00 

1-4, Crete, Crete Fall & winter clothing 25.00 

134, Golden Rule, Hyannis Donation 15.00 

325, Past Matron & Past Patrons Donation 25.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa 4-H auto repair project 50.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln Tools for auto repair 50.00 

20, Alma, David City Basic auto repair 50.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford 4-H equipment 50.00 

257, Palmyra, Palmyra Tool for auto repair 25.00 

104, Crete, Crete Tools for auto repairs 25.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt Auto repair project 50.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Donation 250.00 

325, Alpha, Bellevue 4-H auto shop 100.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips Donation 25.00 

215, Dome Rock, Scottsbluff Fall & winter clothing 50.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island Donation 50.00 

184, Royal, Gordon Donation 200.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview Winter clothing 164.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha Donation 50.00 

275, Columbia, Lincoln Donation 60.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Donation 100.00 

213, Franklin, Franklin Winter clothing  project 134.00 

20, Alma, David City Winter clothes 50.00 

Constellation 4 Donation from bottle auction proceeds 1,835.00 
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262, Truth, Kimball Donation 25.00 

93, Aurora, Aurora Donation 10.00 

AkSarBen Kensington Donation 50.00 

214, Sunshine, Mitchell Donation 50.00 

94, Myrtle, Lincoln Donation 50.00 

31, Hebron, Hebron Donation 50.00 

Past Matrons #84 Donation 50.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln Chili dog feed 50.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala Rawhide Wrangler chili feed 23.35 

Alpha #325, PM & PM Club Donation 25.00 

Susan Hedges Chili dog feed 10.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City School supplies 75.00 

325, Alpha, Bellevue 4-H 50.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Crafts 50.00 

213, Franklin, Franklin School supplies 60.00 

299, Trinity, Omah Donation 75.00 

Isobel Taylor Donation 100.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island Donation 25.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt New van 50.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Donation 250.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala Donation 150.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Donation 100.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Van fund 100.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa Van fund 50.00 

Jane Blum Donation 50.00 

1, Queen Esther Donation 100.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City Donation 100.00 

169, Luna, Elkhorn Donation 100.00 

35, Tusan, Kearney Donation 100.00 

215, Dome Rock, Scottsbluff Donation 150.00 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln Donation 1,000.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln Donation 125.00 

214, Sunflower, Mitchell Bus fund 100.00 

134, Golden Rule, Hyannis Donation 50.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview Duffel bag project 130.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln Synonymous donation 40.00 

Alpha #325, PM & PM club Donation 25.00 

 

Honorariums MESH: 
Tam & Bill Enger In honor of Mike & Bev Donham 20.00 

262, Truth, Kimball In honor of Julie Hornicek, DGS 25.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips In honor of Andy Stewart, DGS 15.00 

316, Symphony, O’Neill In honor of Kathy Meink, DGS 10.00 

20, Alma, David City In honor of Wanda Retzlaff, DGS 25.00 

Karan & Tim Birdsall In honor of Betty Garwoods birthday 50.00 

Toby Varvais In honor of Kathy Armour and Officers 25.00 

Michael Buchardt 
In honor of Kirk & Mollie Brown, Nancy Jones, 
Jeanne Krenk 50.00 

Jean Smith 
In honor of Kirk & Mollie Brown, Nancy Jones, 
Jeanne Krenk 50.00 

Karen & Larry Foster In honor of Joan Alexander, WM & officers 10.00 

Carole Lashley In honor of Rose Marie Brandt 25.00 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh In honor of Merlin Zoucha Jr. PP 40.00 
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214, Sunflower, Mitchell In honor of Julie Hornicek, DGS 25.00 

20, Alma, David City In honor of Margaret Nelson, DGS 25.00 

262, Truth, Kimball In honor of Julie Hornicek, DGS 25.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa 
In honor of Kathy Meink, WM & Lowell Erickson, 
WP 50.00 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh In honor of Renee Albee, PM 40.00 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh In honor of Merlin Zoucha, PP 40.00 

 
 

Memorials MESH: 
84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In memory of Nyla Alexander 10.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport In memory of Julia Albers Rhoades 20.00 

Ramarra & Bill Engler In memory of Donald Gockley 20.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne In memory of Willis Wiseman 10.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne In memory of Tonya Breikreitz 10.00 

Leslie Weber In memory of Lois Dempster 10.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville In memory of Geraldine Sandau 25.00 

Carol Luther, PGM In memory of Lois Dempster 20.00 

Karen Sole, Irene Anderson In memory of Julia Albers Rhoades 30.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt In memory of Evelyn Mullins 25.00 

Karen & Larry Foster In memory of Lois Dempster 10.00 

Betty Garwood, PGM In memory of Lois Dempster 20.00 

Jeanine Bryceson, PGM In memory of Lois Dempster 20.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney 
In memory of Sharon Rhynalds, Marcella 
Weis, Helen Jean Godberson 30.00 

Duard Dempster, PGP In memory of Lois Dempster 200.00 

Jan Thoman, PGM In memory of Reginald Kuhn father 20.00 

Jan Thoman, PGM In memory of Charles House, PGP 20.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In memory of Robert Hobbs 10.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In memory of Leslie Smith, PGP 25.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne In memory of Beverly Sturm 10.00 

Linda & Dennis Dubry In memory of Ruth McCabe 25.00 

Diann & Jack Frahm In memory of LeRoy Moats 20.00 

Carol Luther, PGM In memory of Ched House, PGP 20.00 

Past Grands Association In memory of Ched House, PGP 10.00 

Past Grands Association  In memory of Les Smith, PGP 10.00 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln In memory of Jerry Ann Shartp 25.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Lillian Schultz 10.00 

86, Eureka, McCook In memory of Devonabele Reynolds 10.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In memory of Charles “Ched” House, PG{P 20.00 

Marilyn & Robert Carhart In memory of Beverly Sturm 15.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney In memory of Dorthea Muns & Murial Bright 10.00 

Journey of Light Family In memory of Bill Parrish, PGP 50.00 

Charlene Schroeder In memory of Frank Teach 10.00 

Roma & Robert Rhodes In memory of Bill Parrish, PGP 25.00 

Elizabeth Barker In memory of Bill Parrish, PGP 25.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In memory of Ina Beth Engel 10.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne In memory of Frank Teach 10.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne In memory of Joanne McNatt 10.00 

Jeanine Bryceson In memory of Bill Parrish PGP for Koda care 10.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Harold Pike 10.00 

Past Grands Association In memory of Bill Parrish PGP 10.00 

Past Grands Association In memory of Mary Ann Watchorn, PGM 10.00 
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307, Starcraft, Lincoln In memory of Bernice Buettgenbach 25.00 

Marilyn & Robert Carhart In memory of Frank Teach Jr. 30.00 

Robert Irwin Trust In memory of Frank Teach Jr. 25.00 

Connie Webber  In memory of Frank Teach Jr. 100.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In memory of Mary Ann Watchorn 20.00 

86, Eureka, McCook In memory of Mary Lou Ross 10.00 

Cynthia & John Timmermier In memory of Elaine Winterburn 50.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville In memory of John Solie 25.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville In memory of John Sierks 25.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa In memory of Harriet Nixon 10.00 

Linda Teach In memory of TonyaBreitkreutz 15.00 

Linda Teach In memory of Joanne McNatt 15.00 

Linda Teach In memory of Beverly Sturm 10.00 

Linda Teach In memory of Willis Wiseman 10.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney In memory of Elsie Cafferty & Maxine Beedle 20.00 

132, Blue River, Milford 
In memory of Doris Rolofson, Ruth Fosler, 
Linda Miers, Francis Rine 70.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In memory of Evelyn Kroeger for 4-H 10.00 

Karen & Larry Foster In memory of Evelyn Kroeger 10.00 

271, Temple Past Matrons In memory of Mary Jo Lahners 50.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Margaret Mosley 10.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln In memory  of Blanche Jones 15.00 

Donna Carmichael In memory of Dale Poore 100.00 

Martin & Kloster families In memory of Eric Guse 100.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In memory of Mike Nielsen 20.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne In memory of Mary Lou George 10.00 

Ron Giesselmann In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 20.00 

Past Grands Association  In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 10.00 

Cathy & Wendell Wagner 
In memory of Ron Hahn for Rawhide 
Wrangers 4-H 15.00 

Cathy & Wendell Wagner In memory of Lorna Robinson 15.00 

Betty Garwood, PGM In memory of Lorna Robinson 20.00 

Bev & Mike Donham In memory of William Parrish, PGP 20.00 

Bev & Mike Donham In memory of Lorna Robinson 20.00 

Bev & Mike Donham In memory of Jerry Bespalec 20.00 

Carol Luther, PGM In memory of Jerry Bespalec 20.00 

Karen & Ivan Vrtiska In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 25.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln In memory of Judith Hansen 15.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln In memory of Scott Dietrick 15.00 

86, Eureka, McCook In memory of Marjorie Carter 10.00 

86, Eureka, McCook In memory of Bev Swanson 10.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In memory of Charlotte Kristengen 20.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In memory of Sandra Kiichler 10.00 

250, Elizabeth, Weeping Watr In memory of Ron Hahn 25.00 

86, Eureka, McCook In memory of Leona Baxter 10.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne 
In memory of Judith Temme, Wanda 
Lancaster, Donald Sothurich 30.00 

Suzanne Byler In memory of William Arnold 25.00 

257, Palmyra, Palmyra In memory of Mary Lou Pickrell 25.00 

20, Alma, David City 
In memory of Jerome Vavra, Myriel Harper, 
Eleanor Dulka 75.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In memory of Don Hall 10.00 

Karen & Larry Foster In memory of Don Hall 10.00 
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35, Tuscan, Kearney 
In memory of Evelyn Vohland, Sally Massey, 
Lela Caussen, 40.00 

Past Grands Association In memory of James Taylor, PGP 10.00 

86, Eureka, McCook In memory of G. Morrison Sutton 10.00 

86, Eureka, McCook In memory of Vera Whipps 10.00 

86, Eureka, McCook In memory of Gerald Beideck 10.00 

Roma & Robert Rhodes In memory of Sheila Speck 25.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne In memory of Lois Johnson 10.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Mary Jane Bonebright 10.00 

132, BlueRiver, Milford 
In memory of Julia Melichar, Marjorie 
Taurella, Richard Dugdale 40.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne 
In memory of Mary Lou George & Lois 
Johnson 40.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Edith Norris 10.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In memory of Karen Vrtiska 25.00 

Marilyn & Wayne Jacobsen In memory of Dona Ridenour 25.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartlery In memory of Klyda Steele 10.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt In memory of Rebecca Grimm 25.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney 
In memory of Martha Lindstrom, Lucille 
Erickson, Robert Vohland 40.00 

250, Elizabeth, Weeping Water In memory of Don Skalak 25.00 

Donna & Hoagy Carmihael In memory of Cookie Confer 25.00 

Betty Garwood  In memory of Ronald Hahn 25.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa In memory of Leila Lamprecht 10.00 

 
Purple Ribbon Club MESH: 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha 75.00 

175, Miriam, Laurel 25.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth 100.00 

Jan Thoman 20.00 

Nancy & Paul Nelson 25.00 

215, Dome Rock, Scottsbluff 50.00 

86, Eureka, McCook 100.00 

31, Hebron, Hebron 100.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview 70.00 

153, Martha Washington, Lincoln 150.00 

119, Ruth, North Bend 25.00 

275, Columbia, Lincoln 100.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt 50.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice 25.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa 50.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth 25.00 

271, Temple Chapter Past 
Matrons 50.00 

104, Crete, Crete 25.00 

216, Herman, Herman 25.00 

257, Palmyra, Palmyra 25.00 

132, Blue River, Milford 200.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips 25.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford 25.00 

122, Friendship Hooper 50.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein 50.00 

325, Alpha, Bellevue 50.00 

213, Franklin, Franklin 100.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island 25.00 

250, Elizabeth, Weeping Water 50.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco 100.00 

199, Utica, Utica 100.00 

214, Sunflower, Mitchell 50.00 

40, Beulah, Norfolk 25.00 

Narcissus #169 300.00 

213, Franklin, Franklin 50.00 

1, Queen Esther, Nebraska City 100.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln 125.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha 75.00 

246, Minnehaha, Valentine 25.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne 100.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville 25.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City 150.00 

52, Adah, Omaha 52.00 

320, Capitol, Lincoln 120.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney 50.00 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln 250.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz 100.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport 25.00 

94, Myrtle, Lincoln 50.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville 25.00 

250, Elizabeth, Weeping Water 50.00 
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189, Home, Plattsmouth 100.00 

