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MEET YOUR WORTHY 

GRAND MATRON 
   Anita was born in Canton, Ohio, but 

when she was 8 years old her mother and 

dad packed up the whole family to join 

her older sister and her family who had 

moved to Southern California.  After she 

graduated from high school, she attended 

Chaffey College where she took a class 

where they found a job for their students.  

She was told to report to the College 

Athletic Director, who asked her three 

questions:  Do you type? Do you take 

shorthand? Do you like sports? 

Answering yes to all three got her a job 

in the men’s athletic department. After 

she graduated, that job was made full 

time for her and she worked there for 

seven years. She was (and still is) an 

avid sports fan so this was the perfect job 

for her.   

   During that time, she met Chuck when 

her friends convinced her to attend a 

dance at the Air Force base about 30 

miles away from her home.  That was 

the first time she had attended the dance 

and the first time Chuck had attended.  

They were married three and a half years 

later March 15, 1969.  A few years later 

the Air Force moved Anita and Chuck to 

Tucson, Arizona for 22 months and then 

back to Southern California.  When they 

moved back to Southern California she 

was about 30 miles from her family and 

she got her old job back at the men’s 

athletic department where she worked 

for another 4 years. 

   But, the Air Force decided they had to 

move again.  This time they went to 

RAF Lakenheath in England.  What a 

wonderful assignment!  After England, 

the Air Force moved them to Belgium.  

They spent a total of seven years in 

Europe and traveled extensively and 

somehow both found time to finish their 

Bachelor of Science Degrees through the 

University of Maryland.  Of course, 

taking classes that involved traveling 

was a great way to get their degrees.  In 

1984, the Air Force moved them again; 

this time it was to Offutt Air Force Base 

in Nebraska, where eventually both 

Anita and Chuck retired.  Chuck served 

26 years in the Air Force.  Anita joined 

civil service while they were in Belgium 

and completed 30 years of service in the 

budget career area and retired on April 1, 

2011 (yes, April fool’s day). 

   Anita had three older sisters, but only 

one is still alive.  She has two nieces and 

three nephews and their families who all 

live in Southern California.  Chuck has a 

sister, a brother, two nieces, and one 

nephew, who all live in Oregon and one 

nephew in Southern California.  We miss 

them dearly and try to get home 

whenever possible. 

   Anita’s passion is for almost all sports, 

but college football and, of course, the 

Nebraska Cornhuskers.  Anita and 

Chuck are both very active in many 

Masonic organizations.  They are 

members of Alpha Chapter #325 OES in 

Bellevue and served as Worthy Matron 

and Worthy Patron in 2005. She was 

appointed as Grand Warder by PGM Bev 

Donham and PGP Jim Dusch in the 

“Stars Across the Prairie” Grand Family. 

Anita loves being a member of the Order 

of the Eastern Star and is honored and 

humbled by being your Worthy Grand 

Matron.  Her thanks to everyone for their 

support and encouragement. 

 

 

 

 

MEET YOUR WORTHY 

GRAND PATRON 
  James (Jim) Taylor was born in Omaha, 

and has lived there most of his life.  He 

graduated from Central High School, and 

University of Omaha with a degree in 

Industrial Engineering.  He and Isobel 

were married in 1961.  Shortly after 

graduating, he joined the U S Air Force, 

and attended Officer Training School.  

After graduating as a Second Lieutenant, 

he was stationed in France for three 

years.  While stationed in France, he and 

his wife Isobel became the parents of a 

daughter Carol, and a son Bob.   

  Returning from France, he spent a year 

at Mountain Home AFB, Idaho.  While 

there, he was offered a position at 

Metropolitan Utilities District as a Gas 

Design Engineer.  Jim and his family 

returned to Omaha, and have remained 

there ever since.   

  His Masonic affiliations began in 1968, 

when he was raised a Master Mason at 

John J. Mercer Lodge #290. He later 

demitted to Shiloh Lodge #327, where 

he presided as Master twice.  While a 

member of Mercer Lodge, he joined the 

York Rite Bodies, and Tangier Shrine.   

  He was Associate Guardian of Bethel 

#69 JDI for about 10 years, while his 

daughter was a member.  When his son 

joined DeMolay, he became an active 

supporter of Imperial Chapter of 

DeMolay.  In 1982, when his wife Isobel 

joined AkSarBen Chapter #277, OES, he 

became a member, and joined her in the 

East as Worthy Patron in 1986.  He 

served as Worthy Patron three more 

times.  He served as a Deputy Grand 

Custodian for the Grand Lodge of 

Nebraska for 13 years, and received the 

title of Emeritus a couple of years ago.  