269, Narcissus, Omaha 300.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha 75.00 

119, Ruth, North Bend 25.00 

Isobel Taylor 50.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips 25.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice 25.00 

55,Signet, North Platte 50.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha 75.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala 100.00 

215, Dome Rock, Scottsbluff 50.00 

132, Blue River, Milford 200.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth 25.00 

122, Friendship, Hooper 50.00 

86, Eureka, McCook 100.00 

40, Beulah, Norfolk 25.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford 25.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Uskabd 25.00 

20, Alma, David City 50.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview 70.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne 100.00 

Susan Hedges 50.00 

199, Utica, Utica 100.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein 50.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley 50.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco 100.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney 50.00 

279, Imperial, Imperial 25.00 

269, Davenport, Davenport 25.00 

246, Minnehaha, Valentine 25.00 

153, Martha Washington, Lincoln 125.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz 100.00 

1, Queen Esther, Nebraska City 100.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt 50.00 

216, Herman, Herman 25.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville 25.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City 100.00 

6, Vesta, Omaha 50.00 

213, Franklin, Franklin 50.00 

169, Luna, Elkhorn 250.00 

39, Acacia, Hastings 200.00 

52, Adah, Omaha 80.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln 125.00 

207, Irene, Guide Rock 400.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala 100.00 

250, Elizabeth, Weeping Water 75.00 

20, Alma, David City 50.00 

169, Luna, Elkhorn 250.00 

325, Alpha, Bellevue 50.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa 50.00 

  

 

 
The Nebraska Masonic Home 

 
Christmas and Fall Ingathering NMH: 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview 50.00 

153, Martha Washington, 
Lincoln 50.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt 50.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice 25.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa 50.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa 50.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth 50.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford 25.00 

122, Friendship, Hooper 35.00 

213, Franklin, Franklin 50.00 

250, Elizabeth, Weeping Water 100.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley 25.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco 75.00 

199, Utica, Utica 100.00 

200, Arbor, Central City 100.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln 62.50 

246, Minnehaha, Valentine 25.00 

55, Signet, North Platte 100.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville 327.50 

301, Laura, South Sioux City 75.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips 25.00 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln 250.00 

169, Luna, Elkhorn 100.00 

Electa Kensington 200.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln 140.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln 50.00 

279, Imperial, Imperial 72.00 

175, Miriam, Laurel 25.00 

153, Martha Washington 100.00 

153, Martha Washington 125.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips 25.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt 25.00 

9, Vespter, Beatrice 25.00 

55, Signet, North Platte 100.00 

250, Elizabeth, Weeping Water 100.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth 25.00 

113, Bethanh, Ainsworth 25.00 

122, Friendship, Hooper 50.00 

86, Eureka, McCook 50.00 
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261, Sunshine, Thedford 25.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview 50.00 

Susan Hedges 50.00 

Susan Hedges 25.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa 50.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa 50.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley 25.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco 75.00 

31, Hebron, Hebron 50.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips 25.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln 242.50 

271, Temple, Lincoln 50.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville 50.00 

175, Miriam, Laurel 25.00 

31, Hebron, Hebron 100.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln 125.00 

  

 

Donations NMH:  (Placed in funds designated by donor) 
194, Royal, Gorndon Donation 100.00 

1, Queen Esther, Nebraska City Donation 100.00 

269, Narcissus, Omaha 2019 Special fund 422.86 

325 Past Past Matrons & Past Patrons Donation 25.00 

James F. Brown Jr. Donation 130.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln Van fund 50.00 

325, Alpha, Bellevue Caring club 250.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford Van fund 50.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Caring club 250.00 

215, Dome Rock, Scottsbluff Caring Club 250.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Caring Club 100.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Activiity Use 50.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala Donation 150.00 

134, Golden Rule, Hyannis Donation 100.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips Donation 25.00 

Areme Club of #277 Donation for bus 50.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island Donation 50.00 

275, Columbia, Lincoln Donation 60.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Donation 50.00 

262, Truth, Kimball Donation 25.00 

93, Aurora, Aurora Donation 10.00 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln Caring Club 250.00 

AkSarBen Kensington Donation 50.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz Caring club 500.00 

Isobel Taylor Donation 50.00 

94, Myrtle, Lincoln Donation 50.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa In lieu of 2020 birthdays 50.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln Call center project 200.00 

31, Hebron, Hebron Donation 50.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Use of facility in January & February 125.00 

Alpha, #325 PM and PP Club Donation 25.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa Covid-19 expenses 50.00 

325, Alpha, Bellevue Caring Club 250.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford Covid 19 Relief 123.75 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Caring Club 100.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Activity Use 50.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha Caring Club 250.00 

Isobel Taylor Donation 100.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island Donation 25.00 

269, Narcissus, Omaha Caring Club 500.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Caring Club 250.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala Donation 150.00 



293 

215, Dome Rock, Scottsbluff Caring Club 250.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Donation 50.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Covid-19 relief 100.00 

Susan Hedges Caring Club 50.00 

1, Queen Esther, Nebraska City Donation 100.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City Donation 100.00 

169, Luna, Elkhorn Donation 100.00 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln Donation 1000.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa In lieu of 2021 birthdays 50.00 

134, Golden Rule, Hyannis Donation 50.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln Anonymous donation 35.00 

Alpha #325 PM & PP Club Donation 25.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City 
Donation for Masonic Home 
Foundation 

75.00 
 

246, Minnehaha, Valentine Donation 25.00 

 
 

Honorariums NMH: 
113, Bethany, Ainswroth In honor of Susie Baker, DGS 20.00 

Tamarra & Bill Entler In honor of Chuck and Anita Sohm 40.00 

93, Aurora, Aurora In honor ofAndrea Stewart, DGS 10.00 

Roxie & Duane Heim In honor of all Grand Representatives 200.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford In honor of Susie Baker, DGS 25.00 

Dottie & Keevin Arent In honor of Bruce Baker, WGP 5.00 

175, Miriam, Laurel In honor of Bev Pickering 25.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In honor of Al Dietrich 25.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In honor of Janis Lingenfelter 25.00 

   

 

Memorials NMH: 
9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Betty Bowhay 10.00 

Tammarra & Bill Engler In memory of Betty Mears 30.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco In memory of Barbara Badsteen 25.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco In memory of Wanda Nilson 25.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In memory of Lois Dempster 10.00 

94, Myrtle, Lincoln In memory of Alice Merrill 10.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Vivia Bonham 10.00 

Diann & Jack Frahm In memory of Theona Beck 25.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt In memory of Roma Mowery 25.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In memory of Thomas Clark 20.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Lorrie Pike 10.00 

20, Alma, David City In memory of Martha Gibbs 25.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz In memory of William Parrish, PGP 25.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In memory of Robert Sellon 10.00 

271, Tample, Lincoln In memory of Mary Jo Lahners 15.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville In memory of Margaret Simpson 25.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville In memory of Pat Mikkelsen 25.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville In memory of Lanette Young 25.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz In memory of Bill Corbin 20.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 25.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In memory of Billy Corbin 25.00 

Cathy & Wendell Wagner In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 20.00 
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Katherine Meink In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 30.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt In memory of Ardis King 25.00 

Maire & Don Rasmussen In memory of Evelyn Thompson 25.00 

Monarch Grand Family In memory of Evelyn Thompson 50.00 

Wanda & Gale Retzlaff In memory of John Jefferson 10.00 

Suzanne Byler In memory of Carl Morris 25.00 

Cathy & Wendell Wagner In memory of Phyllis Cain 15.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In memory of John Jefferson 25.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In memory of Jerry Bespalec 25.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 25.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley In memory of Marvin Colson 10.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt In memory of Maxine Gross 25.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa In memory of Charlotte Kristensen 10.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Frank Roberts 10.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein In memory of Sheila Speck 25.00 

Jan Thoman In memory of Sheila Speck 10.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz In memory of Sheila Speck 25.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Esther Chermak 10.00 

250, Elizabeth, Weeping Water In memory of Jean Thomassen 25.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In memory of Betty Canedy 10.00 

 
Military Fund 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all members 1,000.00 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska  Donation on behalf of all members 1,000.00 

 
Other Charities 

Fort Casper No.4, WY Flood relief donation 100.00 

214,Sunflower, Mitchell Flood relief donation 100.00 

55, Signet, North Platte NE medicine Buffet Cancer Center 910.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln Youth Leadership conference 150.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Youth Leadership conference 50.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Shriners Transportation Fund 15.00 

Stars Across the Prairie SAC Museum in honor of Mark Strehle 100.00 

86, Eureka, McCook 
In memory of Phyllis Alberts to McCook Senior 
Center 10.00 

86, Eureka, McCook 
In memory of Bette Jo Tompkins for Feed the 
Flook 10.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Shrine Transportation Fund 8.24 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Youth Leadership conference 30.00 

Cathy & Wendell Wagner 
In memory of Bill Parrish, PGP for Andrew 
Chapter #41 50.00 

86, Eureka, McCook In memory of Elaine Schellberg for Diabetes 10.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln The HIKE Fund, Bethel 5 50.00 

Laurie Sieg 
In honor of Tiffiny, WM to Temple Chapter book 
project 22.00 

169, Luna, Elkhorn IOmaha Home for Boys 100.00 

Star Love Celebration Family 
In memory of Bill Parrish, PGP for Andrew 
Chapter No. 41 25.00 

86, Eureka, McCook In memory of Jan Goodenberger 10.00 

86, Eureka, McCook 
In memory of Robert Keating to Pioneer Credit 
Union 10.00 
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277, AkSarBen, Omaha 
In memory of Amy Schapp for Shrine 
Transportation Fund 13.05 

122, Friendship, Hooper Youth Leadership Conference 50.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala Masonic All-Star Marching Band 350.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney 2 Masonic All-Star Marching Band scholarships 700.00 

325, Alpha, Bellevue Masonic Youth Foundation 100.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview 
In memory of Mary Lou West for Shriners 
Childrens Hospital 10.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Masonic Youth Leadership Conference 50.00 

169, Luna, Elkhorn Omaha Home for Boys 100.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz In memory of Sheila Speckfor Home Chapter 25.00 

86, Eurkea, McCook 
In memory of Mildred Baxter for Palisade United 
Methodist Church 10.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln Lincoln Food Bank, Random Act of Kindness 50.00 

Tamarra & Oren Engler OES Star Dogs of NE Inc. 85.00 

Wilma Price OES Star Dogs of NE Inc. 20.00 

86, Eureka, McCook 
In memory of Elaine Skiles for Memorial United 
Methodist 10.00 

Peggy & Michael Hitchcock 
In memory of Bucky laid to final rest for OES 
Star Dogs of NE Inc. 50.00 

 
 

Scottish Rite-- RiteCare Program 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all Chapters 
1,000.00 

 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all Chapters 1,000.00 

 

 Service & Therapy Dogs 

Chuck Sohm Donation 25.00 

86, Eureka, McCook Raffle ticket sales 50.00 

268, Davdnport, Davenport In honor of Laurie Sieg, DGS 10.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport Donation 54.00 

153, Martha Washington, Lincoln In honor of Tracey Hefner 25.00 

Larry Ludvigsen Quilt raffle 40.00 

214, Sunflower, Mitchell Quilt raffle 24.00 

40, Beulah, Norfolk Quilt raffle 20.00 

Karla Lawler Dog coin jar 66.00 

31, Hebron, Hebron Dog coin jar 33.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Donation 50.00 

55, Signet, North Platte In honor of Julie Hornicek, DGS 25.00 

214, Sunvlowe, Mitchell In honor of Julie Hornicek, DGS 25.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne In honor of Bev Pickering, DGS 10.00 

Cathy Wagner Quilt raffle 274.00 
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Karla Lawler Quilt raffle 24.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln Quilt raffle  25.00 

Sharon Moeller Quikt raffle 10.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Quilt raffle 52.00 

184, Royal, Gordon Quilt raffle 76.00 

Chamberlain-ier funeral home Quilt raffle 10.00 

Cherlee Kershaw Quilt raffle 4.00 

Teresa Beguin Quilt raffle 10.00 

Melinda Brage Donation 130.00 

216, Herman, Herman Bisquit sales at bake sale 56.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview Quilt raffle 30.00 

114, Papillion, Papillion Quilt raffle 40.00 

153, Martha Washington, Lincoln Quilt raffle 60.00 

Corrine Janovec Quilt raffle 26.00 

Deborah & George McMullin Quilt raffle 150.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice Donation 58.65 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln Dog jar 78.38 