He is also a member of the Scottish Rite, 

Omaha Valley. 

  Jim was appointed Grand Sentinel by 

Sister Sharlene Coulter, and Brother 

Deloyt Young, for the “Music of the 

Stars” Grand Session.  He served as 

Grand Marshal for Sister Brenda 

McGuire and Brother Delbert Rogers, 

and as Associate Grand Patron for Sister 

Cheryl Beckius and Brother Gary Brhel.   

  What does Jim do for fun, you ask?  

He’s been working on parts for so long, 

he doesn’t even remember. But once 

upon a time, he liked Classical Music 

and enjoyed concerts, plays and a good 

book. We even used to travel outside the 

U.S.A., and if not too old, may do it 

again. 

  “I’m looking forward to traveling with 

the “God Bless the U.S.A.” Grand 

Family, and getting to know the folks 

better. Sister Anita will be an 

exceptional leader, and I know we will 

have a wonderful year,” Jim said.     
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Special Project for 2017-2018 
Wounded Warriors Family Support 
Rated a four-star nonprofit. It aids 
veterans and their families in healing 
the wounds that medicine cannot. 

Watchwords: Patriotism, 
Friendship and Happiness 

 

Colors: Red, White and Blue 

Emblem: The American Flag 
and Eagles 

 
 

           THE “GOD BLESS THE U.S.A.” CALENDAR                   
(As space permits in the newsletter - I will try to list your Chapter Events)                         

PLEASE SEND INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN THE JULY NEWS BY JUNE 15 
 

Jun 3             Shrine Bowl Parade and Game at 2:00 p.m. 

Jun 4             Adah #52, 125th Anniversary, 8411 Centennial Rd, Papillion 

Jun 9-11        Rainbow Grand Assembly at Doane College in Crete 

Jun 14-17      Job’s Daughters Grand Session in York 

Jul 14-16       DeMolay Conclave at Midland University in Fremont 

Jun 23           Area 1 visitation (Mitchell, Scottsbluff, Bridgeport, Kimball, Oshkosh) 

Jun 24           Area 2 visitation (Hyannis, Gordon) 

Jul 7              Area 3 visitation (McCook, Bartley, Broken Bow, Benkelman, Imperial) 

Jul 8              Area 4 visitation (Lexington, North Platte, Cozad, Ogallala) 

Jul 14            Area 5 visitation (Ceresco, Lincoln) 

Jul 15            Area 6 visitation (Fremont, North Bend, Fort Calhoun, Hooper, Tekamah, Elkhorn, 

Herman) 

Jul 15            DeMolay Conclave, Midland University in Fremont 

Jul 28-30       Five State friendship exchange in Jefferson City, Missouri 

Jul 29            4-H Achievement Day at MESHC, 11:00 am, 2415 N Main, Fremont 

Jul 29            Alpha #325, Pot luck and bottle auction, 4:00-6:00, 1908 Franklin St, Bellevue 

Jul 30            Trinity #299 & Centennial Lodge, Corn Feed, 11:00 -2:00, 2424 S 135th Ave, Omaha 

Aug 11-13     International Peace Gardens Pilgrimage 

Aug 28           AkSarBen #277, OES Card party, 10:00 – 3:00, Northwest Hills Church 

Sept 11         . Grand Lodge Masonic Charities Golf Tournament in North Bend 

Sept 23-24    6th Triennial Masonic Youth Leadership Conference at Holiday Inn in Kearney 

Sept 24         . Nebraska Masonic Home Caring Club Dinner 1:30 p.m. 

Oct 22           Alpha #325, Soup & chili dinner, 4:00 – 6:00, 1908 Franklin St, Bellevue 

Enclosed with this OES News: 
o Grand Officer & Companion list for 2017-2018 
o NE/KS Exchange 
o Five State Friendship Exchange Information 

~~~~DON’T FORGET!—YOU CAN POST YOUR EVENTS ON THE NEBRASKA OES WEB-SITE CALENDAR~~~~ 

Visit us on the web at neoes.org . See the Eastern Star Calendar by clicking on "Calendaró 

Become a friend on Facebook at Nebraska Eastern Star   

http://neoes.org/