269, Narcissus Echo Club In honor of Hard Terry & Candy Martin 25.00 

Beth Benson Sales at Grand Chapter 344.00 

Susan Arndt Sales at Grand Chapter 41.00 

Amy Beth Curtis Sales at Grand Chapter 35.00 

Candace Marston Sales at Grand Chapter 10.00 

Sharon Yockers Sales at Grand Chapter 25.00 

Deborah &George McMullin Sales at Grand Chapter 55.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein Sales at Grand Chapter 44.00 

Marcia Donley Sales at Grand Chapter 25.00 

Beth Benson Sales at Grand Chapter 25.00 

Jean Crary Sales at Grand Chapter 65.00 

Harold Terry  Dog jar 21.86 

Shirley DeVasure In honor of Grand Representatives 100.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney Quilt raffle 120.00 

Betty Bierman Quilt raffle 20.00 

Joann Sear Quilt raffle 20.00 
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Rita & Keith Lindvall Quilt raffle 40.00 

Beth Benson Quilt raffle 261.00 

113, Bethay, Ainsworth Quilt raffle 80.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha Quilt raffle 62.00 

122, Friendship, Hooper Quilt raffle 72.00 

Cathy Wagner Quilt raffle 8.00 

269, Narcissus, Omaha Quilt raffle 48.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City Quilt raffle 44.00 

Chris Kennedy Quilt raffle 20.00 

Jonelle Rodgers Quilt raffle 38.00 

Cathy Wagner Quilt raffle            20.00 

Bonnie Evans Quilt raffle          110.00 

216, Herman, Herman Quilt raffle            80.00 

Andrea Stewart Quilt raffle           80.00 

Suzette McAuley Quilt raffle 20.00 

Nan Rix Sale of notecards 20.00 

Wanda & Albert Fisher Sale of notecards 20.00 

Betty Kirby Sale of t-shirt 27.00 

Cathy Wagner Sale of notecards 25.00 

Beth Benson Shirt sales  240.00 

Toby Varvais Shirt sale 25.00 

Andy Stewart Shirt sale 25.00 

Kaylene Martin Shirt sale 25.00 

Shron McArdle Shirt sale 25.00 

Lorrie Bryant Sale of note cards and shirts 48.00 

Marie & Don Rasmussen Shirt sales 30.00 

Maril Hauber Sales  40.00 

David Wetrosky Sale of shirt 25.00 

Rebecca Hanshaw Sale of shirt 25.00 

Laurel Wolfe Sale of shirt 25.00 

Billie Mattern Sale of shirt 25.00 

Suzanne Byler Sale of shirt 25.00 

257, Palmyra, Palmyra Dog jar 22.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt Donation 39.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island Dog jar 30.00 
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Bruce Baker t-shirt 25.00 

104, Crete, Crete WM & WP project donation 50.00 

Nan & Dennis Rix In memory of Bill Kuhn 25.00 

Nan & Dennis Rix In memory of Lyle Enstrom 25.00 

Nan & Dennis Rix In memory of LeRoy Moats 25.00 

Nan & Dennis Rix In memory of Ruth McCabe 25.00 

Myrna Vasta In honor of Sharon Moeller 25.00 

Cathy & Wendell Wagner In memory of Les Smith, PGP 25.00 

Cathy & Wendell Wagner In memory of Ched House, PGP 25.00 

Sue Kittinger Note cards 5.00 

216, Herman, Herman Donation 55.00 

Linda & Milt Schmidt Donation 20.00 

Kaylene Martin  Shirt sale 25.00 

Lorrie Bryant Donation 25.00 

Lorrie Bryant Lindoln area & Star Dogs at Sald Dogs 180.00 

Meagan Pruitt Dog jar 41.46 

Dona Hurst Donation 20.00 

Angela Keck In memory of Dwight Beaton 20.00 

Angelmakers #114 Donation 1000.00 

Deb & Tregan Albers In memory of Julie Albers-Rhoades 27.00 

Nan & Dennis Rix In memory of “Sophie” 25.00 

Nan & Dennis Rix t-shirt 25.00 

Laurie Sieg Note cards 5.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa Donation 50.00 

40, Beulah, Norfolk Donation 30.00 

Lorrie Bryat Sale of t-shirt 25.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City Donation 216.00 

Lorrie Bryant Note cards and donation 10.00 

Elaine Kemper t-shirt and note cards 35.00 

214, Sunflower, Mitchell Donation 110.00 

Diane Wilson Donation 10.00 

Joanne Lehman Donation 10.00 

Diane Wilson Donation 20.00 

Diane Wilson Constellation 8 raffle and donations 304.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha In memoy of Helen McKinley 50.00 

Lorrie & Sam Bryant 5-shirt 25.00 



299 

Tamara Gass t-shirt 25.00 

Sue Kittinger Donation 10.00 

Marna & Bill Raymond In memory of Frank Hauber 20.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln Donation 233.00 

199, Utica, Utica Bottle auction 307.00 

Lorrie Bryant Quilt raffle 48.00 

Mary Ann Bryant Quilt raffle 20.00 

Anita & Kenneth Schultz Quilt raffle 20.00 

86, Eureka, McCook Quilt raffle 20.00 

153, Martha Washington, Lincoln Donation 327.88 

153, 2019 officers In honor of Michelle Smith, WM 120.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln Donation 60.00 

263, Brownville, Brownbille Donation 36.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha Donation 353.75 

AkSarBen Installing Officers In honor of Carol Reade, WM 40.00 

Maril Hauber & Ranilo Perez In honor of installing officers 40.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Donation 37.54 

114, Papillion, Papillion Donation 477.80 

214, Sunflower, Mitchell In honor of out going Worthy Matron 50.00 

Lorrie & Sam Bryant Pet photo contest 10.00 

Toby Varvais Pet photo contest 20.00 

Vicki & John Ramsay In honor of the 2020 installing officers 100.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Donation 150.72 

Betty Kirby 2020 officers of Crete Chapter #104 20.00 

Betty Kirby 2020 Capitol Chapter officers 20.00 

Installing Officers 2020 officers of Papillion Chapter #114 25.00 

Jerrie Wilcox, PGM In honor of installing officers 100.00 

Lorrie Bryant Note card sale and Bryant coin jar 28.00 

31, Hebron, Hebron Quilt raffle 20.00 

Joan & Michael Jones Quilt raffle 20.00 

Betty Kirby Quilt raffle 38.00 

Lorrie Bryant t-shirts, photo contest 100.00 

Betty Kirby Quilt raffle 64.00 

Nan Rix & Charley Benke In honor of Vicki & John Ramsey 25.00 

Nan & Dennis Rix In memory of Izzy Brei  10.00 

31, Hebron, Hebron In honor of Terri Sherman, DGS 25.00 
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Deb & Tregan Albers Quilt raffle 20.00 

Sharon McArdle Photo contest 10.00 

Toby Varvais Photo contest 10.00 

Jan Thoman Photo contest 20.00 

Betty Kirby Quilt raffle 40.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco In honor of Kelly Stahly, DGS 25.00 

Tamara Gass Note cards, quilt raffle 39.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln Donation 65.19 

Jan Thoman In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 20.00 

Dee & Jon Schuetz In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 25.00 

Pamela & William Raecke Photo contest 10.00 

Lorrie Bryant In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 50.00 

132, Blue River, Milford Dog jar donation 139.15 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth In honor of Andria Stewart, DGS 20.00 

Sandra & Bruce Raddatz In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 20.00 

Betty Garwood In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 25.00 

Mary Ann Gerdes Dog photo contest 10.00 

Robert Schapp In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 50.00 

Pam & Gary Brhel In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 30.00 

Alpha Delta Kappa In honor of Nan Rix & Louie 20.00 

Betty Kirby Quilt raffle 32.00 

Melva Kube Quilt raffle 20.00 

Ruth Walker Quilt raffle 20.00 

Karan Birdsall Note cards 50.00 

Bev & Mike Donham In memory of Anita Sohm 50.00 

Pamela & Dale Anderson Dog quilt 10.00 

Hazel Prentice Dog quilt tickets 92.00 

Lorrie Bryant Photo contest 10.00 

Joan & Michael Jones In memor of Anita Sohm, PGM 50.00 

Isobel & Jim Taylor In memory of Anita Soh, PGM 25.00 

Jan Thoman In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 20.00 

Schwarz & Associates LLC In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 75.00 

Jeanne & James Karnegis In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 20.00 

Cathy & Wendell Wagner In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 25.00 

Lorrie Bryant In memory of James Taylor,PGP 25.00 

Betty Kirby Quilt raffle 32.00 
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Kathleen Hartmann Quilt raffle 68.00 

Donrue Ingram Quilt raffle 20.00 

Susan Arndt Quilt raffle 20.00 

Pam & Gary Brhel In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 30.00 

Betty Garwood, PGM In memory of James Taylor, PGP 20.00 

Jan Thoman, PGM In memory of Paula Beezley 20.00 

Lorrie Bryant In memory of Paaula Beezley 25.00 

Roma & Robert Rhodes In memory of Jim Taylor PGP 20.00 

Cathy & Wendell Wagner In memory of Paula Beezley 25.00 

Isobel Taylor In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 235.00 

James Gathmann In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 50.00 

Shirley DeVasure In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 50.00 

Doris Edwards In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 50.00 

Joan Barnett In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 50.00 

Gail Allbery In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 50.00 

Anita & Kenneth Schultz In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 25.00 

Nancy Haack In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 25.00 

Billie Mattern, PGM In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 20.00 

Sandra & Bruce Raddatz In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 20.00 

Katherine & Donald Meink In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 30.00 

Robert Schapp In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 50.00 

Suz Parsons In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 25.00 

Maril & Bernie Hauber In memory of Ann Newman 25.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha Donation 65.50 

Tamarra & Bill Engler In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 30.00 

Betty Kirby Note Cards 50.00 

Jean Crary  Donation from jar at Pitts Veterinary  21.00 

Betty Kirby Leash, collar, 10 pins 70.00 

Susan Hedges Pin 5.00 

Jan Thoman 2 pins 10.00 

Karan Birdsall Pins 125.00 

Jan Thoman 2 collars & 2 leashes 40.00 

Lorrie Bryant Collars 50.00 

Susie & Bruce Baker Pins 20.00 

Sandra & Bruce Raddatz In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 25.00 

Jan Thoman 4 pins 20.00 
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Lorrie & Sam Bryant Pins 50.00 

Lorrie & Sam Bryant Pins 25.00 

Larrie & Sam Bryant Collars & leashes 35.18 

Pam Folsom Collar & leash 20.00 

Judy Wehrbein Collars & leashes 85.00 

Peggy & Michael Hitchcock In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 50.00 

Nan & Dennis Rix Collar & leash 20.00 

Beverly & Michael Donham In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 25.00 

James Carlton In memory of Anita Sohm 30.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport Donation 30.00 

Margaret Nelson Donation for Festival of trees 25.00 

Dee Schuetz, PGM Donation for Festival of trees 30.00 

Nan & Dennis Rix Dog pins 50.00 

Carol Milander 2 leashes, 1 collar 30.00 

Carol Milander Donation 20.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 20.00 

189, Home. Plattsmouth In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 20.00 

Stella Sherman Collar, leash, postage 26.00 

Melinda & Larry Brage Pins 25.00 

Betty Kirby Collar, leash, pin 25.00 

Lorrie Brayant Pins 10.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth In honor of 50 year members 150.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth Donation 26.50 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Donation 110.00 

Lorrie Bryant Leash 10.00 

Lorrie Bryant 2 pins 10.00 

Karan & Tim Birdsall Dog change jar 45.00 

Karan & Tim Birdsall Red book covers 300.00 

Sheryl Peters Leash, collar and postage 26.00 

Tamara Gass 5 collars, postage 58.30 

Peggy & Michael Hitchcock In honor of Bethany Chapter #113 100.00 

Betty Bierman Donation 30.00 

Vicki & John Ramsay Lapel pins 100.00 

Pamela & William Raecke Collar & leash 25.00 

Laurie & Ken Sieg Donation 50.00 

Corrine Janovec Quilt raffle 22.00 
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Sara Robinson Collar & leash, shipping 26.00 

Lorrie Bryant Lapel pins 20.00 

114, Papillion, Papillion Money from dog jar 202.22 

119, Ruth, North Bend Donation 19.35 

Lorrie Bryant Coin jar 8.00 

Lorrie Bryant Lapel pins 15.00 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco Money from dog jar 31.64 

198, Ceresco, Ceresco Marching funds for dog jar money 31.64 

263, Brownville, Brownville Quilt raffle 20.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha Donation 78.00 

132, Blue River, Milford Donation 82.13 

216, Herman, Herman Donation 35.35 

Judy & Willaim Pickle Red book cover, lapel pins 25.00 

Lorrie Bryant Postage 5.00 

 

    
Shrine Hospitals and Transportation Fund 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all members 1,000.00 

Grand Chapter of Nebraska Donation on behalf of all members  1,000.00 

 
Youth Fund 

Donations, Memorials: 
Betty Garwood, PGM In memory of Leslie Smith, PGP 20.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Donation 100.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth Donation 10.00 

Betty Garwood, PGM In memory of Ann Newman 25.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Donation 100.00 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Leadership Conference 30.00 

213, Franklin, Franklin Leadership Conference 75.00 

 

 
Wounded Warrior Family Support: 

Marna & Bill Raymond In honor of Anita Sohm, PGM 100.00 

 
2018-2019 Worthy Grand Matron 

and Worthy Grand Patron Projects 
Food For The Heartland “BackPack” Program 

       
 

Food For The Heartland “BackPack” Program: 

39, Acacia, Hastings Donation 25.00 
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132, Blue River, Milford In honor of Margaret Nelson, DGS 20.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview In honor of Kathy Meink, DGS 25.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport In lieu of basket at Grand Chapter 30.00 

Bev Pickering In honor of Harold Terry, WGP 100.00 

184, Royal, Gordon In lieu of silent auction basket 25.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln In honor of Tracey Hefner, DGS 35.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln Donation 50.00 

207, Irene, Guide Rock In honor of Laurie Sieg, DGS 25.00 

Tamarra & Bill Engler In honor of Jerrie Wilcox 80th birthday 20.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In hono of Terri Sherman, DGS 10.00 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh In honor of Andrea Stewart, DGS 35.00 

325, Apha, Bellevue In honor of Kelly Stahly, DGS 25.00 

Mrna & Bill Raymond In honor of Heather Palmer & Dwight Beaton 40.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville In honor of Terri Sherman, DGS 25.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley In lieu of basket for silent auction 50.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa In honor of Bev Pickering, DGS 25.00 

Sue Terry  Donation from box  7.00 

213, Franklin, Franklin In honor of Laurie Sieg, DGS 25.00 

Cheryl Beckius, PGM 
In honor of helpers in the distinguished 
guest registration room 50.00 

Assistant Grand Sentinels In honor of Kirk Brown, Grand Sentinel 40.00 

246, Minnehaha, Valentine Silent auction 25.00 

Matthew Vandergriff Silent auction 119.00 

Patricia Harwood Silent auction 92.00 

Suzanne Byler Silent auction 70.00 

Cynthia Pedersen Silent auction 67.00 

Toby Varvais Silent auction 102.00 

James Carlton Silent auction 82.00 

Liz and John Ferguson Silent auction 40.00 

Sharon Moeller Silent auction 30.00 

Sharon King Silent auction 200.00 

Judy & Gene Wehrbein Silent auction 100.00 

Robyn Mason Silent auction 85.00 

John Parsons Silent auction 70.00 

Joan Alexander Silent auction 91.00 

Marlin Krull Silent auction 60.00 

Connie Havekost Silent auction 60.00 

Toby Varvais Silent auction 60.00 

Karen Monteith Silent auction 55.00 

Matthew Vandergriff Silent auction 55.00 

Cynthia Timmermier Silent auction 50.00 

Joyce Quaring Silent auction 40.00 

Karan & Tim Birdsall Silent auction 35.00 

Kristy Nerud Silent auction 21.00 

Betty Bierman Silent auction 15.00 

Marcia Donley Silent auction 15.00 

Heather Palmer Silent auction 36.00 

Laurie Sieg Silent auction 25.00 

Amy Beth Curtis Silent auction 20.00 

Cynthia Timmermier Silent auction 93.00 

Geraldine Wilcox Silent auction 70.00 

Susan Hedges Silent auction 70.00 

Suzanne Byler Silent auction 50.00 
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Corlynn Wilbeck Silent auction 129.00 

Cynthia Pedersen Silent auction 150.00 

Marie Rasmussen  Silent auction 65.00 

Wanda Retzlaff Silent auction 36.00 

Barbara Crowe Silent auction 115.00 

Vicki & John Ramsay Silent auction 85.00 

Sheila Kiehne Silent auction 40.00 

Mary Lou Erickson Silent auction 40.00 

Jean Schmidt Silent auction 75.00 

Linda Dubry Silent auction 147.00 

Beverly Pickering Silent auction 84.00 

Lynn Cardey  Silent auction 85.00 

Cyntha Kauk Silent aucton 65.00 

Candace Marston Silent auction 20.00 

Trudy Fankhauser Silent auction 55.00 

Ruth Batie Silent auction 58.00 

Gloria Guern Silent auction 74.00 

Debbie Ussery Silent auction 50.00 

Gloria Guern Silent auction 31.00 

Doreen Fster Silent auction 58.00 

Cynthia Timmermier Silent auction 15.00 

Margaret McCall Silent auction 2779.00 

Wanda & Gale Retzlaff Candy at Grand Chapter 90.00 

233, Holly, Benkelman In honor of Andrea Stewart, DGS 25.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha In lieu of flowers at Grand Chapter 100.00 

District Grand Supervisors In honor of Harold Terry, WGP 30.00 

District Grand Supervisors In honor of Candy Martin, WGM 30.00 

Barb & Fran Crowe Donation 30.00 

Kerri Straub Donation from the Pages 100.00 

Candy Martin Donation from love gifts 70.00 

Grand Representatives  Donation in honor of WGM, Candy 100.00 

2018-2019 Grand Family Donation 274.71 

Sharlene Coulter, PGM 
In honor f page coordinators & march 
directors 50.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha In honor of Linda Dubry, DGS 35.00 

122, Friendship, Hooper In honor of Candy, WGM, & Terry, WGP 49.80 

Past & Presnet District Grand 
Supervisors In honor of Candy, WGM & Terry, WGP 136.00 

Sue & Harold Terry In honor of Karan Birdsall, WGM 60.00 

 

2018-2019 Worthy Grand Matron 
and Worthy Grand Patron Projects        

 

Sue Terry Sales table 544.00 

Candace Martin Sales table 18.00 

Laurel Wolfe Sales table 12.00 

Susan Hedges Sales table 28.00 

Sue Terry Sales table 54.00 

Dottie Arent Sales table 90.00 

Chris Kennedy Sales table 90.00 

Sharon Moeller Sales table 30.00 
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Cheryl Beckius, PGM Sales table 24.00 

Denise Lasiter Sales table 18.00 

Liz Santiago Imig Sales table 30.00 

Candace Martin Sales table 21.00 

Marie Rasmussen Donation 60.00 

 
2019-2021 Worthy Grand Matron 

and Worthy Grand Patron Projects        
 

Maril & Bernie Hauber In honor of Karan Birdsall 150.00 

Robyn & Greg Mason In honor of Karan Birdsall 100.00 

39, Acacia, Hastings In honor of Bruce Baker 500.00 

Karan Birdsall Donation 200.00 

Laurie Sieg Sales table 1229.00 

Shannon Roberts Sales table 50.00 

Nicole Smith Sales table 86.00 

Toby Varvais Sales table 22.00 

Beverly & Michael Donham Sales table 30.00 

Cassandra Birdsall Sales table 45.00 

Jennifer Borges Sales table 50.00 

Ruth Batie Sales table 60.00 

Tiffany Westerholt Sales table 60.00 

Sarah Hobbie Sales table 80.00 

Kelly Stahly Sales table 100.00 

Cynthia Pedersen Sales table 105.00 

Jean & Alan Crary Sales table 105.00 

Suzanne Byler Sales table 120.00 

Deborah & George McMullin Sales table 165.00 

Susan Hedges Sales table 200.00 

Betty Garwood Sales table 42.00 

Loria Nerud Sales table 35.00 

Karla Lawler Sales table 35.00 

Linda & Dennis Dubry Sales table 35.00 

Carrie Knapp Sales table 38.00 

Jan Thoman Sales table 76.00 

Marna & Bill Raymond Sales table 274.00 

Sharon McArdle Sales table 120.00 

Beverly & Michael Donham Sales table 86.00 

Lorrie & Sam Bryant Sales table 120.00 

Laurie & Ken Sieg Sales table 25.00 

Laurie & Ken Sieg Sales table 100.00 

Chris Wood Sales table 108.00 

Tina Mogensen Sales table 164.00 

Jan Thoman Sales table 215.00 

Karan Birdsall Sales table 1900.00 

Sue Kittinger Sales table at reception 367.00 

Barb & Fran Crowe Sales table 20.00 

Cyn & Don Norman Sales table 20.00 

Elizabeth & Eric Van Sky Sales table 20.00 

Dottie Arent Sales table 20.00 

Jean Crary Sales table 20.00 
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Isobel & Jim Taylor Sales table 40.00 

Laurel Wolfe Sales table 45.00 

Suzanne & Bruce Baker Sales table 59.00 

Rita Lindvall  Sales table 60.00 

Nan & Dennis Rix Sales table 60.00 

Connie Havekost Sales table 60.00 

Srie Hobbie Sales table 60.00 

Kelsey Larsen Sales table 70.00 

Melinda & Larry Brage Sales table 100.00 

Lorrie & Sam Bryant Sales table 125.00 

Elizabeth Van Sky Sales table 65.00 

Carmen Maurer Sales table 20.00 

Lorrie & Sam Bryant Sales table 20.00 

Sheli Rice Sales table 183.00 

Laurie Sieg Sales table 325.00 

Jan Thoman Sales table 15.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Donation 300.00 

261, Sunshine, Thedford Constellation 1 25.00 

246, Minnehaha, Valentine Constellation 1 25.00 

Laurie Sieg Constellation 1 sales table 235.00 

Carol Luther, PGM Constellation 1 sales table 20.00 

Karan Birdsall Sales table 280.00 

David Wetroskly Sales table 95.00 

Laurie Sieg Sales table 40.00 

Laurie Sieg Sales table 50.00 

Laurie Sieg Sales table 20.00 

Lori Nerud Sales table 120.00 

Dorothy Arent Sales table 20.00 

Janet Zoucha Sales table 40.00 

Julie Hornicek Sales table 40.00 

Brenda McGuire Sales table 25.00 

Vickie & Dwight Smith Sales table 60.00 

Gladys McCalla Sales table 45.00 

Laurie Sieg Sales table 194.00 

Sue Kittinger Sales table from vendor fair 385.00 

Tamarra & Bill Engler Sales table 83.00 

Joyce Royal Sales table 80.00 

Lois Gapen Sales table 30.00 

Karan & Tim Birdsall Sales table 50.00 

Amy Beth Curtis Sales table 40.00 

Chris Kennedy  Sales table 40.00 

Linda Schuett Sales table 40.00 

Laurie Sieg Constellation 5 sales table 65.00 

Charleen Gausman Constellation 5 sales table 20.00 

132, Blue River, Milford Constellation 5 donation 50.00 

Karan Birdsall Constellation 5 sales table 175.00 

Karan Birdsall Constellation 4 sales table 45.00 

Deanne Grant Sales table 88.00 

Karla Lawler Sales table 15.00 

Kaylene Martin Sales table 45.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice Constellation 5 donation 50.00 

Karan Birdsall Constellation 7 sales table 192.00 

Karan Birdsall Constellation 7 sales table 230.00 
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Carrie Knapp Constellation 7 sales table 20.00 

Sue Kittinger Constellation 7 sales table 40.00 

Deborah Farrow Sales table, Florida 25.00 

Jamie Janovec Sales table 20.00 

Laurie Sieg Sales table 180.00 

Deb & Tregan Albers Sales table 40.00 

31, Hebron, Hebron Constellation donation 50.00 

39, Acacia, Hastings Constellation donation 100.00 

268, Davenport, Davenport Constellation donation 25.00 

Mary Ann Fergusson Sales table from WA 110.10 

Dorothy Arent Sales table 40.00 

Kaylene Martin Sales table 24.00 

Laurie Sieg Sales table 20.00 

Laurie Sieg Exchange weekend sales 225.00 

Betty Garwood Exchange weekend sales 20.00 

Dottie Arent Exchange weekend sales 20.00 

Nora Bayless Exchange weekend sales  20.00 

Laurie Sieg Constellation #10 sales table 90.00 

Peggy Hitchcock Constellation #10 sales table 40.00 

144, Dorcas, Bartley Constellation #10 donation 50.00 

279, Imperial, Imperial Constellation #10, donation 25.00 

Laurie Sieg Constellation #11, sales table 10.00 

Carol Befort Constellation #11, sales table 30.00 

Lorrie & Sam Bryant Sales table 20.00 

Sheli Rice Sales table 40.00 

Laurie Sieg Sales table at IA/NE exchange 95.00 

Robert Danner Sales table at IA/NE exchange 20.00 

Joan Heisch Sales table 100.00 

Karan Birdsall Sales table magnets 265.00 

Karan Birdsall Sales table 180.00 

Karan Birdsall Donation from Taylors 20.00 

Laurie Sieg Sales table at constellation 420.00 

Susan Andreasen Sales table 50.00 

Angela Keck Sales table 80.00 

Bruce Baker Sales table 20.00 

Debbie Ussery Sales table 40.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview Visitation gift for WGP 50.00 

84, Mount Vernon, Plainview Visitation gift for WGM 50.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Visitation donation 100.00 

Mary Ann Fergusson Sales table from WA 110.00 

Laurie Sieg Constellation #14, sales table 155.00 

Mohan Krishna Sales table 50.00 

Darlene Brown Sales table 20.00 

David Wetrosky Sales table 40.00 

Dale Hix Sales table 15.00 

Robert Lewis Sales table 45.00 

Laurie Sieg Constellation #15 sales table 40.00 

Sarah Nims Sales table 30.00 

16, Guild, Pawnee City Constellation donation 25.00 

Laurie Sieg Sales table constellation 125.00 

Sue Ott Sales table 10.00 

Lori Nerud Sales table 40.00 

Laurie Sieg Sales table 40.00 
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Laurie Sieg Sales table 148.00 

Joyce Roberts Sales table 25.00 

Gloria Guern Sales table 60.00 

Sue Kittinger Sales table 130.00 

Krislyn Althouse Sales table 50.00 

Nan & Dennis Rix Sales table 80.00 

Peggy Hitchcock Sales table 64.00 

35, Tuscan, Kearney Visitation donation 50.00 

Laurie Sieg Constellation 17 & 18 sales table 90.00 

Kevin Johnson Sales table 25.00 

Tracy Hefner Sales table 25.00 

Merry Sue Kim Sales table 70.00 

Schavon Cordsen Sales table 40.00 

Chris Wood  Sales table 40.00 

Kaylene Martin Sales table 84.00 

Carol Reade Sales table 30.00 

Deborah & George McMullin Sales table 40.00 

Karan Birdsall Sales table 60.00 

Wyoming Grand Family Donation 50.00 

41, Andrew, Grand Island Constellation donation 25.00 

93, Aurora Constellation donation 25.00 

200, Arbor, Central City Constellation donation 25.00 

Deborah & George McMullin Sales table 40.00 

204, Phillips, Phillips Sales table 36.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In honor of Dora & Paul Redwine 30.00 

Sue Kittinger Sales table at school 57.00 

Julie Hornicek Sales table 20.00 

Jan Thoman Sales table 20.00 

Karan Birdsall Sales table 12.00 

Cecil Smith Sales table 20.00 

Cathy Wagner Sales table 20.00 

168, Davenport, Davenport In lieu of basket at Grand Chapter 25.00 

Diann & Jack Frahm Sales table 20.00 

277, AkSarBen, Omaha Donation 300.00 

Beverly & Mike Donahm 7 cookbooks 140.00 

304, Phillips, Phillips Sales table 12.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City Donation 200.00 

Sue Kittinger Cookbook 20.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In honor of Dora Redwine 40.00 

Sarah Nims Sales table 30.00 

 
2019-2021 Worthy Grand Matron 

and Worthy Grand Patron Projects        
 

“PAWS UP” Special Project: 

Elizabeth Van Sky Donations from box (bones & cookies) 62.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln In honor of Karan Birdsall, WGM 1500.00 

Elizabeth Van Sky Donations from donation box 24.00 

Connie & Don Havekost In honor of Enduring Hope Grand Officers 200.00 

Marna & Bill Raymond honor of Karan, WGM & Bruce, WGP 100.00 
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Nebraska Grand Assemblty Donation 200.00 

Laurie Sieg Miscl sales 62.00 

113, Bethany, Ainsworth Constellation 1 donation 100.00 

Laurie Sieg Sales of bones & cookies 37.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala Donation at constellation 100.00 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh Donation at constellation 50.00 

Laurie Sieg Dog bone & cookie sales 56.00 

Past Grands Association Donation 50.00 

Margaret McCall Constellation #3 donation 425.00 

Dennis Dubry Cookies & dog bones  10.00 

104, Crete, Crete Constellation donation 50.00 

Laurie Sieg Constellation 4 donation for cookies & bones 15.00 

Laurie Sieg Constellation 5 donation for cookies & bones 18.38 

Karan Birdsall Constellation 6 sale of bones & cookies 31.00 

216, Herman, Herman Constellation donation 100.00 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln Donation 100.00 

Sue Kittinger Constellation 7 donation 20.00 

Lincoln area chapters 
Constellation 7 donation, dog event at Salt 
Dogs 2065.00 

Karan Birdsall Constellation 7 sale of bones & cookies 78.00 

8, Electa, Lincoln Donation 100.00 

Laurie Sieg Sale of cookies, dog bones at Koolaid days 58.00 

231, Franklin, Franklin Constellation donation 25.00 

39, Acacia, Hastings Donation from tee-shirt sales 170.00 

199, Utica, Utica Area 5 donation 50.00 

Cyn & Don Norman In memory of Donna Thoman 100.00 

Laurie Sieg Sale of cookie & bones constellation #10 40.00 

55, Signet, North Platte Constellatin #11 donation 100.00 

Council Bluffs Chapter #441 Coin march from NE-IA exchange 141.29 

Nancy & Paul Nelson In honor of Austin Crumrine birthday 20.00 

Nancy & Paul Nelson In honor of Jessica Crumrine birthday 20.00 

Deb & Tregan Albers In honor of Karan Birdsall, WGM 100.00 

Karan Birdsall Donation 200.00 

Laurie Sieg Sales of cookies & bones 91.00 

Laurie Sieg Donation 10.00 

316, Symphony, O’Neill Visitation donation 25.00 

175, Miriam, Laurel Visitation donation 25.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa Visitation donation 25.00 

159, Wausa, Wausa Visitation donation 25.00 

40, Beulah, Norfolk Visitation donation 25.00 

Jan Thoman, PGM In memory of Bill Parrish, PGP 20.00 

Laurie Sieg Constellation #14, sale of cookies & bones 80.04 

189, Home, Plattsmouth Constellation donation 100.00 

271, Temple, Lincoln Donation 250.00 

216, Herman, Herman Donation 155.28 

263, Brownville, Brownville Donation 25.00 

263, Brownville, Brownville Donation 25.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt Donation 25.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt Donation 25.00 

214, Sunflower, Mitchell Donation 50.00 

233, Holly, Benkelman Donation 25.00 

215, Dome Rock, Scottsbluff Donation from white elephant auction 876.00 

Laurie Sieg Sale of bones & cookies 43.00 
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Cathy & Wendell Wagner In memory of Louise Scolaro 20.00 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh Fall festival and donut sales 232.50 

299, Trinkity, Omaha Donation 14.25 

194, Wayne, Wayne In honor of Betty Garwood 20.00 

301, Laura, South Sioux City Donation 150.00 

250, Elizabeth, Weeping 
Water Donation 50.00 

20, Alma, David City Donation 25.00 

Laurie Sieg In honor of Donna Parrish, PGM of AZ 50.00 

Margaret McCall  Donation from crafts 75.00 

Laurie Sieg Sales of treats, cookie 72.00 

Isobel & Jim Taylor Donation 50.00 

146, Stanton, Stanton Donation 50.00 

199, Utica, Utica Coin march 85.00 

39, Acacia, Hastings Coin marches 217.23 

175, Miriam, Laurel Donation 80.00 

122, Friendship, Hooper Donation 317.92 

204, Phillips, Phillips Donation 25.00 

94, Myrtle, Lincoln Donation 25.00 

Susan Hedges In honor of installing officers 50.00 

279, Imperial, Imperial Donation 81.42 

Betty Garwood, PGM In honor of Martha Cabieles, WM 10.00 

Betty Garwood, PGM In honor of Deb, WM & Fritz McMullin, WP 10.00 

Betty Garwood, PGM 
In honor of Maril Hauber, WM & Ranilo 
Perez, WP 10.00 

Marna & Bill Raymond In honor of Karan & Tim Birdsall 100.00 

264, Oshkosh, Oshkosh In honor of Kristy Nerud, PM 40.00 

9, Vesper, Beatrice In honor of Chris Kennedy, DGS 10.00 

Laurie Sieg I love my dog expo donations 210.00 

275, Columbia, Lincoln In honor of Linda Dubry, DGS 25.00 

92, Arbor Vitae, Fremont Coin march 308.00 

Laurie & Ken Sieg In memory of Harold Winchester 10.00 

Margaret Nelson Donation 200.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala 
In honor of Karla Lawley, Carrie Knapp, 
Cheryl Beckius, PGM 100.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala Coin march 35.00 

142, Ogallala, Ogallala In honor of Laurie Sieg, DGS 25.00 

132, Blue River, Milford In honor of Chris Kennedy, DGS 20.00 

Maril Hauber In honor of Sheli Rice, DGS 25.00 

39, Acacia, Hastings In honor of Terri Sherman, DGS 25.00 

199, Utica, Utica In honor of Gloria Guern, DGS 20.00 

199, Utica, Utica In honor of installiong officers 30.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha In honor of Sharon McArdle, Grand Organist 250.00 

153, Martha Washington In honor of Linda Dubry, DGS 25.00 

Janet & Merlin Zoucha In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 25.00 

Pam & Gary Brhel donation Donation 200.00 

Suzanne Byler 
In honor of Margaret Nelson for making 
masks 15.00 

Jan Thoman In memory of Marvin Colson 10.00 

Bev & Mike Donham In honor of the 2019-2021 Grand Officers 100.00 

Bev & Mike Donham In memory of Sue Ellen Negus 20.00 

104, Crete, Crete I memory of Jerry Bespalec 25.00 

Ruth Negus In memory of SuEllyn Negus 30.00 
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Laurie & Ken Sieg In memory of Anita Sohm, PGM 100.00 

Laurie & Ken Sieg In memory of Jim Taylor, PGP 100.00 

Karla Lawler In honor of 2020-2021 Grand Officers 100.00 

Past & Present District Grand 
Supervisors In honor of WGM & WGP 48.00 

Pauline & John Parsons Donation 50.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha WGM special project 100.00 

Isobel Taylor Donation 50.00 

194, Wayne, Wayne Donation 100.00 

Sharon McArdle Donation towards Christmas tree 25.00 

Linda & Dennis Dubry Festival of trees 50.00 

Marna & Bill Raymond Festival of trees 100.00 

299, Trinity, Omaha Donation 15.00 

234, Humboldt, Humboldt Donation 70.00 

Laurie & Ken Sieg In honor of Bruce, Susie, and Charlie Baker 25.00 

307, Starcraft, Lincoln Donation 40.95 

Kathy Hartmann & Joyce 
Robers Percentage of barn quilts 45.00 

20, Alma, David City Donation 41.00 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF TOWNS 
 

Ainsworth No. 113 
Aurora No. 93 
Bartley No. 144 
Beatrice No. 9 
Bellevue No. 325 
Brownville No. 263 
Central City No. 200 
Ceresco No. 198 
Columbus No. 13 
Crete No. 104 
Davenport No. 268 
David City No. 20 
Elkhorn No. 169 
Fort Calhoun No. 121 
Franklin No 213 
Fremont No. 92 
Gordon No. 184 
Grand Island No. 41 
Guide Rock No. 207 
Hastings No. 39 
Hebron No. 31 
Herman No. 216 
Hooper No. 122 
Humboldt No. 234 
Hyannis No. 134 
Imperial No. 279 
Kearney No. 35 
Kimball No. 262 
Laurel No. 175 
Lexington No. 33 
Lincoln No. 8 
Lincoln No. 94 
Lincoln No. 153 
Lincoln No. 271 
Lincoln No. 275 
Lincoln No. 307 
Lincoln No. 320 
McCook No. 86 
Milford No. 132 
Mitchell No. 214 
Nebraska City No.1 
Norfolk No. 40 
North Bend No. 119 
North Platte No. 55 
Ogallala No. 142 
Omaha No. 6 

Omaha No. 52 
Omaha No. 269 
Omaha No. 277 
Omaha No. 299 
Oshkosh No. 264 
Palmyra No. 257 
Papillion No. 114 
Pawnee City No. 16 
Phillips No. 204 
Plainview No. 84 
Plattsmouth No. 189 
Scottsbluff No. 215 
South Sioux City No. 301 
Stromsburg No. 192 
Thedford No. 261 
Utica No. 199 
Valentine No. 246 
Wausa No. 159 
Wayne No. 194 
Weeping Water No. 250 
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SUBORDINATE CHAPTER OFFICERS FOR 2021 
 No. CHAPTER LOCATION WORTHY MATRON WORTHY PATRON SECRETARY MEETING 

1 Queen Esther 
Nebraska City 

68410 

Mrs. Erin Johnson 
773 S. 58th Road 
Nebraska City NE 68410 
402-209-0081 
eajohnson1213@gmail.com 

Mr.Edward Reed 
2138 E. Road 
Unadilla NE 68454 
402-990-8697 
reede@windstream.net 

Mrs. Sharon McElfresh  
1507North 11th Street 
Nebraska City NE 68410 
402-873-5083 C:402-209-2234 
cm44045@windstream.net 

2ND Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

1104 Central Ave 

6 Vesta Omaha 

Nichola Olson 
4879 Virginia Street 
Omaha NE 68157 
402-517-7208 
lots.of.dice@gmail.com 

Mr. Chris Olson 
4879 Virginia Street 
Omaha NE 68157 
402-517-7209 
chris.m.olson@gmail.com 

Mrs. Marilyn Guss 
10623 Cuming Street 
Omaha NE 68114-2023 
402-315-7241 
marilynguss@earthlink.net 

2nd Saturday 
1:00 P.M. 

5903 Maple St. 

8 Electa Lincoln 

Mrs. Ilah Anderson 
2010 S. 26th Street 
Lincoln NE 68502 
402-435-0974 
Job60@ix.netcom.com 

Mr. Bruce Anderson 
2010 S. 26th Street 
Lincoln NE 68502 
402-435-0974 
Job60@ix.netcom.com 

Ms Beth Benson 
2019 Harwood Street 
Lincoln NE 68502-2728 
402-310-0416 
bazi16@msn.com 

1st Saturday 
2:00 or 7:30 P.M. 

1635 L St 

9 Vesper 
Beatrice 
68310 

Mrs. Dora Redwine 
1024 N. 9th  
Beatrice NE 68310-2355 
402-223-5439 
pr40515@windstream.net 

Mr. Daryl Doolittle 
P.O. Box 326 
Cortland NE 68331 
402-798-7815 
ddaryl1414@windstream.net 

Mrs. Lois Terwilleger  
1107 Union Avenue 
Beatrice NE 68310-1950 
402-228-4067 
twiglois@charter.net 

1st Thursday 
7:00 P.M. 
130 N. 7th 

13 Harmony 
Columbus 

68601 

Mrs. Tami Osantowski 
930 43 1/2  Road 
Bellwood NE 68624 
402-276-0332 
tamihd@yahoo.com 

  
2rd Tuesday 

7:00 P.M. 
4722 28th St 

mailto:cm44045@windstream.net
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SUBORDINATE CHAPTER OFFICERS FOR 2021 
 No. CHAPTER LOCATION WORTHY MATRON WORTHY PATRON SECRETARY MEETING 

16 Guild 
Pawnee City 

68420 
 

Mr. Shad Gager 
712 State St. 
Table Rock NE 68447 
(402) 839-2180 
No email 

Ms Elaine Sheldon 
P.O. Box 389 
Pawnee City NE 68420 
Cell 402-310-7632 
esheldon71@yahoo.com 

4th Tues 
(Dec: 2nd Tues) 

7:30 P.M. 
1010 7th St 

20 Alma 
David City 

68632 

Mrs. Jane Rehmer  
1138 N. 9th Street 
David City  NE 68632 
402-367-4443 
jlrehmer@hotmail.com 

Mr. Rex Rehmer 
1138 N. 9th Street 
David City  NE 68632 
402-367-4443 
rrehmer@windstream.net 

Mrs. Joan M. Jones  
P.O. Box 229 
David City  NE 68632-0229 
402-367-3342 
mejones0529@gmail.com 

2nd Wednesday 
7:30 P.M. 

460 “E” street 

31 Hebron 
Hebron 
68370 

 

Mrs. Sharon Bliss 
120 N. 3rd  Street 
Hebron NE 68370 
402-768-1051 
Email not provided 

Mr. Edward Bliss 
120 N. 3rd  Street 
Hebron NE 68370 
402-768-6913 
Email not provided 

Mrs. Paulette Wise, Pro-Tem   
824 H Street 
Geneva NE 68361 
402-759-2588 
Aw05040@windstream.net  

3rd  Wednesday 
7:30 P.M. 

104 South Ave 

33 Dawson 
Lexington 

68850 

Mrs. Sarah Beans 
42875 Road 763 
Lexington NE 68850 
308-325-2391 
tsbeans.farm@gmail.com  

Mr. Robert Kennicutt 
P.O. Box 1A, 405 Maple 
Eddyville NE 68834 
308-858-4535 
bkkennicutt@gpcom.net 

Mrs. Beth Rogers   
75205 Road 429 
Lexington NE 68850 
308- 325-1534 
brogers@krvn.com 

1st Monday 
7:30 P.M. 

810 N. Washington  

35 Tuscan 
Kearney 

 

Mrs. Jill Woodward 
882 West Brewster 
Minden NE 68959 
308-830-2287 
jill.woodward@mindenwhippets.or 

Mr. Keith Lindvall 
2407 W. 35th Street 
Kearney NE 68845 
308-237-3173 
kljunk007@gmail.com 

Mrs. Kay Wolfe  
2 East 35th Street  
Kearney NE 68847-2923 
308-234-4129 
kaywolfe@juno.com 

1st Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

2314 Central Ave 
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39 Acacia 
Hastings 

68901 

Mrs. Marcia Donley 
2905 Lake Park lane 
Hastings NE 68901 
402-462-1207 
bltkemom@gmail.com 

Mr. Fran Crowe, PGP 
1304 Road 2 
McCool Junction NE 68401 
402-366-6265 
c6lu@windstream..net 

Mrs. Vickie Summers  
#65 Kingston Dr. 
Hastings NE 68901 
402-463-0165 
vsummers65@gmail.com 

2nd Monday 
7:30 P.M. 

411 N Hastings 

40 Beulah 
Norfolk 
68701 

Mrs. Sara Fegley 
500 Spruce Ave. 
Norfolk NE 68701 
402-371-5829 
saraserenity72@gmail.com 

Mr. Rodrick Hughes 
2514 Westside 
Norfolk NE 68701 
402-640-7914 
No email 

Ms Marcine Pierce 
705 E. Walnut Circle 
Norfolk NE 68701 
402-379-0897 C:402-750-5827 
mpierce@wjag.com 

2nd Sat, 1:30 pm 
Nov thru March 

2nd Thur, 7:30 pm 
Apr thru Oct 

907 Norfolk Ave 

41 Andrew Grand Island 

Mrs. Dianne Wiberg 
307 S. 21st Street 
Ord NE 68862 
308-530-0557 
dianne@junkjaunt.com 

Mr. Gerald “Jerry” White 
23 Saint James 
Grand Island NE 68803-1845 
402-469-9007 
jerwhite@charter.net 

Mrs. Mary Ann Gerdes  
2510 Parkview 
Grand Island NE 68803 
308-675-1062 C:308-379-2473 
lmagerdes@gmail.com 

1st Monday 
7:30 P.M. 

417 West 3rd St 

52 Adah Omaha 

Mrs. Wendy Johnson  
2613 Alberta Ave. 
Bellevue NE 68147 
402-291-8603 
johnsonwendy38@yahoo.com 

Mr. A.J. Johnson 
2613 Alberta Ave. 
Bellevue NE 68147 
402-291-8603 
tjark@cox.net 

Mrs. Shirley Carlson  
404 Pheasant Run Lane 
Papillion NE 68046     
402-250-4616 
shirley.carlson@icloud.com 

2nd Friday 
7:30 P.M. 

84th & Centennial 
Papillion 

55 Signet 
North Platte 

69101 

Mrs. Christine Wood 
2201 East E Street 
North Platte NE 69101 
308-530-6717 
fomlady@yahoo.com 

Mr. Roy Phillips 
951 Teal Ct. 
North Platte NE 69101 
308-532-5807 
spookyps@charter.net 

Mrs. Colleen O’Shaughnessy 
P.O. Box 2167 
North Platte NE 69101 
509-398-7169 
colleen1215@gmail.com 

2nd Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

202 McDonald Rd 
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84 Mount Vernon 
Plainview 

68769 

Mrs. Joan Alexander 
305 N> 5th Street 
Plainview NE 68769 
402-841-5108 
joan.ellenalexander@hotmail.com 

Mr. Gale Retzlaff 
P.O. Box 693 
Plainview NE 68769 
402-582-4552 
glaff@plvwtelco.net 

Mrs. Diann Frahm   
86419 – 533 Avenue 
Plainview NE 68769 
402- 582-4888 
jgfrahm@plvwtelco.net 

2nd Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

211 N King 

86 Eureka 
McCook 
69001 

Mrs Brenda McGuire, PGM 
703 West L Street 
McCook NE 69001     
308-340-3522 
sqmcguire@swnebr.net 

Mr. Steve Lyne 
P.O. Box 649 
Alma NE 68920 
308-340-9512 
klyne52@hotmail.com 

Ms. Jane Shield   
1519 West 5th Street 
McCook NE 69001     
C: 402-470-7434 
janesharley@hotmail.com 

4th Mon  
(Dec: 3rd Mon.) 

7:00 P.M. 
322 Norris Ave 

92 Arbor Vitae 
Fremont 
68025 

Mrs. Lynn Cardey 
1224 N. 131st Ave. 
Omaha NE 68154 
402-498-8273 
Lycrd4@aol.com 

Mr. Kirk Brown 
715 E. 5th Street 
Fremont NE 68025 
(402-721-6239 
buckshoe@tvsonline.net 

Mrs. Linda Prochaska  
333 West 20th Street  
Fremont NE 68025 
402-727-0994 
prochaskalinda@yahoo.com 

2nd Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

350 E 23rd St 

93 Aurora 
Aurora 
68818 

Mrs. Anita Schultz 
419 Stagecoach Road 
Grand Island NE 68801 
308-384-1138 
ivytroy@gmail.com 

Mr. Kenneth Schultz 
419 Stagecoach Road 
Grand Island NE 68801 
308-384-1138 
ivytroy@gmail.com 

Mrs. Janet Roberts  
1505 P Street #503 
Aurora NE 68818 
Cell: 402-694-8454 
hotez@hamilton.net 

1st Monday 
7:30 P.M. 
1417 L St 

94 Myrtle Lincoln 

Miss Jennifer Dierks 
1942 Donald Street 
Lincoln NE 68502 
402-660-6011 
jennifer.dierks7@gmail.com 

Mr. Thomas O. Anderson 
3812 NW 49th Street 
Lincoln NE 68524 
402-451-1651 
toa777@gmail.com  

Mrs. Deb Kendle 
1400 N. 64th Street 
Lincoln NE 68505 
402-617-3991 C:402-325-9653 
dmkendle@gmail.com 

2nd Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

2610 N 48th St 
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104 Crete 
Crete 
68333 

Ms. Kelsey Larsen 
2333 S. 47th Street 
Lincoln NE 68506 
402-469-7017 
kelseylarsen21@gmail.com 

Mr. Jim Clark 
302 N. Ash 
DeWitt NE 68341 
402-683-2159 
letaeatrobw@yahoo.com 

Mrs. Darlene Pribyl 
386 State Hwy N. 103 
Crete NE 68333-5020  
Cell: 402-826-1755 
pribyldarlene@yahoo.com  

1st Wednesday 
7:00 P.M. 
1105 Main 

113 Bethany 
Ainsworth 

69210 

Mrs. Peg Hitchcock 
43196 Richardson Road 
Ainsworth NE 69210 
402-387-2291 C: 402-760-0044 
sanddhillsnightengale@gmail.com 

Mr. Mike Hitchcock 
43196 Richardson Road 
Ainsworth NE 69210 
(402) 387-2291 C:402-760-1428 
sandhillsam2@gmail.com 

Ms Mary Ritter 
429 North Walnut 
Ainsworth NE 69210 
402-387-2169 C:402-760-3767 
mritt@threeriver.net 

1st Tuesday  
7:30 P.M. 

404 N Wilson 

114 Papillion 
Papillion 
68046 

Mrs. Jerrie Wilcox, PGM 
P.O. Box 27171 
Rolston NE 68127 
402-637-5686 
jerrie_wilcox@yahoo.com 

Mr. Robert Lewis 
505 Oakwood Dr. 
Papillion NE 68133 
 402-689-7369 
rolewise@cox.net 

Mrs. Gloria Guern  
21944 Bobwhite Ave 
Gretna NE 68028 
402-212-1291 
grguern85@yahoo.com 

3rd Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

84th & Centennial 
Road  

119 Ruth 
North Bend 

68649 

Mrs. Chris Peterson 
740 Locust Street 
North Bend NE 68649 
402-652-8257 
conchrispeterson@gmail.com 

Mr. Don Peterson 
740 Locust Street 
North Bend NE 68649 
402-652-8257 
conchrispeterson@gmail.com 

Mrs. Susanne Krula   
1244 Road 18 
Rogers NE 68659 
402-615-2543 
susannekrula@hotmail.com 

1st Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

1041 Locust St 

121 Naomi 
Fort Calhoun 

68023 

Ms Catherine Genoways 
121 N. 10th, PO Box 577 
Fort Calhoun NE 68023 
(402) 468-5685 
No email 

 

Mrs. Joan Christensen  
7751 County Road 38 
Fort Calhoun NE 68023 
(402) 468-5898 
jchristensen@abbnebraska.com 

2nd Friday 
8:00 P.M. 

102 S 14th St 
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122 Friendship 
Hooper 
68031 

Mrs Vicki Ramsay 
2310 County Road O Blvd. 
Nickerson NE 68044 
402-753-9132 C:402-459-0141 
bearlyram@gmail.com 

Mr. John Ramsay 
2310 County Road O Blvd. 
Nickerson NE 68044 
402-753-9132  
bearlyram@gmail.com 

Mrs. Connie Havekost 
829 County Road 19 Blvd 
Hooper NE 68031 
402-654-2133 C:402-719-4025 
coma@midlands.net 

2nd Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

109 North Main 

132 Blue River 
Milford 
68405 

Mrs. Terre Cowan 
4633 W. Bucks Drive 
Lincoln NE 68523 
402-770-0317 
terrecowan@gmail.com 

Mr. Steve Cowan 
4633 W. Bucks Drive 
Lincoln NE 68523 
402-770-0317 
terrecowan@gmail.com 

Mrs. Tracy Dickes 
510 2nd Street 
Milford NE 68405 
402-217-0994 
tddickes11@live.com 

2nd Monday 
7:30 P.M. 
115 B St 

134 Golden Rule 
Hyannis 
69350 

Mrs. Marina Garner 
P.O. Box 32 
Hyannis NE 69350 
308-458-2716 
mjgarner4@gmail.com 

Mr. Bryan Regier 
P.O> Box 294 
Hyannis NE 69350 
308-458-8347 
godsbandman@yahoo.com 

 
2nd Wednesday 

5:00 P.M. 
Main St 

142 Ogallala 
Ogallala 
69153 

Mrs. Andrea Stewart 
PO Box 432 
Sutherland NE 69165 
308-386-6074 
andycma@yahoo.com 

Mr. Phillip Armstrong 
1351 Road West 40 
Brule NE 69127 
308-889-3518 
No email 

Ms. Karla Lawler 
615 E. 10th 
Ogallala NE 69153 
308-289-5370 
slenderella02@yahoo.com 

2nd Tuesday 
7:00 P.M.  

1005 E 3rd St 

144 Dorcas 
Bartley 
69020 

Mrs. Mary Frandsen  
901 W. 5th Street 
McCook NE  69001  
308-350-4217 
frandsen.mary@gmail.com 

Mr. Gary Newcomb 
PO Box 112 
Bartley NE 69020-0112 
308-692-3426 
gnewcomb@swnebr.net 

Mrs. Diane Lyons 
1007 East First 
McCook NE 69001 
308-345-2189 
pdlyons@gpcom.net 

1st Tuesday 
 7:30 P.M 

600 Commercial St. 
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153 
Martha 

Washington 
Lincoln 

Ms. Sue Hedges 
6401 Vine St. Apt. #175 
Lincoln NE 68505 
402-672-8603 
suehedgesoes@yahoo.com 

Mr. Andy Martin 
3340 X Street 
Lincoln NE 68503 
402-416-9961 
Amartin6@outlook.com 

Mrs. Betty Kirby, PGM 
4501 Eagle Ridge Road 
Lincoln NE 68516 
402-421-2502 C: 402-450-9137 
bkirby9137@gmail.com 

1st Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

4430 N 70th St 

159 Wausa 
Wausa 
68786 

Mrs. Katherine Meink 
205 West Colorado Street 
Crofton NE 68730 
402-388-4392 
kmeink@gmail.com 

Mr. Lowell Erickson, PGP  
201 E. Broadway 
Wausa NE 68786-0041 
402-586-2164 
talk2us@gpcom.net 

Mrs. Mary Lou Erickson PGM 
201 E. Broadway 
Wausa NE 68786-0041 
402-640-9368 
talk2us@gpcom.net 

1st Wednesday 
7:00 P.M. 

522 ½  Broadway St 

169 
 

Luna 
 

Elkhorn 
68022 

Mrs. Amanda Kloke 
12917 Old Cherry Road 
Omaha NE 68138 
402-680-8031 
crazy4butterflies@gmail.com 

Mr. Robert Rolfs 
2304 N. 205th Street 
Elkhorn NE 68022 
402-289-2169 
robertrolfs@cox.net 

Mrs. Marcia Imig 
5836 Blondo Street 
Omaha NE 68104 
402-670-4252   
xstfanatic@aol.com 

3rd Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

20295 Hopper St.  
 

175 Miriam 
Laurel 
68745 

Mrs. Judy Pehrson  
57109 873 Road 
Laurel NE 68745 
402-640-3332 
No email 

Mr. Herbert Bose 
87360 Hwy 15 
Laurel NE 68745 
402-256-9126 
boserentals@yahoo.com 

Carol Milander 
116 Town & Country Dr. 
Coleridge NE 68727 
402-283-4916 
carolmilander@yahoo.com 

1st Monday 
5:00 Nov-Mar 
7:00 April-Oct 

105 E Second St 

184 Royal 
Gordon 
69343 

Mrs. Joyce Smith 
2158 690th Road 
Gordon NE 69343 
308-282-0488 C:308-360-0993 
jjlvst@gmail.com 

Mr. Jim Smith 
2158 690th Road 
Gordon NE 69343 
308-282-0488 
Email not provided 

Mrs. Shirley Adkinson   
312 N. Elm Street 
Gordon NE 69343 
308-282-1506 
sja5@gpcom.net 

2nd Monday 
7:30 P.M.  

211 W. 2nd St. 
Methodist Church 
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189 Home 
Plattsmouth 

68048 

Mrs. Susan Corbin 
2011 Ashland Road 
Plattsmouth NE 68048 
531-721-0671 
susancorbin92@gmail.com 
 

Mr. James Gansemer 
206 N. 3rd Street 
Plattsmouth NE 68048 
402-297-4737 
jgansemer@charter.net 

Mrs. Joyce Porter  
318 11th Avenue 
Plattsmouth NE 68048 
402-296-9232 
porters318@windstream.net 

1st Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

513 Main St 

192 Rob Morris 
Stromsburg 

68666 

Mrs. Judy Beatty 
12429 P Road 
Stromsburg NE 68666 
402-764-3950 
judysbells@gmail.com 

Mr. Wayne Beatty 
12429 P Road 
Stromsburg NE 68666 
402-764-3950 
judysbells@gmail.com 

Mrs. Susan Peterson 
915 E. 9th Street 
Stromsburg NE 68666 
402-363-2117 
No email 

1st Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

214 Commercial 

194 Wayne 
Wayne 
68787 

Mrs. Deborah Garwood 
822 Walnut Drive 
Wayne NE 68787 
402-375-3129 
rgarwood@abbnebraska.com 

Mr. Robert Carhart PGP 
922 Sherman Street 
Wayne NE 68787 
623-585-2371 
robcarhart@hotmail.com 

Mrs. Linda Teach 
607 Fairacres Road 
Wayne NE 68787 
402-375-1521 
liteach1@wsc.edu 

3rd Monday 
7:00 P.M. 

911 N. Lincoln St 

198 Ceresco 
Ceresco 
68017 

Mrs. Mary Jo Peterson, PGM 
P.O. Box 306 
Ceresco NE 68017 
402-665-5671 
genejo306@hotmail.com 

Mr. Mike Buchardt 
6945 N. 98th Street 
Lincoln NE 68507 
402-466-2180 
mmb1114@windstream.net 

Mrs. Jean Smith 
8901 Truchard Road 
Lincoln NE 68526 
402-890-4704 
jmsmith504@aol.com 

2nd Monday 
7:30 P.M. 

121 W Elm 

199 Utica 
Utica 
68456 

Mrs. Charleen Gausman  
1053 252nd Road 
Milford NE 68405-8702 
402-643-2482 C:402-646-8087 
charleen_g2003@yahoo.com 

Mr. Kenneth Gale 
1414 Raell Dr. 
York NE 68467 
402-366-7390 
kgale@neb.rr.com 

Mrs. Sue Kittinger 
7110 Willow Ave. 
Lincoln NE 68507 
402-440-1465 
vlksue@windstream.net 

2nd Monday 
7:30 P.M. 
3rd & C St 
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200 Arbor 
Central City 

68826 

Mrs. Tracey Hefner  
2144 Archer Road 
Archer NE 68816-9801 
308-795-2214 
rthefner@gpcom.net 

Mr. Gary Loseke 
56323 South 290th Ave. 
Fullerton NE 68638 
308-550-0444 
No email 

Mrs. Julia “Schavon” Cordsen  
2001 21st Road 
Central City NE 68826 
308-380-4796 
Stander3@gmail.com 

4th Tuesday 
8:00 P.M. 

1625  17th St 

204 Phillips 
Phillips 
68865 

Miss Justine Batie 
415 Campbell Avenue 
Doniphan NE 68832 
308-379-0816 
justbulls@hotmail.com 

Mr. James Batie  
415 Campbell Avenue 
Doniphan NE 68832 
402-845-6512 
jrbatie@hamilton.net 

Mrs. Ruth Batie 
415 Campbell Avenue 
Doniphan NE 68832 
308-390-0936 
jrbatie@hamilton.net 

1st Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 
Main St 

207 Irene 
Guide Rock 

68942 

Ms. Louise Petsch 
655 Road 2400 
Guide Rock NE 68942  
402-257-4395 
lpetsch@yahoo.com 

Mr. Rick Hunter 
2427  Road F 
Guide Rock NE 68942          
402-257-4705 
rh02135@windstream.net 

 
2nd Monday 
7:30 P.M. 

120 W. Douglas 

213 Franklin 
Franklin 
68939 

Mrs Catherine Dzuris 
891 W. Brewster St. 
Minden NE 68959 
308-832-5939 
catherinedzuris@gmail.com 

Mr. Delbert Rogers 
615   13th Avenue 
Franklin NE 68939 
308-425-3608 
dzrogers@frontiernet.net 

Mrs. Loraine Rogers  
615   13th Avenue 
Franklin NE 68939 
308-425-3608 C:308-470-0746 
rogers_dl@hotmail.com 

1st Monday 
1:30 P.M. 

1401 J Street 

214 Sunflower 
Mitchell 
69357 

Mrs. Sandra Hendren 
1427 18th Street 
Mitchell NE 69357 
308-641-5083 
sandyhendren@icloud.com 

Mr. Dave Thomas.  
100994 County Road G 
Mitchell NE 69357 
308-641-5083 
davewtho@icloud.com 

Mrs. Betty Kenyon  
140720 Experiment Farm Rd 
Mitchell NE 69357 
308-623-1082 C:308-631-8710 
betty.kenyon1@gmail.com 

1st Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

1315 18th Avenue 
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215 Dome Rock 
Scottsbluff 

69361 

Mrs. Susan Schuler 
7522 Road 74 
Bridgeport EN 69336 
308-262-0306 
susan@schulerredangus.com 

Mr. Steve Swedberg 
8383 Hwy 88 
Bridgeport NE 69336 
308-262-0635 
Email not provided 

Mrs. Deb Williamson 
910 Schmid Dr. 
Scottsbluff NE 69361 
308-631-2644 
gdandc@charter.net 

2nd Tuesday 
7:00 P.M. 

22 ½ E 16th St 

216 Herman 
Herman 
68029 

Ms. Margaret Nelson 
1018 S. 13th Ave. #104 
Blair NE 68008 
402-669-3256 
margnelson45@icloud.com 

Mr. Heerb Coulter  
575 S. 17th Street 
Blair NE 68008 
402-426-4371 
hascoulter@abbnebraska.com 

Mrs. Kim Kegler  
PO Box 102 
Herman NE 68029         
 (402) 456-7510 
tinker@gpcom.net 

1st Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

Hwy 75 &  5th St 

234 Humboldt 
Humboldt 

68376 

Mrs. Carolyn Bredemeier 
71883 – 645 Ave. 
Stella NE 68442 
402-883-2452  
mrsb@sentco.net 

 

Mrs. Donna Monnette  
71770-637 Avenue 
Humboldt NE 68376 
402-862-2664 C:402-239-8526 
ddmonet@gmail.com 

1st Thursday 
2:00 P.M. 

718 3rd Street 

246 Minnehaha 
Valentine 

69201 

Mrs. Tammy Gass  
200 N. Green Street 
Valentine NE 69201 
Cell 402-389-0243 
gasstamara@gmail.com 

Mr. Gregory L. Gass 
200 N Green 
Valentine NE 69201 
Cell: 402-39-2180 
glggass@gmail.com 

Mrs. Carol Luther PGM 
PO Box 148 
Kilgore NE 69216 
402-966-2851 C:402-389-0726 
carolsplace21@outlook.com 

1st Tuesday 
7:00 P.M. 

3rd & Hall St 

250 Elizabeth 
Weeping Water 

68463 

Mrs. Renee Thakur 
11301 McKelvie Road 
Weeping Water NE 68463 
402-267-5251 
reneeaht@yahoo.com 

Mr. Matt Mogensen 
12014 Hwy 1 
Weeping Water NE 68463 
402-298-1827 
No email  

Mrs. Sandi Hahn (pro tem) 
5416 147th St. 
Weeping Water NE 68463 
402-267-7315 
shredhat@windsteam.net 

1st Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

105 N Clinton St 

mailto:ddmonet@gmail.com
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257 Palmyra 
Palmyra 
68418 

Mrs. Denise Knutson 
285 South 6th Road 
Palmyra NE 68418 
402-560-6468 
deniseclemknutson@gmail.com 

Mr. Dewaine Knutson  
285 South 6th Road 
Palmyra NE 68418 
402-805-7804 
dewainenknutson@gmail.com 

Mrs. Linda Schuett  
4322 S. 178th Street 
Omaha NE 68135 
402-740-8422 
bootssammy@hotmail.com 

2nd Tues 
7:30 P.M. 
340 C St 

261 Sunshine 
Thedford 

69166 

Mrs. Wynona Bolton 
38804 Canvasback Rd 
Valentine NE 69201 
308-748-2241 
dwbolton@nebnet.net 

Mr. Albert Fisher 
PO Box 133 
Thedford NE  69166-0133  
308-645-9007 
afisher133@gmail.com 

Mrs. Wanda Fisher, PGM 
PO Box 133 
Thedford NE  69166-0133  
308- 645-9007 
afisher133@gmail.com 

2nd Wednesday 
5:30 P.M. 

602 Walnut St 

262 Truth 
Kimball 
69145 

Mrs. Liz Ferguson  
206 West 9th Street 
Kimball NE 69145 
308-235-5405 
liz@eatmonws.com 

Mr. John B. Ferguson 
206 West 9th Street 
Kimball NE 69145 
308-235-5405 
No Email 

Mrs. Jennifer Gillming  
206 S. Birch 
Kimball NE 69145 
C:307-274-0763 H:308-235-3001 
jgillming83@gmail.com 

1st Thursday 
7:00 P.M. 

104 S Walnut St 

263 Brownville 
Brownville 

68321 

Mrs. Chris Kennedy 
73088  646 Ave. 
Brownville NE 68321 
402-274-7467 
Kennedyapple57@gmail.com 

Mr. David Pease  
P.O. Box 342, 704 8th Street 
Peru NE 68421 
402-872-4705 
davidpease129@hotmail.com 

Mrs. SusanPease 
P.O. Box 342, 704 8th Street 
Peru NE 68421 
402-872-4705 C:402-274-7408 
Susanpease56@gmail.com 

1st Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 
Main St 
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Oshkosh 
Oshkosh 

69154 

Mrs. Joanna Kepler 
P.O. Box 63 
Oshkosh NE 69154 
308-770-0424 
joannakepler2@gmail.com 

Mr. Merlin Zoucha, Jr. 
416 South Reynolds 
North Platte NE 69101 
308-660-5696 
zouchajr@gmail.com 

Mrs. Susan Arndt 
P.O. Box 178 
Oshkosh NE 69154 
308-772-3424 
csarndt@embarqmail.com 

Last Monday 
6:30 pm 
111 Main 
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268 Davenport 
Davenport 

68335 

Mrs. Kay Lange  
6555 Road V 
Bruning NE 68322 
402-641-0536 
j-klange@yahoo.com 

Mr. Tregan Albers PGP 
1759 Road 5200 
Davenport NE 68335 
402- 984-4136 
mrt750@superorinet.net 

Mrs. Debra Albers  
1759 Road 5200 
Davenport NE 68335 
402-364-3162 
dalbers727@gmail.com 

2nd Tuesday 
7:00 P.M. 

106 N. Maple Ave 

269 Narcissus Omaha 

Mrs. Amy Beard 
7256 S. 150th Street 
Omaha NE 68122 
402-714-5830 
ajcean@gmail.com 

  
Mr. Jeffrey Alexander 
7256 S. 150th Street 
Omaha NE 68122 
402-734-4081 
jsalexan7@gmail.com 
 

Mrs. Caitlyn Todd 
14614 Knudson Street 
Bennington NE 68007 
515-745-7405 
caityrose3@gmail.com 

1st Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

5903 Maple St 

271 Temple 
 

Lincoln 
 

Mrs. Carolyn Plants 
6124 NW 6th Street 
Lincoln NE 68521 
402-477-9464 C:402-430-3496 
Csplants7@gmail.com 

Mr. Mike Lagueux 
6021 Sunrise Road 
Lincoln NE 68510 
402-310-2118 
mchael.lagueux1@yahoo.com 

Mrs. Melinda Brage  
620 Leavitt Lane 
Lincoln NE 68510 
402-488-0837 C:402-450-2005 
lbrage@windstream.net 

1st  Monday 
7:30 P.M. 

332 S. Centennial 
Mall 

275 Columbia Lincoln 

Mrs. Trudi Thornburg 
2730 154th Street 
Walton NE 68461 
402-430-2165 
tthornburg60@gmail.com 

Mr. John Quinn 
10901 “O” Street 
Lincoln NE 68520 
402-488-8518 
No Email 

Mrs. Kaylene Martin 
401 S. 84th  
Lincoln NE 68510 
402-488-6388 
lenkay1@neb.rr.com 

1st Tuesday 
7:00 P.M. 

1542 N 65th St 

277 AkSarBen Omaha 

Mrs. Kristi Vandergriff 
4921 N. 136th Street 
Omaha NE 68164 
402-598-7967 
Klvander17@gmail.com 

Mr. Matthew Vandergriff 
4921 N. 136th Street 
Omaha NE 68164 
402-913-4864 
mwvandergriff@cox.net 

Mrs. Jonelle Rodgers 
2027 North 50th Street 
Omaha NE 68104 
402-210-6049 
aksarben277oes@gmail.com 

2nd Monday 
7:00 P.M. 

2823 N 83rd St 
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279 Imperial 
Imperial 
69033 

Mrs. Barbara Wood  
33053 Road 724 
Benkelman NE 69021     
308-882-5725 
kbwood@chase3000.com 

Mr. Keith A. Wood 
33053 Road 724 
Benkelman NE 69021      
308-882-5725 
kbwood@chase3000.com 

Mrs. Carol Thompson  
P.O. Box 91 
Wauneta NE 69045     
308-394-5780 
cthomp66@gmail.com 

4th Wednesday 
7:30 P.M. 

320 West 10th  

299 Trinity Omaha 

Mrs. Maril Hauber 
18826 P Street 
Omaha NE 68135 
402-697-0062 
bernardhauber@cox.net 

Mr. Ranilo Perez 
9691 Meadow Drive 
Omaha NE 68114 
402-917-2430 
ranisel@yahoo.com 

 
Miss Shirley DeVasure 
15303 Westchester Drive 
Omaha NE 68154 
402-333-5962 C:402-670-6529 
supersed7245@gmail.com 
 

2nd  Thursday  
7:30 P.M. 

2424 S 135th Ave 

301 Laura 
South Sioux City 

68776 

Mrs. Kathy Armour 
P.O. Box 647, 1713 Locust 
Dakota City NE 68731 
712-574-9396 
KATS49@aol.com 

Mr. George Kneebone 
47819 331st Street 
Jefferson SD 57038 
712-577-1869 H:605-659-6771 
No email 

Mrs. Toby Varvais 
504 Covered Wagon Circle 
South Sioux City NE 68776 
C: 712-898-3477 
toby@varvais.net 

3rd Tuesday 
7:30 P.M. 

124 East 19th St 

307 Starcraft Lincoln 

Miss Bridget S. Anderson 
2010 S. 26th Street 
Lincoln NE 68501 
402-440-3434 
bridget_cci@yahoo.com 

Mr. Dennis H. Brydl 
2510 Kessler Blvd. 
Lincoln NE 68502 
402-426-6982 
db22849@windstream.net 

Mrs. Cora Redwine   
4101 N. 12th Street 
Lincoln NE 68521 
402-438-9447 
coraredwine@yahoo.com 

1st Wednesday 
7:30 P.M. 
2645 B St 

320 Capitol Lincoln 

Ms. Cindee Atwood 
335 North 35th St 
Lincoln NE 68503-3313 
402-304-3402 
cinatwood@hotmail.com 

Mr. Jairo H. Cabieles 
1274 Dublin Road. 
Lincoln NE 68521 
402-875-1711 
jairo.cabieles@gmail.com 

Mr. Douglas B. Johnson 
4600 Birch Hollow Dr. 
Lincoln NE  68516 
402-610-0157 
djohnson1@allophone.com 

1st Monday 
7:30 P.M. 

4641 Cooper Ave.  
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325 Alpha 
Bellevue 

 

Mrs. Susanne Krishna 
13704 Tregaron Drive 
Bellevue NE 68123 
402-203-1185 
susanne.krishna@gmail.com 

Mr. Mohan Krishna 
13704 Tregaron Drive 
Bellevue NE 68123 
402-203-1185 
volvomo@gmail.com 

Mrs. Paula Heyen  
13212 south 27th Circle 
Bellevue NE 68123 
402-250-7497 
rnbwma@aol.com 

2nd Thursday 
7:30 P.M. 

1910 Franklin 
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Grand Officers 

2021-2022 
 

Worthy Grand Matron ................. Mrs. Dottie Arent (113), (Keevin) 
                                  87528 State Highway 7, Ainsworth NE 69210 
Worthy Grand Patron  ............. Mr. David Wetrosky (1), (Marsha) 
                                 331 Pinewood Dr, Nebraska City NE 68410 

Associate Grand Matron ....  ............ Mrs. Laurie Sieg (271),(Ken) 
                                          7600 Baldwin Ave, Lincoln NE 68507 
Associate Grand Patron … Mr. Wayne Andreasen (84), (Susan) 
                                          410 Ridgeway Dr, Norfolk NE 68701 

Grand Secretary ........................ Ms. Jan Thoman P.G.M. (9,153)  
                          1320 North 55th Street, Lincoln NE 68504-3244 
Grand Treasurer ................  ........ Mrs. Karla Lawler (142,92,264)  
                                          615 East 10th St., Ogallala NE 69153 
Grand Conductress ...............Mrs. Linda Dubry (261,215),(Dennis) 
                                 1117 Sandstone Dr, North Platte NE 69101 
Assoc. Gr. Conductress ............... .Mrs. Sheli Rice (325), (Bryan) 
                                            13503 S 22nd St, Bellevue NE 68123 
Grand Chaplain  .................... Mr. Eric Van Sky (235), (Elizabeth) 
                                         119 Longwood Dr, Papillion NE 68133 
Grand Marshal  ............................ Mr. Cecil Smith (189), (Nicole) 
                                        916 Bordeaux Ave, Bellevue NE 68123            
Grand Organist .................... Mrs. Barbara Crowe (39,31), (Fran) 
                                    1304 Road 2, McCool Junction NE 68401 
Grand Adah  ..................... Mrs. Dehnia Bullerdiek (8,94), (Bruce) 
                                                1510 Dakota St, Lincoln NE 68502  
Grand Ruth  .............................................. Ms. Kristy Nerud (264) 
                                                 PO Box 436, Oshkosh NE 69154 
Grand Esther  ............................................. Ms. Sarah Hobbie (1) 
                                      959 N 52nd Rd, Nebraska City NE 68410 
Grand Martha  .................. Mrs. Stacy Newcomb (301), (Michael) 
                                              PO Box 647, Dakota City NE 68731 
Grand Electa  ............ Mrs. Elizabeth Charbonneau (6), (Joseph) 
                                            4324 Burdette St, Omaha NE 68111  
 Grand Warder  .......................... Mrs. Gloria Guern (114), (Allan) 
                                       21944 Bobwhite Ave, Gretna NE 68028 
Grand Sentinel  .............................. Mr. Keith Lindvall (35), (Rita) 
                                           2407 West 5th St, Kearney NE 68845 
 

Grand Chapter will meet in Kearney 

May 10, 11, 12, 2022 


